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c5  The  following  Recommendations  of  Mr.  J^Rsxi^R**  j 
"XV^ritings,  by  Pr.  Bradbury  and  Mr.  Hervey,  were  not 
infert  in  the  folio  edition;  the  Account  of  the  Author's 
Life,  here  given,  is  quite  different,  and  much  fuller  than  j 
the  former  one;  and  the  Elegiac  Poem,  fubjoined  there* 
to,  was  not  printed  with  the  former  edition  of  his 
Works.        .  . 

The  kev.  Mr.  Adam  Gib,  late  Minlfler  of  the  Gofpet  J 
in  Edinburgh,  fpeaking  of  Mr.  Ralph  ErfKine,  his  words 
are,  '*  This  now  glorified  Author,  having  been  long 
*'  a  very  eminent  light  in  the  Churchy  and  one  whole 
*'  memory,  as  a  Miniiler  of  the  Gofpel,  mull  be  precis 
*'  ous,  from  the  various  Works  >rhich  he  has  given 
''  to  the  public,  fo  long  as  the  Gofpel  cotititiues  to  be 
*'  difpenfed  in  the  Englifli  tongue." 

.  Dlfplay  of  ihc  Scceflioii  Tcflimony,  Vol..  U.  p.  5^  6* 
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Author  and  his  Writings. 


IT  is  hot  the  intetitlott  df  the  EJitoir  of  tlie  prefent 
Edition  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ralph  Erskine's  Prafti- 
cal  works,  In  ten  volumes  o£lavo,  to  attempt  paffing  any 
fulfome  encomiums  on  the  worthy  Author,  whofe 
pfaife  is  already  in  the  churches,  or  to  launch  out 
into  any  prolix  conlmendatiort  of  his  elaborate  and  ' 
valuable  writings,  which  are  fo  uhiverfally  known^ 
fead,  and  efteemed  y  but  to  refer  the  reader,  for  his 
fatisfadion  relative  to  thefe^  td  what  is  advanced  in 
the  following  fllort  Account  of  his  Life  and  Writings: 
We  Ihall  only  here  obferve,  That  as  he  was  etiiinently 
pious  from  his  youth,  had  always  a  conveirfation  be- 
coming the  gofpeli  was  endued  with  every  fuitabl^ 
qualification  for  the  ttiinillry^  poffclted  of  very  po- 
pula,r  talents,  made  the  diiUnguifliihg  doClrihes  of 
Chriftianity  the  chief  fubjeSls  t)f  his  pulpit-themes,  and 
Angularly  2ealous  for  the  purity  of  gofpel-tru-h,  it  is 
not  at  all  furprifingj  that  he  was  greatly  beloved^ 
much  followed  by  all  true  Chriftians,  and  his  writings 
eageliy  read  by  the  religious  and  devout  of  every  de- 
nomihationi- 

The  StfiMdNs  and  Poems  are  already  lb  Well  known 
and  defervedly  admired,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
that  it  would  be  fuperfiuous  to  pafs  any  encomiums 
on  them.  Let  it  fufEce  to  fay,  in  the  words  of  that 
eminent  divine^  the  late  Rev*  Dr.  BradburV,  in  his 
preface  to  a  colleftion  of  Meff.  Ebeuez^h  «LXid  ^k\.^m 
J&RSKiNE^s  Sermons^    pHnted   at    LoNDOia^   itv  "VTi'^*' 


4  CHARACTER  ot  the  AUtHOR. 

**  The  Sermons,    faith  he,  -  have  no  need  of  niy  re- 

*'  capimerfdation  :   the  reader  will  find  in^hera  a' faiths 

■^  ful  adherence  to  the  defign  of  the  gofpel,    a  cleaf' 

*'  defence  of  thofe  dpftfines  that  are   the  pillar   and 

*'  ground"  of  truths    a  , large    compafs  of  thought,    a 

'*  Itrottg  force   of  argumentj    and    a    happy    flow  of 

*^  words,  which  are  both  judicious  and  familiar:  and 

"  ,they  have  been  gfeatly  blelfed  to  the  edification  of 

^'  manj>  efpecially  the  poor  of  the  flock*  *^ 

The  fame  Dr»  BaABfiuRt,  fpe'aking  concerning  tha 
poetical  Compofitions  of  our  Author,  obierves,  That' 
'^  as  poetty-  has  often-  no  more  in  it  than  great  [>voU 
"  ling  words  of  vattity,  dillorted  images;  and  monftrous 
**  aliufionsi  fo  it  is  a  pleafure  to  fee  the  things  of' 
**  anpther  world  delivered  without  any  heathenifli  £• 
*^  gures  and  phrafes,  but  in  fuch  an  Adorning  as.  be- 
^'  comes  the.  gofpel  of  Jesus  Christ  ;.  On  this  ac* 
*'  count,  Mr.  £r8kine's  Gofpel-Sonnets,  are  greatly 
*^  to  be  tifteemedj  for  the  fweetnefs  of  the  verfe,  the 
**  difpofition  of  the  fubjeds;  th^e  elegance  of  the  com-. 
*^  pofition,  and,  above  all,  for  that  which  animates 
^'  the  whole,  the  favour  of  divine  and  experimental 
*'  knowledge^!* 

The  words  of  the  lal^  juftly  celebrated  ^tid  pious 
Mr.  Hervey  are  very  fignificant,  and  truly  expreffive  of 
the  high  elleein  he  had  for  Mr.  Erskini^i's  Wricingg. 
^'  Was  I  to  read,  (fays  that  judicioud  and  elegant  . 
**  writer),  in  order  to  refine  my  tafte,  ot  improve  my 
**  ftile ;  1  would  prefer  Bifliop  Atterbury's  fef mons, 
*'  Dr.  Bate's  works,  or  Mr.  Seed's  difcourfes  :^  But, 
*'  was  I  to  read  with  a  fingle  view  to  the  edification 
*<  of  ray  hearty  in  true  faith,  folid  comfort,  and' 
f*  evangelical  ^holinefs;  1  would  have  recourfe  to  Mr» 
«'  Erskine,  aiid  take  his  volumes  for  my  guide,  m/ 
"  companion,  and  my  own  familiai'  friend»"  * 

♦  Hcrve^^s  Works  in  f(J.  p.  34^.  and  Thcron  lod  Afp*  dial.  161 


SOME 

AC    C    O    U   N    T 

Ojr  Tint   Kevi^kend 

Mr.    RALPH    E  R  S  K I  N  E. 


IN  emitting  the  Writings  of  great  men  to  the  ptt)Jic,  it  hath 
been  ufual  to  give  fopje  account  of  their  Author,  that  the 
reader  mr.y,  in  a  liiort  compafs  of  reading,  Icam  fome  of  the 
principal  lines  of  their  charadler.  Our  Author  is  already  fo 
well  known  in  the  churches  of  Clirift,  both  at  home  and 
abroad  >«'',  hv  liis  C3iCellcnt  and  elaborate  produclions,  that 
faying  ariiy  tiling  of  him  might  have  been  entirely  fupercedcd: 
and  hiid  it  not;  been,  tiiat  his  writings  may  fall  into  the  hand* 
of  fome  at  a  diHance,  ufid.  in  ufter-nges^  who  are  not,  and 
cannot  be  fo  well  accj^iifantcd  with  him  as  the  prefent,  it  would 
have  been,  fuperfluous.  to  have  fuid  any  thing^  concerning  him. 

.  Tm  Rev.  Mr.  RALPH  KRSKINE  was  honourably  de- 
fcend.ed  of  very  refpedlable  auceftors;  bis  father  the^Revercnd 
Mn  Heniix  Erskixil,  being  ooe  of  the  thirty-three  chi1dre» 
of  Ralph  Ehsf^ine  o£  Shiclfield,  a  family  of  conliderable'  re-t 

Sute  and.  {landing  u\  the  county  of  Merfe,  aad  originally 
efc ended  from  the  antient  houfe  of  Mar^  Our  Author,  and. 
bis  brother,  the  Rev..  Mr..  Eben  KiiER  Erskine,  late  Minil&r 
of  tlie  Gofpel  ajt  Sxirlingj  were  two  of  the  children  of  the;  faid 
ReV.  Mr.  Hknry  Erskine,  who  was  fometime  Minifter  of  ^ 
tjie  Gofpel  at  Gomwal,  afterwards  at  Chirnfide  f  i  a  man 
0  emi» 

•  The  grcateft  part  of  our  Awbor's  Woflcs  were  at  firft  printed  in  (ingle 
iermons  and  fmall  tn&s,  and  well  reliihed ;  numbers  of  thcfe  have  gone  abroad^ 
*iMi  met  with  a  kmd  reception :  yea,  fuch  regard  hath  the  public  put  upon 
tiicm,  that  fcveral  of  tbcm  have  undergone  a  great  many  itpprellions  j  and 
even  fome  of  tbcm  tranflated  into  other  languages  :  and  we  have  even  feen  a 
few  of  them  printed  in  Oulch.— In  the  year  lij^ty-tbur  and  lixiy-fivc  they  were 
toileted  together,  and  printed,  in  a  molJ  elegant  manner,  in  two  large  volumes 
w  folio,  in  which  there  was  interfperf(5d  a  great  many  manufcript  Sermons. 
Tliis  handforoe  0£^avo  Edition  is  printed  from  the  elegant  foli«  one,  with  coo- 
fwicrablc  amendments. 

t  Cornw;}]  is  in  the  ibire  of  ^orrhumberl^ndi  ClucQ&dft  Uc%  iboiaX  ^^t  xsulsv 
-wiw  Mem^k  upon  Twc^d,  ja  the  Scotch  lidc 
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6  The   LIFE   or  the   AUTHOR, 

eminent  in  his  day,  and  juftly  diftinguiflied  for  his  piety,  aii4 
firm  attachment  to  Prefbyteiian  principles :  For  his  Itedfaft 
adherence  to  which,  he  was  fubjcAcd  to  many  cvHificlerable 
hardftiips  in  the  latter  part  of  the  lad  century,  during  the 
per  recusing  period  of  Charles  II,  and  James  VII  *. 

The  Author  of  the  following  Sermons  -a  as  born  at  Mcnilaws, 
in  the  county  of  Northunib.;iland,  on  Sabbath  the  15th  of 
March,  1635,  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon ;  and  baptized 
at  Chirnfide  on  the  5th  of  April,  faid  year,  by  the  Reverend 
Mr.  Williin^  Violand.— -Hi  give  pretty  early  proofs  of  a  great 
genius  and  fine  fancy ;  and  fevcxal  inftances  of  a  pious  difpofi- . 
tion  and  a  folid^ay  of  I'efle^ingon  raattcirs..  On  this  ag9ount 
he  was,  by  his  parents,  early  deilined  for  the  holy  miniftry, 
who  refolved  to  give  him  a  regular  and  libe^'al  edvication,  in 
order  to  qualiy  hini  for  that  important  office. 

When  he  had  acquired  a  competent  meafure  of  Grammar, 
und  other  introdu6lory  parts  of  education,  he  went  to  the  ^ 
Univerfity  of  Edinburgh,  to  complete  hts  ttudies  ;  where  b^ 
went  through  thei  ordinary  courfes  of  phiiofophy  and  divinty 
with  fuccefs  ;  and  made  a  confiderable  progrels  m  aU  the  dii- 
fcrent  branches  of  ufeful  literature ;  for,  he  foon  became  a  fin§ 
Grecian,  an  excellent  Logician,  and  an  accompliflied  ^'hilofot 
pher.     But  after  haying  acquired  fuch  a  compettnt  meafure 
of  knov/ledge,  in  thefe  various  branches  of  eiuaiticn,  he  gave    . 
himfelf  up  to  the  iludy  ojf  theology,  his  darling  and  beloved- 
topic ;  in  which  he   made  great  progrefs,  ^s  liis  prcdudliciu^ 
therein  do  abundantl)'  evidenpe^ 

Having  experienced  the  grace  of  God  himftlf,  he  thouglt 
it  his  duty  to  give  himfelf  up  to  the  great  work  of  the  miniltiy, 
tliat  he  might  be  a  happy  injftrumcnt  of  bringing  others  to  knew 
thefe  things  v/hich  he  found  and  experienced  to  be  of  the  ut- 
moil  importance.  He  was  abvmdantly  fepf^ble  this  was  a  work 
of  great  labour  and  diligence;  and  therefore  gave  himftlf  up 
to  acourfe  of  unwearied  Ihidy.  He  was  nevermore  delightedj 
than  wheti  he  could  apply  himfelf  to  the  increafe  of  valuable 
.  knowledge,  without  being  interrupted:  this  defire  after  im-. 
provement  continued  to  the  laft ;  and  he  was  peyer  feemingly 
better,  than  when  he  thus  enjoyed  himfelf.  "* 

The  ordinary  courfe  of  philofophipal  and  theological  lludies 
being  gone  througjh,  at  the  College  of  Edinburgh,  with  fuccefs  ; 
he  wa^,  in  the  providence  of  Go4,  called  forth  to  appear  in  a 
public  charadler ;  and  being  well  reported  of,  by  all  who  knevr 
him,  for  a  converfation  becoming  the  gofpel,  he  was  according- 
ly taken  upon  trials  by  the  Prefbytery  of  Dunfermline :  ai^^- 
^ving  finiflied  the  ufual  pieces  of  trial  affigned  him,  to  tb^ 
entire  fatisfaftion  of  the  Frelbytery,  he  was'  by  them  licenf^^ 
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to  preach,  'as  a  probationer,  the  everlafting  gofpel,  ot  the  8th 
of  June,  1709.  In  which  capacity  he  excrciled  the  talents 
which  tlie  L,c)rd  had  graci oolly  conl\:rred  on  him,  within  the 
bounds  of  the  faii  Prcibytcry,  both  in  vacancies  and  fettkd 
congrejMtions,  to  the  great  fatisfailion  of  his  hearere,  both 
miirt.lcrs  and  people,  as- his  certificate  from  tliat  Prelbytery, 
dated  April  4th,  17 11.  exprefly  bears,— In  this  llation  pf  life 
he  did  not  long  remain:  Providence  loon  opened  a  door  for 
him ;  and  lie  got  an  ununiuious  call,  from  the  pariihioners  of 
Dunfermline,  on  the  iftof  May  i7ii»  to  excrcile  his 'minille-i 
rial  tiilenis  and  abilities  amonglt  them;  which  cidl  was,ap- 
prcvcn  of  by  the  Prel]^ytL"ry,A)n  the  df>v  £i)llowing,  as  regu- 
larly proceeded  in.  He  \\ cnt  thiough  the  ufual  pieces  of  trial, 
for  oriination,  prcfcribed  by  thLPreli-ytciy,  with  aj nrobaticn ; 
and  thereupon  thty  ftt  him  opart  to  the  office  or  the  hcly 
miniilry,  in  tlie  collegiate  charge  of  Dunfernilinc,  en  Auguit 
7th,  171 1. 

For  feveral  years,  prior  to  his  appearing  in  a  pr.blic  charac- 
te;i%  he  wafe.aciofeltudcnt  in  the  various  branches  01  littrature, 
and  had  made  conliderablc  pro^refs  tlurcin.  Few  wpre  en- 
dowed with  a  grepter  Itretch  of  judgment,  and  a  penetrating 
dilpoiition  of  mind;  this,  joined  \Vitn  a  Uvcily  invention,  and 
a  tjnacious  memory,  enabled  iiim  to  make  great  refuarches 
after  truch,  and  eaidy  to  invc:lli;:jate  what  would  have  been 
very  diriioult  to  otht^rs,  not  poli'^lfccl  of  fiich  a  dej  th  of  thought 
juid  clear  way  of  realoning.  Thefe  (hining  qualitiv^s,  which 
wjro;  the  gi^ts  of  nature,  were  confpicuous  in  him  ;  awd  bcin» 
enabled,  by  divine  grace,  to  iiTiprove  thtm  aright,  he  made  a 
more  coniiderabk  tigure,  in  praCUiing  the  vari(-us  duties  in- 
cu^nbent  on  the  Mi!»iiCwr.  and  tlu  diriuian,  than  many  others 
ot  iiis  cotemporarics. 

Thoug'i  his  n^ivunil  and  acquirc4  abilili-s  juftly  procured' 
hl:n  thj  tide  of  a  learned  man;  yet  he  endeavuured  to  make 
all  his  learning  fubfervi-^nt  to  his  theological  itpdies,  which  is 
mar^i  thin  mii^ny  can  boait  of  who  c;re  much  extolled  for  their 
literature.  For  this  purpose  he  carefully  and  diligently 
it-Hrciitd  the  I'criptures,  had  much  pleal'ure  in  them,  retained-* 
a  vaR  deal  of  tliem  upon  his  mind,  as  is  evident  from  his  quo- 
ting thefe,  with  facility,  to  prove  every  point  of  do<ririne  he- 
was  difcouriing  on:  ile  likewifcj  read  over,  with  attention  of 
Siiiid,  many  bodijs  of  divinity,  compared  thole  with  tlie  oracles 
of  truth,  on  which  the  compilers  of  them  founded  them;  and- 
had  ever  at  hand  the  belt  commentators  on  the  i>ii^ie,  to  fee 
^ho  moll:  reached  the  mind  of  the  Holy  Sjurit.  'I'ins  being 
^e  cafe,  it  is  little  wonder  he  made  inch  proficiency  in  hia 
.jefearches  after  truth,  and  that  his  PRACXxgAJU  WKiTiNCa 
t^'e  been,  fo  inuch  efteemed  and  admired^. 
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Under  the  charafter  of  a  miniftcr  of  the  gofpel,  having  now 
a  paftoral  relation  to  a  particular  flock,  in  the  church  univer- 
fal,  he  determined  not  to  know  any  thing,  fave  Jefus  Chrift 
and  liim  crucified :  He  was  inilant  in  feafori  and  out  of  feafon 
in  all  the  parts  of  his  minllerial  labours,  and  gave  himfelf 
wholly  thereunto  ;  exhorting  the  people  under  his  truft,  from 
houfe  to  houfe,  in  the  way  of  family- vifitation :  examining 
them  more  publicly  upon  the  principles  of  our  holy  religion; 
vifiting  the  fick,  when  called :  and  preaching  the  everlalting 
gofpel,  in  which  he  had  a  verj"  pleafant  and  edifying  gift.  He 
preached,  by  turns,  with  his  colleague,  every  Sabbath  and 
rhurfday,'thro'  the  year;  and  afterwards,  when  he  had  none, 
for  feveral.  years  before  his  death,  he.  officiated  alone,  very 
pun£luaMy,  both  on  Sabbath  and  week-day. 

He  delivered  few  extemporary  produ<^ion5.  His  fermons 
were  generally  the  fruit  of  diligent  (Itidy,  and  afliduous  ap- 
plication. For  the  mod  part  he  wrote  all ;  and  kept  very 
clofe  by  his  notes  in  the  delivery,  except  when  the  Lord  was 
pleafed  to  carry  xxi  upon  his  mind,  in  time  of  preacliing,  fome 
pat  and  appofite  enlargements,  whereof  he  had  no  previous 
ftudy,  and  to  which  he  neverthlefs -chcarfully  gr.ve  way,  ^s 
coming  from  him,  who  has  ^he  tongue  of  the  learned ;  who 
knows  how  to  fpeak  a  word  in  feafon  to  him  that  is  weary, 
Ifa.  I.  4, ;  and  who  fays,  ^'  It;  fliall  be  given  you  the  fame  hour 
what  ye  (hall  fpeak ;  for  it  is  not  ye  that  fpeak,  but  the  Spirit 
of  your  Father  that  fpeaketh  in  you,"  Ms^tth.  x.  19,  20. — He 
was  blefled  with  a  rich  and  fertile  invention,  as  appears  in  the 
agreeable  and  entertaining  diverfity,  wtierewith  his  heads  of 
doftrine  are  every  where  adorned^  The  poetical  genius, 
with  which  he  was  happily  endowed,  contributed  not  a  littlQ 
to  the  embelUfhment  of  his  difcourfes,  with  a  variety  of  per- 
tinent epithets  and  ftriking' metaphor s^ 

His  gift  of  pretjching  was  both  in[lru6ling  and  fearcKing, 
Few  outfhone  hini  in  the  nervous  and  convincing  manner, 
whereby  he  confirmed  the  tnith  of  the  do£lrines  he  infilled  on  ; 
j^d  fewer  ftill  in  the  warm  and  pathetic  addrefs,  in  which  hei 
enforced  thie  praAice  of  them. 

He  peculiarly  excelled  in  the  ample  and  free  offers  of  Chrift 
he  made  to  his  hearers;  and  the  captivating  and  alluring 
methods  he  ufed,  for  gaining  their  compliance,  or  their  receiv- 
ing and  refting  on  Ghriil  alone  for  their  falvation,  as  thus 
freely  and  fully  exhibited  unto  them  in  the  gofpel.  On  all 
which  accounts  he  was  juftly  efteemed,  and  much  followed,  as 
one  of  the  moll  popular  and  edifying  preachers  of  his  day. — — * 
During  his  time,  facramental  foUmnities,  at  Dunfermline,  were 
?nuch  crouded ;  numbers  of  people,  from  feveral  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  reforting  unto  them ;  and  the  Lord  was  pleafed  to 
c<^uiiCQDanQe  fome  o£  tftefe  communions,  mtlvft^g^tii  e;'\4;.T.^^s  ^€ 
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his  gracious  prcfence  and  influence,  to  the  fweet  and  comforta* 
bleexpeiience  of  many. 

It  appears  from  what  our  Author  has  publiflied,  that  he 
was  an  able,  clofe,  arid  clear  reai'oner  j  and  could,  wlien  he  fet 
.  himfelf'to  it,  ex}iau(l  a  lubjecl.  His  Aile  was  of  a  medium, 
between  the  lofty  and  combaft,  being  natural,  unafle^ed,  manly 
and  fcriptural ;  and  free  from  mcanncfs  end  lownefs  ;  tliough 
indeed  lie  ftudied  much  to  adapt  himfelf  to  the  capacity  of  tliO 
auditory;  There  centtrrcd  in  liim  gravity,  without  dulnefs  ;- 
and  fmartpefs,  without  forthinefs  ;  ncN-er  chooling,  in  his  public 
appearances,  to  come  to  his  hearers,  with  the  intifing  words 
of  men's  wifJom;  but  to  preach  the  truths  of  the  everlafiing 
gofpel  in.fhcir  genuine  purity,  and  naked  limplicity.  He  was 
poiieft  of  excellent  talents  for  jlhe  pulpit ;  he  had  a  pleafant 
voice,  free  of  any  dilagrceable  tone  and  falfe  pathos ;  and 
every  unprejudifed  perfon  will  remlily  grant,  who  have  any 
relim  for  fubllantial  matter,  and  tlrat  doclrine  which  is  ac- 
cording to  godlinefs,  delivered  in  an  unafRrcled  manner,  that  he 
was  an  agreeable,  as  well  as  a  faithful,  judicious,  evangelicair  ' 
preacher. 

As  to  his  miniftrations  in  general,  it  will  be  reacVrly  acknow- 
ledged, that  he  was  an  able  minilter  of  the  New  Tellament. 
He  made  choice  of  the  moll  interefting  fubje£ls  to  preach  upon ; 
and  it  was  his  peculiar  deliglit  to  preach  Chrill  ciucified,  and 
to  exalt  the  dpArine  of  free  grace,  through  his  imputed  right- 
eoufncfs.  He  couldF  rightly  divide  the  word  of  truth ;  and 
ikilfuUy  parcel  out  to  evtry  one  their  portion  in  due  feafon. 
He  was  none  of  thofc  flat,  dull,  lazy,  infipid  preachers ;  but 
delivered  his  fermons,  with  pathetic  zeal,  fervcur,  and  affec- 
tion. He  was  a  fon  of  thunder,  when  he  nmde  known  the  ter- 
rors of  the  Lord  to  hypocrites,  falfe  and  carnal  profcfTors : 
iuid  had  the  tongue  of  ti^e  learned  to  fpeak  a  word  of  confola- 
tion  to  thofe  who  were  weaiy  ar.d  heavy  laden ;  inviting  tliem 
to  truft  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jelus  Chrill,  and  to  flay 
theipfelv^es  on  him  as  the  God  of  their  falvation.  • 

His  miniftry  was  very  trying  and  fearching  ;  he  had  a  pecu-* 
Jiar  way  of  addrefling  himfelf  lo  the  confcicnce  ;  could  eafily 
delineate  the  foul,  and  rcpreft  nt  the  finner  in  his  native 
colours.  He  was  a  clofe  and  hai  d  ftudcnt  to  his  old-age,  took 
a  great  deal  of  pains  in  the  compofition  of  his  fermons,  and 
digefled  tliem  well.  When  he  preached  occafionally  in  other 
places,  abroad  from  his  fixed  charge,  his  miniftrations  were 
very  acceptable,  and  often  left  a  deep  impreffion  on  the  minds 
of  the  hearers.     He  was  a  wife,  prudent,  learned,  and  accom- 

i^lifbed  minifter;  well  underllood,  conliantly  inculcated, ,  and 
trenuoufly  defended  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jeiiis.  In  fhort,  he 
h^  the  telUmony  of  all  who  had  a  true  relifti  for  xXv^  ^otvsvx^ 
md  fabjlme  dddrincs  of  the  blefll  d  Redeemer* 
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It  will  eafily  appear  to  the  judicious  and  experienced  reader 
in  perUiing  his  wf  itingr,,  that  ha  had  as  dexterous  a  faculty  in 
ranrackin;^  the  plagU','S  of  the  he  art,  and  delcribing  the  diverfi- 
fijd  circuintanCviS  of  fcrious  and  excrcifed  fculs,  as  if  they  had 
fully  coniinuincateJ  thjir  fviv^ral  doubts  and  cafes  unto  liim ; 
r»V:le,  in  the  mean  time,  he  wis  only  unfolding  the  in>vard  ex- 
perience of  his  own  foul,  what  hvi  himiclf  felt  of  the  workings 
of  unbelief,  and  of  ;he  powerful  influeiic^  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
in  oppofition  thcreuiito  ;  which  could  n«t  but  quadrate  or  agree 
with  the  operations  of  the  fclf-fanic  Spirit  of  God  in  others ;. 
for,  "  As  in  wat^r,  face  anfwxrcth  to  face,  fo  doth  the  heart 
*'  of  man  to  man  *•" — No  trl:l  or  temptation  can  befal  any  o£  ' 
tlie  faints.,  .but  fome-thing  fiinilar  thereunto'  has.  happened  to. 
others  before  them,  as  the  apoftle  afferts,  when  he  fays, 
*'  There  haih  no  temptation  taken  yo%  byt  fucb  a^^.  i.s. common. 
♦'tomanf," 

This  eniiivent  fervont  of  Jefus  Chrift,  being  exercifed  ta 
grnllinefs  from  his  youth,  became  by  the  grace  of  God,  a  fcribe 
in.crufled  unto  the  kingdom  of  heayen,  whom  our  Lord  com- 
l^ares  to  an  lioudiolder,  who  bring jth  forth  out  of  his  treafure,^ 
ilungs  ajrw  and  oldt*  Old  invariable  truths,  but  new  illuPtra-. 
tioiis  of  them  j  old  experiences,  the  fame  with  other  faints 
before,  but  new  obfcrvations  and  inijrovcmcnts  upon  them:-, 
fo  that,  wiih  aVuridi;Kce  of  propriety,  it  may  be  laid,  that, 
thjrt  are  few  perplexing  douUs,  or  intricate  cafes,  which  thc; 
iiiints  have,  ac  any  time,  bcei^  exercifed  v  ith,  that  are  not  in, 
{omv  one  or  other  of  his  ftnnons,  very  judicioul^y  folved,  and.- 
ciii[i!]£lly  clucidiited,  or  cleared  up.  « 

His  convei'faiiun  was   holy  and  blamelefs,  favoury  and  re-. 
ficil-.^n^i;,  Vvunn  and  afie^ionaic,  Ipiiitual  apd  edifying.     In  ail: 
thii>gs  lie  aded  ns  one  tliat  had  txpeiienced  the  grHse  of  God 
bringing  falvation,     Mrry  yet  ^dive  are  witncfles  of  his  pious, 
ccnvwiiai-ion,  and  fiiir/nig  depot imei.t,     Ev^ry  one,  who  lu:d   . 
opportunity  to  mark   his  a£aons,  can  attell,  that  he  lived  up 
to  the  truths  he  preached.     He  defired  and  aficdcd  to  be  o£ 
the  party  of  fuch  as  fpoke  well. of,  and  were  for  advancing  and 
cl'ji:'ending  the  declarative  glory  of  his  exalted  Lord;  pleading 
for  the  fufliciency  and  freedom-  of  divine  grace  ;    fvr  debafing 
tJie  creature,  and  exajting  holinefs^ 

He  was  favoured,  by  his  blefled  Mafter,  with  uncommon 
d':g;rees  of  the  manifeftations  of  the  love  of  God,  and  enjoyed 
the  h>ghell  meafures  of  uffuranct.  He  was  much  honoured  by 
the  Moil  High,  in  his  public  mhiipLration^,  in  anfwering  the 
doubts,  and  folving  the  perplexing  cafes  of  the  truly  eXereifed 
foul ;  inilances  whereof  his  works  abound  with,  He  converfed^ 
much  with  thofe  exercifed  to  godlincls ;  and  by  this  rneansi; 

f  fi^.  xxvil  tp,       f  I  Cor,  X.  13,       X.  ^^^^  >JJ^-  S*^'. 
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came  to  be  well  acquainted  with  the  various  cxcrclfcs  cf  tlis 
Lord's  people ;  .and  Kc  had  a  particular  regard  for  all  fuch» 
and  took  great  pl;:afuie  ia  Lting  iLryiueubk  to  tiwm,  hov.e'.tr 
HW'an  their  cirJumitanccs  iu  the  world  were,  'I'he  rich  in 
faith  were  to  hinj  the  excellent  oucs  in  the  earth,  in  v.honi  he 
had  peculiar  plv'afure  and' dtligl it.  This,  together  with  tl-e 
feeling  fenle  he  had  of  thtle  tLings  u|*(.n  liis  own  i\  ul,  jul'ly 
procured  him  the  ch.^rudcr,  and  induced  iL^iy  to  U-rni  hir.*, 
the* experimental  prwuchcr. 

He  ever  had  a  mighty  z^'al  for  the  declarative  glorj'  of  God  ^ 
ft  great  cojiceni  for  tlie  Redeemei's  intcrtft ;  ai»d  a  becomiiig  ' 
eileehi  for  the  peculiar  docirines  oF  Chriiuanity ;  he  w  &s  deeply 
^fFeAed  with  what  injured  the  iirh;  fcnliLly  touched  with  any 
thing  that  endiingered  tlie  next ;  and  foon  alkirmtd  viiih  what- 
ever encroachments  were  made  on  the  lalU  .This  natively  led 
him,  at  different  periods  of  his  life-time,  to  be  engaged  in 
feveral  contrcvcrlics,  both  theological  and  jiolitical :  In  ail 
wliich,  he  conduilcd  the  matter  w  ith  that  ioliiiity  of  iudgment 
peculiar  to  himfclf,  and  with  a  fir:;r.gth  of  argument  becoming 
his  great  mind,  and  acquit  himfelf  in  fuch  a  mafterjy  manner, 
^s  not  only  to  filence  his  opponents,  but  procure  himftlf  the 
phara£ler  of  a  llrong  reafoner,  an  able  difputant,  and  a  valiant 
and  heroic  champion  for  the  truth. 

We  find  our  Author  accordingly  making  feveral  public 
fippearances  of  thu  nature.  In  the  year  1730.  when  the 
General  Aff<-n\bly  injured  many  g<>fpcl  truths,  by  their  filth 
a£l  condemning  a  book,  intitkd,  1  he  M Arrow  of  McDrRN 
Divinity,  he  appeared  undauntedly  on  the  fide  cf  thofe  who 
piade  a  feafonable  and  commcnd;;ble  iiand  ior  thefe  precious 
truths  which  were  coxidgmned  and  buried  by  the  AilcmUy'a 
^ft.  And  he  not  only  turned  the  edge  of  i'cvtral  of  liis 
fermons,  preached  about  that  time,  againit  tl.is  ad,  but  com- 
pofed  a  particular  difcourfe on  that  iubjcct, wherein  he  afTcitcJ 
and  defended  the  peculiar  dodrines  condemned  thereby,  and 
clearly'  red  up  raiarches  between  the  law  and  the  golpel*. 
Our  Author  did  not  fatisfy  himfelf  w  ith  this,  but  alio  joined 
hirafelf  with  feveral  otht;r  brethren,  who  gave  in  to  the 
Gtneral  Aflembly  17 zi,  a  Reprefentation,  fetting  forth  the 
pernicious  nature  of  faid  a£l,  condcfcending  on  the  particular 
doArines  wounded  by  it ;  which,  indeed,  l)ad  no  other  effe£l 
upon  the  Affembly,  but  to  induce  them  to  corroborate  their 
^d  1720,  by  another  in  the  year  172*. 

When 

♦  Scvxral  of  ihefe  parages  may  be  fccn  by  confulting  Vol.  I.  f  ^44- 
Vol.  II  p.  304,  305,  395.— The  difcourlc  compofcd  on  this  lubjeA,  may*  be 
icenyol.  II  p.  24i.  iacidcd,  Law.D£AxB|  Gob?&|.-Lirv 
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♦ 

When  Mr.  Simfon,  profeffor  of  divinity  in  the  vmiverfity  of 
Gla%ov/,  cnme  to  be  liiled^  in  a  fecond  procefs  before  the 
Afi*ini'i>Iy»  Anno  1727,  for  haying  vented  and  taught  fcveral 
propx)iitions  ropugnrait  to  the  fupreme  Deity  of  the  eternal 
bon  ci  G^xl,  cur  Author  ^^:as  mightily  alarmed  thereat,  and  fo 
took  part  with  thofe  wlio  made  a  laudable  oppofition  to  that 
pernicious  fcheme  of  doilririC  ;  and  alfo  tellifi'jd  cgainft  it  in 
i'cvcral  pf  his  difcourfes^  prcaghed  and  publiflied  at  that 
time  '^\  ^ 

Al>out  the  year  17  j^,  when  the  Church  of  Scotland  became 
inft'^Tied  witli  mfuiy  grofs  errors  and  pernicious  doclirines,  to- 
gctlicr  wiih  i\er  arbitraiy  C9ndi>5t,,  which  gave  birth  to  that 
memorable  event,  the  SEcr.ssiONf,  o'Ar  Author  did  not  at  firft 
fcnnally  adhere  to  thefe  miriifters  J  who  were  honoured  to  be 
the  happy  inllrivncnts  of  it;  yet  he  joined  with  thofe  who 
favoured  tl^.cir  tcllimony,  was  of  the  number  of  the  proteftera 
r.grdnft  any  fentcncc  that  \va3  pafied  againft  thcip*  aad  kept 
c-^'inmunion  witli  tlien\.  He  did  not,  for  fome  years,  xvfter 
the  SeccfT.on  came  to  he  Hated,  rciinc^uifh  communion  with, 
the  pitfcnt,  judicntorics :  but  after  all  means  wcx^  ufed  to. 
rcclriirii  tl^cm,  tQ  no  pnj'pofe,  and  all  expe^lations  failing  of 
th(ir  letting  about  reforn^ritif)iKWork,  he  at  laft  declined  them^ 
ri;.l  iv^iMally  jcined  riimfelf,  (v^'ith  fome  others)  to  the  four 
Jr.  :t] iron,  who  had,  by  this  time,  foiTiied.  thercfcl.ves  into  a 
iVjlJ^ytcry,  under  the  nar^ie  of  TilK  Assosliate  PnESBYTERr., 
1  .:'\:>  b.y.]y  greatly  increaied ;  and  vverc  much  countenanced  by 
V.I.',  n  r^ilitudes  of  people,  and  honoured  of  the  Lord  to  brirg 
yii'mA  I'v  m;  .-y  oj-.prcired  congregations,  and  to  publifli  ^the 
h'-  .5'.;--'t  mi,i  interclting  dodrincs  of  the  cverlalting  gofpel, 
to  .1!' :.    who  heard  little  or  nothing  of  thenu  '        " 

'       -\  5y 

*  Sc;  Vcl.  IT.   f.  <<4»  477.'»r-W1»cvcr  lias  a  miwJ'  t©  f^c;  Mr.  Sinrfon's 
pr  '.  '•  ir".:  ri;!  c^.".ii;/r'^P3  fchemc  of  doclrlnc,  contained  both  in  the  ^>ft  ar.ti  - 
Ic;c>''i.»  prc'-'.Ty,  and  its  'inccnllilcncy  \vi:h  the  fciiptures  and  our  ftandards,  may: 
CinOil:  tl:c  A(\  and  Tcltiniony,  p.  ^^^, — 6d. 

J  The  gronrds  on  which  the  SeccfiioQ  wns  ftated,  were  prinojparv  the/c*. 
x'.z.  the  prevailing  party'ji  carrying  on  a  courle  of  defection  from  oor  reformed;" 
princij-ks,  an  J  refuiing  to  he  reclaimed;  the  prevalepcy  of  error  in  dodfine» 
j.iriip.liiy  in  difcipline,  tyranny  in  go\'ernment ;  reftricling  minifteriai  frccdonn. 
and  fvthfv]Jncfs.  in  telHfying  againft  their  backflidings ;  opprelfing  the  heritage 
of  (rdd;  impolina  finful  terms  of  communion;  and  inflidling  cenfurcs  iipori, 
jriniiln;rs  for  teltifying  againll 'thefe  cpurfes. — The  reader  may  fee  a  mQjg  full 
account  of  the  commencement'  of  the  Scccfllpn,  by  confultirig  fomc  niKs  oa 
that  fcrmon,  iuitled,  The  Law  of  God's  Houfe,  inferted  in  Vol.  V. 

X  The  minillers  who  firft  conlfitutcd  the  Secefllon  wprc,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Eben*. 
Ilrskine,  broiUcr  U  oui  Auihot,  with  Meflis/  Wilson,  Ho:iQRi&rt)  swidL 
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•  By  this  m^ans,  our  Autlior  l"«ud  an  opporti:r.iiy  j.v.t  Into 
liisliand,  in  adorable  providence,  to  prcr.ch  the  ejnfjicl  to  n^::ay 
opnreffed  c^nji-eg^.liorfl^  to  diffufc  hh  vi  hokloi}-^  -doc'-rliiis 
more  extensively,  to  bear  Iiib  MjjPxr's  mcTi'.i;^^  to  grf;;t..r 
numbers,  aiul  fprciid  the  fame  of  th.e  bleflld  Redeemer  air.or.g 
malikind  futnersj  and  broiif;h.t  relief  to  nmny  po/Ibned  with 
unwholefome  do6lnne,  who  were  eiitwrl::incd  wi'.h  lilth  or 
nothing  but  hitrartji^ues  on  tlu  principles  ot*  iiit'^raiity. 

In  the  begv.i!ii!ig  of  the  year  17 41,  a  very  eM.xp.orx.Unr.ry 
commotion  took  place  at  Cambutlan;^,  ui'.d  '/.:r..C'o:L-r  p'.;rtu  ;a 
the  weft  of  Scotland,  occaiioned  by  J.Ir.  \v']::'.eriel'.l's  peri'on:! 
miniftrations  aniongft  tV.cm,  and  pcruiir.c^  l/ia  j^wi-nals  :  Tl.l* 
affair  was  looked  upon  by  irany,  and  atte'lctl  b,'  net  a  fwW,  as 
a  work  of  God,  and  a  re:narkable  dov.Ti-pour.r.  j  rithe  Spirits 
The  genuine  nature  of  this  work  wr.s,  however,  by  mar*y  lv»f- 
peeled;  and' they  afTigned  their  reafons  for  dcir^g  To,  iri  feveral 
printed  papers  jnibliQied  at  that  time*-'.  Ar.i;,:.:^  other  real'.n* 
for  queitioning  tl*i3  work,  tliis  was  one,  *••  TI.o;  it  Iiad  a  dired 
♦'  tendency  tj  lead  oiFpcrfons  from  buildtng  i!v::r  i'alvatiun  on 
*^  ChrUl  ill  die  woril,  to  build  on  fometlur.g  wrought  in  i]\Qn> 
^  felves;  and  to  form  an  imaginary  idea  of  Chriit^  as  Max, 
**  in  the  mind;  affirming  it  belonged  to,  and  a  grcrt  ortidc  cf 
*>  faving  faith."  Concerning  the  above  proporuion,  <;f  :^l;ni- 
ingan  imaginary  idea  of  Chrift,  as  man,  WtJ3  liJ^fiil  to  the 
faith  of  his  being  God-Man,  and  an  efl'cnlial  iihicle  ct  fa\iii3 
faith,  our  Author  wrote  an  elaborate  trealifv',  ir.t-:led  i*\\ivn 
KO  Fakcy  ;  or,  a  Trcatife  of  Mental  Ima«;es  :  h  bo  >k  fir.  ;j!.ir- 
ly  valuable,  for  the  clear  and  perfpicuous  nuumer  in  wliieli  Iw 
Iiatli  b^.ndljd  and  eftabliftied  this  important  point ;  cver\-  VyCiy 
worthy  of  our  Author,  and  refledled  the  fjreateft  Ivmour  iiri»n 
him;*  in  regard  it  hath  given  th6  grcateft  difplay  o't  his 
ftbilities,  both  as  a  divine  and  philofopher,  and  how  c.jpiiblc  he 
was  to  exhauft  any  point,  when  he  fet  himfelf  to  it,  cVen  in  an 
ftbftra^l  way  bf  rcafoning :  a  book  that  effedually  lilenccd  all 
his  opponefits ;  and  ftands  to  this  day  unanfwered. 

The  Aflfocbte  Body,  with  whom  our  Autlior  had  now  con- 
ne^ed  himfelf,  were  become  very  numerous,  both  in  minillcr* 
and  people  ;  and  were  fprcading  their  influence  to  a  confidci'a- 
ble  diftance:  the  greateft  harmony  and  unanimity  fubfifttd 
lunongft  them,  until  about  the  year  1746*  when  an  unhanny 
debate  at  laft  came  in- among  them,  concemisg  the  lawfuln  *•  f 
a  religious  claufe  in  fome  burgefs  oaths  ;  >ylueh,  in  the  iUue, 
tenmnated  in  a  rent  and  feparation  of  that  refpedable  body, 

to 

•  Whoever  Inclines  to  fee  ihcfc,  mayconfult  Mr.  Fifher's  Review  of  a 
Preface  to  a  Narrative  of  the  EpcrraorJinary  Work  at  K\\0/i\v,  !«.c.-^»tt  A^^ 
t>ur  Aatba-'s  Appendix  Co  fraud  and  Faliliood  difcovctcdi   Wl4\i>  ^«f3ftatt> 
iatkldi  Tbe  true  Chriil,  00  uevr  Quift^  m  V6L  VIL 
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to  the  :io  fmall  grief  of  the  tinily  religioiifly  difpofed.  Odf 
Author  was  of  the  number  of  thofc  who  midntainod  the  Law^ 
FULNESS  of  faid  religi^ms  claufc  ;  and  accordingly  wrote  feve- 
ral  trads  in  defence  thereof*.  In  the  whole  of  this  difpute^ 
he  matiiged  the  airairvvith  fuch  ftrength  of  argument,  andfor6e 
of  reafoTiiri ;,  as  at  once  both  puzzLjd  and  galled  his  adverferics ;' 
and  finding  thc-irifcjlves  unable  to  anfwer  his  argnmeilts,.  at  lal 
prjtcnded  to  draw  forth  the  fvvord  of  Church  difcipUne  againft 
hln.      Tlii.-;  he  entirely  defj  if^d,  as  being  improperly  inflidled; 

L,:vl  ufed  only  as  a  (Iratagein  to  Ihxngthen  their  parly. — 

So  much  may  fer\^e  as  a  few  (liort  hints  coriceniing  the  public 
tranfa»5lii)ris  in  wliioh  our  Author  was  engagtd. 

We  carinot  diCmifs  this  account  of  our  Author,  without 
t-Jcing  notice  of  another  particular  concerning  him,  which  con^ 
ftitutes  a  vefy  material  brJuicli  of  his  character*  He  "was  not 
cnly  defervedly  elleemed,  as  a  juJ.icions  Di'/ine  ;  but  alfo 
much  refpe<ftod  as  a  good  Pokt  :  And  he  hath  favoured  the 
world  with  fcveral  excellent  produced ons  of  that  iiature,  which 
have  all  met  v/ith  a  very  favourable  reception*  IJis  poetical 
talent  was  eiriployed  cJhicfly  on  divine  lubje^s ;  fee  had  nd 
r^lifh  and  taitle  for  any  other*  In  his  yotinger  years,  at 
his  leifiire  hoUrs,  he  compofed  a  piece  which  is  now  en- 
tided,  GosiPEL-SoN-NETS ;  or.  Spiritual  Songs,  in  fix  partsj 
The  ufefulriefs  of  this  poetical  compend  of  the  revealed 
principles  of  oiii*  holy  religl:>n,  for  promoting  the  life  o( 
fcdtli,  comfoi't  and  holinefs,  will  be  experienced,  it  is  hoped^ 
by  many  of  the  faints  of  God,  to  the  lateit  pofterity;— Tliis 
piece  was  fo  well  reliuied,  that  it  hath  Undergone  a  multitude 
of  impreflions  ;  and  the  demand  for  it  is  as  gi'eat  as  ever; 

About  the  year  1738,  he  emitted  into  the  world  his  PoetiJ 
cal  Paraphrafe  upon  the  whole  book  of  the  Song  of  Solomon  j 
which  indeed  is  an  evangelical  comment,  done  in  a  ftrain  ada[t-» 
ed  to  the  New-Tertament  difpenfation,  upon  that  allegorical 
or  iigurativj  part  of  holy  writ* — This  performance  has  like-* 
wife  been  vjry  acceptable,  and  undergoiie  avaiiety  of  editions. 

By  emitting  the  above- cfLys,  and  ibme  fmaller  poems  into 
the  world,  our  Author'^s  abilities,  as  a  poet,  came  to  be  eftablifli- 
ed :  And  he  accordingly  had  feveral  recommendatlotis  of  Synod 
given  him,  to  employ  forae  of  his  vacant  hours  in  turning  all 
the  fcripture  fongs  ino  common  metre,  of  the  fame  kind  with 
t  *€  ofalms  of  David.  Having  complied  with  this  recommenda- 
tion, he  publiflied,  in  the  year   1750,  as  a  ipecimen  of  the 

whole, 

•  Such  as.  The  lawfulnefs   of  the  religious  clauTe  of  fom^  Burgers  oaths  afl 

fertcd :— Fancy  no  faith ;  01,  a  rcafoiiabli'  warning  to  Sccedcrs,  againll  ihe  liafui 

conftiiution  of  fome  brethren,  ^c. :— Obfervations  on  the  conduvEl  of  the  Icpa^ 

ratjjj^  brethren,  in  two  parts  ;—yimsy   Hill  ao   faithi— with,  ftveral  other 

jminphlcts. 
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Vliole>  an  intire  verdon  of  the  book  of  the  L\men'TATi6n«^ 
V,  ith  the  fcrii^ture  text  on  the  margin,  that  the  render  might  ' 
fee  how  clofs  he  kept  to  the  origin  »l.  To  tliis  pivce  he 
'  fubjoiued  a  two- fold  verfion  of  David^s  lall*  words ;  v.ith  a 
paraphrafe  on  the  firft  g-^fpel-prtiinife,  and  gi-eat  gnfptl- 
tiyllery.  —Some  time  after  this  he  puUilhed  a  '.hurt  \  crlion 
of  the  Song  of  Solomon,  adapted  to  the  Pfidm  tunts.  aloi^j 
V  ith  a  new  edition  of  Lis  large  paraphrafe  there<>f.  'I'o  ihi« 
piece  he  fuhjoin-d  two  fhort  pocins;  the  firit  on  ihc  tcrt 
plagues  of  Kj;^pt ;  and  the  next  on  the  ten  comm  tadiucnts.— ^ 
Job's  Hymns  made  th^ir  next  app-.-aranee  in  the  w(>rU^  con- 
filing  of  an  hundred  Hiort  poemu,  on  as  ir.any  fclecl  p'^fl-dges  iu 
that  book.  This  pi^ce  was  prepf»rcd  for  the  prcfs  by  the 
Author's  own  hund;  but  not  jmUilhed  till  aft^r  liis  dccealV. — 
The  rell  of  the  ScHiPTURK  Son<^s,  in  three  parts,  complctrd 
cur  Author's  lindertuking.  They  were  triuiforibed  fn m  his 
fliort-hand  characters,  and  r.vil'evl  by  his  i  *?  ,  tht  Uev.  Air* 
H>:nry  Eu8!tiNE,  late  Minucer  at  Fj.lkikkJ  and  publilhtd 
fbmctime  afttr  his  death. 

Bendes  thcfe  poetkal  pieces  above-mentionid,  there  were  a 
variety  of  other  fir  all  poems  written,  and  fome  of  them  pvb- 
liHied  by  our  Author ;  I'uch  as,  Sm^aking  rpiritnalized.  Sei'ip- 
ture  authorities  for  fubje«Sling  to,  and  pra)ing  for,  civil  nragU- 
trates.  With  fever.d  funeral  poems,  elegies,  epitliets,  Jkc, 
,upon  fome  grer.t  and  cdebrpted  men*. — Thufe  who  have  any 
appetite  for  the  fubllautial  and  folid  food  of  the  word,  to  the 
nouriihmcnt  ^  their  precious  and  immortal  fouls,  and  do  u<^t 
want  to  be  ftarved  and  decoyed  with  empty  notions  and  Tiuiciful 
flights,  will  readily  meet  with  fuitableand  agreeable  entertr.ifj-i 
mcnt  in  the  poetical  performances  of  this  reverend  Author,  , 
which  are  re-publiilied  at  the  end  of  his  fermons. 
.  This  faithful  aiii  laborious  fervant  of  Jefus  Chrift,  labcured 
fuccefsfuUy  in  tKe  work  of  .the  minil^ry,  and  continued  pi5biick- 
ly  afefiil  in. his  Matter's  work,  till  within  a  few  days  of  his 

■  departure ;  for  he  preached  in  his  own  pulpit  on  Sabbath  the 
apth  of  Odobcr  1752.  As  he  always  liad  a  peculiar  regard 
for  the  interclting  clo<ftrin(5s  of  the  everlailing  gofpel ;  and  as 
his  pious  icul  buiTit  fervently  wiih  a  vehement  love  to  «,ur 
klefled  Redeemer :  fo  it  would  feem,  providence  fo  ordered  tlie 
matter,  that  his  laft  public  exercifes  here  below,  were  fui table  - 
to,  and  preparatory  for  the  celeftial  ones.     In  the  latter  part 

of 

*  Wc  are  certain  our  Author  "wrote  »n  elegiac  poem  to-  the  memoiy  of 

■  Mr.  Jaiwes  Ciuhbert ;   with  elegies  on  McflVs.  Alexander  Hamilton,   Patrick 
Phlendcrlleth,   George  Mair,   James  Bathgace^^  and  'William  Moncrief;  with 
an  inicniKion  on  the  grave-ltonc  of  Mr.  Uilfon,   and  Provoil  Brosrn  at  Per:ti, 
and  Mi.  Balaniine  at  Sanquhar;   and  epitaphs  on  MefTrs.  Boi\ocv  ax^viv0&,  i^4. 
llunttr  at  Gatefball,  &c.  '  He  wrote  aJfo  two  other  poema,  \\i.  TVc  W^vi^ 

marriage  of  Queen  Scoja,  onocLalion  of  the  union  MSS.   aivd  'D.itiSwtx^^^ 
aJdrc/s<o  King  George  I.  on  hU  acceffioa  tg  ihc  ihiQnc  j  ^uutc^. 
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df  his  life,  when  ilot  engaged  in  his  ordinary  minifterial  Wortv 
he  was  employed  in  Oorapofing  his  Scripture  SongJ:  And 
inay  it  not  with  propriety  he  faid;  that  this  was  an  agreeabls  * 
exercife,  and  higlily  fuitable,  as  introductory  to  Tinging  the 
fong  of  Mofes' and  the  Laiilb*?  Thelaft  fubjeCls  he  wad 
dire<^ed  to  handle,  feem  to  be  his  appending  his  feal  to  th^ 
whole  Chriftian  Icheme,  and  giving,  his  laft  terriniotiy  to  a  re- 
ligious coUrfe;  dirawn  fronf  thefe  words,  >'  Wifdom's  ways 
are  ways  of  plc'afAntnefs  ;  and  all  her  paths  are  peace :"  and 
his  firm  eJtpe£lations  of  a  bleffed  immortJllity ;  from  thefe 
words,  "  I  kUow  that  my  Redeemer  liveth,"  &c» 

Whenjie  had  finllhed  his  Mafter's  public  work  in  the  world^ 
and  been  fo  fuitably  prepared  for  the  heavenly  manfions, 
he  was  feijted,  in  the  end  of  the  forefaid  month,  viz*  Odobei* 
1750,  with  a  nervous  fevei*,  (wherein, neVerthelefs  he  enjoyed 
the  exerclfe  of  his  judgment  and  fenfes,)  which  laded  only  foi* 
a  few  days,  and  1%  laft  was  the  happy  meffenger  o£  freeihg  hini 
from  the  incumbrances  of  an  imbodied  ilate,  and  leading  liim 
to  the  world  of  Spirits,  and  the  regiohs  of  eternal  blifs  and 
felicity ;  for,  on  the  eight  day  of  the  fever,  he  fell  afleep  in 
the  Lord,  being  Monday,  Nov*  6th,  .i752i»  in  the  68th  yeai* 
of  his  age,  after  labouring  unweariedly  and  fuccefsfally  in  the 
work  of  the  miniftry,  among  his  flock  in  Dunfermline,  for  the 
fpace  of  iorty-.two  years  f,  and  went  to  take  poflcflion  of 
the  kingdom  prepared  for  him  5  where  he  now  reftdes  in  the 
country  of  e\^erlafting  happinefs,  beholding,  in  righteoufhefsj 
the  face  of  his  glorious  aod  exalted  Rsdeemer,  whofe  vifits, 
wliile  in  the  body,  made  him  glad,  whofe  battles  he  had 
unweariedly  fou(;;ht,  whofe  caufe  *  he  had  zealoufly  defended, 
whofe  truths  he  iiad  ftrenuoufly  maintained,  whofe  gofpel  he 
had  faithfully  publiflied, '  and  to  whom  he  had  kept  his  allegi-* 
ance,  as  long  as  he  had  his  abode  in  thefe  tents  of  feparation* 
He  now,  in  the  company  of  angels  and  archangels,  and  in 
concert  with  the  company  of  f:jints  made  perfed,  fings  the 
high  praifes  of  the  mighty  Saviour,  whofe  love  Jiiany  times 
ilied  abroad  in  his  foul  while  here,  in  his  militant  (late,  filled 
him  with  heavenly  raptures- 

When 

*  It  woylcl  appear  he  was  Ibmc  way  fcnfiblc,  and  had  fome  prefages  of  hi* 
approacluHg  diffolution :  for,  the  very  day  he  had  finilhcd  thefe  Soscs,  we  are 
told,  he  faid  to  his  fpoufc,  (who  had  been  {bmetimes  before  acquainting  him^ 
that  it  was  uneaiy  to  her  to  be  fo  much  deprived  of  his  company,  by  his  clofe 
application  to  ftudy  j)  he  had  got  his  public  work,  -he  intended  for  the  prels, 
tiniftied;  and  that  (he  might  now  expe<St  a  Ihtle  more  of  his  company  for 
fometlme,  but  it  v/oM  not  be  long  till  flie  (hould  be  deprived  of  it  altogether* 

f  He  was  buried  in  the  church-yajd  pf  Dunfermline,  on  Thurfday  the  ^ih 
of  the  forefaid  month.  His  corpfe  was  attended  to  the  place  of  intennent  by  an 
JncojjceivabJe  aumbcr  of  ^e^iators,  dzeolj  dud  Juftly  tcgccuin^  the  lofs  of  r»  , 
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'  When  on  his' death-bed,  company  was  forbid  him,  by  order 
of  his  phyficians;  and  therefore  few  had  the  benefit  of  his  lall 
ad\'ices,  and  dying  conv':rfation:  fuch  who  enjoyed  it,  were 
luitably  entertained,  and  fenfilily  refrt-flied.  He  himfclf  com-* 
plained,  that  foicw  attended  him  at  that  time;  wl/ich,  indeed, 
IS  the  reafon  why  fo  few  of  liis  d^ing-fentiments  can  be  tranl- 
mitted  to  pofterity. 

Our  worthy  Author  affords  room  for  large  commcAlations^ 
and  his  character  y7VLS  of  the  highell  kind :  want  of  abilities 
permits  not  to  do  jullice  to  fo  great  a  manj  and  attempting 
to  do  it,  may  Ihew  a  deficiency  of  talents  neceflWry  ibr  giving 
an  exa6l  portrait  of  liim,  at  full  length.  On  the  one  hand, 
as  we  entirely  defpife  and  abhor  that  meanncfs,  of  giving  flat- 
tering titles  to  any  man ;  fo,  on  the  other,  we  are  glad,  that, 
on  this  fubje^l,  there  is  as  little  occalion  for  them,  as  we  want 
inclination  to  ufe  them, — If  Mr.  Erskine  is  confidcred  as  to 
his  Natural  Endowments,  lie  poiTefTed  many  fine  qualities  ; 
he  had  a  fweet  temper,  a  clear  Iiead,  a  rich  invention,  a  lively 
imagination,  and  a  great  memory*— If  he  is  viewed  as  to  his 
Acquired  Abilities ;  he  was  well  acquainted  with  all  the  ufe- 
f  ul  branches  of  literature,  being  an  able  fcholar^  an  accurate 
logician,  and  a  penetrating  philofopher. — If  he  is  confidered 
as  to  his  Office:  he  was  a  great  and  judicious  divine,  a  pious 
.and  evangelical  preacher,  an  accurate  critic,  a  profound  reafon- 

evy  and  an  able  cafuiA, In  fliort,  he  was  not  only  a  learned 

man,  but  an  affectionate  and  familiar  friend,  a  focial  companion, 
a  devout  Chriilian,  and  a  burning  and  ihining  light :  he  bXimed 
with  fervent  zeal  for  the  truths  of  the  goi'pel,  and  was  foon 
alarmed  at  any  attempt  to  darken,  fully,  or  pervert  them  ,*  and 
was  a  fliining  example  of  piety,  holinefs,  and  integrity :  for, 
from  what  we  know  of  him,  >ve  have  reafon  to  conclude,  he 
kept  his  allegiance  to  his  glorious  Mafter,  Chrift  Jefus,  pled 
hiscaufe  with  intrepidity,  and  honourably  finiflied  his  Chriiti^n 
courfe. 

By  his  death,  the  church  of  Ghrift  loft  a  great  light,  a  heroic 
champion  fur  the  truth,  and  a  bold  contender  for  the  faith. 
Once  delivered  to  the  faints. — The  body  he  was  laft  connected 
with,  have  been  deprived  of  an  ufeful  member,  and  a  fliining 

ornament  tp  their  caufc. The  'congregation  he  laboured 

among,  loft  an  able  and  faithful  minifter,  a  laborious  and  fuc- 
ceisful  wrefller,  dnd  a  painful  and  diligent  inftrudlor, — His  fa- 
mily and  relatives,  loft  a  true  friend,  an  affedlionate  hulband,  a 
tender-hearted  parent,  and  a  ftriking  pattern  of  virtue.— His 
Acquaintances  and  Intimates, .  an  endearing  brother,  a  focial 
companion,  and  ptxi  engaging  friend. 

Vol.  L  >  3  O^^ 
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Otjr  Author  was  t^\ice  married.  His  firll:  i^iarriage  t^^af 
with  Marsaut-.t  Dkwar,  aclauglitcrof  the  ].>4rdot"  Laiiotiic*;. 
who  iiv'jd  witli  hijn  about  iixtcen  years :  In  which  time  flic 
b-.-jre  ten  ciiildreii ;  fi\'e  fjus  and  five  daughters  j* — Kis  fecond 
in:riu':;j  v/as  vvith  Margaret  Simsok,  a  daughter  of 
M'--.  Si-iiibn^  wi'iter  to  th^  figtrjt  m  Edinbiirr^h ;}:,  who  bore 
lii  n  iour  fons,  and  furviycd  htmiclf  fome  few  yjars^ — "^rhree 
of  his  i^iis  ofthe  firll  marriige^  were  iim)i'ilers  in  the  Aflbcia- 
tion,  viz..  TlyQ.  Rcx\  Mcfc.  ill.NRY,  John,  iindjAXEs;.  the  firfl: 
was  oi\laiTK;d  nuRittcr  at  Falkirk,  the  fecond  at  Leilie,  and 
thj  iliii'd  at  Stirling-.  All  of  th^m  died  in  the  priiue  of  their 
a:^e,  when  they  li.^.d  given  the  world  juil.  group.d  to  conceive 
hi^h  expedation<3  of  thjir  ulcful^njfs  m  the  Church.  One  of 
tn:;  dau^^iiters  of  the  firlt  marriage  was  married  to  Mr.  Jons 
I'fE.VLAjDs,  merchant  in  Glafrrow,  the  t-dit or  of  his- Practical 
Wor-ks.;  lis  only  child  nj.v  in  lifw,  is  ilor::RT,  a  fon  of  the 
iec<)>>d  niarriag/j,  a  n^^'rchant,  fomctime  refidia^  in  London. 

FFOJn?  the  accouTU  already  giA^cn-  of  our  Author,  tlie. reader 
Vvdll,  no  doubt,  think  we  iiiould  now  proeeea  to  give  fome 
acejiiiit  of  his  religiou-s  deportment;  ar>d  their  e.xpeclation* 
an  this-  l>ead,  perhaps,  may  run  very  high.  VVe  are  forry, 
truly  forry,  tliat  we  find  ourfclvcs  unable  to  gratify  our 
r.  aaers  in  tiiis  particular ;  in  regard  our  Author  lefc  no  written, 
mijinoirs  ot  the  r-wligiou-s  part  of  his  liie  :  True,  indeed,  he  left 
a  diary  behind  hint,  froin»  which  fomethrng  of  this  kind  was  * 
CMp^ded ;.  but,  upon  periifing  it,  it  was  found  to  contain  only 
fome  donreitic  incidents,  and  providw-mird  occurrences ;  the 
jHiblication  of  which  would  ferve  no  valuable  end. — No  qucf- 
tion,  hud  the  experiences  of  luch  a  fna^^iilar  man  been  left  upo» 
record,  they  v/oald  have  beefi  of  great  fervice,  and  higiily 
ccceptable  to  the  truly  devout  GhriiVian :  For  hq  was  a  maa 
who  poir^lLd  nJt.  only  a  very  extraordinary  degree  of  the  mod 
valaabV^  natural  gi^ts  and  endownjenta,  luch  as  cheaifulneis^ 
good-nature,  modjity,  and  gratitude,  uniting  in  him;  but  re- 
rij.ir'.vable  for  g'::nuine  piety,  a  h'^avenly  difpohtion  of  mind^ 
an.l  Well  HC^u^diited-v/ith  vital  religion  and  practical  godlinefs: 
yea,  in  hi:n  centered  all  the  ornaments  of  the  minilter,  anvl 

ami- 

*  This  mafriage  commenced,  July  i^tb.   1714. 

f  On   I  he  (leaili  oK  nis»   firlt   witc^  which   took   place  on  Ivov.  22d*  I73P» 
lie  CO! lipoid  tlie  two  folbwkio  vcflits. 

'  The  law  broug:ht  forth  fccr  precepts  ten, 
And  iheB  du'oiv'd  in  grace  : 
Tiijs  vine  as  many  boughs,  and  thca 
In  olory  look  htr  place* 

Her  dyiilg  breath,  triumphautty, 
•  I>id  that  Tweet  anthem  ling, 
"  77jaiiks  he  to  Gcd  fof^viaory  > 
"  O  death  !  where  is  thy  lVmg,>     , 

jt  His  ^ond  miirthge  took  place,  Tcbtuw^  i4^\i.  \'\'^ 


I'liE  LIFE  ot.THE  AUTfiOR.  ij 

ktnialle  qualities  of  the  Chriftian,  viithout  the  leaft  affc^lation, 
dr  fmallclt  appearance  of  vanity.  He  was  a  fliiring  infttince 
of  the  truth  and  ami-.ibljn'jfs  of  Chi  iiruinity,  and  an  cxcmplaiy 
pattern  of  fpiriiual  mind.dn'jfs  and  liiioere  devotion. —  But^ 
we  imagine,  from  tlie  (hort  hints  ah'cady  given  of  him,  and 
a  caTc'ful  jxjrui^d  of  liis  prac^ioal  writings,  tlie  reader  will  be 
at  no  great  lofs  to  figure  out  lo  himfeU' what  ihe  attainments 
and  experiences  of  iuch  a  worthy  pcrlon  mull  have  been  ; 
and  eaiily  concladc  that  certainly  they  wcro  very  remarkable. 

Before  we  finiPa  this  account  of  our  Author,  it  will  pro- 
■bably  be  expected  we  fliould  fay  fometliing  concerning  hid 
SERMONS,  and  otlier  Practical  AVritincjs*  'I'hcfe  wirks 
will  fpeak  for  themfelves.  And  as  the  moft  of  tJxm  liavc 
long  ago  appeared  in  the  world  in  fingle  tracls  ;  and  of  late 
colLdied  into  two  large  voluines  in  fulio,  and  elegantly  printed; 
fo  they  have  already  had  their  ulefuhiefs  and  praii'c  in  tlic 
church  of  Chrill :  And  for  us  to  attempt  giving  tm)-  recom- 
mendation to  them,  w^ould  be  Inghly  unbecoming  to  great  a 
man,  and  offering  a  real  indignity  to  his  worthy  memory.— 
Thofe  of  them  wliich  liave  been  taken  from  Manufcripts, 
fince  hi^  death,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  as  accq)table  as  tliofe 
formerly  publilhed  in  his  life-timj;  as  the  fubjc<^ls  are  of 
equal  importance,  the  fame  evangelical  fpirit  breathes  through 
them,  and  the  ffvme  foul-nourilljingfood  to  be  found  in  them.— 
Without  flattery  it  may  be  faid,  that  the  whole  of  his  doc^ 
trine  was  according  to  godlincis ;  that  he  took  pleafure  to 
exhibit  the  Redeemer  in  the  gloiy  and  riches  of  his  grace; 
^ade  choice  of  the  moil  appoiitc  fuhje^ls  for  ini'lriiOling  the 
ignorant,  ftrengthening  the  weak,  comforting  the  dejecled, 
and  for  winning  fouls  to  the  blelfed  Jefus.  —  His  writii^gs, 
after  properly  informing  the  judgment  in  the  poirit  of  do(^rine 
he  made  choice  of  to  illuilrate,  contain  tlie  molt  ampld  iuid  free 
offers  of  ChriO:;  the  moll  warm  and  pathetic  invitations  ta 
embrace  him ;  and  the  mod  w  inning  perfuafives  to  influence 
the  heart  to  a  chearful  compliance.  —  In  the  whole  of  his 
fermons,  the  reader  will  perceive  a  fervent  zeal  for  tile  honour 
and  caufe  of  Ghrill,  a  lltady  boldnefs  in  defending  Jiis  truths^ 
and  a  firm  attachment  to  the  do^lrine,  worfliip,  difciplinc, 
and  government  of  the  church  of  Scotland. — But  i^s  the  judici- 
ous and  intelligent  readers  will  obtain  the  julleli  fentiments, 
and  form  the  bell  charadcr  of  him  from  his  wriiin^];s,  we  fliall 
therefore  recommend  a  careful  perufal  of  thcfe  ;  Ihicerdy 
ivifliing  them  all  manner  of  fpiritual  inllru<^ion  and  edihcativ-a 
from  fuch  a  valuable  treafure  :•  for  by  thefe,.  though  he  be  now 
dead,  he  yet  fpeaketlu 

Gx^ASGow,  Auguft  P 

By 


P  O  E         M, 

To  the  MEJiORt  of  the  late 

Rev.  Mr.   RALPH    ERSKINfi. 


^layigito^  iielpoThene  !  AnzsKim  funera^  claf-um 

Cujus  ab  Rkdo LVKo  fidere  nomcn  babes, 
Scotia  nusjla  dole  :  Areskino  nemd  fupfrpes^  J  — 

S^ote  I  is  Britamiicis  contigit  altns  koiios. 

Eja  tamcn  gnude  I  Areskin^us  carrfiine  ^Ivit  | 

Operibu^  R ADOhPao  Jhma  pcramis  crit,    / 
Interea.  AnesKii^i  1  ammxfars  dlteranojhrcs^ 

^t  CaJedonumJlens  Eiegia  gemiu 

T    OWG  did  the  rtiufe  *  i'mpaiient  wait  to  fee> 
^-^   Some  lofty  poet  defcribe  his  pedigree  : 
Waiting  in  vain  Ibnie  able  pen  to  lcan>. 
^he  matchlefs  virtues  of  this  peerlefs  man  ;    • 
i^refum'd,  at  laft,  fome  rude  portrait  to  draw 
Of  him,  who  once  could  paint  without  a  flaw. 
Such  boldnefs,  fure,  does  much  indulgence  claim^  .  "J 
Since  lofty  flowVs  fliould  decorate  his  name,  > 

And  brilliant  ftfokes  aloud  extol  Ws  fame.  j 

Scott  A  !  what  ground  had  thdii  to  drop  a  tear? 
Thou  haft  not  loft  a  fniall,  .but  firft-rate  feerl 
A  feer  whofe  eyes  could  view  celeftial  blifs, 
And  fearch  the  wonders  in  that  vaft  abyfs. 
Erskine  !.  whofe  fame  to  diftant  climes  is  known  j 
Chrill's  real  friefid,  and  Truth's  bold  champion. 
His  works  divine,  to  future>ages  Ihall,  -j 

Speak  forth  his  real  excellence  to  all  j  C 

And  found  the  praifes  of  Immanuel.  j 

*  Tills  elegiac  poem  was  not  compofcd  till  the  year  1765,  bsiog  aboot  tliwr- 
tc^n  year*  Afur  Ml.  £rikiiic's  4catih 
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O  Scottifh  church  !  how  much  may  ft  thou  regret 
Thy  faithful  pallor,  ^nd  watchman  complete  ! 
Whofe  mind  could  fearch  heav'n*s  myll'ries  moft  pro-i 
Inveftigate  her  truths  to  all  around.  (fpuud^ 

Dunfernjline  too,  with  fobbing  breafis  can  tell. 
How  great  a  priell  has  fallen  in  ITracl ! 
A  lofs  which  heav'n  made  them  long  feel  the  fmart^ 
JJecaufe  bis  meffage  had  not  gainM  their  bean  *. 
The  Aflbciate  tril'>€  may  well  lament  the  cafe, 
That  fuch  a  herald  great  did  yield  his  place. 
He  of  that  number  was  in  hign  repute  ; 
And  to  defend  their  caufe  was  never  mute; 
And  could  each  prattling  fcribe  with  eafe  refute. 
This  is  not  all ;  each  friend  of  God  can  tell^ 
How  Zion  trembled  when  thia  pillar  fell. 
To  all  be  feemM  a  blazing  flar  moll  bright : 
Nay,  he  was  a  buraing  and  a  fliining  light. 

In  private  life  his  charafter^s  moft  complete  ;. 
Gifts  natural,  and  parts  acquir'd,  unite. 
Piety  and  goodnefs  form'd  ;he  early  plan,. 
Of  future  greatnefs,  in  this  worthy  man.^ 
His  early  years  with  gravity  were  blefs^d^ 
Which  made  him  foon  ^dmir'd  and  much  carefs'd. 
A^ftock  of  literature  adorn'd  hia  name  ;. 
His  parts^  like  trumpets  great,  ancunc'd  his  fame. 
**  His  courteous  carriage  {l:iew'd  his  genVous  mind ; 
**  Fond  without  fr^ud,  and  without  flatt'ry  kind." 
His  pray'rsand  praife§  were  of  divine  fiamp; 
His  walk  and  praftice,.  all  a  fliiniflg  lamp. 
Jn  Qonverfe  heav'nly^  and  behaviour  mild  ; 
His  words. Bot  vain,  nor  yet  his  lips  defil'd  ;, 
His  foul  fuMimje,  his  conference  undefil'd  ; 
Svveetjjefa  of  temper,  friendfliip  moll  fincere> 
Of  a^ccefae^fy,  and  deportment  fair,. 
Were  his  endowments  ;  though  to  others  rare.. 
Grace  and  good-nature  ftor*dhis  humble  mind. 
lu  him  the  fpcial  virti^ies  all  conjpin'd  ;.  ^ 

*  They  were  about  c'^^r  ycjirs  vacant  after  his  dcatli,  .before  they  lia 
a  fettled  miloT,. 
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^^  His  foul  refined  beyond  the  common  race, 
^'  Was  cultivate  by  nature,  art,  and  grace. 
*'  He  brightly  (hone,  even  in  his  private  fpherCj^ 
•'  Ere  he  poffeft  the  minilterial  chair." 

Were  we  to  view  him  in  his  public  ftation, 
His  match  we  fcarce  could  find  in  all  the  nation.  . 
God's  word's  the  facred  fource  frcm  which  dcth  flpw^ 
Knowledge  divine  to  mortals  here  below  : 
This  word  he  fearoh'd  with  diligence  and  care  ^, 
Gave' to  each  foul  its  portiqn  and  its  fhare. 
For,  to  divide  aright  God's  word  of  truth^ 
He  was  inftrufted  early  in  his  youth. 
His  infight  into  truth's  abyfs  was  great ; 
And  could  explain  beyond  the  con^mon  rate, 
*'  Seraphic  p;-inciples  and  grace3  bright,. 
In  him  confpired  to  difplay  their  might. 
In  public  work  he  taught  with  folemn  awe, 
The  pieceful  gofpel  and  the  fiery  law. 
Heav'n  form'd  his  mind  great  gofpel-truths  to  trace^ 
His  mouth  to  found  the  filler  trump  of  grace  ; 
To  fpeak  the  grandeur  of  the  Saviour  God ; 
To  blaze  his  righteoufnefs  divine  abroad. 
His  view  of  every  facred  line  was  bright ; 
Each  fermon  was  a  lamp  of  gofpel-light. 
The  holy  theme  was  trim'd  with  holy  bait ; 
Each  word  was  mafly,  and  each  fentence  great* 
His  language  fliew'd  a  judgment  moft  profound,^ 
A  depth  too  great  for  common  lines  to  found. 
His  frame  was  ftill  divine,  his  words  exaft ; 
Saints  heard  the  voice  which  did  their  hearts  attraCt,; 
An  holy  humble  courfe  of  life  he  fteer'd, 
That  all  might  fee  the  doflrine  which  they  hes^rd. 
His  prefenc^  grave  did  rev'rence  great  command|^ 
And  crave  profound  refpefl:  from  every  hand* 
His  very  look  could  vanity  reclaim, 
His  countenance  put  levity  to  Ihame." 
A  difputant  moft  bold  for  truth  appear'd  ; 
And  'gainft  all  errors  conqu'ring  trophies  rear'd : 
V  His  words  gave  all  "antagonifts  a  wound, 
^^  IVhich  did  thein  foqn  conviwe,  or  Coon  confound. 
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**  His  puWic  fpirit  was  of  Inch  a  pitch, 

^  That  tew  in  zeal  for  God  w«jre  tounJ  fo  rich.'* 

Hark  J  you  who  remind  him,  ftirtly  will  allo^v. 
That  grace  triunnpliant  fat  upon  his  brow. 
Won't  you  coufefs  his  mi!id  was  much  refin'd,      , 
Beyond  the  common  mafs  of  human  kind? 
The  lovely  graces  in  his  bv)foin  found, 
DifFus'd  ambrofial  odours  all  around. 
Jiis  lofty  mind,  ne'er  drcnch'd  in  e-irllily  thir..q?'. 
With  eafe  could  mount  lo  iicav'n,  wiili  oui-llretch'd 
Spy  out  the  glory  of  the  reahns  of  lij^lit,  (wings; 

Unfold  the  grandeur  unto  mortal  fi^^ht. 
Jiis  pious  foul,  fram'd  to  furmount  the  flvics. 
With  winning  charn^s  did  fioop  to  vulgar  eyes; 
DifFufe  that  knowledge  giv'n  him  ircm  above^ 
To  all  mankind,  with  fervency  and  love- 
Heav'n  ftlil  indulgent  to  his  pious  mind, 
Difplay'd  her  glorious  ravi}  purely  refui!d» 
The  amazing  winders  Ihew'n  to  him  from  thence. 
He  cculd,  with  eafe,  to  others  foon  difpcnfe. 
Thus  heav'n  and  earth  in  him,  did  joyful  mecti 
Natdre  and  grace  their  lovely  charn^s  unite. 

His  works  now  extent  *,  hap^Vdy  difplay, 
How  well  he  underflood  the  gofpcl  way. 
Th'  attentive  reader  and  judicious  mind^ 
In  ev'ry  page  may  a  rich  treafure  find, 
Thefe  volumes  elegant  contain  ihe  fcheme 
Qf  gofpel  doctrine;  his  beloved  theme. 
Chrill  is  the  theme,  whofe  robe  of  ri^hteoufnefs, 
Hepublifb'd,  as  the  faints  adorning  dfefs. —  ' 

To  forn;  juft  fentiments  of  this  great  man, 
'Tis  proper  carefully  his  works  we  fcan. 
There  we  will  find  both  law  and  gofpel  taught ; 
The  firft  to  rou25e,  tfe  laft  with  blifs  is  fraught. 
He  ftudy'd  firft  the  finner's  cafe  to  (hew  ; . 
And  then  prefents  the  balfam  to  his  view. 

•  Alluding  to  that  beautiful  ediiion  of  his  Pradlcal  Works^  in  two  yolumff* 
fblio,  printed  aunis  1764,  176J. 
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From  Sinai's  mount  he  founds  a  loud  alarm  ; 

And  next  poor  fouls  with  gofpel-tidings  charm. 

He  could  the  faints  perplexities  well  trace, 

And  in  all  ftraits  afibrd  them  great  folace. 

Souls  exercisM  concerning  fin  or  grace, 

May  in  his  works  find  what  will  fuit  their  cafe. 

'There  he  propounds  and  folves  each  cafe  he  heard ; 

To  faints  a  mighty  dafuift  appeared. 

•  A  fkilful  counfellor  in  each  dirk  cafe ; 

A  hearty  fympathifer  in  diftrefs. 

Was  ready  flill  at  hand,  without  requeft. 

To  fefve  the  fick,  and  fuccour  the  diftreft. 

His  doftrine  ev'ry  gloomy  ftiade  difpellM ; 

His  exhortations  more  and  more  excelPd. 

This  minifterial  grace  to  him  was  given^ 

To  leave  on  many  hearts  a  feal  of  heaven.^ 

Death  !  thoO  devourer  of  the  human  race  } 
Muft  fuch  a  champion  great  to  thee  give  place  t 
May't  thee  fuffice  fome  leffer  light  to  quell, 
Than  ftrike  the  pillars  of  Our  Ifrael  ? 
Mull  Erskjne  too  !  that  man  of  great  renown, 
Be  foil'd  by  thee,  and  to  the  duft^hrought  down  ? 
Muft  fuch  a  light,  that  blaz^'d  fo  far  abroad, 
Be  made  to  yield  to  thy  fuperior  nod  ! 
Muft  fuch  a  Chriftian  herald  too  give  place, 
So  well  acquainted  both  with  law  and  grace  t 
Divinely  taught  in  all  the  truths  of  God, 
And  did  with  freedom  publifh  them  abroad  I 
Yes,  yes!  He  muft!— -He's  goneJ-^-EnsK^NE'snomorcJ 
Grim  death  hath  fnatch'd  him  to  th^  diftant  ftiorel-^ 
Thefe  hands,  elated  oft  to  heav'n  in  purity, 
All  filent  in  the  tomb  now  ftretch'd  doth  ly.^*« 
Is't  poffible  for  our  rude  quill  to  tell. 
How  Scotland  ihook  when  this  great  pillar  fell  f 
*  Hsav'n  fure  defignM  by  fuch  ^  dreadful  blow> 
No  perfonal,  but  public  overthrow. 
Lo  !  now  his  death  has  hid  the  fulgent  tight. 
And  wrapt  as  in  the  {hades  of  gloomy  night  ,*— 

Is  Erskine  dead  !    No,  fure  ;  the  man  of  God  ftjU 
PoffcSes  heav%  in  glory  ftill  lurvms*  ^va^^> 
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Th?  blifs  and  glory  he  proclaim'd  around. 
Both  now  concentre  to  compofe  his  crown. 
Iraniortaliz'd,  he  ftiinea  above  the  (ky  ; 
Regal*d  with  heavenly  cheer  moft  fumptuoufly. 
The  bleffed  Jefus  in  thofe  regions  high, 
He  views,  not  vailed ;  but  moft  confpicuoufly. 
Eternal  bleffcdnef?  he  reaps  in  ftore ; 
With  heav'nly  pleafures  cberifh'd  evermore  ; 
With  endlefs  wealth,  and  righteoufnefs  divine, 
A  glorious  Cfrown,  moll  brilliantly  to  fhine. 
He  now  enj[oys,  with  robes  moll  pure  and  fine  : 
Yea,  God  himfelf,  with  fnlnefs  all-complete, 
Compofe  that  happinefs  to  him  moft  fweet^ 
Deliglitful  portion }  from  all  harm  fccure, 
•  Refrefh'd  with  rivers  chryftaline  and  pure. 
Such  foul-delights  to  him  Ihall  ever  laft  ; 
Thefe  joys  for  which  he  did  fo  ttrongly  thirft* 

An    ACROSTIC. 

MUCH  famM  on  earth,  renown'd  for  piety; 
A  midft  bright  feraphs  now  fmgs  chearfully. 
S  acred  thine  anthems  yield  much  pleafurc  here : 
T  hefe  fongs  of  thine  do  truly  charm  the  ear  *. 
E  ach  line  thou  wrot*ft  does  admiration  raifc ; 
R  oufe  up  the  foul  to  true  feraphic  praife. 

R  eligioufly  thy  life  below  was  fpent : 

A  making  pleafures  now  thy  foul  content, 

L  ong  didll  thou  labour  in  the  chArch  below, 

P  ointing  out  Chrift,  the  Lamb  who  faves  from  woe, 

H  eav'n's  bleflednefs  dn  finners-to  befiow, 

E  K^KiNE  Ae  great !  whofe  pen  fpread  far  abroad, 

R  cdeemisag  love ;  the  (ek  device  ot  God. 

S  ubftantiaj  tiemes  thy  tbboghts  did  much  purfue  ; 

K  ept  pure  tfee  trutli,  efpous'd  but  by  a  few. 

I  ntegrity  of  heart,  of  foul  ferene  ;. 

N  6  friend  to  vice,  no  cloke  to  the  profane  : 

E  mployM  thy  talents  to  reclaim  t|ie  vain^ 

*  AUudiog  to  blfi  Poeiical  ficQcs* 
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The   Conclusion. 


Is  this  the  Man  whom  Heav'n  defign^d^ 
With  honours  full  to  load  ? 
.   With  what  enliv'ned  fouls  Ihould  we 
Adore  and  ferve  our  God  ? 

And  if  we  would  thofe  bleffings  fhare. 
Which  makes  the  faints  rejoice ; 

All  vice  abftain,  all  vh'tue  love, 

And  make  this  God  our  choice* 

Let  us  for  ever  blef?  the  n^pie 

Of  this  exalted  King, 
Xhat  any  of  the  human  tribe 

Jieav^n's  j^nthems  high  do  fing* 


Glasgow,  April 
jjth,  1765. 
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SERMON    L* 

The    Sword    of  Justice    awakened 
againft  God's  Fellow. 

Zncii.  xiii.  7. 

Av/ahe^  Oftvordf  aj^amfi  my  Shej^bcrd^  and  agatnjl  the  man  that  Is  mjf 
JPV//c/it',  faitb  tbt  Lard  ufbofis. 

THIS  text,  Sirs,  is  a  very  wonderful  one,  as  ever 
a  poor  mortal  man  preached  upon ;  for  in  it 
there  is  a  cloud,  a  black  cloud,  a  cloud  of  divin<* 
.  wrath  and  vengeance,  a  bloody  cloud,  the  cloud 
of  Chrift^  bloody  paffion,  which  we  are  to  celebrate 
Ae  memorials  of,  this  day  ;  but,  like  the  cloud  that 
led  Ifrael  in  the  wiWernefs,  though  it  had  a  black  fide 
towards  Chrift,  yet  it  has  a  bright  and  light  fide  towards 
all  the  Ifrael  of  God  ;  for  this  cloud  of  bipod  diftills  in 
a  fweet  fhowcr  of  bleffings  unto  poor  finners  :  there 
is  a  light  in  this  cloud  wherein  we  may  lee  God,  in 
Chrift,  reconciling  the  world  to  himfelf. 

This  veffe  prefents  us  with  a  dear  prediction  of  the 
fufFcrings  of  Chrift ;  and  the  difpofition  of  his  dif- 
ciples  thereupon;  **  Smite  the  Shepherd,  and  the  flieep 
IhaH  be  fcattered ;  and  I  will  turn  mine  hand  upon  the 
little  ones:'^  Which  our  Lord  exprefly  applies  to  him- 
felf, and  his  difciples.  Mat.  xxvi.  31,  Mark  xiv.  27. 
So.  that  we  need  not  ftand  to  enquire,  of  whom  the 

'  ♦  This  was  aa  A6lion-rermon,   preached  immcdmtcly  btfotc  \\\t  ct\t^jt«Cvaa 
tsfthe  Lord's  fuppcr  at  JDuMfcrtnllaCj  Jul/,  3d,  »7'io.  j  %»AVuJiL  vww  uv^^^^^a* 
/oar  impieHious* 
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prophet  here,  or  rather,  pf  whom  God  here  fpeaks  { 
for,  the  words  of  our  text  are  the  words  of  God  the 
Father,  giving  orders  and  commiflion  to  the  fword  of 
his  juftice,  to  awake  againft  his  Son,  when  he  had 
undertaken  to  become  our  Surety.  More  particularly^ 
in  the  words  you  may  notice  thefe  three  things, 

1.  A  folemndall  and  Summons  given  to  God's  ven- 
geance, or  vindifilive  juftice,  to  rendezvous  its.  forces^ 
and  march  forth  in  battle  array,  in  alL  circuraftances  of 
terror;  **  Awake,  O  fword*'' 

2.  The  Party  againft  whom  this  dreadful  battle  is 
proclaimed,  this  terrible  fword  is  brandiflied  ;  rauft 
it  not  be  againft  finners  ?  nay,  but  the  finner's  Surety  : 
"  againft  my  Shepherd,  and  againft  the  man  that  is  my 
Fellow:"  not  agaitlft  the  ftieep,  but  the  Shepherd;  not 
againft  a  Shepherd  fimply,  but  a^rainft  my  Shepherd; 
not  againft  mankind,  but  a'  marl ;  not  againft  a  man 
fimply,  a  mere  man,  but  the  Man  that  is  My  Fellow ; 
Mine  Equal. 

3.  By  whofe  Orders,  or  at  whole  Inftance  this  fum» 
mons  to  the  bloody  battle  is  given;  why,  it  is  the 
Lord  of  Hofts  that  fays  it :  it  is  he  that  gives  the  com- 
miflion, and  orders  the  fword  to  be  drawn. 

Now,  the  Summons  is  very  awful,  "  Awake,  O  fword, 
againft  him:"  if  he  will  be  a  Surety,  he  muft  be  a  fjji* 
crifice  ;  if  he  will  be  a  facrifice,  he  muft  be  flain; 
for,  '  Without  Ihedding  of  blood,  there  is  no  remiilion.* . 
It  is  not  a  charge  to  a  rod  to  correfl:  him,  but  to  a 
fword  to  llay  him  ;  for,  "  Mefliah,  the  Prince,  muft.be 
cut  off,  though  not  for  himfelf,"  Dan.  ix.  26.  It  is  not 
the  fword  of  war  to  which  he  gives  this  charge,  that  he 
may  die  tn  the  bed  of  honour ;  but  the  fword  of  juftice, 
that  be  may  die  as  a  criminal  upon  an  ignominioois 
tree.  This  fword  muft  awake  againft  him  ;  it  rriuft 
not  reft,  cannot  be  quiet  nor  fatisfied,  till  it  be  drunk 
in  his  heart's  blood;  It  is  not  called  upon  to  awake 
and  Fright  him,  but  to  ai^ake  and  Smite  him.  Not 
.with  a  lazy,  drowfy  blow,  but  an  awakened  one;  even 
a  horrible,  terrible  blow. 

The 


SerH.  t         AGAINST  GOD^s  ITELLOW.  3} 

The  Party  againft  whom  the  fvvord  is  called  to  awake 
is  Very  glorious ;  the  defcription.  of  him  here  is  very 
magnificent ;  "  Awake  againll  my  Shepherd,  and  againft 
theragtn  that  is  my  Feilow:"  defcribed  in  his  office,  wsf 
Shepherd ;  in  his  pcrfon,  God^man,  mV  Fellow*  Men 
thrull*  him  through  as  a  fooliili  fliepherdj  and  God 
thurfts  him  through  as  the  good  Shepherd,  sis  his  own 
Shepherd,  the  Shepherd  of  his  own  flock,  that  lie 
might  purchafe  the  flock  of  God  with  his  own  blood. 
As' Mediator,  l;ie  is  God's  Shepherd,  who  undertook 
to  feed  the  flocK,  and  to  lay  down  his  life  for  his  flieep: 
and  againft  the  man  that  is  my  Fellow  ;  or,  the  man  my 
Fellow  ;  the  man  who  is  God  as  well  as  man^  who 
thought  X  no  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God. 

Finally,  The  Party  giving  thefe  Orders  to  incenfed 
juftice  to  awake  againft  him  is  as  Wonderful ;  the  Lord 
of  Hoffs  5  that  jEHovAit  that  hag  all  the  hofls  of  heaven^ 
earth,  and  hell  at  his  call :  the  Lord  of  bolls;  that  is, 
JEHovAti,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Gho<^  one  God, 
tffeBtially  corifidered,  giving  a  commiffion  to  infinite 
juftice  to  awake  againft  the  fecond  Perfon  of  the  God* 
head,  confidered  as  Surety 'and  Mediator,  God-lnan* 

Now,  from  the  words  thus  ftiorty  opened,  we'  might 
obferve  many  doflrinesj  but  I  confine  myfelf  to  this  one^ 
namely} 

Or^sER.  That  by  fpecial  orders  from  Jehovah,   the 

freat-God  of  hofts,  the  man  Chrift,  his  Shepherd  and 
ellow,  did  fall  a   facrifice  to  the  awakened .  fword  of 
\  infinite  juftice*     **  Awake,  O  fword.'* 

When  nothing  among  the  creatures  could  be  found 
to  deliver  the  foul  of  the  linner,  from  goitig  down  td 
the  pit,  God  himfelf  found  a  ranfom ;  he  found  an 
atonement,  Job  xxltiii*  24.  by  fetting  forth  Chrift  to 
be  the  propitiation,  thro'  faith  in  his  blood,  to  declare 
his  fight^oufnefs,— ^hat  he  might  be  juft,  and  the  juftifief 
of  hira  that  believeth  in  Jefu*,  Roni.  Tii.  25,  26.  We 
finful  creatures,  both  minifters  and  people,  fliould  all 
have  "fallen  a  facrifice  to  the  fword  of  God's  wrath  and 
veageance  for  ever^  becaufe  K)f  our  fins :  but  behold 

Vojt,L  C  V^ 
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ht  finds. a  ranfom  ;  he  fets  forih  Chrill  to  be  the  pfGK* 
pitiation^  V7l\enever  he  is^fet  fortjT,  the  (word  fallrf 
tvpon  him,  and  awakes  nigaiilit  bim  who-waa  Uic  Shep- 
herd^ tlvU  the  3ieep  raight  efcapc* 

I  might  here  picmife  many  ufefol  particulars  pre- 
fnppoied  in  tiiis-  dottrine,  namely.  That  it  fuppoles  a 
covenant  of  works  broken,  and  lo  juftice  enraged  againft 
men :  Acovenimt  of  redtrtiplion  made  ja  counfel  of  peace 
between  Jehovah  and  Chrfli,  for  man^s  reiief:  and^ 
which  I  reckon  much  the  fame  with  the  former,  a  co- 
veiv/»i>t  ef  gn-^ce  ellaWiilied  in  Qirill ;.  he  engaging  to 
faifil  the  condition  of  the  coven.mt  of  works^  which  wc 
had  broi'ien  ;  to  obey  the  la\\%  which  we  had-  tranf- 
greflcd  ;.  tafatisfy  the  juiHcet  which  we  had'oSTentled  ; 
to  bear  the  wrath,  which  we  had  incinred  ;  where- 
tipon  the  fword  of  the  Lord  awaken  againft  hini^  and 
ail  the  fquadrons  of  em-aged  fury  march  forth  againJt 
him,  with  infinite  horror  and  terror?  •'  Awake,  O  fword, 
.againft  ray  Shepherd."-— But  omitting  a-11  that  might  be 
fuppofedy  and  prefuppoied  to  this  doctrine,  I  fhall  en- 
deavour to  confine  myfelf  as  clofely  as  poffible  to  the 
feveral  parts  of  the  text  and  doftrinCy  by  profecuting 
it  in  the  fallowing  method  j  namely,. 

I.  To  enquire  into  the  Charaflcr  of  the  perfon  againft 
whom  this  fword  doth  awake. 

II.  The  Nature  and  Qiiality  of  this  fword  that  did 
awake  againll  him. 

ill.  How  this  fvvord  did  awake,  againll  hini;  by 
fhewrng  what  may  be  Imported  iifi  this  exprtffibn, 
"-  Awake,  O  fword.'* 

IV.  What    fpecral    hand   tlje    Lord    Jehovah,   the* 
Lord  of  hoilsy  had  in  ordering  or  calling  of  this 
fword  to  awake  againft  this  glorious  perfon, 

V.  The  Reafons  of  the  dofltrine,  why  the  Lord  of 
boils  ordered  the  ^  fword  of  juliice  to  awake 
a,eain(l  hts  Shepherd^  and  the  man  that  is  his 
Fellow.  \ 

VI.  Drdis^j  fome  Inferences  for  the  application  of 
the  whole^    in  a  fuitablenefs  to  the  work  of  the 
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I.  Who  ia  this  that  the  fword  of  iuftice  mufl  awake 
againft  i  The  Gharaftef  of  the  perfon  is  very  great 
and  glorious^  in  the  words  of  our  text,  **  My  Shepherd^ 
the  man  that  is  my  Fellow  5"  tliat  is,  in,fliort,  God- 
tnan  Mediator  ;  for,  being,  here  defcribed  in  his  perfon 
iand  office,  I  Ihall  touch  a  little  at  both  in  the  following 
order. 

I.  His  divi"tte  nature,  as  God's  Fellow.  2.  His 
human  nature^  the  Man  that  is  my  Fellow.  3.  The 
conjunction  of  both  thefe  in  one  perfon,  "  The  man 
that  Is  my  Fellowk"  4.  His  mediatorial  office,  '*  My 
Shepherd." 

I  ft,  Confider  this  account  we  have  of  his  divine 
nature  \  "  My  fellow,  faith  the  Lord  of  hofls,'*  Let 
Arians  and  Socinians  blafphenie  this  wonderful  per- 
fon, here  is  an  article  of  our  creed,  that  Chrift  is  God's 
Fellow,  God's  equal,  "  Who  being  in  the  form  of  God^ 
thought  it  no  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God  :"  and  there* 
fore  he  himfelf  fays,  John  x.  30.  *'  I  and  my  Father  are 
one^V  But  here  confider,  i.  Wherein  he  is  God's  Fel* 
low;  andj  2;  Why,  as  our  Redeemer^  it  behoved  him 
to  be  God's  Fellow. 

I.  Whereiil,  or  in  what  Rcfpeci  is  he  Gdd's  Fellow  ? 
1  anfwer.  He  is  God's  Fellow,  not  as  he  is  JMediator, 
taking  upon  him  the  form  of  a  fervant,  and  becoming 
the  Father's  fervant  in  the  work  of  our  redemption;  but 
he  is  God's  Fellow  in  thefe  fix  refptrfts. 

(i.)  He  is  God^s  Fellow  in  point  of  Nature  and  Jlfleiice; 
Chrill  is  God  effentially,  as  Well  as  the  Father,  and 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  though  perfonally  diftincl  from  both  i 
for,  neither  the  Father  nor  the  Holy  Ghoft  were  incar- 
Hate^  or  took  on  our  nature,  but  Chrift  the  fecond  perfon 
of  the  glorious  Trinity :  who,  though  perfonally 
diftindl,  yet  is  eltentially  one  with  the  Father  and  Spirit^ 
John  i*  I.  "  In  the  beginning  was  the  AVord,  and  the 
Word  was  with  God,  and  the  word  was  God:"  Aiid  it 
is  fare  there  is  but  one  Gbd,  Deut.  vi.  4.  "  Heat,  O 
IfraeU  the  Lord  our  God  is  one  Lord,  one  Jjehovaii.'* 
I  Cor*  viii.  4.  **  In  Chrift  our  Redeemer  dwells  all  the 
iulnels  of  ;he  Godhead  bodily,"  Col.  ii.  9.  "  There  are 
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three  that  bear  record  in  heaven,  the  Father,  the  Word, 
and  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  thefe  three  are  one,"  i  John 
V.  7.  and  in  the'lall  verfe  of  that  chapter,  "  We  know 
that  the  Son  cf  God  is  come,  and  has  given  us  an  under- 
lianding  to  know  him  that  is  true ;  and  we  are  in  hira 
tliiit  is  true,  even  in  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift  :  tliis  is  the 
true  God,  and  eternal  life.**. 

(2.)  He  is  God's  B'elbw  iri  point  of  Property;  even 
in  ali  his  effcntial  properties,  which  is  much  the  fame 
with  the  former,  h  God  omn'potent  ?  fo  is  Chrift'; 
he  is  the  wonderjiil  com  fei,  the  mighty  Gcd.  Is  Cod 
omniprefcnt  ?  fo  is  Chrili ;  *'  Lo  I  am  with  you  always, 
to  the  end  of  the  world.'*  Is  God  omnifcient  ?  fo  is 
Chrift  ;  "Thou  that  knoweft  all  things,  knoweft  that  I 
love  thee,*'  fays  Peter.  Is  God  unchangeable;  ?  fo  is 
Chrift;  **  The  fame  yefterday,  to-day,  and  for  ever.** 
Is  God  eternal?  fo  is  Chrift  ;  '*  Before  Abraham  was,  I 
am:*'  He  is  the  Kine  eternal,  immortal,  the  only  w'ifc 
God.     He  is  God's  Fellow  in  all  thefe  refpefts. 

(3.)  He  is  God's  Fellow  in  point  of  Will  send  Con- 
fent ;  what  tlie  Father  wills,  Chrift  wills;  hence  it 
was  his  meat  and  drink  to  do  his  Father's  will,  who 
fent  him  ;  '*  I  delight  to  do  thy  will,  O  my  God.**  It 
Is  true,  as  man,  he  had  a  will  diftinfl  from  his  mmII  as 
God,  and  fo  diverfe  from  the-  Father's  will  ;  though 
yet  this  did  aft  ft  ill  in  fubordination  to  the  will  of 
God  ;  hence  when  the  bitter  cup  is  put  to  his  mouth, 
he  prays,  "  O  my  Father,  if  it  be  thy  will,  let  this  cup 
pafs  from  me:  heverthelefe  not  my  will,  but  thine  be 
done:**  yet,  as  God,  his  will  is  one,  and  the  fame  with 
the  Father*s  will. 

(4  )  He  is  .God's  Fellow  in  point  of  work:  John  v.  17. 
"  My  Father  worketh  hitherto,  and  I  work."  Chrift's 
works  are  not  only  like  unto  the  Father's,  but  the  fcnrc 
in  fubftance,  as  flowing  from  one  and  the  fame  eflence 
and  power  ;  for,  **  What  things  foever  the  Father  doth, 
thefe  alfo  doth  the  Son  likewife,**  John  v.  19.  He 
afts  not  as  an  inftrument  ftibortJinate ;  but,  as  there 
is  an  unity  in  the  work^  fo  alfo  in  the  manner  of  it ; 
by  the  ,fame  power,  wifdom,  liberty,  and  authority ; 
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only  the  order  of  oj^eration  bcincr  obferved :  and  we 
find  all  the  works  proper  to  God,  afcribed  to  Ghrifi; 
as  creation,  '*  All  things  were  made  by  hii:i  :"  Piv.rcr- 
vation,  "  Upholding  all  things  by  the  word  of  his 
power:'*  Redemption;  the  donation  of  the  Spirit;" 
leading  hiinfclf  from  the  dead;  the  inttitution  of  ordi- 
nances and  offices  in  his  church;  and  the  judging  the 
world  :  in  all  thefe  he  is  God's  Fellbvw 

{5.)  He  Is  God's  Fellow  in  poini  of  Honour  and 
Worfliip :  all  men  are  to  honour  the  Son,  even  as  they. 
hont)ur  the  Father ;  they  ar^  to  believe  in  him,  **  Ye 
believe  in  God,  believe  alfo  in  me,"  John  xiv.  i.;  they 
are  to  hope  and  trufl  in  him,  *'  Kifs  the  Son,  left  he  bfe 
angry,  and  ye  perlfti  from  the  way.  If  once  his  wrath 
begin  to  burn,  blefied  are  all  they  that  truft  in  him.'* 

(6.)  He  is  God's  Fellow^  in  point  of  Happinefs  and 
Felicity,  Rom.  ix.  5.  **'Of  whom,  concerning  the  flelh, 
Chrift  came,  who  is  over  all,  God  bUffcd  for  ever. 
Amen."  'As  he  was  bleflcrd  and  jiappy  from  all  eternity 
in  his  Father's  bofom,  being  ever  by  him,  and  brought 
up  with  him,  ^nd  being  daily  his  delight;  rejoicing  al- 
ways before  him ;  and  rejoicing  in  the- habitable  parts 
of  the  earth,  and  his  delights  with  the  fons  cf  men, 
Prov,  viii.  30,  31. :  So  he  ever  was,  and  will  be,  blcffed 
with  him.  .  It  is  true,  there  was  a  time  when  the  Son 
of  tJod  was. humbled;  when  this  God,  bleffed  for  ever, 
became  a  curfe  for  us;  but  notwithllanding,  his  eSential 
glory  was  never  diminiflied;  as  God,  he  was  as  happy 
and  blefil  d  on  the  ^rofs,  and  in  the  grave,  as  ever  he 
was. — Well,  thus,  as  God,  is  he  every  way  God's 
Fellow.  O!  how  fearfully  was  he  humbled!  God's 
Fellow,  and  yet  a  br^be,  a  fervant,  a  fuflerer,  a  facrifice 
to  the  awakened  fword  of  jufticc.  'jThe  Governor 
of  all  becomes  a  fubjeCl :  fhduld  an  emperor  become- 
a  fly,  it  would  not  be  fuch  a  humiliation.  O!  bow 
fadly  was  the  world  raiftaken  about  Chrift,  that  took 
bim  tx)  be  a  bafe  fellow,  a  pitiful  fellow!  but  little  did 
they  know  that  he  was  God's  Fellow.  O!  how  glo^ 
jiQus  ia.the  love  of  Chrift  tofmnersl  God's  Fellow 
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receiving  the  ftroak  of  the  fwor^  of  divine  jufticeiii: 
their  room, 

2,  Why  he  behovecl  to  be  God's  Fellow  that  was 
our  Redeemer  ?  It  was  neceffary  that  our  Redeemer 
ihould  be  God's  Fellow,        • 

(i.)  In  regard  of  Merit :  his  obedience  to, the  death 
could  not  be  fuiRcient  to  fatisfy  the  law  and  the  Law- 
giver;  to- be  a  full  ranfoni,  and  a  full  price  of  rederap^ 
tion,  if  it  had  not  been  truly  and  properly  meritorious} 
and  this  it  could  not  be,  if  hq  had  not  been  God'ai 
equal,  as  well  as  man.  Our  fins  were  an  infinite  evil, 
find  God's  juttice  required  infinite  fatisfadion :  npw, 
there  could  be  no  fatisfaftion,  of  infinite  value,  but 
by  a  perfon  of  infinite  value ;  and  there  is  no  fuch 
perfon,  but  God?  and  therefore  our  Redeemer  muft  be 
God*s  equal,  otherwife  h^  sould  not  give  the  fatisfac^ 
tion  required, 

(2.)  In  regard  of  Power:  our  Redeemer  muft  be 
fuch  an  one  as  could  go  through  all  the  difficulties, 
that  lay  in  the  way  of  redemption,  triumphing  over  all 
oppofition  from  God,  men,  and  devils,  from  heaven,^ 
earth,  and  hell.  The  weakeft  of  thefe  were  too  ftrong 
for  human  nature  j  therefore  that  our  Redeemer  might- 
overcome  death,  bind  the  ftrong  raan,^  break  down 
th^  gates  of  hell,  cut  in  funder  the  bar  of  fin,  he  "muft 
be  God  as  well  as  man,  even  God^s  equal,  God'a 
fellow..  And  that  he  might  be  able  for  the  application,^ 
as  well  as  the  impetration  of  man*s  redemption,  not 
only  able  to  fave  to  the  uttermoft,  all  them  that  come 
to  God  through  him,  but  able  to  draw  poor  ftuhf 
born  fouls  to  himfelf,  by  his  own  power,  £^nd  raak^k 
them  willing. 

(3.)  Our  Redeemer  muft  be  God's  Fellow  in  regard^ 
of  the  dignity  of  the  work  :  his  honour  and  dignity,  in 
being  a  Redeemer  and  Mediator  between  God  andt 
men,  was  too  great  for  any  Creature,  fuppofing  any 
creature  had  been  able  for  it ;  this  crown  of  glory  was 
jiot  fitting  for  any  mere  creature's  head.  Ah  office 
pf  dignity,  on  an  unworthy  perfon,  is  moft  unfui table  < 
.$i^i^  dignity  w^s  fo  gr^at,    tbs^t  QV^n  Chrift  himfelf,^ 
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tfcough  God^s  equal,  might  pot  take  it  upon  him*  till- 
he  was  called  to  it  oF  God,  Hcb.  v.  4,  5. 

(4.)  Our  Redt:joier  lUiiU  be  God's  Fchow,  in  rcgnrd  . 
of  the  covenant  oi  grace,  which  was  the  ground-work> 
and  found'^tion  of  all:  fmcc  our  Kedccmer  was  10. 
make  a  covenant  with  God  for  us,  it  was  riecctTarjr, 
that  he  fUould  be  with  God  at  tlit?  making  of  it,  ^vd 
knpvv  the  depihs  of  God's  couni'el  in  it,  and  j-^erfeitly 
know  for  whom  he  was  to  Iktiisfy^  and  upon  what  con- 
dition.  Now,  this  covenant  being  as  antient  as  eter-. 
nity. ;  an4  feeing  God  fliould  have  our  Redeemer  by 
him,  to  conclude  the  covenant,  and  bargain  with  him, 
who,  of  all  the  creatures,  were  capable;  of  this?  who, 
of  all  the  creatures,  have  krvown  the  mind  of  the  Lord, 
and  being  h'^s  couufcUor  have  taught  him  I  God  raight 
have  faid  to  all  the  creatures,  as  to  Job,  in  another 
cafe.  Job  xxxviii.  4,  ''  WUere  waft  thou  wheo  I  laid 
the  foundations  of  the  earth?"  Where  were  -you  when 
the  plot  of  redemption  was  laid?  when  the  names  of  my 
redeemed  ones  were  put  in  rhe  book  of  life  ?  But  our 
Redeemer  was  then  by  him,  Prov.  viii.  30.  He  becomes, 
cur  everlalling  Father ;  begeUio^g  us,  wiU;  the  Father,, 
in  the  womb  of  eternal  eleQ^ion- 

(5.)  Our  Redeemer  mull  be  God^s  Fellow  In  regard 
of  the  place  he  was  to  have- in  the  covenant,  with  re* 
fpeflt  to  God  ;  who  among  ajl  mere  creature;?  was  fit  to 
have  aU  power  in  heaven  and  in  earth  committed  ta 
him  ?  Pow^r  to  bequeath  fuch  blcffings  as  peace,  par-, 
don,  reconciliation,  jullifijation^  and  eternal  life ;. 
|)Ower  by  his  blood  to  confirm  and  eftablifli  all  the  pro^ 
anifes  of  the  covenant  I  Ghrift  Jefus  did,  through  the 
eternal  Spirit,  (that  is,  his  Godhead,)  offer  up  himfelf,, 
)Yithout  fpqt  to  Qod ;  and  then  the  apoftle  infers,  for 
this  caufe,  he  is  the  Mediator  of  the  New  Teftament ;. 
yea,  Clifift  was  tO:  be  Surety  of  this  Teftament ;  Sure- 
ty for  God  to  usi  to  make  out  all  the  bleffmgs  and  pro- 
mifes  of  the  covenant  to  u&;  and  Surety  for  us  to  God^ 
to  fatisfy  law  and  juftice  in  our  room  ;  what  creature 
W^^  ^bl^  to  do  this  ?  or  if  any  creature  ftiould  be  fup- 
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was  heard  for  his  piety  and  holinefs."  Since  Adam  fell, 
'never  was  there  a  man  but  this,  that  was  heard  and  ao 
cepted  of  God  for  his  own  piety  and  holinei's, 

(5.)  He  was  a  wife  man,  the  wifell  man  that  ever 
was  ;  Solomon  was  very  wife,  but  behold,  a  wifer  than 
Solomon  is  here.  He  anfwered  the  learned  do£lors,  to 
their  amazement,  when  he  was  twelve  years  old:  Yea, 
all  that  heard  him  were  allonifhed  at  his  underllanding 
and  anfwers,  Luke  ii.  47.  And  fometimes  alked  quet 
t'rons  to  which  no  man  was  able  to  anfwer  a  word,  nor 
durlt  afk  him  any  more  c|uellions,  Matth,  xxii.  46. 
and  no  wonder,  for  he  was  the  power  of  God,  and  the 
wildom  of  God  ;i  and  in  him  are  hid  all  the  treafares  of 
wifdom  and  knowledge :  and  hence  he  revealed  the ' 
glorious  truths  that  were  b^fpr^  concealed,  He  was  a 
wife  man  indeed.     Yet, 

(6.)  He  was  a  mortal  man  as  we  are,  and  be  aftually 
died  as  we  muft ;  he  was  put  to  a  painful  and  fliameful 
death  ;  and  his  curfed  death^  'which  yet  we  may  call  hi& 
bleffsd  death,  we  are  to  commemorate  this  day.  '  This 
man  fell  a  facrifice  to  the  awakened  fword  of  infinite 
juftice  ;  the  Shepherd  was  fmitten  and  flain,  for  he  waa 
a  mortal  man  ;  *  if  it  be  lawful  to  call  him,  a.  man,*  aa^ 
JofephuSj'a  Jew,  faid.     For, 

In  a  word,  he  is  a  wonderful  man  j  to  all  eternity- 
his  name  Ihall  be  called  wonderful,  Ifa.  ix.  6,  Thia 
wonderful  man  is  our  peace-maker  with  God ;  "  Tnis. 
man  fliall  be  the  peace  when  the  Affyrian  cometh  into 
our  land."  This  wonderful  man  is  our  only  covert  from 
the  furious  ftorm  of  divine  wrath  ;  '*  A  man  Ihall  be  aa 
hiding-place  from  the  ftorm,  and  a  covert  from  the^ 
terapeft.'*     But, 

2.  Why  muft  our  Redeemer  be  a  man  ?  Why,  for 
the  following  reafons.  ^ 

(i.)  He  muft  be  a  man  in  regard  of  the  tranfadion 
between  the  Father  and  the  Son.  Not  only  v^-as  God*a 
truth  engaged  in  the  promife,  that  the  feed  of  the  wo^ 
man  fhould  be  fent ;  that  to  us  a  child  fhould  be  born, 
to  us  a  Son  given,  and  that  a  virgin  fliould  bring  forth 
^  fgn,  and  call  his  name  Immanuei,  God  with  us^  God 
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ia  our  nature ;  .and  not  only  was  God,  in  hts  infinit© 
wifdom,  refolved,  in  the  weaKoers  of  our  nature,  to 
perfedl  his  own  Rrength,  and  get  the  greater  glory  ; 
and  that  as,  "  By  one  man's  difobedience,  many  were 
made  finners ;  fo  by  the  obedience  of  one,  many  ftiould 
be  made  righteous.''  But  alfo,  it  being  agreed  between 
the  Father  and  the  Son,  in  the  covenant  of  redemption, 
or  grace,  that  the  Son  fliould  offer  up  a  facrifice  for  us  5 
it  was  alfo  agreed,  that  there  mud  be  fomewhat  to  of- 
fer, Heb.  viii.  3.  Somewhat  of  greater  value  than  all 
the  world  ;  for,  nothing  could  be  a  lufficieut  facrifice 
for  tl)e  expiation  of  fm.  If  Chrift  had  not  been  man, 
he  could  have  had  nothing  to  offer  up  as  a  facrifice  to 
God  :  God  himfelf  provided  a  facrifice,  as  he  did  a  ram 
in  the  room  of  Ifaac :  '*  Sacrifice  and  offering  thou 
wouldft  not ;  a  body  hall  thou  prepared  me."  This  bo- 
dy, this  facrifice,  was  provided  in  the  counfel  of  peace; 
and  being  thus  provided,  Chrift  comes  chearfuily  to 
offer  it,  "  Lo,  I  come ;  I  delight  to  do  thy  will,  O  m/ 
God."/ 

(2.)  He  muft  be  a  man  in  regard  of  us  ;  he  would 
not  h^ve  redeemed  us,  if  according  to  the  law,  the 
right'of  redemption  had  not  belonged  to  hira  as  our 
fcinfman,  Lev.  xxv.  2^5.  ;  and  being  man,  he  is  fit  to 
communicate  to  us  the  things  of  God  in  fuch  a  way, 
9s  we  are  capable  to  receive.  If  God  fliould  appear  to 
us  immediately,  in  h'^s  terrible  glory,  we  would  be  a- 
fraid  of  him,  as  ^frael  were,  and  run  away  from  him ; 
and  hide  ourfelves,  as  Adam  did  :  yea,  thus  we  have  a 
merciful  High-»pric;ft,  that  is  touched  with  the  feeling 
of  our  infirmities.  As  man  he  had  experience  of  our 
afflidlions  j  are  we  forrbwful  ?  fo  was  he  ;  '^  Sorrowful, 
'  even  unto  death  :"  are  we  grieved  ?  he  was  acquainted 
with  grief :  are  we  in  poverty  ?  fo  was  he  :  are  we 
fmitten  ?  fo  was  he  :  are  we  deferted  ?  fo  was  he:  hav- 
ing a  natural  fibnefs  to  us,  being  bone  of  our  bone,  and 
flefh  of  our  flefh. 

(3.)  He  mutt  be  a  man  in  regard  of  juftice :  juftice 
required  that  the  fame  nature  that  finned  fhould  be 
punifhcd  for  fin,  and  make  fatisfadion  for  fin.     God 
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faid,  "The  foul  that  $nneth  ftiall  die :"  now,  die  we  muft, 
either  in  our  own  perfons,  or  in  our  Surety,  in  our 
own  nature.  If  any  angel  had  fulfilled  the  law,  what 
had  that  been  to  us  ?  it  any  angel  had  faifered  jGod's  • 
wrath,  what  had  that  been  to  us,  ,to  man  ?  Though 
God  allowed  the  change,  or  commutation  of  perfons, 
yet  not  tlie  conjirautation  of  natures ;  the  fame  nature 
that  finned  inuft  fuffer. 

(4.)  He  muft  be  a  man  in  refpecSl  of  the  devil;  tlie 
devil  conquered  man,  and  man  muit  conquer  the  devil : 
Satan  mu  i  be  foiled  by  the  fame  nature  that  was  foiled 
by  him  ;  "  The  feed  of  the  woman  muft  bruife  the  head 
of  the  ferpent.  For  this ^caufe,  therefore,  the  Son  of 
God  was  naanifefted  in  our  flefli,  that  he  might  delVroy  • 
the  works  of  the  devil." 

(5.)  He  muft  be  man  in  regard  of  fin,  which  muftr 
be  cured  by  the  contrary  antodote.  Our  fin  was  pride. 
Gen*  iii.  5.;  being  but  men  we  defired  to  be  gods; 
tiierefore  the  cure  is  by  humility,  wherefore  God  be- 
comes man,  Man  broke  the  law,  and  man  muft  keep. 
the  law  !'  by  our  fin  we  4:ranfgreired  the  boundaries  of 
Cod's  law ;  Chrift,  therefore,  is  made  of  a  woman, 
made  under  the  law.  Sin  defaced  the  glory  of  God, 
therefore  he  \Vho  is  the  brightnefs  of  the  Father's  glory, 
and  the  exprefs  image  of  his  perfon,  becomes  of  no  re- 
putation ;  and  comes  in  the  form  of  a  fervant.  Sin  is 
a  Deicide,  ftriking  at  the  being  of  God,  feeking  his 
life ;  therefore  he  that  had  a  life  equal  with  God's,  laid 
down  hrs  life,  for  the  fatisfadtion  of  this  wrong.  '^  Awake, : 
O  fword,  againft  the  man  that  is  my  Fellow," 

(6.)  He  muft  be  a  man  in  regard  of  paflability  or  fuf- 
ferings;  "  Without  fuffering,  or  ihedding  of  blood,  there  - 
was  no  remiffion,'^   He  that  will  fave  us  then,  muft  dio; 
for  us,  and  flied  his  blood  for  us  ;  which  he  could  not 
do,  had  be  been  merely  GoJ  ;  "  For  God  is  a  Spirit.,'* 
He  becomes  man,  that  he  may  be  in  cafe  to  enter  the 
lifts  with  juftice  :  juftice  could  not  get  at  him  with  one 
ftroke  :  but  as  foon  as  he  was  man,  then,  '*  Awake,  O  • 
fword,  againft  the  man  that  is  my  Fellow,  faith  the  Lord 
o£  hofts,*'    But,  why  could  not  the  fword  of  juftice 
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awake  againft  him  till  he  was  nian  ?  Why,  as  Godj  fin 
could  not  get  hold  of  him  ;  and  fo  juftice  could  not  get 
a  hit  of  him  for  fin  :  the  law  could  not  challenge  him  { 
.the  curfe  could  not  reach  him  :  hut  whenever  he  be* 
comes  man,  our  Surety,  then  they  all  flee  about  him ; 
and  compafs  him  about  like  bulls  of  Baflian.  Ashe 
becomes  man  for  us,  he  becomco  fm  for  us ;  and  then 
he  lay  open'lo  the  curfe  ;  and  juftice  took  him  by  the 
throat;  the  fword  awaked-  When  Chrift  law  thedrtad- 
ftl  fword  of  vrath,  that  was  to  be  thrufl  tlirouj.h  his 
heart,  indeed  it  put  the  man  to  his  krtcs,  *'  Father,  ItC 
this  cup  pafs  from  me  ;'*  the  human  nature  trembled, 
and  fwate  great  drops  of  blood,  in  his  proleptic  agony  : 
•However,  the  man  was  God  as  well  as  man;  and  there- 
fore he  wrefiled  through.     This  might  lead  me,  ' 

3dly,  To  flicw  yoii  the  need  of  his  being  both  God 
and  roan  in  one  perfon  :  **  The  n?an,  God's  Fellow.'' 
The  caufe  of  God,  and  the  caufe  of  man  is  referred  to 
Chrift  ;  therefore '  he  partakes  of  both  natures,  that  he 
nmy  be  faithful  to  God,  and  merciful  to  man  ?  a  fit 
Mediator  between  God  and  man,  to  lay  his  hand  upoti 
fcoih  parties,  while  he  partakes  of  both  natures. — Our 
ilede^mer  muft  be  both  fubjcfl  jo  the  law,  and  fulfil 
the  law  meritoripi^fly  :  now,  if  ne  had  not  been  man, 
,}ie  could  not  be  fubjeft  to  the  law ;  and  if  be  had  not 
been  God,  he  could  not  have  merited  by  fulfilling  the 
law  ;  but  now,  being  God-man,  by  his  obedience,  he 
hsiih  magnified  the  law,  and  made  it  honourable. — Our 
Redeemer  was  to  give  his  foul  an  offering  for  fin  : 
now, -if  he  bad  not  been  man,  he  could  not  have  had 
a  foul  to  offer;  if  he  had  not  been  God,  his  foul 
could  not  have  upheld  itfelf ;  but  muft  have  died  when 
his  foul  was  exceeding  forrowful  even  unto  death : 
but  now,  his  divine  nature  did  fupport  his  human 
body,  and  his  human  foul,  under  the  weight  of  that 
burden  which  would    have    crufhed  a  world  of  mea 

tmd/.  angels.— ; -Our   Redeemer    muft    both   fuffer 

tmd  fatisfy :  now,  if  he  had  not  been  man,  he  could 
laot  have  fuffered;    and  if  he   had  not  been  God,  he 

couM 
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fcoulcl  not  have  given  fatisfaction  by  his  fufferings:  but, 
being  God-man*  his  fuftcrings  are  dignified  with  in- 
finite value  and  virtue> — ^Oiir  Redeemer  muft  both 
die  for  US)  and  conquer  death:  now,  if  he  'had,  not 
been  man,  he  could  not  have  died  ;  and  therefore  he 
took  on  our  nature,  that  he  might  tafte  death  for 
.every  man:  if. he  had  not  been  God,  he  could  not 
have  deftroyed  deaths  conquered  deatiij  butnoWj  "  He 
is  declared  to  be  the  Son  of  God  with  power,  by  his  re^ 
furredion  from  the  dead.''  There  is  the  man  that  is 
•  God^s  Fellow*     But  liow^ 

4thly,  Confider  the  account  we  haVe  of  his  mediatory- 
-office,  "  My  Shepherd**'  Here  you  may  a  little  view^ 
I.  How  he  comes  to  be  called  a  Shepherd.  And,  2. 
How  the  Lord  of  hofts  comes  to  call  him  his  Shepherd; 
•*' My  Shepherd*'* 

I.  TheUj  how  he  is  called  a  Shepherd.  This  will. 
appear  by  noticing  a  few  fcriptures  wherein  he  is  fo  de- 
figned.  He  is  called  the  Shepherd  of  Ifrael,  PfaL  Ixxx* 
I.  He  is  called  the  Shepherd  of  foulsj  i  Pet.  ii*  25* 
*'  You  were  like  llieep  gone  aftray,  but  you  are  feturned 
to  the  Shepherd  and  Bifhop  of  your  fouls*"  He  is  called 
the  good  Shepherd^  John  x*  ii*  '*  I  am  the  good  Shep- 
herd." O  but  it  fets  him  well  to  commend  himfelf !  "  1 
am  the  good  Shepherd;  the  good  Shepherd  gives  his 
life  for  his  Iheep."  He  is  called  the  Great  Shepherd, 
Heb.  xiii.  20.  '*  Now,  the  God  of  peace,  that  brought 
again  from  the  dead,  that  Great  Shepherd  of  the  fheep^ 
by  the  blood  of  the  everlafting  covenant,  make  you 
perfefl:,"  &c.  He  is  called  the  Chief  Shepherd,  j  Pet* 
V.  4.  *'  When  the  Chief  Shepherd  iliall  appear,  ye  Ihall 
receive  a  crown  of  glory  that  fadeth  not  away*"  He 
has  all  the  qualities  of  a  good  and  great  Shepherd* 
Does  a  fhepherd  take  care  to  provide  for  his, flock  and 
feed  them  ?  fo  does  Chrill  -,  "  The  Lord  is  my  Shep- 
herd, I  fhall  not  want.  He  feeds  his  flock  like  a  Shep- 
herd," Ifa.  xl.  II.  He  feeds  them  with  the  bread 
of  life.  Does  a  fhepherd  water  his  flock  ?  fo  does 
Chrift ;  he  gives  them  not  only  meat  for  their  nou-* 
rifhment,  but  drink  for  the  refrefliment  of  his  weary 
JJocJc;  even  the  water  of  life,  that  flows  from  below 
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the  throne,  through  the  conJutt  of  tlie  gofpel ;  by  trbicb 
I  undcritand  the  Spirit,  that  well  of  water  fpringing  up 
to  everlafting  life  ;  and  the  influences  of  his  grace,  by 
which  he  ftrengthens,  purifies,  and  comforts  his  peo* 
pie. Does  a  (hepherd  lead  his  flock  to  conveni- 
ent padures  ?  fo  does  Chrift ;  *'  Give  car,  O  Sl^.cpherJ 
of  Ilrael,  thou  that  leaded  Jofeph  like  a  flock."  He 
leads  them  to  green  pallurcs,  and  tcfule  the  ftill  wa- 
ters of  Gofpel-ordinances  and  promil'es  :  and  ihefe  pa- 
ftures  are  fvvceter  to  them  than  honey  or  the  honey- 
comb.— ^Does  the  fliepl^eid  heal  his  dilirtffed  flock  ? 
fo  does  Chrift;  his  name  is,  "  jKaovAH-Romi,  I  am 
the  Lord  that  healeth  thee.'*  Is  there  any  here  that 
are  poor  difeafed  fl^ep,  phigued  with  atheifm,  unbe- 
lief, enmity,  and  pride  ?  pla;^ued  with  a  backfliding 
heart  ?  what  think  you  of  that  Shepherd  that  fays, 
♦*  I  will  heal  your  backflidings,  and  love  you  freely.'" 
Dges  the  Ihepherd  feek  out  the  loft  flieep  till  he  find  it? 
fo  does  Chrill ;  "  He  came  to  feek  and  to  fave  that 
which  was  loft.'' — Does  the  fiiepherd  take  fpecial  care 
of  the  poor  tender  fheep,  that  is  fo  far  behind  that  it 
can  hardly  folk>w  the  flock  ?  fo  does  Chrift  ;  *'  He  ga- 
thers the  lambs  in  his  arms,  carries  them  in  his  bofoni, 

find  gently  l^ds  thofe  that  are  with  young." Doies 

the  fheplierd  prevent  the  ftraying  of  the  flicep,  and  bring 
back  fuch  as  go  aftray  ?  fo  does  Chrift  ;  he  prevents 
their  total  apoftafy,  according  to  his  covenant,  Jer. 
xxxii.  40,  *'  I  will  make  an  everlafting  covenant  with 
tliem,  that  I  will  not  turn  away  from  them,  to  do  them 
good ;  but  I  will  p\it  my  fear  in  their  hearts,  that  they 
Ihall  not  depart  from  me."  Hence  comes  it,  that  hid 
flieep  never  go  back  into  perdition,  Pfal.  xxxvii.  24;  . 
**  Though  he  fall,  he  ftiall  not  utterly  be  caft  down ; 
for  the  Lord  upholds  him  with  his  hand.''  Hence 
comes  their  recoveries  after  falls,  becaufe  this  Shep- 
herd gathers  and  brings  back  bis  ftraying  flieep.  See  a 
fweet  fcripture  to  this  purpofe,  Ezek.  xxxiv.  11,  12, 
13.  16.  23.  compared  particularly  with  verfe  16.  As 
this  may  be  a  fweet  word  to  poor  flieep,  that  have 
nothing,  and  fee  they  have  nothing;  no  good,  i>o 
grace^   no  isMh,  no  love,   uo  repenXavice^  iio  "gjc^o^ 
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qualifications  of  their  own,  nothing  to  recommend 
them  to  God,  but  their  want  and  neceflity  ;  and  to  the 
weak  flieep,  that  finds  he  can  do  nothing,  he  cannot 
prAy,  cannot,  believe,  cannot  mourn,  canriot  commu* 
nicate,  ^nd  therefore  fees  an  abPolute  need  of  Chrift 
to  be  their  right^oufnefs  and  ftrength  :  fo  it  may  b6 
^n  awakening  word  to  the  fat  and  ftrong  fli^ep }  thefe 
that  are  fat  and  full  in  therafelves,  and  think  they 
are  incre^fed  with  goods,  and  ftand  in  need  qf  no- 
thing; they  have  a  good  heart  to  God  $  they  are  liot- 
fo  ill,  they  think,  as  fome  perfons  :-  and  thofe  that  are 
ftrong,  they  think  they  can  pray,  and  hear,  and 
believe,  and  communicate  well  enough  ;  what,  (houid 
hinder  them  ?  whereas  the  poor  and  weak  will  be  fed 
with  mercy  ;  the  fat  and  the  ftrong,  will  be  fed  with 
judgment*  l^et  the  poor  weak  Iheep,  though  fen* 
fible  of  great  ftrayings,  yet  conceive  hope  ;  this  Shep* 
herd  feek^  that  ^hidh  was  loft,  and  brings  again  that 
which  was  driven  away*  Was  you  driven  away  with 
a  cheek-wind;  driven  away. by  the  devil ;  driven  away 
from  your  ShepKerd  by  temptation  and  powerful  cor- 
ruption ?  Why,  yet  he  brings  again  that  which  was  ' 
driven  away. — Does  a  ftiepherd  defend   his  flock  from 

,  troubles,  and  fuch  as  would  make  a  prey  of  tliem  ?  fo 
does  Chrift ;  when  grievous  wolves^  whetherMn  church 
or  ftate,  would  deftroy  the  poor  flieep,  whether  in 
their  perfons  or  principles;  yet  upon  all  the  glory 
there  fhall  be  a  defence  :  and  no  weapon  formed  a^* 
gainft  them  fliall  profper  :  for,  "  There  is  no  inchant- 
raent  againft .  Jacob,  nor  divination  againft  Ifrael.'*— - 
Does  a  ftiepherd  know  all  the  flieep  of  his  flock,  by 
•his  own  mark  upon  them  ?  fo  does*  Chrift;  *'  Thefoun- 
ilation  of  God  ftandeth  fure,  having  this  feal,  the  Lord 
knoweth  them  that  are  his."  As  his  flieep  hear  and 
know  his  voice  from  the  voice  of  a  ftranger,  fo  he  knows 
them,  and  calls  his  own  flieep  by  name,  John  x.  3« 
But-,  .     '    ^ 

2.  How  does  the  Lord  of  hofts  come  to  call  him  nw^ 
Shepherd  ?  **  Awake,  O  fword,  againft  my  Shepherd."  ' 
Why,  he  is  God  the  Father's  Shepherd  in  feveral  re- 

^e£t5i  which  I  taucii  at  only  in  a  YJOtd% 
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(i.)  He  is  God's  Shephefd,  hecaufe  God  made  him 
fo ;  he  has  the  Father's  ^ommiflion  for  this  effe£t, 
John  vi^  27.  "  Hun  hath  God  the  Father  fealed." 
■  Ghrill  was  appointed  aiid  authorized  ;  he  was  elefted 
fof  this  effird;  "  Behc5ld,  my  fervaiitj  whom  I  uphold; 
mine  eleft,  in  whom  n^y  fou!  delightelh.^'  He  tranf- 
aftcd  with  him  for  this  efTctl ;  "  I  have  made  a  ccve- 
iidnt  witli  my  chofcn.'*  He  formally  called  liim  to 
this  employment,  and  fet  him  up  to  be  a  Shepherd^ 
Ezck.  xxxiv.  iji  **  I  will  fct  up  otie  Shephefd  ovei* 
tliiem,  and  he  fh.iU  feed  t'.cm  ;  he  Ihall  be  their  Shep- 
herdfc'*  He  qualified  him  for  this  work,  by  a  fuperb- 
Hiinent  un£tion  5  *'  I  haVe  put  my  Spirit  upon  him,  and 
he  (hall  bring  forth  judgmcilt  to  the  Gentiles." 

[1.)  He  is  God's  SlK-p'ierd,  becaufe  God  gave  hini 
the  flieep,  John  xvii;  6.  "  Thine  they  were,  and  thou 
gaveft  them  me  i"  thine  they  were  by  election,  and  thoa 
g^veft  them  me,  to  be  redeemed  by  me.  This  dona- 
tion of  the  Ihcep  to  Chrift  is  begun  in  ele£tior»,  aud  ac- 
compliflied  ip  efflftual  vocation  ;  "AIL  that  the  Father 
Jiath  given  me,  fliallcome  to  hie." 

3.  He  is  God's  Shepherd,  becaufe  God  fecommcnds 
all  his  flieep  to  his  fpeciat  care,  John  vi.  39.  "  Thi^  is 
the  Fslther's  will,  which  has  fent  me^  that  of  all  which 
he  has  given  me,.  I  fhould  lofe  nothing."  God  had 
given  Jilin  the  heatheil  for  his  inheritance,  and  the  ut- 
tcrmoft  ends  of  the  earth  for  hiS  poficflion.  All  whom 
he  chofe  to  be  the  obje(Sls  of  his  ipecial  love,  he  lodged 
as  a  iruft  in  the  hands  of  Chrift  :  he  gtive  him  the 
charge  df  the  fheep,  arid  his  inftruClions  are,  not  only 
to  lofe  none,  nO  not  the  leafl  of  them,  the  weakeft  of 
thfem  ;  but  to  lofe  nothing :  and  as  he  will  lofe  none, 
no  perfon  ;  fo  he  will  lofe  nothing,  no  part  of  the  per- 
fon  ;  neither  foul  nor  body* 

(4.)  He  is  God's  Shepherd  i  Why  ?  God  appointed 
him  to  lay  down  his  life  for  his  fheep,  John  Xi  18.  ^^t 
lay  down  my  life  for  my  fheep ;  I  have  power  to  lay  it 
down,  and  t  have  power  to  take  it  up  again:  this  com- 
mandment have  I  received  of  my  Father."  Chrift  fuf* 
fered  deatfh,  not  only  voluntarily,  but  in  a  w^y  o^  Kw\>* 
jeftijon  to  his  Father,  that  fo  the   m«r\X.  o?  Vi\^  (^e^iOa. 

VouL  D 
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niiglit  be  every  way  full  and  acceptable  to  the  Father* 
And  fo  again, 

(5. J  He  is  God*s  Shepherd,  beoaufe  God  approves  of 
liis  undertaking  and ;vvork,  as  his  Shepherd,  and  loves 
him,  for  this  very  reaibn,  John  x*^!;/.  He  approves  of 
•h's  cloing  and  dyin,^  :  his  foul  is  delighted  in  tiiis  SheJ3* 
herd  ;  '*  Mine  eled  in  \V'hom  my  Ibul  delightelh."  H9 
openly  declares  his  affection  in  him  ;  ''  This  rs  iijy"  be- 
loved Soil,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleafed*  The  Lord,  is 
V.  ell  pleaied  for  his  righteoulhefs  fake.'* 

(6.)  In  a"  word,  he  is  God's  Shepherd^  becaufe 
Col  the  Father  and  Chriil  are  .^equally  co»\cerned  in 
keeping  the  iheep,  John  x.  27, — 33.  The  Father. does 
fo  intruH  Giirill  with  the  fheep,  as  yet,  he  calls  not  off 
t'le  care  of  them  j  they  are  in  the' Father^s  hands  as 
\vell  as  GhriU's:  "  He  artd  his  Father  are  one;"  though 
perfonally  dilllnfl;,  j'et  eflentially  one.  The  man  that 
is  God's  Fellow,  in  this  has  fellowfliip  with  the  Father^ 
that  the  Father**s  flieep  are  his  flieep ;  and  his  Iheep 
are  t!>e  Fatlier's,  flieep  :  and'  they  ar^  equally  concern* 
fed  and  engagecf  in  keeping  the  fl>eep ;  only  Chrlft,  a3 
Mediator,  is  engaged  for  them  as  the  Father^s  fervant 
iand  commiffioner ';  My  Shepherd.— — Now,  thus  much 
Concerning  the  charafler  of  the  perfon  whom,  the 
fword  of  ^he  Lord  of  Holls  niu!l  awake' againft  :  and^ 
O  if  we  had  a  view,  by  a  faving  faith^  of  this  g-Orious 
cilc,  God's  Shepherd,  the  man  that  is  his  Fellow, 
Uod-ma'n  Mediator,  we'could  fay  no  lefs  than  that  he 
IS  white  and  rudd)%  the  chief  among  ten  tho.ufands. 
The  white  and  red  of  his  infinitely  fair  face  Would 
charni  and  allure 'us.     Now^' 

'  ll.  The  Second  thing,  Yv*hat  for  a  Sword  mud  awake 
againfl:  this  man?  Why,  In  general,  it  is  the  fword  of 
God's  awful  juflice  ;  which  is  metaphorically  called  a 
Sword,  becaufe  of  its  '  terrible,*  pierci.^g,  woundlngi 
killing  nature.  Now^  the  llfOaks  of  this  fword  are 
either  mediate  or  imfncdiate.  i.  Mediate,  by  the 
hands  of  men  ;  particularly  the  fword  of  the  civil  ma- 
gi rtrate  :  Or,  2.  Immediate,  by  the  hands*  of  Gi^d 
himf&lf,    without    the    interventioa   of  fuch    outward 
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means.  •  New,  the  Tword  of  juftice,  that  awaked  a-  . 
gainft  Chrift,  and  fmole  the  Shepherd-,  Is  to  be  con- 
lidered  in  both  thefe  refpetts ;  for  his  fufferlng,  as 
our  'Surety,  by  the  llroak  of  jnUicc's  fword,  was 
both  external  upoii  his  body,  and  internal  upon  his 
foul. 

(i.)  There  Was  his  external  fLflPcrings  in  his- body : 
arid  herein  juftice- did  ftrike  riiore  mediately,  by  the 
hand  of  man,  .and  efpecially  in  his  fcverelt  bodily  fuf^- 
ferings ;  jililice  did  employ  and  make  ufe  of  the  fw  orJ 
of  the  civil  magillrate.  Magillratcs  have  the  fword 
of  tivil  power  and  authority  put  into  their  hands^ 
and  they  ought  not  to  bear  the  fvyord  in  vain  :  they 
are  a  power  which  God  has  ordained,  and  ^rnied  with 
the  fword  for  the  punifliment  of  malefadors ;  thougli 
this  be  the  right  ufe  of  the  magiftrate's  fword,  yet 
fometimes  the  magiftrate  makes  unjuft  ufe^  of  it ;  as 
in  tliis  cafe,  when  the  civil  government,  Herod,  Poni 
tius  Pilate,  with  tlie  Gentiles,  and  the  people  of  IfraeU 
were  gathered   together    againft  the  holy  child  Jefus> 

'ASts  iv.  47.  But  whatever  injuftice  was  therein,  on 
man's  part,  yet,  on  God^s  part,  impartial  juftice  dIJ , 
therein  a£i,  while  it  did  thereby  bring  'about  the  death 
and  fufferings  of  ttie  Surety,  which  the  hand  and 
courifel  of  God  determined  before  to  be  done,  A£ls 
ivi  26. 

(2.)  There  were  his  internal  fufFcfiiigs  in  his  foul ; 
and  herein  juftice  did  ftrike  more  immediately  ;  fprj 
**  It  pleafed  the  Lord  to  brui!e  him,  and  to  make  his 
foa?2in  offering  for  fin,"  Ifa.  liii.  10.  Thus  the  fword 
of  juftice  was  fuch  as  pierced  both  his  foiil  and  body.  . 

^  This  two-edged  fWord  was  edged  with  th^e  violence  of 
iearth,  and  with  the  fury  of  heaven  ;  it  was  edged  with 
the  curfe  of  the  law^  and  with  the  wrath  of  God,  But 
more  particularly,  what  for  a  fword  is  this?  O  rouze 
up  your  cars  wd  hearts  to  hear  and  confider  what  for  a 
fword  it  was  that  awaked  againft  the  tiian  that  is  God's  ' 
Fellow  ]  ■  ■' 

I*  It  ifi^a  Broad  Sword;  fo  broad  that  it  covers  all 
mankind,  and  hangs  over  all  Chriillefs  finners,  who 
would  all  have  fallen  a  facrifiQe  to  it,  uxikfe  G^xv^^^*^^ 
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Come  IsetwecH  them  and  it.  When  this  fword  die;  awake 
againft  Chrift,  he  found   it  as  broad   as  the  curfe  de- 
nounced ^gainil   mankhid,  upon  the  b^ck  of  our  fall  in 
Adam,  vvbich  you  may  re-id.  that  you    ms>y  ihe  better 
tinderlland   what   the  man  that  is  Cod's  Fellow  umler-. 
went^  when' he  fubllVtute  iiimTelf  m  Our  room,  and  un- 
dertook to  fuff:r  the  paniJhmem  due  for  our  fins,  the 
curie  ^roitoanccd  againil  Adam,    and  in   him   aijainll 
slF  his   pollerityt    »nd  which,    m  all  tlve    pans  of  it, 
lighted  upon  Ciirtft ;    yoa   read  of  it  generally,  Ocn. 
li.  17.  *'  In  ih'j  day   tho\i  eatcil,  thou   flialt  furely  die  ; 
or,    dyingt    thou   Jhak  die^,^'    and   more  particularly* 
Gen.  iii:  17,  i§^  19.    '' Curfed   is  the  ground   for  thy 
fake,  in  forrow  ilialt  thou  eat  of  it  all  the-  days  of  thy 
life ;  thorns  ahb  and  thtJHes  fhall  it  bring  forth  to  thee, 
iand  thott   ffialt  eat  the  herb  of  the  fiekU     In  the  fweat 
t^f  thy  face  fhalt  thou  cat  bread,  till  thou  return  unto 
tl^  ground,  for  out  of  it  waft  tliOn  taken  :  fot*  cluft  tbca 
art,  and  unto  dud  ft;alt  thou  return/'     Wnere  you  fee 
the  curfe  has  three  parts*     1*  The  frailties   aild  infir- 
inities  that   hunjan  nature  Was  fubjeft  to  after  the  fall* 
2.  The  calamities  incident  to  man's  life;  "'Thou  Ihalt 
'eat.  thy  meat   with  the  fweat  of  thy  brows:  thorns  anil 
thillles    Ihall    ttie    jrround    bring    forth/'      3.  Death; 
'^'-  Dull  thou  art,  and  to  dufl:  thou  Umlt  rettirn  :*'  which 
has   in  it  the  death  of  the  foul   as  well,  as  the   body. 
Here  is  an  Sibricignient  of  all  the  ctirfes  of  the  Bible  ; 
and  tliis  broad  fvvord  muft  awake  againft  the  man  that 
is  God^s  Fellow,  and  our  Surety^  for  this  curfe  in  all 
its  parts  feized  upon  hini» 

(i.)  The  firil  was  the  frailties  and  infjrvniues  of  hti* 
man  nature,  a  port  of  the  curfe:  this  feized  upon  Chrifl 
at  his  incarnation  J  for  his  body  was  of  the  duft  like 
burs-^  fubje6\  tc  the  like  infirmities  with  ours  ;  he  took 
not  6ti  him  our  nature  in  its  prime  and  glory,  but  after 
broken  and  fhaitered  with  the  fall,  Rom.  viii.  3,  "He 
came  in  the  likenefs  of  finful  fleth,  and  for  fin  condem- 
ned fin  in  the  flL-fli." 

(i.)  Ad  to  the  calamities  and  miferies  that  attend- 
ed man's  life,  this  part  of  the  curfe  ftized  on  him 
a//b;  b^  cat  Im  bread  with  tte  fweat  gf  his  .brows,. 
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when  he  followed  the  calling  of  an  hiindicraftfrnan  ; 
and  after  he  entered  into  his  public  m'»nillry,  he  trR- 
veiled  from  place  to  place,  watched  whcle*  nights  in 
prayer;  and  thus  might  be  faid  truly  to  e«t  his  bread 
witii  the  iweat  of  his  brows.  As  for  other  culumities 
n«iver  one  met  with  more;  the  w^rld  denied  him  n 
lodgingi  the  fig-tree  denied  him  fi-;'s;  he  was  bli.f-; 
phemed  by  his  enemies,  betrayed  by  cne  of  hiidiVciples, 
und  forfaken  by  them  all. 

(3.)  As  for  tiie  D:aih  threatened  in  the  ciirfe  ;  why 
dyin«i[,  he  died  indeed  ;  for  tiie  fword  did  run  through 
his 'body  and  foul  at  qnce,  wjicn  he  endured  thy  curfe, 
and  defpifed  the  Ihauie:  his  body  w.'is  fore  tortured,  and 
his  foal  was  fore  amazed,  and  very  heavy,  Mark  xiv.  '^  v 
His  bodily  fufTerings  were  extremely  great,  as*  yoii 
tnay  fee  from  the  et'ati:7el ids;  and  yet  as  nothinj^  in 
comparifon  of  his  foulfufferings,   while  he  enclurcd  the 

wrath   of  God    immedigrtely   uj>on   his    fuuh Here 

wis  a  broad  fvvord  indeed,  as  broad  a?^d  eKtcnfivc^s 
all  the  curfes  of  tiie  law,  all  the  wrath  that  th.e  elecl 
diifenred  for  theh'  fin  ;  for  God  ckftgned  not  to  pnfa 
CHie  of  tfeeir  IJiis,  without  a  fatisfidiou  made  to  juf* 
^icc,  but  to  fue  the  Cautioner  for  them  all  j  O  but  he 
Heeded  a  broad  b^ck  that  could  bear  the  (bock  of  fuch 
51  V^r'^ad  fword  !  Well,  fo  he  had ;  for  he  was  God  as, 
well  as  man  ;  **  AVake,  O  fword  I  againit  \hc  Man^ 
-My  Fellow,"- 

2.  If.  is  a  low^  fword  5.  if  we  m;>y  fo  call  it,  infinite 
*  in  length,  from  the  poi\rt  to  the  hilt  of  the  fword  :. 
k  is  aS:  lo.tig  as  eternity  ;  and  this  makes  the  puniflv  ' 
ment  of  tire  damned  eternaU  becaqfe  the  fvvord  of  di- 
vine  wrath,  tha.t  pierces  them,  is  fa  loijc,,  that  it  never 
can  reaqh  to  the  hilt,  Ui  fuch  6nit«  worms  aj^  they 
arc.  The  duration  of  the  wrath  and  the  Ciirfe  .is. 
eternal  i^  becaiife  Ae  finner^  being  a  mere  creature, 
cminot;  at  one  (hock  meet  with  th<  i^ifinite  wrath  of 
God,  a,nd  fatisfy  juftice  at  once  f  therefoi^e  God  fupr 
ports  tlie  poor  damned  creature  for  ever  under  wrath  i 
biscaufe  it  catmot,  /being  fini^ce,  lalisfy  infinite  juftice : 
Vmt  oar  Shepherd,  being  God-m^n,  th'e  m^xv  O^^^'^ 
f^JJow;;    4/: J  r/iereibre  bsing  of  inftok^   >^•o^v^^  ^'^^- 

I)  3  \.?!NNiftv 
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value i  of  infinite  ftrength  and  power,  w^3  able  to  fa- 
^isfy  jultice,  and  bear  all  at  opce,  that  which  .the  ele£l 
pould  never  have  borne.  Yet  he  met  with  the  eflcniials 
of  that  which  fin  defcrves,  viz,  death  and  the  cur fe; 
the  hiding  of  his  Father's  face,  and  the  fufpending 
and  keeping  back  of  that  confolaticn,  vvhich,  by  virtue 
pf  the  perfonal  union,  flowed  from  the  Godhead  to  the 
manhood  ;  and^lfo,  had  the  actual  fenfe  and  feeling  of 
the  wrath  of  God;  the  awakened  fword  of  the  juiiice 
pf  God  aftually  fmidng  him  :  fo  that,  though  men 
wondered  how  he  could  be  dead  fo  fpon,  not  knowing 
what  flroaks  of  infinite  jullice  he  met  with  \  yet  thcfe^ 
ilroaks  lighting  upon  the  like  of  him,  the  man  God'^' 
Fellow,  was  equivalent  to  the  eternal ,  puniftiments 
and  torments  of  the  damned, 

3.  It  is  ^  blopdy  and  infatiable  fword  :  this  fword  of 
jullice  was  pot  fatisfied  with  the  blood  of  Sodom  and 
Gomorrah ;  it  was  not  fatisfied  "with  the  blood  of 
the  old  worl(l ;  it  was  not  fatisfied  with  the  blood  of 
bulls,  goats,  and  all  the  legal  facrifices  pf  old  ;  yea» 
the  blood  pf  the  whole  creation  cannot  give  it  fatir^. 
faftion,  though  it  were  bathed  therein ;  withput  the 
ftedding  of  more  blood,  better  blood,  there  is  no  fe- 
luifiion,*^  no  ,fatisfa£tion  to  juftice,  no  real  fatisfaftiou 
with  God ;  no  falvation  of  the  finner ;  therefore, 
"  Awake,  O  fword,  agaipfi  the  man  that  is  my  Fellow  :*'• 
till  it  be  drunk  with  the  blood  of  this  man,  it  nether 
gets  a  fatisfying  draught  of  blood,  Well  then,  fays 
this  man,  *'  Lo,  I  comel"  let  juftice  take  a  fyll  draught 
of  my  bipod:  well,  "  Awake,  Q  fword  1"  let  the  blood  ^ 
of  this  man,  my  Fellow,  be  Ihed;  fhed  at  his  circum- 
cifion,  Ihed  in  the  Garden,  fhed  in  his  being  crowned 
with  thorns,  ih,ed  in  his  being  fcourge^,  flied  in  his 
crucifying;  well,  thus  the  blood  of  God's  Fellow  was 
Ihed.  What  fay  you  now,  O  fword  of  jiiftice,  Are 
you  pleafed  ?  Are  you  fatisfied  with  blood?  Yes,  I  have 
got  my  fill  of  blood  ;  *^  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in 
whom  I  am  well  pleafed  ;"  I  am  pleafed  and  fatisfied 
to  th^*  full  with  his  obedience  to  the  death ;  I  have  got 
bU  the  ihtisfadlion  I  wanted  from  n?y  Shepherd,  and  I 
f2§Y?  ^0  p^ofG  to  demand  of  him,  px  \\v^  iV\^^^  either. 
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O  glory  to  God,  that  ever  this  bloody  infathhiC  fvvcrd 
did  awake  againft  one  that  could  give  it  blood  enough, 
fatisfaclion  enough;  and  yet, 

4.  It  is  a  drcadftjl,  terrible,  fl'.>ming,  and  devouring 
fword:  \o  it  is  rcprclent-d.  Gen.  iii.  2^.  whcrd  it  is  fai«', 
**  Cherubin;s  were  placc-d,  and  a  flaming  i\\  ord,  which 
turned  every  way  to  keep  the  way  of  ih'j  tree  of  lilc." 
The  jeall  flame  of  this  fword  of  juilice  is  enough  to 
burn  up  the  uhole  creation;  art!,  O!  how  terrible 
will  this  fword  be   for  ever  to  them   that  live  ai.d  d:e 

.  in  a  Chriyicfs  fuue  !  The  dicadfaltiers  of  this  fuoid 
is  no-wliere  to  be  feen  fo  lively  as  in  its  awaking  againft 
the  man  that  was  God's  Fellow:  his  human  Tinrure 
inmbled  at  the  fight  of  it;  John  xii.  27.  "  Now  is 
my  foul  troubled,  and  what  Ihall  I  fay  ?"  He  faw  \ho 
dreadful   llorm   coming,    the   black  cloud  arifin;X,  and 

'  fo  much  wrath  in  it,  that  he  knew   not  how  to  exprels 
liimfelf, .  Matth.  xxvi.  38.  and  Mark  xiv.  34.     Inhere 
he  cries  out,   "  My  foul   is  exceeding  forrowful,  even 
unto  death/*     We  never  hear  of  one  groan  from  ChrilV 
for  all  his  bloody  iiiflerings;  vihen  crowned  wiih  thornr^^ 
fcourged,  and  laid  on  the  cro^?;  ''  As  a  fheep  before  her 
ftearers  is  dumb,  fo  he  opened  not  his  moiith  ;*'   but  on 
the  firll  entrance  of  his  foul-fuiTerings,  he  fell  a  lament- 
ing/** My  foul  is  exceeding  forrovful  •:''    the   original 
words  are  nroft  emphatic,  *  He  was  begirt  with  forrow;/ 
he  was  plunged  over  head  and  ears  in  the  wrath  cf  Cod: 
all  the  faculties  and, powers  of  his  foul  v/ere  begirt  with 
forrow;  "He  began  to  be  fore  amazed,"  Mark  xiv,  33. 
The, word  fignifies  the  greatell  extremity  of  amaaeme'nt, 
and  fuch  as   makes  a  man's   hair   ftand,  and   his  flefli 
creep;  and  it  is  added,  '*  He  was  very  heavy  :"  if  v;e 
confult  the  derivation  of  the  word,  ii  ftgnifi'es,.  a  finking- 
offpirit;  his   heart  was   like  wix   mtltsd   at  the  fight 
of  that  terrible   wrath.     But   the   evangelift  Luke  has 
yet  a  ftronger  expreffion,  Luke  xxi.  44.  *•'  Being-in  an 
agony,  his  fw^at  was,  as  it  were,  great  drops  of  blqod, 
falling  to  the  ground  :"  *  Being  in  an  ngony,  engaged' 
in  a  combat,'   as  the  Greek  word  figniiies  :    he  had  be-- 
fore  combated  with  principalities   and   powers   in  tho' 
j^ild.^rnefs,'.  but  now  he  is  combating -\vtlVfX)^^tY'a>Jc\^v^v 
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wrath.     He  wjas  in  an  agony,  and  fwate  great  droM 
of  blood:  all  fweats   arile  from  weaknefs  and  preffare^ 
of  nature;  tljerefore  a.dying  luqat.  is  a  cold  fvveat : 
but  never  one,  but*Chrill,-  fwate  a  bloody  fvveat;  and 
great  drops  of  blood,  in  fuch  abundance, 'tl^at  it  came 
through   his   garments,  and   fell   to  the  ground :    and 
this  was  all  but  the  firft  onfet,  .a  liitl^  Ikirmifli  before 
the  main  battle  ;    for  the    main    fij;ht  \yas  to  be  on  - 
riiount  Calvary,'  after  they  nailed  hi>n   to  the  crofs ; 
then,  oh   a  fudden,   the  curtain  of  heaven  is  drawn, 
the  fun  lofes  hia  light  5  he  was  now  combating  with 
all, the  powers  of  hell  and  darknefs,  and  therefore  the 
field  he  was  to  fight  in  was  dark,     The  punilhmei;t 
of  lofs  and  fenfe  both  was  due  to  \is  for  fin,  therefore 
he  fuffired  both  :   the  puniftiment  of  lofs,  for  aH  Qpm- 
fort  now  fails  .Ghrift;  a^g^^s  appeared  before  ftrengtheh- 
ing  him;  but   now   not  an  ^hgel  dares  peep  out  of 
Jieaven  for  his  comfort ;    yea,  now  his  Go^  fails  him, 
ip  refpedt-  of  his  coi^fortable  prefenc^ :    formerly  hi^ 
heart  failed  him,  in  fome  refpetls,  but  pow  his  God  j 
which  makes  him  cry  out,  ''  My  God>  my  God,  why 
Jiaft  thou^orfaken  me  ?''     Never  was,  there  fuch  a  crjf 
in  heaven  or  earth,  before  or  fince  :  yea,  now  he  fuf- 
fered  the  punifhment  of  fenfe  alfo  due  to  us;  for  now  all 
the  wrath  of  God  was  poured  down  immediately  upoa 
his  foul  :  all  the  fluices  of  divine  fury  are  opened^  and 
all  the  waves  and  billows  of  his  vengeance  palled  over 
him.     "  Darknefs  was  over  all  the  eai^th  :"    all  things 
hufhed   into  filence,  that   Chrift  might,  without  inter- 
ruptioni    grapple   with    his   Father's  wrath,    until    he 
cried,  *'  It  is  finiihed,  and  gj^ye  up  the  ghoft.''-»— What 
think  you  of  this  dreadful   fword  that  awaked   againft 
our  Surety,  the  man  Gpd's  Fellow,  wh^n  he  was  ta 
expiate  our  fins  I 

5.  It  is  a. bright  fword,  a  clear,  a  glittering  fword;. 
there  is  no  fpot  of  ruft  or  ftain  upon  this  fword  ;  no  : 
the  fword  is  fpotlefs.  Jullice,  holy  juftice  :  there  is 
no  unrighteoufnefs  with  God.  As  there  is  no  drop  of 
Vinrighteoufnefs  in  the  cup  of  the  damned,  who  are  all 
damned  by  an  aft  of  holy  juftice ;  fo  there  was  no. 
^drpp  ormj^iili?  ui  the  c«p  of  wratli,  wl\ich  Chrift,; 
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^  Surety,  drank  up  to  the  bottom.  Chrift  had  faid  of 
pkl,  ^^  Lo!  I  come:"  I  come  tx)  be  cautioner,  and  enter 
myfelf  in  the  roopi  of  poor  finners,  to  pay  their  debt : 
juilice',  inde^di  could  not  have  required  our  debt  of 
him,  .if  he  had  not  undertaken  it ;  but  having  entered 
himfelf  cautioner  for  our  debt,  he  Ijecame  liable  to 
tlie  payment  of  it :  hence,  when  Chrill  fmv  the  fword^ 
and  was  crying,  "  Father,  fuve  n;e  from  \his  hour,'* 
}ie  immcdiaicly  corrected  himfelf  with  a  but;  *'  But 
for  this  caufe  came  I  into  this  hour,"  Jolin  xii.  27. 
And  in  the  beginning  of  the  t^Aenty-fecondrfabn,  which 
you  know  is  one  of  the  mod  clear  prophecies  of  Cih^  Ura 
fuff-rings,  after  he  had  cried  out,  ver.  1.  '*  My  God  5 
my  GodS  why  haft  thou  forfaken^me  :"  Which  is  net 
the  exprcffion  of  ar>y  quarrelling  complaint  or  difccu- 
ragement,  bqt  of  ftnleis  nature,  when  arraigned  before 
the  tribunal  of  God,  afFecled  with  the  horror  of  divino 
wrath,  and  not  being  able  eafily  to  endure  that  there 
ihould  be  a  cloud  between  God  and  him  ;  I  fay,  af:er 
thefe  words  he  adds,  ver.  3.  "  But  thou  art  holy  " 
He  cannot  complain  of  injuflice:  Thou  art  jnft  and 
\iply  in  exa^ling  all  the  debt  at  my  hand,  which  I  be- 
'  came  furety  for :  I  have  all  the  fins  of  the  ele£l  to 
anfvver  for;  and  therefore  I  juRify  thee,  O  Father,  in, 
giving  me  this  ftroak  of  thy  awakened  fwcrJ:  **  Thou 
firt  holy :  Thou  9.rt  clear  when  thou  jud^eft*" — It  is 
1^  cleir,  bright,  fpotlefe,  and  lioly  fword. 
^  6.  It  is  a  Living  fv^ord  :  do  you  think  that  God  ia 
fpeaking  to  a  piece  of  cold  iron,  when  he  fays,  '*  Awake, 
O  fword  ?'*  Nay,  this  fword  is  God  himfelf,  the  living 
God:  God's  juftice  is  God  himfelf,  a  juft  God.  Of 
this  living  fword  you  read,  Heb.  x.  31,  **  It  is  a  fear- 
ful  thing  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  living  God,"  They 
that  fall  into  hell,  they  fall  into  the  bands  of  the  living^ 
God  ;  and  there  they  are'  an  everlalling  facrifice  ta 
this  ever-living  fword.  Chrift^  when  he  came  to  fa- 
tisfy  jufiice,  he  fell  into  the  hands  of  this  living  God  f 
and'if  he  had  not  been  God's  equal,  God*s  Fellow,^ 
he  could  never  have  got  out  of  his  hands  again.  If 
this  fword  be  a  living  fwprd,  even  the  living  God,  Q 
\)ut  it  jjiuil  \?t  2^  great  dpd  ftrong  Cwprd.  ^^  tlaR  ^>«w\ 
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of  God  is  called,  Ifh;  xxvii.  i.  .It  takes  the  ftrength  o 
God  to  w'eild  it;,  and  fo  he  does  here,  *'  Awake,  O 
fword."  It  takes  the  ftrength  of  God  to  tear  the  blow 
of  it>  and  fo  it  is  here  li  '^  A^valce,  againll  the  man  that 
is  my  Fellow.''  One  ftlow  of  it  given  to  th6  angels  and 
feraphims,  would  have  brought  them  all  down  from  the 
battlements  of  heaven  t6  the  bottorn  of  hell.  *'  ^vvake, 
O  fvvord:"  God  is  here  Speaking  to  himfelf;  as  if  he  had 
faid,  Let  me  arife  in  my  arniour  of  vengeance  and  fitry, 
and  fall  upon  my  Shepherd,  the  man  that  ismy  Pellovvr 
it  is  a  living  fvvord  that  can  sivvake  itfclf:— ^Thvis  j'xm 
fee  what  for  a  fword  it  is  that  awakes  a^ainil  Chri!!:. 
O  to  fee  and  believe  thii  truth  this  day  ! 

III.  The  Third  thing  was  to  {hew,  in  what  Manner 
this  fword  did  awake  againft  Chriit,  and  what  is  im- 
parted in  tlie  phrafe,  **  Awake^  O  fword."  How  the 
fword  did  awake  againll  Ghrill  has  been  partly  declar- 
ed already  in  tlie  account  of  the  fword  itfelf  :•  however 
.it  may  a  little  further  appear,  in  the  import  of  this  won- 
<Jerrul  call,  ■**  Awake,  O  fword,"  etc. 

I.  It  imports,  as  if  the  fword  had  been  Sleeping^*and 
now  muft  awake  againft  him:  Chrift  having  no  fin  of 
his  own  to*  anfwer  for,  the  fword  of  juftice  had  no- 
thing to  lay  to  his  charge  ;  and  fo  was  Heeprng,  as  it 
were,  witiv  refpeft  to  him,  having  nothing  to  fay 
againft  him,  being  the  infinitely  holy  God  in  hrmfelfi 
until  once  he  made  the  bargain  with  his  Father,  ta 
become  our  Surety  and  Cautioner;  and  whenever  hQ 
became  fin  for  us,  ^nd  took  on  him  our  debt,  then  juf- 
tice had  a  right  topiirfue  him  ;^  and  therefore^  ^*  Awake, 
O  fword.''  •       • 

2.  '*  Awake,  O  fword,'*  it  imports,  that  not  6.nly  while- 
the  counfel  of  peace  was  held  between  the  Father  and 
the  Son,  did  juftice  delay  the  execution,  though, 
Chrift  was  the  Lamb  flain  from  the  foundation  of  the 
world,  in  the  decree  and  counfel  of  God,  bi^t  that  af- 
ter  this  glorious  tranfaftion,  the  fword  deftgned  againft 
the  Son  of  God,'  had  long  .flumbered  :  the  fword -had 
flumbered  above  four  thoufand  years  after  Adam's 
fall;  the  Lamb  was  not  flain  all  that  time,  but  6n- 
J/  in  (J^rk  typical   reprefenUlVoxv^  o£  UU  death  ;•  but 
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now,  he  mud  be  ailually  flain  ;  therefore,  "  Awake,  O 
-  fword,"  God  was  now  fpeaking  of  the  day  of  Chrill, 
the  -gofpel-day  in  the  firlt  verfe  of  the  chapter,  where 
our  text  lies,  fa\'iiij^,  "  In  that  day,  there  fliall  Ix;  a 
fountain  open^iJ  10  the  houfc  of  D.wid,  and  \o  the  inha- 
bitants  of  Jerufalcm,  for  fin,  and  for  unclcanncfs:'*  Now 
how  iha^l  this  fountain  be  opened  ?  Vv'hy,  the  fword 
of  juftice  mull  pierce  the  fidj  and  l.eart  of  the  Son  of 
God,  and  fo  opjji  a  fountain  of  cleanfin^  blood  ;  there- 
fore, when  the  decree  breaks  forth,  he  fays,  *'  Awake, 
O  fwcrd." 

3.  **  Awake,  O  fword;''  it  imports,  that  tlie  fword  of 
julUce  did  not  raflily  fmite  the  \mv\  tliat  is  God's  Fel- 
low: A  man  in  his  fleep,  or  hall-fl-*e[>ing,  may  give  a 
rafli  uuQdvifed  llroak  to  his  felh^w  ;  but  before  Ciod 
gave  the  flroak  to  the  man  that  is  his  Fallow,  he  did 
awake  his  juftice,  as  It  were,  out  of  fleep,  and  pro- 
ceeded upon  the  matured  dtlibt-Tatir^n  ;  *'  Awake,  O 
fword/'  It  was  no  unadvifed  ftrook  that  ChriR  got  by 
the  fword  of  juftice;  it  was  the  fruit  of  a  f;lorious 
iranfaftion  :  neither  did  the  fword'llrike  him  without  a 
warrant,  by  particular  orders  from  the  Jud^^e  of  all:  It 
w^as  warranted  to  braudlfti  itfclf  agctinll  him  ;  *'  Awake, 
O  fwoRi." 

4.  It  imports,  that  jufl'ce  was  Lively  and  Vigorous 
in  executing  the  vengeance?  due  upon  otir  Surety  fur 
our  fin:  Juftice  did  not  give  him  a  llcepy,  lazy,  drowfy 
blow  ;  but  a  flrong,  lively,  av/akencd  blow  :  as  it  is 
faid,  in  another  cafe,  Ifa  lii.  9.  "  Awake,  awake,  put 
on  ftrength,  O  arm  of  the  Lord;"  fo,  Awake,  O  fword, 
put  on  fircnRth.  Well,  juliice  arifes,  as  it  were,  like 
on^  out  offljjep,  puts  on  its  cloaths  of  vengeance,  and 
armour  of  power,  rallies  its  forces,  goes  forth  with 
warlike  robes,  and  attacks  the  man  that  is  God's  Fel- 
low with  all  its  force;  and  adts,  like  itfelf,  with  impar- 
tial equity,  without  fparinc:  our  Surety,  becaufe  of  his 
quality,  Rom.  viii.  32^  "  God  fpared  not  his  own  Son; 
Awake,  O  fword." 

5.  *'  Awake,  O  fword,"  it  imports  the  great  concern 
and  earnefrnefs  that  was  in  God's  heart  to  have  his 
jufiice  fathSed :  O  fword ;  "  Awake,  O  Iwoti.''    OcA 
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f^>eak«5  here  with  aiu-clipnate  concern :  '  O  fKVofd  !  O 
Juftice!  thou  mull  b3  honoured,  glori^eJ,  and  fat!!> 
fied,  one  way  or  odier  :  and  feeing  I  hs^Vc  propofed 
to  my  eternal  San  to  bear  the  llroak  of  vengeance  in 
the  room  of  ele£t  fmners ;  and  feeing  he  haa  under^ 
taken  it,  my  very  heart  is  fet  upon  the  accomplifti- 
tncni  of  this  glorious  \vork ;  my  juftice  is  One  of 
th:i  pjarb  qf  my  crown  ;  I  will  not  fliew  mercy  to 
the  dcinment  of  my  julUce.  ,  A  facrifice  I  'mull 
have,  a  facrlfice  {  will  have;  therefore,  *V Awake,  Q 
fword.'^ 

6.  I  think  it  imports,  not  Only  GoJ's  concern  la 
have  his  jiillice  fatisficjd  this  way,  bat  his  gi'^ij^t  delight 
in  the  fatiGfadlioti ;  *^  Avv>4kej  O  fvvord,  againil  the  man 
thit  is  my  Fellow.'*  With  what  infinite  pjeafure  and 
fatisfadViOii^  does  the  fword  of  juftice  give  the  blocnly 
flroak  to  this  glorious  perfon  ?  "  Jt  pleafed  the  Lord  ta 
bruife  him,  an^  put  him  to.  g^i,ef,'*  Ifa»  liiiv  iq%  Wh)% 
how  is  this  confiilent  with  the  iaeffaWe  love  be  had 
to  his  eternally  Belorved  ?  Yes,  moll  confifteoit ;  for 
the  Father  loved  the  Son  in  dying,  aad  for  dying; 
J  )hn  X.  17.  "  Therefore  doth  my  Father  loVe  me,  be- 
caufe  I  lay  down  my  life,  that  J  might  t^k«  it  again.'* 
He  loved  his  Son  for  this  very  act  of  cbedieuce  vfhich. 
he  yielded  to  him  ;  Ghriit's  obedience  to  the  d^at^  vv^s 
the  higheft  and  moi^  acceptable  worOiip.andr  fervic^  to, 
God,  that  ever  was,  or  ever  will  be  ;.it  is  tl  facrifice. 
qf  furJi  a  fweet  fmeli  that  it  drowned  the  ftink  of  all. 
the  flits  of  an  elect  world  ;,  a  facrifiwe  more  pleafmg  to^ 
God  than  all  their  fins  were  difpleafing:  and  therefore^^ 
with  infinite  pleafure  and  fatisfaS^ioxi,  l\e  faySj  *  i^wakgi^ 
.0  fword/     This  leads  me  to 

IV.  The  Fourth  thing  propofed,  Wliat  Speoral  Han^l 
JmiovAH"  the  Lord  of  hoiis  had  in  making  this  awfut 
fword  to  awake  againfl  this  glorious  perfon  ?  '<  Awakeii 
O  fword, — faith  the  Lord  of  hofts,'*  It  was  the  Lord  of 
hofts,  the  eternal  Father  of  this  eternal  Son  that  rouft. 
lered  the  hofts  of  vengeance  Againfl  him,  and  had  the 
main  and  principal  hand  in  Chrift's  fufFerings,  which 
V'0  are  to  cojjj  memorable  lUis  da^.    ^^•u^va.uS  Vv^wl 


was  fupreme  in  this  bufinefs  ;   and  that  in  ihefc  tout 
reJ'pedts. 

I.' It  was  Jkhovah,  the  I^rcl  of  hofls,  that  dcrterroimd 
all  before-hand,  and  agreed  with  Lis  Son  Jbr  that  ef- 
feft.  It  W9S  concluded  in  the  coiinfel  of  (iod  what 
he  lliould  fiifi'-r,  what  fliould  be  the  price  ihat  Jt.zrorAii 
would  have,  and  the  facrilice  ht  would  acceiv.  of  from 
bis  hands.  It  was  not  the-  Jews,  nor  the  icribes  and 
Pharifc«3,  nor  Pilate,  but  iTim  ipally  it  was  tlie  I.ord'^ 
doing,  and  the  accompliihment  of  his  eternal  ccunfel, 
A6ts  iv.  27,  28.  *'  Herod,  and  Pontius  Pilntc,-  with  the 
Gentiles,  and  the  people  of  KVael  were  gathered  together, 
to  do  whc^tfoever  thy  hand  and  thy  counfel  determined 
before  to  l:>e  done/'  In  all  they  were  doing  they  did 
nothing,  but  what  wCiS  carved  out  before  in  tlie  etei;nal 
counfel  of  God  ;  and  therefore  fays  Peter,  Acls  ii.  23- 
••  Him  being  delivered  by  the  determinaie  counfel  aixl 
foreknowledge  of  God,  you  have  taken,  and  by  wicked 
hands  have  crucified  and  fliiin." 

2*  As  he,  the  great  Jhhovait,  tlie  I^rd  of  hods, 
determined,  that  the  fword  ihould  a\vak*i  againft  him^ 
fo  he  prepared  the  fubjeft  capable  to  receive  the  llroak 
of  jiiftice's  fword  ;  Heb.  x.  5,  **  A  body  haft  thou  pre- 
pared me.*'  He  gave  him  a  nature,  a  foul  and  body- 
capably  of  fuffcring  :  the  ftroak  of  iuilice  fell  only  upon 
thie  man  Chriil,  upon  his  human  nature  ;  thoLij;h  the 
dignity  of  his  divine  perfon  did  infinitely  inhance  the 
merit  of  his  fufferings;  yet  his  divine  peribn,  his  divine 
nature  was  never,  reached,  nor  reachable,  by  the 
fword  of  jiifiice;  the  eternal  Word  was  untangible 
and  incapable  of  fuffering,  till  the  Word  was  made 
flefh.  Now,  this  flefh,  this  human  nature,  he  pre- 
pared. 

3.  It  was  Jehovah,  the  Lord  of  hofls,  that  ordered 
and  over-ruled  all  his  fufferings,  when  it  came  to  th« 
execution  of  his  antient  decree.  He  who  governs  all 
the  counfels,  thoughts,  and  actions  of  men,  did,  in 
a  fpecial  manner,  govern  and  -over-rule  the  fuffcringa 
of  the  Mediator.  Though  wicked  men  were  follow- 
ing their  own  defigns,  and  were** fiirred  and  afted  by 
the  devil,  who  is  faidto  havz  put  it  \u;o  \.\\q,  V^%.vx.qS. 
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Judas  to  betray  Chrift;  yet  God  had  the  ordering  of 
all,  who  fhould  betray  him  ;  what  death  he  fhould  die; 
how  he  (hould  be  pierced  ;  and  yet  not  a  borte  of  hini 
broken.       '     '  ,         . 

4,  It  was  jErfovAii,  The  Lord  of  hods,  that  had  an 
adtiv^e  hand  in  reaching' the  flroak  to  Chrill ;  he  w:is 
the  chief  party*  thJit  purfucd  Chrift  -with  the  fword  of 
jullice  in  his  hand  :  *'  It  pleafed  the  Lord  to  bruife  him  j 
and  to  put  him  to  j^rief."  It  was  he  that  was  exacting 
the  eleft's  debt  of  him  j  and.  therefore  GFirift  looked 
GVL^r  Pilate  and  Herod,  and  all  th(i  wicked  inllruments 
ufed  in  this  work,  as  of  no  confideration  in  this  mat- 
ter  J  he  looked  over  them  to  the  Lord  Ti;uor  au  his 
Farherj  and  fays  to  the  chief  of  thfem,  Pilate^  (ihat 
cowardly^  felf- condemned  judge)  "  Thou  couldd  have 
no  power  over  me,  except  it  were  given  thee  from 
^bove."  It  was  this  intereft  that  his  Father  had  in  his 
fufferings  tliat  maide  him  fay,  John  xviii.  11.  '*  The  cupf 
which  my  Father  hath  given  mfe,  Avail  I  not  drink  it  ?'* 
His  Father  puffued  him  as  Cautioner  in  our  room;  and 
to  his  Fathei",  he  cries  when  the  fword  was  running 
througli  his  heart;  "  My  God,  my  God,  why  haft  thou 
forfaken  nie  ?''  He  fpafed  not  his  own  Son,  when  he' 
cried,  but  would  have  him  driiik  out  the  bitter  cup  to 
the  bottom:  "  Avvake,  O  fword,  again  ft  my.  Shepherd, 
and  againft  the  man  that  Is  my  Fellow,  faith  the  Lord 
of  hoits;-  fmite*  the  fliepherd.'^  The  meflage  comes 
from  him,  and  he  gave  the  fword  a  charge,  arid  orders 
it  to  fmite  him  ;  it  vvas  this,  more  than  .the  vvhips^ 
the  thorn^i  the  nails,  the  fpear,  that  made  him  cry 
out-  Another  and  a  higher  hand  brouglit  his  foul  to 
more  bitternefs,  than  all  the  futlerings  he  endtired  from 
men. — Thus  his  foul  was  crucified  more  than  his  body  j 
and  his  heart  had  fliarper  naiis  to  pierce  it  than  his 
hands  and  feet. 

V.  The  Fifth  thing,  viz.  The  Reafons  of  the  doc- 
trine ;  Why  the  Lord  of  hofts  ordered  the  fwbrd  ot 
juftice  to  awake  againft  his  Shepherd,  the  man  that  is 
his  F{?lIow  ?  Surely  it  Wtas  neceflary,  that  the  fword 
iliould  awake  againft  him ,  "  Ought  not  Chrift  to  have 
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fuffered  tliefc  things?"  fays  pur  Lord  himfelf,  Luke 
xxiv.  26.-  However  innocent  he  was  in  himfeM';  yet 
our  lins,  which  were  laid  upon  him,  deferved  to  be  thus 
treated;  and  therefore  he,  as  our*Sarcty,  wlio  had 
the  guilt  of  the  world  lying  upon  him,  fays,  P.al.  Ixix.  5. 
•*  O  God,  thou  knowelt  my  fooliflmefs;  and  my  wick- 
ednefs  is  not  hid  from  thee  :"  Ti'.cfe  are  the  worJs  of. 
Ci'irUl,  of  whom  David  was  a  type.  lie  had  enough 
ol"  lin  impntatively  ;  and  our  fins  had  never' been  expi- 
ated, out  Judge  never  atoned,"  our  fouls  never  faved, 
our  liate  never  fecured,  jufiice  ncvci*  fatisficd,  the  bond 
ivcver  cancelled,  if  the  fword  had  not  awaked  againft 
him.  'Ought  he  not  then  to  have  fuficred  the  firoak  of 
the  fword  ?  Yea,  he  gave  his  oath  for  it  to  his  Futher 
from  eternity;  and  all  the  promiles,  prophecies,  types, 
and  facrifices  of  old  pointed  out  this.  God  was  reitdy 
to  come  down  with  fury  in  his  heart,'  and  red-hot 
thunder-bolis  in  his  hand,  to  fink  all  mankind  to 
hell  :  and  ought  not  Chrift  to  .fufFjr  and  interpofe  ? 
Yea,  glory  to  God,  that  he  did.  But  more  particu- 
larly, 

!•  The  Lord  of  hofls,  thei  Redor  of  the  univerfe, 
tlefigned  by  this  method  to  redify  what  was  out  of 
courfe,  by  the  fin  of  man,  and  to  bring  all  things  to 
rights.  By  the  fall,  the  univerfal  frame  fuSlrred  a 
convulfion  :  the  .covenant  of  works  was  broken ;  the 
devil  was  reigning  and  raging  in  the  earth ;  and  all  the 
honour  of  God's  wofkmanfliip,  in  the  firft  creation, 
was  like  to  be  loft.  Now,  the  fupreme  Reftor  comes 
with  the  fword  of  juftice  to  redify  thefe  diforders,  by . 
drenching  his  fword  in  the  blood  of  b^s  eternal  Son. 
Was  the  covenant  of  works  broken  ?  Behold  here  is 
the  condition  of  it  fulfilled,  by  his  a£live  and  paffive 
obedience ;  yea,  bpth  the  two  covenants,  of  works 
and  of  grace,  were  at  once  fulfilled  in  his  obedience 
to  the  death  :    this  is  the   proper  condition  of  each  of 

thefe  covenants* Was  the  devil  reigning  and  rag-- 

ing  on  the  *earth  ?-  Behold!  bv  this  blow  of  luftice's 
fword,  given  to  Chrift,  the  devil  and -all  our.fpiritual 
enemies  are  deftroyed  ;  "  For  this  caufe  was  the  Son  of 
Cod  manifelled^  that  he  might  deilvoy  ll\^  woxV^  ofi  ^Jcv^ 
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devil.'*    Hence,  when  Chrift  is  lifted  up  upon  the  crof^j 
i^eceivin^T  theftroak  of  jullice*s  fword,  it  is  faid,  '*  Now 
is  the  judgment  of  this  world  ;  now  is  the  prince  of  this 
world  qaft  but,  JotihvXii.  31.     By  death'  he  deliroyed 
him  that  had    the  power  of  death;  that  is,  the  devil.'* 
By  the   bruiie  of  his  heel,  his  huriian  nature,  he  broke 
the  ferp^rit's  head,  and  his  power.— r Again,  was  all  the 
honour  and  beauty  of  God's   workmanlhip  Jike  to  be 
loft  ?  Behold,  the  man  that  is  God's  Fellow,  fujlainirig 
the  llroak  of  jEiiovAii's  fwordj  reftores  all ;  Pfal.  Ixix^ 
4.    *''-  Then   rcttored   1  that  which  I   took  sot  away.** 
What  w^is  tjlken   away  ?  why,  the  devil^  Adam,  and 
Eve  took  away  the  glory  due  to  God,  the  obeuienbe 
due  to  the  law,  and  th6  happinefs  that  belonged*  to  man 
in  his  firlf  creation.     Av'ell,  fays  Chrift,  it  is   much  to 
bring  them  all  back  again  5  but  I  will  do  it,  though  I 
took  them  not  awaV.     I  will  reftore  to  man  his  happi- 
nefs ;  he  has  loft  the  favour  of  God,  I  will  reftore  it 
in  juftification  ;  he  has  left  the  image  of  Gddj  1  will 
reftore  it  in  Regeneration  ;  he  has  loft  the  fellowfhip  df 
God,  I  will  reftot'e  it,  being  God's  Fellow :  J  wi)l  bring 
them  to  fellowfliip  whh  God,  by  fuftaining  the  ftroak  of 
the  fword  which  they  fliould  have  fuftained  for  even    I 
will  reftore  to  the.  law   its  due  obedience ;  yea,  1  will  • 
magnify  the  law  and  make  it  honourable,  by  my  obe- 
dience to  it,  in  fb  much  that  the  Lord  of  Hofts  fliall  be 
well  pleafed  for  tiiy   righteoufnefs   fake  |  and   fo  I  ^ill 
reftore  to  God  the  honour  and  glory  that  he  loft  by  the 
ftn  of  man*     And  this  leads  to  a  ) 

2^  Reafon,  why  the  Lord  of  Hofts  made  the  fword 
of  juftice  to  awake  and  fmite  his  Shepherd,  the  mati 
that  is  his  Fellow?  Why,  that  thus  he  might  g:et  all 
his  divine  Attributes  glorified  in  the  higheft.  **  Glor/ 
to  God  in  the  higheft,"  was  the  fong  of  angels  when 
he  appeared  in  our  nature,  to  receive  this  awful  ftroak.' 
God's  honour  was  not  more  impaired  arid  enrbeSs^eled 
by  the  fin  of  man,  that  it  was  reftored  and  repair*^ 
by  the  death  of  Chrift,  If  all  mankind,  and  all  the 
iingels  with  them,  had  fallen  a  facrifice  to  the  fword 
of  divine  juftice,  it  could  not  have  repaired  the  honour 
CfGod.  fox  pnc  Cia :  though  ihey  htid  ^11  betrn  ofFered' 
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up  irt  one  whole  burnt-cfifering,  it  could  not  liave  fa* 
tlsfied   infinite  juilice ;   yea,   though  they  had  all  beeii 
damned   in   hell,    to   all   eternity,  juflicc  could  tiever 
have  got  full  fatisfaftioii.     But  here  is  Juftice  glorified 
to  the  highcft  \  "  By  one  offering  lie  hath  perfefted  for 
ever  them  that  are  fanftified  ;"    and-at  the  fame  timd 
vindicated  the  If^otlefs    holinefs   and    righteouFnefs    of 
God,   that  it  may  be  known  that  God  is  holy  and  juft, 
who  will  nieds  avenge  fin  in  his  own  Son,  the  holy  and 
iftiiOcem  Cautioner,  when  he  interposes  in  the  finner^^ 
room.     This  is  the  declared  defign  of  God's  awaken* 
ing  the  SwCrd  of  jufiice  againft  Chrift  ;   Rom.  iii.  25. 
"  Whom  God  hath  fet  foinh  to  be  a  propituliori  for  fin," 
through  faith  in  his  blood,   to  declare  his  rightebufhefsi 
that  he  might  be  juft,  and  the  jufiifier  of  hitii  that  be- 
lieveth  in,  Jtrfas."     If  God  had  e5ca6tcd  the  fatisfaftiort 
of  the  firm-rs  them  Tel  ves,  by  fending  thetn  to  hell,  it 
'might  have  declared  his  jaftice  and  rightCoufncfs  much} 
bkit  here  it  is  more  glorioufly  declared,   and  glorified 
to  ih2  higheft  t  for,  if  we  confider  Chrift  in  himfelfi 
and  the  eleft  in  themfelves,  liis  death  and  fufferingi 
<tre  more  than  if  all  the  ele£t  had  fufiered  eternally  ia 
hell.     Here  is  mercy  alfo  and  free  gtace  glorified  to 
the  higheft*   while  the  firitier  is  liberate   and  not  put  to 
p2Ly  the  debt  in  his  own  perfon.     liere  is  divine  powtr 
glorified  to  the  higheft  5  in  the  crucifying  Chrift,  whonl 
the  power  of  God  fupported  under  that  load  of  wrath 
that  would  have  cruflied  ten  thoufand  worlds.     Here 
is  wifdOm  glorified  to  the  higheft;  **  The  manifold  wif- 
dom  of  God,'*  that  there  itiould  be  two  natures,  yet  but 
dne  pfcffon  ;   that- mercy  fliould  be  fully  magnified,  and 
yet  juftice  fully  fatisfied ;   that  fin  fhould  be  puniflied^ 
and  y6t  the  finner  unpuniftied ;   that  the  finner  fliould 
cfcape,  and  yet  God  fhould  take  vengeance  upon  fin* 
O  the  wifdoni  of  God  in  a  myftery  ! 

3.  Reafon  why  the  Lord  of  hofts  ordered  the  fwofd 
of  jaftice  to  aWake  and  fmite  the  Shepherd,  the  mad 
that  is  his  Fellow  ;  it  Was  even  for  the  honouf  of  the 
Shepherd,  jind  the  glory  of  the  Man  his  Fellov/.  God 
defigned  that  for  his  fuKering  of  death,  he  fhould  bs 
crowned  mth  gJorjr  Mad  honour,  Heb%  Vi.  o,    ^V«x  fet 
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his  ImmWing  himyif,  and  becoming  obedience  to-, the 
dcaih,  he  ftioald  be  highly  exulted  ^ibove  all,  and.  have 
a  name  above  every  name,  Fail,  ii,  9.  That  lor  drink- 
ing oi  the  brook  in  the  Wiiy,  he  fliould  lift  up  his  head; 
t;iat  after  he  had  drunk  oi  the  brook  of  divinef  wrath 
iu  our  room,  he  IhouM  I'.it  up  h.s  head' above  ail  pin- 
clp-ilitics  and  powers,  and  have  ail  power  in  heaven 
and  carlli  g'lveu  to  hiir,  a:id  a.nun>bev  of  elect  to  pfaife 
fcim  for  ever.  O  it  is  a  \vcmdi::rful  thinp;  to  think, 
Vv'hai  he  gave,  and  what  he  got  I  What  gave  he?  His 
body,  his  k)ul,  his  blood,  his  life:  What  got  he  ?  E- 
"Virn  lome  of  the  bUck,  ugly  race  of  Adam  to  embrace 
him  :  he  mjikes  his  Ibid  an  oiT-ring  fof  fin,  aird  then 
he  fees^his  le^-d,  he  fees  tlie  travel  of- his  foul,  and  i^ 
Ltisfied,  lie  tliiiiks  all  his  pains  well  beflovved,  when 
hj  gL^s  his  br.de  in  his  arms.  O  here  is  love  !  behold 
incarnate  love  i  bleeding  lovjl  dying  love  i  Shall  not 
tiiis  glorious  L*over  be  exalted  of  God' for  ever,  and 
c:;altcd  by  all  tlie  .redeemed  with  the  .bighefl  praifes, 
ifor  opening  his  breall  to  receive  the  wound  of  the  awak- 
ened fword  of  jullioe  I  yea,  more,  the  fong  will  be^ 
**  Worthy,  wonliy  is  the  Lamb  that  war>  llain*  ,  Thou 
Vvaft  fiain,  and  baft  redeemed  us  to  God  by  thy  blood*'* 
Aiid  this  leads  to  the 

4.  And  la!l  reafort.  Why  the  fword  of  judfoe  ■  waa 
ordered  to  awake  an4  I'mite  th.e  Shepherd,  the  n>aa 
tiiat  is  God*s  i^cllow,  viz.  Tliat  a  fountain  of  ,b-iood 
nlight  Ua  opened  far  the  bentfit  of  the  theep.  The 
Shepherd  was  fmitteji  with  the  fword  of  juiUce,  that 
the  ilrocik  might  open  a  fountain  for  thfe  watering  of 
the  f[r:?ep:  Zech.  xiii.  i.  *'  Tnere  fliall  be  a  fcuitain 
opened  for  fin  and  far  uncleannefs.*''  A  fountain  for 
V.  aiering  atrd  wafhinj*  of  the  fiieep.  And  how  is  it  to 
bj  opened  ?  even  with  the  fword  of  juflice;  "Awake, 
O  fvvord,  again!!  the  man.  My  Feilow/'  Now,  the 
Slrjpherd's  blood,  filed  by  the  fword  of  jiiUice,  is  for  the 
benefit  of  the  flieep  many  ways;  Why  ? 

(t  )  It  is  peace- ipeaking  blood  j  it  fpeaks  better  things 
thun  tlie  blood  of  Abel :  It  fpeaks  peace  and  reconcilia- 
tion with  God,  which  is  founded  upon  the  blood  of 
Chi'iR:  this  is  the  wine  that  cheers  the  heart  of  God 
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aqd  maflfc  .  The  juftice  of  GoJ  took  a  drink  of  this  blood 
till  it  was  cheered  and  fatisfi^d  ;  and  when  the  foul  of 
the    (Inner  gets  a  drink  of  this  blood,  O   but  tliis  red  : 
v.iiic  rejoices  his  heart. 

(2.)  It  is  hearc-cleanfing  blovid  ;  the  blood  of  the 
S.i::phe.rd,  ilijd  by  the  fvvord  of  juilic'e,  ,is  for 'the  waili- 
in^  of  the  mecp  ;  '' The  blood  of  Chrilt  cleanVes  from 
all  \\.\V  hclci^nfes  nicritorioufly  from  the  guilt  of  iin, 
in  jjftifijation  5  it  clcanfcs  efticacioufly  from  tlie  filLlx 
of. fin^  in  fancVificiitiOii;  it  clcanfes  only;  for  no  raeans^ 
iio  duties,  no  tears,  no  prayer;,  no  fermon,  no  facra-  • 
nient,  no  ord. nances,  no  communicn-table,  wiil 
cleanfe  you  from  fin,  but  only  the  blooJ  of  Chriih  Ic 
cl^janlcs  infallibly  ;  for  ail  ihecbviU  in  hell,  and  all  the 
evils  in  the  heart,  llliii  not  be  able  to  mar  the  efficacy 
of  this  blood,  if  it  be  fprink'ed  on  you  by  the  hand  of 
the  Spirit,  The  whole  company  tliat  are  ftandini;  ^ 
about  xhc'throne,  have  wafhed  their  robes,  and  made 
thera  white  ill  the  blood  of  the  Lamb. 

(3.)  This  blood,  which  the  fw'ord  of  juflice  draws/ 
,  from  the  Shepherd,   is  healing  blood ;  for  the   healing 
of  his  (lieep  :  "  By  his  ftripcs   we  are  hqaled."     \t^ere 
your.difeafes  never  fo  defperate;  here  is  a  healing  me- 
dicine for  them  :  it  can  heal  ih'^  hardnefs  of  the  heart-; 
".They  Ihall  look  on  him  whom  they  have  pierced  and  ■ 
mourn  :"    It  can  heal  the  barren  foil  of  the  heart,  and  . 
turn  it  to  a  fertile  ground;'   Hof.  xiv.  6.  *'  From  me  is 
thy  fruit  found  ;"    from  iliy  Spirit^  as  the  efficient;  * 
and  from  my  blood,  as  the  procuring  caufe. 

(4.)  It  is  a  fweet-fmellino;  blood;  it  has  a  fweet- 
fmelling  favour  in  the  nollrlls  of  the  Lord  of  holls  ; 
and  perfumes  the  prayers  and  duties  of  the  believer ; 
*'  We  are  accepted  only  in  the  Be'oved*^'  Our  perfons, 
our  prayers,  our  preaching,  our  communicating^  would  . 
all  flink,  uplefs  they  be  dipt  in  the  blood  of  the 
Lamb.  ^ 

(.5.).  This  blood  of  the  Surety,  flied  by  the  fword 
of  jullice,  is  -blifs-purchafing  blood ;  and  one  of  th^ 
grand  blelFuigs  purchafed  is  the  Holy  Ghoft :  the  Spirit 
is  one  of  the  greateft  inflances  of  the  love  of  God 
ia  Chi:iU.    Whencv:er  Ad^xm  finned,  tht  H^Y^  ?i3^\\\V 
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left  him,  and  the 'unclean  fpirit  came  in  his' roorti  j  : 
bat  \vhen  the  fecond  Adam  came^  he  brought  the  Spirit 
of. God  Jigain  with  liim;  *'  I  have  put  my  Spirit  upon 
him  ;  zr.d  he  fllall  btm^  forth  judgment  to  the  Gentiles.'^ 
And,  O  \vhat  is  tte  world  wiihout  the  Spirit  of  God  ? 
What  is  a  niai>,  a  miuiilcr^  a  facr?^mem^  a  city,  a  na- 
tidnv  without  the  Spirit  of  God  ?    What  makes  matters 
fo  far  V/rong  in  a  lawd,  but   that  there  is  fc  little  of  the 
Spirit   wiib  toinirters  and   people?    There   is- no   life 
where-  the  quickening  Spirit  cCines  not ;  O  Sirs,  we  wiU 
have  dead  preachings    dead  bearing,   dead   comnUmi- 
eating,  Hfelefs  work  this  day^  if  the  purchafed  Spirit 
do  not  come?  When   l>e  comes,  life  come&  with  him;, 
'* :Ca6  ihefe  d*'y  bdnes  live  V^    Can  thefe  dea<},  formal, 
lifelefs,  unbelieving,  hypocritical,  and  carnal  hearts  live  ? 
Yea,  undoubtedly   they  catt,  if  the  Spirit  blow  :  O'  let 
your  hearts  cry,   "Come,   O  north- wind!  blow,  thou 
fouth  I  Come  froqi  the  four  winds,  O  breath,  and  breathe 
upon  thefe  llain>  th^t  they   may  live.''^     Cry  for  the 
parchal'fd  and  promtfed  Spirit,  that  v/e  may  live,  and 
be  lively  in  our  worli  this  day.       ^  / 

(6.).  This  blood  has  purchafed  all  fplmnal  bleffings: 
It-  has  purchafed  pardon  of  fin  ;  '*  We  have  redemption 
througl^  his  blood,  even  the  remifEon  of  fin."     It  has 
f  iirchafed  fecoVery  after  falls,  and   freedom   from  total 
ftpoftacy   to  all  that  believe  ;  "  I  will  heal  tJieir  back-    . 
flidings.-     Though  he  feJlt  he  ft^all   nm   uiterly  be  caft 
dgwnr  f(>i>  the  Lord  upholds  him  with  bis  hand,'^  Pl'aL 
xxxvii.  24.     Good  news  to-  believers,  fay  you,  he  has 
purdiafed  ^M  pfo,od  for  them  J  but  not  to  the  like  of  ilie; 
fuch  an  ^unbelieving  impemteiit  fftmer  as  me»     If  that 
be   your  thought,  mafn,  it  is   an  ijrnorant  blunder;  1 
tsll  yo^u  better  news,  this  blood  of  Chrift,  flied  by  thC' 
fword  of  juftice,  had  purchafed  faith  to  the   faiihlefsj 
repentance  to  the  irupeni tent;  grace  to  the  gracelefs  ; 
and  nothing  did    he    jturchafe    to    any    but  as  guilty 
finncr^,  deftitltte  of  all  good.     Here  is  a  good  market 
for  you  that  have  no  good,  no  grace  t    others  that  are 
iHcreafed  with  gCK^ds,   and  think  that  they  have  ^  go'^d  . 
heart  to  God,  good  defires  and^  inclinations,   aad  W^pal 
ihvA'€upon  hr  God's  favour,  lu^y  be  doing  with-  their 
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old  covenant  of  works,  where  the)'  and  their  money 
ftiall  periih:  but  for  you  that  are  pcKw,  p;uiUy,  filthy, 
perilhin^T  finners,  detlilute  of  all  good  in  yourfelves, 
here  is  good  ne'A's  to  you;  here  is  grace,  free  grace, 
full  grace,  rich  grace,  all  grace;  grace  to  juflify  lli« 
guilty,  grace  to  far.ftify  the, fikhy,  grace  to  (Irengtheu 
the  weak,  grace  to  fupply  the  nrcily.  You.  that  want 
graqe,  may  come  here  and  get  it ;  you  that  have  grace, 
may  come  here  and  get  more  ;  this  blood  has  purchafed 
ell  grace,  and  the  purchafer  ilands  ready  to  communis 
care  it :  for  he  haR  no  other  thing  to  do  with  his 
mediatorial  grace,  but  to  give  it  out  to  fiuners,  to  men, 
to  rebels  :  *'  He  has  received  gifts  for  men,  even  for  the 
rebenious,tbat  Goci  the  Lord  might  dwell  an:ong  thcm.'^ 
O  the  noble  purchafe  of  this  blood  !  It  has  purchaftd 
freedom  from  the  law,  both  fron>  the  curfe  and  com- 
mand of  the  covenant  of  work?,  in  fo  ratich  that  the 
believer  is  neither  under  the  mandate,  nor  the  faTidlion 
of  the  law,  as  a  covenant  of  works  :  by  tl)e  obedience 
of  Chriil  to  the  command   of  that   covenant   they   are 

•  made  righteous,  Rom.  xv.  19.  Who  alio  hath  redeemed 
■'them  from  the  C'lrfe  of  the   law,  being  made  a  curfe 

for  them,  Gal,  iiie  1  J.  The  believer  iixleed  is  undirr 
ftronger  obligntrona  to  obey  the  law,  as  it  is  a  rufe 
oflifbaiKl  hollnefs^  than  ever  Adaia  was  in  a  ftate 
of  innooency  j  but  as  it  is  a  covenant  of  wt^pks,  and 
condition  of  life,  he  h-as  not  a  farthing  of  debt  to  pay- 
to  it,  if  the  righteotifnofs  of  Ghriil  be  complete  aiKl  full; 
yea,  this  makes  the  \z:y  of  Gvxl  his  delight,  when  Iw 
attains  to.  the  faith  of  this,  that  he  has  notbrlKg  to^  db 
with  it  as  it  is  a  covenan^t, 

\xi  a  word,  by  this  blood,  fhed  by  the-  fword  of  [uftice, 
there  is  a  piirclvafe  made  of  accefs.  to  Gcd.  The  Soil 
of  man  was  lifted  up  upon  the  crois,  to  opef^the  gates 
of  heaven,,  which  our  fi-n  had  feut ;  he-  rent  the  vaU 
from  top  to  bottom,  and  we  have  boldnefs  to-Qnter  into 

•  th€  holieft  by  the  Mood  of  Jefus,  The  fword  awakened- 
a^avnft  the  Soo^  that  he  might  bring  us-  to  the  Father, 
I,  Pet.  Hi*  18.  *'  Chrift  has  once  fuffered  for  lin  ,*-  the 
jxift  for  the  unjuft,  that  he  might  bring  us  t:o  God,'* 
We  ^.re  ^  ^  dijltmce  from  God,    lyvng  i^^c^^^  ^^ 
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the  devil's*  afms  ;  but  they  that  were  far  off,  are  -made 
.nigh.by  , the  blood  pfChrilh  All  the  fermons,  all  the 
Fiieans  in  the  world,  will  r.ot.  brin;^  us  near  to  God  ; 
thq  meanB  by.whiqh  hjc  draws  men  to  himfcif,  is  jull 
by  his  blood  ;and  righteoufneis;  "When  I  ani  lilted  up, 
fays  Ghfift,.,!  will  drawj all  men  after  me."  Well,  he 
was  lifted  yp  upon  the  crcfs,  tvhere  he  received  the 
.blow  of  God's  awakened  fword  ;  he  was  lifted  up  into 
heaven;  to  his  Father's  right-hand,  and  he  is  lifted  up 
upon  the  poleof  this  gorpel ;  and  has  he  faid,  ''  I  will 
draw  all  men  after  me?"  O  fay,  Amen,  Lord,  let  ths 
be  a  druwing  day, .  .         .  • 

VI.  The  Sixth  thing  was ;  the  Application,  Now, 
many,  Ate ry  many  things  might  be  deduced  from  this 
dodlrine,*  by  way  of  appliGattbn,  J  fliall  at  the  time 
oiFer  you  bHt  a  .fe\y  General  Inferences,  ^nd  refer  the 
reft  to  be  accommodated  more  pariicularly  to  the  reft 
of  the  work  of  the.dciy,  as  the  Lord  fliall  pleafe  to  guide 
and  dire.6l.  Well,  is  it  fQ,  that  by  fpecia4  orders 
from' Je HO V A II,  the  Lor-d  of  hoils,  the  man  Chrift, 
his  Shepherd -and  his  Fellow,  did  fall  a  facrifice  to 
the  awakened  fword  of  infinite  jullice?  Is  it  .fo  as  you 
ha-Ve  heard  ?   Then  v.'e  may  hence  fee,  and  behold, 

I.  The-  infinite  malignity  of  fin^  and-  the  dreadful 
demerit  thereof,  •  Did  it  overflow  the  old  world  with 
a  deluge  of  water  J  Did  it  confume  Sodom  and  Gomorr 
rah  with  a  ftorni  of  fire  and  brimftone  j  Did  it  caft 
angels  and  men  that  are  under  it  into.Tophet,"*'  Tl>e 
place  whereof  is  fire  and  muph  wood^  which  the  breath 
of  the  Lord  doth  kindle ;"  fo  as  the  fmoke  of  their 
torments  afcend  for  ever  and  ever  ?  In  all  this  may 
the  demerit  of  fiii  be  feen;  but  much  more  here  in- Chrift, 
a  facrifice  to  the  awakened  fword  of  divine  vengeance. 
Go  to  Golgotha,  and  fee  the  man  that  is  God's  Fellow, 
drinking  up  the  cup  of  his  Father's  indignation!  fufFering 
unto  blood!  fufiering  unto  death  !  for,  *'  God  fpared  him 
not,''  beitig  now  in  the  room  of  fmners;  behold  the 
earth  trembling  under  the  mighty  load  of  this  terrible 
irrfith )  for  there  was  a  great  earthquake,  while  the 
fnvrd  of  God's  y/riith   wgi^  rijtvmn^  X\^tQ^'a^V  jfc:^  n^^n 
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that  was-  his  Fellow  ;  the  heavens  crew  dark  when 
this  awtlil  fpctliiclc  was  e\]X)!eti  ;  the  lun  v.  aneilij^f* 
eci,  conirctry  to  the  cumir.on  rules  of  nature,  v\hi*.ii 
made  an  heathen  ittiilojbpher  cry  out,  *  'I'hat  either  th« 

♦  Irame  of  nature   was  tiiflliivin<^,  or   ihi   G*.>J  of  n:i* 

*  ture  iuffcring.*  And  what  Ihull  we  th>»t  profvii's  to  be. 
Chrillidns  fay  to  thefe  tilings  ?,  u  hat  Ihill  ve  that  arc 
finners  fay  con  erning  that  libominabl^?  evil,  tin,  whirh 
wrought  this  bloody  trn-ztr^ly  ?  It  was  fin,  ar.d  our  fiii 
toc^ ;  f.r  he  was  wcnindeJ  for  ouw.  i.iiqiiiiics  ;  the  Lord 
laid  on  him  the  iniq.iities  ol  us  all,  I'a.  liii.  6.  O!  how 
heavy  did  the  man  ihat  is  (Jod'b  Kcllow  find  tiie.wcigiit 
of  fin  to  bti,  wh'jn  it  prJVcd  him  to  the  ground,  ftr.d 
made  fiini  fweat  great  drop.^of  b!(?o(l  !  when  the  fwoid 
of  wrath,  which  he  fullaincd  in  our  room,  was  abovtt 
Lis  he5»d. 

2/  Hence  behold  both  the  proodnell^  and  feveriiy  of 
God  :  his  Goodnefs,  in  finding  cut  this  way  of  latisfftC- 
tion  to  his  own  juftice,  ar.d  wounding  his  own  Son^ 
that  finner?,  for  whom  hevvas  Surety,  might  not- be 
wounded  eternally  :  and  the  Severity  and  Juiticc  oi  C/csi^ 
in  exafiiing  fuch  a  full  fatisl'atlion,  that  though  j\il  tli^ 

'  cletl  had  beJen  fatisfying  eternally  in  helh  j.'iitice  hni 
i»a;:*l»een  made  to  fhino  fo  fplendidly  and  glorioiifiy; 
O  if  vPe  could  thir.k  and  fpeak  arichr  of  this  wonder- 
ful myftery  !  O  wonder  .that  wea^e  not  more  afil.£l:*d 
with  it }  that  we»  miferablv)  wretched  finners,  ihould 
have  been  purfued  eternally  by  jufilce,  and  could  do 
Kothing  to  avtri  the  firoak  of  it ;  and  that  fuch  a  great 
?ind  glonious  IV r Ion,  as  the  M-^n,  God's  F-ellow,  ihould 
interpofe  himfelf;  and  Iveceupon  the  Father  fliould 
fpare  the'pot'ir  fvifulenetpies,  and  n>ake  wny  for  theni 
to  efcape,  by  diverting  of  his  }ufti;'e  ffoiu-  pvirfuin;^ 
them,  and  by  making- ix  take  hold  of  the  S^n-of  his  bo- 

;  fom  y  exa^ing  the  dtbt  feverely  from  him  ^  O  wonder 
that  the  Lord  Ihould  pafs  by   tiie  enemies,,  ar/4  fat'.sfjr 

^   himself  upon  his  own  Son  ! 

3.  Hence  behold  the  wondeufnl  concurrence  of  t\  t 
glorious  perfons  of  the  blefi'ed  Trinity,  Fitlier,  Son, 
aQd  Holy  Ghoft,  to  carry  on  the  work  of  our  redem^- 
VvOiU  fp^  J^^^^  is  the  Lord  of  hods,  .3;.uQyx\\^/^^NX\^T^ 
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Son,  and  Holy  GhoH-,  One  God,  efleiUially  confidered, 
profecuting  the  work  of  redemption  ;  and  iaying,  witli 
Tefpeft  to  Cbrilh  the  fecond  Perfoi;!  of  the  Godhead, 
confidered  as  he  bpcame  man  and  Mediator,  "  Awake, 
O  fword,  ags^inll  the  man  that  is  my  Fellow."  Not 
that  God  the  Father  delighted  in  the  fuff-ring,  as  fqch, 
6f  bis  innoQ^nt  Son  ;  for,  <'  He  afflifts  not  willingly, 
^ven  the  children  of  men  :"  but  confidering  the  end  and 
the  effe^a  that  vvas  to  follow,  the  feed  that  he  fhould  bcr 
get  to  eternal  life,  a;id  thj?  captives  whom  he  was  to 
redeem  ;  in  this  fefpefl,  *^  It  pleafed  the  Lord  to  braif§,  ^ 
him  ;"  when  he  might-  have  I'ufFcred  all  mankind  to  ly 
ftill  in  their  forlorn  conditipn,  it  pleai'cd  him  to  giy^ 
his  life  a  ratifprn  for  many,  H^re  the  whole  Trinity  i^ 
in  concert,  each  perfon  to  perform  his  own  part;  where- 
in all  the  bright  perfeflion^of  the  divine  nature  do  glo- 
rioufly  co'nfpire^  Q  J  how  does  God  commend  his 
love  tQ  us,  In  that  whilft  we  were  yet  finners,  Chrift 
died  for  us  ?  Rom,  v,,  8.  And,  O  how  he  loved  us, 
who  waih^d  us  from  our  fi^is  in  his  own  blood  ?  ^lev. 
i.  5.     Again, 

.  4.  Behold  herein  the  Holy  Sovereignty  cf  God,  that 
over^rules  all  the  aftions  of  men,  even  thefe  wh^r^ip. 
they  have  a  raoft  fenfible  hand,  and  are  moft  inescufaj- 
ble,  Though  Judas  that  betrayed,  Pilate  that  condemn 
ned,  the  innocent  Son  of  God,  afte^  n.pil  finfvlly  ;  yet 
the  Lord  himfelf  had  an  a£tive  overrrulipg  hand  iu  car- 
rying on  his  own  defigns.  What  Judas  and  Pilate  di^^, 
was  not  by  guefs,  but  juft  the  execution  of  Gpd^s  a^^ 
tient  decree  i  how  pure  and  fpotlefs  is  God  in  venting 
$nd  manifefling  his  grace,  holinefs,  aind  jullice,  wh^iii 
i^ien  are  venting  their  corruption,  impiety,  and  injuf- 
tice!  Here  is  a  principal  diamond  in  Jehovah's  crpwn,, 
that  he  is  able,  not  only  to  govern  all  the  natural  feconi^ 
caufes  that  are  in  the  world,  in  their  fevers^l;  cpurfe? 
and  action;^,  and  order  thern  to  his  own  glory;  hutevea 
devils,  wicked  men,  and  hypocrites,  their  moft  corrupt 
and  abominable  aftions,  and  make  them  invariably  fub- 
fervient  to  the  promoting  of  his  own  holy  ends  and  pur- 
j)ofes,  and  yet  be  free  of  their  fin:  for  which  they 
^^JJ  cQifQt  to  hlif^  {  and  a&  \\  ^^z^  iiq  ^:^cuCe  to  th« 
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crucifiers  of  the  Son  of  Cod,  that  they  did  vhat  before 
Mas  decreed  of  God  :  fo  it  fii;ill  be  no  excufe  to  anv 
man  in  a  finful  courfe,  that  God  has  a  hand  in  every 
thing  that  really  comes  to  pais,  who  yet  is  jiill  and  holy 
in  all.  This  may  alfo  ftay  our  hearts,  when  the  dcyil 
and  his  inftruments  are,  as  it  were,  running  mad,  th^t 
ihey  can  do  no  more  thai;  what  God  permits  ;  nay, 
foTpe  waycommllTionat^js  thein  to  do:  no  fword  of  ipefn, 
Qr  devils,  c:;n  do  any  e;2;ccution,  unlefs  God  fays,  ^  ^\- 
\yake,  O  fword." 

5^  In  this  text  and  dccl:  ire  we  ir.ay  fee  and  behold, 
what  a  glor.oiifly  well  qual.ficd  Redeemer  we  have;  he 
is  Grod's  Shepherd,  the  man  his  Fellow  :  behold  what 
imerptt  he  has  in  God  !  and  that  both  by  nature,  be'mfr 
God's  Fellow;  and  by  covenant,  l>eing  God's  Shepherd: 
behold  wh^t  intercil  he  has  in  us  ;  and  that  alfo  both 
\)y  nature,  being  man ;  and  by  covenant,  by  virtue  of 
the  covenant  of  grace,  being  our  Shepherd  by  God's 
appointmept  and  contUtution.  O  how  fit  is  he,  who  ia 
tb^  eiFential  Wifdpm  pf  the  Father,  to  reveal  the  coun- 
sel of  Gocl*s  love  from  eternity  !  How  fit  is  he,  who  is 
.  the  middle  perfon  of  the  Godhead,  to  be  the  Mediator 
and  Midfman  !  H[ow  fit  is  he,  who  is  the  eternal  Son  of 
God,  to  bring  many  fons  and  daughters  to  gfcry !  The 
eternal  Word  that  tnade  the  world,  alfo  to  redeem  the 
vorldl  Hovv  fit,  as  Godrman;  being  man,  to  pay  man's 
^^bt ;  as  God,  tP  give  it  a  value  :  man,  to  deal  wiih 
man  ;  and  God,  to  deal  with  God !  What  an  able  Sa* 
vionr  muft  he  be,  who  is  God's  Fellow  !  able  to  fave 
to  the  ultermoft  ?  Help  is  laid  upon  one  that  is  i;nighl,y 
indeed  !  What  a  willing  Saviour  muft  he  be^  v^bo  is 
God's  FdiQw  I  He'Qould  not  have  been  forced  to  fuffer, 
nor  dragged  to  the  vycrkj  if  he  had  not  l>een  willing  : 
nay,  witfc  chearful  willingnefs  he  flewj  as  it  were,  upon 
the  point  of  th^  fword  ;  •>  Lo,  I  come."  What  a  fuf- 
ficient  ranfom  has  he  given,  Ance  be  is^God's  Fellow  ! 
O  th?9  pric^  of  redemption  (?apnot  be  over-valuedt  1 
What  a  wel.Vfumifl^^d  Saviour  is  he,  to  give  life  to 
whom  he  wilh  Oqd's  Fellow,  the  party  offender!,,  dy- 
ing to  conciliate  fri^ndjhip  \yith  the  party  offending!  O 
what  a  ^i^  is  Qjri/f,  when  Qgd  fo  loved  v\\^  vjoxV^^  -^^ 
fg  give  his  oply  bt- gotten  Son ;  his  'Ft\\o\v>  Va^^Q^^''- 
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It  IS  more  than  heaven,  and  earth,  and  the  whole  dpi- 
"vcrfer  O  how  lure  and  permanent  muit  this  redemptiori 
l>e,  that  is  managed- by  the  Lord  ol'  holls,  and- his  Fel- 
low !  What  a  fure  and  fweet  way  to  the  Father,  is  the 
Man  Chrift,  fmce  he  is  Qod*3  FeHo\\  !  Think  not  ftrange 
that  he  was  able  to  triumph  ovef  all  enemies,  to  outwit 
the  old  Serpent,  to  rife  ajitin  from  the' grave,  to  con- 
quer hell,  and  purchafe  heaven;  for  the  man  was  God^s 
Follow..  How  liighly  is  our  nature  advanced  in  Chrifl! 
though  not  changed  into  the  divine,  yet  perfcnally  unit- 
e^  thereto  :  Chriil  has  not  loft  his  dignity,  by  becoming 
man  ;  he  is  the  man  God's  Fellow.  O  what  a  well- 
qualified  and  glorious  Redeemer  is  he  !  qualified  by  the 
Lord  of  holls  himfelf,  who  had  made  him  his  Shepherd, 
who  is  Our  Shepherd  {  "  The  Lord  is  my  Shepherd,*' 
fays  the  Ixiliever ;  and  he  is  Mv  Shepherd,  fays  Jkho-i 
VAH,  though  in  diiFerenl  re'pefts  i  I  have  made  hiai 
the  Shepherd  of  my  (lieep.  O  if  God*s  Shepherd  be 
your  Shepherd,  poor  foul;  if  "your  heart  be  pJeafed  with 
the  choice  that  he  has  made  of  a.Sheph'erd  j  and;  God*s 
clecl  be  your  eleQ:,  God's  choice  your  choice^  happy, 
thrice  happy  were  it  for  you,  that  ever  you  was  born^ 
O  that  a  tlock  of  llieep  were  gathered  to  him  to-day  ! 

6.  We  may  heilce  fee  the  terrible  Rate  of  unbelievers, 
and  Chriftlefs  fmners,  on  the  one  hand  ;  and  the  com- 
fortable Rate  of  believers,  on  the  other. 

(i.)  On  the  one  hand,  I  fay,  v/e  may  he?e  fee  (lie 
dreadful  Hate  of  unbelievers,  and  the  damning  nature  of 
^unbelief.  The  fwcrd  cf  divine  j^uilice,  the  fword  of  God's 
wrath,  is  hanging  over  the  head  of  all  ihofe  who  come 
not  under  the  cover  of  the  blood  of  Chrift,  that  was  flied 
by  this  awful  fword.  It  is  a  lofty,  but  a  terrible  word, 
you  have  in  Deut.  xxxii.  40,  41.  ••*  I  lift  up  ray  hand 
10  heaven  and  fay^  I  live  for  ever}  if  I  whet  rr^y  J^Utter- 
ing  fword,  and  my  hand  take  hold  on  judgment,  I  will 
render  vengeance  to  mine  enemies,  and  a  reward  to  thera 
that  hate  me;  I  will  make  mine  rarrovvs  drunk  with 
blood.**"  The  fword  of  God's  vengeance  muft  be  drunk 
cither  with  the  blood  of  the  finner,  or  the  blocdof  the 
Surety;' ig  the  finner's  room.  Now,  they  whOj  thtough 
U/^U^IIefj  dcrpilc  and  reieQ.  Ghnil^  \.\vc  ta^cu^c^  \o  \ufticev 


itikM.  t  AOM^^T  COD'S  FKIXOTAT.  75 

"which  Go.I  has  provided,  they  miifi:  themfclves  be  a  fa-  » 
crifice  thereto  :  fee  how  feaifuily  t!)is  is  fet  forth,  Hch. 
X,  27,28,29.31.  **  If  we  fin  uilfiilly,  rJlcr  we  have 
received  the  kno\vled).^e  of  the  truth;"  tl.at  is  to  lay,  if 
we  wilfully  am^  fitiaily  rjjctt  Cliriil;  if  wc  ;ivc  and  die 
in  unbelief,  rtfufins  the  rcnrjdy  that  Gcvi  hns  provided, 
fiotwirhriandinc^  it  is  mnde-  I-nov  n  to  us  in  the  glorious 
gofpd,  th^-e  is  no  renedy  f)r  ug  but  p.:rilhirp;  ''  There 
remains  no  more  facrifice  for  fin,  l^'it  a  fcrtrful  Ipokirg 
for  of  jiKKi^mer.t,  and  fiery  i,idij;n.ition,  which  firdl  de- 
vour the  adv'jrfaTics."  O  fir.nL»r,  there  is  not  a  day  you 
hear  fermon,  arid  hear  .Chrill  oSlrcd,  but  if  you  llighc 
him,  you  go  away  with  a  now  load  of -'-uilr ;  hence  the 
hell  o!"  profelfors  fhall  be  the  great-fi  and  hoieft  places 
in  hell :  the  like  of  Goraztn  and  Ijethfaida,  the  like  of 
Dunfermline,  and  the  places  about,  wliere  Chrill  is 
preached,  Ihall  go  to  the  center  of  hell,  wh.en  others  fhall 
not  have  fd  hot  a  hell.  Tijis  fu\  of  unbelief  is  worfe  than 
the  murdering  Chriil ;  for  they  l:ncw  not  that  he  was 
the  Lord  of  glory :  but  tliis  fiii  wilTully  rejcfts  him,  while 
you  know  he  is  the  Lord  of  ,c:lory.  The  fm  of  unbelief, 
what  a  dreadful  thing  is  it  1  The  man  makes  God  moll 
true,  a  liar,  liKe  the  devil !  and  rcfufcs  to  let  God  have 
the  honour  of  a  full  fatisfaftion  to  juflice  ;  will  not  let 
God  get.fatisfaclion  for  all  his  finf5,  as  he  might  have 
in  the  facrlfice  of  his  Son.  O  unbelief,  unbelief!  for  a 
man  to  have  continued  all  his.  days,  frcm  his  infancy, 
under  the  drop  of  the  word  and  calls  of  the  Spirit  and 
the  Bride,  faying,  Come,  come  to  Chrrft,  and  yet  the 
man  lives  and  dies  nevcjr  hearkening. 

(2.)  On  the  other  hand,  here  we  may  fee  the  comforts 
able  llate  of  believers  in  C4hrift,  and  the  faving  nature  of 
true  juftifying  faith.  The  believer  cannot  but  be  fafe 
and  happy  ;  for  the  flroak  of  the  fword  of  jullice  has 
fallen  by  him,  and  has  lighted  ,upbn  his  Surety,  his 
Shepherd  :  the  death  of  the  Shepherd  is  the  life  of  the 
ilieep.  Though  the  fheep  may  be  fcattered,  acd  fear- 
red  with  fatherly  chaftiferaents ;  yet  the  Shepherd  being 
fmitten  with  the  fword  of  vindidlive  jultice,  no  ftroak  erf  • 
judicial  wrath  fhall  ever  fall  upon  them  :  for  Chrift  has 
\>orne  their  gdcfs,  and  carried  their  lorvow^^  ^u^\>n  V\%  . 
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ftripes  they   are   belled :  and   all  that  look  to  hitn  by 
faith  lUall  be  healed,  and  laved  in  like  mannen     Tha 
object  of  juftifying  faiih  is  the  man  God's  Fellow^  fal- 
ling a  facrifice  to  the  Iwprd  of  divine  jufticCt     Though 
you  fliould  believe  all  the  Bible,  thq  wh^le  divine  reve- 
lation, except  'this  point,  Chrill  fet  forth  to  be  a  pro- 
pitiation inibk)od,  you  have  no  jiiftifyin^;  faith;  the  doc- 
trine of  the  blood  of  God,  of  a  qrucified  Ghrift,  this 
only  is  the  healing  balfara   to  the  Woeding  wounds   of 
tiie  finner,  that  has  any  fcnfe  of  fin,  or  fear  of  wrath. 
Talk  of  the  law  to  fuch  a  man,  it  is  juft  as  if  you  (hould 
bring  a  murderer  to  fee  the   ghoft  of  the   man   he  had 
killed  :  Q,  fays  be,  that  is  the  law  that  I  have  broken^ 
^nd  fo  he  is  racked  and  tormented,  left  the   fvVQrd  of 
wraifa  avenge  the  quarrel  of  the  broken  law  upon  him  \ 
•but  let  him  lee  a  Chrift  dying  pn  a  crofs,  with  the  fword 
of  wrath  running  through  his  heart,  a  Chriil  lianging 
between  heaven  and  earth  in  his  room,  and  all  the  debi 
of  the  eleft  upon  his  (houlders,   here  is  a  full  cordial  to. 
a. fainting  foul ;  here   is  the  a6t  of  jiiftilying  faith,  the 
beholding  of  this  facrifice,  and  acquiefcing  in  it  as  tha 
price  of  redemption  ;  relying  on  the  precious  blood  that 
was  drawn  by  that  awful  fword,  and  laying  the  ftrefs  of 
Our  falvaticm  upon   it :  that  is  a   laying  ftrefs   where 
God  laid  it,  a  coming  under  the  covert  of  the  blood  of 
the  man  th^t  is  God*s  Fellow^  as  a  fcreen  fKom  the  law 
and  juiiice.  Here  is  a  noble  foundation  for  faith  •,  we  may 
even  dare  to  approach  a  provoked  God,  an  angry  DeU 
ty,  the  God  who.  is  a  confuming  fir^,  and  a  flaming 
fword;  why,  here   is  b!oad>  worthy  blood,   to  quench 
the  fire ;  the  man  that  is  GJod's  Fellow  bleeding  and  dyr 
ing  in  our  nzvture,     We  may  well  fay   with  Luther,. 

*  Lord,  keep  me  from  a  mere  God,  an  abfolute  God  ; 

*  a  God  Tkot  in  Chrift,  not  reconciled  by  the  death  of 

*  Chrift.*  Bqt  ^re  is  the  atonement  and  propitiation ;  and 
therefore  faith  may  come  baldly  to  the  throne  of  grace. 

7.  Hence  alfo  we  may  fee  the  malignity  of  an  Antichrit. 

tian  fpirit;   not  only  that  of  Paprfts,  who  bring  in  their 

--works  of  nuerit  upon  the  fiield  of  juftifioation  before  GodI, 

«s  if  any  thing  Qould  pleaCe.  a  dreadful  God,  befidcs 

fijrcr  ^/c>pgf  g{  ills,  ^ellov  ;  but  al£o^.  ^V  o\]b^v^  tivat  aire- 
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enemies  to  the  crofs  bf  Chrift ;  enemies  to  the  glorious 

gofpel  of  a  cruciSed  Chiiil. Here  the  Socinian  Ipirit 

is  condemned  as  Antichridian,  who  iay,  *  That  God  was 

•  never  alienate  from   man  ;  and  that  God,  out  of  his 

•  mere  bounty,  wit.iout   any   iiuerveening   fatisfattion, 

•  pardons  fin:'  But  if  fo,  why  would  ever  there  be  luvh 
a  found  as,  *'  Awake,  O  fword,  agaihll  the  man  that  is 
lily  Fellow  ?"  Why  would  there  have  been  an  atonement^ 
if  it  was  not  to  avert  the  wrath  revea  led  from  heavea 
againll  all  the  ungodlinefs  and  unri^';h:coiifnels  of  men  ? 
Ill  vain  did  the  fword  awake  and  fmite  the  Slicpherd,  if 
without  fhedding  of  .blood  there  was  remiffion. — Here 
alfo,  the  Libertine,  and  Latiiudlnarian  fpirit  is  condem- 
ned. O!  what  ignorant  fottifh  fools  are  they,  who  make 
a  mock  at  fin,  which  being  imputed  to  the  Lord  Je'uSy 
i^ade  him  fweat  and  bleed  in  the  anguidl  of  lus  foul!  O 
what  madnefs  are  they  guilty  of,  who  prefer  the  fatis* 
fadViOn  of  their  brutiih  lufis,  to  the  falvation  of  their  pre- 
cious fools,  the  redemption  whereof  is  fo  precious,' that 
it  ceafeth  for  ever,  unlefs  the  blood  of  God  be  fliedfor 
it ! — Here  alio  the  Arminian  fpirit  is  ^condemned,  and 
every  Legal  fpirit,  under  whatfoever  denomination, 
who  make  faith,  or  any  adl  or  part  of  it,  or  any  thing 
elfe  whatfoever,  befides  the  blood  of  Chrid,  to  be  our 
righteoufnefs  before  God  i  fuch  doclrine  darkens  grace, 
iftcfoaches  upon  the  prerogative  of  the  I^rd  our  righlc- 
oufnefs,  and  is  contrary  to  the  very  nature  df  faith,  which 
is  a  paffing  from,  and  difclaiming  all  other  foundations^ 
and  a  running  to;  and  pleading  upon  the  blood  of  Chrift^ 
iKed  by  the  awakened  fword  of  juliice.  The  doftrine 
of  our  text  expofes  the  malignity  of  a  legal  fpirit,  \ihich 
is  fo  natural  to  men,  and  rages  fo  much  at  this  day ;  a9. 
if  men,  by  their  terms  and  conditions  on  their  part, 
could  pacify  a  God  of  terrible  majcfty,  whom"  yet  no- 
thirvg  will  appeafe,  bpt  the  blood  of  the^man  that  is  his 
Fellow  :  furely  they  know  not  the  perfeQion  of  Goer* 
holinefs,  the  terror  of  his  jufiice,  the  fevcriiy-  of  bisf 
tribunal,  the  fpirituality  and  extent  of  hi^  law,  nor  yet 
their  own  corniption,  weaknefs,  and  wickednefs  by  na^ 
tare,  vvho  will  dare  to  m-ake  any  thing  the  grourid  and. 
cofidnJo/2  oicbeir  aoceptaiiGC  with  G^dy  bwx.  t\it^o\usi;\ 


and  dying)  the  blood  and  righteoilfnefa  of  Ghrift.    Some 
make  f.iith,  others  rcptjntance  aa'd  ue\V  obedience,  the 
llriit  and  proper  condiiion  ol'  the  new  covenant  j  but*  if* 
we    will  not  *(h:it  -our  eyes>  we  may.  ice  thai. Chriit's 
obedience,  fufF^ring  ^ad  laiisfafilion,  is  the  only  proper 
and-  llriil,  To  called,   condition   thereof:    the  .parties  of 
the   Covenant  of  grace^   are   Gjd.  and  Chrilt ;    Chrlft 
anfwering  ibr  all  the  elect  therein  :  now,  the  conclitioa 
of  the  covenant  mail  'oe  a  condiiion  perfgrmable  and  ful- 
fiiied   by   one   of  the   parlies,  to   wit,  Chriil ;.  and  tiie 
condiiion.  iSi'Thiit  hej  in  .his   obedience  to  the  deathi 
become  a  facrifice   to   the   fword. of  divine  jaflice  ;  and 
i-;)on   this   condition   all   fpiritual.  ai-!d.e:'jrnarbL(riaj;s 
are  proiiiifed   to  theel;:ct;    faiths,  repentaiice,  and   all 
good  are  proml/cd   upon   this   ground;  for,  fays  God, . 
upon  his  making  his  foul  an  o^i:niyg;  for  fm,  *'  He  fliail 
fee  his  feed  :'*  they  fluU  get  the  gOv^d  things  proraifed} 
faith;  love,  knovvledgej  fear,  and  ubvdlence,  whiclr  aire 
all  the  fruits  of  this  grand   condiiion  of  the   covenant  J 
faith  is  indeed  of  abfolure  neceflity,  and  tlie  only  rneans 
w.hereby  we. come  to.be  jallifijJ  ;  *'  It  is  by  faith,  that  it 
in3?y  bj  by  grace;"  that  is, , faith  renounces  it.''elf,'and.  all 
o' her  graces  and  good  things,  In  point  of^icccptance  wiili. 
God,  and  looks  for  it  only  in  the  rlghteou  nels  of  Chrift, 
which  alone  covers  ouf  iniquities,  and  makes  us  to  bti 

.accepted  of  God :  Not  by  works  of  righieoufnefs  that  we 
do,  nor  by-  faith  as  a  work,  or  as  the  fulfilling  of  a  con- 
dition, upon  which,  being  performed  by  us,  or  wrought 
of  God  in  us^  we  may  plead  for  God's  making  out  his. 
part  of  the  covenant ;  O  no;  pur  duly  plea  before  God 
is  this  objedloE faith;-  the  bloody  facrifice,  made  by  the 
fvvord  of  juftice,  upon  the  man  that  is  God's  Fellow; 
even  that  our  Lord  Jefus  haa  paid  our  debt,  by  fulfillin^j- 
the  law  in  our  room,  and  fatisfying .  for  the?  ^breaches 
thereof.  As  faith  is  neceffary,  feeing  without  faiih  it  is' 
inlpoflible-  to  pleafe  God  ;  fo  is  repentance  neceffary^ 
**  For,  except  we  repent,  we  iliall  all  likewife  periflii" 
hoHnefs  is  neceflary , ''  For,  without  holin^fs  qo  mao  /hall 
fee  God  :'*  they  are  necelfiry  as  qualities  of  the -covenanted 
purchafed  and  promifed  bleffiigs  pf  the- covenant.    None 

MClujlIy  Jn  ^Uw  covenant;  ave  without  the^  ;,  aa4  fo,  all 
■  ^   '  ...  \\xA 
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that  are  without  them  will  pcrifli  and  die  in  their  fins: 
but  let  Our  fouls  deteft  the  briiii{in^  in  iiicfe,  or  any 
thing  elie,  in  conjunL^ion  widi  Chrift,  and  his  biooj 
and  rightcouinels*,  lo  as  thereupon  to  look  Tor  any  be- 
nefit, fuvour,  or  ajcepiancc  with  GoJ  ;  but  lel  us  look 
f  jr  all  ho  iaefs,  as  well  as  happincfs,  only  in  and  thro* 
jc  u  .  ChVill,  a"d  upon  the  accojnt  i>f  his  giving  him- 
leif  a  fajrlfice  to  the  awaktrned  fvvord  of  iuflicc.  And 
fo  I  come  to  the 

.  8.  And  lad  inference,  that  I  name  at  the  ihne,  name* 
ly,  lience  we  may  fee»  AVhat  is  th.e  great  duty  of  all 
who^hear  this  gofpel,,  namely,  to  enibrace  the  min  thi;t 
is  God's  Fellow,  to  flock  in  to  this  Shepherd,  and  come 
to  him  as  the  facrifi.e  and  propiration  in  his  bloovl,  in 
whom  the  fword  of  divine  juliice  has  got  fatisfaclion.  • 
L'Jt  me  then  exhort  you,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  to 
this  duty,  before  I  clofe.  I  may*  afterwards  fpeak  to 
dlHerent  forts  of  perfons,  and  I  may  afterwards  tell  you 
whom  I  call  to  the  com.nuuion-lable,  but  at  prclent 
I  am  calling  you  all  to  come  to  Ciirill.  If  you  think 
of  communicating,  in  God's  name.  Hand  aback  Ironi^ 
his  table,  if  }ou  will  not  come  to  hi?  Chrlil;  and  whe- 
ther you  be  thinking  of  communicating  or  net,  man, 
woman,  young  or  old,  that  hear  mc,  1  charge  you,  in 
JunovAU's  n^ime,  to  hear  the  word  of  Talvation,  anJ 
apply  it  particularly  to  your  own  foiiis^  whoever  you 
bj.  Is  it  fo,  that  the  fu^ord  of  the  Lord  of  hofts  is 
bathed  in  the  blood  of  the  Siiepucrd,  the  man  that  is 
God's  Fellow,  then,  as  you  would  not  fall  a  facrifice 
tp  this  fword  of  G  >d's  wrath  for  ever,  O  clofe  with 
the  man  that  is  God's-Fellow,  as  he  that  fell  a  facrifice 
to  this  fword  in  your  room.  Have  you  no  opprehenii- 
on  of  the  wrath  of  God,  and  of  your  dreadful  conditi- 
on by  nature,  wherein  you  are  lying  bound' to  be  a  fa-, 
orifice  to  the  wrath  of  Gjd,  the  Lord's  hand  beiag 
firetched  out  to  lay,  on  tue  ftroak,  and  the  wrath  of 
God  abiding  on  you,  Irable  to  the  law's  fcntence,  which 
is  the  c.urfe  of  God,  and  the  vengeance  of  his  avvaken- 
ed  fword,  until  once  yon  get  the  man  that  is  God's 
Fellow  put  in  your  room  ?  ,  All  -hat  the  gofpel  aims  at 
is  this,  that  you  would,  feck  to  chai:\gji^  x^ox?.^  ^ v^. 
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Ghnd :  guilty  linners,  here  is  the  way  to  get  your  debt  . 
paid,  your  Judire  pleafed,  juftice  fatlsfied^  God  atoned^ 
iin  expiated,   and   everladia.^  peslcer  and  reconciliatioa 
bcitween  God  and  you  made  up.     Tlie  f\\^ord  of  the 
Lord  of .  holls   is    hanging  over    your  heads,    crying^   "  ' 
Vt^ngeance,  vengeance  upon  the  guilty^  fmnet* :    This  is 
the  fad  and  certain  tidings  of  the  lav^,  ''  Garfed  is  every 
one  that  contiilueth  not  in  all  things,  written  ill  the  book 
of  the  law  to  do  the'm."     But  .behdld  the   mart  that  is 
God's  Shep'ierd  artd'Fellow  ;   the  curfe  of  ihc  law,  the 
vengeance  of  God,   the  fwprd  of  jEiic^VArt,   has  lighted 
upon  him  that  it  might  not  fall  upon  you  :   there  is  the 
giad  news  and  good  tidings  of  the  gofpel.     Is  there  Hot 
here   a  fuiiable  ohjeft,  and   a  fuffecient   foundation   of 
faith,  that  Ghrill  is  let  forth  of  God  to  be  a  propitiation 
through  faith  in  his  blood,  to  declare   the  righteoufnefs 
of  G^d,  thit  he  might  b^  jail,  and  the  jaftifier  of  theni 
that   brieve  •  in  Jefus  ?— Now,   unwdrthy,   wretched^ 
guilty,   filthy,  bloody  fmner,   vvill  you  take  a  worthy 
mitch  ;   the  trtarr  that  is  God-^'s  I*ellaw  ?  *'  Will  you  go 
wlih  this  nlan  ?''     Will  you  take  hinl  in   his  garments 
.    rolled  in  his  o^vVn  blood,  when  the  fword  of  juftice  did 
awake  agaihfl  him  and  fmotb  him  td  death  ?    The  great 
God.  of  holls.  was  in   fad   earneft,   when  he  gave  his 
Shepherd,   his  glorious  Fellow,  the  bloody  Hdw  ;   and 
now  he  is  in  earneft  in  his  call,   fwearing,  by  a  folemn 
oath,  "  As  he  lives,  that  he  takes  no  delight  in   the 
V    death  of  fin ners  ;"    and  declaring,  by  his  drawing  forth 
the  heart-blood  of  the  man  that  is  his  Fellow,  that  he  is 
willing  to  fave  you   upon  the  account  of  this  facrifiie,    ' 
that  his  juftice  h^s  got :  only  Welcome  the  nevirs  as  a 
fiithful  faying,   and  worthy  of  all  acceptation  i'and  put 
in  for  a  fhare  of  the  benefits  of  this  facrifice^   for  it  is 
the  beft,  and  the  lad,  that  ever  you  will  hear  of^,  alnd  if 
it  be  flighted,  "  There  remains  no  more  facrifice  for  fin.'* 
As  the  eternal  God  is  willing,  fd  his  eternal  Son  is  both" 
able  and  willing  to  fave  you ;  and  if  he  had  not  been  fo, 
he  would  never  have   fuflained  the   ftroak  of  avenging 
juftice  in  the  room  of  finners,  who  is  that  good  Shepherd' 
that  laid  down  Iris  life  for  the  flieep.    When  he  was  fmrt-. 
tti7,  by  [he  /ii'ord- of  juftice,  he  wWWxv^ly  \3ittdmook  and 
miderw^at  it ;  hQ  lunged  for  the  bloody  Xj^^u^vtv,  ^tA 
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was  ftraitened  till  it  was  accomplifhed.  When  he  wzs 
fraitten  by  the  hands  of  men,  *'  He  hid  not  his  <ace  uom 
fhame  and  fpltting,  but  was  led  like  a  Iamb  to  the  llaugh- 
ter,  and  as  a  l]i;.*ep  before  her  Ihearcrs  is  dumb,  fo  he 
opened  not  his  mouth  :"  He  never  quarrelled  or  com- 
plained becaufe  it.  was  fof  our  caufe.  Would  he  not 
quarrel  with  thcfe  that  fmote  him  ?  and  will  he  quarrel 
with  a  poor  finner  that  defires  to  come  to  him,  ainl  to 
plead  the  benefit  of  his  fatisfadion?  No,  no;  he  will  rell 
in  his  love,  Zeph.  iii.  17.;  .or,  as  the  word  fignifics^ 
*'He  will  be  filent,  or  dumb  in  his  love  ;'  he  will  not 
upbraid  you  for  your  fallsj  nor  quarrel  you  for  your 
former  mifdemeanours  :  he  will  be  more  Content  with 
your  recovet-y,  than  eVer  he  was  difcontent  with  your 
apollacy  :  he  will  be  more  pleafed  with  your  coming  to 
him,  than  ever  he  was  difpleafed  with  your  fiiis,  and 
departures  againfl:  him.  Come  then,  by  the  love  and  good- 
will of  God  in  Chrift,  by  the  blood  and  bowels  of  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  I  adjure  and  intreat  you  not  to  ex« 
elude  yourfelves,  by  unbelief,  from  all  the  benefits  o^ 
this  facrifice^  that  Chrill:  offered  of  himfelf  to  the  fword 
of  divine  wrath,  but  accept  of  this  propitiation,  and 
lay  your  poor  guilty  fouls  un^er  the  covert  of  the  blood 
of  this  mah  that  is  God's  I'ellow  i  behold  !  God  brings 
near  this  blood  of  Jefus  to  you,  even  to  you,  that  arc  . 
the  moft  hardened  fmners  in  all  this  houfe  :  Ifa.  xlvii 
12,13;  "  Hearken  tinto  mcj  ye  ftout-hearted  and  faif 
from  righteoufnefs;  behold,  I  bring  near  my  righteouf- 
nefs."  Chrift  and  his  blood  and  righteoufnefs^is  ib  near  to 
you,  th^t  you  may  lay  hold  on  hitn,  and  touch  the  hem  of 
his  garments,  and  be  whole*  In  the  name  of  God,  I 
proclaim  the  accefs  that  you  have  all  to  come  to  Chrift*  . 
and  to  look  unto,  and  depend  upoii  him  for  falvation  ; 
*'  Look  unto  hini,  all  ye  ends  of  the  earth,  and  be  ye 
faved,"  J  am  warranted  to  preach  this  gofpel  to  every 
creature :  there  is  no  rational  creature  within  thefe  wallsj 
that  ftand  in  need  of  falvation,  but  ydu  haveit,  unlefs 
vou  wilfully  rejeft  it;  '*  Whofoever  will,  let  him  come.'* 
\Vill  you  tell  mie,  dare  you  fay  but  you  ftand  in  need  of 
Chrift  to  come  in  b^ween  you  and  the  fword  of  the 
Lord  of  hofts  ?  Is  the  fword,  the  awakeivtd  l>wox^  tS. 
V0L.L  f  Oo^> 
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God's  wrath  and  vengeance  a  light  matter?  are  yoit 
content  to  bear  the  laflics  of  it,  in  your  own  perlbns 
through  all  eternity  ?  IF  not,  then  will  you  be  content 
to  change  roonis  M'ith  Chrifl  ?  content  that  he  be  made 
fm  for  you,  and  that  you  be' made  the  righteoufnefs  of 
0<xi  rtt  him  ?  2  Cor.  v;  21.  Content  that  all  your  fin 
atid  guilt  be  lard  Upon  him,  ^nd  that  all  his  merit*  and 
rlght^ouftiefs  be  imputed  unto  you  ?  ir  you  be  not  pleaf- 
cd  with  this  fwect  bargain,  what  in  ail  the  world  will 
yt)u  do  With  your  fin  and  guilt  ?  Can  you  anlwer  well 
enough  for  It  at  Ood's  tribunal  ?  What  will  you  do  with 
all  your  plaggies  and  maladies  ?  Can  you  heal  them 
yourlelves  ?  Wliat  will  you  do  whh  all  the  ctirfes  and 
threateftings  of  God's  l^w,  when  grim  death  will  fiarc 
you  broad  in  tl>e  face,  atid  when  the  lall  fetch  of  your 
breath  fhall  fummon  you  to  come  and  anfwer  before  the 
jiift  tribunal  of  God  ?  Wnat  will  you  do  with  the  flam- 
ing fword  of  wrath,  that  hangs  above,  hovers  over  your 
head,  and  will  light  upon  you  fearfully,  as  fure  as  God 
lives,  unlefs  you  be  pleafed  with  this  bargain,  that  Cbriil 
bear  all  the  weight  of  your  falvation,  and  all  the  weight 
of  God*s  wrath  for  you  ?  God  feeks  no  mare,  and  he 
feeks  no  lefs  than  this.  You  will  fay,  Vv'ho  would  not 
be  pleafed  with  this  bargain?  A1asf  Are  there  not  imany 
here  that  are  not  pleafed  ?  While  you  think  that  there 
ittuft  be  fome  other  things  to  pleafe  and  appeafe  God? 
may  be  you  think  you  fhauld  have  fome  good,  qualifi- 
cations to  pleaie  him  ;  that  your  hearing,  reading, 
praying,  communicating,  will  pleaie  him ;  your  tears, 
good  motions  and  afflftions  will  pleafe  him:  if  you 
think  fo,  you  do  not  think  honourably  of  God.  Will 
?iny  of  thefe  things  apoeafe  the  awful  Judge,  and  ward  off 
the  avenging  blow,  wheti  he  fays,  *^  Awake,  O  fword  !'^ 
No,  no.  If  you  be  not  pleafed  with  the  man  that  is  God's 
"fellow,  and  him  alone  to  be  your  Surety,  his  blood  alone 
to  be  your  covert  from  the  fword  of  wrath,  God  can- 
not be  pleafed  with  yon,  though  you  fliould  weep  an 
ocean  of  tears,  give  all  that  you  have  to  the  poor,  and 
give  your  body  to  be  burnt ;  you  both  lofe  your  foul 
Rnd  all  your  labour  to  the  bargain.  The  queflion  is, 
Br^^'oa  content  that  Chrift  alonii  e.viCvfC.v  fcr  you?  that 
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fie  alone  (land  between  you  and  the  fword?  If  you  think 
to  put  any  thihg  elfe  along  with  Chrift,  to  (land  be- 
tween you  and  the  fword," it  is  but  a  rotteii  t-ag,  and 
iheflaming  fword  will  burn  through  it,  arid  get  at  you' 
with  its  devouring  vengeance.  Ghrid  alone  then  rauft 
have  the  whole  flrefs  of  your  falvation  liaid  on  him:  are 
you  content  ?  will  you  have  falvation  freelyj  through 
the  blood  of  Jellis  f 

The  glorious  gofpel  is  tiiuch  clouded  at  this  day, 
with  legal  tei"mgj  conditions,  and  qualificatit)ns.  If 
tny  €lo£trirtfe  were  upon  condition  that  you  did  fo  and 
fb  ;  that  you  belieVe,  and  fepentj  and  iftiourn,  and  pray* 
and  obey,  and  the  like,  theii  you  fliall  have  the  favour 
of  God ;  1  dar*e  riot  for  my  life  fiayi  that  that  is  the 
gofpel :  but  the  gofpel  I  defire  to  preach,  Is^  will  you 
have  a  Chrill  to  work  faith,  repentance, '  loVe,  anti 
All  good  in  yoii,  ^hd  to  (land  betweeti  you  atid  the 
fword  of  divine  wrath  ?  Here  there  is  no  room  for  you 
to  objeft,  that  you  are  not  qualified,  becaufe  you  ai«e 
fuch  an  hardened,  tinhumbledi  blind,  and  flupid 
Wretch  ;  for  the  <Jue(li6n  is  not,  will  you  remove  there 
levilSi  and  then  come  to  ChrHl  ?  but^  will  you  have  ^ 
Chrift  to  temo\^e  them  for  you  ?  It  is  becaufe  you  are 
plagued  with  thefe  difeafes  that  I  call  you  to  cotne  to 
the  Phyficiati,  that  he  may  heal  them.  Are  you  qua^ 
lifted  for  hell  ard  damnation?  and  have  you  mlich  rar^i 
chief  and  mifery  about  you  ?  Why^  there  needs  be 
no  better  qualifications  foi*  you  to  cohie  to  Chrift  :  we 
\\*ould  indeed  have  fome  good  qualifications  in  thefe 
whom  we  invite  to  a  communion-table  ;  they  fliould 
be  humbled,  believing,  penitent  people  ;  becaufe  it  is 
J)refbpporcd  that  they  have  come  to  Chrift,  and  received 
iome  gbod  out  of  his  hand  i  but  when  I  call  you  to  come 
to  Chrift,  and  feek  no  good  qualifications  of  you  iat  all, 
pridr  to  your  comihf:  to  him,  but  that  you  come  vvith  all 
your  black  gtnd  hellifli  qualifications,  that  he  may  take 
them  away,  and  put  foiiie  good  qualifications  upon  you  j 
fo  that,  whiatever  bad  thihgs  be  about  you^  it  Ihoiild  ra- 
ther bean  argument  for  your  coming,  than  an  hinderanee 
of  yoUr  coming  to  him;  for  iiever,  never  V\\V^ow  'j^x 
yvur  ills  m^adcd^  till  you  come  to  him  10  d^  V\  lot  ^t>\i^ 

Pa  "^NkV 
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But  neither  is  there  any  room  for  you  here  to'objeft, 
that  your  guilt  is  fo  great,  and  God's '  jullice  is  ib  ter- 
rible, that  you  have  no  hope ;  for  what  am  I  telling  • 
you  all  this  time,  but  that  the  terrible  fword  of  juliice 
is  fatisfied  and  appeafed,  to  tlie  full,  wiih  the  blood 'of 
the  m^in  that  is  God's  Fellow  i  Here  is  the  way  that 

.  God .  himlelf  hath  laid  down  for  getting  fatisfafcion  ; 
and  there  ks  no  other  way  :  though  you  man,  -woman, 
had  the  guilt  of  all  the  world  lying  on  your  back,  all 
that  is  required  of  you  is  jult  this,  to  he  heartily  pleaf- 
ed  and  content  that  God  get  fatisfaftion  for  all  your 
fins  in  this  way  ;  and  if  you  be,  tLe  fword  fhall  be  put 
up  in  the  fca1>bard,  and  never  reach  you :  God  will 
gel  his  jullice  fatisfied  more  glorioufly  this  way  up- 
on yoii^  than  though  he  fnould  damn  you  in  hell  to 
eterniry. 

Come,  come  then,  before  I  clofe ;  away  with  all 
your  objc<aions,  and  let  Gpd  be  glorified,  to  the  high- 
eit,  in  your  embracing  this  way  of  lalvation  to  your 
fouls,  and  this  way  of  fatisfaftion  to  jullice.  Behold! 
once  for  all,  I  make  y6u  the  richeft  offer  that  ever  was 
heard  tell  of;  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  of  hods  I  offer 
you  the  Man  that  is  God's  Fellow,  to  be  a  complete 
Saviour  to  you,  to  Hand  between  you  and  the  fword  of 
divine  wrath,  and  to  be  the  Burden-bearer  for  you  ;  to 
bear  the  weight  of  all  the  curfes'of  the  law,  the  ,u^eight 
of  all  God's  wrath,  the  weight  of  all  your  falyation,for 
you  ;  and  to  do  all  your  work  in  you  and  for  you.  O 
foul,  am  I  not  offering  a  fuitable  and-  worthy  match  to 

'  you  ?  He  is  a  man  indeed,  but  a  wonderful  nran^  the  . 
man  that  is  God'5  Fellow  :  What  fay  you  ?  '*  Will  you 
go  with  this  man  P'  Will  you  match  with  Jthis  Man  ? 
it  is  true,  I  am  unworthy  to  offer  the  like  of  him  ;  for 
the  latchet  of  his  flioe  no  man  nor  angel  is  worthy  to 
vmloofe  ;  but,  as  I  faid,  it  was  in.  the  name  of  the  Lord  of 
hods  that  I  was  making  the  offer:  So  I  tell  you  again,  it 
is  the  great  Jehovah  that  is  offering  his  Son  to  you  this 
day  ;  and  it  becomes  fuch  a  glorious  God  to  make  fuch 
a  glorious  offer  ;  and  it  becomes  no  vile  finner  here  to 
refufe  the  offer;  and  refufe  it  or  chufe  it  you  muft, 

tJjere  is  no  xnids ;  for,  be  wbai  you  vj\V\>  1  «L^alti  offer. 
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in  the  name  of  the  Lord  of  hoRs,  the  Mtn  that  is  his 
Fellow.  Are  you  a  child  of  wrath  ?  1  offer  him  as  a 
Saviour  to  redeem  you,  aod  dcV^v  ■-  x.  ^'v^}  the  wra  h 
to  come.  Are  you  a  [.cor  bpr-.kriyX^  -  offer  him  \\':.o  is 
the  heir  of  all  thin;^3,  and  has  unfcnrclablc  nclies  to  pay 
all  your  debt.  x\r^  you  a  powr  ignorant  creature  ?  I 
offer  you  him  as 'made  o!  God  unto  you  wifdom.  Are 
yqxx  guilty?  I  offer  him  as  mide  unto  yqu  righteoufnefs. 
Are  you  polluted?  I  offer  him  to  you,  as  made  unto 
you  fandification.  Are  you  miferable  and  forlorn?  I 
offcjr  him  10  you,  as  made  of  God  unto  you  coijiplete 
redemption.  Are  you  hard-heart;ed  ?  I  offer  him  in  that 
promife,  *'  I  will  take  away  the  heart  of  Hone."  Are 
you  content  that  htr  break  your  hard  heart,  according 
to  his  pnomile  ?  Gome  then,  put  your  hard  heart  in  his 
hands.  Are  you  a  wreti^ned  backflider,  tliat  hai  back-r 
iliden-  an  hundred  times,  a  thoufand  rimes  more  than 
an  hundred  ?  I  off.'r  him  in  tliat  promi.'e,  *'  I  will  heal 
your  backftidinij^s."  Are  your  corrup.'.ions  ftrong  ancj 
prevalent?  I  off^^r  him  in  that  promife,  ''  I  will  fubdua 
your  iniquities,"  Are  you  pleafed  that  he  dj  fo  :  Are 
you  afraid,  that  you  reVolc  more  and  more?  I  offer  him 
in  that  promife,  *'-I  will  put  my  Spirit  wiihin  you,  and 
Qaufe  you  to  walk  in  my  ilatutes.  I  will  put  my  fear  in. 
your  heart,  and  you  (hall  not  depart  from  me."  Are  you 
gifraid  you* was  never  elected?  Meddle  not  with  that 
fbcret ;  but  according  to  the  revealed  will.of  G*.)d,  I  oifcf 
God's  chief  Ele£t  to  you,  in  whom  his  foul  is  well 
pleafed;  and  if  your  Iveart  go  ia  to  the  offjjr,  an  J  you 
make  him  your  Elect  too,  by  choofmg  him,  then  your 
eleftion  is  fure^  Are  you  afraid  you  have  finned  the  fin 
againft  tlie  Holy  Gliofl  ?  I  tell  you,  that  as  your  fear  of 
that  fays  you  was  ncrcr  guilty  of  it,  fo  I  offer  the  Maa 
that  Is  "God's  Fdiow  ;■  and  if  you  be  content  to  have 
liim,  you  Ihall  never  be  guilty  of  it.  Are  you  full  of 
enmity  againft  God?  I  offer  bira  as  a  Saviour  that  can 
kill  your  enmity  :  Do  you  confent  that  he  do  fo  ?  Are 
you  an  impenitent  creature,  deftitute  of  repentance  ?  I  • 
offer  him  as  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour,  exalted  to  give  re- 
pentance and  remifljLOnof  fin.  Do  you  confent  ?  Haveyoa 
r^QeiY^d  him  formerly  ?  I  cffer  him  auew>  Xlial  ^o\x  \^*^^  ^ 
'  ^3  x^- 
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receive  him  again,  and  take  a  more  large  armful  of  him 
than  ever.  Have,  you  never  received  hi.ni  to  this  Aty  ? 
I  offer  him,  after  all  the  Rights  you  have  given  him,  to 
be  now  received  and  believed  in.  Are  ypu  unable  to 
believe  in  him  ?  have  you  no  pow.er  to  clofe  with  th^ 
oiFer  ?  Why,  I  offer  him  to  you  as  the  Author  of  faith, 
to  work  it  in  you  powerfully.  Do  you  confent  that  he 
put  forth  his  power  for  this  effeQ:  ?  What  fhall  I  fay  I 
Are  you  unwilling  to  believe  ?  Though  that  be  the 
greateft  let  and  impediment  of  all ;  behold,  I  offer  the 
Man  that  is  God's  Fellow,  as  a  Saviour  by  power,  as 
well  as  by  price,  to  work  in  you  both  to  will  and  to  dov 
Are  you  content  that  he  put  forth  his  powter  to  break 
your  enmity,  and  make  you  willing  \  God  knows  it  is 
neither  in  you  to  ivill  nor  do,  and  that  you  have  neither 
will  nor  power  of  your  own  ;  and  faith  lies  not  in  bring-, 
ing  forth  fome  great  things  by  your  o^n  power,  but  in 
employing  the  power  of  God  to  \vork  all  your  wprks  in 
you,  and  for  you.  Behold  then,  the  power  of  God  i^ 
in  your  offer,  while  the  man  that  is  God's  Fellow  is  of- 
fered :  the  ftrength  of  God  is  offered ;  ^*  Let  him  take 
hold  of  my  ftrength,  that  he  may  make  peace  with  me,^ 
and  he  fhall  make  peace  with  me  ;'*  and  feeing  the 
ftrength  of  God  is  offered,  Oh !  give  it  employment, 
faying,  in  your  hearty  O  come,  cqme  powerful  arm  of 
TEuovAn,  and  make  me  go  in  to  his  call.  The  gofpel 
call  and  offer  ufes  to  be  the  channel  pf  s^lmighty  power 
©nd  grace. 

Now,  what  in  all  the  world  have  you  to  o^t^^ 
more  ?  Why,  have  you  fo  many  oh]e£kions  more,  as 
you  think  all  the  miniftef&of  earth  cannot  anfwer  them  J 
I  offer  you  the  uian  ihil  is  God's  Fellow,  to  anfwer 
them  all.:  are  you  content  that  he  t^ke  aU  the  'Work, 
and  get  all  the  glory  ?  If  you  confent  to  this,  he  feck* 
no  more  of , you.  Are  you  a  captive  to  the  fword  of 
God's  juftice  ?  I  offer  you  the  man  that  is  God'-s  FcU 
low,  in  whofe  bowels  the  fword  was  bathed  :  and  rio';;r 
the  flaming  fword  that  guarded  the  way  of  the  tree  of 
life  is  taken  away,  and  here  is  the  tree  of  life  full  of 
the  apples  of  grace,  gloiy,  and  eternal  falvation ;  and 
t/ic  branches  of  the  tr^e  are.hanging  down  among  your 

\\wvds^ 
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bands,  in  the  midll  of*  the  church  of  Dunfermline^.  O 
take,  and  eat,  and  live  for  ever.  What  fay  you  now  ? 
I  ailudtr  to  the  words  of  Jcphihah,  Judges  xi.  9.  '*  If  I 
fight  for  you  and  prevail,  fhall  I  be  your  head  ?'*  O 
yes,  yes,  fay  tliey  :  fo  fays  Chrifl  to  you.  If  I  fatis'fy 
jullice  for  you;  if  I  quench  the  Hamcs  cf  that  fiery  fword, 
and  drown  all  your  enemies  in  the  red-fea  of  my  blood, 
fliall  I  be  your  head  ?  ShaM  he  be  your  head,  man  ?  Shall 
jh^  be  V  our  head,  woman  r  Does  your  hearts  fay, Yes, yes  ? 
Does  your  hearts  fay.  Amen,  amen  ?  Yea,  fay  you,  I 
think  my  heart  fays,  Amen  to  the  bltifcd  offjr,  and  that  I 
would  willingly  and  chearfuUy  confcnt;  but  my  heart  is 
deceitful,  and  I  know  not  if  my  conlent  be  of  a  true  fort, 
or  only  a  temporary  fl:if!i,  a  prefumptuous  confidence 
that  will  evanifl^ :  well,  if  that  be  your  objcdlion,  come, 
1  off^r'  you  the  ms^n  that  is  God's  Fellow,  who  Cfin 
anfwer  that  among  the  reft,  and  can  fay  to  ycur  fouj, 
*'  Fear  not,  for  I  am  thy  God ;  I  am  thy  fah  alien." 
Are  you  content  to  take  him  for  this  end,  to  difcover 
the  defe£t  of  your  faith,  and  to  v/ork  in  you  the  faith 
of  his  ele£l  ?  Can  you.  fay.  That  it  is  not  in  your  faith, 
but  in  Chrift  himfelf,  that  you  are  feeking  falvation  ? 
Can  you  fay,  Whatever  be  wrong  about  me,  or  about 
my  faith,  yet  I  fee  there  is  nothing  wrong  about  Chrift-; 
and  I  would  have  him  to  right  all  that  ia  wrong  about 
,ine  ?  Can  you  fay,  However  I  he  in  the  dark  about  my 
faith,  and  whatever  fort  pf  faith  it  is  that  I  have,  yet 
fpmetimes  I  have  found  my  unbelief,  and  that  I  ctDuld 
•^o  more  believe^  than  I  could  move  the  earth  from  its 
centre ;  but  yet  the  joyful  found  of  gofpel  grace  has 
.touched  my  heart;  and  made  me  tak<?  up  fo  mucii 
-glory  and  excellt^ncy  to  be  in  Chrift;,  that  I  think  all  tlie 
world  nothing,  in  comparifon  of  him  ;  and  I  think  my 
heart's  dcfire  is,  O  tft^have  him  for  my  propliet,  to  talje 
»way  the  darknefs  of  my  mind ;  for  my  prieft,  to  take 
away  the  guilt  of  my  fins ;  and  for  my  king,  to  take 
.aw^ay  the  power  of  my  lafts.  Is  your  heart  faying, '  Glad- 
^  ly  would  I  have  him;  gladly  would  I  have  him,  that 
*  I  may  thus  be  bleffed  in  him,  and  that  his  name  may 
f  be  glorified  in  me  V  Are  thefe  the  breathings  of  your 
feul?.   Then,  upon  my  peril,  I  und^rU^^  \.o  \i^  ^^x^ 

F4  V^^- 
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happy  meffeiiger,  and  tell  you,  in  the  name  of  the.  Lbrd, 
tliat  whatever  you  think  of  your  faith,  and  of  yourfelves, 
9S  the  blacked  monlkrs  of  fin  and  guilt  that  ever  were 
out  of  hell  5"  yet  you  have  the  faith  of  God's  eleft,  and 
you-are  married  ^rtd  matched  with  the  man  that  is  God's 
(Fellow:  yea,  the  Lord  of  hofts  is'your  Father  and  Friend, 
.reconciled  in  him,  fo  as  there  is  no  fear  of  the  fwofd  of 
juftice  with  refpeft  to  you.  You  are  the  fliefep,  and  it 
awaked  in  all  its  fury  and  vengeance  a^ainft  the  Shcpr 
herd^  that,  the  flieep  might  elbape  ;  and  in  tellimony 
-thereof,  he  invites  you  to  commemorate  -this  bloody  far 
orifice  in  the  faqrament  of  tha  fupper,  where  you  fliall 
fee  the  fword  bathed  in  his  heart's  blood  in  your  room^ 
and  hear  the  Lord  of  Hofts  giving  his  folcmn  orders, 
.for  that  effeft,  that  he  might  be  fmitten,  a^d  you  fpared, 
faying,  "  Awake,  O  fword,  againft  my  SJiepherd^  ags^inl^ 
T(he  man  ih^i  is  my  Fellow." 

The  J^ND/of  the  Sermon,  , 

Il^scouRSE  before  the  Service  of 'the  TAiLESf 

NOW,  we  are  to  proceed  to  the  great  work  of  the 
day:  and  that  I  may  accommodate  my  former 
purpofe  to  the  prefent  work,  you  may  remember  the 
doClrine  I  am  upon  is,  *  That  by   fpecial  prders  from 

*  Jehovah,  the  great  God  of -hofts,  the  ms^n  Chrill,  bis 

*  Shepherd  and  Fellow,  did  fall  a  facrifice  to  the  awaken* 

*  ed  fword  of  infinite  juftice,  in  the  room  of  the  fheep/ 

There  are  fome  general  inferences  I  have  drawn  from 
this  doftrine  ;  and  now  there  are  thefe  four  more  par- 
ticular  inferences  may  be  drawn  from  it,  with  a  more 
immediate  reference  and  relation  to  the  gr^at  fi?alingorr 
dinance  we  have  before  us.  '        , 

1.  Hence  we  may  fee  what  ia  the  nature  and  end  of 
thi3  facram'ent. 

2.  Hence  we  may  fee  who  th^y  are  that  ftand  debar- 
red and  excluded  from  meddling  with  thefe  facred  fynir 
bols  of  the  body  and  blood  of  Ghrift. 

3.  Hence  we  may  fee  the  character  of  thefe  who  have 
^  fight  fo  apprqach;^  and  are  luyiled  of  God  to  it. 
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4.  Hence  we  may  fee  in  what  manner  believers  aro 
to  s^pproach,  and  come  to  a  communion  table. 

Now,  a  word  to  each  of  thefe,  and  then  we  fiiall 
proceed  to  the  work. 

1.  Then,  the  doctrine  I  am  upon,  may  give  us  rom0 
infrrht  into  the  nature  and  end  of  this  facrament.  Why, 
it  is  juft  a  celebrating  the  memorial  of  the  death  of  the 
man  that  is  God's  Fellow,  when,  as  the  glorious  Shep* 
herd,  he  yielded  himfelf  a  facrifice  to  the  awakened 
fword  of  judice,  in  the  room  of  the  fheep.  In  ihis  facra^ 
ment,  Chrift  is  fet  forth  evidently  crucified  among  us, 
and  therein  we  may  hear  the  Lord  of  hoils  faying, 
<*  Awake,  O  fword  !  againft  r^y  Sliepherd,  againll  the 
man  that  is  my  Fellow;  fmite  the  Shepherd."  This 
facrament  is  appointed  to  be"  a  commemorative  fign  of 
the  death  of  Chrifl;  *'  As  often  as  you  eat  this  bread, 
^nd  drink  this  cup,  you  Ihew  forth  ihe  Lord's  death  till 
he  come.  Do  this  in  remembrance  of  me ;"  of  me,  who 
became  a  facrifice  to  the  fword  of  ju (lice;  by  wWch  fac- 
rifice all  fpirilual  blelfings,  peace,  pardon,  reconciliaiJon 
with  God,  gra(?e,  glory,  and  all  good  things,  are  pur- 
chafed.  The  fword  of  juftice  having  bathed  itfelf,  to 
fatisfadlion,  in  the  blood  of  this  facrifice,  the  facrament 
of  the  fupper  is  a  feaft  upon  the  facrifice,  2  Cor.  v.  7. 
**  Even  Chrift  our  paflbver  is  facrificed  for  us;  therefore 
let  us  keep  the  feaft.'*  This  is  the  feaft  of  fat  things^ 
^nd  of  wines  on  the  lees  well  refined.  Upon  the  body 
^nd  blood  of  Chrift,  reprefented  by  the  elements  of  bread 
and  wine,  which  is  juft  a  feeding  upon,  and  viewing  by 
faith,  the  value  and  virtue  of  the  iacrifice  for  fatisfyin^ 
God,  for  expiating  fm,  for  vanquilhing  hell,  and  foe 
purchafing  heaven,  and  all  the  means  that  lead  unto  it; 
as  alfoj  for  fealing  the  covenant  of  grace,  and  all  the 
promifes  of  it,  which  are  all  yea  and  amen  In  Jefus  Chrift, 
the  teftament  being  ratified  and  confirmed  by  the  death 
pf  the  Teftator,  Heb.  ix.  16.     But  again, 

2.  Frohi  this  doftrine  we  may  fee  who  they  are  that 
Hand  debi^rred  and  excluded  from  meddling  with  thefe  ' 
facred  fymbols  of  the  body  and  blood  of  Chrift  in  this 
facrament;  namely,  in  general,  all  unbelievers,  who  ne- 
Y?r  having-  ken  their  mcke4  Itate,  as  \\ab\^  \.o  xjc^a  ^oc^^ 
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of  divine  wrath,  becaufe  of  their  fin  and  guilt,  had  not 
fled  under  the  covert  of  the  blood  of  the  Shepherd,  of 
the  blood  of  the  man  that  is  God's  Fellow,  who  was 
fmitten  in  the  room  of  the  fheep.     What  have  thefe  IQ 
do  with  the  fign,   who  never  apprehended  the  thing  fig- 
pified,  natnely,'  the  propitiation  of  the  blood  of  Chrid  ? 
And  therefore,  in  the  great  and  awful  name  and  authority 
of  the  great  ^nd  glorious  Jehcvaii,  I  folemnly  debar  and 
excommunicate,  from  the  table  of  the  Lord,  all  who 
never  found  them'elves  in  any  meafure  purfued  by  the 
jivenger  of  blood,  the  fword  of  the  Lord  of  hofts,  and 
never  h^ve  fled  for  refuge  to  tlie  blood  of  Ghrifl,  the 
man  that  is  God's  Fellow,  to  ftand  between  them  and 
the  avenging  , fword  of  jullice  }  thefe  that  will  not  come 
to  Chrift,   let  them  riot  dare  to  come  to  his  table,  nor 
come  to  ab'jfe  the  fymbols  of  his  blood;  wlio,  by  unbe^ 
lief  trample  his  blood  under  their  feet,  and  will  n6t  make 
life  of  it  as  the  facrifice  to  fatisfy  juftice  in  their  room. 
But,  that  it  may   appear  more  diilindly,   whom  I  here 
debar,   in  th^  name  of  the  Lord,   I  (hall  tell  you»  wI.q 
they  are,  that  never  made  any  faving  ufe  of  the  blood 
cf  Chrift,  the  man  that  is  God's  Fellow,  but  fl'ght  and 
pegledl  this  facr  fice  and  offering  for  fin,  which  he  has 
made  of  himfelf  to  the  fword  of  juftice,  and  fo  ftand  de:^ 
barred  and  excommunicated  from  the  table  of  the  Lord, 
(r.)  All  thefe  who  think  to  malg^  their  peace  with 
God,   without  minding  the  neceifity  of  any  tbii?g  inter- 
veening  between  him  and  them  ;  not  knowing  that  pcac& 
with   God  muft  be  founded  uppn  the  blood  of  the  man 
that  is  his  Fellow.     Some  .are  utterly  carelefe  haw  their 
peace  be  made,  or  whether  it  be  made  or  not,  they  hope^ 
for  it,  and  think  .to  come  at  it,  b,ut  they  cannot  tell 
how  ;   and  are  carelefs  to  know  the  way.     Others  pre- 
fume,  and  think  God  loves   them,  becaufe  they  love- 
themfelves ;  and  though  they  know  they  have  fin,  tliey. 
think  God  will  not  be  fo  illrnatured  as  to  reckon  witj;i. 
them;   they   think  God  lov.es   them,   but  they  cannot 
give  a  ground  for  it.     Others  think  that  God  is  mercU 
Jul,  and  therefore  they  conclude  they  will  be  pardoned 
»nd  accepted ;   becaufe  a  merciful  man  fometimes  feeks 
4fg  f4tkF^driQn^  fo  they  thinl;  much  more  will  2^  merc>. 
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fill  God  feek  none;  not  k:  owing,  that,  though  God  be 
merciful,  he  will  not  ftiew  n  ercy  to  the  prejudice  of 
his  juftice/  But  the  thouglit  of  thcfe  people  is  upon  the 
matter,  that  they  would  have  obtained  mercy  though 
Chrifl  had  never  become  a  facrtfice  ^o  the  f^*  ord  of 
luUice,  without  re^pe£t  to  the  mediation  of  the  man 
that  is  God's  Fellow. — Thefe  therefore  I  debar,  iu 
God's  great  name,  from  the  taWe  cf  the  Lord. 

(2.)  Another  fort,  who  defpife  this  facrifice  made  to 
the  fword  of  jurtice,  is,  all  thcfe  who  take  the  legal  way 
of  making  their  p^/ace  with  God.  Not  as  if  they  thought 
to  appear  before  God  without  f:n  -ixnd  holinefs,  as  the 
coveilant  of  works  require3 ;  but  who  think,  that  if  they 
fin,  they  will  make  amends ;  and  that  either  by  fome^ 
thing  Negative,  that  they  liave  not^dcne,  or  fomething 
.  Pofitive,  that  they  have  done ;  or  fome  internal  quali- 
fication, that  they  relt  upon.  Soire  think  to  make 
amends  to  God  by  fomething  Negative;  that  they  have 
not  been  fo  ill  a$  other  people;  and  if  they  go  to  hell, 
they  think  few  will  go  to  heaven  \  and  if  they  were  to. 
die,  they  think  th<?y  care  not,  they  have  done  no  perfon 
any  injury;  they  have  carried. very  harmlelly,  like  the 
Pharifee,  "  God,  1  thank  thee,  I  am  not  like  other  men } 
I  am  no  drunkard,  or  adulterer,  or  oppreffor,  or  fwegr- 
er;"  and  when  they  fee  any  profane  perfons,  they  are 
puffed  up  with  a  good  opinion  of  jthemfelves,  becaufe 
they  are  not  fi>  proiane  as  they  t  ihele  T  debar,  in  the 
jaame  of  the  Lord.  Others  think  to  make  amends  to  God 
by  fomething  Pofitive;  they  do  many  good  duties,  like 
the  fame  Pharifee,  that  boafted,  ''  I  fall  twice  a-week, 
I  give  tithes  of  all  that  I  poffefsf'  if  any  duty  be  per- 
formed, or  any  good  be  done  by  them,  their  fingers  are 
ready  to  ftick  to  it;  they  reil  there,  and  hope  God  will  be 
pleafed  and  pacified  on  thisaccount :  thefe  I  debar,  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord.  Others,  upon  this  fi^me  h^ad,  think 
to  make  amends  by  fome  internal  qualifications,  that  they 
reft  upon:  if  at  any  time  they  hav^  liberty,  and  motions 
of  affiidlion  in  prayer,  llirrings  of  conviftions  in  hearing; 
and  joys  of  heart,  like  the  ftony-ground  hearers ;  any  for- 
rowof  heart,  or  fadnefs  for  fin,  thefe  theyihinkwill  do  their 
turuj  and  they  think  they  ne^d  no  qther  facrifice  to  Go^^ 
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but  a  broken  heart;  fadiy  miftaking  the  nature  of  a  true 
evangelical  brokennefs  of  I'pirit.  It  is  certain,  both  from 
fcripture  and  experience,  tbiat  many  hundreds  of  profeffors 
daflf  and.perifli  qn  this,  fturabling-block;  *'  They  call 
themfelves  of  the  holy  city;  yea,  and  ftay  themfelves 
upon  the  God  of  Ifrael,  I^a.  xlviii*  2,  They  feek  him 
daily,  and  delij}^ht  to  know  his  ways;  yea,  delight  in  ap- 
proaching to  God/'  Ifa.  Iviii.  7,.  Expectation  of  happi*- 
nefs,  grounded  upon  fome  weat  performance^  and  feme 
internal  motions  and.  qualifications,  do  cut  the  throat  of 
many  civil  and  difcreet  men,  that  are  not  grofly  profane. 
All  thefe,  therefore,  that  make  any  of  thefe  things  the 
ground  of  their  hope  of  peace  with  God,  Idebar  and 
excommunicate  from  the,  table  of  the  X^ord,  as  being 
Grangers  to  the  true  ground  of  peace,  the  man  that  is 
God's^Fellow,  becoming  a  facrifice  to  thefword  of  juftice, 

(3.)  Another  fort,  who  make  no  right  ufe  of  this 
facrifice  offered  to  the  fword  of  juflice,  are  thefe,  who, 
though  they  make  ufe  of  Chrili,  a^  the  objefl:  of  their 
worfhip,  yet  make  not  ufe  of  his  blood  as  the  ground 
of  their  juftification  and  peace  with  God  :  as  if  they 
would  not  altogether  negleft  Ghrift,  and  yet  they  negleft 
bis  offering,  and  would  make  ttfe  of  himfelf,  but  not  of 
bis  facrifice  j  like  the  man  that  came  to  him,  faying^ 
♦*  Good  mafter,  what  fliall  I  do,  that  I  may  inherit* 
'eternal  life  ?"  He  was  going  upon  the  ground  of  Kia 
own  righteoufnefe;  To  feii>e,  they  may  come  to  Chritt, 
to  defire  his  help  to  enable  them  to  do  duty,  that  by 
doing  thereof  they  may  work  out  their  own  falvation; 
and  be  helped  this  way  tp  make  their  peace  with  God: 
thus,  by  grs^ce,  fought  and  received  from  him,  they  hop& 
to  be  their  own  Saviour  and  Peacerinaker,  with  God; 
and  fo  were  never  brought  to  ground  the  making  of 
their  peace  with  God,  upon  ChritV-s  facrifice  and  offer- 
ing alone.  Thefe  therefore  I  alfo  debar  from  this  holy 
table. 

(4.)  A  fourth  fort,  that  never  made  right  ufe  ©rthist 
facrifice  to  juftice*s  fword,  and  propitiation  in  the  blood 
of  Chrift,  are  all  thefe,  who  never  got  fuch  a  vieW  of 
the  love  of  God,"  in  this  facrifice,  as  to  kill  the  love  of  fin 
in  them,  and  tp  bring  down  the  reigning  power  of  fift; 
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for  the  great  end  of  Chrift's  fufferings  was  to  bring  us 
to  God  ;  the  great  end  of  his  giving  liirafclf  a  faGrifi.-c 
t6  the  fword  of  juftice,  was  to  redeem  us  from  all  ini- 
quity; and*  to  purchafe  to  himfelf  a  peculiar  people, 
zealous  of  good  works.  And  hence  they  are  yec  firau- 
gers  to  Chrift,  who  never  felt  any  mcafure  of  the  virtue 
of  this  facrifice,  in  fandllfying,  purifyin^^,  and  making 
them  fludy  holinefs.  And  ihereibre  1  debar  from  this 
table,  all  ifnpenitent  fmners  and  breakers  of  God's  com- 
mandments; all  whofe  names  are  in  that  black  catalogue. 
Mat.  XV.  19.  Rom.  i.  27, — 32.  all  whofe  npnies  are  in 
that  black  lift.  Gal.  v.  19, — 21.  and  all  whofe  names 
are  in  tfeefe  black  rolls,  i  Cor.  vi.  9,. 10.  Rev.  xxii.  15, 
All  Atheifts  that  practically  deny  the  being  of  GoJ, 
in  their  lives  and  converfations ;  and  ignorant  perfbns 
that  kn^v  not  the  principles  of  religion,  and  the  nature  - 
of  this  ordinance ;  and  profane  perfons,  who  mock  at 
facred  things,  negledt  public  ordinances,  on  week-days 
or  fabbath-days,  and  negleft  family-worfliip,  and  fecret 
prayer. — All  profane  fwearers,  whether  by  God,  or  ' 
the  devil,  or  faith,    or  confcience,    or  whatfoever  is 

more  than,  yea  and  nay. All  fabbath-breakers,  who 

put  no  difference  between  that  and  other  days. . 

All  that  are  unfaithful  in  their  relative  ftalions  ;  as 
^magiftrates  or  fubjefts,  mailers  or  fervants,  parents  oi: 
children. — All  murderers,  and  thefe  who  give  way  to 
the  killing  fins  of  malice,  paffion,  revenge ;  and  the  . 
felf-murdering  fins  of  drunkennefs,  gluttony,  and  tip- 
ling.-— All  whoremongers,  adulterers,  fornicators,  Sodo- 
mites, and  unclean  perfons,  who  never  mortified  the 
deeds  of  the  body. — All  thieves,  oppreflbrs,  and  cheats, 
that  ftudy  to  over-reach  their  neighbour  in  their  deal* 
ing. — All  falfe  witnefles  and  liars,  that  make  no  con- 
fcien,ce  of  fpeaking  the  truth ;  perjured  perfons,  that 
make  no  bonds  of  unlawful  oaths;  covenant-breakers, 
and  fuch  as  ^re  enemies  to  a  covenanted  work  of  refor- 
mation in  thefe  lands. — All  covetous  perfons,  whofe 
hearts  are  glued  to  the  world. — In  a  word,  I  debar 
all  fprmalifts,  and  hypocrites,  and  legalills  ;  all  that 
never  faw  and  bewailed  their  heart-planjues  of  atheifm, 
tnvojiy,  pride,  hypocrifyy  and  unbeWd  ;  ^\\  \n\\<>  V\vc>>a, 
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iiot  the  difference  between,  the  law  and  the  gofpel;  the 
covenant  of  works   and   the  covenant  grace ;  and  be- 
tween legal  and  evangelical  preaching.— All  that  never 
felt  any  thing  of  the  power  oi' God's  word  on  their  hearty 
in  convincing  thent  of  fin    original   and   atlualj   and 
drawing   them    to   Ghriil,    as    tiieir    rip;hteourners   and 
ftrength,   for  jafUfication   and   fanclifi^atlon.—^I  debar 
,all  who  hate  to  be  reproved  of  their  faults,  and  cotitema* 
their  reprovers;  and  all  who  can  be  withefs  to  the  fm^ 
and   faults  of  others,   ^rid   yet  never  give  any  fort  of 
tcllimorly  againll  them.— ^I  debar  all  who  love  not  the 
godly,,  rior  ciare   for  their  company:  sill  who  love  not 
the  Bible,  tior.  fearch  the  fcriptures :  all  who  love  not 
Zion,  nor  cafe  hovV*  matters  go   with   the  church  of 
Ciirilt;  whether  its   members  be  divided  or  alienated ; 
whethei*  its  interell  fink  or  fwiih:  All  who  can  go  light- 
ly  over  the  belly  of  their  own  ddnfdence,  for  fear  of 
Outward  loflcs  of  cfofles,  ahd  eafily  crdfs  theif  light  to 
pleafe  men.— *I  debar  all  that  arc:  not  lovers  df  the  truths 
but   efpoufers   of  error  i    Sociniaris,   Arminians,    and 
Aatinomians,  who  are  properly  fo  called,  for  fome  are 
wrongfully  and  ignofantly   fo  defigned.  ^-^I  debar  all 
that  think  they  have  believed  all  their  days,  and  nevef 
WQvt  convinced  of  unbelief,  nor  found  feligion  a  work 
above  them,   and  their   ndtiifal   powers.-^I  debar  all 
who  have  no  errand  to  the  Lbfd's  table,  but  td  take  ^ 
little  bread   and  wine,  and  think  it  an   eftfy  Work  ta 
communicate ;    nor  ever  had  any  fears  df  jealoufies 
about  their  niifcaf ryirlg  in  that  work :  All   \Vhd  ddrHd 
only  to  keep  up  a  name  among  profeflors  \  and  all  that 
have  no  other  tokens  'for  communion,  but  that  which 
they  have  got  from  their  minifters  or  elders :  all  whd 
have  been  at  no  pains  whatfoever  to  prepare  for  this 
work :    and  all,  on  the  other  hand,  who  think  they 
are  prepared  enough,  and  have  no  other  thing  to  reft 

upon    but  their  own   preparation. All   thefe,    and 

others  of  that  ftamp,  I  do,  in  the  name  of  the  living 
and  eternal  God,  debar  from  this  holy  table,  as  being 
ftrangers  to  the  Man  that  is  God's  Fellow,  and  ftran-t 
^ers  to  the  facrifice  whereby  he  has  fatisfied  the  awak^ 
cacd  fword  ofinfuiitG  juftice  :   tiherefext^  ^^  ^Ci\3i  would 
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not  take  a  cup  of  poifon  to  clellroy  yourfelves,  a5  you 
would  not  eat  and  drink  damnation  to  yourfelves,  and 
br'ng  down  the  ^uilt  of  the  blood  of  Chrill  upon  your 
bead,  do  not  dare  to  venture  to  this  holy- table  ;  (or, 
*•  He  that  eats  this  bread,  and  drinks  this  cup  of  the  . 
Lord  unworthily,  fliall  be  guilty  of  the  body  and  blood 
of  the  Lord."  And  if.  you  wili  venture  notwiihtland- 
ing,  remember,  though  you  have  got  a  token  from  me, 
or  any  perfon  elfe,  your  blood  is  upon  your  own  head, 
if  ♦you  find  yourfelf  now  debarred,  and  yet  come 
to  trample  upon  the  blood  of  tlie  Man  that  is  God^a 
Fellow. 

But  now,  left  I  fliould  fnglit  any  of  the  children  Irom 
their  food,  who  are  apt  to  take  thefe  thin^^s  to  them, 
more  than  they  to  whom  they  are  principally  direCled, 
therefore  I  proceed, 

3.  To  a  Tnird  inference,  with  relation  to  this  ordi- 
nance, that  may  be  drawn  from  our  doftrinc;^  namely^ 
Hence  we  may  fee  the  Charafter  of  thofe  who  have  a 
right  to  approach,  and  are  of  God  invited  thereto; 
namely,  in  general,  all  believers,  who,  through  grace, 
have  been  made  to  flee  unto  the  covert  of  the  blood  of 
the  Shepherd  ;  into  the  covert  of  the  blood  of  the  Man 
that  is  God*s  Fellow,  to  fcreen  them  from  the  fword  of 
divine  wrath.  As  we  cjare  not,  for  our  fouls,  allow  or 
encourage  any  to  approach  this  ordtnance,  who  ar* 
unbelievers,  under  whatfoever  names  and  dcfignations 
they  may  be  called  ;  fo,  on  the  other  hand,  we  dare 
not,  for  our  fouls,  difallow,  or  dlfcourage  from  thii 
work,  any  the  leaf!,  the  weakeft  believer  in  Chrilr, 
that  has  gone  in  with  the  call  of  the  gofpel,  and  clofed  ^ 
with,  and  embraced  this  facrifice  whereby  juftice  is  fa- 
tisfied  :  And  therefore,  in  the  name  and  authority  of 
the  fame  glorious  God,  and  gracious  Lord,  I  invite  to 
this  table  of  the  Lord,  all  fuch,  whatever  their  *fins 
have  been,,  though  guilty  of  the  fins  that  I  have  named, 
Or  whatever  elfe  ;  all  fuch,  I  fay,  whatever  their  guilt  . 
be,  who  have  taken  this  gofpel-method  of  getting  their 
fin  and  guilt  expiated  arid  removed,  namely,  by  hiding 
their  guilty  fouls  under  the  wings  of  ChrilVs  righteouf- 
laefs,  who  ^ave  himkli  a  facrifice  to  I^^lU^'  xV^  'vNkcT^vil^ 
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jjiftice.  But  that  it  may  be  known  more  diftindlly 
whom  I  mean  by  fuch  believers  in  Chrill,  as  I  am  cal- 
ling to  the  Lord's  tjlble,  you  may  examine  yourfclves 
more  particularly  from,  the  doffcrine  ;  "  Let  a  man  ex-- 
amine  himfelf,  and  fo  let  him  eat.''  I  hope  you  that  are 
.  to  communicate  as  believers,  have  been,  examining  your- 
felves  before  this  time  J  but  if  you  be  yet  in  the  dark, 
there  are  thefe  four  marks  may  be  drawn  out  of  ourtext 
and  dodlrine,  'for  clearing  whether  you  be  believers  in- 
dced/that  have  clofcd  with  the  man  that  is  God's  Fello*% 
as  a  facrifice  to  the  fvvord  of  juftice  in  your  room. 

(i.)  Have  you  feen,  fometime  or  other,  the  fvvord 
of  juFlice  awaking  agaiiift  youf  ovVn  foals,  the  avenger 
of  blood  purfuing  you  ?  HaVe  you  heard  fuch  a  knell 
as  that  m  your  heart,  "  Awake,  O  I'vvo.rd;"  awake,  O 
law ;  awake,  O  vengeance,  curfes^  and  threatnings 
againfl:  a  man  for  his  finsf  Have  you  been  fo  filled  with 
the  fear  of  hell  and  wrathy  as  you  have  been  put  to  cryj 
"  Men  and  bretbrertj  what  fliall  I  do  to  be  faved  ?'* 
Or,  have  3'^ou  been  put  ^o  more  concern  about  falv*ation, 
than  ever  you  was  about  any  thing  elfe  in  the  world  ? 
Arid  have  you  feen^  in  this  cafe,  the  natural  tendency 
of  your  heart  to  reR  upon  fome  other  thing  for  peace 
with  God  than  this  facrifice^  which  ChrUt  offered  of 
himfelf  to  the  fword  of  juftice?  There  i^  fuch  a, natural 
inclination  in  all  to  reft  upon'fome  other  thing  for  peacei 
with  God,  and  it  is  a  good  token  when  it  is  difsovered^ 
and  becomes  a  burden  aiid  a  ground  of  a  challenge^ 
that  they  have   had  a  finful  inclination   to  put  duties, 

•  prayers,  tears,  enlargements,  and  the  like,  .in  Chrift's 
room.  *'  Before  the  law  came,  1  was  alive,''  fays  Paul; 
and  thought  I  had  a  flock  of  righteoufnefs  in  myfelf  to. 
be  the  ground  of  my  peace  with  Godj  "  But  when  thd 
commandment  came,  fin  revived,  and  I  di^d  f '  when^ 
by  the  law,  I  got  the  knowledge  of  fin,  1  died  to  all 
Conceit  of  myfelf  and  ray  righteoufnefs ;  ''  What  things 
w6r^  formerly  gain  unto  me,  thefe  L  counted  lofs  for 
Chrift."— :-Now,if  you  have  been  thus  purfued  by  juftice, 
which  you  fee  no- facrifice  will  fatisfy,  but  that  of  the 
Man  that  is  God's  Fellow,  and  have  been  burdened  with 

j^our  natural  inclinatioa  to  fonxs  oihtt  {"Sicrv&ce,^  I  think- 
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the  Lord  has  begun  the  good  workupoa  you,  and  there- 
fore I  call  and  invite  you  to  the  table  of  the  Lord. 

(2.)  Have  you  Iben  the  glory  and  excellency  of  thid 
frtcrifice  ?  What  a  glorious  ranfoni  God  has  found  out  ' 
for  his  own  fatisfadli6n,  that  thoufands  of  rams  could 
not  doit,  bat  that  one  Lamb  could  do  it,  even  the 
Lamb  of  God  facrificed  ?  Have  you  feen  the  fword 
quenching  its  thirll  in  the  blood  of  the  Lan)b  ?  and 
have  you  taken  up  the  love  and  mercy  of  Gi;d  in  pro* 
Viding  fuch  a  Lamb^  fuch  a  ram  caught  in  the  ihiokeis, 
when  your  neck,  like  Ifaac^s  was  upon  the  blrck?  Have 
you  feen  him  to  be  a  wortliy  ranfom,  becaufe  of  the 
worthinefs  of  the  perfon  facHficedj  he  being  God'3 
Fellow,  Ood-man  in  one  psrfon,  and  fo  ading  in  hia 
Father's  tiame^  and  by  his  appointment,  when  he  yield* 
ed  obedience  to  the  death,  as  being  his  Shepherd,  whom  ^ 
he  fealed  for  this  end?  And  has  the  view  and  apprehen-: 
Con  of  him,  in  this  mediatorial  glory,  drawn  forth  youi* 
efteem  of  him  and  of  his  offering  and  fglcrifice,  fo  as 
you  c6uld  venture  heaven^  and  your  eternal  falvation 
upon  it ;  fo  that  you  defire  to  fay,  "  To  him  that  loved 
me,  and  wafhed  me  in  his  own  blood,  to  him  be  glory?'* 
Is  the  view^f  this  facrifice  that  which  cheers  and  de- 
lights y  oil  mod  ?  and  is  it  matter  of  wonder  to  you* 
now  arid  then,  that  when  the  ftroak  of  juilice  was  ready 
to  come  upon  you,  Ghrill  Ihould  have  intcrpofed  be- 
tween you  and  the  fatal  deadly  blow  ;  Can  you  fiiy, 
You  count  all  but  lofs  and  dung,  that  you  may  win  C'Till* 
and  be  found  iti  him  ;  fo  that  you  care  not  what  be  call 
over-^boardj  if  you  but  get  to  that  (liore,  even  Ghrill  and 
his  fighteoufnefg  ?  Then  Welcome  are  you  to  the  table 
of  the  Lord ;  I  invite  you  in  his  glorious  name. 

(3,)  Have  you  found  yOur  fouls  in.fafety,  from  the 
fword  of  ju (lice,  Under*  this  iliadow  of  the.  blood  of  the 
man  that  is  God's  Fellow  ?  Nothing  rightly  fatisiies  the 
awakened  challenges  of  c'onfcience,  but  that  which  fa- 
tisfies  the  awakened  fword  of  juilice  ;  and  that  is  the' 
fniltittg  of  the  Shepherd,  and  the  blood  of  the  Lamb 
that  is  his  Fellow.  Now,  haVe  you  feen  God's  juflice 
latisfied  thereby,,  and  found  yout  cOnfcience  fatis^ed 
with  the  f^weJ  Have  youy  fomc  l\me  or  ^lYvtt^  Iqjotv^ 

VOL^  L  G  ^ON3X 
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your  foul  at  peace  under  this  covert  of  blood,  knowing 
that  the  fword  was  pur  up  in  its  fjabbard,  it  being  ful- 
ly fatisfied  with  the  blood  of  God  ?  This  is  a  being  pleaf- 
ed  with  wliat  the  Lord  of  hofts  is  plcafed;  and  you  have 
thus,  beinp:  juftified  by  faith,  had  peace  with  God.  thro'  • 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrilt.  Wliere  go  you,  when  under 
challenges  forfm?  Do  you  find  moft  peace  Vn  this  fa- 
crifice,  even  when  you  bave  the  deeped  and  moil  kind- 
ly impreffion  of  your  fin  ?  For  the  Legalift,  he  can  be- 
lic^'e  well  enough,  when  he.  has  ro  challenges  for  fin, 
but  under  tljefe  challenges,  his  faith  fails  hira.  But 
for  yoH,  believer,  under  all  challenges,  do  you  find 
this  is  always  your  only  fhift,  the  blood  of  Chrift,  the 
Sacrifice  of  the  matt  that  is  God's  Fellow  ?  Is  this  alfo 
your  only  ihift  when  you  think  of  death,  or  of  appearin  j 
before  tte  judgment-feat  of  God  ?  Do  you  make  fuch 
life  of  Chrift*s  offering  to  juflice,  as  that  it  is  your 
Conftant  defire  to  put  Chrifl:  in  your  room  ?  Is  the  Ian- 
guage  of  your  foul,  O !  I  defire  no  accompting  and 
reckoning  with  juftice ;  nay,  I  dare  not  count  and  reckon 
with  Chrift,  but  my  foul,  as  it  were,  leaves  Chrift  in 
Its.  room,  and  runs  away  from  reckoning  with  juftice, 
to  hide  itfelf  under  his  wings,  who  can  count  to  the  ut- 
moft  farthing.  Dear  foul,  who  has  attained  to'fome- 
thing  of  this  in  reality,  I  invite  you,  in  my  Mailer's 
narhe  to  come  to  his  table.. 

(4.)  Is  it  oft-times  matter  of  exercife  to  you,  to  get 
over  ►;ill  other  facrifices  to  this  alone,  whereby  the  awak^ 
ened  fword  of  juftice  is  appeafed  ?  Can  you  fay,  it  has 
been  matter  of  exercife  to  you,  not  only  how  to  get 
t^ver  your  fins  unto  Chrift;  but  alfo,  how  to  get  over 
your  graces  and  duties  to  him,  fo  as  you  might  not 
truft  therein,  to  the  prejudice  of  trulling  in  Chrift  ? 
Paul  not  only,  while  in  nature,  but  even  after  conver- 
fion,  found  an  inclination  to  count  fome  thing  gain, 
befide  Chrift  ;  and  therefore,  in  oppofition  to  this  in- 
clination, he  does,  with  a  Doubtlefs,  cry  down  all  things, 
and  count  them  dung  and  lofs,  for  the  excellency  of  the 
knowledge  of  Chrift,  Phil.  iii.  8,  9.  Taking  in  his  gra- 
cious  actings,  and  anions,  as  well  as  others,  *and  found 
s  need  to  ca/l  away  the  good,  3i^  yj^^  as  tbe  bad  in 
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-poifit  of  juftification*     Did  you  ever  find  it  a  hardiit 
exetcife  to  be  quit  of  your  duties,  tears,  and  enlarge- 
ments in  point  of  dependence^  than  to  be  rid  of  your 
fins  ?  The  believer  has  one  exercife  of  faith,  how  to  be 
quit  of  fin  ;  and  a'nother  new.  exercife,  how  to  be  freed 
from  reiling  on  duties^  and  hOw  to  be  fingly  engaged 
in  reftittg  on  GHriil:  his  mind  is  hot  quiet  in  all  his  du- 
ties, till  he  come  hither,  eVfen  to  be  found  in  Chrill^ 
to  have  his  peace  with  God  founded  upon  Chrill,  and 
not  upon  duties.     The  Legalill,  when  he  gets  duties 
perfornied,  then  he  has  pi^ace  ;  but  the  believer,  though 
he  fhould  be  about  duties  a  whole  day,  and  is  indeed 
more  engaged  in- duties   readily  than  the  Legalid  him-    • 
felf,  that  relies  thereon  ;  but  let  him  be  about  duties  a 
whole  day^  yet  perhaps  he  has  little  or  no  peace,  be- 
Caufe  he  would  be  over  all  duties,  to  Chrift  himfclf,  as 
his  refting  place;  and  fo  has  no  peace  till  he  enjoy  him 
to  his  fatisfaclion.     Hence  alfo,  he  is  oft-limes  full  of 
fears  and  jealoufies,  lell,  through  unbelief,  he  put  fome 
Ctlier  thing  in  the  room  of  Chriil^s  facrifices.     A  natu* 
ral  man  may,  perhaps,  fufpcft  his  duties,  left  they  be 
wroti'g ;  but  the  believer  is  more  taken  up  in  fufpefting 
his  faith,  faying,  "  Lord,  1  believe,  help  my  unbelief:'* 
he  dares  not  trull  his  own  faith,  knowing  his  evil  heart ' 
of  unbelief  that  he  has  within  him.     Well,  if  this  be 
oft-times  matter  of  exercife  to  you,  poor  foul,  to  get 
over  all  other  facrificea  and  fervices,  to  this  great  facri- 
iice,  Chrift  Jefus,  in  whom  alone  the  fwol'd  of  jaftice 
is  fatisfied,  I  invite  you,  as  a  believer,  to  feaft  at  the 
Lord's  table,  upon  the  facrifice*    .  Does  the  faith  of  thU 
facrifice  purify  your  hearty  fo  that  yoii  long  to  be  per- 
fe£lly  holy,  feeing  and  lamenting  your  own  unhoUnefs 
and  impurity^  and  defiring  daily  to  bring  your  impure 
fins  and  lufts,  to  the  fountain  opened,  by  the  fword  of 
juftice,  in  the  heart  of  a  pierced  Chrift  ? — ^— I  then  in- 
vite you,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  to  this  holy  table, 
as  one  that  has  feen  the  value,  and  fliared  qf  the  virtue, 
and  participated  of  the  efiicacy  of  this  facrifice,  given 
by  the  man  that  is  God's  Fellow,  to  the  awakened 
fword  of  juftice* 

In  a  word^  is  there  afty  here,  wlio^  \xrvi<it  ^  ^^"cS^  ^^ 
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fin,  fee  an  abfolute  need  of  this  facrifice;  who  under  a 

•  fenl'e  of  theif  uawonhinefs,  ^re  fearing  and  trembling 
to  approach  to  the  Lord's  table,  iknd  yet  would  give  all 
the  world  for  a  fliare  of  the  faving  and  healing  virtue 
of  this  gloriows  facrifice;  and  fee  nbthing  in  the  wide 
•world  fo  fit  for  them  as  Ghrift  I  I  invite  them  to  the 
Lord's  tab!c#  Are  there-  any  here  lamenting  the  Lord's 
anger  and  abfence  at  this  day?  lamenting  that  things 
are  ib  faf  wrong  id  the  houfe  of  God,  and  that  there 

.  is  fo  little  power  and  glory  of  God  feen  tn  the  fanclua- 
fy^  atid  panting  after  communion  and  fellowihip  w  ith 
him,  crying,  •**  O  that  I  knew  where  I  might  fijid  him. 
O  thi>t  it   were  with  me  as  in  times  pall  !*'  G  for  an 

'heart  to. love  Ghrtft  !  O  for  a  fealed  intereft  in  Chrill ! 
O  for  the  liealing  balfam  of  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  to 
cure  the  fad. plagues  of  my  heart,  which  I  fee  to  be  as 
black  as  hell !  Q  come  and  take  a  drink,  poor  foul,  at 
the  Lofd^s  table,  even  a  full  draught  of  the  blood  of 

•  Chrirt,  which  cleanfes  from  all  fin  !  Is  there' atiy  here, 
eny  poor. creature^  that  fees  and  laments  his  own  weak- 
nels,  and  the  power  of  fin  and  corruption  in  him,  pained 
to  the  hfeart  with  his  numberlefs  backflidings  from  the 
Lord  Jefus  J  I  would  gladly  have  a  knot  caft  between 
Chrill  and  his  foul,  that  m.ay  nevecloofej  fuch  ftrength 
and  grace  communicate,  as?  that  he  may  never  go  back 
from  God  t  Linvite  you  to  come  forward  to  the  Lord's 
table,  and  get  a  ilrengthcning  rteal.-— -Perhaps- there  is 
fome  trembling  weak  believer  here,  that  is  doubling, 
whether  he  has  grace,  .or  not ;  whether  he  be  a  believer 
or  not  5  O  cry  to  the  Spirit  of  God  to  be  feiit  to  clear 
you,  by  ihewing  to  you  the  things  that  are  freely  given 
you  of  God*  I  iball  only  alk  you,  who  are  fearing  you 
have  no  intereft  in  him,  no  portion  in  the  fon  of  JefTe,  the 
mi\n  that  is  God's  Fellow  ;  tell  me,  will  yon  quit  your 
part  of  him  ?  Could  you  freely  choofe  tc  take  the  world, 

'  and  your  lufts,  and  let  others  take  Chrift  who  pleafe? 
would. you  find  in  your  heart  to  reft  contented  with  other 
things,  and  give  any  body  your  part  of  Chrift?  What  fay 
you  to  that,  poor  doubting  foul  ?  Is  your  heart  now  melt* 
ing,and  relenfing  within  you, and  faying,  Ominifter!  what 

is  that  you  arc  faying  I  that  wouud^  me  to  the  bottom 
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of  my  foul !  quit  all  my  part  of  Chrill !  O  no,  no,  no! 
If  I  were  fure  of  my  hutrefl  in  him,  I  wouitl  not  quit 
my  part  in  him  for  tea  thoufanJ,   thou.and,   thouiand 

^  worlds;  and  even  as  it  is,  thou>i;h  I  dire  not  affcrt,  that 
I-tiave  an  intiereil  in  liim,  yet  I  would  not  fay  that  I 
would  quit  my  part  in  him;  no,  for  all  that  lies.withia 
the  bofom  of  the  imiverfe.  Is  that  the  language  of  your 
heart  ?  Well,  Chrill  hears  that,  and  he  will  mind  it  as 
a  token  of  fome  heart-kiiidnefs  to  him.  Can  you  fay, 
that  God  will  be  juil  and  rig.'itcous  thou,;h  he  fhould 
fend  you  to  the  bottom  of  hell,  inllead  of  allowing  you 
to  fit  at  his  tabic;  and  if  fuch  a  dog  as  you,  gct.a  crumb 
from  him,  it  wi  1  be  a  miracle  of  mcrc)  ?  Can  you  fay, 
that  though  doubls  and  darknels,  and  innumerable  evils 
be  no^v  furroundiug  you,  yet,  for  what  you  know,  it  was 
a  day  of  power  you  met.with  at  fuch  a  time,  in  whiclt 
a  faving  work,  as  you  thought,  was  begun,  and  now 
you  would  willingly  have  it  cleared  up  to  you  ?  Can  you 
lay,  that  though  you  have  a  tlioufand  objc»itions  againil 
youffelf,  and  your  own  heart  and  frame,  yet^you  have 
no  objedions  againil  Chril't?  At  leall  if  any  reaforiin^s 
and  high  imaginations  againil  him  be  rifen  aftd  raging 
in  your  heart,  you  would  gladly  take  Jiold  of  him,  that 
he  may  call  all  down,  and  take  and  keep  the  tlirone 
himfelf?  Do  ypu  fee  the  way  of  falvation,  through  free 
grape^  and  through  his  perftd  righteoufnefs,  to  be  an. 
excellent  way,  worthy  of  God,  and  fuiLable  to  man» 
becoming  the  wildom  and  glory  of  God»  and  that  you 
are  well  pleafed  with  this  way?  Csn  you  finally  fay,  tiiat 
you  are  one  of  the  poorell  creatiires  in  all  the  world  ; 
poor  and  needy,  dellitute  of  allgood,  of  all  grace,  of 
all  faith,  love,  repentance^  holinefs,  and  any  other  fpiri* 
liual  quality  in  yourfelves;  but  that  you  fee  an  infinite 
jfiilnefs  in  Chrill,  that  can  fupply  you>  and  out  of  \vhi.:h 
you  delire  to  be  fupplied,  with  all  that  you  ne-d  ?  And. 
can  appeal  to  heaven,  that  in  him  only  you  dtiirt  to  be 
found,  .v\rho  is  all  in  all?  Can  you  fay,  Yea  and 
Amen  to  thefe  things  I  Then,  poor  foul,  I  ch  jr^e  and 
command  you,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  of  hoils,  to, 
venture  forward  to  this  table,  as  you  would  not  difpleafe 

^kiW^  ^^^  gfieve  his  holy  Spirit  by  ilAyvu^^,\\'3.^'^  ^\\^^\v«, 
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he  calls  you,  and  commands  "you  to  do  this  in  remera* 
brance  of  him,  and  of  his  kindnefs  to  you.  You  kno\v 
not  if  e^ver  you  will  get  another  opportunity,  poor  ftray-. 
ing,  wandering  iheep ;.  though  you  be  fuch  a  weak 
creature,  as  that  you  think,  if  you  be  among  the  flock 
of  Ghrift  at  all,  you  ar^  the  word  among  them  i^ll  for 
fm  ;  and  the  lail  among  them  all  for  grace  ;  ^nd  llray-^ 
ing  fo  far  behind  all  the  rell  of  the  flock,  that  you  will 
pever  get  lip  among  the  reft^  unlefs.  the  great  Shepherd 
take  you  up  in  his  arms,  and  carry  you;  I  charge  you, 
in  his  name,  to  come  forward,  and  fee  the  glorious 
•  Shepherd  fn^tten  with  the  fvvord  of  julUce  in  your  rogm. 
And  now,  hoping  I  have  prevailed,  or  rather  that  the 
Jl.ord  has,  and  will  prevail,  with  his  little  flock,  to 
come  to.  the  Lord's  table^  and  hear  the.  Lord  of  hofls 
facramentally  fs^ying,  *<  Awake,  Q  fword,  agajnfl  my 
Shepberdi  the  man  that  is  my  fellow,"  "  I  clofe  with 

4.  A  Fourth  Inference  from  this  doctrine,  with  rela-. 
tion  to  this  ordinance;  Hence  we  may  fee  in  what 
manner  it  is  that  believers  fliould  approach  to  a  com- . 
munion-table,  fmc^^  the  fword  of  Jehovah's  wrath  is 
ordered  to  fmite  the  Shepherd,  the  man  that  is  God*s 
Fellow.  Then  you  ought  to  commemorate  this,  facrifice, 
;and  come  to  his  table,  .    '       • 

\  ( I.)  With  wonder  and  aftonifliment.  O  come  J  won,. 
dei  irg  that  the  fvvord  of  the  Lord  of  hells,  that  infinitely 
juft  God,  Ihould  pafs  by  you,  man;  and  you,  woman^ 
that  wa3  an  enemy;  and  fatisfy  himfelf  upon  the  man 
that  was  his  Friend,  the  m^n  that  was  his  Fellow,^ 
by  fmiting  the  Shepherd  in  the  room  of  the  flieep:  that 
the  man  who  is  God's  Fellow  Ihould  be  made  fin  for 
you;  made  a  curfe  for  you;  made  fliame  for  ypu;  made 
a  facrifice  to  jullice  for  you;  and  made  the  channel  in 
•which  the  wrath  and  difpleafure  of  God  fliould  run  fo 
as  to  run  by  you,  andnever  light  upon  you.  O  wonder  I 
wonder,  men  and  angels! 

(2.)  Come  with  praife,  gratitude,  and  thankfulnefs. 
to  the  Lo^'d  of  hods,  and  to  the  man  that  is  his  Fellow, 
for  fuch  a  wonderful  contrivance  of  falvaiion.  What 
pofture  did  grace  find  you  in,  poor  believer?  even  lying 
Pf^n  to  th^  iiroak  of  Gpd'^  4^?^\vu  fword  of  jufticer  and 
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our  Lord  Jefus,  on  the  one  fide,  ftept  in  and  faid, 
Hold, 'Lord,  let  that  {Irodk  fall  upon  me,  and  let  them' 
go  free;  and,  upon  their  fide,  there  was  God's  good 
pleafure,  cond'jfcending  to  accept  of  his  offer,  faying, 
*'  Awake,  O  fvvord ;  fniite  the  Shepherd,  and  fpare  the 
flieep."  Poor  foul,  thatdefires  to  flee  to  him  fur  re- 
fuge! Chrtft  has  changed  rooms  with  you,  by  inierpofing 
to  keep  the  llroak  off  you,  and  receiving  it  into  his  own 
bowels:  and,  O  what  infinite  obligations  to  love  and 
thankfulnefs  does  this  lay  you  under!  How  will  he  be 
praifed  for  ever  among  the  redeemed  for  his  love !  Come> 
finging  unto  him  that  loved  us,  and  v/alhed  us  from  our 
fins,  in  his  blood, — to  him  bt^  glory. 

(3.)  Gome  with  boldnefs,  confidence,  and  chearfulncfs* 
What  a  (hame  and  dilhonour  to  the  glorious  Shepherd 
is  it,  that  the  (heep  fliould  be  always  trembling  and 
quaking,  while  they  are  under  fuch  a  fure  and  fafe 
covert,  as  the  Wood  and  righfeoufnefs  of  the  Shepherd  I 
If  we  were  coming  to  deal  with  Gcd  about  falvation, 
upon  the  footing  of  any  thing  in  us,  we  might  indeed 
be  confounded  with  defpair,  and  could  not  ftand  far 
enough  away  from  God;  but  when  you  are  to  deal 
with  him  upon  the  fcore  of  the  God-pleafingj  juftice- 
fatisfying  blood  of  the  man  that  is  his  Fellow,  we  can- 
not come  with  too  much  boldnefs  :^  on  thi&  groimd  let 
us  come  boldly  to  the  throne  of  grace,  having  boldnefs 
to  enter  into  the  holiell  by  the  blood  of  Jefus..  Is  it 
the  blood  of  God's  Shepherd,  the  blood  of  the  man  that 
is  his  Fellow !  Is  it  not  thy  valuable  bloody  or  not  ? 
Then,  why  fliould  you  give  way  to  diffidence  ?  What 
a  ftiame  is  it  that  we  d.are  fcarcely  trull  to  his  facrifice  I 
Therefor^, 

(4.)  Gome  with  full  affurance  of  faith:  affured  of  th« 
love  and  good- wilt  of  God  in  Chrift,  in  whom  his 
fword  i*  pacified^  and  through  whom  peace  with  God 
is  proclaimed^  and  a  ceffation  of  arms  to  all  eternity. 
If  you  can  attain- to  this  full  affurance  of  faith,  poor  weak 
believer,  you  will,  no  doubt,  come  forward,  as  the  Lord 
fliall  help  you,  under  covert  of  this  honourable  Ikcri-. 
fice^  come  hoping  againft  hope,  ard, believing  againft 
imb^Uefi  fay^ "  Lord; I  believe,  help  xnf  xmbdv^l*'^  Co\ci^ 
•0  4  \       V- 
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lamenting  your  i>nbelief,  and  crying  to  him  for  faith. 
Come  4t'pending  on  him  for  grace  to  communicate  in 
3  fuitablq  way,  and  for  grace  to  take  a  hearty  draught 
of  the  fvvord-fatislying  blogd  of  the  mm  that  is  his 
FeJlow* 

SERVICE   at  the   TA^LE, 

NOW,  believers,  what  was  Mofes's  work,  when  the 
angel  of  tJie  Lord  appeared  in  a  flame  of  fire  out 
of  the  midft  of  tJie  bulh,  Exod-  iii.  3.  wh^n  the  bufh 
burned  w^ith  fire  and  was  confuraed?  Why,  fays  Mofes, 
♦'  I  will  tprn  afide,  and  feQ  this  great  fight."  That  fam^ 
fliould  be  your  work;  and  cj^ercife  now,  at  a  Qommnnion^ 
table:  ^' Turn  afide,  and' fee  this  great  fight  V'  What 
fight  ?  The  greatell  fight  that  ever  was  feen,  the  eternal 
Son  of  God  in  the  bufli  of  our  nature,  and  this  bufl; 
burning  in  the  flames  of  divine  wrath,  for  pqr  fakes, 
and  in  our  room  and  Head,  and  yet  the  bufh  not  con- 
fumed,  O!  with  what  holy  fear  ought  you  to  look  upon 
-this  great  fight  !  *^  Put  oiTthy  flioes  from  oflf  thy  feet,'' 
fays  God  to  Mofes,  *'  For  the  place  wher^  thou  fiandeft 
is  holy  ground  :'*  and  Mpfes  hid  his  face,  for  he  was 
afraid  to  look  iipon  God,  You  may  perhaps  think,  if 
you  were  as  great  a  faint  as  Mofes,  you  would  not  be 
afraid;  but,  O  the  fight  of  God  is  an  awful  thing  to  the 
greatell  faint  on  earth,  and  humbles  them  to  the  duft! 
But,  if  you  be  a  faint  at  all,  I  will  tell  ypu,  you  will  be 
reckoning  yourfelf  the  greateft  finner.  out  pf  heil,the  chief 
of  fmners ;  and  if  it  be  fo,  fure  I  am,  this  great  fight  majr 
be  more  wonderful  in  your  eyes  to  fee  the  fword  of  diving 
wrath  drunk  in  the  blood  pf  the  glorious  Surety,  in  your 
room. 

Solomon  fays,  ^*  He  that  is  furety  for  a  ftranger  fhaU 
fmart  for  it,"  Prov.  xi.  15.  .  Behold  the  Son  of  God 
become  Surety  for  ypu,  th?it  was  a  ftrang^r  and  alienj 
but  he  mud  fmart  for  it :  or,  as  it  may  be  rendered, 
/  He  fliall  be  fore  broken,'  So  was  the  Son  of  God,  Qur 
Surqty;  he  was  broken  in  foul,  broken  in  body,  broken  to 
pieces;  and  we  have  here  the  fymbols  of  his  broken  l)pdy; 
/or,  "  Jn  (fe<?  i^i33e  night  in  whigj^  he  was  |?etrayed. 
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he  took  bread,'*  as  you*  fee  us  take  it  here,  after  his 

example, 

Now,  fpeftators;  now,  communicants;  if  you  have 
the  eye  of 'faith,  you  might  fee  a  broken  Ghrift  repre- 
fented  under  this  broken  bread ;  now  you  may  hear  God 
faying,  "  Awake,  O  fvvord,  againil  my  Shepherd.  All 
we  like  loll  ihcjep  had  gone  altray;  and  we.have  turned 
every  one  to  his  own  way,  and  the'Lord,  the  Lord  of 
hods,  has  laid  on  him  the  iniquities  of  us  all."  Sin  brings 
down  the  fword  of  vengeance;  but,  behold  your  fm  laid 
upon  the  Shtrpherd,  and  thereupon  the  Lord  of  holls  fay- 
ing, *'  Awnke,  O  fword,  againlt  the  Shepherd.'*  O  raia 
and  ravilhing  contrivance !  O  admirable  and  amiable 
conlrivance!  O  beautiful  and  beneficial  contrivancel 
Ecenially  bleffcid  be  the  Contriver!  and  eternally  bleffcd 
be  the  Shepherd!  O  infinitely  kind  and  compaifionate 
Shepherd,  that  laid  down  his  life  for  the  Iheep,  and  feeds 
his  flock  like  a  ftiepherd  !  Yea,  feeds  them  with  his  flefti 
and  bloodj  for,  having  broken  it,  he  gave  it  to  hisdif. 
ciples,- faying,  "  Take  ye,  eat  ye;  this  is  my  body  broken 
.  for  you;  this  do  in  remembranceof  me,"-— Mk  !  what  for 
a  Me,  is  this  ?  Who  was  it  that  was  fmittcn  by  the  fword 
of  juftice?  Why,  it  is  even  the  Shepherd,  the  man  that 
is  God's  Fellow,  his  own  Son :  we  have  finned,  and  he 
is  fraitten  for  it;  the  fword  awaked  againft  him,  and  we 
go  free;  Ofinner,  finner!  O  guilty  fiuner,  filthy  finner» 
wretched  finnerj  who  in  all  the  world  would  have  done 
that  for  you  that  Ghrift  has  done  ?  Who  in  all  the 
world  could  have  fuffered  that  for  you,  that  Chrift  hat 
fuffcred!  0  communicant,  apply,  ^Pply  his  doing  and  * 
dying  to  yourfelf  in  particular,  and  fay,  O  marvellous 
and  matchlefs  love!  O.boundlefs  and  bottomlcfs  lovel- 
♦*  He  loved  me,  and  gave  himfelf  for  me!"  Or,  if  you 
cai^not  attain  to  the  particular  application,  tfcat  he  did  it 
for  you  J  yet,  O  wonder,  wonder,  that  ever  he  did  and 
fuffered  fo  much  for  any  j  for  he  fuffcred  the  hell  of  alj. 
the  eledl;  God  made  a  gape  or  wound  in  the  bteaft  of 
Chrift,  with  the  fword  of  his  juftice,  and  then  poured 
in  a  whole  hell  of  wrath  upon  him.  Q!  is  it  not  golodt 
your  part,  to  remember  him,  who  remerabrcd  yoii 
^I^CR  the  fword  pf  juftice  was  ready  to. bs.ftxt^\!sjfc<i\tk 
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your  bowels,  and  to.  drink  in  the  blood  of  your  foul  ? 
'No  foon^r  did  the  Son  of  God  behold  tjie  fword  at  your 
breaft,  and  the  hand  of  juilice  fetching  the  bloody  ttroak, 
but  he  cries  out,  O  Father,  hold  thy  hand ;  let  all  that 
vengeance  that  is  dud  to  thofe  poor  guilty  creatures, 
fall  upon  me; , behold  I  open  my  breaft  to  receive  the 
itroak  of  juftice  in  their  room.  They  have  broken  thy 
law,  but  here  I  am  to  fulfil  it  for  theni;  they  have  en- 
raged thy  juftice,  but  here  I  am  ready  tofatisfy  juftice 
for  them  j  they  liave  drunk  up  iniquity  like  water  j  but 
lo!  I  will  drink  up  the  gall  and  vinegar  of  thy  vengeance 
for  them:  "  Lo!  I  come;"  let  the  fword  light  upon  me 
with  all  its  vengeance.  Come,  come  then,,  my  beloved 
Son,  fays  God,  the  Lord  of  hofts,  you  know  what  this 
work  will  coft  you;  will  you  ft^nd  your  hazard  ?  Yes, 
yes,  fays  Ghrift :  what  will  I  not  do  for  thy  glory,  and  for 
thofe  miserable  finners  ?  Wh'at  will  I  not  fuffer  for  them  ? 
Let  it  be  infinitevengeance,!  bear  ijt  for  them.- — Content, 
•content^  t^ien  fays  the  Father;  and  therefore,  "  Awake, 
O  fword,  againft  my  Shepherd,  ^nd  againft  the  man  that 
is  my  Fellow ;  fmite  the  Shepherd."  Well,  the  Shepherd, 
the  man,  the  wonderful  man,'  is  fmitten,  and  the  bloody 
ftroak  opens  a  wide  gap  in  his  heart,  fromr  hence  ftreams 
a  river  of  blood ;  **  A  river,  t][ie  ttreams  whereof  make 
glad  the  city  of  God:"  and  of  this  river  you  are  called 
to  drink  this  day.  Chrift  having  fg^crificed  himfelf  a. 
peace-ofFering  to  the  Lord  of  hofts.  He,  as  the  antitype 
of  Mofes,  did  fprinkle  the  blood  of  the  facrifice  on  the 
people ;  and  therefore,  "  In  the  fame  manner,  after  fup* 
per,  alfo  he  took  the  cup,  when  he  haid  fupped,  faying, 
This  cup/  is  the  New  Teftament  in  my  blood;  this  do,, 
as  oft  as  you  drink  it,  in  remembrance  of  me;  for,  as  oft 
as  ye  eat  this  bread,  and  drink  this  cup,  ye  do  flie w  forth 
the  Lord's  death  till  he  come  again — ^Without  the  ftied- 
ding  of  blood  there  is  no  remiffion ;"  but  there  is  blood 
fixed;  take  it,  and  remiffion  of  your  fins  with  it;  it  is 
worthy  blood,  the  blood  of  the  man  that  is  God's  Fel- 
low :  the  fword  of  juftice  has  got  fuoh  a  full  draught  of 
this  blood,  that  it  craves  no  more.  As  long  as  God's 
juftice  is  demanding  vengeance',  no«  man  can  ftand  be- 
ibre  God;  hut  hefe  juftice  has  no  more  to  crave  r  fo' 
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the  fattsfaftion  Chrift  gave  was  full  meafure,  heaped  up; 
and  running  over;  he  offered  himfelf  to  Gudv  for  a 
fweet-fmclling  favour;  juftice  vas  pacified  and  falisfiecJ, 
and  love  got  a  vent  towards  man  :  and  hence,  inftead  of 
cup  of  wrath,  you  have  a  cup  of  love  to  drink.  What 
was  juftice  feeking  from  Chrift,  when  the  fword  was' 
running  through  his  heart  ?  Why,  juftice  was  even 
purfuing  him  for  your  debt,  and  exafting  all  of  the 
Surety  that  was  due  by  you.  May  it  not  afl'eft  the  heart 
of  any  debitor,  that  has  the  leaft  fpark  or  remains  of 
ingenuity,  to  fee  his  cautioner  dragged  to  prifon^^or  his 
debt?  But  here  you  fee  more,  the  fword  of  juftice  not 
only  arrefl:ing  your  Surety,  but  running  him  through, 
and  killing  him.  O  may  not  this  fill  you  with  hatred 
of  your  fins,  and  love  to  your  Surety,  that  was  fo  well 
pleafed  to  be  thus  dealt  with  for  you!  Let  not  unbe- 
lief fay,  that  you  cannot  think  that  this  blood  was  Ihed 
for  fuch  a  hcllifli  finncr,  fuch  a  wonderful  finner  aa 
you  ;  tor  it  would  not  be  fuch  wonderful  blood,  if  it 
■was  not  for  the  cleanfing  of  fuch  wonderful  fmners:  be 
your  fins  what  they  will,  lay  them  under  the  covert  of 
this  blood,  the  blood  of  the  man  that  is  God's  Fellaw ; 
as  fure  as  be  was  fmitten  you  fliall  efcape  ;  for,  "  He  . 
was  wounded  for  our  fins.''  True,  when  he  was  wounds 
cd  by  the  awakened  fword,  he  might  have  cried,  O  Fa- 
ther, thefe  fins  are  not  mine  ;  thefe  tranfgreffions  are  not 
mine  J  thefe  faults  and  mifcarriages,  thefe  black  crimcfe 
are  not  mine;  why  Ihould  I  be  fmitten  for  them  ?  No, 
no:  there  tvas  never  fuch  a  word  in  his  mouth.  Love 
breathed  out  fome  other  language  ;  *  I  was  content,  as 

<  a  Surety,  to  take  all  that  fin  and  guilt  upon  me ; 
*  and  now,  I  am  as  content  to  bear  the  weight  of 'all  that 

<  wrath  and  vengeance    that  their    fins  deferyed.'     O 
mighty  love'! 

Now,  my  dear  friends,  the  time  of  a  communion  a£ti- 
cn  Ihould  be  a  bufy  time.  When  you  fee  the  fword  of 
juftice  awakened  againft  Chrift,  O  lay  all  the  enemieg 
of  God,  efpecially  his  enemies  within  you,  under  the 
ftroak  of  his  fword  of  juftice  :  bring  all  your  lufts  and 
idols  to  the  juftice  of  God,  faying.  Awake,  O  fword  of 
juftig?  againll  thefe  any.  fins  and  fmitQ  \ivcm*  '^\i^\x5k«*^ 
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you  of  this  love,  believers  ?  What  think  you  of  this 
love,  communicants  ?  What  think  you  of  this  love, 
fpeftators  ?  If  U  hbd  not  been  for  tiiis,  infte^d  of  weep^ 
ing  at  a  communion-table,  you  had  been  weeping  in 
hell.  Awake,  O  fward,  againll  my  lulls,  and  give 
this  lu(t  ^  ilroak,  and  that  fu^t  a  ftroakj  Awake,  O 
fword,  againfl  this  pride  and  pailion  of  mine,  and  give 
it  a  ftroak;  awake,  O  Iword,  againlt  that  'enmity,  un- 
belief,  and  legality  of  minq,  and  give  them  a  ftroak ; 
awake,  O  fw^'ord,  againii:  my  atheifm,  carnality,  and 
worldlyrmindeciuefs,  and  give  thefe  a  Ilroak;  awake, 
O  fword,  agi^inlt  my  filthinefs  and  fr6wardnefs^  my 
uncleapnefs  and  vilenefs  of  heart  and  way,  my'Delilal^. 
fins,  and  O  give  them  a  ftroak.-^Bring  forth  all  your . 
■fins,  and  particularly  tlie  fmsthat  eafily  befet  you,  bring 
them  forth  to  the  fword,  the  fword  of  juftice,"  to  ba 
hewed  in  pieces,  {ike  Agag,  before  the  Lord;  faying, 
Lord,  let  the  fword  that  awaked  againft  my  Lord,  awake 
againft  my  luftsj  that  they  may  be.  crucified  with  h-im, 
O  take  vengeance  on  thy  enemies  within  me!  O  it  will 
be  a  bleffed  communion- day  if  it  were  but  a,  day  of 
vengeance  upon  your  tins  and  lulls,  O!  cry  dawnthQ 
vengeance  of  the  fword -of  j^iftice  upon  them. 

And  as  you  flibuld  bring  fgrth  all  your  fins,  fo  bring 
forth  f»ll  your  wants  :  whatever  you  wai>t  to  your  owa 
fouls;  to  your  friends ;  to. your  family i  to  your  child^ 
ren ;  to  your  neighbojrs,  and  Ghriftian  acqjiia,intances^ 
that  dcfire  you  to  mind  them;  lay  all  your  wants. before  ' 
the  man  that  is  God*s  Fellow  j  who,  as  he  is  the  faerie 
fke  for  your  fins,  fp  he  is- the  ftore^ioqfe  for  your^fup^. 
,  ply ; . "  My  God  fhall  fupply  all  your  need,  according 
to  his  riches  in  glory,  byChrift  Jefus,"  Piiilip-  iv.  19,,. 
Wanjt  you  any  thing  for  the  church  of  Scotland?  Ouf;  . 
great  want  at  this  day  is  a  fpirit  of  zeal,  a  fpirit  of  love,^ 
and  a  found  mind;  the  want  of  God's  holy  Spirit  makes, 
much  dlvifion  and  diforder ;  O  cry  down  the  SpirK  i 
And  do  not  wonder  if  the  Shepherd  be  fmitte»,  that  the 
Ihcep  may  be  fcattered;  this  was  filled  when  all.  the  difn 
ciples  were  offended  becaufe  of  him,  in  the  night  whereia 
he  was  betrayed;  and  all  forfook  him  and  filed:  they 
fr'i^r<?  fcattered,  every  one  to  his  own,  Uk.q  fo  ixtany  timo^ 
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rous  ftieep,  and  lef  him  alone,  John  xvi.  31. — "  But 
I  wUl  turn  my  hand  on  my  little  ones  :"  fome  make 
that  word  a  threatening,  that,  as  Chrill  fuffered,  fo  (hall 
his  difciples  ;  they  Ihali  be  baptized  with  the  bloody 
baptifm  iie  was  baptifcd  with.  Think  notllrange,  if 
a  icaffuW  of  blood  Ihould  be  your  trial ;  if  you  be  a  be- 
liever indeed,  you  ili.ill  notwithllanding  overcome  by 
the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  by  the  blood  of  the  Shepherd, 
the  man  that  is  God's.  FeHow,  *'  I  will  turn  my  hand 
on  the  little  ones  :**  fome  make  it  a  promife,  that  God 
will  gather  together -the  fcattered  fheep ;  tlie  little  .ones 
among  Chrift's  fcholars,  may  be  divided  and  difperfed, 
but  they  Ihall  rally  again.  O  look  for  a  time  when  he 
will  return  ;  and,  in  mercy,  turn  his  hand  on  the  little 
ones.  - 

Now,  let  all  the  little  ones,'  the  poor,  weak,  feeble 
flieep  of  the  flock,  follow  and  lean  upon  the  great  Shep- 
herd that  was  fmitten  for  them,  and  he  will  fupply  all 
your  wants,  fubdue  all  your  iniquities,  pardon  all  yoiir 
fins,  and  bear  all  your  burdens,  and  fanftify  all  your 
croffea,  and  do  all  your  work  in  you  and  for  you.  If 
you  have  not  now  gotten  what  you  would  have,  cry  to 
him,  and  wait  upon  him,  and  let  h  be  the  top  of  your 
dcfires  arid  endeavours,  to  have  more  and  more  fellow^- 
ihip,  with  the  man  that  is  God's  Fe'low,  efpecrally  in 
his  being  the  only  facrlfice  to  the  fword  of  juftice  in 
yout"  room.  Upon  this  facrifije  wherewith  God  is  fo 
infinitely  well  pleafed,  let  all  your  hope  of  grace  and 
glory  depend. 

Now,  go  in  peace,  and  may  the  God  of  peace,  that 
broup^ht  again  from  the  dead  our  Lord  Jefus,  that  great 
Shepherd  of  the  flieep,  through  the  blood  of  the  ever- 
lafttng  covenant,  make  you  perfcft,  in  every  good  work« 
to  do  his  will ;  working  in  you  that  which  is  well  pleat- 
ing in  his  fiofht,  through  Jefus  Chrill;  to  whom  be  glory 
for  ever  and  ever*     Amen. 
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The    RKNT  VAIL  of  the   TEMPLR;    oi^, 
Accefs  to  the  Holy  of  Holies  by  the  DE  ITH 
^    of  CHRIST.  • 

M  A  t  T  H.    XXVil.    gik 

And  beboldi  ib^  Vail  qf  the  temple  kvas  rent  in  t^ain^  /rem  thi 
tap'  to  the  bottom^ 

,C  OME  here  nisty.  thinks  wliat  will  the  m'mifter  make 
*^  of  that  text,  and  what  relation  hath  it  to  the  work 
of  this  d^y  ?  Indeed^  I  cannot  pfonlife  to  make  any 
thing  of  it,  unlefs  the  Lord  himfeif  mdke  fomething  of 
it  to  you.  But,  with. his  help^  we  may  find  a  feall  in 
it  to  our  fouls  5  and  a  fuitable  ieaft  on  the  back  of  a  feaft, 
fuch  as  many  of  you  have  been  celebrating^  Chrift  hath 
been  evidently  fet  forth  crucified  among  you  this  day^ 
and  as  you  have  been  called  to  feaft  upon  his  paffion,  fo 
now  you  are  called  to  feaft  upon  the  fruits  and  effefits  of 
it.  Have  you  feen  him  dying  on  a  crofa  for  you  !  O 
'<:ome  and  fee  what  immediately  followed  upon  his  deaths 
*'  Behold,  the  vail  of  the  temple  was  rent  from  the  top 
to  the  bottom," — -That  I  may  divide  the  words,  and 
then  explain  them,  ,you  may  notice  here^ 

I.  The  connexion  of  this  verfe,  with  what  tircnt  be- 
fore, in  th(5  particle  and,  intimating^  the  time  of  this 
.miracle,  that  it  intended  the  death  of  Ghrift,.  verfe  50* 
•5  When  .he  had  cried,  with  a  loud  voice,  he  gave  up  the 
ghoft."  This  loud  cry  fignified,  that  his  death  Ihould  be 
public,  and  proclaimed  to  all  the  world,  as  it  hath  beea 
to  you  this  day ;  and  his  yielding  up  the  ghoft,  Ihewed^ 
that  he  voluntarily  refigned  his,  foul  to  be  an  offering 
for  fin,    according  to  his  undertaking  as  our  Surety, 

Ifa. 

#  "Tlys  fermon  was  preacfied  on  the  fabbath-cvening,  immediately  after  the 
ju3mjn3/l/at]ion  gf  ihc  uicrftmeni  of  the  Lord's  fupper  at  Cmrnoek;  Jul/  iitb^ 
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Ifa.  liii.  lo.  Death  being  the  penalty  for  the  breach  of 
the  firll  covenant,  "  Thou  Ihalt  furely  die;"  the  Medi- 
ator of  the  new  covenant  muft  make  atonement  by  means 
of  deaths  otherwife  no  remiffion.  Now,  he  gave  up 
the  ghoft/  and  immediately  the  vail  of  the  temple  was 
rent. 

2.  You  have  a  note  of  admiration,  Behold!  intimat- 
ing what  a  wonderful  thing  did  immediately*  enfue. 
Several  miracles,  befides  the  rending  of  the  vail,  are 
here  mentioned  ;  but  this  feems,  to  be  the  moll  remark- 
able. We  are  told,  that  the  earth  did  quake,  the  rock* 
rent,  graves  were  opened,  and  many  dead  bodies  of  the 
faints  arofe ;  but  that  which  is  put  in  the  firft  rank  of 
thgfe  miracles,  is,  that  the  vail  of  the  temple  was  rent 
in  i'upiin  :  and  we  find  the  evangclift  Mark  mentions 
this  in^particular,  and  none  of  the  reft  of  the  miracles 
here  named,  as  if  thi^  rending  of  the  vail  were  the  mi- 
racle moft  to  be  noticed,  as  containing  fomewhat  myfte- 
rious  and  fignlficant  therein,  Mark  x.  37,  38,  where  we 
have  the  very  fame  words^  "  Jefus  cried  with  a  loud 
voice,  and  gave  up  the  ghoft ;  and  the  vail  of  the  tem- 
ple was  rent  in  twain,  from  the  top  to  the  bottom.*'  And 
here  it  is  ulhered  in  with  a  Behold !  turn  afide  and  fee 
this  great  fight ;  be  aftonifhed  at  it.  But  what  are  we 
to  wonder  at.?  Then, 

3.  See  this  objed  of  admiration;  tlie  vail  of  the  tem- 
ple w;as  rent  in  twain,  juft  as  our  Lord  Jefus  expired  ; 
that  vail  of  the  temple  which  parted  betwixt  the  Holy 
Place  and  the  Moil  Holy,  was  rent  by  an  invifible 
power.  In  this,  and  the  reft  of  tiie  miracles,  Chrift 
gave  t^ftimony  to  his  Godhead ;  putting  forth  the  pow- 
er of  his  divine  nature  at  the  fame  time  wherein  his  hu- 
man nature,  his  foul  and  body,  were  rent  in  twain,  like 
the  vail  of  the  temple.  It  is  remarkable  how  the  evan- 
gelift  defcrihes  the  manner  in  which  the  vail  of  the 
temple  was  rent ;  Ihewing.what  a  full  and  intire  rent  it 
was.  Luke  fays,  *  it  was  rent  in  the  midft  ;'  and  here 
Matthew  and  Mark  fay,  *  it  was  rent  in  twain  :'  rent 
from  the  top  to  the  bottom ;  an  intire  rent.  But  what 
was  the  meaning  of  all  this  ?  What  did  the  rending  of 
tl}e  vail  figmfy  / 
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\  (.i.)'It  was  in  conformity  to  the  temple  of  Clhrift'Sf 
body  which  was  now  diflblved:  Ghrift  was  the  true  tem- 
ple, in  whom  dwells  all  the  fulnefs  of  the  Godhead  bo- 
dily. When  he  cried,  and  gave  up  the  ghoft,  and  fo 
djiffolved  and  rent  the  vail  of  his  flelh,  the  literal  temple 
did,  as  it  were,  echo  to  the  cry,  and  anfwei*  the  ftrokes 
by  rending  its  vail; 

(2.)  The  rending  of  the  vail  of  the  temple,  fignified 
the  revealing  of  the  myfteries  of  the  Oid  TeR'ament* 
The  vail  of  the  temple  was  for  concealriient ;  it  was  ex- 
tremely dangerous  for  any  to  fee  the  furniture  of  ths. 
tnoi\  holy  place  within  the.'^ail,  except  the  high  prieft) 
and  he  but  orice  a  year  with  great  cereraoayi  and 
through  a  cloud  of  fmoke  :  all  whicji  pointed  out  the 
darknefs  of  that  difpenfation,,  1  Cor.  iii>  13*  But  now^ 
at  the  death  of  Ghrift,  all  was  laid  open  ;  the  myfteries 
are  unvailed,  fo  that  he  tliat  runs  may  read  the  mean* 
ing  of  them. 

(3.)  The  rending;  of  the  vail  of  the  temple  Ugnified 
the  uniting  of  Jews  and  Gentiles,  by  removing  the  par'-' 
tition-wall  betwixt  them,  which  was  the  cerenioniall 
law  ;  Ghrift,  by  his  death  repealed  it,  and  cancelled 
that  hand-writing  of  ordinances,  nailed  it  ori  the  croffi, 
and  fo  broke  down  the  middle  wall  of  partition ;  and, 
by  abolilhing  thefe  inftitutions  and  ceremonies,  by  which 
the  Jews  were  diftingaiflied  from  all  other  people,  he  abo- 
liftied  in  his  flefti  the  enmity,  even  the  law  of  command- 
ments, contained  in  ordinances^  for  to  make  in  himfelf  of 
twain  one  new  man,  Eph.  ii.  14.  15.  Juft  as.  two  rooms 
are  made  one,  by  taking  down  the  panition-wal). 

(4.)  The  rending  of  the  vail  did  efpecially  fignifythe 
confecratihg  and  opening  of  a  new  and  living  way  to  God.- 
The  vail  kept  off  people  from  drawing  near  tp  the  moft 
holy  place  ;  but  the  rending  of  it  fignified,  that  Ghrift^ 
by  his  death,  opened  a  way  tp  God  for  himfelf,  as  our 
bleffed  High-prieft  ;  and  for  us  in  him. 

I.  For  himfelf:  this  was  the  great:  day  df  ttouementy 

wherein  the  High-prieft,  not' by  the  blood  of  goats  and 

dalves^  but  by  his  own  blood  entered  once  for  all  into 

the  holy  place ;  in  token  of  which,  the  vail  was  rent, 

Hcl?.  ix.  j^ 12,*     Though  GVvnS.  dvd  tiOt  ^tfonally 
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afcend  to  heaven,  .the  holy  place  not  made  with  hands> . 
that  is,  to  heaven,  till   above  forty  days  after;  y^t  he. 
immediately   acquired   a  rigiit  to  enter,  and  had  a  vir- 
tual adniiflion  :  his  entrance  into  the  heavenly  temple,* 
into  the  holy  of  holicsj  began  in  his  death  ;  having  of- 
•fered  his   faorifice   in   the  outer-coiirt,  the   blood  of  it 
was  to  be  fprinkled  on  the   mercy ^feat  within  the  vailj 
according  to  the  mfi;mer  of  the  prJells  under  the  law  : 
but /low   the  Ie:>;al  fhadows   were   all  to  evanilh  :  the 
great)  the  true  High-priell  hiving  by  his  own  blood  eri-* 
tered,  arid  fc  procured, 

2/  For 'us  an  open  entrance  into  the  true  holy  of  ho- 
lies,  as  the  apoftlc   applies  it,  Hcb.  x.  19,  20.     *'  We 
have  boldnefs  to  enter  into  the  holieU,  by  the  blood  of 
Jei'usj  by  a  new   and  living  way,  which  he  hath  confe-* 
crated  for' us  throuj^h  the  Vail.^'  We  have  now  free  ac- 
cefs  to  come  with  boldnefs  to  a  throne  of  grace,  to  a  God 
in  Chrift^  Hc'b.  iv.  16.  The  vail  of  the  temple  did  fd 
interpofe  betwixt  the  people  and  the  mofl  holy  place, 
that  tliey  could  neither  go  in,  nor  look  into  it,  but  only 
the  prieftj  iii  the  manner   that  I  fuid   before ;  but  the 
rending  of  the  vail  fignified,  that  the  true  holy  of  holies,  - 
heaven  itfelf,  is  now  open  to  us,  by  the  entrance  of  asjr 
great  High-priefi,  that  we  alfo  mAy  enter  in  by  faith^ 
as  a  royal  prieilhood,  following  our  Forerunner,  wi)o.. 
fgr  us  hath  entered   within  the  vail,  Heb.  vi.  19.    No-.-  v 
thing  can  ob(lru£l  or  difcourage  our  accefs  to  God  in 
his  grace  and  glory,  for  -the  vail  is  rent. 

Now,  I  am '  to  touch  a.  little  at  the  fpecial  myftery 
here  reprefented,  "  Behold,  the  vail  of  the  temple  was 
rent  in  twain,  from  the  top  tOthe  bottom.'* 

.  Obsek.  That  Chrift,  by  his  death  hath- rent  the  vait 
that  imerpofed  betwixt  God  and  us,  and.obllru£l<Kl 
our  accefs  to  him*  ^ 

He  gave  up  the  ghoft,  dnd  behold,  the  vail  was  rent, 
t  Pet.  iii,  18.  "Chrift  hath  once  fuffefed  for  fins,  th6 
juttfor  the  uhjuft.     Why?  That  he  might  bring  us' to 
God  j"  find,  iii  order  thereunto,  thai  hd  might  rend  tU^^ 
vail  of  gyilr  an4  wrath  tiiat  interpofed  \>il\\'vsx  \x^  ^"^«^- 
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bira,  that  he  might  take  away  the  cherubims  and  flam- 
iiig  fword,  and  open  a  way  to  the  tree  of  life. 

The  method  wherein  I  fliall  fpeak  of  this  fubje£t, 
fllall  be>*to  fliew^ 

I.  "What  ip  that  Vail  that  interpofed  betwixt  God  and 

US; 

II.  How  the  death  of  Ghrift  hath  tent  that  vail. 
IIL  In  what  manner  is  the  vail  rem. 

IVi  Fof  what  end  the  vail  is  rent.' 
V.  Draw  foiiie  Inferences  froni  the  whole  for  appli* 
cation* 

T*liefe  ntay  be  fbttte  hefe  that  came  to  this  occafion> 
to  enquire  into  God's  temple',  to  fee  his  beauty  and 
glory  there,  and  to  get  near  to  God;  but,  ah 5  ihey  are 
complainings  they  have  loll  their  etid  |  why  ?  they  ap* 
prehended  a  Vail  betwixt  them  and  the  glory  of  God, 
and  tfiought  it  impoffible  to  get  through  the- vail  :  but 
perhaps^  ypu  knew  not  that  the  vail  of  the  temple  was 
rent  y  and  therefore  you  have  not  fcen  the  beauty  of 
the  Lord  in  his  temple*  If  you  had  known  that  the 
Vail  was  rent  from  the  top  to  the  bottom^  you  would 
have  gone  in  more  b6ldly  to  the  moft  holy  place ;  and 
if  yet  you  will  believe  that  the  vail  isrenl,  I  can  pro* 
imife  that  you  fhall  not  mifs  a  fight  of  hr^  glory,  throuj^h 
the  rent  vail :  "  Did  I  not  fay  tb  thee^  if  thou  wouldft 
btrlieve,  thou  Ihalt  fee  the  glory  of  God  ?"  But  l  pro» 
ceed  in^the  method  propofed* 

I.  What  IS. that  vail  that  interpofed  betwi5ct  God  and 
us  ?  Not  ta  fpeak  of  the  vail  of  OIc:*Teftament  fhadows 
jind  ceremonies,  now  rent  and  removed  by  the  death  of 
ChrilU  there  are  fome  vails  that,  in  a  fpecial  manner, 

m  obllrufted  our  accefs  to  God  ;  and  they  may  be  reduc- 
ed to  thefe  three^  the  vail  of  a  broken  covenant,  the  vail 
of  God's  injured  attributes,  atld  the  vail  of  man's  lin» 

I,  The  vail  of  a  broken  covenant,  or  law  of  works. 
The  covenant  of  works,  you  know,  was,  Do  and  Live, 
otherwile  you  fliall  die  ;  *'  In  the  day  thou  eatell^  thou 

j&alc  farelydit*^^     In  which  cov^tva^iiX^  ^OMfee^  there 


Serm;  Iti  oV    »rn E    T  E  M  t  L  E.  ti$ 

was  a  precept,  a  promife,  and  a  penalty.  The  precept 
was  Do,  or  perfeft  ol')edlence  ;  the  promife  was  Life, 
or  eternal  happinefs  upon  obediertce ;  and  the  penalty 
was  death  and  eternal  damnation,  in  cafe  pfdifcb^dience. 
Now,  man  by  his  fm  hath  broken  the  precept  of  that 
covenant,  and  fo  forfeited  the  promife  of  li/e,  and  in- 
curred the  penalty  of  desith.  If  ever  we  have  accefs  to 
God,  this  broken  precept  muft  be  repaired,  this  f(trfeii* 
cd  life  mull  be  redeemed,  this  penalty  muft  be  execute. 
Here  is  a  vail  that  feparales  betwixt  God  and  us;  a  vail 
that  neither  men  nor  angels  can  rend,  and  yet  a  vail 
that  muft  be  rent,  otherwife  we  die  and  perifti  for  ever; 
and  this  vail  is  the  harder-  to  be  rent,  bccaufe  of  the 
following,  namely, 

2.  The  vail  of  God^s  injured  Perfcdlionsj  particular- 
ly, his  incenfed  juftice,  and  injured  holinefs.  Juftice, 
infinite  juftice,  was  a  black  vail  that  obftrufted  our  ac- 
cefs to  heaVen  ;  for  God  became  an  angry  God,  a  God 
filled  with  fierce  wrath  againtt  the  finner.  God  hatli 
fet  this  penalty  upon  the  law,  commanding  perfcdl  obe- 
dience  upon  pain  of  death  :  Gt)d's  juftice  was  engaged 
to  make  this  penalty  effcftual  upon  man's  falling  into 
fin,  JTothing  can  fatisfy  juftice  but  infinite  punifti- 
meht ;  *'  The  wages  of  fin  is  death :  and  God  will,  by 
no  m^ans  clear  the  guilty  :"  And  fo,  if  this  vail  be  not 
rent  by.  a  complete  fatisfa61:ioh,  the  guilty  finner  mull 
po  down  to  the  pit*  The  holinefs  of  God  alio  was  in- 
jured by  the  breach  of  the  law  ;  *'  Sin  is  a  tranfjpjreflion 
of  the  law;'^  a  tranfgreffion  of  the  precept.  Now,  as 
God's  juftice  ftands  up  in  defence  of  the  threatening  and 
penalty,  fo  his  holinefs  ftands  up  for  the  defence  of  the 
precept  and  command  of  the  holy  lavV.  God  cannot 
juftify  the  finner,  nor  accept  of  him  as  righteous,  un- 
lefs  he  hath  a  complete  righteoufnefs;  not  a  lame,  par- 
tial, and  imperfeft  righteoufnefs ;  but  a  righteoulnefs 
every  way  commenfurate  to  the  extenfive  precept  of  the 
law,  will  fatisfy  an  infinitely  holy  God.  As  infinite 
juftice  cannot  be  fatisfied,  without  a  complete  fatisfac- 
tion,  anfwering  to  the  threatening  and  penalty  of  the 
law ;  fj  the  infinite  holinefs  of  God  cannot  be  fatisfied 
without  a  pcrfeft  obedience,  anfwerabU  lo  v\v^  ^^^^^^^^ 

II  2  ^^^ 
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and  coiTimand  of  the  Hw.     Now,  our  natural  want  of 
ahiliry  to  yield'  fatisfaftton,  and  our  natural    want  of 

'perfed\  conformity  to  the  law,  make  jullice  and  holinefs, 
and  other  perfeflions  oj^  God,  Hand  in  the  way  of  our 
f-d.'vation,  and  of  our  acccfs  to  heaven,  like  a  vail  that 
can  never  be  rent  by  us  ;  efpeciaily  cohfiderxng,  that 
there  is, 

3.  A  third  vail,  and  that  is  the  va'I  of  fin  on  our 
part.  T»us  is  a  feparating  vail  betwixt  God  and  us, 
Ifa.  lix.  2.  "  Youi"  iniquities  have  jeparated  betwixt  you 
and  your  Go^.'*  Now,  before  we  can  get  near  unto 
Goci,  tnis  vail  muft  be  rent,  the  guilt  of  fin  mult  be  ex- 
piated; for  without  fhedding  of  biood  tiiere  is  no  reniif* 
fion  :  the  filth  of  fin  mull  be  purged;  for,  who  fhall 
alceud  to  the  hill  of  the  Lord,  and  fland  in  his  ht)ly.  place, 

•  but  he.  tfiat  hath  clean  hands  and  a  pure  heart  ?  The 
power  of  fin  mult  be  broken.— ^There  is,  by  nature,  in 
us  ail  a  power  of  ignorance  ;  our  minds  are  become  a^ 
dungeon  o;'  darknefs,  and  this  is  fuch  a  Vail  betwixt  God 
and  uSj  that  unlefs  it  be^removed,  there  is  no  hopes  -of 
mercy  :  therefore  fays  the  prophet,  *'  It  is  a  people  df 
no  underftanding;  therefore  he  that  made  them,  will  not 
have  mercy  on  them."— There  ig^iii  us  a  power  of  en- 
mity, ''The  carnal  mind  is  enrriity  againftGod,"  etc. 
We  are  enemies  to  God  by  wicked  works  :  this  i^  ano- 
ther vail  that  muR  be  rent  by  the  arm  of  Almighty  pow- 
er; for  it  is'a  vail  and  curtain  that  the  deVil  hath  ftrong- 
ly  wroU\5ht,  like  a  web,  with  the  warp  and  v/aft  of  pride', 
carnality,  fecurJty,  worldlinefs,  and  all  other  wickednefs 
whatfoever,  which  are  but  fo  many  threads  and  pieces  of 
this  web,  this  vail  of  enmity. — There  ijs  a  power  of  un- 
belief, that  is  another  vail,  that  on  cur  part  ftands  be- 
twixt us  and  the  holy  place,  and  feparates  QS"from  divine 
favour;  "  He  that  believeth  not,  is  condemned  already.'* 

II.  The  Second  thing,^  How  the  death  of  Chrift  hath   * 
rent  the  vail :  when  he  gave  up  the  gUoft,  behold  tbe 
vail  was  rent.  "        . 

I.  By  the  death  of  Chrift  the  Vail  of  a  broken  cove- 

nant  was  rent  in  twain,  fo  as  we  mighty  ge^  to  God 

through  that  Vail  of  the  law  *,  iox  \\v^  V^w  was  fulfilled 

\^ 
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in  every  part  of  it,  by  his  obedience  to  the  death.  Was 
the  pfvC^'pt  ot  Lae  law  a  per  ccl  obedience  ?  Wei-,  Chrift 
by  his  cbedicuce  to  the  death,  did  magnify  the  law,  and 
make  it  honourable,  broii^fht  in  an  everlalliftg  righte- 
oulncfs  :  his  death  wa=?  th--  finilliing  ftroke,  the  hi*<hett 
-act  ol  that  obedience  whereby  tjie  ia  a'  was  fulfilled.  Vv^as 
the  proiuife  of  lile  in  the  law,  or  firfl  covenant  lorfeitcd 
by  lis  ?  Well,  Ciirilt  rent  this  vail  by  redeeming  the 
forfeiture  with  the  price  of  his  bh^od  :  he  bought  back 
the  inheritance  for  us  tliat  we  had  loll,  makin;^  a  pur* 
<:hafe«oi  us,  and  ol  eternal  falvaiion  for  us.     Was   the 

-  pe-nulty  of  death  in  the  law  Handing  alfo  in  the  \lay  ? 
Weil,  Chrill  comes  in  the  finner's  room,  enJures  thig 
penalty,  by  coming  under  the  cirfe  of  the  hiw,  becom- 
ing obedient  to  the  dc^ath,  endi.iring  the  wrath  of  God, 
■find  delivering  us  from  the  wra'h  to  come  :  and  fo  be- 
hold, the  vail  of  a  broken  coven mt  was  rent. 

a.  By  the  death  of  Chri.l,  the  vail  of  God's  injured 
Attributes,  that  llooJ  b.twixt  GoJ  and  us,  was  rent 
ancf  removed.  Chriil  hath  iatislied  the  juftice  of  God, 
by  offering  himrelf  a  fav'.rifi.:e,  Kp!i.  v.  2.  This  oiFer- 
ing  being'  through  the  eternal  Spirit,  it  was  of  mfiniie 
•tvorth  aixi  value  :  here  the  altar  fandlified  the  gift;  the 
altar  wa^  the  Godhead  of  Ciirill,  the  offering  was  made 
upon  the  altar  of  the  divine  nature  ;  and  therefore  this 
-blood  of  Chriit  is  called  the  blood  of  God.  This  fa- 
crifice*wa$  of  infinite   worth   and  value,  foi*  doing  the 

.  bufmcfs  of  poor  man,  in  atoning  juttice,  and  fo  rend- 
ing this  vail.  But  now,  as  Chriil.  halh*  Ifetisficd  the 
jullice  Qf  God,  by  e^ndUriiig  the  penalty  and  threaten- 
ing of  the  law;  fo  he  hath  vindicated  the  holinels  of 
Godi  by  fulfilling  the  precept  and  command  of  the  la\v, 
which  he  not  only  did  throtigh  the  whole  courfe  of  hi-s 
life,  but  perfe£lly  finifiied  in  his  death.  Now,  if  Chrift 
'hath  fulfilled  the  law,  fatisfie^  the  juftice,  and  vindi- 
cated the  holinefs  of  God,  by  his  obedience  to  the 
death,  then  we  may  fee  and  fay,  *^  Behold  the  vrail  was. 
rent."     But, 

•3'.  There  is  the  vail  of  fin  on  our  part :  How  is  this 
Tent  ty  the  death  of  Chrill  ?  Why^  the  Laiixb  was  fa-, 

H  3,  ^t'vSi:;*^^ 
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crificed  to  Tend  and  remove  this  vail,  *^  Behold  the 
Lamb  of  God,"  that  takes  away  the  fm  of  the  world." 
By  hfe  death,  the  guilt  of  fin  is  expiated  5  for  God  fet 
him  forth'to  ha  a  propitiation  through  faith  in  his  blood, 
to  declare  his  righteoufnefs  for  the  remiffion  of  fins,  Sec, 
By  his  death  the  filth  of  fin  is  purged  ;  *'  For  the  blood 
of  Chrill  clsanfeth  from  all  fin  ;'*  and  that  both  merito- 
rioufly  and  efficacioufly  ;  for,  by  his  death,  the  power 
of  fin  alia  is  broken  fundamentally,  feeing  by  his  death 
he  purchafed  the   Spirit ;  which,  in  due  time,  he  pour^ 
out,  and  thereby  aftually  removes  the  vail  on'  our  part, 
which  fie  had. done  fundamentally  and  virtually  on  the 
crofs.  By  this  purchased  Spirit  he  rends  the  vails  of  dark- 
nefs  and  ignorance  :  *'  The  God  who  commanded  light 
to  fliine  out  of  darknefs,  fliines   irtto  the  he2irt,*V  etc. 
AH  the  light  of  nature,  reafpn,  education,  and  human 
literature  cannot  rend  this  vaH,  till  the  man  repeive  the 
Spirit  of  wifdom  and  revelation  in  the  knowledge   of 
Chrift,  By  this  purchafed  Spirit  he  rehds  the  v^ail  of  en- 
jnity»  fhedding  abroad  his  love  upon  the  heart  j  and  in- 
deed th^  vievv  apd  apprehenfion  of  God'a  mighty  love  in 
Chrift,  can  r^nd  that  mighty  vail  of  enmity ;  for  we  love 
him  wlienever  we  fe^  that  he  firft  loved  us,  i  John  iv. 
19.  When  'the  foul  fees  the  God,  whofe  majefty  h^ 
dreaded,   is  now  a  God  in  Chrift^,  reconciled  to  the  foul 
through  the  facrifice  that  Chrift  offered  up,  then  the  foul 
is  reconciled  to  God,   and  fo  the  vail  of  enmity  rent  in 
twain,  By  this  purchafed  Spirit  he  rends  alfothe  vail  of 
unbelief','  for,  as  he  is  a  Spirit  of  ligbt^  to  remove  the 
vail  of  darknefs,  and  a  Spirit  of  love,  to  remove  the  vail 
of  enmity ;  fo  he  comes  into  the  heart,  as  a  Spirit  of  faithj 
and  removes  the  vail  of  unbelief;  he  begins  the  ,rent  of 
•humiliation,  when  he  rends  the  heart  in  twain  with  a 
fenfe  of  fin,  and  a  fight  of  its   undpn'e  ftate  i  when  he 
makes  th6  foul    take  with  fin,    and   juftify  tlie  Lord^ 
though  he  Ihould  danin  him  for  his  fin.     He  makes  th& 
rent  of  the  vail  wider  by  a. gracious  manifeftation,  like 
that,  John  ii,  11.  *'  He'manifefted  forth  his  glory,  and  his 
difc'iples  believed  on  him."     Thus  he  rends  the  vail  of 
unbeliefs  and  cqmpl^ats  the  rent  of  this  vail  when  faitji 

is 
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is  turned  into  vifion.-^Thus  you  fee  how  by  bis  death 
tlie.  vail  was  rent, 

III.  The  Third  thino:,  In  uhat  Manner  was,  the  vail 
rent?  All  I  fay  on  this  head,  lliall  be  in  allufion  fliort* 
ly  to  the  reniling  of  the  V2^il  oi]  the  temple  here  :  which 
we  fee,  was  in  a  wonderful  manner  uflier<^d  in  with  a 
Behold, 

.1.  Behold,  it  was  rent;  not  o|ily  drawn  afide,  but 
rent.  The  curtain  was  not  only  drawn  afide,  but  torn  to 
pieces,  as  if  God  had  been  difplcafed  at  the  vail  of  parti- 
tion betwixt  him  and  us;  angry  at  the  vail  of  feparation, 
and  enraged  that  there  Ihould  have  been  any  vail  to  in- 
tercept between  him  and  us,  God's  heart  was  fct  upon  a 
reconciliatic'U  betwixt  him  and.  us,  and  therefore  his 
hand  tears  the  v  curtain  th-^t  was  hanging  up  betwixt 
him  and  us  ;  gave  it  fuch  a  rent,  as  it  might  never  be 
whole  again;  all  the  devils  in  hell  cannot  few  up  the 
rent,  fo  as  to  diTappoint  God's  defign  of  bringing  his 
people  into  union  and  communion  with  him. 

2.  Behold,  the  vail  of  the  temple  was  not  only  rent^ 
but  rent  in  twain:  the  vail  that  was  one,  was  made 
two,  that  God  and  man,  who  were  two^  might  be  made 
one.  It  was  not  half  rent,  but  wholly  rent;  rent  in 
twain,  a  fviH  and.  complete  rent;  fliewiag,,  that  Chrift,. 
by  his  death.,  would  not  be  a  half  Saviour,  but  aco0ipletc 
Saviour^  and  the  Author  of  a  full  and  complete  falvati-. 
on;  taki.nor  entirely  out  of  th^  v/ay  whatever  feparated 
betwixt  God  and  us,  not  leaving  fo  much  as  a  llitch  of 
the  curtain  to  hold  the  two  fides  of  the  vail  together ; 
no,  the  vail  was  reut  iu  twain.     And  not  only  fo,  but^ 

3.  Behold  the  vail  was  rent  from  the  top-  ta  the 
^oTTo^M  :  The  vail  was  rent  from  the»Top,  the  higheft 
thing  that  feparated  betwixt  God  and  us  was  rent  iu 
Iwaiil ;  we  could  never  have  reached  up  to  the  top  of 
the  vail ;  yea,  the  hands  and  arms  of  all  thq  u^en  en 
earth,  and  angels  in  heaven,  were  too  Ihort  to  reach 
to  the  top  of  the  infinite  julUce  and  holinefs  of  God,  that 
interpofed  betwixt  him  and  us:  the  top  of  this  vail,  this 
wall  of  partiiion,  was  higher  than  heaven ;  what  could 
iKfe  OF:  any  other  creature  do  for  rending  ll  feova\!cv^x.cs^^ 
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But  Chrift  put  up  his  hand,  as  it  Were,  to  the  top  of 
the  vail,  and  rent  it  from  the  top.  The  rent  begins  at 
the  top,  but  it  does  not  ftop  here :  For,       • 

4.  The  Vaiil  is  alfo  rent  to  the  bqttdm  :  the  bottom 
of  this  vail,.  tha.t  did  feparate  betwixt  God  and  us,  did 
reach  as  deep  as  the  ;bottom  of  helJ :  who  cDuld  defcend 
to  hell  for, us  to  retid  the  vail  to  the,  bottom  ?  Ac- 
cording to  the  lamentation,  of  one  Joannes  Senega  up- 
on his  de£^th-bed,  ^  We  have  here,  (fays  he)  fome  that 
^  will  go  to  the  quire  for  us,  fome,  that  will  play  for  us, 

*  fome  that  will  fay  Mafs  for  us,  fome  that  \yill  pray  for 
>  us;  but  where  is  there  one  that  will  go  to  hell  for. 
<  us  ?'  But,  O  happy  believer,  Ghrill  is  one  that  hath 
gone  to  hell  for  you,  that  he  might  quench  all  the 
flames  of  hell  with  his  blood,  and  conquer  all  the  powers^ 
of  hell  that  werer^  the  w:^y  betwixt  you  and  heaven. 
He  defcended  to  hell,  in  a  manner,  that  he  might  rend  . 
the  bottom  of  the  VaiL  But  there  is  yet  more  here,  he; 
not  only  rends  th^  vail  at  the  top  andi  at  ^Iiq  bottom^ 
but, 

.5.  From  the  top  to  the  bottom  all  is  rentj  both  the 
top  and  the  bottom,  and  all  that  is  betwixt  the  top  and 
the  bottom,  all  the'  impediments  betwixt  heaven  and 
hell  are  removed.  Though  heaven  be  purchafed,  and 
hell  v'anquiflied,  yet  there  might  be  fomething  in  the 
©arj;h,  fomething  in  the  world,  betwixt  heaven  and 
hell  that  might  obftrudl  the  paffage  to  the  holiell;  well,^ 
but  the  rent  is  from  the  tpp .  to  the  bottom  :  all  that 
comes  betwijjt  the  top  and  the  bottom  is  rent  as  well  as 
both  ends  ;  fo  that  there  is  accefs  from  the  loweft  part 
of  mifery  to  the  higheft' happinefs,  a  long  rent,  in  a 
manner,  from  the  top  of  heaven  to  the  bottom  of  hell. 
,We  fell  as  low  as  hell  by  lin,  but  Ghrift  by  his  death 
hath  made  an  open  way  from  hell  to  heaven;  for, 
*'  Behold,  the  vail  was  rent  in  twain  from  the  top  ta, 

•  the  bottom.'*' 

IV.  The  Fourth  thing,  Por  what  Enix  was  the  vail 
rent?  I  fhall  tell  you  only  tbefe  two  ends  of  it.  i.  That 
Chrill  might,  enter  intp'the  holieft  as  oi^r  Jiigh-pfieft  f6f 

ufi. 
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us.     2.  That  wc  might  enter  in  alfo  after  him  and  thro* 
'  him.. 

I.  I  fay^  the  vail  of  the  temple  was  rent,  that  Chrift     " 
our  glorious  Hi;^h-prie!l  mi/!u  enter  into  the  holy  of 

^  holies  in   our  nume.     I' toKl  you,   that  the  vail  of  the 
temple-  was  that  which  p.irtcJ  betwixt  the  holy  place  an4 

^  the  mod  holy,  and  which  kept  off  pjople  from  drawing 
near  to  the  moll  holy  place,  Tje  vail  was  for  conceal- 
Tnent;  and  none  miglu  enter  within  tiie  vail  hutthe  higli- 
prieil,  and  he  was  not  to  enter  in  without  blood,  the 
plood  of  the  fa:rifice  along  wiih  him,  as  you  lee,  Ht-b, 
ix.  3.  7.  Now,  the  molt  holy  plvce  was  a  type  of  hea« 
ven;  fo  our  Lord  Jeius  Ghriil  having  flic^  his  own  blood 
.  entered  within  the  vail  into  heaven,  the  true  holy  of  ho^ 
lies,  carrying  in  with  him  the  blood  of  his  own  facrificc, 
Heb.  i^.  12.  *'  Not  by  the  blood  of  goats  and  calves, 
but  by  his  own  blood,   he  entered  in  once  into  the  holy 

f>lace."  Not  that  Ciirill  did  carry  into  heaven  his- own 
iibftantial  bloody  in  his  hand;  we  are  not  to  underfland 
it  fo  carnally,  but  that,  in  a  fpirituul  fenle,  and  virtually, 
.  he  did  fo.  Under  the  law,  the  day  of  atoncrnent  wa«  0 
u,pqn  that  day  when  the  high-prieil  went  into  the  holy  of 
holies,  Lev,  xvi.  30.;  on  that  day  the  people  were  par- 
doned all  their  fins,  .and  cleanfed  from  all  their  tranf- 
grelHons:  when  the  high-priefl:  had  bewi  within  the  vail 
in  the  holy  of  hcdies,  then  w^is  the  atonement  actually 
made:  though  the  blood  was  fhed  without  the  camp,  yet 
the  atonement  was  not  made  till  it  was  brought  into  the  » 
holy  place,  Lev.  xvi.  14,  15.  What  did  this  typify,  but 
that  our  atonement  was  pcrtefit'y  made  upoti  Chrifi's  go- 
ing into  the  holy  of  holies,  namely  heaven?  See  Heb, 
ix.  24.  "  For  Chriil  is  not  fentered  into  the  holy  pjaces 
inade  with  hands,  which  are  the  figures  of  the  true,  but 
into  heaven  itfelf,  now  to  appear  'nx  the  prefence  of  Grod 
for  lis.**  Perhaps  you  have  thpught  hitherto  that  the 
work  of  our  redemption  was  perfectly  completed  on  the 
crofs,  fo.  as  there  was  no  more  to  be  done;  but  know,  it 
was  not  enough  for  the  facrifice  to  be  killed  without  the 
camp,  but  the  blood  mud  be  carried  into  the  holy  of  ho- 
lies; all  was  not ^done  till  that  was  done.  Indeed  whet| 
Qbrill  diedy  the  iacrifice  was  l^jim,  lh^\Aoti^\^^^^^^^V 
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there  was  no  more  facriSce  to  mcceed,  all  was  finifliecj 
in  that  refpefl ;  but  yet  all  v>as  not  done  until  the  true 
vail  being  rent  as  well  as  the;  typical ;  the  blood  of 
Chrill  was  carried  into  the  holy  place  within  the  vail, 
that  is,  into  heaven,  Though  Chrift  did  not  perfonally 
'  ^fccnd  to  heaven,  as  Ifaid  in  the  e^iplication,  till  above 
forty  days  after,  >yet  he  immediately  acquired  a  right  to 
^nter,  and  had  a  virtual  admifl>on  i  fo  thVt  his  entrance 
began  in  his  death;  and  when  he  afcended  into. hea- 
ven he  completed  and  perfefted  that  in  his  own  perfon, 
in  the  true  holy  of  holies;  heaven  itfelf,  which  the  high- 
prieft  did  typically  in  the  figurative  holy  of.,holie^ji 
which  was  of  old  under  the  law  in  the  earth;  and  ther^ 
hath  Chrift,  in  the  power  and  virtue  of  his  blopd,^  made 
atonement :  and  as  the  high-pried  did  und^r  th.^  law, 
he  carried  in  with  him  all  the  names  of  all  the  tribes  of 
Ifrael  on  bV  breaft  ;  and  by  the  power  of  this  bipod  of 
the  facrifice  made  a  fuR  atonement.     iPut  then, 

a.  Another  end  of  rending  the  vail  was,  not  only- 
that  he  might  tpake  a  way  for  himfelf,  as  our  frieft,  in-t 
to  the  moft  holy  place,  hut  that  he  might  make  a  way 
for  us  in  him  ;  that  we  might  enter  in  alio,  and  have  acn 
cefs  to  God  thro'  him  ;  accefs  to  h^ayen  thro'  him.  See 
therefore  how  the  believer  is  faid  to  follow*  in  after  Chrill 
into  the  holieft  within  the  vail',  Heb.  vi,  19,  20.  They 
are  faid  to  flee  for  refuge  to  the  hope  fet  before  them,, 
"  Which  hope  we  have  as  an  anchor  of  the  foul,  botK 
fare  and  ftedfaft,  entering  into  that  within  the  vail,  whir, 
ther  the  Forerunner  is  for  us  entered,  eyen  Jefus,  made 
an  High-prieft  for  ever  after  the  order  of  MelchlfedeCj*. 
Heb.  X.  19,  20,  We  have  boldnefs  to  enter  intp  the  ho- 
lieft by  the  blood  of  Jefus,  by  a  new  and  living  way,, 
which  he  hath  confecrated  for  ns  through  the  vail,  that 
is  to  fay,  his  flefti/'  Where  our  way  to  heaven,  or  to. 
the  holieft,  is  faid  to  be  thro'  the  blood  of  Chrift ;  or, 
which  is  all  one,  thro'  his  flefh  offered  as  a  propitiatory 
facrifice;  by  which,  as  by  the  rent  vail,  we  have  bol,d- 
nefs  to  enter.  Now,  this  entrance  iilto  the  holieft,  or 
accefs  to.  God  that  we  have  in  Chrift,  is  two- fold,  either 
inchoative  here,  or  confummate  hereafter. 
^    (i.)  There  is  an  ii^itial^  inchoatiye^or  begun  entrance 
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that  we  have  into  the  holieft  in  time.  In  the  mod  holv 
place  W2^5  the  golden  altar,  and  Symbols  of  God's  pret- 
ence and  glorious  majefty,  and  accefs  thereto  was  tjpi-» 
cal  of  our  accefs  to  Goid  and  heaven ;  which'accefs  ue 
have  now  with  boldnefs  even  in  time,  through  the  rent 
vail  by  which  our  High-priell  hath  entered  into  the  holy' 
place,  Heb.  iv.  14.  1 6.  *'  Seeing  then  that  we  have  a 
great  High-prieft  that  is  paffed  into  the  heavens,  Jefus 
the  Son  of  God,  let  us  therefore  come  boldly  to  the 
throne  .of  grace,"  And  fo  it  is  inferred  from  this  fame 
dodtrine,  Heb.  x.  22.;  *'  Let  us  draw  near  with  a  true 
Jieart,  in  full  aflfurance  of  faith,"  Queft.  What  is  that 
nearnefs  to  God,  and  accefs  to  him,  that  a  man  hath  iti 
time,  whisn  he  is  brought  within  the  vail  ?  Anfw.  In 
a  word,  It  lies  not  only  in  the  firll  application  of  grace, 
^nd  change  of  the  man's  ftate,  when,  in  Chrill  Jefus,  he 
that  was  afi^r  off,  is  made  nigh  by  the  blood  of  Cbrifl; 
for,  whenever  the  virtue  of  that  blood  comes  upon  us, 
by  the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  God  cotnes  near  to  ys,  apd  we 
are  brought  near  to  God;  but  there  is  Hill  more  and 
more  nearnefs  enjoyed  by  his  people.  Exerc'fed  Chrif- 
tians  B,rt  abJe  to  give  a  diftin^  account  of  their  having 
this  nearnefs  at  fome  times,  and  of  their  want  of  it  at 
other  times,  He  may  be  fufpe^ed  indeed  for  an  hypo- 
crite that  hath  no  changes,  Pfal,  Iv.  19. ;  for  the  true 
Chriftian's  Iky  is  never  long  clear  and  without  clouds: 
change  of  weather,  and  change  of  way,  is  ufually  found 
by  travellers  to  heaven.  Every  believer  indeed  hath 
ftill  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  dwelling  in  him;  **  For,  If  any 
man  have  not  the  Spirit  oJ  Chrift,  he  is  none  of  his." 
But  there  are  fome  fingujar  outpourings  of  the  Spirit 
proraifed  and  beftowed,  and  well  known  by  all  believers, 
and  they  are  precious  enjoyments.  This  Spirit  the  world 
cannot  receive,  becaufe  it  fees  him  not,  neither  knows 
him,  fays  Chrift;  **  But  you  know  him,  for  he  dwells 
with  you,  and  lliall  be  in  you,"  John  xiv.  17. — This 
,  accefs  to  God  within  the  vail,  is  fometime^  experienced 
in  prayer ;  yea,  moft  frequently  in  that  exercife  is  the 
light  of  God's  countenance  lifted  up,  and  the  foul  made  to 
f^y,  '*  I  love  the  Lord,  becaufe  he  hath  heard  the  voice  of 
?py  fupplication."    Do  not  ye,  believ^ts,^tvo^  ^}cv\^^^J^^ 
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fometimes  you  have  been  fo  troubled  that  you  could 
not  fpeak?  PfaU  Ixxvii. '4. ;  that  your  hearts  have  been 
fo  bound   and   ilraitened,  that  you  could  do  nothing, 
and  fay  nothing  before  the  Lord,  but  fit  as  dumb  and 
oppreffed,    all  dark  above,    all    dead    within,  and   all 
doors  (hut  upon  you  I     You  durft  not  negleft  prayer, 
^nd  yet  you  could  ijot  perform  it ;  but   behold,  you 
have  quickly  found  the  two-leaved  gates  call  open  to 
you  ;  yOnr  hearts  enlarged,  and  mouths  wide  opened 
in  afking;  the  windows  of  heaven  open,  and  the  banks 
of  the  river  of  life    broken    down,    and    the    ftreams 
gufliing  in  upon  you,  like  that  in  L'a.xliv.  3.  ^'  I  will 
pour  w^ter  upon  him  that  is  thirfty,  and  floods  upon  th^ 
"dry  ground." — Alfo,  this  accefs  to  God  within  the  vail, 
is  fometimefs  experienced  in  fweet  communion  and  Fel-r 
lowfhip  with  God;  *'  Truly  our  ^ellowfliip  is  with  the 
Father,  and  with  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift."     This  commur 
nion  with  God  is  a  myftery,  fweet  indeed  tb  them  that 
have  iti  and  furpaffing  all  the  delights  of  fenfe  and  reafon ; 
biH  to  them  that  have  it  not,  it  is  incredible  and  unin- 
telligible: a  ftranger  intermeddles  not   with   this  joy. 
Ye  that  know  not  what  it  is,  although  the  word  be  full 
of  fuitable  and  fav-oury  expreffiuns  of  it,  yet  it  is  a  riddle 
and  dark  parable  to  you ;  it  is  only  tailing  of  it  that 
can  declare  its  tranfce'ndent  fweetnefs.  •*  O  tafle  and  fee 
that  God  is  good!"    You  that  know  what  it  is,  though 
)  ou  cannot  exprefs  it,  yet  yo'u  can  relifh  and  underlland 
fome  found  words  about  it.     It  may  be,  you  feel  it 
fometimes  in  the  fecret  retirements  of  the  houfe,  fome-t 
timesf  in  tfie  fields,  or'  under  a  bufti,  as  Nathanael  un- 
der the  fig-tree;  but  what  you  felt,  you  cannot  make 
the  world  undcrftand:  only,  when  the  Lord  direfts  the 
minifter  to  fpeak  fomewhat  fuitably  to  it,  then  you  are 
ready  to  think,  O  it  is  juft  like  the  tiling  I  felt  at  fuch 
a  time  and  fuch  a  place;  that  which  the  miniRef  is  fay- 
ing from  God^s  word,  hath  a  fweet  found  of  that  which 
I  got  yonder,  when  none  in  all  the  world  heard  me  or 
"faw  me:  "  But  (Nathanael)  when  thou -waft  uncler  the 
.fig-tree  I  faw  thee,"  fajs  Ghrift:  I  heard  you  groaning 
to  me;  I  faw  you  wreftling  v/ith  me;  I  put  your  tears  in 
/»/  tfotcle,  and  poured  in  my  comfocls  vwlo  '^ovir  foul.  .O, 
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know  you  what  it  is  to  be  brought  near  to  him,  and  to 
have  the  clouds  and  vails  riiat  are  on  your  hearts,  or 
on  your  faces,  fcattered,  and  the  light  of  his  countenance 
lifted  up  upon  you  ?  Have  you  not  been  fometinies  on 
the  mount,' fo  as  to  think,  O  how  good  i^  it  to  be  here? 
Have  you  not  known  what  the  warm  and  healing  beams 
of  the  Sufi  of  righteoufnefs  upon  you  are  ?  Have  you  not 
tafted  that  in  his  company  that  hath  made  all  the  wells 
of*  worldly -comfort,  like  puddle  water,  loa.hfome  anrf 
unfavoury  to  you;  -yea,  that  hath  made  you  gronc  in 
this  tabernacle,  and  long  to  be  at  that  complete  and  un- 
interrupted communion  above,  wJiereof  all  you  tafted 
on  earth  is  but  a  fmall  earneil  .--^However,  the  vail 
was  rent,  that  you  might  enter  within  the  vail  into  the 
hqlieft,  to  a  begun  heaven  even  in  time.  Grai^e  being 
the  fame  fpecifically  with  glorj  ;  there  is  but  a  gradual 
difference  :  and  therefore  the  believer,  even  on  earih^ 
is  faid  to  be  come  to  mount  Zion,  the  city  of*  the  living 
God,  the  heavenly  Jerufalem,  to  the  innumerable  com-^ 
pany  of  angels,  to  the;'  general  afl'embly  ard  church  of 
the  firft-born  that  are  written  in  heaven,  to  Gcd  the  Judge 
of  aP,  and  to  the  fpirits  of  juft  men  made  perfc6t,  Heh, 
xii.  21.  23.  Why,  when  does  the  believer  come  to  a'l 
this?  Even  when  he  comes  by  faith  to  Jefus  the  Media-  . 
tor  of  the  new  covenant,  and  to  the  blood  of  fjrlnkling, 
then  he  is  come  to  heaven  itrelf,'^the  true  holy  of  holiei^ 
inchoatively,  or  by  a  begun  entrance.     But, 

(2.)  There  is  a  confummative  entrance  into  the  holieft^ 
that  the  believer  fliall  have,  as  a  fruit  of  the  rending  of 
the  vail,  and  that  is  when  he  comes  to  the  hea\«  n  above, 
to  the  higher  houfe,  whither  the  Forerunner  is  f6r  u3  , 
entered;  having  rent  the  vail,  which  was  rent  that  We 
might  have  accefs  to  God  in  glory  as  well  as  in  grace; 
and  then  the  believer  will  not  be  half  in,  as  it  were,  but  ' 
completely  within  the  vail;  for  then  will  his  commufiion 
with  God  be  completed,  then  his  knowledge  of  Go^^l 
his  love  to  God,  his  delight  in  God,  his  vifion  of  God*i 
glory,  his  conformity  to  God's  image,  will  all  be  com- 
plete; for  that  which  is  in  part  ftiall  be  done  away,  and 
that  which  is  perfeft  fhall  come,  iCon  xiii.  10.  O  what 
a  fweet  exchange  will  that  be,  wh^xv  l^\Av  v^'\!\  I'a.'^  \.<^ 
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ylfion,  I  give  place  to  you ;  when  hope  will  fay  id 
fruition,  I  give  place  to  you ;  when  grace  will  fay  to 
glory,  I  give  place  to  you ;  when  partial  coairautiion 
will. fay  to  perfeftion,  I  give  place  to  you;  when  (hort 
paffing  blinks  will  fay  to  ui^intei'rupted  eVerlaftirig  joys, 
1  give  place  to  you!  Little  wonder  then,  believers  long 
to  be  wholly  within  the  vail  (but  I  infill  not  on  it),  for 
then  indeed  they  fully  enter  intp  the  holieft  by  the  blood 
of  Jefus. 

Thus  you  fee  the  two  great  fends  for  which  the  vail 
^as  rent,  namely,  that  way  might  be  made  for  GhriiVs 
entering  into  the  holy  of  holies,  and  fo  for  our  enter- 
ing in  alfo  through  him,  and  after  him*  But  1  corn^ 
now  to 

V.  The  Fifth  thing,  Vi^.  the  Application,  ts  it  fo^ 
that  Chrift  hath  by  his  death  rent  the  vail  that  interpofed 
between  God  and  us,  and  obftrufted  our  a^ccefs  to  him? 
Then,  Firft,  for  Information,  Hence  we  may  fee^ 

I.  What  a  full  feall  of  love  we  have  to  feed  upon 
on  a  communion-day,  namely,  the  love  of  Chrift,  not 
only  in  dying,  but  in  rending  the  vail,  that  he  might 
enter  into  the  holieft  for  us.  The  apoftle  fays.  That 
Chrift  loVed  us;  and  how  does  he  prove  it  ?  Eph.  v.  2. 
**  He  gave  himfelf  for  us,  an  offering  and  a  facrifice  to 
God  for^  fweet-fmelling  favour.  This  favoury  and 
fweet-fmelling  facrifice,  was  the  offering  of  incenfe;  and 
where  <was  the  incenfe  offered  under  the  law  ?  Why,  it 
was  offered  within  the  vail.  God  tells  Mofes,  that  Aaron 
ihould  tajie  his  handful  of  fwfcet  -  incenfa  beaten  fmall, 
and  bring  it  within  the  vail,  Lev.  ;xvi.  12.  Now,  Chrift 
having  given  himfelf  an  offering  and  facrifice  to  God 
'  without  the  camp  in  this  world,  he  rends  the  vail,  and 
goes  to  heaven,  and  offers  himfelf  as  incenfe  within  the 
vail.  Perhaps  you  have  feen  and  thought  upon  the  love 
of  Chrift,  in  his  dying  upon  the  crofs,  in  his  making 
himfelf  a  facrifice  ;  but,  O  fee  his  Jove  alfo  in  his  incenfe 
within  the  vaiL  We  feed  too  fparingly  upon  Chrift  ; 
and  therefore  our  faith  is  weak  :  we  eat,  for  the  moft 
part,  but  of  one  dilh,  Chrift,  as  the  pafchal  Lamb  flaja 
pa  the  crok,  but  we  ftiould  learn  to  feed  upon  Chrift  as 
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.  a  Prieft  gone  in  within  the  vail :   our  faith  fkould  not 
•  tarry  on  the  crofs,  but  we  (hould  carry  it  further,  even 
after  Chrill,  within  the  vail,  into  heaven   itfelf.     Our 
faith  Ihould  flee  for  refuge,  to  lay  hold  upon  all  the  hope 
that  is  fet  before  us :  the  anchor  of  our  foul  will  not  be 
fo  fure  and  fte(^faft,  as  it  might  be,  e^xcept  it  enter  withia 
the  vail,  lleb.  vi.  ig.     As  the  apolllc  fays  of  patience, 
"  Let  it  have  its  perfirft  work;"  fo  we  fay  of  faith,  let 
it  have  its  perfefk  work;  let  us.  follow  Chrift  within  the 
vail,  and  view  him,  not  only  fhcdding  his  blood,  but 
entering  into  the  holy  of  holies  within  the  vail,  and 
Iprinkling  his  blood  upon  the  mercy-feat  and  before  it, 
Lev.  xvi.  15.     The  prieils  under  tlie  law  fprinkled  the 
mercy-feat,  which  was  within   the  vail,   all  over,  and 
when  Chrift  went  to  heaven  within  the  vail,  he  did  that 
in  fubflaiice,  which  the  priefts  did  in  ceremony,  in  or- 
der to  make  a  fUll  atonement :  and  when  faith  is  afted 
upon  all  this,  then  the  believer  is   faid  to  be  come  to 
the  blopd  of  fprinkling  ;  and   we   aft  not  our  faith  far 
enough,  when  we  aft  it  no  further  than  the  death  of 
Chrift  ;  for  the  atonement  was  not  aftually  perfefted, 
though  it  was  made  fundamentally  on  the  crofs,  yet  not 
formally,  till   upon  the  rending  of  the  vail,  our  High- 
Priett  entered  into  the  holy'  place,  and  fprinkled  the 
mercy.fea^  with  his  blood;    by  which  aft  mercy  and 
juftice  are  aftually  met,  and  kifs  each  other. 

2.  If  thd  vail  of  the  temple  be  rent,  hence  wc  may  fee 
the  glory  orthe  New-Teftament  difpenfation,  beyond  that 
of  the  Old;  the  vail  of  the  covering  is  rent,  the  darknefs  of 
that  difpenfation  removed  by  the  death  of  Chrift, and  Old- 
Teftament  myfteries  unvailed;  fo  that  now,  be  that  runs 
may  read  the  meaning  of  them.  Now  we  fee  clearly,  that 
the  mercy-feat  fignified  Chrift,  the  great  propitiation; 
the  pot  of  manna  fignified  Chrift,  the  bread  of  life* 
Now  we  all  with  open  face  beholding  the  glory  of  the 
Lord,  as  in  a  glafs,  which  helps  the  fight  ajB  the  vail 
hindered  it;  and  that  the  vail  of  the  temple  was  reur, 
it  may  give  us  ground  further  to  expeft,  that  the  vail 
fiiall  be  taken  away  from  the  hearts  of  the  Jews ; 
.  •*  For  even  to  this  day,  when  Mofes  is^ead,  the  vail  is 
^pon  their  hearts ;  qeverthelefs  w1:\exi  iX.  ^^  Vo^tt^  \.^ 
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the  Lord^  tbe  vail  Ihjill  be  taken  ^way,"  -2  Cor.  iii.  i|i 
3.  If  by  ths  death  of  Ghriit  the  Vail  be  rent,  that  in- 
terpofed  btftwixt  God  and  us,  hence  we  may  fee  what 
i$  the  w^y  to  heaven,  and  what  accefs  we  have  this  way; 
why,  *'  We  have  boldnefs  tp  come  to  the  holiell  bj^  tlie 
blood  of  Jefus^  by  that  new  and  living  way,  that  he  hath 
conlecr^ied  thro'  the  vaih"  We  may  come  boldly  la 
the  throne  of  grace,  for  {he  Vail  is  rent  ^  by  the  blood  of 
Jefus,  the  way  is  open.  How  fhall  the  uiiholiell  of  fin- 
ners  venture  to  come  into  the  holieR  of  all^  or  to  God's 
^refence  ?  Yea,  fays  the  Holy  Ghoft,  "  By  the  blood 
of  Jiifus,"  by  the  rent  vail.  There  are  many  miftakes  • 
about  the  way  to  the  holy  place  J  it  is  a  dreadful  thing 
to  think,  that,  many  who  have  heard  the  gofpel,  it  may 
be  ten,  twenty,  thirty  years.  If  they  be  alked  of  the  way 
to  heaven,  they  will  fay,  Why^  if  we  do  juftly,  live  ho- 
neftly  and  civilly^  and  do  as  we  would  be  done  to,  we 
Ihall  fyrely  be  favedi  But  I  tell  you,  you  fhall  furely 
be  damned,  if  no  more  be  done*  O  fad,  that  after  all 
the  light  that  hath  Ihmed  about  the  way  of  falvation  by 
the  (lain  Son  of  God,  tliat  civility  that'is  to  be  found 
among  heathens,  is  all  the  title  that  a  great  many  hav^- 
to  eteraal  life;  Others,  they  hope  to  get  to  heaven  by 
a  better  righteoufnefs,  but  it  is  a  righteoiifnefs  of  theiI^ 
own:  they  fay  they  will  da  as  well  as  they  can  ;  they 
muft  read  and  pray  and  hear,  and  the  like,  and  fo  they 
find  out  a  way  to  heaven  for  themfelves  :  fome  cannot 
endure  to  hear  any  thing  fpoken  againrt:  felf-righteoufnefs 
as  if  no  perfoh  were  in  danger  to  be  ruined  by  it ;  where- 
as this  is;a  great  part  of  the  Itrong  rnan'3  armour^  where- 
by he  keeps  pofleffion  of  fouls.  I  tell  you.  Sirs,-  youi* 
folfe  righteoufnefs,  is  fo  far  from  being  the  way  to' hea- 
ven, that  true^holinefs  itfelf  is  but  the  bufinefs  that  peo- 
ple have  to  do  who  are  in  the  way;  there  will  never  be 
another  way  to  heaven  but  Chrift:  holinefs  is  the  walk, 
Chrift  is  the  way  in  which  we  walk,  Col.  ii.  6.  "  As  y^ 
havQ  received  Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord,  fo  walk  ye  in  him. 
I  am  the  way,  no  man  comes  to  the  Father,  but  by  me.'*; 
This  is  the  new  and  living  way,confecrated  thro'tli^  vail. 
The  vail  of  the.^pmple  is  rent,  and  the  way  to  the  ho-- 
Ihs  thro'  the  r^nt  vail.    Every  p^rfow  xhitiks^  that  id 
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vefj  hard  to  get  to  heaven,  and  tliat  it  will  coft  a  great 
•de&l  of  linac,  anJ.  pains,  and  Itruggling  :  But,  fays  one, 
•here  is  the  mifcliief  of  it;  people  do  not  know,  tliat  it  i« 
liard  to  knoiv  the  way  to  heaveifj  and  that  flefli  and 
blocid  cannot  reveal  it,  till  God  hinifelf  fend  in  a  beam 
of  light  upon  the  hearty  and  give  the  Spirit  of  wiidoni 
and  revefatidh  in  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,  who  is  the 
wayi  having' by  his  death  rent  the  Vail.  O  this  way  h 
little  known,  arwl  yet  we  alfure  you,  that  there  is  free 
accefs  for  you  all  this  way;  and  nothing  to  hinder  your 
accefs  to  God  and  heaven  this  way,  if  it  be  not  your* 
own  ignorant  unbelieving  heailj  Clothing  to  hinder  your 
entering  into  the  holieft^  for  the  vail  is  rent,  tiie  law  is 
fulfilled,  juftice  is  fatisficd,  holinefs  vindicated,  fin  is 
expiated.  Will  you  go  to  heaven  this  way,  man,  wo- 
jBan  ?  for  the  door  is  open  for  you^  the  vail  is  rent  for 
you;  ''  Td  you  is  the  word  of  this  falvation  fent :"  to 
yoa,  man,  woman,  young  oi-  old;  whofoever  hears  me, 
to  yx>u  is  the  way  to  the  holiell  made  patent:  and\\'lio-k  • 
foever  will,  let  him  come  and  enter  in.;  and  him  that 
Cometh  he  will  in  no  wife  cafi  out*  What  in  all  the 
world  i-s  tp  hinder  you  from  coming  in?  The  law,  how- 
ever  holy,  needs  riot  hinder  you,  here*is  a  tighteoufnefs; 
juftice,  however  awful,  needs  not  hinder  you,  here  is  a 
fatisfaftion;  your  iiiis,  however  great,  need  not  binder 
you,,  here  is  a.  facrifice:  all  thefe  vails  are  rent,  what 
fiiouid  hiodtir  ?  Are  there  any  otlier  Vails  to  be  rent  ? 
O,  fay  you^  .the  vail  of  xiarknefs,  ignorance,  enmity, 
and  unbelief  that  is  upon  my  heart*  Well,  let  me  teii 
you,  that  needs  not  hinder  you  neithertocome  to/Chiift, 
and  employ  hirti  to  rend  thefe  vails  On  your  part;  that  ia 
but  little  for  him  to  do,  who  could  rend  fuch  great  vailss 
as  were  on  God's  pirt.  O  Sirs,  he  is  good  at  rending 
vails;  give  him  work,  and  the  work  is  done.  Did -h^j  ^ 
not  rend  a  greater  vail,  when  he  fatisfied  infinite  juftice, 
aind  ftopt  up  the  flood-gates  of  divine  wrath  ?  And  ifiie 
hath  done  -the  greater,  O  .will  you  not  employ  him  to  do 
the  lefs?  Why,  fay  you,  if  1  knew  that  he  rent  that  great. 
vail  for  me,I  would  not  fear,fbut  he  would  rend  the  lefierj 
Why,  man,  the  vail  ivas  rent  for  finners,  and  why  next 
for  you?  Chriil:  came  to  fave  finners.  IBuX.  iv^  "^^^^t  '^ 
Vol.  L  1  ^.^iSi 
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fhall  not  be  ftved  and  brought  wit; tin  the  vail,  ancf  pef^ 
haps  not  I.  We  anfwer,  Some  flialj  be  faved<  and.  why 
Dot  ypa  ?  Wherefore  are  not  all  that  hear  this  gofpel 
faved^  but  becaufe  they  will  not  gire  employment  to 
Ghrilt  to  fave  them  I  Through  unbelief  they  think  he 
meant  no  favour^  towards  them,  when  he  rent  the  vail^ 
and  fo  Hand  aloft  from  him.,  faying,  It  was  not  for  me; 
biit  I  declare  in  his  name^  it  was  ft^r  yoii,  tnein;  for  you^ 
woman ;  whoever  wrll  have  the  benefit  of  it.-     The  gof- 

^pcl  notifies  in  general,  that  the  vail  is  rent  for  you  ally 
fo  far  as  thsfct  God  calls  and  coTumanda  you  all  to  come 
rn  to  th«  hoiieft  by  this*  way,  this  niew  and  living  w^y 
eonfecrated  through  the  vail,  and  if  you  do  not,  yoit 
fliall  be  darrtried  for  your  negleft  of  it*  But  as  for  yout* 
particular  perfonal  knowledge  of  your  aftual  interell  in 
the  benefit  of  this  rent  vail,,  it  is  itnpoffible  for  you  ta 
have  it^  till*  jroit  cotne  to  Chrift  and  fue  for  it :  there- 
fore, let  nothirig  hinder  yo«  ta  eflter,  fence  the  vail  is 
rent,  and  the  way  patent :  yon  have  nothing  to-  do  your^ 
felf,  for  you  cannot  rend  any  vail ;  all  that  you  have  to 

•  do,  is  to  confent*  that  Chrift  fhbuld  rend-  all  vails  betwixt 
God  and  you  ;  for  hevvrll  be  a  complete  Saviour;  he 

/  tvill  not  kav(5  k  rag  of  the  vail  for  you  to  rend,  but  with 
his  own  ha-nd  will  rend  all  in  twain  from  the  top  to  the 
bottom.  O  fay  Amen  to  it*  that  he  may  get  all  the 
uork,  and  all  the  praife. 

Ufe  Second,  for  Exammatton.  Tfy  what  ititereft 
you  have  m  this  privilege  :  if  the  vail  be  actually  rent 
from  the  fop  to  the  bottoin,  with  refpeft  to  you;  try 
whether  or  not  you  have  gone  in  within  the  rent  Vail  of 
the  temple,  to  the  holy  of  holies.  The  vail  was  rent 
fundamentally^  when  Ghtdft  gave  up  the  ghoftj  it  was 
rent  forfilally^  when  he  etitered  into  the  holieft.  The 
vail  is  rent  objeflively^  in  the  preaching  of  this  .gofpel  ;i 
and  now  the  qoettion  isj  if  the  vail  be  rent  fubjeftively, 
'  and  fo  as  you  have  the  aftual  faving  benefit  of  it  itt 
your  own  perfon.  It  is  not  enough  that  the  vail  is  rent 
do£lrlnally  for  you,  fo  as  yx>u  have  liberty  to  ^go  into 
the  holy  place,  but  whether  is  the  vail  rent  effectually 
to  you,  and  in  you,  fo  as  you  have  ftept  in  to  the  hdlieffi 

V  ^Ae  rent  vail  r?  And> 
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t.  If  you  be  a  believer  indeed,  in  whom  the  i^ail  is 
favingly  rent,-  then  you  have  p[(»t  a  humbling  fight  and 
fenle  of  the  vail  that  interpol'ed  betwixt  God  a^d  you^ 
and  have  fcen  yourfclf  to  be  without  the  vail.  Did  you 
ever  fee  fuch  a  vail  of  wrath  on  God's  part,  and  luch 
a  vail  of  guilt  on  your  part  ?  Inch  a  vail  of  a  broken  law^ 
incenfed  julUce^  and  injured  holinefs  on  the  one  hand  j 
and  fu:h  a  vail  of  fin,  darkncfs,  unbelief,  And  enmity 
bn  the  otlifer  hand,  as  ha^h  irJade  you  to  defpair  that 
ever  the  vail  would  be  rent  by  you,  or  any -creature  in 
heaven  or  earth,  and  made  you  to  fee  yourfclf  loll  and 
undone,  crying  out^  "  Men  and  brethren^  what  fliall 
I  do  to  be  laved  ?''  Did  ou  ncVv^r  fee  your  fad  Hate, 
as  having  a  black  vail  Handing  up  betwixt  God  and  you  ? 
The  exercife  of  perfons  about  religion  is  fufpicious,  if 
they  never  faw  the  vail.  Some  will  fay,  O  I  haVe  feert 
many  evils  about  me,  and  I  have  an  evil  heart,  and  aa 
evil  frame  of  heart:  but  1  alk,  man,  did  you  never  lee 
yourfclf  to  be  in  an  evil  ilate,  in  a  ftate  of  difiance  froin 
God  ;  in  a  ftate  of  feparation  from  God,  by  reafon  of 
the  vail  that  was  betwixt  him  and  you?  The  effedtual 
rending. of  the  vail  begins  here,  namely,  at  a  humbling 
fight  of  the  feparating  vail ;  tb.e  man  fees  himfelf  with- 
out the  vail,  and  fo  within  the  flood-mark  of  God's 
wrath.    ■  * 

2.  If  the  vail  be  effjdually  rent  in  you,  then  you 
have  feen  the  glory  of  him  that  rent  the  vail,  and  the 
glory  df  God  through  the  rent  vail  ;  fomething  of  the 
glory  of  God  in  Chrift.  The  apolUe  tells  us,  Heb.  x. 
19,  20.  That  Chrifi's  flefli,  that  isj  his  human  nature, 
is  the  vail  for  us  to  enter  by  to  the  holy  of  holies;  that 
is,  heaven  or  God's  prefence^  God's  face:  ib  that  in  his 
flefti,  or  human  nature  of  Chrift,  we  iliay  fee  the  very 
facci  the  Very  brightnefs  of  the  glory  of  God  as  in  a 
mirrdri  Now,  if  the  vail  be  rent  in  you,  and  the  face 
of  the  covering  removed,  then  you  have  feert  the  glory 
of  God  iti  Ghrift;  you  haV^  feen  God's  law  fulfilled  by 
himv  God's  jiiftice  fatisfied  in  him,  God's  holinefs  vin- 
dicated by  him,  and  fo  God's  righteoufnefs  declared  in 
the  way  of  faving  finners  through  him,  as  the  propiiia- 
tioji  in  blood.     Have  you  feen  his  gVory  ^'^\\\ti  ^t\>j  \^*v«j 

ii  ^-^ 
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to  heaven,  as  God's  way  to  you,  and  your  \vay  to  God, 
as  the  Render  of  the  vail  on  God^s  part  and  on  yours; 
the  glory  of  his  death  in  the  value  and  virtue  of  it;  in 
the  value  oF  it,  for  rending  of  the  vails  that  hindered 
God's  accefe  to  you;  and  in  the  virtue  ol  it,  for  rending 
cf  the  vail  within  you  that  hindered  yOur  accefs  to  God? 
HaVe  you  felt  fomething  of  this  virtue  in  rending  the 
Vail  of  darknefs  and  ignorance  that  was  upon  your  under- 
Handing,  and  Ihining  in  upoti  you  with  the  light  of  lifei 
The  eflc6kia!  fending  of  the  vail  makes  a  man  fee  fomc 
glory  that  is  withia  the  vail ;  have  you  feea  God's  glory- 
then  through  the  rent  vail,  and'  that  Gtod's  glorious  at* 
tributes  are  all  glorified  to  the  highell  in  tliis  way  ? 

3.  if  the  Vail  be  effcfltually  rent,  then  you  have  caft 
Ihe  anchor  of  your  hope  within  the  yail,  Heb.  vi*  jS,  19* 
After  your  foul,  like  a  weary  veffcl  tofTed  upon  the 
^aves  of  convrtlions,  fears,  terrors,  Could  find  no  rell, 
God  hath  brought  you  at  laft  into  this  haven  of  rett,  ta 
taft  anchor  within  the  vail  J  you  have  fled  for  refuge  to 
the  hope  fet'befofe  youj  which  hope  you  have  as  ypur 
Anchor,  fure  and  lledfaft,  entering  into  that  within  the 
Vail,  whither  the  Forerunner  hath  etitered.  Whither 
have  you  fled,  for  refuge^  when  the  law  and  juftice  of 
G<xl  was  puffuing  you  for  your  debt,  when  they  were 
ready  to  condemn  yoa  to  hell-prifon  ?  Was  you  then 
Iraade  to  flve  for  refuge  to  the  Surety  that  God  fet  before 
you,  for  payirtg  of  your  debt,  aJid  to  fay,  Lord,  take  bail 
t>f  thy  own  S(>n  for  n>e  ?  I  defpair  of  ever  anfwering  fuch 
7i  charge  as  jullict  and  the  law  hath  againU  me;  but,  O 
look  for  a  difcharge  irt  the  blood  and  righteoufnefs  of 
Jefus;  and  let  that  anfwer  the  charge.  tV'hen  Chrift  . 
entered  into  the  holieft  with  hi^  Hood  withiti  the  vail, 
he  fprinkled  the  mercy-feat,  and  when  the  foul  takes 
hold  of.  this  bipod  and  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  as  the 
ground  of  his  acquittance  from  the  charge  of  juftice, 
then  he  cafts  anchor  within  the  \'^il. 

4.  If  the  vail  be  efil-^ually  rent  for  you,  thett  furely 
you  cannot  but  have  a  fuperlative  love  for  that  glorious 
Iligh-prieft,  \Vho,  by  his  death,  rent  the  vail,  and  went 
into  the  holi^ft  for  you.    O  can  you  fay  with  Paul,  **  He 

fovedme  anJgave  hkufelf  for  m^V'  Or>c*ayoufayu«tih 
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Peter,  ♦'-Tboii.that  knovvefl  all  things, knovcfl  that  I  love 
Jtbeef*'  Surely,  they  that  love  him  not,  know  nothing 
yet  favingly  about  ilic  rending  of  the  vail.  It  may  be, 
Ibme  love  hini^  '4tid  daro  not  lo  confidently  fay  it  as  Pe- 
ter did;  but  if  you  can  fay  Amen  to  two  texts  of  fcrijv- 
ture,  we  way  warrant  you  that  you  love  bim  indeed. 
The  one  is  a  fad  text,  "  If  apy  man  love  not  the  Lord 
Jcfus  Chrift,  let  him  be  Anathema  Maranatha,'*  z  Cor. 
xvi.  22.  The  true  lover  of  Chriftcan  fay.  Amen;  l^C 
them  be  even  curled  that  do  not  loye  him,  and  Ihall  no^ 
love  hira.  They  that  can  fay  Amen  to  that  now,  they 
(hall  fit  at  Qiriii's  right  hand  at  the  great  duy,  and  fay 
Anien  to  the  fentence  of  the  great  Judge,  *•  Depart  from 
me,'ye  curfed.'*  The  other  is  a  fweet  text,  '^  Worthy 
is'  the  Lamb  that  was  flain  to  receive  power,  and  riches, 
^nd  wifdom,  and  ftrength,  and  honour,  and  glor}^  and 
bleffing,"  Rev.  v.  1 2.  The  true  lover  of  Ghrill  can  fay. 
Amen;  worthy,  worthy,  worthy  is  the  Lamb  to  receive 
all  praifes,  of  all  the  rcde^^med,  to  all  eternity.  They  that 
can  fet  the  Amen  of  faith  to  this  now,,  they  have  begua 
to  join  with  the  triumphant  company,  already  within  ik^ 
vail;  and  they  fliall  join  with  them,  forever  hereafter, 
faying,  *'  Salvation  to  our  God  that  fits  upon  the  throne, 
and  to.  the  Lamb  for  ever  and  ever."  Indeed,  if  yoa 
love  Chrift  at  all,  you  love  him  with  a  fuperlative  love;. 
5ibove  hufb3nd^  vvife,  children,  lands,  houfes,  goods  and 
worldly  comforts.  You  do  not  love  him  at  all,  if  you  do. 
not  love  hirji  above  all;  and  if  you  lave  hin:  at  all,  the 
vail  is  rent,  .and  yoU:  have  got  into  the  holicll  in  part;. 
and  if  you  \yill  have  patience,,  yet  a  little  while  and  you 
ihall  get  in  fully.  It  is  impoHible  that  a.  m^n  that  truly 
loves  Chrift,  fhould  ever  go  to  helU 

5.  If  the  vail  be  effi^clually  rent,  then  all  the  vails 
on  your  part  that  continue  to  feparate  betwixt  God  and 
you,  are  matter  of  fad  regret  to  you  ;  the' vail  of  inV 
dwelling-iin  and  corruption,  the  vail  of  darknefs  and 
ignorance,  the  vail  of  remaining  enmity,  the  vail  of 
ynbelief,  thefe  vails  are  all  whole  and  intire  in  the  un*. 
regenerate  ;  and  though  in  believers  thefe  vails  be  rent, 
yet  they  are  not  removed;  regenerating  grace  hath  gi- 
Ve^.  tbeiQ.  a  rent  that  fliall  never  be  ihfcv*^^  vx^  o^  \\^?\.^t^ 


>. 
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^gain;  hut  yet,' alas!  they  are  remaining  vails  within  thp 
believer,  while  here  ;  though  they  he  rent,  yet  they  hang 
there,  and  many  times  fadly  feparate  betwixt  God  and 
him;  and  hence.he  cries,  ^'  O  wretched  man  that  I  am! 
•who  Ihall  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this  death  ?"  O 
to  be  above  corruption  !  O  to  be  within  the  vail,  that  J 
may  fee  him  as  he  is,  and  be  like  unto  him.  O  !  when 
fliall  all  ys^ils  be  removed  ?  when  ihall  the  day  break, 
and  the  Ihadows  fly  ^vvay  ?  O!  when  AiaII  the  curtain 
be  taken  down  ?  Chrill  Hands, behiqll  the  curtain,  and 
does  not  manifeft  bimfelf.  Plath  he  been  a  vailed  Chrill 
9t  this  communion  ?  Then  I  am  fure,  b.eliever,  your 
heart  will  be  faying,  O  that  the  curtain  were  drawn  ! 
O  that  the  vail  were  rent  into  ten  thoiifand  pieces! 

6.  If  the  vail  he  effe6\ually  rent,  then  your  heart  will 
be  efRjctually  rent  alfo;  when  the  vail  is  rent,  the  heart 
is  rent :  and  there  is  fome thing  it  is  rent  for,  and  fome- 
thing  it  is  rent  from, 

(i.)  Something  it  is  rent  for  :  it  is  rent  for  fin.  '  In-, 
(leed  the  fight  of  the  rent  vail,  or  of  God  recoHciled 
by  the  blood  of  Jefus,  will  rend  the  heart  for  fin  more 
than  all  the  thunders  of  Sinai,  or  flames  of  hell  {  **  They 
ftiall  look  on  him  whom  they  havd  pierced,  and  mourn. ^' 
When  a  rnan  reads  hts  f\ns,  as  they  are  written  upon 
the  crofs  of  Ghrift,  with  the  red  ink  of  his  fin-pardoning 
blood,  O  then  he  reads  them  over  vyith  teat's  of  joy,  and 
his  heart  is  kindly  rent  for  fin;  then  he  cries,  "  Behold  I 
am  vile.''  '  When  the  vail  is  rent,  th^  heart  is  rent,  not 
only  for  his  own  fins,  but  for  the  fins  of  others;  "  Rivera 
of  tears  run  down  mine  eyes>  becaufe  of  the  wicked  that 
break  thy  law.  I  beheld  tranfgrefibrs,  and  was  grieved." 
They  that  can  fee  God  difhonoured,  and  hear  men  cudb 
and  fvvear,  and  blafpheme  the  holy  name  of  God,  and 
yet  never  be  troubled  about  it,  furely  the  Vail  remains 
Tipon  their  heart,  otherwifj  their  hearts  would  rend  for 
the  fins  of  others,  and  of  the  generation;  ^'  Set  a  mark  up- 
on the  foreheads  of  them  that  figh  and  cry,  for  all  the  abo- 
minations that  are  done  in  the  midft  thereof."  Again, 
when  the  Vail  is  rent,  the  heart  is  rent  for  the  Lord's 
sD^er  and  abfence  :  nothing  fears  them  more  than  the 
^Qi'cJ's  angar;  ".O  rebuke  me  tvotVu  i\\^  >Nmhytveither 
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challeii  me  In  thy  hot  di^pleafiire."  Nothing  affeSls  them 
more  than  the  Lord's  ab!'ence ;  for  thefe  thin|;s  they 
weep;  ^' Mine  eyes,  mine  eyes  run  down  with  waters, 
becaufe  the  Gomfbrter  th.it  1hoi,ild  relieve  my  foul  is  far 
from  me."  O  the  little  lamenJation  after  an  abfent  Gody 
an  angry  God  at  this  day  ! — -Again,  whert  the  vail  is 
rent,  the  heart  is  rent  for  the  ctjiamiiies  of  the  church, 
Jer.  ix.  X.  **  O  that  my  h  ad  were  waters,  and  mine  eye§ 
a  fountain  of  tears,  that  I  might  weep  day  and  night  for 
the  flxin  of  the  daughers  of  my  people."  The  miferies 
of  the  church,  and  the  fins  that  bring  them  on,  are 
heart-rending  things  to  the  j-^eople  of  God  ;  and  parti- 
cularly, their  heans  are  rent  for  the  rents  of  the  church; 
**  For  the  dlvifions  of  Reuben  there  were  great  thoughts 
of  heart.'''  For  my  own  part,  I -am  but  a  perfcm  of  litt!^ 
experience  in  the  world,  and  therefore  1  dcfire  to  be 
•niodeil  at  this  junfilure,  ab.nit  the  prcfent  rent  among 
us*.  It  is  plain  enough  that  the  angerof  the  Lord  hath 
divided  us,  a.nd  rent  us  in  twain,  like  the  vail  of  the 
temple,  from  the  top  to  the  bottom.  God  L  angry  be- 
cauie  we  have  finned.  Surely,  if  we  bad  been  more  va- 
liant for  the  truth,  and  zcaloiis  for  a  covenanted  work, 
of  reformation,  when  we  had  fair  opportunities  for  it, 
our  rent  had  not  come  to.  fuch  a  height.  But  yet,  tho* 
I  cannot  judify  the  ignorant  zeal  of  many  profeGbrs^ 
•whofe  hearts  are  rent  from  mini  Hers,  and  they  know  not 
for  what;  they  can  give  no  realbnahie  account  of  their  fe- 
parating-courfes ;  yet,  I  hope,  there  is  a  ferious  remnant,  ^ 
whofe  hearts  are  duly  rent  for  the  rents  of  the  chHirch,and 
the  fmful  caufes  thereof:  and,  I  hope,  the  Lord  will  help 
fuch  to  be  regular  in  the  way  of  their  diiTenting,  from 
whatever  they  reckon,  upon  folid  grounds^  to  be  the  de- 
fe<Slion  of  the  day  they  live  in.»But-  that  I  may  not  digrefs. 
too  far,  I  am  telling  you,  that  if  the  vail  be  efFe£tually 
rent  with  you,  then  there  are  fome  things  your  heart  is 
rent  for,  namely,  for  your  own  fins,,  the  fins  of  others,^ 

1 4.  "  the- 

*  About  this  time  the  fecond  form  of  the  Abjuration  Oath  was  impofed, 
vh  ch  occafion?d  d-fFerent  ffiitimcnts  both  among  mi  ittcrs  a.:d  people  :  and- 
thc  matter  was  c^irried  fo  high  by  fome,  as  almofl  to  makj  it  u.  teiiiv  of  coiji,* 
jt  is  probably  this  tJm  the  stuthor  Uailv  Vu  \i\&  «:n^.. 
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the  Ans  of  the  land,  the  fins  of  the  church,  the  calamU 
ties  of  .the  chuFch,  the  rents  of  the  church.  The  Lord's 
^nger  with  her,  and  ahfence  from  her,  may  in<ieed  make? 
you  weep  when  you  remember  2^ion,  and  hang  your 
harps  upon  the  willow  trees,  while  we  are  gone  fo  far 
into  captivity,  and  the  glory  is  lb  far  departed.  In  a 
word,  if  the  yail  be.ient  with  yoq,  your  heart  will  be 
rent  habitpally  for  all  thefe  things,,  as  alio  for  all  ycur 
^leartrplagues,  Your  heart  will  be  fo  rent  for  youratheifm, 
ignorance,  enmity,,  carnality,  hypocrify,  roving,  wfeinder- 
ings,  worldlinefs,  and  fuch  like^  that  you  \vi\\  be  ready 
to  fay  as  Rebecca  faid  to,  ^faac,  in  another  cafe,  *'  I  am 
weary  of  my  life,  becaufe  of  the  daughters  of  Heth." 

(2.)  If  the  vail  be  eflfL-6luaUy  rent,  then, as  there  ^re  fome 
thmgs  your  hecirt  will  be  rent  for,fo  there  are  fmiie  things 
vour  he^ts  will  \fc  rent  from.  Why^  your  hearts  wiil 
be  rent  fro,m  fm  as  well  as  rent  for  fin  ;  your  litart  wiU 
fay  with  Ephraira,  '••  What  have  I  to  do  any  more  with 
idols  ?"  Wh?>t  h^ve  I  to  do^any  more  with  lulls  ?  All 
that  expeft  to  get  into  the  Holy  of  Holies  in  the  heaveiv 
ly  teaiple,  are  lludents  pf  bolinpfs  and  purity  :  *^  He  that 
hath  this  hope  purifieth  himfelf  even  as  he  is 'pure." 
Chrifl.  having  rent  the  vail,  entered  into  the  hoKeft  with 
blood  ;  and  believers  are  daily  befpripkling  th^mfelyes 
with  that  blood,  that  fo  they  may  enter  in  all  fprinkled 
over  with  that  blood  alfo.  BelieYcrs  want  not' fin,  and 
it  cleaves  to  them  here ;  but  they  are  fo  far  from  cleav- 
ing to  it,  that  it  is^the  defire  of  their  fpul.  to  be  rent  , 
from  it,   and   therefore  their  daily  fins  oblige  them  ta 

Hiake  daily  application  to  the  bipod  p(  fprinkling^ . 

Again,,  if  tl;e  vail  be  efF^itually  rent^  then  your  heart 
will  be  rent  from  the  world.  O  but  this  globe  pf  carth,^ 
and^all  the  glofy  of  it,  looks  but  like  a  filtby  mote,  a 
piece  of  dimg,  10  the  man  who  hath  got  his  heart  with- 
in the  vail.  The  gl<jry  of  Qod  in  Chrift  darkens  all  creat-. 
ed  glory.  What  cares  he  for  worldly  pleaiures,  who  hath 
Chrill  for  his  delight  ?  What  cares  he  for  worldly  pro- 
fits, who  hath  Ghrift  for  his  gain  ?  What  cares  he  for 
worldly  honour,  who  hath  Chrift  for  his  crown  of  glo-t 
ry  ?  What  cares  he  for  the  world's  all,  who  hath  Chrift 
for  his  all  in  all  ?  His  heart  is  vent  from  the  world.— r 
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frain  the  law  ;  *'  He  that  is  married  to  Chiifl^  la  djvxMr^ 
ced  from  the  law,"  Ram.  vii,  4.  Tlie  law,  as  a  cove^ 
nant  of  v\'Orks,'ihe  believer  hath  nothing  to  do  with  it, 
^  He  does  not  owe  it  a  cup  of  cold  water,'  as  one  fays ; 
for  Chrrll.  hath  pirrfcftly  fulfilled  the  condition  of  the 
covenant  of  works  ;  and  therefore,  if  the  law  challenge 
him,  he  fends  it  to  Chrift  for  a  perfeA  obedience ;  if  the 
penalty  ch-^llenge  him,  he  fends  it  to  Chrift  for  a  com- 
}>lete  fatisfai^ion,  Ke  defires,  with  Paul,  to  be  fouwl  in 
Chrift,  and  would  not  be  found  in  his  owq  righteoufnefaj 
for  ten  thoufand  worlds  j  he  fees  fo  much  unlidinefs  in 
his  own  hc^liaefs  ;  fo  much  unrighteoiifnefs  in  hi&  own 
righteoufncls  ;  fo  niucli  carnality,  in  all  his  fpiritqality; 
fo  much  earthlineCsi  in  all  his  heavenlinefs  ^  fo  much 
fill  in  all  his  duties;  tliat  he  is  fure  God  may  damn  him 
for  his  beft  duties  as  well  as  his  worft  fins:  and  tliereforc 
he  hath  no  c^^peftation  from  the  law,  but  is  rent  from 
it,  and  joined  to  the  Lord  Jefus,  faying,  J'  In  the  Lord 
pnly»  have  I  rightcoufnefs  and  tirength,'*—— In  a  word, 
.when  the  vaiLis  efftrdually  rent,  the  man  is  rent  &t>ra 
Self:  it  is  very  hard  indeed  to  rend  a  man  from  hi»- 
felf ;  fislf  infmuates  itfelf  into  all  our  praying,  preachings 
and  communicating.  However,  the  power  of  felf  ia 
broken  in  all  true  believers.  Inftead  of  felf-eftimatioii 
\ttis  brought  to  that,  **  Behold,  lam  vile;"  he  hath 
never  a  good  word  to  fpeak  of  himfelf,  not  a  good  thought 
%o  think  of  himfelfj  but  every  time  he  prays,  every  tiitoc 
he  communicates,  he  cries  out,  "Behold,  I  am  vile."  In- 
ftead of  felf^uftiftcs^tion,  he  is  brought  to  that,.  **  I  will 
lay  my  hand  upon  my  mouth ;"  I  will  not  anfwcr^  I 
cannot  jufiify  myfelf,  but  muft  condemn  my  felf,  and  jut 
tify  the  Lord  Inftead  of  felf-love,  he  is  brought  to  that, 
^^  I  abhor  Aiyfelf,  and  repent  in  duft  and.  allies:"  Self-lo- 
thing  and  abhorrence  takes  place.  Inftead  of  felf- will>  he 
is  brought  to  that,  "Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  metOftlo?'* 
Inftead  of  felf-eafe  and  carnal  fecurity,  he  is  brought  ta 
that,  "  O  what  fliall  I  do  to  be  faved  ?"  And  after  the  firft 
cxcrcife  about  falVatipn  hath  landed  in  converfion,  he  k 
always  exercifing  himfelf  to  godlinefs,  and  giving  emptoy'- 
ment  to  Chrift  to  carry  on  and  complete  his  falvaLion,^acnd 
Klllefe  tUi  Jalvation  be  coroplealcd.    \iv&.^^  ^\  ^VVAr^ 
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nefs  and  fujBSciency,  he  is  brought  to  that,  "  In  me,  that 
;  is,  in  my  flefh,  dwelletji  no  good  thing :"  he  fees  him- 
felf  empty  of  all  good,  and  filled  with  all  evil.  Inllead 
of  felf' confidence  and  hope,  he  is  brought  to  that,  **  We 
had  Che  fentence  of  death  in  ourfelves,  that  we  ihould 
not  trull  in  ourfelves,  but  in  GodJ  which  raifed  thedead.'* 
They  are  brought  to  deipair  in  thenifelves.  And  inftead 
of  felf-righteoufnefsy  of  which  before,  they  are  brought 
•  to  that,  ''  AH  oiir  righteoufneffes,  are  as  filthy  rags," — 
Thus,  info  far  as  they  Ihare  of  the  faving  benefit  of 
the  rent  Vail,  fo  far  are  they  rent  from  felf :  and  thus,  ' 
by  thefe  things  you  may  examine  yourfelves,  what  ir- 
tereft  you  have  in  this  privilege  of  ChriiVs  rending  of 
the  vail  betwixt  God  and  you. 

Use  Third,  For  Terror  to  uiibelievei'5,  who,  though 
they  hear  that  the  vail  is  rent,  and  fo  a  free  accefs  ta 
the  Holy  of  Holies  proclaimed,  yet  they  are  not  at  all 
concerned  about  entering  ii^  by  this  rent  vaiL  The  door 
of  heaven  is  open  to  you,  t>ut  you  will  not  come  in  j 
the  vail  of  the  temple  i&  rent,  hut  you  will  not  enter* 
O  wretched  creature,  haw  can  you  anfwer  that  challenge, 
John  V.  40.  *t  You  will  not  come  to  me,  that  you  might 
have  life  ?'*  You  have  no  grace^  no  holinefs,  no  repen- 
tance, no  good  thing ;  but,  fays  Chrift,  you  will  not 
come  to  me  that  you  might  have  grace,  you  will  not  come, 
to  me  that  you  might  have  holinefs,  you  will  not  come  to 
me  that  you  might  have  repentance,  you  will  not  come  to 
me  that  you  mi^ht  have  all  good  things  that  you  need. 
The  vail  is  rent,  the  door  is  open,  hut  you  will  not 
come  in.  *'  O  !  what  will  you  do  in  the  day  of  vifitati- 
on  ?" — What  will  you  do,  when  he  that  rent  the  vail 
Jhall  rend  your  foul  and  body  in  twain,  and  fay,  O-fligh- 
ter  of  the  Son  of  God,  come  and  give  account  of  what 
ufe  you  have  made  of  the  fabbaths,  fernions,  and  commu- 
nion.feafons  that  you  enjoyed?  Perhaps  you  are  little 
thinking  on  death,  but  what  know  you  but  God  will  fay  to 
you,  *'  Thou  fool,  this  night  thy  foul  fliall  be  required  of 
•thee  ?"  I  defy  all  the  minifters  on  earth  to  affure  you  that 
you  fhall  live  to  get  another  offer  of  Chrift  to-morrow. 
Many  here  will  not  come  again  to-morrow ;  and  many 
^ere  may  jiever  haye  another  ve\x\Mt^  Cot  \^^weti.     O.l 
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what  will  you  do,  when  he  that  rent  the  v^il,  that  you 
tnight  have  accefs  to  God,  will  rend  thefe  heavens,  and 
come  down  to  judgment  ?  "  Behold,  he  cometh  witl^ 
clouds,  and  every  eye  fhall  fee  him  !"  With  what 
countenance  will  you  look  him*  in  the  face  in  judgment, 
when  yQu  did  not  care  for  a  figbt  of  his  face  in  mercy, 
through  the  rent  vail?  O  what  a  dreadful  voice  will  that 
be  to  you,  when  he  will  fi^y,  Rife  ye  dead,  and  come 
to  judgm.ent !  Rife  ye  undervaluers  of  the  gofpel,  and 
give  an  acpount  of  yourfelves!  Do  you  know,  that  while 
you  are  negleding  the  gofpel,  and  flighting  the  Son  of 
God,  you  are  faying  with  the  Jews,  *'  His  blood_  be  upon 
us,  and  upon  our  children  :*'  The  guilt  of  the  blood 
pfChrift  is  upon  you,  and  upon  the  jijeneration  after 
you,  that  follow  youi' example  ;  and,  O!  how  terrible 
will  it  be,  when  he  comes  to  make  inquifitipp  for  blood, 
for  the  blood  of  God  which  }^u  trampled  under  foot ! 
O!  how  will  you  then  wifh  to  be  rent  and  grinded  in 
pieces,  when  you  fhall  find  all  the  curfes  of  the  Bible 
lighting  upon  you  !  O  what  will  you  do,  when  he  that 
rent  the  vail,  fhall  openly  rend  you  from  the  compa,ny 
of  God,  faints,  and  angels,  and  fet  you  with  the  goats- 
•on  his  left  hand  !  When  you  fhall  fee  Tome  of  your  ac- 
quaintances that  are  here,  flanding  on  his  right  hand^ 
how  will  you  then  think  with  yourielf,  O  what  hindered 
me,  that  I  did  not  corifcnt  to  the  gofpel,  as  well  as  they  ? 
'You  now  join  with  them  in  the  fame  congregation,,  but 
your  hearts  are  disjoined  from  them;  you  feparate  from 
ahem  in  your  choice,  your  affcdions,  your  difpofition, 
and  converfation ;  but  ere  long,  there  fhall  be  another 
kind  of  feparation ;  you  that  will  not  come  in  among 
them  through  the  rent  vail  now,  there  fhall  be  a  vail 
hung  up  betwixt  you  arid  them,  that  fhall  never  be  rent; 
yea,  a  vail  betwixt  you  and  the  glory  of  God  ;  for  you 
!hall  be  puniflied  with  everlafling  deftruftion,  from  the 
prefence  of  the  Lord,  and  from  the  glory  of  his  power: 
he  that  rent  the  vail  to  pieces,  will  eternally  tear  you  to 
pieces,  when  there  fhall  be  none  to  deliver.  Now,  the 
vail  is  rent  betwixt  God  and  you,  fo  as  you  may  come 
to  God's  prefence  with  boldnefs,  thro'  the  new  and  living 
wavfhar is coafecratcd  thro^  the vai\-, axv^NOu^^'^'^^^ 
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God,  and  C^rift,  and  faints,  and  angels,  all  welcbming 
you  ;  "  For,  the  Spirit  and  the  bride  fay,  Come ;  and 
whofoever  will,  let  him  come ;"  for  the  vail  is  rent ; 
but  if  ooce  you  go  down  by  the  lides  of  tlie  bbttomlefs 
Tc^ket,  tl^e  v^il  that  then  fliall  be  placed  betwixt  God 
and  you,  will  never,  never  be  rent,  fo  long  as  eternity 
lafts.  You  .will  never  bear  agaiix  fuch  a  Tlveet  word  ; 
3nd,  O  what  would  you  l6en  give  for  fuch  a  word  as 
that,  Beholdt  the  vail  is  rent,  tiiat  you  may  come  to 
God's  favour  and  fellowfhip?  But  no  fuch  news  fliaU 
be  heard  in  hell ;  .'•'  Now,  only  now,  is  the  accepted 
time,  now  ia  the  day  of  falvation;  to-day,  if  ye  will 
hear  his  voics,  harden  not  your  hearts;"  but  think  of 
coming  into  the  holy  of  holies,  while  yQ\i  hear  that  the 
vail  is  rent,  and  nothing  to  binder  you. 

Ufe  Fourth,  for  Confolation  to  believers,  to  whom  . 
.the  vail  is  fo  efFedually  rent  in  twain,  .that  from  the 
marks  given^  they  may  conclude,  they  have  niade  fome 
entrance  within  the  vail,  by  coming  to  a  God  in  Chrill^ 
and  calling  their  anchor  within  the  vail.  \  have  a  word 
of  comfort  to.  fay  to  you,  though  pt^rhaps  you  are  ftlll 
complaining,  of  many  vails  that  feparate  betwixt  God 
and  you ;.  yet  a  little  while,  and  you  fliall  have  a 
triumphant  ei>trance  miniilcred  unto  you,  into,  th^  holy 
of  holies  abov^,  whither  the  Forerunner  hath  Cor  yoa 
entered  ;  for,  *>  -Behold,  the  vail  of  the  temple  was  rent 
in  twain,  from  the  top  to  the  bottom!"  Therefore  you; 
fhall  come  into  Zion  with  fongs,  and  everlafting  joy 
upon  your  heads;,  you  Ihall  obtain  joy  and  gladnefs, 
and  forrow  and  fighing  ft^all  flee  away;^  and  then  all 
vails  fh^ll  be  rent  and  removed  for  ev^r.  I  will  tell 
'  you,  for  your  comfort,  of  a  few  vails  tliat  then  fliall  b«. 
rent;  for  the  rending  of  the  vail  of  the  templQ,  promifes- 
the  rending  of  all  vails  in  a  fl^ort -while, 

I.  Then,  the  vail  of  fm  and  corruption  fhall  be  rent 
in  twain;  all  the  rents,  all  the  ftroakes  that  fin  gets  by 
the  word,  the  rod,  the  Spirit,  never  rends  a  body  of 
death  from  you  ;  but  ftillyou  are  groning  under  a-fenfe 
of  indwelling-fin,  that  feparates  betwixt  God  and  you  : 
but  thep,  O  then,  believer,  this  vail  fhall  be  rent  in 
(jfy^'a  fjvm  the  top  to  tU?  bQlVQtn^  >x4  fcom  the  bot-. 
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torn  to  the  top ; '  both  root^  and  branch  fhall  be  rent  and 
remaved;  for,  "  When  he  fhail  appear,  you  fhail  be  liko 
him:**  your  conformity  to  him  IhaU  be  complete  ;  you 
muft  go,  to  heaven  d»'a;;ging  a  bodyi of  death  after  you  ; 
but  whenever  you  come  to  tl^  port  of  glory,  there  will 
be  a  joyful  parting ;  for  you  (hail  take  ap  everlafting 
farewel  of  all  your  lufts  and  corruptions;  then  yoa  will 
fay,  Farewel  with  all  our  hear:s  ;  and  glory  to  Gkxi  that 
we  ihall  never  meet  again.  Bkffcd  be  God,  we  (hall 
never  fee  your  face  again. 

2.  Then-  Ihall  the  vail  of  Darkncfs  and  Difta»cc  be 
rent  in  twain;  for  then  darkncfs  will  give  w^ay  to  lights 
glorious  light ;   and  diiUnce  will  give  way  to  prefence^ 
glorious  and  eyerlafling  prefence.     Now  you  fay,  I  can*    ' 
not  fee- him,  be  is  far  away;  but,  fays  Ghrift,  **  Father, 

I  will  that  thefe  wtora  thou  hall  given  me,  be  with  me 
where  I  am,  that  they  may  behold  my  glory:"  to  be 
with  me  where  I  am,  there  is  difta-nce  removed  ;  to  be- 
hold my  glory,  there  is  darknefs  removed.  Darknefs  and 
diftanoe  noM',  create  doubts  and  fears  ;  but  doubts  and 
fears  will  then  take  wings  and  flee  away,  never  to  return 
again ;  for,  **  The  face  of  the  covering  lliall  be  entirely  . 
removed,*'  Ifa.  xxv.  7,  8. 

3 .  Tiien  (hall  the  vail  of  Ordinances  be  rent  in  twain : 
any  view  we  have  erf  God's  glory  now,  is  mediate,  thro* 
the  intervention  ef  means  and  ordinances  ;  any  glimpfe 
we  get  of  his  beaety  is  throufli  the  dim  glafs  of  di:itie8 
and  ordinances;  for,  **  Now  we  fee  through  a  glafa 
darkly,"  fays  the  apoftle;  but  the  time  comes  when  the 
glafs  (hall  be  broken^  and  we  (hall  fee  him  as  he  is,  in 
an  immediate  manner;  Rev.  xxi.  22.  "  Ifaw^o  tem- 
ple tber-e ;  -for  the  Lord  God  Almighty,  and  the  Lamb,* 
are  die  temple  of  it."  An4  then  ihall  the  filings  be  abl« 
to  fay,  tliehalfof  his  glory  hath  not  been  told,  whea 
th^y  IhaTl  fee  him  face  to  face,  »nd  not  his  back'parta, 
or  the  (kirts  of  his  garments  only. 

4-  The  vail  of  fcanty  enjoyments  will  be  rent  in  twain ; 
the  vail  -of  paflrag  blinks  and  intcrrwptjed  views.  Tfae 
life  6f  the  laint  -here,  is  nlollly  a  life  of  defire  ;  he  caa 
?!ever  get  his  defire  fully  fatisfied ;  and  wheoi  you  g«t 
any  defirable  meeting  willi  the  LqyA,  nc\x^^  \\.^&  >ossx^ 
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blink  aYid  away ;  your  defires  are  but  increafed  thefebyi 
and  your  pielancholy  wants  remain  unfupplied  :  but 
within  the  vail  all  defires  (hall  be  fa^tisfied^  all  wants  fhall 
be  fupplied ;  for,  "  Jti  his  prelenc^  there  is  fulnefs  of 
joy,  and  at  his  right-hand  rivers  of  pleafure  for  ever^ 
more."  No  clouds,  no  night,  no  defertion  there  ;  no 
fuch  complaint  as  thiSj  "  O  why  hideft  thou  thy  face?'* 
The  bed  conimunion  and  enjoyment  here  admits  of  in- 
terruption; but  that  which  is  above,  is  uninterrupted  ;• 
iio  tempting  devil,  no  deceitful  heart,  no  difnial  cloud  to 
darken  their  day,  dr  interrupt  their  viflon  and  fruition 
of  Godi  Ghrift  is  here  only  pafling  by  us^  and  as  a  wayj 
faring  man,  that  tarries  only  for  a  night  j  yea,  hardly 
for  a  night:  no  fooner  do^s  he  enter,  but  he  is  away  ; 
no  fooner  does  the  heart. begin  to  dpen  to  him  fonie- 
time,  thanj^'alas!  he  is  goncj  Song. v.  6.  "  I  opened  td 
my  Beloved,  but  he  had  withdrawn  himfelfi  and  was 
gone  :"  but  then  their  enjoyment  fhall  be  full,  and  eyer- 
lading,  and  uninterrupted;  for,  **  So  fliall  they  ever  be 
with  the  Lprdi''  Partial  enjoyments  will  give  way  to 
eternally  full  enjoyments  ;  *'  For  when  that  which  is  per- 
feft  is  come,  that  which  is  in  part  fl:iall  be  dorie  away." 
5.  The  vail  of  church-diforders  and  confufion  Ihallbe 
rent  in  twain*  Many  tifti^s  you  have  reafon  to  figh  and 
complain,  that  matters  are  all  out  of  order  in  the  church  j 
the  vail  of  confufion  and  diforder  i^  upon  it,  and  the 
glory  departed  ;  nothitig  but  clouds  in  our  iky.  Indeed 
we  would  gladly  expe6^  the  tending  of  thefe  yails  that 
are  upon  the  church,  even  jn  tirtie^  and  even  with  re- 
fpeft  to  the  church  of  Scotland*  It  is  with  the  churchy 
as  it  is  with  particular  believers^  the  Lord  ufually  brings 
them  to  an  extremity,  before  he  give  them  a  deliverance  : 
the  darkeft  night  may  uflier  in  the  cleareft  day ;  to  them 
that  fear  his  natne,  the  Sun  of  rightcoufnefs  (hall  arile. 
Whatever  dark  eclipfes  the  fun  may  be  under  at  prfifentj 
do  not  fay  the  fun  is  gone  out  of  the  firmam^int,  becaufe 
it  is  a  cloudy  day  ;  the  clouds  may  grow  •  thicker  and 
thicker  yel ;  yea,  there  may  not  only  be  dark  clouds^ 
but  rain,  and  perhaps  a  terrible  fhower  of  wrath  is 
coming ;  many  things  look  like  it :  but  though  there 
JhouJd  be  both  clouds  and  rain,  fay  not  the  fun  is  gone. 
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arid  will  never  return  and  (hine  again ;  he  that  rent  the 
vail,  will  rend  the  clouds  in  his  own  time.  Yea,  the 
rending  of  the  vail  of  the  temple  did  foretel  good  to  the 
church.  It  fays  that  he  will  rear,  up  a  more  glorious 
temple,  fuch  as  is  promifed,  Ifa.  liv.  ii,  12.  *'  G  thou 
afflided,  toffed  with  tempells,  and  not  comforted !  behold 
I  will  lay  thy  ftones  with  fa^r  colours,  and  lay  thy  foun- 
dations with  fapphires;  and  I  will  make  thy  windows  of 
agates,  and  thy  gates  of  carbuncles,  and  all  thy  borders  of 
pleafaint  lloiies."  Why,  what  is  the  meaning  of  all  this  ? 
See  it  in  ver.  13.  **  All  thy  children  (hall  be  taught  of 
the  Lord,  and  great  (hall  be  tlic  peace  of  thy  children.'* 
You  fee  it  is  a  time  of  great  darknefs  in  the  church,  fo 
it  is  indeed  J  but  here  is  a-promife  of  light  that  fliall  arife, 
*'  All  thy  children  fliall  be  taught  of  the  Lord."  Is  it 
a  lime  of  great  divifion  and  contention  ?'fo  it  is;  but  here 
is  a  promife  of  great  peace,  **  Great  fliall  be  the  peace 
of  thy  children,"  We  hope  there  will  be  a  more  full 
Bccomplifliment  of  this  in  the  church,  even  in  time;  but 
when  will  all  this  come  to  pafs?  why,  we  may  come 
to  he  tried  with  another  kind  of  tern  pell  before  it  come 
to  pafs;  for,  fee  how  the  promife  is  ufliered  in,  *'  G  thou 
afflifted,  tofled  with  tempefis,  and  not  comforted;"  then 
follows  the  promife  of  a  pleafant  ifTue.  But  withal  ne- 
ver expedl  a  perfect  church  upon  earth;  we  hope  it  will 
be  more  pure,  but  it  never  will  be  perfeft,  .till  that 
which  is  in  part  fhall  be  done  away.  The  time  is  coin- 
ing, when  the  bride,  the  Lamb's  wife,  fliall  be  prefented 
to  him  without  fpot  or  wrinkle;  when  the  union  of  the 
faints  fliall  be  entire,  and  the  communion  of  faints  flaall 
be  perfeft.  There  will  be  no  contention,  no  divifion, 
DO  diforder  in  the  general  aflembly  and  churclr  of  the 
firft-born  that  are  written  in  heaven* 

6.  The  vail  of  militant  graces,  will  be  rent  in  twain: 
and  nothing  but  triumphant  graces  will  have  the  throne, 
*'  Now  remains  faith,  hope  and  love;  but  the  greateft  of 
thefe  is  love."  Why,  love  is  a  triumphant  grace;  and 
faith  and  hope  will  refign  to  love  the  chair  of  flate. 
There  will  be  no  need  of  militant  graces  in  the  clTurch 
.  triumphant ;  no  need  of  faith,  where  vifion  is  ;  no 
aeed  of  hope,  whtre  fruition  is  \  no  uttd  oi  ^"^NAevv^*^^ 
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Where  all  Iribulation  is  at  ah  end  ;  no  need  of  any  <ighfc' 
ing  grace,  where  ther^  is  nothing  but  viftory,  lights 
life,  lave,  liberty,  joy,  glory.  You  have  a  fighting 
life  of  it  h^fe,  but  then  a  fong  of  viOiory  ;  vidory  for 
"Cverrapre; 

7.  'fhe  vail  of  Infinnities  will  be  rent  in  tiK^ain:  bene 
.  believers  have  infirmities  on  their  bodies,  that  have  no 

fmall  iflilaence  on  the^^(S:ings  of  their  foixls;  infirmities 
on  tlieir  fowls,  -dafkne's  and  dulnefs  in  their  intelieftual 
powers;  itifirmitie^  of  the  new  nature,  thevgh  creatit4 
in  Chrift  Jefus,  tl>ough  fupported  by  his  power,  and 
gaidcd  by  hi*  grace ;  yet  Hill  it  is  a  weak  thing,  like  a 
liew-boi*ri  babe  t  but  none  of  thefe  infirmities  are  ita  them 
that  ar-e  within  the  vail  J  they  are  become  perfect  3 
*'  Then  fliall  we  all  come  in  thp  unity  of  the  faith,  to  a 
f>eTfea  man  in  Ghrift,"  Epii.  iv'.  13.  Theii  that  fcrip- 
t«re  ihall  be  fully  ^ccohiplifeed,,  ifa^  xkx,  26.  **  The 
light  of  the  moon  fliall  be  as,  the  light  of  tl>e  futi ;  and 
the  ligfet  of  the  fun  fhall  be  fev^n-foldi  as  the  light  of 
feven  days.'* 

8.  *rhe  vail  of  Mortdity  fliall  be  relit  in  twain;  far, 
"  Thb  mortal  (hall  put  on  immortality  ;  this  corrupti- 
on, fliall  -put  en  incorruption;  anS  death  fliall  be  fwal- 
lowed  lap  iii  vidory.^'  The  vail  of  flefli,  the  day  taber- 
nacle win  be  rent  in  twain ;  •*  We  know,  that  if  the 
'carthly  houfe  of  this  tabernacle  were  diffolved,  we  have  a . 
building  of  Got!,  a  houfe  not  made  with  hands,  eternal 
in  the  heavens:  for  in  this  we  groan  cariieflly^  <lefiring 
to  be  cJothed  upon  with  our  houfe  which  is  from  heaven,'* 
2  Got.  v.  1,2;  O  was  you  ever  brought  to  *h»t  tnan's 
faying,  *  O .  n>ortality,  mortality  \  O  time,  time  1  that 
*  will  not  hafte  away,  t<D  let  eternity  come  !' .  Was  yo!Li 
never  content  to  ihake  the  fand-glafe  of  time  to  win  to 
fternity?  was  you  never  content  to  take  death  in  your 
arms ;  and  fay.  Welcome,  welcome ;  O  friend,  ivelcon^e 
•news,  that  mortality  Ihall  be  fwallowed  up  of  life  ? 

9.  The  vail  of  Incapacity  will  be  rent  i-n  twain;  now 
you  are  not  capable  of  that  glory  which  you  diaH  be 
■able  to  behold  and  contain  in  heavJ^n ;  yo^ir  ty^  is  fo 
weak,  that  you  cannot  behold  the  Sun  of  arightebufnefs 
Aining  in  his  ftrength.     Tho^  UgUt  fee  the  rooft  pleaf- 

in^  thing  to  the  eye  ;  yet  the  lueMv^Ti  \:>t\^Vs\^^  \i^  >Jcv^ 
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fan  cannot  be  looked  upon  without  deftroylng  the  fight; 
becaufe  the  faculty  is  not  fo  ftrong^  nor  capable  to  re* 
ceive  the  objeft:  fo  it  is  here^  we  want  a  capacity  to 
bfhold  the  light  of  glory  ;  but  within  the  vail,  or  in  hea- 
ven, the  faculty  will  be  ftrengihened,  and  the  capacity 
enlarged,  to  hold  an  exceeding  great  and  eternal  weight 
of  glory  i  the  want  of  which  hath  made  fome,  in  time, 
when  their  cup  hath  overflowed  with  confolation,  to 
cry  out>  *  Lord,   hold  thy  hand,  thy  fervant  is  a  clay- 

*  veflel,  and  can  hold  no  more.'  Indeed  it  is  little  w« 
get  here  below,  and  it  is  little  we  can  hold>  though  wo 
fliould  get  our  fill ;  but  in  heaven  the  capacity  will  hi 
fo  enlarged,  that  it  will  be  able  to  hold  a  fulnefsof  God, 
a  fulnefs  of  glory,  a  fulrtefs  of  the  Spirit;  fulnefs  of  joy. 
at  God's  right-hand  for  ever  and  even 

10.  The  vail  of  wearinefs  fhall  b^  rent  in  twain ;  her«' 
we  foon  weary  of  praying  and  preaching,  we  foon  weary 
of  fermons  and  facraments*  I  doubt  not  but  many  here 
may  be  wearied  to  the  heart  with  this  day's  work.  Indeed 
little  wonder  that  the  carnal  heart  fay,  What  a  wearinefs  ia 
this  work?  'For,  as  one  fays,  you  may  take  a  carnal  man^ 

*  tie  him  to  a  poft,  and  then  kill  him  with  praying  and 
^  preiaching  only.'  But  even  the  fpiritual  man  himfelf, 
ivhile  he  hath  a  wearying  body  of  death  about  him,  he 
wearies  of  ordinances,  he  wearies  of  God's  fervice;  but 
in  heaven,  within  the  vail,  they  fhall  ferve  him  without 
wearying  or  fainting.  Rev.  xxii.  3.;  there' his  fervanta 
ihall  ferve  him.  Their  weary  fervice  here  is  hardly  to 
be  called  a  fervice;  but  there  his  fervants  (hall  ferve  him 
indeed.  O!  will  it  not  be  a  myftery,  and  a  great  won- 
der, if  we,  who  cannot  pray  half  an  hour  to  an  end,  and  . 
hardly  hear  an  hour  to  an  end,  but  will  be  toiled,  as 
if  we  had  done  fome  marvellous  work,  Ihall  be  brought 
to  heaven,  and  never  weary  of  the  fervice  of  heaven  ? 
Here  }s  comfort,  believer,  you  ihall  through  all  the 
years  of  eternity,  praife  him,  and  never  weary. 

In  a  word,  all  the  vails  of  trouble  and  trials  will  be 
rent  in  twain;"  *"^  There  remains  a  reft  for  the  people  of 
God.*' — The  vail  of  forrow  and  anxiety  ihall  be  rent  in 
twain ;  for  all  tears  ihall  be  wipt  from  their  eyes:  Sorrow 
andfighing  feaJJ  Ate  away. — The  va\l  q£  ^Lckti^l'^  vcv\ 
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une^finefs  of  body  or  foul  fhall  be  rert  in  twain :  The  in- 
.iabitants  of  that  land  fhall  not  fay,  I  am  fick ;  ihe  people 
that  dwell  therein  fli,i'll  be  forgiven  tlxeir  iniquity,— 
Tue  vail  of  wandering  thoughts  and  vain  imaginations 
will  be  rem  in  twain;  j;ou.  Ihall  nqt  have  a  wrong 
thought  or  conception  of  God  throughout  all  eternity  ; 
for  all  your  heart- plagues,  lull?,  and  corruptions,  that 
you  have  been  wreltling' with  all  your  day^^.,  yj'iW  leave 
you ;  and  1  am  fure  you  will  leave  them  with  fuch  plea- 
fure  and  iatistaclion,  and  be  fo  glad  to  part  with  them, 
that  you  will  hardly  {hdkt  hands  with  them  ;  but  rather 
fay,  the  back  of  njy  hand  to  you:  many  a  fad  hour, 
many  a  ffgh  and  groan  have  you  coll  me;  but  it  is  well  for 
roe,  tiiat  now  I  am  quit  of  you  for  ever.  And  I  cannot 
but  fay,  that  they  wiio  now  have  a  glad  heart  to  think  of 
'  a  parting  with  the^e,  and  a  meeting  .with  Chrift  for  ever, 
thev  have  gotten  fome  communion  with  him  this  day.  - 
.  Finally,  The  Vail  of  Time  will  be  rent  in  twain ; 
and  the  ftreams  of  time  will  be  fwa'lowed  up  in  the 
ocean  of  eternity.  O  how  will  you  fay  with  wonder 
then,  Ohath  fucph  a  black  and  ugly  creature  as  I  was, 
gotten  glorious  Ghrill  in  my  arms,  never,  never,  never 
to  part  a^ain  I  O  how  will  his  kind i looks  dart  a  fweet- 
nefs  and  joy  inexpreflible  into  your  hearts,  w^hen  yoa 
lliall  be  led  with  the  Lamb  about  the  rivers  of  living 
water,  when  time  ihall  be  no  more! — Take  all  this 
.this  comfort  into  your  hearts,  believers,  for  the  God 
of  confolation  allows  yoti  to  rejoice  for  ever,  and  to 
rejoice  in  the  hope  of  the  glory  of  God,  which  yoa 
Ihall  fee  an  J  be  for  ever  poflell  of  within  the  va  1. 

UQi  Fifth,  For  Exhortation,     All  I  ihall  now  fay,  is 
this,  if  the  vail  be  rent  in  twain  by  the  death  of  Chrift,  ^ 
O  then  come  and  fee,  come  and  take,  come  and  wonder, 
come  and  enter,  come  and  fing* 

1 .  Come  and  fee.  When  the  feal  was  opened,  Rev.  vi. 
then  the  voice  cried,  "Come  and  fee:"  fo,  when  the  vail 
is  rent,  O  come  and  fee ;  come  and  fee.  Turn  afide  and 
fee  this  great  fight,  the  vail  of  feparation  bejtwixt  God 
and  us  rent  in  twain  from  the  top  to  the  bottom.  What 
w^a'-.  to  be  feen  within  the  vail  of  the  temple,  you  are 
toJd^  Hcb.  ix.  4,  J.  "  There  was  to  be  feen  the  ^oldea 
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cenfer,  the  golden  pot,  the  ark  of  the  covenant,  the  tablet 
of  the  covenant,  and  over  it  the  cherubims  of  glory  over- 
ihaJowing  the  mercy-feat."  What  all  thefe  did  fignify', 
I  cannot  ftand  to  (hew  ;  but  in  Ihort,  they  all  pointed 
out  the  glory  of  God  in  Jefus  Chrilh  Now  the  vail  is 
rent;  then  look  into  the  holicll,  and  fee  the  glorious  my- 
ftery  of  redeeming  love ;  fee  the  wifdom,  power,  holinefs^ 
judice,  goodnefs,  and  grace  of  God,  manifeiled  brightly 
in  the  face  of  J^-fus,  who  by  his  death  rent  the  vail, 
that  we  migiit  fee  heaven,  and  the  glory  of  it. 

2.  Come  and  take.  The  pot  of  manna  was  withitt 
the  vail,  as  you  fee  in  that  forecited  text,  which  fignified 
Chrirt  the  bread  of  life.  Now,  that  the  vail  i$  rent; 
you  may  co:ne  to  the  holiell  and  take  manna  :  if  you 
go  away  failing;  this  night,  it  will  be  your  own  fault; 
for  you  have  liberty  to  come  and  take,  fince  the  vail  is 
rent.  Chrift  himfelf  is  the  manna ;  and  if  you  take  him, 
you. take  all  thinjrs  with*  him  that  you  need.  Do  you  , 
■need  a  pardon  ?  Why,  the  opening  of  the  vail  is  a  pro- 
clamation of  pardon  upon  a  jubilee  day.  In  the  year  of 
jubilee,  the  priells  entered  within  the  vail  into  the  holieft; 
and  there  was  a  difcharge  of  debt,  and  liberty  proclaimed; 
■fo  here  is  our'jubilee;  Chrilt  our  H'O^h-Priefl  having 
rent  the  vail,  and  entered  into  the  holieft,  he  iffues  out 
his  proclamation  of  indemnity;  he  proclaims  pardori 
of  debt.  Many  a  bankrupt  drowned  in  deb',  is  in  this 
green;  but  behold,  the  cry  is,  *'  Go  forth  ye  prifoners 
of  hope."  There  is  a  pardon  in  this  pot  of  manna,  if 
you  will- but  take  it;  yea,  there  is  life  to  your  fouls, 
and  death  to  your  fins  in  this  pot  of  mannsi,  if  you  will 
take  it.  Objetl.  But  you  will  fay,  I  cannot  take  what 
is  offered  to  me.  Anfw.  I  wi(h  you  indeed  knew  your 
own  weaknefs,  and  fenfible  of  it;  *'  No  man  can  come 
to'  me,  fays  Chrift,  except  the  Father  drnw  him  :'* 
•But,  O!  hath  God  drawn  yoii  fo  far  as  that  you  are 
willing  to  take  Chrift,  though  you  can  do  nothing;  and 
willing  that  Chrift  (hould  take  you  ?  Do  you  know  what 
it  is  to  believe  ?  It  is  not  to  do  fome  great  thing  by  your 
own  power,  no :  it  is  a  grace  that  hath  two  eyes ;  with  the 
one  it  looks  to  a  man's  felf,  and  fees  his  own  utter  we^vV.- 
Hefs,  IhyiDg,  "  Not  that  I  am  fufficiciit  o5  rt\^fe\l  \.ox^\\^ 
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any  thing  as  of  myfelf:''  and  with  the^  other  it  looks  t# 
God,  and  fees  his  infinite  power,  faying, "  My  fufficiency 
is  of  God/'  So,  that  to  believe,  is  to  fee  that  you  can  do 
nothing,  and  to  employ  the  power  of  God  to  do  all  thinga 
for  you,  and  in  you  that,yo\i  need.  Now,  when  you 
lare  called  to  take  Chrift,  you  are  called  tp  take  and 
p^nploy  the  power  of  God  to  do  all  things'  that  you  are 
called  to  do,  but  cannot  do  of  yourfelf;  this  power  of 
God  is  in  your  offwr,  and  you  may  give  employment  to 
it :  Ifn.  xxvii.  5.  "  Let  him  take  hold  of  my  ftrength^ 
that  he  may  make  peace  with  me,  ^nd  he  fhall  make 
peace  with  me*'*  Did  you  ever  know  before  that  the 
power  of  God  wsjs  at  your  fervice  ?  Take  hold  of  his. 
power,  and  give  employment  to  hi?  power,  fcying.  Lord, 
let  this  power  of  thine  be  put  forth  upon  an  indigent 
preature,  that  1  m?y  take  Chrift.  Behold,  the  Father 
offers  him  for  wifdom,  rightecufnefs,  fanftification  and 
i-cdeni^^tion ;  there  is  manna  indeed,  which  you  have  for 
the  taking  in  this  manner,  faying,  LorcJ,  take  me,  and  I 
5will  take  thee,  l^et  thy  power  and  grace  be  glorified 
iipon  me.  If  you  be  in  earneft,  it  is  a  bargain  ;  for  he 
tiever  called  a  finner  to  take  his  Son  upon  any  other 
terms>,  but  that  they  only  confent  that  Chrift  perform 
€ill  the  work,  and  take  all  the  g'ory, 

3.  Come  and  wonder:  "  Behold,  the  vail  of  the  temple 
was  rent  in  tw«in,  from  tl>e  top  to  the  bottom.'*  Come 
and  wonder,  that  all  hinderarices  are  taken  out  of  the 
Vay  of  your  accefs  to  God.  Wonder  at  the  love  of  God 
in  ft-nding  his  Son  to  rend  the  vail;  wonder  at  the  love 
Tof  Chrill  in  rending  the  vail,  tHat  you  might  have  accefs 
to  God^,  wonder  that  it  was  rent  at  all]  wonder  that  it 
*^vas  rent  in  twain^  wonder  that  it  was  tent  from  the  top 
to  the  bottom^  wonder  at  the  thing,  and  wonder  at  the 
t>ccafion  of  it.  Chrift  gave  up  the  ghofl>  and  the  vail  of 
the  temple  was  rent.  The  rending  of  the  vail  coft  him 
his  life.,  it  coft  him  his  foul',  his  foul  was  made  an  offer- 
ing for  fin,  and  theti  the  Vail  was  rent. '  O,  is  there  no 
\vondering  at  this  i  It  wpuld  be  an  evideace  of  a  good 
communion  to.  you,  if  you  were  filled  with  wonder, 
A  fiiort  wonder  is  better  than  a  long  prayer. 

4'  Come  and  enter.    Not  otAy  fet  ^tv^\»kft>a.nd  woiip 
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'der,  but  alfo  Boldly  enter  into  theholieft;  not  flanding 
in  the  outer  court,  ^s  it  were,  or  behind  the. vail  gazing, 
or.  only  putting  in  your  hand  by  the  rent  vail,  but  come 
in  wholly  and  enter  boldly.     The  vail  is  rem  in  twain; 
Q  theni  come  and  enter  by  the  rent.    You  may  all  come 
boldly  to  the  holiell,  by  this. new  and  living  way  that  is 
iconfecrated  through  the  vail.    O  may  fuch  a  dogy  fuch  a 
filthy  dog  as  I  come  ?  Yes,  we  ufe  to  fay,  when  doors  are 
open,  dqgs  come  in;  the  door  is  open,  the  vail  is  rent;  let 
dogs  come  in  and  get  a  crumb*     The  Gentiles  are  called 
dogs  in  fcripture  ;   and  it   is  faid,  *'  Wiihout  are  dogs, 
murderers,  forccrers,vvhoremongersj"  but  to  all  the  dogs 
that  are  without  the  vail,  we,  in  God's  name,  proclaim 
liberty  to  come  in,   and  get  what  will  fave  you  and 
fanftify  you.     You  fay  you  have  nothing  to  hrmg  with 
youj  qo  gra:e,  no  good.     I  tell  you,  there  is  none  here, 
but  they  have  fomething  to  bring  to  Chrifi  with  thC*m« 
What  is  that  ?    Have  yoU  not   much  fin  and  mifery  to 
bring  with  you  ?  have  you  not  much  want,  weaknefs, 
-^nd  wickednefs,   to  bring  with  you?     Come  with  all 
.your  ills,  in  order  to  get  all  good;  come  withyour  fms, 
lind  get  grace  ;  come  with  your  guilt,  and  get  a  pardon; 
come  with  your  filthinefs^    and  get   clesinfing  j-  comei 
with  your  wants,  and  get  falnefs.     Let  dogs  come  ia 
5ind  get  a  crumb'v  yea,  .a  feaft.     There  is  nolhiag  to  hin^ 
der  yb.u,  fitice  the  vail  is  rent.     The  la^w  is  tuoi  in  your 
way^  for  that  is  fulfilled  5.  the  flaming  cherubim  is  not 
in  your  way^    for  Chrift  hath  rent  the  vail  of  God*a 
wrath,  and  divided  the  Red  Sea  of  divine  Vengeance,that; 
you  n^ight  pafs  through.     Have  you  a  mind  foi:  heaven^ 
man,  wo^iian  ?•  h^re  is  the  way,  it  liea  through  the  rent 
Tail;  and  if  you  take  not  this  way,  you  fliall  never  enter 
there:  For  there  are  two  porters,  tha;  will  keep  all  unbe^r 
Kevers  out,  n:amely,  juftice  and  holitv^fs.     Jauice  will 
.  fay,  I  muft  be  fatisfied^  holinefs  will  fa.y,*I  muft  be  vin- 
dicated,  or  elfe  you  fhall  never  enter  here  ;  but  if  you 
come  by  this  rent  vail,  you  fliall  have  open  entrance 
into  the  heavenly  kingdom.     Chrift  will  fay  to  juftice. 
Let  fuch  a  man  in,  for  I  paid  you  all  his  debt;  holinefs 
let  fuch  a  man  in,   for  I  gave  you  a  perfeCl  obedience 
ift,  blip,  i  look  upon  him  in  me.     Thia  v^vW  bx\^tj  \iCi\!!cv 
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thefe  porters  to  let  believers  pafs.  O  then,  come  and 
enter  thrftugh  the  vail  that  is  rent.  Chrilllefs  foul, 
who  will  fatisfy  jiiflice  and  holinefs  for  you  ?  Thefe 
porters  will  never  be  bribed  by  you.  Therefore,  O 
come,  and  enter  by  the  rent  vail,  for  tliere  is  no  other 
way  to  heaven.  , 

5.  Come  and  fing.  If  you  have  made  entrance,  O 
fmg,  Glory  to  God  in  the  highcft,  that  ever  rent  this 
vail.  You  might  go  home  finging,  if  you  took  up  the 
true  meaning  of  the  text,  and  turned  it  to  a  fong;  and 
fmg  it  with  underftanding,  *'  Behold,  the  vail  of  the 
temple  was  rent  in  twain,  from  the  top  to  the  bottom." 
Behold,  the  vail  is  rent,  and  Ihall  never  be  whole  again. 
Behold,  the  work  is  completed  by  the  Son  of  God;  the 
work  is  done,  and  fliall  never  be  undone. — To  the  Au- 
thor and  Finiflier  of  this  great  work  be  glory  for  even 
Amen,    , 
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SERMON     III.*    ■ 

The  BEST  MATCH;  or,  t|ie  Inf 
comparable  Marriage  between;  the 
CRKA  FOR  and  the  Creature,  •  -' 

-     Isaiah  liv.  5.    ' 

Thy  Maker  is  thy  tlvjhand. . 

TH  E  prophet.  Ifaiah  having  largely  difcx)urrcJ  of 
tiie  fufFerings  of  Clirill,  and  the  blcffed  fruits'  'and 
cffefts  of  them;  anioni^  which,  one  is,  that  he  flidnld 
have  a  numerous  feed  to  believe  on  him  ;  "and  that, 
when  the  Jews  reject  him,  the  Gentiles  fiiould  gladly 
receive  him  :  And  thus  forfeeing,  by  the  fpirit  of  pro- 
phecy, the  glorious  Hate  of  the  Gentile  church>^he  breaks 
forth  into  a  fong  of  triumph  in  the  beginning  of  "this 
chapter;  where  the  prophet  diredls  his- fpeech  to-the 
church  and  fpoufe  of  pod  in  tbefe  words,  "  Sing,  Q 
barren,  thou  that  didft  not  bear ;  break  forth  in^to  fing- 
ing,  and  cry  aloud,  thou  that  didft  not  trayail  with  child: 
for  more  are  the  children  of  the  defolate,  than  the  chil- 
dren of  the  married  wife,  faith  the  Lord.'*  Where  wc 
have  a  magnificent  promife  of  the  fertility  and  the  feli- 
city of  the  Gentile  church  ;  and  this  is  enlarged  to  the 
fifth  verfe,  which  contains  the  words,  of  our  text;  where 
we  have  the  reafon  of  her  happincfs  and.fruitfulnefs  who 
was  formerly  2^  barren  widow,  for^  "  Thy  Maker  is  thy 
Hulband:''  he  who  made  thee  out  of  nothing,  and  there- 
*fore  can  eafily  fulfil  all  thefe  promifes,  how  unlikely  fo- 
cver  they  feem  to  be;  he  who  made  thee  a  people^  yea, 
which  is  more,  who  made  thee  his  people,  he  will  own 
thee  as  his  fpoufe,  and  aft  the  part  of  ati  hufband  to  thee. 

*  This  was  delivered  in  two  difcourfes  at  Cnlrofs;   but  the  precife  time  and 
©ccallon  cannot  be  afccruincd ;   only  w€  fee  the  ^tl^  td\uoxi  7<^"&  ^xxsvV'i^  Ksap^s^  ^ 

K4-  •     V^^ 
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I  fhall  defer  my  further  mtroduftion  and  explication^ 
find  alfo  whatever  might  be  faid  concerning  the  external' 
relation  betwixt  Chrill  and  the  vifible  church,  my  chief 
defign  being,  at  this  time,  only  to  fpeak  a  little  to  that 
internal  fpiritual  marriage -relation  betwixt  Ghrift  and 
the;  invtfible  church,  pr  Chriti  and  thq.  believer,  ^s  it  is 
reprefented  under  the  formality,  of  a  niarriage ;  ^nd 
What  I  would  offer  upon  this  fubj^^>  1  lay  before  you 
in  this  doctrinal  jpropoAtion, 

Xhat  there  is  a  marrlage-Trelation  betwixt  Chrlft  an4 
believers,   wherein  he  fuppUes  the   place  of  a  huf, 
b.apd  unto  them,  ^n^  Xli^y  th?  pl^^ce  of  a  bride  and  , 
I'poufe  to  him,        •     . " 

tn  prdfecuting  whereof,  I  would  effay  thefe  three  things, ' 
J.  Prove,  That  there  is  fuch  a  ma'rriagerrelation  be* 

twi:{;t  Ghtift  and  believers, 
11.  Speak  to  the  nature  of  this  marriage. 
IJI.  Give'  the  re^ifons,  why  Ghrilt  comes  under  fucl^ 

a  relation  to  his  people, 
IV.  Make  fome  application  of  the  fub}e£t. 

I.  To  confirm,  the  doflrine,  th^t  there  is  a  marriage- 
relation  betwixt  Ghrifl  and  believers.  This  will  appear 
ifrom  thefe  two  confideratipns.  • 

1.  From  the  compellations  given  to  Chrift  with  rela- 
tion to  believers.  How  frequently  doth  the  Tpoufe  call 
him  her  Hufband  in  the  book  of  the  Song?  ^'  As  the  ap-. 
.ple-ti;se  among  the  trees  of  the  wood,  fo  is  my  Beloved 
among  the  fons.  My  Beloved  Is  mine,  and  I  am  his,'* 
Song  ii.  3.  16.  And^  fays  the  apoille,  2  Cor.  xi.  z* 
,<'  I  have  efpoufed  you  to  one  hulhand,  'tha.t  I  may  pre* 
fent  you  as  a  cha|le  virgin  unto  Ghriil." 

2.  The  marriage -relation  betwixt  Chrift  and  bdievr 
ers  appears  from  tlie  compellations  given  to  believers  in 
icnpture,  with  refpe^.to  Chrift.  How  frequently  calls 
he  her  his  love,  his  fpoufe,  in  the  book^of  jhe  Song? 
*v  Thou  haft  raviflied  my  heart,  my  fifter,  my  spouse. 
How  faij-  is  t-hy  lave,  my  fifter,  my  sfouseT'  Song  iv.  9,  • 
la.    In  Rev^xix.  7.  there  the  churchi  (or  believers  in 

JA&  coik^ive  capacity  ][  is  caUedvJacbfvd'^iv^'^^'^'^'^y 
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wife:.  **  The  marriage  of  the  Lamh  is  come,  and  tho 
BRIDE. hath  made  her felf  ready."  We  need  not  fland 
to  prove  that  which  is  fo  evident,  we  need  fay  no  moro 
to  confirm  it,  than  to  repeat  the  text,  *;  Th)r  Maker 
is  thy  Hulband."     Theretore  I  come,. 

II.  To  fpt'fik  of  the  nature  of  this  marriage:  and  hero 
Ive  wpujd  briefly  confiJejr,  i.  The  Parties  married, 
4^,  The  Terms  of  the  marriage.  3.  The  Properties  of 
the  marriage.  4.  The  effedls  of  it.  5.  How  the  match 
is  carried  on.     6.  How  it  is  concluded. 

(1.)  I  fay,  let  us  confider  the  Parties  married;  wh® 
|s  the  Bridegroom,  and  who  is  the  bride. 

1.  Tiien,  the  Bridegroom^  is  the  Wifdom  of  God  a 
$nd  all  the  trcafures  of  wifdom  and  knowledge  are  found 
in  him :  he  knows  al}  the  wahts  of  the  bride,  and  iai 
ready  tor  fupply  them.-r^On  the  other  hand,  the  bride^i' 
before  her  matching  wjth  him,  is  the  nioft  arrant  fool 
out  of  hell:  her  folly  Is  difcovered  by  continuing  ta 
tefufe  to  match  with  him;  to  refuf^  to  give  her  coufcut 
to  this  heavenly  Bridegroom,  *  v 

2.  The  Bridegroom  is  the  eternal  Son  of  God;  th* 
King's  only  Son;  "  The  King  made  a  marriage  for  hia 
Son;'*  He  is  the  hloodroyal  of  heaven. — Op  the  oihei 
hand,  What  is  the  bride's  pedigree  ?  She  needs  not  boaft 
of  her  defcent ;  *'  Thy  fether  was  an  Amorite,  and  thy 
mother  an  Hiitit?^'*  E^^k.  ^yi.  3,  Tnere  is  a  vaft  d\U 
ference  here. 

.3,  The  Bridegroom  is  the  heir  of  all  things:  he  hath 
all  riches,  "  The  unfearchable  riches  of  Chrift."— Bm 
what  is  the  bride  worth  before  he  match  with  her  ?  Shq 
is  worfe  than  nothing,  poverty  itfelf;  and  not  only  a 
beggar,  but  i»  debt,  and  Chrift  is  willing  to  pay  het 
^ebt, 

,  4.  The  Bridegroom  is  comely  j^nd  glorious;  All  the 
fcraphims  and  chefubims  above,  all  the  fons  of  men  iix 
the  w^orJd,  all  the  crowned  heads  on  earth,  in  all  tBfe 
eircufliftances  of  glory,  are-  but  like  black  pieces  oC 
earth  compared  with  this  glorious  Bridegroom.— Oi^ 
the  other  hatid.  What  is  the  bride  before  He  match  witlii 
fecr?   Even  a^  W^ck  an  the  deyil  can  tnu^^  \x^t;   "^^Ai, 
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only  a  leopardy  fpotted  here  and  there,  but  an  Ethiopu 
an,  wholly  black  and  ugly.  When.lhe  is  call  forth  in 
the  open  field  to  the  loathing  of  her  perfon,  flie  is  a  fpec- 
tacle  of  horror  and'mifery;  yet  then  it  is  a  marriage- 
day,  and  a  time  of  love. 

(?-.)  What  are  the  terms  of  the  marriage;  the  articles 
of  it  on  his  part  and  her  part  ?  The  terras  on  her  part, 
though  the  whole  belong  to  Ghrift,  yet,  to  fpeak  of 
terms  in  an  improper,  fenfe,  he  requires  of  her  what  he 
worketh  in  her  ;  namely, 

1.  That  flie  be  divorced  from  all  other  hufbands,  and 
give  up  with  air  other  lovers  and  idols;  particularly, 
that  flie  be  divorced  from  the  law,  that  Ihe  may  be  mar- 
ried unto  Chrill :  Ihe  mull  not  obey  the  law  from  a 
principle  of  hfer  own  ftrength";  nor  as  a  covenant  of 
Works,  that,  by  obedience,  Ihe  may  purchafc  a  title  to 
heaven  }  nor  to  gratify  a  natural  confcience;  nor  mere- 
ly to  efcape  hell,  arid  make  a  righteoufnefs  of  her  obe- 
dience: ftie  mull  be  divorced  from  that  hufband. 

2.  Upon  her  part  it  was  required,  that  fbe  be  fatisfied 
with  this  hufband  alone,  as  the  great  portion  of  the 
foul,  that  he  may  have  no  rival,  no  competitor  in  her 
sifFefilions,  none  to  fit  on  the  throne  with  him :  Ihe  muft 
keep  the  chief  room  for  the  Son  of  God^  Again,  oni 
his  part^  he  contrafts, 

^   I.  That  he  will  make  over  himfelf  to  her;  all  he  is^ 

all  he  hath,  all  he  hath  purchafed,  all  he  hath  promifed: 

he  will  make  over  to  her  all  the  bleflings  of  the  everlaft- 

.   ing  covenant.     O  this  is  a  fweet  article !  and  a  large 

charter  indeed  !  . 

2.  He  contrafts  to  perform  all  the  glorious  offices  of 
a  hufband  to  her;  to  provide  for  her,  pioteft  her,  direft 
her,  pity  her,  clothe  her,  to  encourage  and  comfort  her;, 
and  to  do  all  for  her  fhe  needs  ;  this  is  the  fum  of  the 
contraft  ;  for,  to  fpeak  properly,-  Chriil  is  all,  atid  does 
all  in  this  matter;  and  our  part  is  done  by  him  in  us, 
HoL  ii.  19,  20.  "  I  will  betrothe  thee  unto  me  for  ever: 
yea,  I  will  betrothe  thee,  unto  me  in  righteoufnefs,  and 
hi  judgraent,  and  in  loving-kind nefs,  and  in  mercies  5 
I  wiir  even  betrothe  thee  unto  tne  in  faithfulnefs,  arid 
tboii  /bale  kaow,  the  Lord,'*     Ghti&  fi^  tKe  contra^ 
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for  him  and  her  both.  *'  I  will  bctrothc  thee  unto  me  ia 
righteouffiefs ;''  I  will  fulfil  the  law,  and  faiisfy  God*g 
jultice.  "  I  will  betrothe  thee  unto  me  in  loving-kind- 
nefs :"  though  there  be  nothing  in- thee  to  invite  my 
love,  but  much  to  challenge  ray  averfion,  jet  I  wiU 
overcome  all  thy  imperfeflions,  and  fet  my  love  upoa 
thee.  "  I  will  betrothe  thee  unto  me  in  mercies  ;"  in 
pardoning  mercy,  fanftifying  mercy,  fupporiing  mercy, 
comforting  mercy.  But  lell  the  bi  ide  think,  that  when 
ever  (he  fins  there  may  be  a  divorce,  (he  may  break  and 
go  away,  therefore  it  follows,  ''  I  will  beirotlie  thee  un- 
to  me  in  faithfulnefs."  He  pledo;es  his  veracity  for  ful- 
filling the  articles  on  her  part  and  his  both.  But  then, 
(3.)  What  are  the  Properties  of  tiiis  marriage  ? 

1.  It  is  a  very  Myfterious  marriage,  that  the  Crea- 
tor fliould  take  the  work  of  his  hands  for  a  bride  ;  not 
only  when  in  its  primitive  and  virgin  integrity,  as  it 
dropt  out  of  his  creating  hands,  but  when  polluted  with 
the  poifon  of  the  devil,  the  venom  of  the  ferpent,  that 
he  (hould  take  her  for  a  brid^- ;  "  Thy  Maker  \s  -thy 
Hufband."  This  is  a  wonderful  conjunftion.  If  a  glo- 
rious angel  fhould  be  matched  with  a  creeping  worm> 
and  a  king  with  a  beggar,  it  would  not  be  fuch  a, won- 
der; but  the  Maker  to  join  himfelf  to  the  work  of  his 
hands;  there  cannot  be  a  greater  diftance  conceived  be- 
twixt any  thing,  than  betwixt  a  Creator,  and  that  whicJh 
is  brought  out  from  the  barren  womb  of  nothing,  a 
creature  ;  and  yet  they  are  in  a  marriage-relation ; 
**  Thy  Maker  is  thy  Hufband.'' 

2.  This  raarria;:;e  is  very  difficult  and  hard.  It  is 
true,  there  is  nothing  too  hard  for  Omnipotency ;  yet 
the  human  nature  of  Chrift  had  much  to  do  with  it: 
though  he  was  fupjx^rted  by  the  divine  nature,  yet  he 
behoved  to  fwira  through  the  river  of  his  own  blood,: 
before  he  could  get  his  bride.  He  fatisfied  the  juftice  of 
God,  eftabliflied  a  new  covenant.  All  this  mull  be  done 
in  order  to  this  marriage. 

3.  This  marriage  is  an  indiffolvable  marriage;  death 
diffolves  other  relations,  but  it  increafes  this  intimate 
union :  Nothing  fhall  feparate  Chrift  and  the  believer ; 
*'  I  am  perfuaded,  faith  ]?aul,  that  ivc\\.W  Xvl^^wsi^  ^^>?b^ 
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«or  angelsj  nor  principalities,  nor  powers,  nor  thingi 
prcfent,  nor  things  to  come,  nor  height,  nor  depth,  nor 
i^ny  other  creature,  Ihall  be  ablo  to  feparate  us  from  th^ 
love  of  God  which  is  in  Ciirill  Jefus  our  Lord,"  Rom, 
Viii.  38,  39.  , 
.    (\.)  What  are  the  Effefts  of  this  marriage  ? 

1.  Tne  firll  and  immediate  cfte£t  is  a  moll  clofi;  uni^ 
tin  betwixt  Ghrill  and  the, belie veh  This  union,  though 
lefs  than  9  perfonjil  union,  although  it  be  in  fome  re- 
fpeft,  yet  it  is  more  than  a  political  union,  morfe  thaa 
a  moral  unioo  ;  It  13  $  very  clofe  union.  The  Bride- 
groom, Ghrill,  he  gives  his  bride  his  own  Spirit;  cora^ 
inunicates  vitsil  ii^ftuences,  from  the  glorious  Head,  to 
her ;  land  fhe  cleaves^  by  faith  aftd  love,  clofe  tq  him  : 
and  God  promlfes  th^t  he  will  njake  the  houfe  of  Ifrael 
cleave  clofe  to  him,  as  a  girdle  to  the  loins  of  a  man, 
Jer.  xiiiv  u,  Ht  makes  his  fpoufe,  in  fpite  of  all  her 
folly,  in  fpite  of  all  her  ^nmity^^  in  fpit^  of  aU  feer  enc* 
mies  and  temptations,  to  cleave  clofe^  to,  him.. 

2.  Another  e^^ft  of  this  union,  is  fvveet  conimunioTH 
mutual  fellowftiip  :  he  feads  with,  them  and  they  with 
bira;  he  blows  upon  Ij^r  garden,  quickens  and,  animates, 
her  graces ;  and  theq  h^  CQJ^es  a.n^l  eats  his.  pleafant 
(ruits.  - 

3.  Another  effcd  is,  Familiarity,  which  is  ooincideat 
with  the  former :  he  treats  them  not  as  ftrangers,  but 
as  friends  ;  and  uot  as  friends  only,  but  as  his  owa 
ipoufe ;  .he  communicates  to  her,  and  fpeaks  comfort. 
ably  and  kindly  to  her,  It  ia  a  wonder  what  conde- 
fcenfioil  God  will  make  fonietimes :  and  the  believer- 
again  can  be  more  familiar  with  God,,  thaa  with  the 
whole  world  j  and  can  tell  to  Giod  what  he  can  tell  to. 
none  elfe.-?— Thus  you  fee  fotne  of  the  effcCl,s  of  thiS; 
inarriage.  '  ^ 

(5.)  How  was  the  match  carrieion  ? 

I  anfwer,  In  a  word.  Oil  his  part  it  was  carried  on. 
thus: 

I.  He  gave  the  Father  his  hand,  and  engaged  ta  . 
him  in  the  covenant  of  redemption,  from  ^ernity,  that 
he  would  do  all  things  aeceffary  for  accompUihing  the 
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2.  Bccaufe  there. muft  be  an  union  of  natures  betwixt 
the  Bridegroom  and  the  bride ;  (it  was  not  pcflible  thafl 
we  could  be  matched  with  the  divine  nature ;)  there- 
fore he  becomes  a  man,  and  takeS  on  our  nature,  that 
there  might  be  an  union  of  natures. 

3.  Becaufe  the  bride  is  a  flave,  he  pays  her  ranfom^ 
fubflitutes  hinrfclf  in  her  room,  lakes  on  her  debt,  and 
pays  all  th^t  flic  owed  to  julHcc,  and  then  takes  on  witht 
hen  But,  on  our  part,  juft  nothing  at  all :  we  bad  na 
hand  in  the  covenant  of  redemption ;  no-  hand  in  the 
contrivance  of  falvation  ;  we  knew  nothing  about  tha 
bufinefs  ;  we  had  no  thoughts  of  a  Redeemer ;  deferv- 
ed  nothing  but  pure  wrath  :  we  were  lying,  with  full 
contentment,  in  the  devil's  territories  when  Chrift  w^a% 
carrying  on  the  match. 

(6.)  How  is  the  marriage  concluded  upon  his  part  ? 

X.  He  fends  forth  his  ambalTadors  to  court  for  him^ 
as  Abraham  did  his  fervant  for  Ifaac  :  and  there  is  a 
great*  work,  indeed,  to  make  her  give  her  confent* 
Let.  angels  in  heaven  unite  their  topicks  of  perfuafiont 
they  could  not  prevail  with  one  foul,  if  a  converting 
<iay  v;tre  not  come:  but  tliey  muft  always  fpeak  fair  to 
her.  ,  How  rtetorical  was  'Abraham's  fervant  for  hia 
matter  ?  he  hath  but  one  child,  and  that  child  halh  great 
riches ;  he  fecks  no  portion  with  Rebecca;  only  heu 
confent.  Thus  he  rhetorizes  and  iSouriflies  exceedr* 
ingly,  and  perfuades  with  the  greatefl  motives.  But  yeti 
tlie  ambaffadors  of  Chrift  have  a  larger  com'miffion,  li 
our  eyes  were  opened  to  fee  it  r  they  are  fcnt  forth  la 
make  love  to  the  bride,  and  in  bis  name  to  conunen^ 
Chrift. 

2.  He  concludes  the  marriage  thus.  The  bride  be* 
kijg  wretchedly  ignorant  of  her  true  happinefs,  there^ 
fore  his  Father  diftreff:?s  her  with  the  debt  that  fhe  owea 
to  him ;  and  tlie  wretched  pcrfon  is  forced,  for  fomo 
time,  to  mount  Sinai;  and  there  God  defcendi  in  all 
tlie  circumftanees  of  terrible  majefty ;  he  thunders  ^1 
gainft  her,  curfes  her;  **Curfed is. every  one  that  continu-* 
cth  not  in  all  things  which  are  written  in  the  book  of  tha 
hw  to  do  them,**  GaL  iii.  io.  God  cxafts  all  the  debt^ 
^nkicnce roars,  and  tfae'dcviU  wt  Ul  \o.o^^  y  ^^  ^^tsl 
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hell  and  wrath  i  and  God  declares,  in  the  gofpel,  that 
the  wretched  bj^nkrupt  fliall  go  to  prifon,  and  ly  eter- 
nally in  hell,  if  fhe  do  not  take  on  with  his  Son,  marry 
him,  and  believe  on  him.  Thus  the  bride  is  forced  to 
an  extremity  :  fome  have  m'ore,  fome  have  lefs  of  this 
law-work;  but  all  are  humbled  and  brojcen  in  fome 
meafure,  who  are  married  to  Chrift  :  he,  fends  forth  his 
Spirit  and  convinces  the  world  of  fin.  But  this  would 
not  do  either;  and. therefore, 

3.  The  Bridegroom  fees  that  nothing  but  Condefcen- 
fion  will  do  it;  and  fo  he  appears  in  all  his  glory:  when 
the  bride  is  full  of  fears,  *  perplexities,  and  anxieties ; 
when  the  terrors  of  ^God  are  ftirrounding  her,  and  the 
arrows  of  the  Almighty  drinking  lip  her  fpirits,  and 
when,  flie  is  crying  out.  What  fhall  I  do  ?  Whether 
fliall  Ivgo  ?  Then  the  Bridegroom  appears  in  all  his  ex- 
cellency and  glory,  and  fays,  "  Behold  me,  behold 'me;'* 
and  Ihe  gets  a  view  of  him  that  raviflies  her  heart,  and 
enlarges  her  foul :  then  it  is  that  the  Spirit  is  fent  to 
determine  her  to  confent.  The  raanifeftation  of  his  glo- 
ry does  enlighten  her  mind  and  Ipirit ;  and  immediately 
grace,  upon  the  will,  draws  out  the  whole  heart. after 
him ;  fo  that  if  the  bride  could  be  grieved  and  pained 
upon  the  marriage- day,  it  would  be  for  her  folly  in  re- 
fufing  him  fo  long. — But  what  is  done  upon  the  b-ide's 
part,  for  Concluding  the  match  ?  Nothing  at  all ;  but 
the  whole  foul  is  enabled  to  acquiefce  in  a  Redeemer ; 
and  the  believer  is  ready,  at  fuch  a  time,  to  fay.  He 
is  my  Lord,  mv  God,  my  ftrength,  my  all,  and  fhall 
be  for  ever. — ^Thus  you  have  a  brief  fcheme  of  the  na- 
ture and  way  of  this  marriage. 

Having  fpoken  but  very  briefly  to  the  former  heads, 
I  fliall  here,  before  I  proceed  to  the  reafons  of  the  doc- 
trine, offer  a  few  remarks  upon  the  time  of  this  marriage- 
union  betwixt  Chrift  and  believers.  We  told  you  hovr 
this  match  was  concluded  and  compleated  by. Chrift,  and 
now  we  fay,  there  is  a  ftated  day  and  time  for  the 
concluding  thereof:  and  upon  this  head  we.  may  re- 
mark, . 

ift,  Thiat  there  is-a  two- fold  day  we  are  toconfider 
/a  this  marriage^  namely,  the  day^oi  e?^>a&.\a  oti  .earth. 
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ind  the  day  of  confummaticn  in  heaven  ;  and  we  may. 
compare  thefe  two  together  in  a  few  words,  » 

1.  The  day  of  efpoufals  here  is  ufliered  in  with  a 
very  dark  momiig,  or  rather  an  evening,  upon  the 
bride's  part,  with  the  wrath  of  God,  and  the  law  :  as 
it  was  faid,  **  The  evening  and  the  morning  was  the 
day  ;"  fo,  in  this  contraft,  the  evening  of  legal  terrors, 
at  leaft  fonie  humiliation,  uihers  in  the  morning  :  But 
as  to  the  confummation,  there  is  a  great  deal  of  glory 

"  before  it,  the  foul  being  taken  to  heaven  already,  and 
the  body  fleeping  fweetly  in  the  grave,  a  bed  where  the; 
Bridegroom  lay  three  days  before  her, 

2.  In  the  day  of  efpoufals,  when  the  perfon  gets  a 
victory  over  corruption,  and  finds  little  llirring  of  it, 
no  fenfible  working  of  it,  yet  there  is  a  party  within,  at 
tlie  fame  time,  that  oppofe  the  match,  and  which  will 
afterwards  get  out  its  head,  and  will  be  ftill  affaulting 
the  believer,  while  he  is  on  earth  :  but,  in  the  day  of 
confummation,  there  is  no  fuch  thing;  no  enemy,  no  fin, 
no  corruption ;  but  the  whole  foul  goes  out  wholly  upoa 
the  Bridegroom. 

3.  The  efpoufals  are  carried  on  fecretly;  it  may  be 
.  the  perfon  is  fitting  at  your   fide,  and  you  do  not  fee, 

nor  know  when  Chrift  is  making  up  the  match;  or,  per- 
haps, on  his  knees  at  home,  there  is  a  fecret  tranfaftion: 
But  the  confummation  will  be  before  millions  of  angels, 
millions  of  faints,  and  millions  of  fpedalors.  Here  is  a 
great  difference  :  after  the  day  of  efpoufals  is  over,  the 
bride  may  give  many  fquint  looks  to  her  old  lovers, 
looking  back  to  Egypt,  departing  from  her  huflaand, 
doubting  of  his  love,  diftrufting  his  word,  fearing  his 
dlfpenfations  :  But,  after  the  confummation,  no  Ihadow 
of  fin,  no  fliadow  of  jealoufy,  no  Ihadow  of  miflakes, 
or  fears,  can  overtake  her  for  ever ;  no  cloud  can  in- 
terveen,  for  the  fun  of  righteoufnefs  Ihall  never  be  eclipf- 
ed  any  more.     But  then, 

2d,  Afecond  remark  is,  that  the  precife  time  of  the 
efpoufals  is  condefcended  on  by  the  Bridegroom  and 
his  Father,  from  all  eternity  ;  the  very  moment  when 
the  bridje  fliall  be  inade  to  fign  the  contradl,  and  flee  to 
Chrift,  .and  pour  out  her  whole  louY  v\^otv.\\\^\  "^^v 
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preqife  moment  is  agreed-upon  betwixt  the  FathiA'  zAd 
the  Son,  in  the  covenant  of  redemption,  from  etcf* 
nity. 

3d,  We  remark,  that  the  Bridegroom  waits  patient^ 
ly  for  that  moment  that  is  agreed  upon  betwixt  the  Fa- 
ther and  the  Son  t  he  longs  for  it,  he  defires  it*  The 
believer  many' times  is  ready  to  think,  O,  Chriil  is  not 
\j/;illing !  I  have  fet  days  apartj  I  have  gone  to  my  knees, 
I  have  fought  him  in  and  a|)out  this  and  the  other  or* 
dinance,  and  yet  1  eould  not  ctofe  with  him  :  I  have 
been  almoft  dipt  in  hell  with  affllftion,  yet  my  heart 
was  never  melted  ;  furely  Chrift  is  not  willing,  Q  let ' 
u^.flee  the  borders  of  Hafphemyl  The  Lord  Jefus  is 
filling;  but  the  fulnfgfs  of  time  is  not  yet  come  :  there 
is  a  fet  moment  of  his  coming  to  his  people,  and  for 
this  they  ^re  to  wait  j  yea,  for  this  he  waits  himfelf, 
according  to  that  fcripture,  which  I  Ihall  read  to  thenl 
that  cannot  get  that  in  duties  and  ordinances  which  they 
have  been  long  looking  for ;  Ifa.  xxx,  18*  *'  Therefore 
will  the  Lord  wait,  that  he  may  be  gracious  unto  you  ; 
and  therefore  will  he  be  exalted^  that  he  may  have  mer- 
cy upon  you  :  For,  the  Lord  is  a  God  of  judgment ; 
bleffed  are  all  they  that  wait  for  him.*'  He  will  wait  up- 
on the  very  moment  of  time,  for  the  day  of  Salvation  ; 
he  knows  the  proper  feafbn*  The  crane,  the  fwallow, 
and  the  ftork  know  their  feafons,  b^  the  natural  inflinflt 
God  hath  given  them  ;  and  will  he  not  know  his  owo 
feafon  ?  yea,  he  waits  to  be  gracious, 

4th  Remark, ,  That  when  the  time  comes,  then  there 
is  a  fweet  conjunction  of  all  circumftances  to  conclude 
the  work;  all  things  .work  pleafantly  together  to  com* 
pleat  the  match ;  confcience  goes  right  to  work,  the 
word  is  made  lively,  the  Spirit  afts  powerfully  and 
fweetly  in  the  foul :  there  is  an  aufpicious  conjunction 
of  all  favourable  circumftances,  for  determining  the 
bride,  and  drawing  out  her  heart. 

5th  Remark,  That  there  are  feveral  fignS  and  charac- 
ters of  this  day,  by  which  it  may  be  known.     Wh^t 
are  the  figns  of  it  ?  you  (hall  fay.     I  Ihall  not  ftand  on 
this,  only  it  is  a  day  of  light ;  great  light  breaks  in  up- 
€Ui  (lie  mind :  it  is  a  day  o£  love  y  much  love  is  let*  m, 
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upon  the  heart  :  it  is  a  day  of  power,  wherein  the  bride 
is  perfuadcd  and  ovcrcomj;  diiTi:Liliic3  are  furuiounted, 
enemies  conquered,  and  the  bride's  will  is  moulded  in- 
to a  compliance  ;  it  is  a  day  of  amazement.  O  what 
an  estafy  of  woider  is  raifed  in  the  p^Tfon's  heart !  I 
was  blind,  how  I  fee  •>  1  was  dead,  now  I  live  j  I  was 
weak,  now  I  am  llrong ;  this  mornlnj,  perhaps,  I  was 
under  aiflidlion,  and  imder  the  terrors  of  God,  and 
now  he  hath  raviflied  me  with  l\\c  confolations  of  his 
Spirit:/!  was  afraid  of  hell,  now  I  have  the  hope  of 
heaven  and  eternal  life.  O  what  a  uiy  of  wonder  is  itt^ 
Lallly,  It  is  a  day  of  vows  ;  the  foul  will  be  ready  ta 
break  forth  in  fuch  a  dav,  crylri;^^  What  fli.ill  I  fpeak 
for  him  ?  What  (hall  I  fuffjr  for 'hint  ? 

A  fixth  and  lait  remark,  on  tliis  head  is,  that,  iri 
this  dated  day  of  e.f[X)afaIs,  the  bridegroom  manifefti 
Ms  glory  to  the  bride  ;  when  We  intimates  to  the  foulf 
*'  Thy  Maker  is  thy  Hufband,"  he  fh'jws  nls  glory;  his 
abfolute  glory,  his  comparative  glory,  his  reliative  glory; 
they  are  all  one  upon  the  matter^  yet  there  is  a  formal 
diiF::rent  confid'::ra!:ion  of  them. 

I.  His  abfokite  glory  is  nlanifefled.  What  does  the 
Toul  fee,  that  is  m  itched  and  married  to  Giirill?  Alas  I 
fome  fee  nothing  but  dreams  and  fancies ;  but  when 
the  believer  is  matched  with  Chrift,  he  fo  deils  with 
him  as  with  MofeSj  he  makes  all  his  glory  to  pafs  be- 
fore him :  The  perfon  gets  a  view  of  the  glorious  attri* 
biites  of  the  Son  of  God» 

.  2.  He  manifefts  his  comparative  glory;  **  Thou  art 
more  excellent  than  hills  of  prey  5  fairer  than  the  fdns  of 
nien:"  the  bride^  the  believer  fees  him  as  the  applcrtree 
among  the  trees  of  the  wood,  every  way  incomparable* 
Whatever  he  be  compared  to,  he  excells  it ;  if  he  be  a* 
lily,  he  is  the  lily  of  the  valley}  if  he  be  a  role,  he  is  thd 
rofe  of  Sharon;  if  he  be  a  plan\,  he  is  .the  plant  of  re- 
nown; if  he  be  a  phyflcian,  he  is  the  phyfician  of  value; 
if  an  advocate,  he  ia  ail  advocate  with  the  Father:  he  is 
-  reprefented  without  any  parallel; 

3.  His  rel  itive  glory  is  manifeded  :   he  is  difcovered 
as  a  glorious  Prieft,    a  glorious  Prophet,    a  glorioua 
Kinj^f,  a  glorious  Huibandy  Zr  glorious  l^^d*6ft^^^  «^^" 
Vol.  I,  J^  ^w\Wi5.\ 
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Saviour ;  and  there  will  be  a  fight  of  his  glorious  ful- 
nefs  in  all  thefe  relations,  and  the  glorious  fitnefs  of 
that  fuilEciency  and  fulnels,  all  fuited  for  the  foul:  and  , 
thus  reveialing'himfelf,  he  removers  all  jealoufies  and 
miftakes  /rom  the  bride,  fupplies  all  her  wants,,  heals 
all  her  diieafes,  and  out-bids  all  her  rivals,  Who  can  of- 
fer  nothing  to  allure  the  foul,  while  he  tan,  and  doth 
fay,  1  am  AU-fufficient  to  help  thee. 

III.  t  coine  ndw  to  the  third- thing  propofed,  namely, 
To  offer  Ibme  reafojis  of  the  doftrine,  why  Chrill  comes 
Under  a  married-relation  to  believers.     I  anfwer, 

I.  His  own  fovefeign  will  is  the  bed  reafon  why  he 
comes  under  a  marriage-relation  in  this  cafe;  "  Even  fo 
Father,  for  fo  it  feems  good  in  thy  fight,"  Matth.  xi.  2S. 
His  afilions.  are  not  ^tb  be  examined  at  the  bar  of  our 
reafon:  '*  He  harh  mefcy}  becaufe  he  will  have  mercy.'* 

'2.  His  love  to  them  makes  him  come  under  fuch  a  re- 
lation to  them;  *'  I  have  loved  thee  with  an  everlalling 
love;  therefore  with  everlafting  kindnefs  have  I  drawn, 
thee."  Love  is  the  motive  that  engages  him;  love  brought 
him  out  of  heaven' fbr  them;  love  nailed  him  to  the 
crofs  for  them )  love  laid  him  in  a  grave  for  them ; 
and  love  engages  himto  a  marriage-relation  with  them. 

3.  He  does  it  for  the  glory  of  his  own  free  grace, 
mercy,  and  love*  As  love  and  mercy  was  his  motive,  ^ 
fo  it  was  his  end,  that  hei might  difplay  and  difcover  it 
to  the  utmoft.  This  attribute  is  at  its  utmoft  line.  In- 
finite  wifdoni  could  have  contrived  a  thoufand  worlds, 
dnd  infinite  power  couid  have  made  them,  but  the  love 
of  God  hath  gone  to  its  utmoft  height ;  it  is  not  poflible 
for  Ghrift  to  give  a  greater  demonftration  of  his  love 
than  he  hath  done,  in  giving  his.  life  for  the  bride,  and 
entering  into. a  marriage-relation  with  her. 

4.  He  does  it,  that  he  may  furnifh  work  for  the  blef* 
fed  company  in  the  higher  houf^]  for  on  the  earth  the 
contra£l  is  only  drawn  up:  this  is  only  the  day  of 
^fpoufals;  heaven  will  be  the  day  of  confummation  of 
the  marriage:  this  i&  only  a  courting  and  wooing  time; 
but  the  day  will  come  when  the  nuptial  folemnity  fhall 

A^  cdcbrated^  and  that  flia\l  coixUxiuc.  >N\a\\fe  tk^  day  of 
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feterriity  lafts.-^This  fliall  fuffije  for  the  reaforis  of  tht 
dodrlrie. 

IV.  The  fourth  thinjr  was,  To  make  totni  applicatU 
bn;  and  il  may  be,  i.  For  Information.  2'.  LamentaJ* 
tioa.  3.  Examination;  4.  Exhortation.  Now  of 
ihefe  in  their  order; 

(i.)  For  Inforrtiatiori.  Is  it  fo,  that  there  is  a  mar- 
riage-relation betwixt  Chrift  and  bellcyers? 

1.  This  informs  us  of  the  infinite  love  of  God  towards 
iofl  fmriers,  In  Qfivirtg  his  6vVn  Son  to  be  a  Hulbytnd  and 
Redeemc'r  nrlto  them  i  *'  Ojd  fo  loved  the  world,  that 
he  gave  his  only  b^crotten  Son,  tliat  wholbe\'er  Jbelieveth  - 
in  him  might  not  pcirifli,  bm  have  everladjng  life,'* 
Johri  iii.  16.  -God  fo  loved  the  vvcirld,  Sis  neither  arigels 
nor  men  can  telh 

2.  This  irifornis  us  of  the  infinite  love  of  Chrift,  iti 
Condefccndihg  to  be  a  hiifbmd  to  fuch  a  bride,  tc  could 
never  have  entered  into  the  heart  of  the  wifeft  angel  iii 
heaven,  that  Chrift,  the  eternal  Son  of  Cjod,  flionld 
become  nli'n;  and  far  lefs  that  he  Ihould  take  fach  a  fil- 
thy and  defornled  creature  and  bride  by  the  h^ind,  as  fin- 
hier^  are  ;  if  he  had  given  lis  our  djifervin-j^,  he  Wo.il  J  h.i  6 
made  his  jidice  to  ride  in  triumph  over  us,  and  hell  to 
refound  with  eterilal  hollows  of  praife  tb  incenfed  jufticc; 
but,  to  the  quite  contrary,  he  hath  fo  Ordered;  that  heji- 
ven  fliall  refound  with  eternal  hallelujahs  of  praife  to 
his  gracious  mercy  and  free  grace,  in  chiirin;^  thofe  that 
were  enemies,  and  admitting  them  to  his  blelfed  bo- 
fom. 

3.  This  dodrirte  informs  us  of  the  believer's  fafety. 
Havirlg  Ghriil  for  her  hufband,  who  can  hurt  h^r?  It  is 
the  duty  of  a  hufband,  you  know;,  to  proteft  and  defend 
his  fpoufe;  and  to  be  Pure  Chrift  will  not  be  wanting  Irl 
this  to  his  bridd :  5'  He  will  hide  them  in  the  fecret  of  his 
prefence  from  the  pride  of  men;  he  will  keep  them  fecrdt- 
ly  in  a  pavilion  from  the  ftrife  of  tongues,  Pf.  xxxi.  20. 
Abbiit.  all  the  glory  he  makes  a  defence,"   Ifaiah  iv.  5. 

'  tie  covers  .them  with  the  mantle  of  his  providence,   the 
mantle  of  his  righteoufnefs,  the  manik  o?  V{\^  v^v^x^^-- 
JSojjj  the  mskntlc  of  bis  Spirit;  fur^  xiv^a  \.\x<i  \3t  v\^  *^^ 

La  *  C^^^ 
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Chriil  Is  in  abfolute  fafcty  :  he  hath  retiring  chambers 
for  her,  to  nide  her  in  till  the  day  of  indignafion  be 
overpait.  , 

4»  Tuis  doclrine  lets  us  fee,  that  believers  are  no 
fucji  niL-an  and  despicable  perfors  as  the"Morld  general- 
ly tikes  ihctn  to  br;  tney  are  Chrift's  bride,  and  he  is 
their  hi.fband:  and,  O  what  an  honour  is  it  to  be  mar- 
ried to  the  Son  of  God!  Having  him  for  an*  hufband, 
they  come  to  be  relat-d  to  all  Chrift's  relations;  God  is 
tueir  Father,  becaufe  he  is  his  Father;  angels  are  tifieir 
fervants,  becaufe  they  are  his  iervants  ;  faints  are  their 
lello'v-breihren, 'becaofe  they  are  his*  meigbers  ;  hea- 
ven is  tiieir  inneriiance,  becaufe  it  is  the  kingdom  of 
,their  hulband.  In  a  word,  w  hatever  is  his,  is  theirs  ; 
**  And  all  tilings  are  yours,  for  ye  arc  ChrilVs,  and 
Ctirill  is  God's,''  2  Cor.  iii.  22,  23. 

(2.)  For  lamentation.  Is  it  fo,  that  there  is  a  mar- 
ria^.e-relation  betwixt  Chriil  and  believers  ?  This  calls 
for  deep  lamentation  in  thefe  two  particulars. 

1.  It  call3  us  to  lament  that  Chrifl  fliould  have  fo  kw 
'brIJ'j3  among  us,  tho'  he  be  wooing  and  courting  us  by 
the  gofpel,  crying,  *'  Behold  me,  behold  me,''  Ifa.  Ixv.  i. 
Yet  where  is  the  man  or  woman  .that  is  prevailed  with 
to  enter  a  match  with  this  glorious  Bridegroom  ?  Tho' 
h'i  be  fairer  than  lh<^  f9ns  of  men,  and  condefcends  to 
offer  marriage  with  finners,  who  are  as  black  and  ugly 
as  hell  itfelf,  yet  they  fet  him  at  nought,  and  give  him 
jud  ground  for  that  melancholy  com.plaint,  ^'  My  people 
would  not  hearken  to  my  voice,  Ifrael  would  have  none 
of  me,"  Pfalm  Ixxxi.  11.  And  may  he  not  appeal  to  the 
very  immaterial  creation,  to  judge  of  our  folly,  as  he  did 
of  old  to  Ifrael?  Jer.  ii.  12,  13.  *'  Hear,  O  heavens,  and 
give  ear,  O  earth;  yea,  be  allonifhed  and  horribly  afraid, 
for  my  people  have  committed  two  great  evils:  they  have 
forfaken  me  the  fountain  of  living  waters,  and  he  wed  them  . 
out  cillerns,  broken  cillerns,  that  can  hold  no  water. ^* 

2.  This  dodrine  may  afford  us  matter  of  lamentation 
alfo,  That  believers,  who  are  efpoufed  to  hhii,  flioufd 
walk  fo  unworthily  of  fuch  a  hulband.  You  knowva 
wife  fhould  demean  herfjlf  conform  to  the  chara£ter  of 

/icr  hulband;  and  where  her  carm^c  v^%b^.fe  wid  mean, 
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it  refledls  a  dilhonoiir  on  hira.  O  how  unfaitable  is  it 
to  fee  Ghrill's  bride*  blackened  with  the  filth  of  hcJl ! 
to  fee  thofe  who  have  llrickcn  hands  with  Chrid,  in  a 
jnarria^e-covenant,  joining  nands  with  lulls  and  idols, 
gnd  djfiling  themfelves  with  them  !         ' 

(3.)  For  Examination.  Let  us  try  if  we  be  thus 
married  and  rv^Iated  to  Chrift;  whether  he  be  our  Huf- 
band,  and  we  his  bride  and  fpoufe. 

I  fliall  offer  a  few  marks  whereby  we  may  know 
whether  or  not  we  be  married  unto  this  glorious  Huft 
hand  i  and  they  may  be  drawn  from  the  confidcration 
pf  the  antecedents,  tlie  conlUtuents,  and  the  confcquenta 
ofjthis  marriage, 

ift,  Try  by  the  antecedents  to  the'marriage-contra(![l,. 
Before  ever  Chrift  did  contract  with  thee,  didft  thou 
oblerve  hrm  courting  thy  foul  before  this  contrafil  I 
Here  is  a  courting.     NovV,  how  did  Ghriil  court  }Ou? 

I,  Did  he  court  ypu  by  the  aufterity  of  the  Law,  as 
with  fire  and  fword  ?  Did  he  court  you  by  Tuch  a  word 
as  that.  Thou  art  a  ci^rfed  wretch-:  For,  ^^  Gurfed  is 
every  one  that  continuetji  not  in  aU  things  that  are 
writtefa  in  the  book  of  the  Uw  to  do  them  ?"  GaK  ii.  16. 
Did  he  court  you  by  fuch  a  word  as  that,  <'•  Curfed  is 
every  one  that  doth  the  work  of  the  Lord  negligently  ?" 
Did  he  court  you  thus,  by  the  fpirit  of  bondage,  with 
the  terrors  of  God,  as  clothed  with  vengeance,  telling 
thee,  thou  art  an  heir  of  hell  and  wrath,  a  child  of  the 
devil?  Did  he  courXthee  fo  as.  thou  waft,  furrouodedi 
with  fear  and  trouble  I 

2-  Did'he  court  thee  as  by  the- aufterity  of  the  lawj; 
fo  by  the  fweetn^fs  of  the  gofpel,  when  he  faw  thee  cafl: 
down,  when  he  lavv  tliee  a  poor  heavy  laden  finner,.   ^ 
like  to  be  cruftied  under  thy  weights  ?.   Did  he  then- 
court,  you  with  fuch  a  word.  as.th?it,   "  Comtf  unto. me, 
all  ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give 
'  you  reft/'  Matth.  xi.  j8. ;  or  with  fuch  a  word  as  that,.  -   , 
***  Ho,  evef-y  one  that  thirfteth,  cocne  to  the  waters;  he 
that  Jhath  no  money,  come ;  buy  wine  and  milk,  without 
xqpney  and  without  price,  Ifa.  Iv.  !•   ?Flee  to  your  ftrong 
holds,  ye  prifoners  of  hope,"     Did  he  thus  cotfrt  yous, 
with  the  gofpehoBsr  ?     . 
J*  Vid  he  court  you  hy  his  love-lettersl  T\x\^\^  ^t^c^-- 
ih.^r  antecedent  of  the  contraft.     Got  ^o\x  ^\^t  ^Xo"^^-*^ 

Lo  \SN^^ 
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letter  fent  frpm  Chrlft  out  of  heaven  ?  But  you  will  fajr. 
What  is  the  love-letter?  Even  th?;  Bible:  *'  Search  the 
3cripture3,  thefe  ^re  they  that  telUfy  nns"  John  v.  39, 
Jiere  th»:ire  are  th^  declarations  of  the  lovfe  ot  Chrift  to. 
thy  foul :  here  there  are  Ipye-.promifes  in  thefe  letters., 
that  Ihall  be  yours.  There  is  a  love-covenant  in  thefe 
letters.  Have  you  read  and  pondered!  the'in  ?  And  can 
you  fay  that  Chrift  fp:;ke  them  in  to  your  heart  ?  If  it 
be  a  tej^t  that  w^s  preached  upon,  or  if  it  be  a  fingle 
word,  *0  Chrift  dropt  tliat  into  ray  heart  J  and  I  think 
it  wilt  go  with  tne  to  my  death-bed,  it  came  \yith  fuch 
Jife  and  power.  In  a  word,.  Got  you  any  gifts  before 
the  marriage-contrafl,  fuch  .as  the  gift  of  true  conviction, 
fuch  as  tlie  gift  of  he'4rt-contrition>  th^  gift  of  real  hu- 
jniliation,  the  gift  of  fclf-denial,  the  gift  of  faith?  Thefe 
jre  given,  fomc  befare,  fctnie  at  the  contrail. 
2dly^  Try  by  the  conftituents  of  the  marriage. 

1.  if  thi^  marriage  he  piade  up  betwixt  Chrift  and 
thee,  then  thou  haft  put  away  all  lovers  befides  Chrift  j 
the.  right  hanvl  wiU  t).e  cut;  o|[,  the  right  eye  put  out  ; 
you  will  be  divarqeci  from  all  other  hufb^^nds,  particu^^ 
iarly  fron^  the  law;  ye  mu.ft  he  dead  to  the  law,  that  ye 
may  he  married  tQ  another  hulband,  even  to  Chrift, 
But  you  will  fay.  What  is  it  to  be  dead  to  the  law  ?. 
I  anfw.er,  It  is  not  tQ  lay  it  afide  a?  the  rule  of  obedience  ; 
for  the  law  ftnall  ftiU  he  the  rule,  and  "ftandard  of  the 
Reliever's  obedience,  life,  and  converfation  :  but  to  be 
^lead  to  the  l^w,  is  to  be  fenjibje^  that  the  law  cannot 
fave  us  as  a  covenant  of  works.  It  is  to  difclaim  all 
hopes  pf  being  juftified  by  the  law,  or  by  our  works 
or  obedience  to  it.  I  fee  Chrift,  the  glorious  bufl3and» 
l;ath  brought  in  an  everlafting  righteoufnefs,  aufwering 
the  law  fiilly  :  this  is  the  garment  I  muft  put  on,  and, 
^aft  ofF  my  ol4  filthy  ra^s. 

2.  Haft  thou  given  a  cordial  confent  upon  the  contract- 
^ay?  Can  you  fay  you  wa^  enabled  to  take  him,  as  the 
fialmift,  ''  O  my  foul,  thou  haft  faid  unto  the  Lord,  thou 
art  my  Lo;rd;"  and  thou  art  my  God,  my  Head^  my. 
IIuft)and  ?  Have  yOu  given  a  rational  confent  to  it  ?  Yea, 
^  fuperrational.  and  fupernatural  confent  ?  A  deliberate^ 

f/^auc;,  ihyed,  foiemn,  peremptory  confent  i  Did  you 
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fay  it  with  faith,  and  with  an  air  of  heaven,  that  he 
was  yours,  and  fliall  be  fo  for  ever?  It  is  true,  perfons 
may  be  niatched  to  Ghrid  who  cannot  condefcend  on  the 
precife  time :  the  Spirit  may  work  many  times  fom.e  way 
that  we  cannot  know  j  yet  it  is  his  ordinary  way  with 
his  bride,  alter  many  toflincjs,  to  break  in  wiih  ravifhing, 
conquering  Iwcetneis,  to  draw  forth  her  foul  to  a  folemn 
remarkable  cloiing  with  him,  and  confenting  to  him. 
Have  you  then  been  engaged  to  make  over  yourfelf  to 
the  Bridegroom,  by  an  unreferved  refignation  of  your* 
felt  to  him,  that  you  will  not  only  take  him  wholly,  and 
for  ever,  for  holinefs  and  happinefs,  for  light  and  life, 
for  grace  and  glory,  but  alio  make  over  yourfelf  to  him, 
foul  and  body,  whatever  you  are,  whatever  you  have 
bepn  ?  Have  you  been  thus  made  to  yield  yourfelves  un* 
to  the  Lord  ?  Are  you  one  with  him  ?  Have  you  one 
Spirit  with  him?  Are  you  of  one  faith  with  him,  of  one 
way  with  him, endeavouring  to  walk  as  he  walked?  "  He 
that  is  joined  to  the  Lord  is  one  fpirit,"  i  Cor.  iv.  17. 

3.  Can  you  fay,  that,  upon  the  marriage-day,  you  got 
SI  marriage-gift  from  the  Bridegroom?  Among  tlie  Jews, 
the  Bridegrpom  was  to  give  a  marriage-gift  to  his  bride: 
Now,  what  gift  got  you  on  this  marriage-day  ?•  Can  you 
lay,  indeed  I  got  the  wedding-garment ;  he  clothed  me 
with  his  righteoufnefs,  which  he  fpan  out  of  his  own 
bowels,  weaved  with  his  own  hands,  and  dyed  with  his 
own  blood;  and  thus  all. my  guilt  is  covered,  the  curfe 
is  done  away  ?  Tfiis  is  indeed  what  fpw  gqt ;  yet  fome^ 
have  been,  and  are  able  to^fay,  I  am  delivered  from  the 
wrath  to  gome  ;.  and  there  is  no  condemnatiqn  to  me  ; 
and  on  fuch  a  time  I  got  alfo  an  ornament  of  the  gi-aces 
with  the  Spirit,  which  I  v^ear  as  j^wels^  viz..  faith,  love, 
obedience,  patience,  humility;  and  I  got  the  proraife  of 
an  hundred-fold,  here,,  and.  1  am^  expefting  more  gifts 
yet,  before  the  marriage  be  confummate ;  f  am  expecting 
more  affurance,  I  live  in  the  hope  of  glory  j  1  ex.peft  a  feal- 
cd  pardon  of  all  my  fins,  and  I  look  to  get  the  earneft  qf 
the  Spirit,  and  rapre  every  day*     ■ 

4.  Another  conftituent  of  this  marria^ec-contraa  is, 
the  bride,  on  that  day,  puts^offone  vail,  and  puts  on  an- 
Qrt^cr.  This  wa$  th^  Jewilh  cuftom,  iheWx^^^^jvwX:^^^^ 
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vail  of  bafhfulnefs,  and  put  on  the  vail  of  fubjefillon, 
Chrilt's  bride,  before  ;he^  marriage,  cannot  look  the 
Bridegroom  in  th^  face,  is  a{hame4  to,  look  upon  him  ; 
bat  fhe  is  made  to  put  off  this  vail  in  the  prefence  of  her 
former  Ipyers,  and  to  take  Chrift  by  the  hand,  and  then 
^e  puts  Oft  the  vail  of  fubjeflion,  whereby  Ihe  promi- 
fes,  in  his  ftrength,  to  fubje^  herfelf  to  her  hufband'3 
will.  Have  we  tjaus  pron^ifed  to  ^e  obedient  to  hi? 
commands,  in  his  Qwn  ilrength,  whatever  he  injoins  us 
to  do  or  fuffer  ? 

3dly,  Try  by  the  cpnfequents  of  this  marriage,  Would 
yoti  Hnow  if  there  h;^s  been  a  contraft  betwixt  Chrill 
^nd  you'?  Try  then  by  the  immediate  consequents. 

i.»D.id  you  fee  the  Kin^  in  his  beauty,  and  fuch  a 
glory  apd  e3cce|lency  in  him  as  CQuld  not  be  parallelecl 
ty  all  the  glory  -of  ten  thoufand  worlds  ? 

2.  Wh^t  was  your  converle  with  him  on  the  contraft, 
<lay  ?  Can  ypu  lay,  he  embraced  me  in  his  arms,  and  I 
embraced  him  ia  my  he^rt,  and  ther^  was  fweet  com;^ 
jii union  aud  fellow fl^ip  betwixt  him  and  me  ? 

3.  Wall  thou  crowned  in  the  marriage-day,  fo  as 
^hou  waft  known  by  others,  as  it  were,  to  be  the  bride 
pf  Ghrilt  ?  The  Jews,  they  not  only  crowned  the  bride- 
groom, but  ;he  bride  alfa.  You  fee  what  the  crown  is 
that  Ghrift's  bride  fl^ould  have,  Rev.  xii.  i.  ''  There  ap- 
peared a  great  wonder  in  heaven,  a  woman  clothed  with 
the  fun,  and  the  moon  under  her  feet,  and  on  her  head 
a  crown  of  twelve  ftars."  The  bride  of  Ghrilt  is  crown- 
ed with  the  doflriue  of  the  tvyelye  apodles. 

4.  The  bride  of  Ciirift  keeps  at  home,  and  delight^ 
in  the  Ivide-chamber.  This  is  her  delight  all  the  days 
pf  her  life,  to  dwell  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  to  behold 
^he  beauty  of  the  Lord,  and  to  enquire  in  his  temple. 
Ordinances  will  b.e  fweet,  being  the  galleries  wherein 
^he  King  is  held. 

H.  Try  \?y  Xhe  qualities  and  duties  of  the  bride,  whigh 
fire  alfo  the  cpnfequents  to  this  marriage. 

I.  If  you  be  Chrift's  bride,  then  you  wiU  love  the 
V>ridegroom-  %jQvq  is  what  every  wife  owes  to  her 
^ufband;  much  more  dotb  the  believer  owe  it  to  Chrift, 
ff^hp  bath  f^^rcl|(?d  far  more  love  to  tliisi  bride  tliari  ever 
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ahulband  did  to  a  wife;  he  loved  her,  and  gave  himfelf 
for  her.  He  fted  th^  hottell  blood  of  his  heart  to  favo 
and  redeem  her,  You  will  love  him  with  a  love  of  de- 
fire;  "  With  my  foul  have  I  defired  thee  in  the  night:? 
with  a  love  of  delight ;  *'  My  meditation  of  him  (halV  . 
be  fweet<"  with  a  love  of  benevolence,  wifliing  well  to 
his  intereft;  "If  I  for^'^et  thee,  O  Jerufalem,  let  my 
right  hand  forget  hi^r  cunninc; ;  let  my  tongue  cleave  to  ^ 
the  roof  of  my  m.outh,  if  1  prefer  not  thee  to  my  chiefeft 
joy,"  Pfal.  cxxvii.  5,  6.  Tiiey  that  habitually  love  huf* 
baqdy  wife,  children,  ricfies,  or  any  thing  mgre  tlian 
Chrill,  have  no  reafon  to  think  that  they  arc  niatche4 
with  him. 

2.  If  we  be  married  to  Chrifl:,  we  will  trufl:  in  and 
depend  on  our  hufbind.  In  whom  can  a  wife  trull,  if 
not  in  her  hulband  ?  The  believer  relis  on  Chrift  for* 
grape  and-  glory;  and  commits  all  to  him,  ventures  all 
on  him,  and  exped^s  all  from  him.  The  foul  that  ia 
efpoufed  to  Chrill,  looks  on  the  infiniie  virtue  of  his 
blood,  the  infinite  efficacy  of  his  Spirit,  the  infinite  fuU 
nefs  of  his  grace,  the  infinite  dimenlions  of  his  love,  the 
infinite  faithfulnefs  of  his  promife:  in  all  this  he  fees  an 
infinite  ground  of  hope,  and  thereupon  he  ventures,  and 
rolls  all  on  him.  Here,  he  fays,  I  will  ftay  and  reft, 
here  I  will  build,  here  I  am  refolved  to  ftay,  here  I  am- 
refolv/d  to  live  and  die. 

3.  If  we  be  married  to  Chrift,  we  will  have  a  zeal 
for  his  glory.  Some  facrifice  Chrift's  intereft  to  their 
own  honour  J  but  the  believer  fays,  Let  my  Mafter  In-r 
creafe,  ^nd  me  decreafe.  Though  my  name  (hould  never 
b^  heard  of  in  the  world,  let  Chrift  be  exalted.  O,  fayi 
Chrift's  bride,  I  would  have  all  the  world  coming  and  a- 
doringhim!  I  would  have  all  the  world  to  love  him!  J  • 
would  have  all  the  world  to  praife  him!  Efpecially  when 
file  is  under  any  lively  influence,-  O  then,  fays  (lie,  if  the 
greateft.  enemies  knew  what  were  in  our  Xoird,  they 
would  come  and  join  with  him,  as  I  have  done  !     ^ 

4.  'The  bride  of  Chrift  cannot  live  without  him. ,  An 
honeft  wife  will  be  hard  "put  to  it,  to  live  many  yearfli 
without  her  hufband,  G  it  is  fometimes  like  a  hell  ta 
b?f  tg  niifs  Clhrifi  in  ordinances  I  O  \ivt  ^ot^  t^ti^Tv^^xA, 
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heavy  groans  pf  the  4eferted  foul,  that  has  had  the  e;Rt 
perience  of  the  fweetnefs  of  Ghrift!  ''  O  that  I  knew 
urhpre  I  might  find  \\\m  \  that  J  might  cpme  even  to  his 
feat !"  Job  xxiii.  3.  '>  O  that  it  were  with  ipe  as  in 
months  paft  i"  »  ,       -. 

5.  If  you  be  Chrift'3  bride,  you  will  be  longing  fome- 
tirafes  fpr  his  fipcond  coming ;  lefs  or  more  you  will  de- 
fire  the  day  of  judgment,  and  long  for  his  appearance. 
The  epilogue  of  all  the  fpouf(?'s  fweet  difcourfes  is^ 
*'  Make  hallcimy  Beloved,  be  thou  like  a  roe,  or  a  young 

'hart,  on  the  mountains  qf  Bether,  till  the  day  break,  and 
the  Ihadows  fly  avyay."  And  the  cpnclufion  of  the  whole 
Bible  is,  "Come,  Lord  Jefus,  come  quickly,'*  Rev.  xxii,. 
.  20.  Can  you  fay  ypu  have  longed  for  his  coming  ?  I 
'  fee  the  devil  reigns  here,  corruption  reigns  here,  and 
never  will  things  he.right  till  he  come  again  inthe clouds, 
and  fet  heaven  and  earth  in  a  flame,  when  thefe  nuptial 
folemnities  Ihall  begin  to  he  celebrated^  and  the  marriage, 
folemnized  while  eternity  lal^s, 

6.  If  there  has  heen  a  marriage,  betwixt  Ghrift  and 
your  fouls,  then  readily  you  have  fome  of  the  love-to-, 
kens  to  prefent;  I  mean.,  fome  expei-jences  and  fome  ex- 
preffions  of  his  coyenant-loye :  you  can  tell,  that,  fome. 
*time  or  other,  he  brought  you  to  the  bapquetting-houfe, 
and  difplayed  a  banner  of  love  oyer  you.  Sometime  he. 
Ji'ath  enlarged  your  foul  with  ardeni;  and  longing  defire^ 
^fter  him,  and  fatisfied  you  with  the  fatnefs  of  his  houfe. 
The  foul  that  is  really  efpoufed  to  Ghrift,  will  readily, 
have  fome  experiences  of  his  Ipve  to  tell  of. 

7.  The  fpoufe  of  Ghrift  is  a  chafte  fpoufe.  Idols  ne-.  , 
ver  get  her  heart  as  before ;  though  now  and  then  (lie. 
may  give  a  fquint  look,  yet  idols  never  have  that  force 
and  room  in  her  affeftions  once  they  had ;  fhe  is  afraid 
of  doing  any  thing  that  may  be  difpleafmg  abd  diflio- 
nouring  to  him  ;  hence  we  will  find  the  fpoufe  of  Ghrift 
breathing  out  earneft  defires.  and  requefts  to  Grod,  ta 
be  kept  and  led  in  the  way  of  righteouihefs  ^  "  O  that 
:piy  ways  were  direfted  to  keep  thy  ftatutes,'*  Pfalm 
Qxix-  5/  Hence  Ihe  groans  up  her  qafe,  "  O  wretched 
pne  that  I  am  !  who  Ihall  deliver  me  from  this  body  of 
^g  and  4eath  !*'  Rom.  vii.  24, 
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8.  If  we  be  Chrift*s  bride,  we  will  be  a  fruitful  bride, 
3Let  us  try;  have  we. never  a  child  of  good  works,  or 
of  grace  ?  **  Thy  belly,  fays  Ciiriil  to  the  fpoufe,  h  ^^ 
an  heap  of  Wheaii"  Song  vii.  2»  You  know  wheat  is 
very  triiitful ;  the  barren  Ibul  that  never  loved*  tievei? 
jnqrtified,  never  repented,  never  gave  ^Ims,  never  ap- 
peared for  God  ;  that  barren  fotll  is  not  the  fpoufe  of 
Curill;  for  the  fpoyfe  pf  Qirift  is  fruitful, — Thus  much 
by  way  of  trial.  * 

4thly,  For  ^iixhortation.  Is  there  a  fpiritual  marr 
riage  betwixt  Chrill  and  believers?  O  then!  fhall  WQ 
not  be  pcrfuaded  to  come  ^nd  clpfe  with  Chrill  for  our 
Jlulhand,  and  take  our  Maker  for  pur  Hulband,  our 
God. for  our  Hufband  ?  If  we  be  an^bitious,  here^  is  the 
top  of  ambition,  Jcfus  Chrill;  if  we  be  covetous,  here 
is  the  true  riches;  whatever  we  are,  whatever  we  have 
been,  if  we  come  to  him,  h^  will  in  no  ways  call  us  out: 
it  is  true,  we  cannot  come  of  ourfelves,  but  l^t  us  cry^ 
Lord,  if  I  die,  J  Ihall  be  buried  under  the  mercy-feat^ 
praying,  weeping,  looking,  as  I  can,  and  go  to  hell 
with  Chrill  in  my  heart  as  much  as  I  can.  Come  to 
him,  and  he  will  overcome  your  impotency  ;  lay  yout 
pafe  before  him,  faying^  Lord,  I  am  a  wretched  one  in 
^he  highell  degree ;  Lord,  her^  is  a  great  offer  made. 
I  have  no  heart  to  it ;  O  come  and  give  a  difcoyery  of 
a  loft  ftate,  a,nd  of  thy.  excellent  glory.  O  draw  out  my 
heart,  and  let  m^  die  upon  the  fpot,  rather  than  rejed^; 
Chrift  for  ever  I 

Many  motives  might  be  adduced  j  confider  only, 

I.  The  lovelinefs  and  beauty  of  Chrift.  His  beauty 
is  univerfal ;  he  is  lovely  in  hi^  perfpn,  lovely  in  his 
matures,  lovely  in  his  offices,  lovely  in  his  eftates  of  hu-. 
n^liatipn  and  exaltation,  lovely  in  all  his  relations;  his. 
beauty  is  transforming,  it  will  make  the  bride  comely 
alfo  ;^  it  is  communicative,  the  bride  is  ihade  comely 
through  his  comelinefs.  :When  we  fpcak  of  the  comelir. 
nefs  of  Chrift,  we  fliould  let  angels  ai^d  faints  above,  that^ 
have  the  more  immediate  intuition  of  the  radiant  fplen-, 
.  dor  of  this  bleffed  objedl,  go  forth  to  declare  his  glory,^ 
Jlvery  thing  in  him  is  lovely,  and  nothing  is  lovely  widi- 
f  ut  him,  nothing  is  lovely  but  wh^it  i^toc^^d'2ilto\xv>xyKs^^ 
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and  ^oes  to  birii;  he  is  fo  lovely,  that  he  cannot  poffibly 
be  otherwife:  he  is  the  primary,  x>riginal,  andneceffary 
loveliiiefs,. 

%.  Confider,  s^s  he  is  lovely,  fo  he  is  loving-}  his  love 
is  infinite,  eternal,  free,  dillinguifliing,  effeAual ;  never 
tnan  loved  like  him,     O  how  many  foldings  are  in  this 

■  Jove,  as  can  li^ver  be  unfolded  •? 

3.  Confider^  if  we  clofe  \vith  Chrift  we  will  give  him 
a  glad  heart  J  his  heart  is  glad  in  that  day,  when  he 
takes  a  poor  firiner  by  the  hand ;  the  day  of  his  efpou;. 
fals'is  the  da^  of  the  gladnefs  of  his  heart.  How  many 
times  have  we  grieved  him  by  our  hypocrify,  and  fof* 
pnality^  and  bacKv\'^r(Jnefs  ?  And  would  we  now  give 
him  a  glad  heart,  for  all  the  grieved  hearts  we  havQ 
given  him^?  then  let  us  embrace  him  as  oflfered  in  the 
gofpel,  and  then  he  will  be  glad,  ,  Why?  then  he  will 
fee  the  fruit  of  elefi^ion,  the  fruit  of  redemption,  the 
fruit  of  his  death,  the  fruit  of  his  refurreftion,  the  fruit 
of  his  alcenfion,  the  fruit  of  his  intercefTion  :.  then  he 
gets  back  the  temple  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  ;  the  loft  flieep 
is  found  again  ;  then  he  gets  bacjc  the  ^lemb^r  of  hia 
own  body. 

I  might  give  fomething  by  way  of  diredlion.  Yoa 
may  fay.  What  flialll  do  then,  that  I  may  be  married^ 
unto  Chrift  ? 

In  one  word,  if  you  would  have  Chrift  for  your  huf-. 
band,  O  then  entertain  bis  fuit,  and  hearken  to  his.  ^ 
wooing  and  courting  motions  !,  Is  he  darting  light  into 
your  hearts^  and  letting  you .  fee  the  ev\l  of  fome  fin, 
that  formerly  ye  delighted  in?  O  do  not  refift  his  fuit, 
by  continuing  in  fin  after  this  {—-Is  he  ftrengthening 
that  light  fo  as  to  fet  confcience  on  fi,re  with  the  fenfe 

_  of  fin,  and  apprehenfion  of  wrath  }  Q  quench  not  this 
fire  till  you  get  water  out  "of  the  wells  of  falyation  ! 
otherwife  ye  rejeft  his  fuit.-*-! — ^Is  he  carrying  h^  fuit 
farther,  and  ftirring  up  your  affeftions  to  defire  after 
Chrift  !  O  quench  not  this  motion  !  but  cry  to  him  to 
faften  the  nail  fare,  and  carry  oo.  the  work,  till  the  mar- 
l»iage  be  compleated. 

Now,  I  might  give  a  word  of  exhortation  alfo4o  thenx 

tl29t  ^re  married  acd  efpoufed  t,o  Chrift^ 
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All  I  fhall  fay  is  this;  O  let  Chria's  bride  live  on 
him,  and  tafke  all  from  hiai !  a5  a  poor  woman  married 
to  a  rich  man,  flie  Kves  upon  his  riches.  Many  arc 
ready  to  lay,  That  if  Chrilt  would  call  us  his  bride,  we 
would  live  on  ourfelves;  we  would  pray,  repent,  be- 
lieve. Sec. ;  but  the  ■  bride  of  Chrill  mull  get  all-thefe 
things  in  him,  and  take  all  from  him,  and  live  wholly 
on  him,  and  freely  on  him.  When  Jofeph's  brethren 
did  not  know  him,  they  were  buying  and  felling  with 
him,  they  would  have  nothing  from  him  without  mo- 
ney; but  when  they  knew  that  he  was  a  brother,  for 
all  the  biFences  that  they  had  done  him,  they  were  con- 
tent to  come  down  every  man  of  them,  and  take  all 
from  him  for  nothing:  this  is  the  way  you  mud  do  with 
Chrift,  when  matched  to  him;  we  mud  not,  with  the 
legalift,  have  repentance  and  duties  of  our  own,  we 
mud  take  all  from  him,  who  is  the  repcfitory  of  all 
divine  fulnefs,  whereof  the  believer's  part  is,  out  of  that 
fulnefs,  to  receive  grace  for  grace. 
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SERMON    IV,  v.* 

Christ  the  People's  Covenant* 

Isaiah  xlii.  6; 
— I  will  give  thee  for  a  covenant  of  the  people,— ^ 

MY  dear  frierida,  if  your  ears  be  open,  there  ard 
three  things  that  you  may  hear  this  day,  : 

1.  You  may  h^ar  what  minifters  will  fay;  but  that 
is  a  matter  of  friiall  nlom^nt;  and  it  is  but  a  poor  errand; 
if  you  be  only  come  to  hear  what  a  poor  mortal,  finful 
fellow-creature  will  fay  to  you.  Little  matter  what 
we  fay,  if  God  himfelf  do  not  fpeak  in  to  your  hearts; 
T  hereforej 

2.  You  may  hear  what  God  fays  tdyou:  this  is 
matter  of  great  moment  j  for  God's  fpeaking  can  make 
us  both  hear  and  live,  though  we  were  as  dead  as  flocks, 
or  ftones.  He  fpake  the  old  creation  out  of  nothings 
and  he  can  fpeak  a  new  creation  out  of  us,  who  are 
worf<^  thaii  nothing.  Indeed  it  will  be  a  wonder,  if  he 
do  not  fpeak  terrible  .things  in  righteoufriefs  unto  us^ 
becaufe  of  our  fins;  and  really  if  he  fpeak  to  us  out  of 
Chrift,  it  will  be  dreadful*     Therefore, 

3.  You  may  come  to  hear  what  God  fays  ta Chrift:^ 
and  this  is  the  greateft  moment  of  all.  To  hear  what 
ihinifters  fay  to  the  congregation,  is  a  little  thing ;  to 
hear  what  God  fays  to  you,  is  a  great  thing ;  but  to 
hear  what  God  fays  to  Chrift,  is  one  of  the  greateft 
things  that  can  be  heard.  God  in  his  word  fpeaks  to 
the  fons  of  men,  and  perhaps  you  have  noticed  that.   But 

•  he 

»  This  was  an  A£lion-Sermon,  preached  immediately  before  the  celebration 

#f  the  Lord's  fupper,  at  Dunfermline,  Augull  19.  1722.    To  wbich  is  annexed. 

The  Sublknce  of  fome  Difcourfeg,  after  the  Sacrament,  upon  the  fame  fubjecfc. 

The  after-enlargements  on  this  fubjeft,  wctc  moftVy  ^las^d  uwifti  their  rcigc«« 

^'yc  £ej2Cf§J  Ji€^ii  of  method. 
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h6  fpeaks  alfo  to  the  Son  of  God^  to  his  eternil  Son  t 
and  perhaps  that  is  what  you  have  little  noticed  to  this< 
day*  Why,  what  fays  he  to  Chrill  ?  Is  xV^My  thing 
that  we  the  people  afe  concerned  with  ?  Yes,  what  he 
fays  to  Chrill  is  of  the  greateft  concern  to  us,  and  it  i9 
this,  **  I  will  give  thee  for  a  covenailt,  of  the  peopW." 
O,  might  the  great  and  eternal  Father  fay  to  his  great 
and  eternal  Son^  who  is  one  God  with  him  and  the  eternal 
Spirit,  Behold  there  is  a  company  of  people  meeting  in 
Dunfermline  about  a  communion-table,  with  a  view  to 
the  fealing  of  the  covenant ;  but  their  work  will  be  to 
little*  purpofe,  if  they  view  not  tuee,  my  beloved  Son, 
to  be  the  fpring,  the  fpirit,  the  life,  the  all  of  the  cove-* 
nant:  their  covenant  will  be  but  a  poor  bargain  without 
thee;  and  therefore,  "  Behold,.  I  will  give  thee  for  a 
covenant  of  the  people!''  O  a  fweet  faying  as  ever  wa» 
faid  in  the  world !  and  no  wonder,  for  it  is  a  part  of  a  fer- 
mon  whereof  God  himfelf  is  the  Preacher,  and  Ghrift  is 
the  text,  and  the  Spirit  is  the  voice  that  conveys  it.  If 
we  had  much  of  this  Spirit  with  us,  we  might  fee  how 
fwectly  this  glorious  Preacher  handles  this  wonderful 
text,"  from  the  beginning  of  the  chapter:  O  how  fweetl/ 
does  he  fpeak  of  him  in  the  firft  four  verfes!  and  how 
fweetly  does  he  fpeak  to  him  from  the  fifth  verfc  and 
downward ! 

I.  How  fweetly  does  he  fpeak  of  him  ?  "  Behold  my 
fervant  whom  I  uphold,  mine  ele£l  in  whom  my  foul 
delighteth,"  etc.  That  Ghrift  is  the  fubjed  here  treated 
of,  you  need  not  queftion,  if  you  compare  this  firft  vcrfe 
with  Matth.  xii.  i8.  where  Ghrift  exprefly  applies  it  to 
himfelf:  and  now,  when  the  Father  here  fpeaks  of  Ghrift, 
every  word  is  a  word  of  commendation ;  he  commendi 
him  for  a  good  fervant  in  his  mediatory  work,  "  Behold 
my  fervjant  whom  I  uphold;  mine  elect,  in  whom  my 
foul  delighteth:"  He  commends  him  for  a  well-qualified 
Saviour;  *'  I  have  put  my  fpirit  upon  him,  and  he  ftiall 
bring  forth  judgment  tothe  Gentiles:"  He  coynniends  • 
him  for  a  meek  Saviour; .  **  He  fliall  not  cry,  nor  lift  up, 
nor  Caufe  his  voice*to  be  heard  in  the  ftreet,"  ver.  2. :  He', 
commends  him  for  a  tender-hearted  Saviour;  **  A  bruif-: 
cdxeed  Hiall  he  not  break,  s(nd  the  ixoXiVvcv^  ^^.^^^^^ 
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he  not  quench;  he  fliall'bring  forth  judgment  unto  truth," 
Ver.  3. :  He  commends  him  for  an  able  Saviour,  -that 
will  go  through  with  his  work,  maugrc  all  impediments; 
*^  He  Ihall  oot  fail,  nor  be  difcouraged,  till  he  have  fet 
judgment  in  the  earrth,  ver,  4. ;  and  the  ifles  fliall  wait 
for  his  law ;"  the  iils  of  Britain  not  excepted,  and  not 
forgetting  Scotland  in  ;he  north  end  of  it. 

2.  How  fweetly  does  he  fpeak  to  himj  frbili  ver.  5,6.! 
And  here  iiptice  both  the  divine  .prefage  to  this  part  of 
the  fermon,  and  theri  the  divine  difcourfe. 

(i.)  'The  Preface,  Ihewing  the  glorious  dignity  of  the 
Preacher,  ver.  5*  *' Thus  faith  the  Lord.'^  Here  the 
glorious  Jehovah  is  commending  himfelf,  as  it  well 
becomes  him*,  and  ridne  but  him  to  dp.  Who  is  it  that 
is  fpeaking?  It  is  the  Lord,  the  great  Lord  of  heaven^ 
'  earthy 'and  mankind:  it  is  the  Lord  of  all  the  heavens, 
that  is  fpeaking;  he  that  fpread  forth  the  earth,  and 
that  which  cometh  out  of  it:  it  is  the  Lord  of  all  man«j 
kind  that  is  Ipeaking;  he  that  gives  breath  unto  the 
people  upon  it,  and  fpirit  to  them  that  dwell  therein. — - 
Why  then,  he  is  the  God  that  hath  authority  to  make  . 
the  following'  covenant  with  the  JVIcfliahj  and  give  a 
xommiflion  to  himi.     Therefore, 

(2.)  Notice  the*  divine  Difcourfe  itfelf,  and  what  he" 
ffiys  to  Ghrift,.ver.  6.  *•  I  the  Lord  have  called  tjiee  in 
righteoufnefs,  and  will  hold  thine  hand,  and  Wiil  keep 
thee,  and  give  thee  for  a  covenant  of  the  people,"  etc. 
He  had  fpoken  fweetly  of  him,  and  here  he  fpeaks  as 
fweetly  to  him:  and  in  this  fpeech  is  opened  up  to  us 
tlie  great  myftery  of  the  covenant  of  redemption  betwixt 
the  Father  and  the  Son  from"  eternity ;  arid  the  opening 
thereof  in  time  makes  it  a  cjovenant  of  grace  to  us* 
And  here  we  may  fee  feveral  parts  of  the  indenture  he 
binds  and  obliges  himfelf  uritb. 

;  The  firft  piece  of  the  indenture  is,  *'  I  hsve  called 
thee^in  righteoufnefs."  Here  is  the  vocation  ;  he  takes 
not  this  office  of  being  Mediator  upon  him,  without 
being  called  thereto ;  and  God  called  him  thereto  in 
righteoufnefs:  he  was  rightly  called;*  for  the  right  of 
redemption  fell  into  his  hand :  he  v/as  rightly  called;  for 
Ac  was  ablc.jfoJt.tks  V<>r\  and  fil  for  \x;  Ut  ti^a  tightly 
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•atled';  for  he  (v^as  willinjr  to  the  work,,  find  vd!uhtari1y 
offered  himfelf,  *^  Lo,   I  come; — I   deliglu  to  do  thy     " 
will,  O  my'G^xl:"    Hit  was  rigiitly  calle.ci ;   for  as  God 
did  Jfim  no  wrong,  fo  he  -did  himlelf  ri^ht,  and  provided 
for  the  '.jlory  of  all  his  perfeftlons  in  this  way. 

Tile  fdcond  piece  of  the  indenture  is,  '"  I  will  hold  tbiM 
hand;'*  that  is  another  thing  he  fays  to  him  :  Go,  fay^ 
he,  and  I  will  hold  thee  by  the  hand  all  the  way;  I  will 
bear  the  expences  of  thit  h.^rd  fervioe:'  Ghrill  goes  this 
warfare  on  God's  charges  ;  he  b'jars  equal  burden  in 
the  -work  of  our  redemption.  We  mifplace  our  love, 
if  we  love  not  the  Fither  as  well  as  the  Sdn:  the  thred 
glorious  perfons  of  the  adorable  Trinity  had  all  one  will 
.  to  it,  arid  they  go  hand  in  hand  about  it ;  ''I  will  hold 
thine  'hartd.'^ 

Tiie  third  piece  df  the  incJen^iire,  or  the  ptlvcr  thing 
he,  fays  to  Ciirifl,  is,  "^  I  will  kefp  thee;''  I,  fnys  the 
great  Jehovah  to  the  God-man  Mediator,  I  will  kec-p 
thee,  -when  the  fins  of  an  elect  Vvorld  fhall  all  nleet  upotl 
thee;  when  the  curfes  o\  the  lav,  the  terror. of  juilice^ 
the  veriiyeance  of  heaven,  and  the  ftlry  df  earth  ihlll  in^ 
Vade^and  encomp:ifs  thee,  I  will  keep  and  pre'cirve  theej 
and  niake  all  thefe  red-fca^  td  divide  and  nuke  way  for 
thee  to  pafs  through  triurhphantly; 

Xiie  fourth  pidce  df  the  indenture  is  in  the  words  df  ^ 
oiir  text,  arid  U  is  one  of  the  great  and  glorioils  thin;^3 
he  fays  to  Glirirt;  *'  I  will  give  thee  for  a  covenant  of 
the  people^  a  light  to  the  Gcmtiles,"  etc.  Whatever  be 
their  malady,  I  will  give  thee  to  be  A  fuitable  remedy. 
Have  they  broken  covenant  ?  I  will  give  th(5e  to  be  a 
better  covenant,  But  what  of  that,  while  the)'  are  ig- 
norant? Why  then,  "  t  will  give  thee  for  a  light  tdthe 
Oeatiks.'*  B^t  what  thdugh  they  have  light,,  if  they 
have  not  fight  too?  for  a  blind  rilan  hath  rid  benefit  of 
the  fun  ;  why  thert,  **  I  will  give  thee  to  open  the  blind 
Cyes.'V  B'lt  what  though  they  have  both  lie^ht  arid  fight, 
if  they  be  ftill  in  a  dark  prifon^  bound  and  fettered  there? 
Why,  t  will  give  thee  for  this  end,  "  Td  bri'tig  out  the 
prifoners  from  the  prildn;  and  them  that  fit  in  darknefa 
out  of  the  prifdn-houfe.''  O  but  thefe  are  fw^et  tpromlfea 
made  to  Chrifl)  and  in  him  to  usj  aaa  l\x^  \t^^vEi%  otv^x 
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>  comprehends  the  refl,  is  in  th^fe  wordsj  *^  I  will  give  thee 
for  a  covenant  of  the  people."  Where,  without  eritical 
divifion,    you  may  notice    thefe  two  things*     i»  The 

.graQious  dcfignation  arid  title , that  Chrift  bears,  a  cove- 
liant  of  the  people*     2.  His  glorious  ordinance  and  ap- 

*  pblntment  thereto,  I  will  give  thee  for  that  end. 

1.  The  glorious  dcfignation  and  title  of  honour  that  he 
bears  ;  he  is  called^,  a  covenant  of  the  speople  :  and  here 
he  is'defcribed  by  his  relation  to  the  covenant^  and  by 
his  relation  to  us  by  this  means.  His  relation  to  th« 
covenant  is  fuch>  that  be  is  defigned,  the  covenant  it- 
•felf ;  he  ia  the  head  and  heart  of  the  covenant ;  he  is 
^the    foundation ,  and  cap-flone  of   the  covenant ;    the 

bottom  and  top  of  the  covenant;  the  Alpha  and  Omega 
r  of  the  covenant  5  the  firll  and  the  lalt  etter  of  the  cove- 
want;  the  all  in  all  of  the  covenant*  The  firft  covenant- 
head  brake  and  fell;  and  he  falling,  all  his  feed  fell..  The 
fecond  covenant-head  Hands; , and  he  Handing,  all  his 
feed  {land  in  him;  '•  My  covenant  fhall  ftand  faft  iti 
him.''-*-*Agaifi,  his  relation  to  us  by  this  means.  Tq 
whom  is  he  a  covenant?  Even  a  covenant  of  the  people^ 
of  the  Gentiles*     O  good  news  to  us  poor  Gentiles! 

2.  His  glorious  ordination  and  appointment  unto  this 
bufmefs;  *'  I  will  give  thee:",  and  here  alfo  every  word 
hath  fome  gtory  in  it*  Here  is  the  glorious  perfon  or- 
daining him,  in  the  pronoun  I';  I  Jehovah  do  it :  here 
is  th«  glorious  perfon  ordained,  in  the  pronojuri  .thee  ; 
*'  I  will  give  thee:'*  here  is  the  glorious  manner  of  the 
ordination,  it  is  by  way  of  free  and  gratuitous  gift  \  ^'  I 
will  Giv»  thee:'^  and  here  is  the  glorious  reafon  and  nrov- 
iug  caufe  of  the  whole,  even  the  fovereign  will  of  God; 
**  I  WILL  give  thee."  But  the  further  explication  of  thefe 
|)articulars,  i  refer  to  tihe  profecotion  of  the  doftrine* 

OfiSEUV.  That^  by  divine  ordination,  Chrift  ts  the 
covenant  of  the  people* 

,The  only  fcripture  I  n^me  for  the  confirmation,   it 

Ifa.  xlix.  8.  ".  T[ms  faith  the  Lord,  in  an  acceptable  time 

have  I  heard  thee;  and  in  a  day  of  falvation  have  I  help- 

edthcc  :  md  I  will  prefer  ve  0:iw,  zxA  ^w^  thee  for  a  co- 
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venantof  the  people,  to  eftablilh  the  earth,  to  caufe  to  in- 
herit the  defolate  heritages."  Where  you  fee  the  vifiom 
is  doubled,  becaufe  it  is  true. 

The  method  I  would  endeavour,  through  grace,  to 
follow,  is,. 
.    I.  To  offer  fome  remarks  concerning  the  covenant 

in  general. 
.   11.  Shew  how  Qirill  is  the  covenant,    and  in  whfit 

refpe£ls  he  bears  that  name. 

III.  Enquire  for  whofe  benefit  he  is  fo ;  and  thus  Ihew 
.     that  he  is  the  covenant  of  the  people. 

IV.  By  whofe  authority  he  is  fo ;  and  here  fpeak  of 
his  divine  ordination,  and  being  given  of  God  for 
that  end. 

V.  Offer  fome  reafons  of  the  doftrine,  why  he  is  gi- 
ven to  be  a  covenant,  and  why  a  covenant  of  the 
people. 

VI.  Draw  fome  inferences  for  application, 

I.  The  firft  thing  is,  To  offer  fome  remarks  concern- 
ing the  covenant  in  general ;  and  I  confine  them  to  thcfe 
four,  which  are  imported  in  the  text  and  dodtrinc. 

I.  The  firft  remarkable  thing  imported  in  the  text, 
is,  *  That  the  covenant  of  works  is  broken,  and  cannot 

*  fave   us  ;    and  we  are  broken,  and  cannot  fave  our- 

*  felves.'  There  was  a  covenant  of  works  made  with 
the  firft  Adam  and  his  feed,  before  the  fall ;  and  there- 
in God  was  upon  thefe  terms  with  man.  Do  and  Live ; 
and  if  you  do  not,  you  fliall  die.  In  this  law  of  works, 
there  was  a  precept,  and  a  fanftion.  The  precept  is. 
Do  this;  that  is,  perform  perfeO:  and  perfonal  obedience; 
the  fanflion  is,  '  If  thou  do  not,  thou  flialt  die  ;'  im- 
porting that  the  reward  of  obedience  was  eternal  life ; 
"  The  man  that  doth  thefe  Aings,ftiall  live  in  them:'*  and 
that  the  puniftiment  of  difobedience  was  eternal  death ; 
"  The  foul  that  finneth  fhall  die,*'  Gen.  ii.  17.  Now,  as 
by  the  fall  of  mankind,  the  precept  of  doing  is  broken, 
and  the  penalty  of  dying  is  incurred,  and  eternal  life  for- 
feited; fo  our  falvation  is  impoffible  without  a  perfeftrigh- 
teoufnefs  ;  a  righteoufnefs  of  obedience,  performing  the 
precept  of  the  law,  and  fo  intitWng  lo  Vw^i  ^  xv^V^^n^^ 


fte     CHRRT  «R  PEOPLK^i  COVENANT.    SEit.IV. 

M&  to,  taixlshQAoti^  undergoing  the  penalty  of  the  Izvr^ 
tod  fo  cbliverltig  from  death.  The  former  is  impoffibld 
for  as ;  for,  we  are  dead  in  fin^  and  trefp^flfes,  and  fo 
can  fttver  pSffOfm  any  daty  acceptable  to  God,  far  lefs 
complete  and  perfedt  obedience.  The  latter  is  impoffi- 
tid ;  fori  being  both  finite  and  (inful  creattires,  we  can 
never  give  infinite  and  fmlefs  latisfaftion ;  and  fo  \^e  are 
fcrokerl  and  loft  by  the  breach  of  this  covenant.  There 
are  four  things  upon  this  particularly,  that  I  prefume, 
yon  all  prafefd  to  know;  namely,  l.  The  tertor  of  the 
covenant  of  works,    *  That,   when  God  created  man, 

*  he  entered  into  a  covenant  of  life,   or  vvorks,    with 

*  him,  upon  condition  of  perfeft  obedience,  forbidding 

*  him  to  eat  of  the  tree  of  knowledge  of  good  and  evil, 

*  Upon  the  pain  of  death.*  2.  The  breach  of  this  cove- 
ftant,  '  That  our  firll  parents,  being  left  to  the  freedom 

*  of  their  own  will,  fell  from  the  eftate  wherein  they 

*  were  created,  by  finning  agaitift  God,'  and  particular- 
ly, '  by  eating  the  forbidden  fruit.'  3.  Our  concern  in 
this  original  apoftafy  and  fall  in  Adam,  '  That  the  co- 

*  venant  being  made  with  him,  not  only  for  himfelf, 
'  but  for    his  pofterity,    all  mankind    defcending  from 

*  him   by  ordinary  generation,  finned  in  him,  and  fell 

*  with  him,  in  his  firll  tranfgreflion:  *'  For  by  one  man  fin 
*'  entered  into  the  world,  and  death  by  fin  ;  and  fo  death 
■*  paffed  up6n  all  men,  for  that  all  have  finned,"  or,  in 

*  whom  all  hare  finned.'  4.  The  fatal,  woful  effefts  of 
this  fall  and  breach  of  the  covenant  of  works ;   namely, 

*  That  by  this  means  we  have  fallen  into  a  (late  of  fin 

*  and  mifdry ;  that  our  ftate  is  a  finful  ftate,  we  being 

*  guilty  of  Adam's  firft  fin,  wanting  original  righteouf- 

*  nefs,  and  our  whole  nature  being  corrupted,  whence 

*  proceeds  all  our  actual  fin ;  and  that  our  ftate  is  a  mi- 

*  ferable  ftate,  having  loft  communion  with  God,  being 

*  .under  his  wrath  and  curfe,  liable  to  all  the  miferies  of 
« this  life,  to  death  itfelf,  and  ther  pains  of  hell  for  ever. 

*  Why  ?    Tha  wage^  of  fin  is  death,  and  we  are  children 

*  of  wrath  J  and  curfed  is  etrery  one  that  continueth  not  in 

*  alt  things  written  in  the  book  of  the  law,  to  do  them.'  It 
ft>ay  be,  it  is  long  finqe  ye  knew  thefe  things  in  your 

c^c^chi£ais:  6ut,  O^  how  long  \s  \\.  ^tict^o\3fe\3t.l\^ved 
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them  ?  or,  do  yoa  believe  them  yet  ?  Have  you  feen 
your  fall  in  Adam,  and  your  woFul,  finful,  miferable 
lla:e  by  nature,  through  the  breach  of  the  covenant  of 
wortcs  ?  If  you  were  convinced  of  this,  furely  the  news*. 
of  another  covenant  would  be  welcome  to  you.  But 
tlien, 

2^.  Th^  Second   remarkable   thing,  imported  in  the 
text,  is,  *  That  there  is  a  covtrnant  of  grace  provided, 

*  for  the  recovery  of  fome,  by  Jelus  Ghrift,  from  a  (laie 

*  of  fin  and  death  to  a  ilate  of  ri^hteoulhefs  and  eten. 

*  nal  life  ;'  or,  you  may  take  it  thus,.  '  God  having  out 
«  of  ais  mere  good  pleafure,  from  all  eternity,  elefted 
V  fome  to  everlallin^  life,  did  enter  into  a  covenant  of 
^  grace,  to  deliver  them  out  of  the  tllate  of  fin  and  mi# 

*  fery,  and  to  bring  them  into  an  eftate  of  falVation  by 

*  a  l^eJeemer.'  ^Hence  fuch  fcriptural  exprefliona  as 
thefe,  '^  By  grace  are  ye  faved  5 — not  by  works  of  righ* 
teoufnefs  that  we  have  done  ;— -tfor  if  there  had  been  a 
law,  [namely,  of  works]  which  could  have  given  life, 
verily  righteoufnefs  fhould  have  been  by 'the  law,"  Gal, 
ill.  21,  Now,  this  covenant  of  grace  may  be  confider; 
ed,  either  in  its  original  tranfaclion  from  eternity,  or  ia 
its  afiluaL  raanifellation  in  time. 

(i-.)  Confider  it  it>  its  original  tranfa^Siioiy  from  eternity 
betwixt  the  Father  and  the  Son.  God  having  in  his  eter-  • 
nal  decree  of  permitting  the  fall,  forefeen   the  ruin. of . 
nrankihd  by  the  breach  and  violation  of  the  covenant  of  ■ 
vorks,  gracioufly  purpofed  not  to  proceed  againll  all  • 
mankind,  acvwrding  to  the  demerit  of  the  r  tranfgreffi- 
6n,  in  the  execution  of  that  death  uppm  them  vfchich 
that  covenant  threatened ;  and  therefore  a  council  of 
peace  is  called  from  eternity,  and  the  prcpol'al  made  • 
concerning  the  fhewing  mercy  tO:  an  ele^t.  nuUlber,  in  a 
Vay  that  Ihould  be  ta  the  honour  and  glory  of-  God's 
h.olinefe,  which  fays,  They  mutl  do  perfeftl j  ;.  ^id  of 
God's   juftice,  which  fays,    They  muft.  di^.  eternally.. 
Well,  none  in  all  the  creation  of  men  and  angels  were 
able  to  fatisfy  this  proppfal:;thenfaysChrift,^*^L9l  cdme,'*^ 
Pfg^.  xl.  8.  I  offer  myfelf  to  be  their  Surety,  to  give  a.      ' 
perfed  obedience  to  the  la'w,  which  was  the  condition. 
q{  the  covenant  of  work$}  and  to  give  \iAtAX.^  l-^xot^l-^^- 

M4.  ^^^ 
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0|i  to  offend  jufticc,  in  anfwer  to  the  penalty  incurredl 
'  thro'  the  preach  and  violation  of  that  covenant.  >'  Lo,  I 
come;"  fmce  the  law  gannot  be  fulfilled  without  dping, 
npr  jullice  fatisfied  without  4oing,  lo,  I  come  to  ^o  both : 
and  feeiftg  this  undertaking  mujl  b^  accpmpiiftied  by 
one,  who  is  Ijoth  finite,  that  he  may  die  ;  and  infinite, 
that  he  may  conquer  death  and  wrath  }  I  offer  to  do  it 
in  their  nature,  and  by  an  unfpeakable  qiyllery  to  be- 
come f^eihj  "  Lo,  1  come;''  le^  the  \mpannelled  criminal 
go  free.  The  Father  being  infinitely  well-pleafed  with 
,lhis  tonfent,  encourages  his  eternal  Son,  enters  into  a 
covenant  with  Jiim,  call^  hiin,  qualifies  him,  promife^ 
to  uphold  liim  in  the  whole  wOrJ^;  and  to  giye  him  for  a  - 
covenant  of  the  people;  and  that,  for  maVing  his  foul  an 
offering  for  f  i^,  he  Ihou^d  fee  hi$  feed^  and  fee  the  travel 
i)f  his  foul  and  be.  fatisfied,  Ifa.  liii.  ii.  This  is  called 
V)y  many,  *'  The  covenant  of  redemption;"  not  that  it  is  • 
another  covenant  of  grace,  but  I  take  it  a§  another  con- 
fideration  of  the  fan^e  govenj^nt.  Jt  w^s  made  with  Chrift 
as  the  fecond  Adam,  and  in  hirn  with  a^l  the  ^led  as  his 
feed.  As  it  is  made  with  Chrift,  it  i?  properly  condition- 
al to.  him ;  the  condition  being  perfect  obedience,  and 
complete  fatisfaclion;  but  as  made  with  the  eleft  in  him, 
i.t  is  abfolute;  coufifling  of  free  and  abfojute  promifcsto 
them.     But. 

(2.)  Cbnfider  it  in  its  aftual  manifeftation  in  time :  and 
here,  omitting  what  might  be  faid  of  the  legal  admini- 
firation  of  it  under  the  Old  Teilament,  and  the  evan- 
gelical adminiftration  iltder  the  New,  t  fli^^ll  only  fay^ 
That  as  the  tranfaftion  betwixtahe  Father  and  the  Sou 
from  eternity,  is  the  fountain,  fo.this  manifeflation  pf  it 
in  time  is  the  opening  of  th^  fountain  :  and  the.  gi'ace 
*  cf  God  b  manifelled  in  thi^  covenant  of  grace  feveral 
ivays.  I.  ^n  that  he  freeFy  provides  a  Saviour  ^01;  19ft 
finners,  fhewing,  by  the  gofpel,  that  he  hath  made  thi?^  . 
provifion,  2.  In  that  he  freejy  offers  to  finner^.  a  Me, 
Viator,  and  life  and  falvation  in  him.  3.  In  that  he 
not  only  galls  and  commands  them  to,  come  to  him  by 
faith,  as  the  means  to.  iptereft  them  in  him,  and. to  be- 
lieve in  him  for  falvation :  but,  4.  Promifes  hi3  |)oly 
Sj?iru  to  wojrk  \n  them  that  faith^  a,n4  (jU.  other,  faving 
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graces.  And  though  this,  nnd  all  the  other  abrdute  pro- 
mifes  of  the  covenant  ftiall  be  certainly  acconipliftied, 
and  aftually  applied  to  the  elt£t  only  j  yet,  in  the  eter- 
nal difpenfation  of  the  go'pel,  and  adrainiftration  of  the 
covenant,  they  are  revealed  and  exhibited  in  a  general 
indefinite  way  and  manner,  with  an  univtrfal  offer  and 
command  to  all  and  every  one  that  hear  this  gofpel,  to 
plead  them,  and  lay  hold  upon  them ;  that  in  this  way 
the  hearers  of  the  gofpel  may  be  left  inexcufable  that 
embrace  it  not ;  and  that  the  cleft  may  be  gathered  in, 
made  to  believe,  and  conae  und^r  the  bond  of  the  cove* 
nant. 

3.  The  Third  remarkable  thing,  imported  in  the  text, 
is,  *  That  there  is  an  onenefs  and  identity  betwis^i  the 

*  covenant  of  grace,  as  made  with  Chrill,  and  as  made 

*  with  us  in  b'ni;  both  ^re  one  and  the  fame  covenant:* 
for  here  the  Father  is  con  tracing  with  the  Son,  *'  I  will 
give  thee  for  a  covenant  of  the  people;"  therefore,  that 
with  the  Son  and  with  the  people  belong  to  one  and  the 
fome  covenant :  with  refpeft  to  Chriil,  it  h^d  its  con, 
flitution  from  eternity  ;.  with  refpeft  to  u;s.,  it  hath  its  » 
application  in  time :  on  this  account  it  is  called,  *'  The  . 
grace  given  qs  in  Chrift  before  the  worldbeg^„"  2  Tim, 
i.  9.  *'  And  eternal  life,  which  God  that  cannot  lie  pro- : 
mifecj  before  the  world  begs^n,"  Tit,  i,.  x.     As  the  firll; 
Adam  was  our  public  federal  head,  and  he  and  we  include, 
ed  in  oi^e  and  the  fam^  covenant  of  works  if  fo  Cbrlil,  the 
fecond  Adam,  is  our  publiQ  head^  and  the  covenant  of: 
grace  with  him  and  qss  is  the  fame  covenant,  though  he* 
alone  is.  the  Head,  Surety,,  and    Mediator,  ta  whonx' 
fome  promifea  and  precepts  are  peculiar  :•  however,  he 
being  the  covenant  of  the  people,  all  things  prbmiftd 
wito^  Ot  to.be  performed  by  the  people,  are  fecured  in 
the  contraft  with  Chrift  ;  all  the  condition  of  life  to  be. 
performed  is  found  in  him  ;.  yea,  he  undertakes,  in  that 
covenant,  the  removal- of  all  obftrti^tions  and   impedi- 
ments from  within,  that  would  hinder  tlieir  attainment* 
of  covenant-mercy,  bemg  for  a  light  to  the  Gentiles,  to 
take  away  the  inward  blin4nefs  that  is  found  in  them  ;' 
fp  that,  not  only  all  neceffaries  for  redemption,  but  al- 
fp  ogc^ffarips  fpr  the  powerful  and  effc^al  a^^Vvc^xKcyct 
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of  that  redemption,  are  firft  promifed  in  the  covenant 
to  him,  aud  then  to  us  in  him,  upon  his  fuifilling  the  • 
condition -of  perfedt  obedience.  Is  j unification  promifed  ? 
It  is  firft  to  him,  and  then  to  us  in  hini,  Iia.  liii.  !!• 
V  By  his  knowledge,  [or,  by  the  knowledge  q£  him,] 
Ihall  my  righteous,  fervantjuitify  many.'*  Is  fandbfioa- 
tion  and  the  Spirit  promifed?  It  is  firil  to  him,  and  then 
tons  in  him;  verfe  firit  of  this  chapter*  *' I  will  put 
jny  Spirit  upon  him,  and  he  ihall  bring  forth  judgment 
to  the  Gentiles.'*  Is  glorificali<^n  promifed?  k  is  firlt  to 
him,  and  then  to  us  in  him  ;  Rom.  viii.  i^,  '^  Kchil* 
dren,  then  heirs^  heirs  of  God,  and  joint  heir^  witl^ 
Chrilf — -He  and  the  people  are  all  in  one  an^  the  f^tn^e 
covenant:  he,  as  the  glorious  Head,  Surety,  and  Re- 
prefentative,  having  all  kilnefs  in  him,  both  of  gr-ace 
and  glory,  for  our  ufe  and  behoof;  and  we,  as  members 
of  that  body  whereof  he  is  the  head,  and  in  a  way  of 
union  to  him  by  faith;  fpr,  *'  All  the  promifes,  not  only 
fome,  but  all -the  promifes  of  God  are  in  him^  Yea-;  and 
in  him.  Amen  ;''  twice  in  him:  importing,  I'hat  as  the 
covenant  of  grace,  which  is  the  covenant  of  promife,  ia 
made  jointly  with  him  an^  us  ;  fo  in  the  conllitution  of 
the  covenant,  the  promifes  are  all  made  to  him  ;  and  ia 
the  amplication  of  it,  they  are  made  to  us  in  him:  pri- 
marily, and  immediately,  they  are  made  tp  him  ;  fe- 
condarily,  and  immediately,  to  us  in  him, 

4.  Hence  the  Fourth  thing  remarkable,  imported  iiv 
the  text,  is,  '  Ghrill  is  the  centre,  in  whom  all  the  line? 
*.  of  the  covenant  do  meet  j'  and  fo  by  an,  ufual  figure, 
of  the  part  for  the  whole,  he  bears  the  name  of  the 
whole  covenant;  *' I  will-  give  him  for  a  covenant. of 
the  people  :"  the  covenant  gf  grace  is  faid  not-  only  to- 
be  made  with  him,  but  he  himfelf  is  the  covenants  Andi: 
^his  leads  me  to, 

II.  The  Second  thing,  To  ftiew  how  Gh.rifi;  is  riie -co- 
venant, and  in  what  refpefts'he  bears  that  name  ? 

We  feply,  i.  Ghrift  is  the  covenant  of  the  people 
l»dic^l]y  and  fundamentally,  being  the  root,  bafis,  and: 
foundation  upon  which  the  covenant  of  grace  tt«nds  ; 
^^  ^Qnc  foundation;  ^^  O/wher  foundations  can  no  maa 
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lay  th^n  that  is  laid,  which  is  Jefus  Chrrins"  r  Cor.  iiu 
I  i.  He  is  the  lure  foundation  that  God  hath  laid  in  Zion, 
Ha.  xxviii.  i6.  The  covenant  of  works,  being  built 
upon  fomethinij  in  man,  it  was  not  fure  work,  and  fa 
the  fabric  tumbled  oown:  but  the  covenant  of  grace  atid 
mercy  is  built  upon  a  never-fuiling  foundation;  it  is  ftti«e  • 
work  to  eternity  ;  and  ihcrefore  fays  God,  "  Mtnc^ 
fliall  be  built  up  for  ever  :  why  ?  I  have  made  a  cove» 
nant  with  my  chofen.'*  Chriil  is  the  antient  and-eternii 
foundation  of  the  covenant ;  no  other  foundation  is  laid'  i 
in  Zion  in  cinie,  but  tiiat  which  was  Laid  in  tho  counfjii 
of  peace  from  -eternity.  God  hath  pnoniifcd-  nothing  • 
to  U3  in  time,  but  what  he  purpofed  and  pro  mi  fed  ia 
Chrift  from  eternity  ;  "  He  has  chofen  us  in  him  before 
the  foundation  of  the  world,'*  Kph.  i,  4s  afid  promife4 
eternal  life  in-  him  before  the  world  began,  He  is  tho 
foundation  of  all  the  blcfilngs  and  privileges  of  the  co- 
venant, ^'  Being  made  of  God  unto  us  wifdom,  and' 
righteoufnefs,  fanflification,  and  redemption."  He  is  the 
foundation  of  all  the  promiles,  graces,  and'Comforts of  the 
covenant.  This  were  a  large  field,  bat  l  goon* 

2.  Ghrill  is  the  covenant  relatively,  inrcfpt^boFthe  • 
relations   he  comes  under  to  it :  we  find  in  fcripture, 
that  he  is  called  the  Mediator  of  the  covenant,  Ifcb.  ix>, 
15.  Why  ?  he  brings  God  and  man,  that  were  at  varif-  ' 
auce,  to  meet  amicably  :  by  the  price  of  his  blood,  ho  * 
brings  Gbd|  to  us  ;  and  by  the  power  of  his  Spirit,  he 
brings  us  to  God,  and  makes  up  the  difibrence. — ^He  is 
called  the  Tellator  of  the  covenant,  Heb.ix.  16.  "Where 
a  teftament  is,  there  is  thedfeath  of  theTejlator:'*  Ife 
hath  fignod  all  the  articles  of  it  with  his  own  blood,  aud- 
io confirmed- it,  and  made  it  a  teftament. — He  is  called 
the  Mbflenger-  of  the^  covenant,  MaK  iii,  is  When-  God 
would'  com.muni'cj^te  Ms  mind  tousj    it  is  in  Chrift; 
when  we  would  communicate  bur  mind' to  God,  it  is  in 
Chrift.:    whatever  meffage  God  bath  to  us,  or  we  to 
^im,    Chrift-  bears  it,    and  makes  the  travel,    be  tho 

{*ourney  qever.  fo  dangerous;  *^  For  this  is  he  that  came 
)y  water  and  blood,'*  i  John  v.  6.  He  came  by  fea,  by  a- 
fea  of  water  for  our  fanftifioation ;  "  For,  if  he  wafli  us 
^^itj^  \\G  bav*c-no  irarvin  him  j-'  auv\  by  ^t^o^  V\.^Ci4.i<ix. 


^NiX. 
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cur  juftification ;  for,  "  Without  Ihedding  of  blood  there 
is  no  remiffion,"  A  daqgerous  voyage  for  bearing  the 
in$:ffagep-— rHe  is  cal)ed  the  Witnefs  qf  the  covenant, 
li'a.  Iv.  5.  •*  I  will  gjv^  hitn  for  a  witnt^fs  of  the  people.'* 
He  is  tue  true  and  faithful  Wiinefs.  As  he  was  an  eye 
and  earrwitpefs  to  the  whole  trapfaflion  of  the  QQ\ttk^n% 
from  eternity ;  fo  he  fets  his  feal  tp  th^  articles  qf  it  in 
tiraei  and  b^ars  witnefe  by  his  word,  by  his  blood,  by 
bis  Spirilt.  This  he  does  e|Fc£lu?Llly,  fon>etimes  in  t^e 
hearts  of  his  people,  when  he  conquers  all  their  unbe- 
lieving dpubts  an^  jealouQes  of  his  word,  and  fufpicion^ 
of  his  love,  or  of  his  Father's  kindneis.— rlie  is  callec^ 
the  Surety  of  the  covenant,  Httb.  vii.  2%.  He  is  the 
Surety  both  fqr  debt  nnd  dMty :  Suretv  for  debt  j  the  l^vv 
demanded  of  us  a.cjebt  of  infinity  fuQeriug,  the  juft  de^. 
merit  of  our  ftna,  whi^h^  if  laid  upon  us,vvQuld  fink  us 
for  ever;  for,  ^*  The  wages  of  fin  is, death:'*  And  alfo  it 
demanded  a  debt  of  perfeft  obeclience  Sind  uniV'ei:«l'al  holi- 
iiefs  and  righteoafnefs,  Now,  we  are  infolvent  debtors, 
drowned  in  debt,  and  unable  to  pay  a  farthing;  and  un- 
lels  there  be  a  Surety  for  us,  we  cannot  efcape  the  prifpn 
of  hell,  and  the  everlafting  vvrath  of  the  o.mrfipoient  God, 
Behold,  the  Surety  fteps,  in,  even  in  tl\is,  hopelefs,  ftate 
we  are  fallen  into,  pays  the  debt  to  the  laft  farthipg,  and 
puts  his  name  in  our  bond;  He  was  made  undef  the  law, 
to  redeem  thofe  that  were  under  the  law.  And  then  he 
is  Surety-for  duty,  promifing  to  put  his  Spirit  witjiin  uf,^ 
and  caufe  us  to  walk  in  Ws  ftatu.tes.  He  is  Surety  for 
both  fides  qf  the  covenant ;  Surety  that  all  that  God, 
hath  faid  and  promifed  (hall  be  accomplifticd;  and  Surety 
that  all  that  we  are  obliged  to  do,  fliall  be  done  fof  us, 
and  in  us.  Q  fweet  and  gracious  covenant  !^--tIa  a.  word, 
he  is  the  Servant  of  the  covenant^  ''  Behpld  my  Servant 
whom  I  uphold,  Ifa.  xlii.  i.  Wift  ye  not,  lays,  hp  to. 
his  parents  that  were  feekinpr  him,  that  I  muft  be  about 
my  Father's  bufinefs  ?-"  What  bufinefs  J  Wb.at. Ser- 
vice? The  hardeft  fervice  that  ever  was,  even  to>fatisfy 
juilice,  to  fulfil  the  law,  to  conquer  Satan,  to  purchafe^ 
heaven,  to  fave  an  ele£t  world,  to  endure  the  contra- 
diftion  of  finners  againll  himfelf,  in  accomplifhing  this 
fprvice.— rHe  is  the  Performer  o(  the  covenant  1  yea,^ 
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ti)e  Performance  itfelf.  Chrift,  ftahding  in  all  thefe  re-. 
l2^Lions  tp  the  covt;nant,  may  well  be  called  the  cpvcr 
nant  of  the  people. 

3.  Chfill  U  the  covenant  fubftantially,  in  rcfpeft  of 
his  being  the  very   ms^tter  of  th^  covenant ;  the  prin- 
cipal p4rtpnt,  the  principal  proraife  of  it.     He  is  the  : 
fublUuc^  of  all  the  promires,  the  firlt  thing  propofcdj 
and  whatever  is  promifLcl  cHe,  is  for  hi$  fake.     He  i^  , 
the  prohiilVd  feed  fpol^en  of  tp  Adam    and  Eve,    to 
Abraham,    ip   David,    Cen.  iii.   15.     Gen.  ^xii,    i8, 
Luke  i,  32,  33.     Hp  \s  the  fiib.ftance  of  the  prophecies, 
**  To  him  give  all  the  prophets  witnefs,"  At\s  x.  43- 
He    is  the  fubdance  of  all  (he  fliadovvs  and  Old-'^j^eUa- 
nient  typ^s  :  hQ  is  the  true  brazen  ferpent,  that  heals 
di/eafed  faula;  the  true  manna  and  bread  pf  life;  the 
true  facrifice  and  pafcal  lamb,  whofe  hlpo^,  being  fprinkr  . 
led  on  th^  ^oor-polU  of  the  fpul,  faves  from  the  dellrpy-  - 
ing  angel:  of  all  the  types  he  is  the  Atitype^  the  fub-  : 
fiance  pf  the   whole  B.blcj^  and  of  all  the  fcriptures-;  ' 
•'  Thefe  are  th^y  that  tellify  pf  me."  Jt  is  a  firange  text, 
that  q^  gofpel-rainiller  cannot  find  Chrift  in,  (ince  the 
whole  fcriptures  tellify  of  him  ;  as  if  it  faid  nothing  clfe 
but  Giiriil,  Qhrift.--^r-r^.Thus.be  i^  the  covenant  fubilan^/ 
tidily.     Again, 

4.  Chrill  is  th^  cpvenant  eminently :  in  point  of  emi-^  • 
nency,  ornament,  and  excellency.     He  is  the  very  or- 
nament of  (h^  covenant,  the  excellency  and  fweetnefa 
of  it :  ht^  is  theblcfi^ug  of  all  the  bleflings  of  the  covenant:.  . 
the  mercy  pf  all  the  niercies ;  the  foul  of  all  the  privi- 
leges of  the  cpvenant :  no.  blefling  of  the  covenant  is  a  . 
blefling  without  him,  for  all  th^  blelfings  come  with 
him  ;  "  Hovf  fliall  he  not  with  -him  freely  give  us  all 
things  ?"  Rom.  viii.  32.  The  covenant  is  nothing  with-  . 
out  Chrift,  the  bleflings  of  it  are  nothing  without  Chrift  ; 
he  is  the  fweetnefs  pf  all  the  bleflings  of  the  cpyenant,  the 
marrow  pf  all  the  mercies  pf  the  cpvenant,  and  thefulnefs 
of  all  the  promifes  of  the  covenant :  the^  are  all  empty 
withput  Chrift,  for  he  i&  all  in  all.    And  therefore,  O 
^mpty  ordinances,  without  Chrift;  Oenlpty  facramcnts, 
if  Chrift  be  not  there;  Q;  empty  miniftersj  if  Chrift  be 
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not  with  them;  yea,  O* empty  heaven,  if  Chrift  be  npt 
there;  empty  enjoyments,  empty  comforts  without 
Chrift. 

5.  Chrift  is  the  covenant  merltorioufly,  and  in  point 
of  acquifition  and  procurement.  Hie  •  does  all  that  is 
pecefl"tirj'  for  the  procuring  the  bleffings  of  the  covenant: 
his  righteoufnefs  is  the  great  condition  of  the  covenant, 
the  alone  condition  otit,  propprly  fo  called;  it  is  th6 
caufe,  the  procuring  caufe  of  all  covenant-bleflings.  All 
that  ispron^ifcd  to  Chrift,  or  to  us,  is  upon  the  account 
of  his  obedience;  I:*;^.  liii,  10,  11,  x  2^  "By  the  obedi- 
ence of  one  fh^ll  niany  he  made  righteous;"  not  by  the 
obedience  of  any  man  fqrhirafelf,  Rom.  v.  19.  He  is  the 
procurer  of  juftification,  Rom,  v.  18.;  the  procurer  of 
rertiiffion  of  fin,  Rom,  iii.  24.;  the  procurer  of  peace, 
I  a.  liii.  5. ;  yeaj  the  furn  of  it,  ior,  ^'  He  is  our  peace;** 
the  procurepof  our  accefs  to  God,  and  communion  witl^ 
him ;  all  that  are  afar  off  are  made  nigh,  only  by  the 
blood  of  Chrift  ;  the  procurer  of  fanftifyin;;  grace,  Ifa, 
liii.  10.  I  Cor.  i.  30.  and  of  eternal  falyation:  his  deaths 
is^the  purchafe  of  the  heavenly  inh^itance;  and  fo  he 
is. the  covenant  n^eritorioufly,  in  procuring  all  the  blef- 
izags  thereof. 

6.  Chrift  is.  the  covenant  efficaciouljy,  or  efficiently  i 
as  he  procures  all  by  the  price  of  his  blood,  fo  he  applies, 
all  by  the  pow^er  of  his  Spirit.  By  this  powerful  Spirit 
of  his,  in  the  efl^biency  of  his  application,  by  the  means 
of  the  law,  he  difcoyers  to  men  their  fad  condition,^ 
while  under  a  covenant  of  works  \  by  t^^e  means  of  the 
gofpel,  he  difcovers  the  excellencies  of  the  covenant  of 
grace,  and  alfo  their  claim  to  it;  in  and  by  the  indefi- 
nite general  difpenfation  ofthe  gofpel,  and  the  promife 
of  th'e  covenant ;  fo  that  whoever  will,  may  come  and 
pat  in  for  a  Ihare..  Bat  this  is  not  all ;  Chrift,  in  his 
efficiency,  does  perfuade  and  enable  the  poor  foul  to  take 
hold  of  this  covenant,  of  Chrift  himfelf,  as  the  all  of 
the  covenant,  and  that  with  particular  application  to  it- 
felf,  for  its  own  relief';  and  not  only  to  accept,^  but  to 
tnift'  to  it  for  all  grace  and  life,  and  that  upon  the  war- 
rant of  God's  word  of  grace,  renouncing  all  other  ways 
pf  falvation,   and  refting  only  upon  this,   i  Tim.  i.  15. 

Ji£t3  xvL  6.  Yeaj  after  the  per[on\^bto^Jl^X\N^.^Jcvm^Jcv^ 
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CoVertant^-  GhriH  is  the  great  performer  of  all  covenant- 
duties  ;  he  perfornifi  all  our  works  in  ub,  Ifa.  xxvi.  ia« 
.We  are  'to  prefent  no  duty  of.  our  own  to  God  for  ac- 
vCeptance,  or  iu  order  to  obtain  life  and  falvation  by  it; 
but  to  prefent  him  with  Chrift,  he  being  the  covenant 
to  perform  all  for  us  and  in  us,  which  we  are  obliged  . 
to*  In  «a  word,  he  is  ei^ged  as  the  covenant  of  the 
people,  to  be  all,  and  do  all ;  to  procure  all,  and  to  fee 
all  made  effedual  that  concerns  grace  and  glory :  "  I 
will  give  him  for  a  covenant  of  the  people,"  fays  the 
Lord.  I  will  not  enter  i9to  covenant,  or  deal  with  them 
in  an  immediate  way,  as  with  the  firft  Adam,  but  I  will  - 
take  a  furer  courfe,  I  will  give  thee  for  that  end;  thou 
fhalt  undertake  all  the  matter  therein  ;  I  will  look  to 
thee  for  the  ptrrformance  thereof.  Man  hath  broken 
covenant;  I  will  not  trull  him  again;  but  thou  ffialt  be 
the  covenant:  the  promife  of  life  (hall  be  made  only  in 
thee,  and  the  condition  of  life  ihall  be  found  only  in 
thee. — ^Thus  he  is  the  covenant. 

III.  The  third  thing  was,  to  fhew.  For  whofe  benefit 
he  is  a  covenant ;  and  \o  to  fhew  tliat  he  is  the  covenant 
of  the  people.  Men  and  women  have  a  way  of  exclude 
ing  themfelves  by  Unbelief;  but  I  am  fure,  my  text  will 
exclude  none  this  day,  that  are  here,  from  a  right,  to 
accept  of  this  covenant^  unkfs  it  be  the  devil  himfelf. 
He  indeed,  and  all  the  fallen  angels,  are  excluded ;  and 
so  doubt  he  is  come  here  among  us' this  day,  to  tempt 
people  to  exclude  themfelves,  becau'c  he  himfelf  is 
excluded.  But  here  is  a  foundation  of  £aith  for  all  the 
people  that  hear  this  gofpel ;  Chrift  is  the  covenant  of 
the  people,  infomuch  that  whofoever  of  all  the  people 
will  fubfcribe  to  this  covenant,  and  go  in  to  it  \>y  faith, 
fliall  have  the  everlafting  benefit  of  it. 

Q^EST.  Why,  fay  you,  I  am,  it  may  be,  none  of  the 
people  here  meant,  none  of  the  eleft  whofe  names  are  in 
that  covenant  and  contraflt,  and  therefore  my  fubfcribing 
of  it  may  be  in  vain.  Anfw.  For  the  clearing  of  this. 
That  Chrift  is  the  covenant  of  the  people,  you  would  know 
and  remember,  That  there  are  two  copies  of  this  cove- 
nant; or  rather,  if  we  may  fo  exptefe  >X>  V«io  \iTto  cR.^\^ 
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charter,  the  one  is  an  original,  written  in  heaveii;  /ari4 
the  other  an  extraft,  written  in  this  Bible,  i;  I  fajr, 
as  to  the  origiriaU  it  is  writteti  in  heaven,  and  hath  all 
the  names  of  the  church  invifible  ihrolled  in  it.  Heb* 
i'l.  23.  they  ire  called  the  church  df  the  firltborn  that 
are  written  in  heaven.  In  thiis  writing  ane  the  names 
of  all  the  eleflt,  of  all  that  eVer  were^  are,  or  Ihallhie 
aftually  taketi  within  tTie  bond  of  i\\^  covenant;  and 
thefe  are  they  of  whom  it  is  faJdj  **  They  ard  chofen  in 
Ghri'ft  before  thd  foundation  of  the  world,'^  Eph.  i.  4; 
And  again,  "  Whbm  he  did  predeftlnate,  them  he  alfcJ 
called,'*  Rdm;  viii.  30;  And  again,  **  All  that  the  Father 
hath  given  nie,  fhall  come  to  me;**  and,  '*  All  th^t  w^ro 
tordained  tb  eternal  life,  believed."  And  of  thenl,  Chrift 
faySj  "  I  lay  down  nly  life  for  my  ffieep.'*  This  original 
draiight  of  the  covenairitj  is  a. writ  locked  up  in  the  est- 
binet  of  God*s  fecrct  parpbfe  }  atid  fecret  things  belong 
not  to  us,  but  the  things  that  are  revealed  1  therefore, 
2.  There  is  an  extraft  of  this  original  writ^  and  this  ex- 
tra£l  is  written  in  the  Bible,  which  is  the  book  of  the  co- 
venant i  this  yoii  haVe  aniong  youf  hands;  and  this  copy 
of  the  covenant  is  fent  open  to  yoil  all  to  fign  and  fub- 
fciribe,  by  giWng  faith's  affent  and  confent  to  the  cov^- 
nant,  or  clofirig"  with  Chrift,  the  covenant  of  the  people; 
as  he  is  offered  in  the  goPpeK  Now,  though  this  extracH 
be  a  true  copy,  anfwering  exaftly  to  the  driginal;  yet,  for 
fenderirtgall  inexcufablcjto  whom  thefe  prefentsare  fent, 
if  they  do  not  fubfcribe,  and  for^atheyrig  in  sill  the  elefifc, 
this  fair  eitraft  is  directed  to  all,  arid  every  orieof  you, 
giving  you  full  and  fufflcient  warrant  to  fign  and  fubfcribe 
for  yourfelves ;  for  you  cannot  poflibly  fee  yotlr  names  irt 
the  original,  till  once  you  hstVe  figned  your  confent,  by 
fubfcription,  to  the  copy  that  is  among  ydur  hands,  which 
is  here  let  down  on  the  earth,  to  fee  how  yoii  pleafe  it, 
this  day.  And  if  you  fign  theextraft,  as  it  is  fent  to  you; 
then  you  may  lay  claim  to  the  original,  and  fee  your 
name  there,   which  alone  is  the  privilege  of  thefe  that 

'  make  the  extraft  their  own  by  figning  it;  for,  **  The  fecret 
of  the  Lord  is  with  them  that  fear  him,  and  he  will  fhe\v 
them  his  covenant.*'  He  (hews  them  fometimes  their  name 

in  the  origiml  writ  of  the  coveu^l.    Ix.  l^  tibs  fettled 
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*rder  of  heaven,  that  although  fome,  who,  by  faith^ 
fubfcribe  the  extracled  copy,  are  kept  in  the  dark  about 
their  names  being  in  the  original;  yet  none  fliall  fee 
their  names  there,  but  thefe  who  fubfctibe  their  names 
here. 

Quest  But,  for  what  purpbfe  fefVes  Itly  ptftting  ffly* 
name  to  the  foot  of  a  bond,  if  ray  name  be  not  in  the 
bond  itfelf  ?  Why,  then,  read  the  direftion  of  this  gofpel- 
covenant,  and  fee  if  your  names  be  there;  and  anfwer  to 
your  names;  for  1  fliall  endeavour  to  be  as  praaical,  as 
I  go  along,  as  poflible,  that  I  may  have  the  lefs  to  do  irt 
the  application.  For  whofe  benefit  then  is,  he  thus  the 
covenant  ?  Why,  it  is  even  for  the  advantage  of  thefc 
whofe  names  are  here  fetdown;  and  tho*  they  riiay  not- 
here  find  their  particular  names,  John,  James,  Mafjr, 
Martha,  yet  their  general  names  ;  yea,*  both  their  more 
general  and  more  fpecial  names  are  here. 

I.  Their  mofe  general  name  is,  the  people;  he  is  thtf 
covenant  of  the  people :  and  here  all  finners  of  mankind, 
who  hear  of  Ghrill,  have  a  claim  to  put  in  for  a  fhare 
in  him,  feeing  the  covenant  is  direfted  to  them  ;  who- 
foever  they  be  that  hear  this  gofpel,  all  faving  benefits 
Ere.  preached  to  therti  by  Jefus  Chrift,  according .  to  the 
minillerial  commiffion,  faying,  *'  To  you  is  the  word  of 
•this  falvation  fent,"  Ads^iii  26.  And  in  this  fenfe  the 
upoille  fays,  Titus  ii.  11.  "  The  grace  of  God  that  bring- 
eth  falvation,  hath  appeared  to  all  men  :"  or,  as  it  may 
be  rendered,  as  you  fee  it  in  the  margin  of  fome  of 
your  Bibles,  **  The  grace  of  God,  that  bringeth  falvation 
to  all  men,  hath  appeared."  Let  them  ftraiten  the  gof- 
pel-offer  who  will,  they  do  it  at  their  peril;  ourcommif* 
fion  is  wide  and  full,  infomuch  that  this  covenant  is  di- 
re£te^  to  all  to  whom  thefe  prefcnts  may  come.  If  this  be 
your  general  name,  that  you  are  one  of  the  people,  be 
what  you  will  otherwife,  then  you  are  concerned  to  an- 
fwerto  your  name,  and  put  in  for  a  (hare  of  the  grace  of 
this  covenant  by  fubfcribing  and  faying  Amen  to  jt. 
Why,  fay  you,  that  is  a  general  narte  indeed;  I  dare 
not  deny  but  that  is  my  general  name;  then  man,  wo- 
man, do  not  put  that  covena;nt  from  you.     B\xU  f9>Y 
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JroU,  Is!tiiere<no  4»ore  fpecial  name  of  the  people,  whofe  • 
covenant  be  is  ?  Yea,  - 

i.  Thdrinore  fpecial  name  is  here  fet  down  in  black 
fffti  wHacj;  ipr,  who  the  peo^ple  are^  what  people  in  a 
fjvjcial  manner  is  here  nit^iailt,  is  cleared  in  the  follow- 
iflg  wQtds,  **  A  light  to  the  Geniiles>  to  open  the  blind 
'eyes,  iio  bring  out  the  prifoners  from  the  prifon,  and 
them  tkat  lit  in  darfiliefsi  out  of  the  prifon-houfc."  At!id 
here  you  will  fiad  bdth  the  name  and  firname  of  the 
|iec^le  ihtcttded;  and  I  believe  ybut*  names  and  firnames^ 
th»t  hear  me*  will  be  found  in  it.     i.  The  name   is 

.  Gentile*     i.  The  firname  is^  Gentile^  dark  and  blindj 

•.  Gentile^  bound  and  impriibnedi 

(i.).  I  fay,  the  name  of  the  peop?e,.  vi'hofe.  covenant 
be  is,  is  Gentiles;  and,  I  fuppofe,  this  is  the  name  of 
ttU  that  hear  me,  if  thefe  be  not  Jews  here :  if  I  thous^ht 
there  were  any,  1  would  drop  fome  promlfe  of  Qirift 
to,  and  eoftcerning  them^  that  might  draw  them  to  hini 
alfo,  if  the  Lord  would  put  forth  power  with  it.  How- 
ever it  ia  to  yoH,  Gentiles,  that  I  am  fpeakinj^;  and,  O 
may  1  vehture  to  fay  with  Paul  this  day,  ''  To  me,  who 
*ra  lefs  thah.ttielejift  of  all  faints,  is  this  ^^ace  given,  to 
prt&ch  amoiig  you.  Gentiles,  the  unfearchable  riv^hes  of 
Chrifl!''  T^his  Is  a  part  of  the  myftery  of  godlinefs,  Ghrifl 
preached  to  the  Gemiles,  i  Tim.  iii.  i6.  It  was  a 
myftery  tb  the  Jews ,  and  primitive  Ghrillians,  wheil 
Chrill  was  firft  giveii  by  a  preached  gofpel  to  the  Gen-* 

'  tiles,  A£b  ix.  17,  18.  Why?  the  Gentiles  were  called 
the  uncirctitnfion,  Eph.  ii.  11.;  being  abominable  oat-' 
cafts,  whofi^  entering  into  the  temple,  was  enough  to 
pollute  it :  but  now  the  gofpel  declares,  God  will  jufti- 
fy  the  uncireumfion  by  faith;  The  Getitiles  were  called 
aliens  without  God,  without  Chriftj  without  hope;  aliens 
from  the  common-wealth  of  tfrael,  and  ftfangers  to  the 
covenant  of  proraife,  Eph.  ii.  12.  But  now  the  covenant 
of  promife  is  given  and  exhibited  to  the  people  that  were 
aliens.  Gentiles  were  called  dogs;  *'.It  is  not  meet  td 
take  the  childrens  bread  and  cafl  it  to  dogs^'*  fays  Chrift 
to  the  woman  of  Ganaan,  one  of  the  pollerity,it  feems^  of' 
thefe  accucTed  nations,  that  were  devoted  by  that  word, 

.  ^CSfeo.  IX.  2 J.  "  Curfcd  be  Canaan;"  aud  vtvd^<id  the  Gen- 
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tiles  'and  CATiaftnites,  as  they  were  cont<imned  by  th^ 
Jc.vs,  and  looked  upon  as  dogs  ;  fo  in  comparifon  of 
'tlie  hdiife  of  Ifrael,  wild  were  ft;,  much  bleff,jd,  dignifi^ 
ed,  and  pnvi^ged  of  oldj  Chrift  feerns  here  to  aUo\r 
it,  and  alFjrt  that  they  were  curfed,  that  they  were  dogs* 
But  now  the  tables  are  tiirned,  the  Gentihs  ar«  called  5 
and,  ill  this  woman*  the  Lord  gives  an  inftiince  of  what 
mercy  >ias  in  refcrve  for  thcfv:  dogs  t  and  we  Gentiles 
may  plead  the  fame  privilepre,  at  leafl,  with  that  wo* 
man  of  Canaan,  "Truth,  Lord,  yet  the  do?rs  eat  of  th^ 
cru-mbs  that  fall  from  their  matters  tabte."  The  dooro^ 
Bx::thleheni,  the  hoiife  of  breads  is  operr^  Acis  xiv.  47* 
God  hath  opened  the  door  of  faith  to  the  Gentiles,  evetl 
lo  dO'.;s:  tiie  door  of  the  covenant  is  open,  and  we  dard 
Dot  fliut  the  door  upon  any  dig  in  all  this  hodfe  ;  and 
therefore,  as  we  ufc  to  Aiy,  At  op  -n  doors  dogs  come 
in  :  allow  mc  in  this  homely  comparifon;  for,  as  afl  thd 
Gen-  iles,  fo  all  ihe  w-ickcd  arecalkd  dogs;  Rev.  xxii.  15* 
^  Witho^it  are  doi2:s,  and  forjerers,  and  whoremongers^ 
and  murdi^rers,  and  idolaters."  But  the  door  beinor  open 
to  all  fMrners  by  this  gofpt;!,  you  may  come  to  Chfift  fof 
falvatiotf,  as  freely  as  a  d^3g  uill  come  in  at  an  open 
di)or ;  yea,  m  ')re  fr  ;iely  and  boldly  ;  for  ddgs  many 
times  come  in  u^ict^lied,  and  therefore  we  boat  then! 
out  again  j  but  here  is  both  a  call  to  come,  and  a  pro^ 
mife  of  welcome;  *'  Whofoever  will^  let  him  corhe;  and 
him  that'.cometh,  I  will  itk  no  wife  call  out/'  Well,  J 
fey,  the  Gciitiles  ai*e  called  dogs,  and  if  that  be  a  part  of 
your  name,  man,  woman,  anfwer  to  your  nania,  and  take 
with  your  naiTie,  and  tsfke  the  bleffing  that  is  offered  tcjl 
you  by  najne.  If  you  have  no  better  name  than  that  of  a 
dog,  come  with  that  fame,  arid  fet  it  down  at  the  foof 
of  th<5  cont;*a£l,  by  fubfonbing  your  confent  ^to  have 
Chrilt  to  be  your  covenant  j  and  though  it  be  a  bafd 
iiamc,  he  .will  not  refufe  to  take  iri  your  fubfcriptionv 
in  a  wor^,  the  G^ntiWs  4ire  called  heathens,  Oah  iii*  84 
*'The  fcripture  fjrefeeirrg  that  God-  Woiild  ju-ftify  the 
heathen  thro'  faiithi,  preached  before  thegofp/^l  urito  Abra^ 
ham^  foyrrig.  In  thee  fhall  all  njltions  be  bleffed."  Good 
liews  to  heathens  and  pagans,  fuchas^we  in  our  forefather^' 
were ;  and  this  is  th$  gofoel  indoed^  t\vtLt  ^'^'^  w*tgK5c«.5L 
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to  Abf-aham  long  ago:  '*  Irt  thee  fliall  all  tiations  be 
bleffed  ;"  in  thee,  what  thee  ?  thQiame  thee  that  is  in 
our  text,  which  preacheth  the  lame  gofpel  alfo  ?  **  I  will 
^ive  thee  for  a  covenant  of  the  people}''  even  the  peo- 
ple that  are  called  Grentiles,  and  heathens,  uncircunifion, 
aliens,  and  dogs*  Well^  there  is  the  name  of  the  peo* 
pie  whpfe  covenant  he  is,  they  are  Gentiles. 

^2.)  The  flrhame  ofthe  people  is  Gentiles,  dark  and 
fclind;  Gentiles  bound  and  imprifoned:  arid  fee  if  the 
limame  be  not  yours,  Sirs^  as  well  as  the  name.  There 
i^re  ^fpecidly  two  fimaraes  here  that  the  people  have. 
The  firft  firri^e  is  dark  and  blind;  this  is  imported  in- 
thefe  words,  *'  A  light  to  the  Gentiles,  to  open  blind 
tyes*.^*  Well,  is  this  your  firftame?  Are  you  darknefs 
itfelf  in  the  ebftrad  ^  Are  you  in  the  darknefs  of  igno- 
rance, darknefs  of  errof^  in  the  darknefs  of  corruption, 
in  the  darknefs  of  confufion,  in  the  darknefs  of  defertion, 
in  the  darknefs  of  delufion  ?  0\  here  is  a  brave  cove- 
inant  for  you  to  fign  :  It  is  a  covenant  of  light ;  he  that 
is  the  covenant  of  the  people,  is  the  light  of  the  Gentiles» 
But  all  the  light  in  the  world,  without  fight,  will  be  un- 
comfortable i  and  therefore,  is  another  part  of  your  fir- 
name  blindnefs  as  well  as  darknefs  •?  Have  you  not  only 
fore  eyes,  and  fee  ill,  but  afe  you  blind,  and  fee  none  at 
all  ?  Are  ycVQ  blijid  with  refpeft  to  fin,  and  cannot  fee 
it  in  its  power  and  guilt  ?  Blind  with,  refpefit  to  dvity, 
iand  cannot  fee  wh^t  to  do  ?  Blind  with  refpedl  to  God, 
and  cannot  fee  him  in  his  beauty  and  excellency?  Blind 
with  refpeft  to  Ghrift,  and  cannot  fee  him  in  his  glory, 
fulnefs)  and  righteoufnefs  ?  Blind  with  refpe*^  to  ordi- 
Yiances,  a'nd  cannot  fee  the  power  and  glory  of  God  in 
the  fan£tuary  ?  Blifid  with  refpeft,  to  providence,  and 
cannot  difcern  the  fignSiof  the  times?  Blind  withrefpeft 
to  your  interell  in  Ghrift,  and  cannot  fee  whether  that; 
\)Q  fecured  or  not  ?  Blind  with  refpeQ:  to  yonr  warrant 
to  intermeddle  with  Ghrift  and  his  inftitutions  ? .  Blind 
with  refpeft  to  all  fpiritual  and  eternal  things  ?  Why, 
this  covenant  of  the  people  is  defigned  to  open  the  blind 
^yes :  And  if  darknefs  atnd  blindnefs  be  the  firname  of 
the  people,  for  whofe  benefit  Ghrift  is  the  covenant,  and 
if  that  be  your  firname  alfo^  why  th^u  lUere  isroora  at 
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the  foot  of  tliiu  covenant,  to  fet  clown  your  name  and 
firname  boUi.  Tli  s  covenant- of  the  people  is  a  cove- 
nant of  li:j;ht,  to  the  people  that  are  dark ;  and  a  cove- 
nant of  flglit,  to  the  peopb  that  are  blind*  Let  all  them 
that  find  this  to  be  their  firname,  fubfcribe  to  this  co- 
venant, and  fay^  I  am  one  of  the  dark  people,  and  I 
t:onie  for  li;^ht ;  I  am  one  of  the  blind  'peopfle,  and  t 
Come  for  fl;^ht  r  there  is  my  Untie,  Lord  i  let  it  be  re- 
corded among  the  dark,  blind   people  of  which  Ghrill 

is  the^  covenant. ^-Airain,  the  fecond  firname  of  the 

people,  is  bound  and  imprifoned  t  This  is  imported  in 
thefe  words,  *'  To  brinjr  out  the  pfifonfers  frSm  the  pri- 
fon,and  them  that  fit  iiidarUnefs  out  of  the  prifon-houfe.** 
Now,  whatever  prifon  you  arc  in,  Sirs,  if  your  firname 
be  a  bou^id  prifon,  our  text  fpeaks  to  you*  Are  you 
in  the  prifon  of  fin,'  a  bond-flive  and  a  fervant  unto 
lufls  ?  Are  yod  in  the  prifon  of  Satan,  in  the  devil's 
prifon,  led  captive  by  him  at  his  pleafure  ?  Are  you  in 
the  prifon  of  t!ie  law,  a  debtor  to  do  the  whole  law» 
and  a  debtor  to  bear  the  whole  curfe  of  it  ?  Are  you  in 
the  prifon  of  carnality,  clogp;ed  with  things  of  this 
world  ?  Arc  you  in  the  prifon  of  a  black  league  with 
death,  and  covenant  with  hell  ?  Are  you  in  the  prifon' 
of  a  natural  Hate,  as  a  child  of  difobedien'ce,  and  a 
child  of  wrath  ?  Are  you  in  the  prifon  of  temptations^ 
cither  from  without,  or  within,  filled  with  dreadful  fug- 
geftions,  and  blafphembus  injeftions  ?  Are  you  in  the 
prifon  of  affl:£lion,  either  upon  foul  or  body,  (late  or 
family  ?  Ai^  you  in  the  prifon  of  doubts  and  fears  and 
defpondency,  with  your  foul  caft  down  within  you  ? 
Are  you  in  the  prifon  of  unbelief,  concluded  uiider  it, 
fo  as  you  cannot  for  your,  life  get  an  aft  of  faith  elicite? 
Are  yoli  in  the  prifon  of  wretched  careleffhefs,  unCon- 
ccrnednefs,  and  indifferency,  not  caring  whether  yoa 
be  loofed  and  delivered  out  of  prifon  or  not  ?  Are  yoti 
in  the  prifon  of  Aiheifm,  and  cannot  believe  a  God,  a 
Chrift,  a  heaven,  or  hell  ?  Are  you  in  the  prifon  of 
death,  and  in  bondage  through  fear  of  death  ?  Or,  are 
you  in  the  prifgn  of  fecurity,  fearing  nothing,  but  fleep- 
ing  in  the  arms  of  the  devil  ?  What  l^t\fexv-Vv<5\5!l^  -ax^ 
you  Wj  man  ?  AnAvcr  to  vour  tvamc  \  ^r&oti^x  va.Sisi5&v 
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a  prifon-houlp  that  I  have  named.  Is  the  door  of  the 
prUbn-hcmfe  ^oried  and  barred  th.it  you  cannot  get  out,' 
and  the  iieayy  chains  aud  fetters  of  hell  about  you,  fo . 
as  you  cannot  loofe  them  any  more  than  you  can  un- 
lunge  t!)e  axle-tree  of  the  univerfe  ?  Behold,  this  cove- 
ti=\nt  of  tjie  people  is  a.  covenant  of  liberty  fqr  the  people 
iliat  are  \x\  prilbn.  If  I  have  not  named  the  prifon,  or 
the  chamb^er  of  the  .prifon-houfe  you  are  in,  name  it 
yourfcif,  and  f^v,  I  am  prilbner  in  fuch  a  prifon-houfe  ; 
I  have  bzon  fo  long  aadi'ib  long  in  fuch  a  dark  prifon, 
and  lo,.  1  let  d-own  my  name,  to  wit,  a  bound  prifoner, 
corifcnting  to  be  libviratc  by  the  Son  of  Govl,  and  coa- 
fenting  tliat  he  would  work  the  conlent  him'etf,  and  do 
all  tljat  concerns  my  liberty.  Why,  man,  down  with 
your  name  that  f^me  way ;  and  if  you  be  not  fet  at  li- 
berty la-  God^s  o.wn  time  and  way,  you  will  be  the  firft 
that  ever  gay.e  in  a.  fubfcription,  and  was  not  received  : 
■ftay,.  marked  and  recorded  it  lliall  be  ;  for  the  covenant 
ipeijks  to  you -by  name  and  firname,  faying,  "  Go  foi:tb, 
ye  prifooers  of  hope:  Tiie  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon  me, 
for  he, hath  anointed  me  to  preach  and  proclaim  liberty 
-lo  the  captives/'  This  covenant  of  the  people  then  Is 
drawn  up  already,  and  figned.  See  who  hath  figned  it, 
ver.  8.  "  I  am  the.  Lord,  that  is  my  name  ?"  He  hath 
figned  it 'by  a.  name,  by  which  he  is  known  in  heaven 
and  earth,  even  Jehovah  ;  I  am  Jkhovah,  I  am  the 
Lord,  that  is  my  name.  O  glorious  name  fubfcribing 
this  bond!  That  is. his  name;  what  is  yours?  Why,  Can 
you  fay,  I  am  one  of  the  pepple  they  call  GentileS  ?  I  ' 
am  a  dark,  blind,  bound  prifoiier;  that  is  my  name  and 
firname  both.  Yea,  be  ypur  name  as  vile  and  black  as 
hellvyet  down  with  it  in  capital  letters;  for  the  infinitely 
fair  name  of  the  firft  fubtcriberwillfetit  off;  hisname  will 
.anfwer  far  all  the  4efe£ts  and  deformities  of  yours:  and 
if  you  wait  till  you  be  in  a  better  condition,  and  have 
a  better  name  to  fign  with,  you  will  wait  to  the  day  of 
judgment,  and*  in  the  mean  time  inevitably  perifti  at 
death  ;  and  all  the  money  of  your  terms,  conditions, 
and  good  qualifications,  which-  you  will  bring  as  a  price 
in  your  hands,,  will  perifl^  with  yo«.  Nay,  you  have  no- 
^^J^S  ^^  <io  in  this.cbveiiaut,  buX.blt^GQdv\\^K.bvQu^ 


CHRIST  THE  PEOPLE'S  COVENANT.  197 

it  to  yoar  hind,  and  fign  it  with  your  heart.  Qirift 
hath  a  commiffion  fri»ni  his  Father,  and  we  in  his  naraej 
to  take  iti  the  lubi'cnpfi()ns  of*  all  the  people,  whof^i 
name  and  firname  1  have  mentioned  5  and  I  hope  I  havd 
not  niiflkd  any  one  hcr^. — T.uis  you  lee  who  the  peo- 
ple are,  for  who'e  b  n^lii  he  is  ihe  covenant ;  and  that 
he  is  well  defi^ncd  the  cove:: ant  of  the  people,  feeinjj  all 
the  people  here  nanic.l  have  a  right  of  accefs  to  the  co- 
venant, a  warrant  to  leal  and  lubfcribe  to  it ;  and  all 
the  p'jople,  that  are  fuhlcribers,  have  a  rij^ht  of  poffcffii 
pn  to  tue  whole  ^;ood  of  the  covenant,  and  10  the  leal 
thereof,  the  iacrament  ot  the  fuppcr. 

IV.  The  Fourth  thinpf  propofed,  was  to  ihew,  -By 
whofe  authority,  orby  what  auihority,  Chrift  is  the  GOi 
venant  of  the  jxjople;  and  fo  to  bint  at  his  diviiie  ordi^ 
nation  to  this  bulinefs,  in  thefe  words,  "  I  will  giViA 
thee."  W.iere  you  have,  i.  The  jjlorious  pcrfon  or^aiii-. 
ing,  I.  2.  The  glorious  perfon  ordained,  thef.  3.  Thd 
gracious  manner  of  the  ordination,  civi:.  4.  Tiiegraci* 
ous  motive  and  ground,^  "  I  will  give  thee.''  A  ihoit 
\rord  to  each  of  ihefe. 

ill,  The  glorious  perfon  ordaining  Cihrift  to  this  work, 
*'I  will  give  thee;''  Vv^hat  I?  I  the  Lord,  I  Jkhovah,  I 
the  firit  perfon  of  the  glorious  Trinity.  God  the  Father 
liere  is  tlie  firll  grand. party  of  the  covenant ;  yea,  her^ 
is  God  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  effeniially 
confidered,  contracting  with  the  Son,  and  ordaining  hinii 
perlonally  confidered,  to  this  work.  Now,  this  glorious 
perfon  ordaining  Ghrill  td  this  work  in>ports, 

I.  The  will  of  God  and  the  Father,  that  Chrift^  thd 
fecond  perfon,  ffiould  come  and  bear  the  Whole  weight  ^ 
of  the  covenants :  Hence  Chrid  tells  us;  **  He  bad  com^ 
inandment  from  the  Father,  and  that  he  Came  to  do  his 
will,?'  John  vi,  37,  38,  39.  God  the  Fatl>er,  Son,  and 
Holy  GhoH,  by  an  unanimous  counfel,  ordained  and  ap- 
pointed the  Son  to  come  in  his  6wn  perfoti-upon  the  er- 
rand of  man's  redemptibn";  and  God  the  Father  being  the 
•  firll  in  the  Qrdcr  of  fubfillency>  and  fo  the  firll  in  opera- 
tion  AD  EXTRA,  therefore- the  giving  is  primarily  afcrib- 
cd  unto  him,       .     -•    ,     -i  -  s^ 

-  1^  i  -Vv^V^ 
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2.  His  bein^j  the  perfon  ordaining,  imports -the  divine 
authority  of  Cfhrift's  comniiffioti,  in  that  he  is  given  of 
th^  Fs^ther,  and  c^me  from  the  Father,  John  xvi.  28. 
and  xyii;  8. ;  wher<i  Ghrill  commends  tnat  taiih  .whicU 
believes  his  diving  miSxon,  his  divine  ordinatipn  to  this* 
mediatory  work. 

3.  His  being  ordained  of  God,  imports,  God's  con- 
fidence iq  hin^,  as  being  bath  able  for,  ar.d  faithful  to 
perform  thfe  whple  work  that  he  gave  him  10  do.  Hq 
was  confident  that  h6  woviid  be  a  faithful  and  rigiUeou^ 
ferv2^nt ;  **  By  his  knowledge  iha!l  my  rignteous  fervant 
jullify  many.  This,  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  Vvhom  J  an^ 
well-pleafeq." 

4.  His  being  the  perfon  ordair.ing,  imports,  the  Fa- 
ther's jsealo.us  concern  for  the  redemption  and  ialvation 
of  men  ;.  *'God  fo  loved  the  worlj,  that  he  gave  hisonr 
ly  begotten  Son  :  J  will  give  thee."  His  hand  is  firil  at 
the  hleffed  bargain,  fiibfcribing  this  covenant ;  {hewing, 
that  he  v/ill  do  the  whole  work  of  the  covenant  by  him-  - 
felf,  and  by  his  Son  Jefus  Ghrill;  and  will  get  the  whole 
glory  of  it:  and  hence  the  (train  in  \vhich  he.fubfcribes, 
ver.  8.  ''  I  am  the  Lord,  that  is  ray  name,  and  my  glo.7 
^y  will  I  not  give  to  another."  He  will  let  none  Ihare 
pf  any  pf  the  glory  of  it  buthinifelf,  either  in  the  con- 
trivement,  commencement,  adv  bucementj  or  the  com-; 
pletement  thereof. 

2dly,  The  gloriaus  perfon  ordained^  in  the  pronoiu^ 
TUEE,  namely,  Ghrill  the.  fecond  perfon  of  the  glorious 
Trinity,  and  the  other  part  of  the  covenant ;  "  I  will 
give  THEE.'-'  And  Ghrift  being  the  perfon  here  ordainedj^ 
imports, 

1.  His  having  cordially  aflented  and  agreed  to  thct 
bargain;  God  would  not  have  given  him,  if  he  had  not; 
ponfented:  bqt  as  he  and  his  Father  are  one,  fo  there  is 
bnt  one  will  betwixt  them  j  and  his  confent  is  recorded 
among  the  decrees  of  heaven;  *'  In  the  volume  pf  thy 
book  it  is  written  of  me,  Lo,  I  come." 

2.  His  being  the  perfon  ordained,  imports,  theinfuf- 
ficiency  of  all  others  for  the  work  pJF  man's  redemption;; 
f^  Him  hath  God  the  Father  fealed:  Sacrifice  and  oficr- 

Jpjf  thga  wouldiX  not,  a  body  hail  ihou  ^iven  me."  The* 
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men  and  angels  bad  put  their  flioulders  to  this  work,  it 
would  never  have  been  done  ;  for  the  redemption  of  the 
foul  is  precious,  and  ceafetli  for  ever,  as  to  the  creature. 
He  alone  is  the  Mefliah,  chofen,  conlUtuted,  promifed, 
•typified,  to  wham  all  the  prophets  gave  witnefs,  and 
we  are  not  to  loqk  for  another:  infufficiency  is  ingraven 
and  (lamped  upon  all  others. 

3.  His  being  the  Perfon  ordained,  imports,  the  a1on6 
fufficiency  of  this  glprious  Perfon  for  this  glorious  wdrk. 
O  the  glorious  excellency  of  this  Perfon  here  given ! 
and,  O  the  glorious  fufEqiency  of  this  Perfon  !  "  I  will  -  . 
give  thee.  I  have  laid  help  upon  Que  that  is  mighty:'* 
this  is  he  that  is  glorious. in  his  ap}')arel,  travelling  in  the 
greatnefs  of  his  llrength,  mighty  to  fave;  tliis  is  he  that 
comes  from  Edom,  with  dyed  garments  from  Bozrah; 
who  trode  the  wine-prefs.  of  his  Father's  wrath  alone, 
and  of  the  people  there  was  none  with  hii^.. 

4.  His  being  the  Perfon  ordained  of  the  Father,  im- 
ports, the  unparallelled  love  both  of  him  that  gave,  and 
of  him  that  is  given;  both  of  theordainer  and  ordained: 
*'  Herein  is  love,  not  that  we  loved  God,  but  that  he 
loved  us,  and  gave  his  Son  to  be  a  propitiation  lor  our 
fms,"  I  John  iv.  10.  And  herein  is  loyii,  that  Chrill 
fo  chcarfully  uiadertopk  this,  work  ;  He  rejoiced  in  the 
habitable  parts  of  the  earth,  an4  his  delights  were  with 
the  fons  or  men,  Prov.  viii.  31.  Here  are  both  the  par- 
ties of  the  covenant,  Gpd  and  Ghrid;.  that  glorious  I, 
and  th^t  glorious  thee  ;  "  I  will  give  thee  s'*  two  won- 
f^Jerful  Covenanters.  Qod  forefeeing  from  eternity  that 
nnankind  would  be  ruined,  by  violating  the  covenant  be- 
twixt God  and  man,  fet  on  foot  abetter  projeft,  even 
an  inviokble  covenant  betwixt  God  and  Chriil:  two 
unchangeable  parties,  mutually  engaging^  fon  the  relief.  ' 
and  recovery  of  the  loft  finner;.  and  Cbritt  bearing  fuch 

a  part  of  the  work,  as  to  get  tlje-  name  of  the  whole ; 
♦.*  I  will  give  thecL  for.  a  covenant  of  the  people." 

3dly,  The  glorious  manner  of  this  ordination,  is.im-. 
ported  in  the  \yord  give;  *>  Lwiil  give  thee.  A  man's 
gift  makes  room  for  him,  fays  Solomon,  and  give  him 
place  among  great  men,'^Prov.xviii.  16.  Men  areelteem- 
€d,  aiid  relpeQ:ed  for  the  valuablenefe  oi  \\\^  ^^Vc.  '<v\\C\\i^. 
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nefits  they  give;  how  much  more  fhoiild  God's  gift 
make  room  fqr  him  !  Ghrift  is  God's  gift ;  •"'  I  wiii  give 
ti:iee  fof  a  covenant  of  the  people.''  And  this  givmg  of 
Chrift  implies  .fevera}  things  w|iich  cannot  concern  thq 
inanner  of  his  ordination,- to  be  a  covenant  ol  the  peor 
pie. 

^  I.  In  general,  and  negatively,  Gpd^s  giving  of  Chrift 
floes  not  imply,,  ths^t  lie  was  Vaout  to  alienate  Jiis  own 
yight  to  Ghriit  from  hiqifelf  to  us  ;  no,  he  is  itill  his' 
only  begotten  Sou  :  when  we  givt  a  thing  to  another, 
we  aiienate  our  own  right  to  it ;  but  it  is  not  lo  here  : 
what  Gbd  gives,  we  rnay  have  the  bentlii  and  ule  of  it, 
but  Gocl  llill  keeps  a  right  over  us  and  it  :  hence  lays 
the  apojlle,  ^'  All  things  are  yours,  for  ye  are  Chriii's, 
^nd  Ghrift  is.God's.^'     But, 

a,.  More  particularly,  and  pofitively^  God's  giving  of 
.ChriTl  for  a  covenant  to  the  people,  iiriplits, 

(i.)  Hiseternz^l  deftination  by  the  Father /or  this  cnd^ 
to  be  the  covenant  of  the  people,  before  the  peopje  had 
SI  being;  they  were  not  fo  much  as  conlulted  in  the  niat- 
ter,  when  the  contraft  was  ligned  in  the  ^ounl'el  of  peace 
betwixt  tHe  Father  and  the  Son  ;  and  we  have  r^o  rea-  . 
fon  to  complain  of  injury  done  us  here,  for  we  have  no- 
thing to  contract  on  our  part  :  the  breach  of  the  firit 
covenan^j  left  us  worfe  than  nothing;  for  the  firll  Adam 
Jeft  us  with  a  burden  of  debt,  f\  burden  pf  poverty  and, 
want;  yea^  a  burden  of  curfes  froai  the  fiery  law  :  ^nd 
^11  that  we  can  do,  is  to  increafe  the  debt,  iwllead  of  be-, 
ing  able  to  pay  it  off.  Now,  I  fay,  God's  giving  him, 
includes  his  internal  deftination  by  the  Father  for  this 
nuediatorial  work,  without  our  having  any  hand  in  xty^ 
pr  knowledge  pf  it,  or  any  obligation  lying  upon  God 
fo  to  do  as  he  did,  in  the  eternal  tranfafition  with  hia 
^on  concerning  the  people,  whomhe  defigned  to  fave. 
There  was  no  obligation  lying  upon  Chrift,  to  come  \i\ 
pur  fte^d,'  to  be  our  Surety,  to  take  our  guilt,  and  pay 
pur  debt,  previous  to  his  own  confent;  nor  any  obliga- 
tion upon  Gbd  to  accept  of  a  Surety,  inftead  of  the  prin- 
cipal  debtor:  therefore,  God's  giving  of  Chrift,  muft 
imply  a  tranfaftion,  wherein  the  Son  confented  to  be 
fife  covenant,  to  he  the  M^^dicvlor^  to.l^ka  our  guilt  up^ 
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On  him  ;  and  the  Father  con fented- to  fend  hira,  and  ao- 
cept  of  his  furety/hip  for  loft  fmners. 

(i.)  God's  giving  of  Chrill,  implies  his  aftua!  qualu 
fying,  and  fending  him  to  accompliih  that  which  was' 
contrived  from,  eternity.  How  he.  called  arid  qualified 
him,  you  fee  in  the  preceeding  verfe ;  he  called  hira  in 
rigliteoufnefs,  and  qualified  him  with  a  fuptreminent 
unflion  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  ;  *'  I  will  pat  my  Spirit  iipoq 
him,  and  he  fliall  bring  forth  judgment  to  the  Gentiles." 
Accordingly  he  received  tlic  Spirit  above  the  meafure.'. 
How?  he  lent  him,  you  fee  in  feveral  places  of  fcripture; 
be  gave 'him  a  body,  a  true  body,  and  a  reafonable  foul; 
and  then  he  g.:ve  him  to  t|}e  dtath  in  the  fulnei's  of  time; 
for,  *'  It  pleafed  the  Lord  to  bruife  him  :"  Jufiice 
awakened  againll  him;  "  Awake,  O  fvvord,  agaiuil  my 
Shepherd, — .fmite  the  Shepherd."  He  was  put  in  the 
wine-prefs  of  divine  vengeance,  and  bruil'ed  there:  he 
was  riot  only  bruifed  hi  his  nnme,  being  called  4  mad* 
man  and  a  devil ;  not  only  bririfed  in  his  eftate,  while 
the  foxe,s  had  holes,  ^nd  the  birds  of  the  ait  had  nefts, 
but  the  Son  of  matn  had  no  where  to  lay  his  head";  nei- 
ther was  he  bruifed  in  his  body  only,  while  they  picrrced 
his  hands  and  his  fc-et ;  but  bruifed  in  his  foul,  till  it  was 
Exceeding  forrowful,  even  unto  death,  and  till  the  a- 
gonies  of  his  foul  prefled  the  blood  out  of  hrs  body,  even 
gres^t  drops  of  blood  :  no  wonder,  for  he  was  piunged  in 
the  ocean  of  God*s  wrath,  and  fuffcred  all  the  hell  that 
was  due  to  fin:  fin  being  imputed  to  him  as  the  cov-enant 
of  the  people,  juftice  did  not  fparc  him;  -Rom.  viii.  32* 
*'  He  fpared  not  his  owp  SoHj^  but  gave  him  to  the  death 
for  us  alL'*  .  '      ,     * 

(3.)  God*3  giving  of  Chrift  implies,  that  the  manner 
of  his  ordination  of  this  work,  was  every- way  free  and 
gratuitous :  ^at  freer  than  a  gift  ?  God  gives  Chritt-  for 
2l-covenant  ef  the  people,  without  regard  to  any  mo^ 
tive,  merit,  or  folicitatton  of  the  people ;  yea,  and  1x1 
cppofuion" thereto.  This  gift  is  free,  in  oppofition  to 
merit,  either  of  condignity  or.  congruity.  If  we  be  fof 
merit  of  our  own,  we  muft  be  for  hell,*  for  that  is  all 
that  we  merit ;  if  wretchednefs,  mifery,  and  a  mafs  of 
COHvufian  and  enmity,  be-  accautixeA  ih\^rv\.«>  ^^rwv  hi^ 
ffAy  hy  chin}  to  it,  but  no  other  wife.     TYu^  ^xlCx^^w^-* 
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ID  oppofition  to  conftraint,  force,  or  neceffity :  .  God 
bad  nothing  from  witbout  to  conilrain  him  to  contrive 
the  redemption  of  man,  or  to  give  Gbriii  for  that  end ; 
though  all  mankind  fliould  have  been  for  ever  drowned 
in  the  flood  of  his  wr^th,  God  h^d  remained  as  he  was, 
as  happy  as  ever;  no  force  Was  upon  him  to  contrive 
a  remedy  for  man.  This  gift  is  free,  in  oppofition  to 
cJebt ;  God  owed  us  nothing  but  wrath  ;  but  we  owe 
many  millions  of  talents  to  his  infinit;e  juftice/  In  a^ 
^ord,  it  is  free,  in  oppofition  to  all  motives  from  with- 
out God'  hinifelf. '  T'^i^^^  was  nothing  about  us,  to 
jnove  \}itx\  to  pity  us,  ten  thoufand  things  to  move  him 
tp  deftroy  us.  Upoq  what  condition  in  us  could  God 
be  moved  to  give  his  Chrift  to  us;  feeing  our  bell  con- 
dition, before  he  gave  him  in  poffefTion  to  us,  is  a  con- 
dition of  fin  ^nd  piiferjr,  deatji  and  thraldom  ?  But 
then  again, 

(4.)  God's  giving  of  Chrift  for  a  covenant  of  the 
people,  his  giving  him  thus*,  \  fay,  implies  a  right  and 
title  that  the  people  have  to  receive  him.  God's  giving  ^ 
Chrift,  is  the  foi^ndation  of  pur  title  to  receive  him  : 
f;^ith,  which  is  the  only  actual  acceptance  of  the  gift,  is. 
the  mean  of  putting  usi  in  poffeffion ;  but  it  wbuld  be. 
the  height  of  prefumption,  thus  to  take  and  receive,  if 
there  were  no  giving;  John  iii.  27.  *'  No  man  receiveth 
any  thing,  except  it  be  given  him  from  heaven/'  As  this, 
receiving  then  fuppofes  a  giving  of  Chrift,  prior  to  the. 
receiving,  fo  this  giving  of  Chrift  for  a  covenant  of  the 
people,  implies  the  people's  right,  and  title,  and  warranty 
^o  receive  him.     There  is  a  two-fold  giving'  of  Chrift: 

1.  A  giving  of  Chrift  in  point  of  aftual  pofllffioh  ; 
and  thus  he  is  given  to  the  ele£t  foul  in  the  day  of  be- 
Jieving;  and  this  giving  is  the  foundation  of  his  title  tO; 
all  things  in  and  through  him  :  for,  "  Hqwv  will  he  not 
with  him  freely  give  us  all  things?"  Rom.  viii.  32.  And 
till  a  man  have  an  intereft  in  Chrift  thus»  he  hath  no., 
faving  right  to  any  thing,  no  right  tp  a  communion-table; 
nay,  no  covenant-right  to  the  food  of  his  common- table. 

2.  There  is  a  giving  of  Chrift  in  point  of  exhibitioa 
und  gofpel-ofFer ;  and  thus  he  is  given  to  the  whole  vi-. 
jjy^  cl^archjf  in  th^  difpenfation  of  the  word ;  and  this^_ 
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giving   is  a'  foundatibn  of  our  title  to  receive  Chrift, 

and  our  claim  of  right  to  take  this  gift   out  of  the  hand 

of  the  Giver.     A  right  of  p^^ircifion  none  have,  till  they 

believe,'  and  take  the  gift  that  is  offered;  but  a  right  of 

accefs  and  warraijt  to.  believe,  all  have,  whether  they 

believe   or  not,  or  whether  they  take   this   gift  out  of 

God's  hands  or  not.     That   Chrill   is  God's   gift  to  a' 

whole  yilible^church  in  this  fenf?,  is  a  great  privilege, 

whatever  the  world  think  or  fay   about  it,  and   it  is  a 

part  of  my  errand  this  day,  to  tell   you  of  it :  if  it  be 

difgMilinj^dodtrinc  to  any,  and   will   not   po  down,  we 

Caimqt  help  it ;  it  ib  liible-uoArine,  and  gofpeUdoclrine, 

and  therefore  we  mull  preach  it  in  his  name,  who  com- 

fnands  us  to  preach  the  gofpel  to  pvery  creature.     But, 

I  think,  it  fhoulcl  be  welcome  doftrine  to  all  that  hear 

rne.  That  Chrill  is  given  to  all  the  people  in  this  houfe, 

in  the  fame  n^anaer  that  the  manna  was  given  to  all 

the  people  of  old,  John  vi.  32.;  where  Ghrift  fpeaking    . 

to  all  the  pron^ifcupus  multitude,  and   making  a  com- 

parifon  betwixt  himfelfi  and  the  manna  that  fell  about 

the  tciits  of  Ifrael  in  the  wildern^fs,  fays,  "  My  Father 

giveth  you  the  triie  bread  from   heaven  :"    where  the 

revelation  and  offer  of  Chrill  is  declared  to  be  a  giving 

pf  him,  before  ever  he  be  received  or  believed  on.    It  is 

fuch  a  gift  ^nd  gr^nt^  as  warrants  a  man  tobelieve^  and 

receive  th^  gift ;  for  this  en^  is  i^e  given  to  a  .perilhing 

world  ;  '*  Gocl  fo  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only 

begotten  Son,*  th^t  wl^ofoever  believeth  on  him,  might 

not  periih,   but  have  everl^fting  life.'*     As  the  brazei^ 

ferpent  was  given  for  a  common-good  to  the  whole 

camp  of  Jfrael,  ths^t  whofoev^er  in  all  the  camp,  being 

Hung  with  the  fiery- ferpents  looked  thereto,  might  not 

die,  but  live;  even  fp  is  Chrill  giveii  as  a  common  good 

to  poor  flung  finners,  that  looking  to  him  they  may  be 

faved.     Ghrift  is  given  to  all,  in  the  difpenfation  of  this 

gofpel.     And,  O  it  fliould  be  glad  tidings  of  great  joy  to 

all  people,That  to  us  a  child  is  bom, to  us  a  Son  is  given^ 

whofe  name  is  Wonderful.     This  giving,  in  a  general 

^nd  definite  manner,  to  all,  in  tlie  gofpel- offer,  may  bf, 

and  is,  for  the  moft  part,  where  there  is  no  receiving: 

[)Ut  there  pan  be  no  receiving  of  Ovrvft.  Iw  ^An^xnss^^^ 
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ivhere  there  is  not  this  giving;  for,  *'  A  man  can  receivo 
nothing  except  it  be  given."     This  giving  then,  implies 
a  right,  and  title,  and  warrant  to  receive :  he  is  alio  giv- 
en to  you,  that  all  that  pleafe  the  bargain,  have  warrant^ 
to  take  poffcffion.     He  is  your  own  already,  man,  wo* 
man,  in  the  former  lenfe,  whether  you  take  him  or  not; 
as  he  faid  to  the  Jews,  "  He  came  to  his  own,  and  his 
own  received  him  not."     But  faith's  in^provement  of 
this  gift  and  grant^among  your  hands,  would  make  him 
your  own,    in  a  peculiar  lenfe,   by   actual  poffeffion.— * 
Thus  we  have  the  manner  of  his  ordination,  to  be  the 
covenant  of  the  people  ;  it  is  even  by  a  free  and  gracious. 
'  donation.     The  next  thing  here  was, 
<        4thly,  The  gracious  motive,   ground,   and  reaf.^n  of 
this  divine  ordination,   which  is  jufl'  the  divine  Willi 
♦'I  WILL  give."  This  verb  mutt  neceifarily  be  borrowed 
from  the  former  claufe,  "  I  will  hold  thine  hand,  and 
give  thee  for  a  covenant  of  the  people. ^''    I  will  give; 
Ofovereign  reafon!  No  gift  in  the  world  fo  free  asChrill; 
when  men  beftow  gifts  upon  one  another,  there  is.  foniQ. 
impulfive  caufc  that  excites  them  to  it,  drawn  froni  theif 
relation  to,  or  intereft  in  one  another;  drawn  from  fer- 
-  vices  and  favours  received,  or  expedled  from  each  other  5 
but  no  fuch  impulfive  caufe  here ;  we  have  nd  relation 
to  God,  but  as  his  enemies;  we  can  do  hifn  no  fervice, 
but  fin  againft  him;    therefore  can  merit  nothing  from 
him,  but  his  curfe.     His  reafon  of  doing,  then,;  m,uft  be 
his  own  fovereign  will.     Men  may  rack  their  wit^  and 
difpute  about  the  reafon  of  God's  atlions;  but  there 
would  be  more. calm  reafoning  in  the  world,   about 
gofpel-truths,  if  all  our  reafonings  did  flrike  fail  to  the 
fovereignty  of  free-grace,  and  ftoop  to  that :    he  will, 
becau!e  he  will;  "  I  will  give  thee."     I  think  this  will 
imports,  i.  A  confent  and  agreement:    the"  counfel  of 
peace  is  concluded,   parties  are  both  agreed;  I  will* 
^.  A  complacency  and  fatisfa£tiot>:  God  is  well-pleafed 
with  this  device  of  his  own  infinite  wifdom  ;  well-pleafed 
with  the  ranfom  and  Ranfomer;  **  This  is  my  beloved 
Son,  in  whom  I  am  well-pleafed:"  I  takepleafure  in  giv* 
ing  him  to  be  a  covenant  of  the  people;  I  will.  3. 1  think 
j^ imports  authority:  ftiprcme  auxVvonvj  o£  tl\«  etemM 
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Godhead,  three  in  one,  is  interpofed  in  this  matter,  for 
ordaining  Chriil  to  this  work;  I  will.  And,  4.  I  think  ic 
imports  an  exprefs  command,  "I  will  give  thee;"  and  of 
tliis  coipmand  Chrift  lj>eak9,  when  he  lays,  ''  This  cora« 
maudmeut  have  I  received  of  my  Father,  to  lay  down  my 
life  for  my  iht;ep:"  And  when  he  fays,  "  Lo,  I  come 
to  do  thy  will;  by  the  which  will  we  are  fanftified  thro' 
the  offering  o£  the  body  of  Jefus  Glirill  once  for  all,'* 
Heb.  X.  10.'  In  a  word,  i^  imports,  That  the  fovereiga 
will  of  Jehovah  is  the  reafon  of  alL  ^  And  this  may 
lead  u3  to,  and  fliall  make  me  the  more  brief  upon, 

.  V.  The  fifth  thing  propofed,  namely,  the  reafons  of 
the  doftrine;  why  is  Chriil  given  for  a  covenant  of  the 
people?  And  here  I  might  Ihew,  i.  Why  he  is  given* 
2.  Why  given  for  a  covenant.  3.  Why  given  for  a 
covenant  of  the  people,  of  iht  Gentiles. 

I.  Wliy  is  he  given,  or  exhibit  by  way  of  gift?  Why, 
the  grand  reafon  is  told  already,  ^ven  his  fovercign  wilU 
Chriil,  the  great  ordinance  of  God  for  man's  recovery, 
is  difpenfed  freely,=  by  a  gratuitous  gift,  that  falvatioa 
may  be  by  grace,  and  that  free  grace  maj^  get  the  wholQ 
glory  of  it,  from  the  foundation  to  the  cope-flone,  with 
Ihoutings  of  grace,  grace  unto  it.  The  giving  of  Chriil 
to  all,  in.  the  gofpel-off^ir,  is  from  fovereign  grace,  and 
muil  be  abfolutely  free  and  unconditional ;  for  what  ia 
all  the  world  is  the  condition  of  the  offer?  If  men  be  m 
a  finful  condition,  in  a  miferable. condition,  in  a  loft' 
condiiion,  that  is  all  the  condition  and  qualification, 
that  I  know  neceffary  for  making  an  offer  of  Chriil  as 
a  Saviour  to  them.  If  any  clog  the  gofpel-off^r  v^ith 
legal  terms  and  conditions,  they  encroach  upon  the  war*- 
rant  minifters  have  to  offer  Chriil  ta  all,  and  the  war- 
rant that  all  have  to  receive  him  ;  yea,  they  encroach 
upon  fovereign  grace,  which  hath  made  this  grant  ajid 
offer  of  Chriil,  not  to  devils,  but  to:men  in  the  mofl  ex^ 
tenfive  terms:  *'  To  you,  O  men,  do  I  call,  and  my  voijce 
is  to  the  fons.  of  men."— 'Again,  the  giving  of  Chrift  to 
fome^.iu  aiSl-ual  pofleiEon,  is  from  fovereign  grace  alfo^ 
foi:,  though  none  can  be  poffeffed  of  Chriil  and  his  bq*. 
m&ts,  x}il  bx  faifh  they  receive  him  v  1^^  ^V^^  .^^^^\N^ 
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receive,  is  given,  as  well  as  the  gift  received  by  it ; 
Eph.  ii.  8.  "  By  grace  ye  are  faved,  through  faith,  and 
that  not  of  yourfelves,  it  is  the  gift  of  God.*^  It  is  gi- 
ven, by  virtue  of  an  abfdlute  promife  of  the  covenant ; 
fuch  as  that,  "  Thy  people  Ihall  be  willing  iii  the  day  of 
thy  po\ver;*'  and  fo,  the  hand  to  take  the  giftj  beitig  it- 
felf  given  out  of  the  covenant,  the  covenant  takes  hold 
of  the  man,  before  the  man  takes  hold  of  the  covenant; 
But, 

2.  Why  IS  Chrifl  given  for  a  covenant  ?  1  offer  you 
only  drie  great  reafon  of  it :  he  is  given  for  a  covenant,' 
\that  God  might  have  more  j^lory  out  of  the  covenant  of 
works,  by  the  fecond  Adam's  fulfilling  of  it,  tlian'  he 
loft  by  the  firft  Adam's  breach  and  violation  of  it.  Ths 
Ifiw  of  eternal  life  and  death  was  irreverfibly  ftated  only 
by  the  covenant  of  works  ;  and  though  we  be  changed^ 
yet  the  covenant  of  works  is  unchangeable.  Aod  as  by 
virtue  of  the^ftabillty  of  it,  all  the  Chriftlefs  world  are 
condemned,  curfed,  and  die  eternally;  foj  by  virtuci  ^ 
of  its  bsing  perfe6lly  fulfilled  by  Ghrift,  ill  whom  only 
it  is  eftabliftied,  all  that  are  in  him,  are  freed  from  con- 
demnation, aiiti  live  eternally.  What  is  the  covenant 
of  grace  ?  I  may  fay,  it  is  Chrift's  fulfilling,  for  us,  the 
covenant  of  works.  We  were  debtors  to  the  mandate* 
ry  and  minatory  part  of  the  law,  afraigned  at  the  in- 
ftance  of  divine  juftice,  to  pay  the  debt  J  Chfift  fubfti* 
tuted  htmfelfin  our  room,  came  under  the  law,  to  pay 
the  whole  debt  due  thereunto;  and  now,  God  gets  more 
jjlory  by  his  doing  fo,  than  he  loft  by  our  fins.  Hereih 
he  glorified  his  fovereign  Majefty,  whofe  authority  was 
fo  hainouily  violated  by  fuch  a  bafe  creature  as  man  is, 
in  that  he  received  him  not  into  his  favour,  without  a  be* 
coming  reparation,  made  to  his  honour,  by  the  interven* 
tion  of  a  perfefit  obedience,  and  full  fatisfadlion.  Herein 
he  glorified  his  infinite  wifdonl,  in  finding  out  a  man  to 
reconcile  juftice  and  mercy  ;  to  punifti  the  fin,  and  yet 
to  pardon  the  finner ;  to  take  vengeance  on  fin,  to  the 
very  uttermoft,  and  yet,  to  magnify  his  mercy,  while 
the  finner  is  juftified,  accepted  and  faved,  without  his  own 
fuffering.  This  is  that,  Polutoikilos  Sophia  touTheou^ 
^  The  manifold  wifdom  of  Goi."*     H^mtv  Vt^  ^lorl- 
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fied  his  free  love,  goodneis,'  and  pity,  in  fubjefting  h\i 
life  to  fuch  a  death,  and  his  glory  to  fuch  a.flianie,  and 
all  to  purchafc  fuch  vile  and  worthlefs  creatures  as  we 
are,  and  to  redeem  us  from  eternal  woe  and  mifery:  as 
alfo,  his  almighty  power  is  here  glorified,  in  fupporting 
the  human  nature  of  Ghrill  under  the  vaft  load  of  di- 
vine wrath,  and  law-curfes. — Herein  he  glorified  his  ho- 
linefs  gnd  faithfulnefs,  'in  fulfilling  not  only  the  promife. 
of  the  la\v,  as  a  covenant  of  works,  even  the  proraife  of 
eternal  life,  made  to  perfedl  obedience ;  which,  though 
we  forfeited  in  our  own  perfons,  yet  we  recover  in 
Chrift ;  the  condition  of  life  in  the  covenant  of  works, 
being  perfedl  obedience  perfonal,  and  tlie  condition  of 
life  here  being  perfect  obedience  and  imputed  ;  and  fo 
the  promife  of  life,  upon  the  ground  of  a  perfect  obedi- 
ence fulfilled  to  us  in  him  :  but  alfo  divine  faithfulnefs 
is  glorified,  in  fulfilling  all  the  threatenings  of  jhe  law, 
while  we,  who  come  under  the  fentence  of  death  in  the 
firft  Adam,  undergo  that  death  in  thefecond  Adafti.— • 
In  a  word,  herein  he  glorifies  his  juftice  arid  righteouf- 
nefs,  in  the  remiflion  of  firts,  through  the  propitiatioil 
of  Chrift;  Rom.  iii,  25.  "  Whom  God  hath  fet  forth  to 
be  the  propitiation,  through  faith  in  his  blood,  to  declare 
his  righteoufnefs  for  the  remiflion  of  fins  that  are  paft, 
thr9ugh  the  forbearance  of  God."  Herein  is  vindiQ;iv<* 
juftice  difplayed,  in  its  greateft  feverity,  in  Chrift's  be* 
ing  the  facrifice  and  propitiation :  and  here  is  retributive 
juftice  illuftrioufly  declared,  in  the  finner's  being  re- 
warded, juftified,  faved,  upon  the  blood  and  facrificej 
the  obedience  and  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift ;  yea,  all  th« 
perfefilions  of  the  great  God  ftiine  glorioufly  in  the  face 
of  Chrift,  as  in  a  beautiful  and  bright  conftellatibn, 
2  Cor.  iv.  6.  And  for  this  reafon  he  gave  •  him  for  k 
covenant. 

3.  Why  is  he  given  for  a  covenant  of  the  people,  of 
the  Gentiles  ?  Why,  not  only  toftiew  his  difpleafure  at 
the  unbelief  of  the  Jews,  as  we  fee,  Afts  iii,  46,  47; 
Rom.  xi.  II.  19,  20. ;  but  alfo  to  fhew  his  fovereignty; 
That  he  will  have  mercy,  on  whom  he  will  have  mercy; 
^lid  to  fhew  his  truth,  in  fulfilling  the  ancient  prophecy 
concerning  the  calling  of  the  GeiiU\e»%    \\\^  \s>tk^iSv^^:A 
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God  proipifed  t6  Noah,  faying^  *'  God  Ihall'cnlarge  Ja* 
phet,  aixl  be  fliall  dwell  in  the  tents  of  Shem,"  Gen*  ix* 
zj.  Now  of  Japbet  came  the  Gentiles,  Gen.  xiu  5. ; 
gnd-of  Shem  c^nie  the  Jews.  By  the  poflerity  of  Japhet 
were. the  ifles  of  the  .Gentiles  divided.  The  ifles  were  ib- 
lemaly  hy  lot  divided  among  them,  (and.  probably  thii 
ifk  of  Britaio  aniOQg  the  reft  ;)  fo  that  as  Japhet'sdweU 
ling  in  the  tents  of  Shem,  is'  a  clear  prediflion^af  the 
cottverfion  of  the  Gentiles,  and  their  fuccceding  to  th« 
Jews  in  their  church- pfivilegcs*;  fo  this  dire£ls  Us  to 
underftand  the  proraife  in  the  context,  "  The  illes  fliall 
wait  for  his  law."  He  is  given  for  a  covenant  of  tht 
people,,^  light  of  tlie  Gentiles.  In  d  word,,  he  is  grvea 
for  a  covenant  of  the  people,  to  fllow  tJ^  extent  and  all* 
fufficiettcy  of  his  grace,  and  the  intrinfic.  value  of  hia 
blood.  Suppofe  a  prince  were.fetting  up  a  fanftuary,  or 
city  of  reftige,  the  privileges  whereof  are  not  reftridled 
to  any  iort  of  men,  but.  extended  to*  all.  Gentiles  as  well 
as- Jews}  would. not  this  declare,,  that  the  privileges  of* 
the  place  are  full  and  aniple^  fo  as  whofoe\^ef  comes  td 
this  fan<auary,  might  be  fafe?  Here  alio,  in  like  manner* 
the  fujSicieTicy  of  the  merit  of  Chrrft,  and  die  fulnefs  of 
his  righteoufnefs'  is  declared,  infomuch  that  none  can, 
yrith  any  fliadow  of  reafon,  exclude  themfelves,  be  what 
they  will,  People,  Gentiles,  Dark,  Blind,  Imprifbned } 
feeing  all  Gentiles,  who  are  called  Dogs,  Aliens,  Hea- 
thens,  Uncircuracifed,  are  included  ;  and  feeing  the  mot* 
to  written  on  the  oiufide  of  the  door  of  the  fan£tuafyi 
is,  "  Whofoever  will,,  let  him  Come  ;"  all  comers  ar« 
welcome,  and  refufers  left  inexcufabie. 

VL  The  fixth  thing  propofed^  was. the  applicatioh  of 
the  whole.  This  doSxine  would  admit  of  a  vaft  im- 
provement, which  we  muft  confine  to  as  narrow  bounds 
$a  poffiWe;  and  we  may  improve  it, 
.  lil.  For  information.  If  it  be  fo,  that  Chrift,  by  di- 
vine ordination,  is  thus  the  covenant  of  the  people  ;  iit 
the  glafs  of  this  dodtrine,  we  clearly  fee,  manyprecioui 
goipel- truths.     And, 

-    I.  Hence  we  may  fee,   in  what  way  it  is>:  that  the 
rata,  wc  brought  upon  ourfelves,  by  the  breach  and  vio* 
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lation  of  the  covenant  of  works,  is  reparable.  Wc  have 
brought  ourfelves  into  a  moil  lameniable  ftate  by  fin  ; 
and  we  are  irrecoverably  loll  indeed,  a$  to  all  iliat  v/e 
can  do  for  our  own  help ;  "  O  Ifracl,  thou  haft  dcllroy- 
cd  thyfelf."  Who  can  repair  that  ruin  ?  There  is  a  g!o* 
rious  ME  that  fays,  •'  In  mk  is  thy  help,*'  Hof.  xiii.  *j\ 
Who  that  ME  is,  is  explained  in  our  text»  even  a  Grd 
in  Chriil,  the  glorious  I  and  ture  ;  *'  I  will  give  thee' 
for  a  covenant  of  the  people."  There  is  no  help,  no  juf- 
tification  for  them  no\v  by  a  covenant  of  works;  but, 
*•  I  will  give  thee  for  a  covenant  to  them;"  which,  tho* 
it  be  all  works  to  thee,  yet  it  fliall  be  all  grace  to  them. 
The  world  is  bufy  calling  the  law  of  works  into  this 
and  the  other*  Jiandfome  Ihiipe,  and  pleafing  themfelves 
with  a  fancy,  that  in  this  way  of  works  they  may  have 
righteoufnefs  and  life,  to  the  difparagement  of  the  way 
of  grace,  to  the  dellrudtion  of  their  own  fouls,  and  to 
the  diflionour  of  Ghrift,  who  alone  is  the  covenant  of 
the  people. 

2.  Hence  \\^e  fee  the  greatnefs  of  the  love  of  God  to* 
wards  pcx^r  finners,  in  giving  fuch  a  great  and  glorious 
perfon  as  Chrifl,  and  that  for  fuch  a  great  and  glorious 
end,  as  to  be  a  covenant  of  the  people;  ''  God  fo  loved 
the  world,  as  to  give  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whofo* 
ever  believeth  in  him  might  not  perifh,  but  have  ever- 
lalling  life,"  Ghrift  came  hot  to  be  a  covenant  of  tlfd 
people  without  a  comraiffion^  call^  and  ordination  from 
his  Father.  He  had  authority  from  the  Father  to  do  all 
that  he  did  about  the  covenant;  "  I  will  giVe  thee  for  a 
covenant*"  Let  not  our  notions  of  God  be  fo  grofs,  as 
to  think,  that  God  the, Father  is  of  an  implacable  nature^ 
full  of  feverity;  aild*that  the  Son  only  "is  df  a  pleafant^ 
meek  nature^  full  of  lenity  towards  finners.  Nay^  God  ^/ 
the  Father  was  the  firilj  in  order  of  nature,  that  madd^'"" 
the  motion  concerning  man's  redelnpUoq  ;  Chtift  was 
appointed,  authorized,  and  given  of  him  :  behold,  the 
loVe  of  God  haih  gone  to  iis  uttnoft  height  in  giving 
Chrifl^  for  he  cannot  give  a  greater  gift ;  and  the  love 
of  Ghrift  hath  alfo  gone  toils  uttnoft,  iii  confenting 
hereto,  and  giving  bimfelf,  and  a4'l  this  to  be  no  lefs 
than  a  complete  covenant  of  the  peoip\e%    'fi^^cd.^a.^^  ^^ 

Vol.  L  O  y^"^^^ 
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people  can  do  nothing,  theVefore  he  leaves  them  nothing 
to  do  of  themfelves  ;  "  I  will  give  thee  for  a  covenant 
of  the  people*"  .  ^ 

3.  Hence  we  may  fee  a  ted  of  the  true  religion.  All 
fchemea  that  centre  not  in  Ghrift,  are  to  be  rejefled ; 
find  all  fchemes  of  the  covenant,  that  make  not  Chritt 
to  be  the  all  of  it,  are  to  be  renounced  2  If  I  can  find 
nothing  in  the  covenant  but  Ghrift,  furely  I  find  enough^ 
and  I  find  all  that  my  text  makes  of  it ;  and  if  the  world 
ttiake  it  a  new  fcheme,  at  their  peril  be  it.  But  this  I 
fay,  that  every  fchemey  that  leads  to  felf,  and  takes  off 
from  Ghrift,  is  a  falfe  and  ruinous  fcheme ;  yea,  every- 
dofitrine  that  advances  any  thing^  to  be  a  rival  with  him, 
end  mingles  our  filthy  rags  with  his  excnlent  robes,  is 
of  a  foul- ruining  nature,' and  utterly  to  be  detefted. 
The  fecond  Adam  came  not  to  patch  tip,  and  amend 
f)ld  Adam's  coat,  as  fome  exprefs  it,  but  to  give  us  a 
wholly  new  garijient  of  his  own  making,  and  dyed  with 
Ills*  own  blood:  '*  I  will  give  thee  for  a  covenant."  Our 
chief  bu^nefs,  as  ininifters  of  the  gofpel,  is  to  trumjiet 
forjh  the  tranfcendent  excellency  of  Ghrift,  and  defire 
to.  know  nothing  but  Ghrift^  and  him  crucified,  and  as 
the  ALT.  of  the  covenant,  for  making  people  both  happy 
«ind  holy* 

4.  Hence  we  may  fee  the  believer's  freedom  from  the 
law  as  a  covenant  of  works  :  he  is  not  under  the  law, 
but  under  grace  ^  having  clofed  with  Ghrift,  Ghrift  is 
tiow  all  the  covenant  th^t  he  vs  under:  he  is  freed  both 
from  the  Do  and  the  Die,  tiie  comtnand  and  the  threa- 
tening of  the  covenant  of  works  :  they  are  made  void 
to  him  through  Ghrift,  for  he  is  not  under  it,  either  to 
be  juJlified  or  condemned :  he  is  not  under  ita  com- 
?mand,  to  be  jiiftified  for  his  obedience ;  nor  under  its 
threatening  and  iandion,  to  be  condemned  for  his  dif- 
obedience,  as  it  is  a  coveijant ;  for,  "  There  is  no  con- 
demnation to  them  that  are  in  Ghrift/'  It  is  true,  as  the 
law  is  a  rule  of  obedience,  he  remains  under  it,  as  much 
and  more  than  ever,  and  ftands  obliged  thereby  to  ftudy 
perfeftion^  and  his  difobedience  may  bring  upon  him 
rods  and  ftripes,  and  all  the  terrible  effedls  of  God's 

&tb€rly  Jiifplea^ure  upon  foul  and  bod^  \  but  as  it  is  a 
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hile  Of  acceptance,  a  condition  of  life^  or  a  covenant  of 
WoVks,  he  hath  ndthiiig  to  do  with  itj  nothing  td  expe£t 
from  it,  nothing  to  fear  by  it :  he  hath  nothitig  to  do 
with  it  arty  more  than  a  wife  hath  to  do  with  a  dead 
hufl^and.  Roiti.  Vii.  4.  *'  Ye  are  dead  to  the  law,  by  the 
body  of  Ghrift,  that  ye  might  be  married  to  another^ 
teven  to  him  that  is  raifed  from  the  dead^  that  ye  might 
bring  forth  fruit  unto  God."  He  is  not  to  bring  forth 
fruit  any  more  to  the  dead  hulbahd^  to  the  law  ;  but  to 
Chrill/the  living  hulbimdi  He  hath  nothing  to  expefl 
from  it ;  no  lifcj  no  righteqafnefsj  no  happinefs,  no  ho- 
linefs  by  his  Owrt  le?;al  obedience,  but  only  by  Chrill,  a 
better  covenantk  And  hie  hath  nothing  to  fear  by  it;  no 
hell,  no  deathj  no  damnation^  no  condemnation^  no  lia- 
blenefs  therietOi     And  hence^ 

5;  We  fee  what  place  the  believer's  oKedietlce  hath 
in  the  covenant  of  grace  t  His  obedience  hath  no  place 
here,  in  poiht  of  ciafualityy  or  proper  federal  condition- 
ality ;  for  this  were  to  turn  it  into  the  fame  place  it  had 
In  th6  ccveriint  of  works^  where,  though  there  was  no 
merit  of  condignity  (I  know  few  will  dare  to  fay  fo),  yet; 
there  was  a  mefit  by  paction  ;  that  is  to  fay,  there  was 
a  promife  of  life  made  to  works  and  obedience,  '*  Do> 
end  livev^'  Bat,  in  the  covenant  of  grace,  wc  aferi, 
Bgaiilft  all  popifli  doftrine  whatfoevet*,  that  ih^re  is  no 
fuch  reward  of  work^  obedicncCj.or  perfonal  holinefs, 
upon  compaft  and  prbrilife  ;  becaufe  the  tenor  of  tl^is 
covenant  runs  upon  the  condition  of  Chrift's  obedience 
and  righteoufnefs,  apprehended  by  faith.  Oofpel-holinels 
is  of  manifold  iieceflity  in  the  new  covenant;  but  the  • 
promife  of  life  is  Aot  here  made  to  the  work,  but  to  the  ' 
worker*,  and  to  the  Worker,  not  for  his  wotk;  but  for  the 
■merit  of  Chrift  i  As  for  inftance^  "  Be  thou  faltliful  unto 
the  deaths  and  t  will  give  thee  the  crown  of  life  ;'.'  the 
promife  is  not  made  to  fidelity^  but  to  the  faithful  perfon, 
whole  fidelity  is  a  fign  that  he  is  in  Chrift^  "  In  vVhoni 
all  the  promifes  are  yeajaiid  Airien.''  If  the  law  had  now 
the  pfomife  of  life  to  our  obedience^  We  fhould  not  have 
life  and  falvation  any  other  way  but  by  the  law,  and  by 
the  works  thereof;  Gah  iii,  li.  *•  If  there  had  been  a 
law  jfivei),  that  could  have  gWetiVife^N^xW^  t\^^csv&^^^ 
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fliould  have  been  by  the  law  ;"  therefore  our  obedience  • 
now  is  not  a  caufe  or  condition,  but  a  neceffary  eft'edt 
of  the  covenant^  and  qualij&cation  of  all  that  are  \Yithia 
the  covenant  J  yea,  all  whom  this  covenant  takes  hold 
of,  It  makes  them  holy  :  And  therefore,  "  Without  ho- 
linefs  no  man  fliallfee  God  ;'*  becaufe  without  holinefs 
no  man  hath  this  eff.tVive  evidence  of  his  being  within 
this  holy-  covenant. 

6-  Hence  we  may  fee,  what  are  the  motives  that  now 
fh.)uld  influence  the  believer  in  his  obedience.  If  Chrift 
be  the  all  of  the  covenant,  and  that  he  is  loofed  froni 
all  his  former  relation  to  the  coven:int  of  works,  he  is 
not  to  obey  either  from  a  legal  hope  of  heaven,  or  fla-  » 
vifh  fear  of  hell.  Not  from  a  legal  hope  of  heaven  ; 
for  the  covenant  fecures  the  purchafe  of  that  by  Ghriirs 
perfect  obedience  ;  not  from  a  fiavilh  fear  of  hell ;  for 
the  covenant  hath  fecured  freedom  from  that  by  Ghrifl^s 
complete  faiisfacVion.  The  principal  motive  is  the  love 
of  Chrift  conllraining ;  the  love  of  a  God  in  Chrift, 
who  is  given  for  a  covenant  of  the  people.  God  deals 
j)Ot  with  believers  now  according  to  the  covenant  of 
works,  neither  ought  they  to  deal  with  him  as  if  they 
were  under  it.  They  ought,  to  mourn  for  fin,  to  repent, 
to  confefs,  to  beg  pardon,  but  not  in  a  legal  way,  as  if 
they  had  to  do  withxa  wrathful  Judge,  but  as  having  to 
do  with  a  merciful  Father  in  Chrill :  they  are  to  yield  • 
obedience  to  the  law,  not  out  of  a  fervile  fear  of  hell 
and  wrath,  but  out  of  a  child-like  love  and  willing 
tniwd  ;  fo  far  as.  the  believer  afts.  other  wife,  fo  far  he  is 
under  a  fpirit  of  bondage.  Neither  ought  the  believer 
to  aft  from  a  dread  and  fear  of  his  being  difinherited  ; 
fo  far  as  he  does  fo,  it'  is  not  an  a£t  of  faith,  but  of  un- 
belief; for  he  cannot  view  this  covenant,  and  yet  fee 
himfelf  left  at  an  uncertainty.  There  is  no  liablenefs 
to  a  forfeiture  of  its  privileges;  Chrift  is  the  covenant 
of  the  people. 

7.  Hence  fee.  If  Chrift  be  the  covenant  of  the  people, 

by  God^s  ordination,  why  the  believer  is  to  take  the 

law  only  Out  of  the  hand  of  a  Mediator,  and  yet  is  not  ■ 

without  law  to  God,  when  he  is  under  the  law  to  Chrift, 

He  is  not  to  vkw  it  in  the  &rll  co^^x^^uvform^  in  the 
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hand  of  an'abfolute  God,  but  only  in  Chrift,  ^nd  as  it 
is  c^It  into  a  n?w  covenant-fv^rni  :  and  the  original  au- 
thority of,  the  law  is  not  here  dlffolyed,  nor  obligation 
to  obedience  diminiflied,  bjt  rather  llrcrigthened  and 
fweetened ;  m  rej[aid  that  this  authority  does  now  run 
only  in  this  fvveet  and  bleflcd  channel,  by  the  Father's 
ordin^uion ;  yea,  the  Greitor's  authority  and  fovereign- 
ty  is  in  Chrifl,  and  the  whole  fulnefs  of  the  Godhead,  • 
^nd  by. the  voice  of  Gjd  the  Father  from  the  excellent 
glory,  faying,  '*•  Tnis  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am 
Well-pleafed  :  bear  ye  him.''  We  are  fc5  much  obliged, 
by  the  Father's  appoi'^tment,  to  obey  him,  and  take  the 
law  only  out  of  his  hand,  that  if  we  do  it  not  we  con* 
'  demu  the  authority  of. the  Father,,  and  run  crofs  to  this  . 
divine  prdination.  . 

'^  8.  Hence  fee,  if  Ghrift  be  the  all  of  the  covenant^  , 
then  believers  have  all  things  in  Chrill.  Chrill  being  the 
covenant  of  the  people;  this  covenant  is  all  his  falvati- 
on,  and  all  his  defire.  All  his  falvatian  is  here;  and  well 
may  the  bejievcr  fay,  in  the  exercife  of  faith,  in  Chrill: 
I  have  all  things  at  once  ;  neither  need  I  any  n;ore  that 
is  neceffary  to  falvation  ;  this  covenant  is  all  my  falva- 
tioti. — 'He  may  fay,  in  the  point  of  jultification,  Chrill 
ts  my  righteouinefs,  my  treafure,  my  work,  my  cove- 
nant, ray  all;  yea,  my  all  in  all;  *'  For  inhiuLdvveU 
leth  the  fulnefs  of  the  Godhead  hodily  ^"  and  believer* 
i^xe  complete  in  him,  who  of  God  is  made  to  them  wif-. 
dom,^  righteoufnefs,  fanfiiification,  and  redemption-^ 

9.  Hence  we  may  fee,  if  Chrifl:  be  giyen  for  a  cove-t 
nant  of  the  people,  that  tlie  gofpel  flriftly  and  properly 
^aken,  is  a  bundle  of  good  news,  glad,  tidings,  apd  graci- 
ous promifes;  our  text  is  a  fum  of  the  gofpel,  and  it  is  ^ 
a  free  promife,  ''  I  will  givenhee  for  a  covenant  of  the 
people:"  there  isn^)  precept  nor  commandment  Kere.Tho- 
Jaw  is  properly  a  word  of  precept,  but  not  the  gofpel :  the 
law  comma.nds  all,  and  the  gofpel  promifes  all.  Jt  were 
a  difparagement  to  the  divine  law,  if  it  were  not  perfeft 
^nd  exceeding  broad,  if  there  were  any  duty  we  are 
galled  unto  not  enjoined  therein  :  Why,  are  there  no> 
commands  in  the  gofpel,  fay  fome?  We  are  ready,  Sirg,, 
to.  confound  the  difpenfation  of  the  ^of^d^  V\\.^  \i^\^- 


«r4      CHRIST  THE  PEOPLE'S  COVENANT,    Serm-IV, 

gofpel  Itfelf ;  and  this  makes  much  wrangVmgg  on  this 
head.  The  gofp:;!,  largely  taken  for  the  dirpei^fation 
thereof,  hath  the  whole  law  in  it,  fub|fervient  thereunto; 
but  ftriaiy  taken,  it  is  a  quite  other  thing  than  the 
law  of  commands.  Faith  arid  repentance  may  be  callecj 
gofpel-comrqands,  if  you  Ipcak  of  the  difpenfation  of 
the  gofpel ;  but  if  yqu  fpeak  of  the  gofpel' itfelf,  they 
come  in  under  another  cohfideration.  We  are  to  cjiftin- 
guifli  betwixt  duties  and  graces :  Faith  and  repentance, 
as  they  are  duties,  are  commanded  in  the  law;  hut  a$ 
-they  are  graces,  they  ^re  pron^ifed  in  the  gofpel,  We 
are  to  diftinguiQi  hetwi!{t  a  new  commanded  duty,  and 
a  new  prefented  objpQ;;  the  gofpel  prefcnts  a  new  pbjefl 
of  faith,  a  God  in  Chriftj  btit  the  fame  law  that  was 
from  the  beginning,  o|]^liges  i^s  to  belieye  whatever  new 
revelation  Qod  makes,  If  ^ve  underftand  it  fafely,  then 
we  may  fay,  the  law  obliges  us  to  belieye  the  gofpel, 
and  therefore  he  th^t  believeth  not  the  gofpel,  is  cbiiT 
ilemned  already  hy  the  law,  John  iii.  18.  An^  this  con- 
demnation (hall  b.e  n^ore  aggravated,  than  if  this  i;iew 
obje£l  of  faith  had  never  been  prefented^  or  if  this  light 
had  never  come  into  the  world,  ver.  19, 

iQ.  Hence  learn.  If  Chrift  be  giyen  ^s  the  covenant 
pf  the  people,  then  we  inay  fee  the  nature  of  faith,  and 
its  appropriating  (quality.  When  God  fays,  *.*  I  will  give 
?hee  for  a  covenant  of  the  people  ^^'  fi^ith  fays  fomething 
by  way  of  anfwer,  correfponding  with  the  reyelation  and 
tellimony  of  God;  God  fays^  I  givej  fa/ith  fays,  I  taklj 
God  fays,'  ^'  I  giye  him  for  a  covenant  ;''•  faith  fays,  I 
take  him  for  a  covenant;  God  fays,  "  1  giye  him  for  a 
covenant  of  the  people;'^  faith  fays,  I  am  one  of  the 
people;  I  take  him  for  my  covenant,  aiy  own  all:  it  is 
the  people's  covenant  in  the  general  offer,  hut  my  cove- 
iiant  in  the  particular  application  of  feith  :  faith  breaks 
the  fhell,  and  eat?  the  kernel.  The  general  difpamfatioa 
of  the  gofpel  fays,  he  is  given  for  a  covenant  pf  the.  peo^ 
pic  ;  the  particular  application  of  faith  fays,  he  is  given 
lor  a  covenant  to  me  :  God  fays,  I  give  him;  faith  fays, 
I  take  hin)  as  a  gift,  a  free  gift:  God  fays,  I  give  him, 
;t  is  I  that  gives  him;  faith  fays,  I  take  him  as  thy  gift," 
§3  Cod's  gift;  God  fays  I  will  give  him>  it  is  my  wilJ 
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to  do  it ;  faith  fays^  thy  will  be  done,  even  fo  I  take  him 
according  to  thy  will,,  Anaen,.  fo  be  it;  and  all  the  peo- 
ple fliould  fay  Ameni  and  every  one  for  himfelf  (houl4 
fay  Amen  to  God's  offer,  and.  receive  and  rell  upon  him 
c^lone  for  falvation,  a3  he  is  oScred ;  and  in  fo  doings 
believe  that  through  the  grace  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Ghrift, 
they  flxall  be  faved,  Adls  v,  ii. 

II.  Hence  fee,  if  Ghrift  be  thus  given  foF  a  covenant 
of  the  people,  fee^  the  oRouNa  of  faith  that  all  the 
bearers  of  the  gofpel  hjguve;  Why,  the  offer  is  univer* 
fal  to  all  that  hear  the^  gofpel ;  I  give  hira  for  a  cove- 
nant of  the  people^  .Let  Arminians  maintain,  at  their 
peril,  their  univerfal  redemption;  but  we  muft  maintain, 
at  our  perili^  the  univerfal  offer ;  ncceffity  is  laid  upon 
us,  and  wo  to  us,,  if  we  preach  not  this  gofpel  to  every 
creature.  Chrift  is  fo  far  given  taall  the  people' that  hear 
the  gofpel^,  that  it  is  warrantable  for  them  to  receive  tho 
gift :  it  is  no  prefan^ptioa  for  them  to  take  what  God 
gives  ;  they  fliajl  not  be  guilty  of  vitious  intromiffion  in, 
fo  doing;^  nay,  they  Ihall  be  guilty,  they  fliall  he  damned, 
if  they  belieye  not,,  and  take  not.  God's  gift..  It  is  true, 
reprobates  will  exclude  themfelves,  but  thia  gofpel-offer. 
does  not  e:;clude  them ;;  they  have  as  fair  a.revealed  war- 
rantto  b^li<ive,  aathe  ele£t  have..  We  caanot  fay, you  ar« 
^n  elcdt  man,,  you  are  an  eleft  woman^  therefore  believe : 
"we  have  nofuchcommilUpn:  np^y,  God,  by  this,  gofpel,. 
cafts  th^  covenant  in  among  all  the  people,,  faying, 
^  Whofoeyer  >vyi,  let  him  takd  ;**'  whofoever  pleases,  let 
him  take,  and  in  taking,.he  fhallhave  a  proof  of  his  being 

'  an  ele£l.  veffeU  As  it  is  faid  of  the  Jews^  *^To  them, 
belong  the  covenant  and.  promifes ;"  fo  fay  L  to  you. 
Gentiles,,  the  covenant  belongs  to  you;  *'  T:he  promife 
is  to  you,  and. your  children  :'*-^  you  have  a  right  and  a. 
warrant  to  take  a^ll ;:  a^d- this  right  was  fealcd  to  you  in 
baptifm,  and  is  proclaimed  to  you  in  this  gofpel ;  and  you 
ihall  be  inexcufable  if  you  improve  it  not:  you  will  have 
none  to  blame  for  your  damnation  but  yourfelves,  and 
your  own  enmity  and  ill- will;'  "  You  will  not  come  to 
me,  that  ye  might  have  life.     I  would  have  g;achered 

.  you,  and  you  would  not." 

I.  ftence  wft  fee  the  certainty  of  the  coav^t^^^w  c^i. 

Pa  ^^ 
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the  clecl ;  whofe  conver^.on,  in  pirticjl-ir,  is  God's  great 
end  and  dcfi^n  in  exhibiting  C  iriit  as  a  covenant  to. the 
p>:ople  in  g-neral.     It  \z  w::!:  a  i^fi^n  lo  give  Chrill  to 
them  in  poffcfiion,  ih^t  he  gives  him  to  a  v'.fible  church 
in  tiie  so'pfcl  offer*.     Ii  is  ibr  ihe  el.cVs  lake  that  the  re- 
proJatc  have  an  olTer  oi'  Ciiriii ;  and  if  once  all  the  elecl  . 
were  gathered,   the  found  of  the  iVver-trumpwt  of  the 
go:*p;il  Ihiil  be  heard  no  more.    T:;e  clifpenfation  of  the 
go.p-c:!  is  the  mean  vvliij.h  he  f^nct'.fi^s  and  blelTcs  to  that 
end,   for  working  anJ  b'.'^^;^ttir.g  faith  in  ail  the  eleft, 
whofe  names,  as  I  fad  before,  are  alir  recorded  in  the 
crijlnal  draught  of  the  covenant,  which  i*:  indeed  a  feal- 
eJ  writ,   that  v/e  have  no:hing  to  dp  with,   till  once  we 
have  fub'bribed  the  open  copy  that  is  here  before  us  all. 
However,  this  v/o:k  is  not  left  arbitrary  to  the  will  of 
inen,  othervvifc  none  would  ever  be  willing;   (or  all  are 
enemies,    and  the  power  of  enmity  is  infi'perable  by 
men  :   therefore  our  text  promifes,  not  only  the  means, 
the    general  donation  of  Cr.rift  in  the  indefinite  offer^ 
but  alfo  the  power,  the  tfTcJlual  application  of  tiiC  cove- 
nant of  grace,  to  the  converfion  of  all  whom.  Chrifl:  did 
iind-rtake  for.     AVhy,   the  covenant  here  exhibited,    is 
propjf-J  as  a  covenant  of  li:?ht;    light  to  the   Geniilcs, 
and  to  rtm..ve  fpiritual  d-.irkneis  ;   a  covenant  of  fight  5. 
to  open  bhiide^cs,  and  fo  to  remove  fpiriiual  blindnefs: 
and  a  coven-^nt  of  liberty;  to  remove  fpiritual  bondage 
to   fill  and  Satan;    all  which    denote   effectual  vocation, 
which  is   a  being  brought  from  d^rkneis   to.  light,   and*  . 
Irora  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God.    And  hence  we  fee, 
how  effrdlual  vocation  and  faying  faith   followed  upon 
tins   very-  gnfpel-difpenfation,   At\s  xiii.  47,  48..       So 
tliat  an  ciTlclual  application  of  the  covenant  of  grace  is. 
here  promil'ed  to  Chrill,  in  behalf  of  all  that  were  given 
to  him  ;,  it  is  abfolutely  promifed,   that  he  fliall  fi^e  his 
feed,  and  fee  the  travail  of  his  foul.   '*  The  eleftion  flialf 
obiain  ;"  and,  All  that  the  Father  hath  given  him,  fliall 
come  to  him:  and  yet  we  fee  that  the  accomplifhment 
hereof,  is  by  ways  and  means  of  his  appointment,  in  the 
general  invitation  and  call  of  the  gofpel.     God,  by  his 
V.  ill  of  precept  revealed,  commands  all,   where  ever  the 
gofpel  couKs,  to  believe  ;  and  he  mocks  none;  for  all 
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that  (Jo  believe  fliall  certainly  be  faved  :  afid  tho'  none 
have  power  to  make  the  means  effL-clual^  yet  the  utmoft 
attendance  to  the  general  call  of  the  gofpel,  is  of  the  ut* 
moll  concernment  to  your  fouls  for  eternity  ;  for,  who 
knows  that  he  is  not  of  that  number,  whcni  Ghrill  co- 
venanted for,  and  will  mal>e  it  effectual  unto? 

But  fo  vaftly  copious  and  comprehenfive  is  this  doc- 
trine, that  I  might  begin  anew,  to  give  a  bundle  of  mord 
inferences  therefrom, 

:^..  H^rice  we  may  fee  the  miferable  circumdances  of 
all  unbelievers,  that  hear  this  goi'pcl,  and  yet  refulie 
God's  giftofChrill  as  a  covenant.  Tiicy  coniinue  under 
a  coveiiant  of  works,  both  in  its  tommanding  and  con*- 
demning  power.  That  they  are  under  its  condemning 
power,  is  evident ;  for,  fays  Chrift,  "  He  thatbelieveih 
hot  is  condemned  already  ;*'  And  that  they  are  under  its 
commanding  power,  is  evident  alfo;  for,  fays  the  apollle, 
^'  They  are  debitors  to  do  the  whole  law,"  Gal.  v.  3. 
In  Adam's  covenant,  they  remain  under  obligation  to 
duties  and  punifliment,  as. long  as  they  are  not  intereftcd 
in  tlie  new  covenant,  Tho'  by  the  gofpel  they  are  ob- 
liged to  feek  a  title  to  life  thro'  Chrill's  obedience,  and 
jfreedonl  from  wrath,  through  his  fatisfadion;  yet  vJuIe 
tliis  covenant  is  flighted,  they  remain  obliged,  in  their 
own  perfons,  to  yield  perfcft  obedience,  upon  pain  of 
cjaranatioh  ^  if  they  be  not  under  the  command  with  the 
promife.  Do  and  live,  they  are  under  the  command 
with  the  threatening.  Do,  and  be  dam.ned.  They  are  ia 
^  miferable  ftate;;  for  the  laft  failure,  in  obedience  to 
the  command,  brings  them  under  the  whole  curfe  of  the 
threatening,  and  wrath  of  the  eternal  God,  while  they 
will  not  have  abetter  covenant. 

2.  HenQe  we  may  fee  the  folly  of  all  tb^t  prefer  any 
ruining  covenant  to  this  covenant,,  which  God  gives  for 
our  relief.  The  covenant  of  works  is  now  a  ruining  co- 
venant ;.  yet  many  prefer  this  covenant  to  Chrift,  the 
covenant  of  the  people.  They  prefer  their  doing  to 
Chrill's  doing,  whjle  they  cannot  believe  they  fhall  have 
acceptance  with  God  upon  GhriiVs  doing,  and  obedi- 
ence ;  and  yet  they  will  hope,  that  if  they  do  their  beft,^^ 
\hen  Gpd  will  accept  of  them :  O.  proud  devvl^  vlvax vl\^"v 
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makes  the  dung  of  thy  duties  of  more  account  than  the 
perfect  obedience  of  the  Son  of  Gk)d  1  The  covenant 
with  hell  is  alfo  a  ruining  covens^nt;  and  ye;t  the  world 
prefefrs  this  alfo  to  that  glorious  covenant^  while  they 
arc  in  league  With  their  lulls,  and  prefer  their  bafe  idols 
to  the  Son  of  God, 

3,  Hence  we  may  fee  the  difference  betwixt  the.  law 
and  the  gofpel;  the  covenant  of  works  and  the  covenant 
of  grace.  The  law  promifes  nothing  but  upon  our  doings 
the  gofpel  prpraifes  nothing  but  upon  Chrill's  doing:  he 
is  the  covenant  of  the  people,     The  covenant  of  works 
promifes  life,  if  we  obey  in  our  own  perfoqs ;.  the  cot 
venant  of  grace  prom.ifes.  lifcj^  if  we  obey  ia  our  Surety. 
The  condition  of  the  coyenant  of  \\:orks»  and  the  cove- 
nant of  grace  both,  is  perfect  obedience  j^  but  h^re  lies  the. 
difference ;.  the  condition  of  the  coj^ensuit  of  works  is 
perfeft  obedience  perfonal  i  the  conditloaof  tjie^  cove- 
nant of  grace  is  perfefit.  obedience  in^)]cited,  and  convey^. 
cd  to  us  by  s^  faith  of  God's  operation,.   Yet  both  law  and. 
gofpel  are  fweetly  fubfervicfnt,  the  One  to. the  other,  and. 
work  to  oi>e  another^  h^nd,,  while  the  law  declares 
what  obedience  God  requires,  and  the  gofpel  provides 
that  obedience,   and  points  out  C|irill  as  the.  atU  of  it  ;^ 
^  fo  faith  doth  not  make  void  the  law,  but  eftablifhes  itj^and. 
makes  it  honoiu-able,  &c.     Ghrift  hath  fulfilled, the  con- 
dition  of  the  covenant,   to  the  F-ather'a.  contentment ; 
*'  The  Lord  is  welfrpleafed  for  his  righteoufnefs  fake,  for 
he  hath  magnified  the  la,w,  and  made  it  honourable." 
■  4.  Hence  we  may  fee  the  diffcrenqe  betwixt  God's  CO", 
venant  of  grace,  and  our  covi^nant  of  duties.     Our  co- 
venant of  duties  is  either  private  s^kI  perfonal,  or  public 
and  national.  If  by  perfonal-coyenantihg  be  either  meant 
believing  at  firft,  and  laying  hold  ou  Godfs.  covenant, 
or  the  believer's  engaging,'-  through  grace,  to.  ferve  the- 
Lord,   in  all  tlie  duties  of  religion ;  it  is  indeed  the  du- 
ty and  honour  of  every  perfon,  to  be  thus  engaged. 
Public  and  national  covenanting  is  alfo^thp  dutyand  ho- 
nour of  a  land  :    it  was  the  glory  of  Scotland,  that  we 
were  folemnly  in  covenant;  wherein  our  forefathers,  for 
themfelves  and  their  pofterity,  "  engaged  and  fwore  a*. 
^i  gainft  popery,  prelacy,  fuperllition,  md  every  things 
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^^  contrary  to  the  word  of  God  ;  and  to  the  doftrine, 
^^  difcipline,  worftiip,  and  govempient  of  the  refprm-f 
♦*  ed  church  of  Scotland  ;-n-Tand  that  as  we  (hould  an-  ' 
?*  fwer  to  Tefus  Chrift  at  the  great  day,  and  under^tho 
**  pain  of  God's  everlafting  wrath,  and  of  infamy,  and 
^*  lof§  of  all  honour  and  rel^'^ea  in  this  world.'*  And, 
O  may  not  our  hearts  bleed  to  think  on  our  defection 
from  oldrcovenanted  principles,  and  violation  of  en- 
gagen^ents;  yea,  of  the  burning  and  biirial  of  our  co? 
venants,  and  many  grave-ftones  laid  upon  the  fcpulchre; 
•alfo  the  prevalency  of  abjured  Popery  in  this  land,  withr 
out  being  dt^ly  lamented,  and  the  open  }ntrQduQ,ion  of 
objured  Prelacy,  and  Engliflx  Popifli  ceremonies  and 
fervices,  in  many  places  of  this  land,  without  being  d^uly 
telUfied  againll;  but  the  jjeal  of  many  run^  in  another 
channel  ?  Is  it  any  wonder  then,  that  the  infamy  an4 
lofs  of  honour,  and  refpeCt  in  this  world,  mentioned  in 
that  covenant,  hath  come  upon  us,  while  our  honour 
as  a  nation,  and  glory  as  a  church,  is  fiink  into  the 
horrible  pit  and  filthy  n^ire  of  infamy,  bondage,  flavery, 
and  contempt  ?  However,  covenant-obligation  to  duty  19 
what  we  (land  ftiU  under  j  though  many  be  afhamed  of, 
and  refufe  to  own  thcfe  obligations,  yet  it  is  the  glory 
of  our  land,  however  it  be  now  defaced.  And  there- 
fore, let  us  even,  in  our  approaches  to  a  communion- 
table, go  forward,  lamenting  our  fmful  defedion  from 
the  covenanted  reformation,  acknowledging  our  fol^mn 
covenant- obligation  j  and  hoping,  that  the  Lord  will, 
in  due  time,  revive  a  covenanted  wprk,  and  pour  out 
a  fpirit  of  reformation,  ^But  let  us  withal  remember, 
there  is  a  vaft  difference  betwixt;  God's  covenant  and 
our  covenant,  betwixt  his  promife,  and  our  promife ; 
we  may  break  and  change  a  thoufand  times,  but  the 
covenant  of  grace  is  unchangeable,  and  Hands  faft  in 
Chrift.  Many  poor  Chriftians  miftake  matters  fadly, 
by  confounding  their  covenant  and  engagement  to  duty, 
with  God's  covenant  of  grace.  They  covenant  to  ferve 
the  Lord,  and  the  next  day  they  break  it ;  O!  fays  the 
man,  the  covenant  of  grace  is  broken.  Grofs  ignor 
ranee  !  the  covenant  of  grace  is  quite  another  thing. 
Therefore, 
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5.  Hence  we  may  inf(?r,  If  Chrift  be  given  for  a  co» 
venant  of  the  people,  the  tranfcendent  excdlency  of  this, 
above  all  other  covenanis,  whether  of  legal  works^  or 
gofpel-duties.  For  here  the  Father  is  promiftng  to  the 
Son,  that  he  ihould  be  a  covenant  of  tile  people  ;  and 
fo  it  imports  all  the  excellent  qualities  ^nd  properties 
that  can  be  in  a  covenant. 

(i.)  If  Giirilt  be  given  of  God  for  a  covenant  of  the 
people;  then  it  is  a  divine  covenant,"' a  .covenant  of 
God's  making,  and  not  of  ours  ;  it  was  made  when  wc  ' 
Jcnew  nothing  about  it;  it  was  made  when  we  were  nq- 
thlng;  yea,  when  we  were  forfeen  to  be  a  company 
of  loll  and  undone  fmneVs  ;  God  made  it  with  his  Son, 
and  ellablifhed  all  the  articles,  promifes,  and  bleflings  ^. 
iof  it,  before  the  foundation  of  the  world  was  laid ;  yea, 
it  is  God  that  makes  the  ele<St,  in  a  day  of  power,  to 
take  up  the  extraft  of  it,  to  read  it,  to  love  it,^  to  fign  it,^ 
Again, 

(2.)  If  Chrift  be  given  for  a  covenant  of  the  people^ 
then  it  is  a  free  covenant,  altogether  free;  abfolute, 
»nd  unconditional  to  us  :  It  isa  covenant  given  of  God  j 
♦'  I  will  give  thee  for  a  covenant.'^  Our  legal  hearts  are 
flill  for  giving-  fomethingto  God,  and  for  giving  him  this 
'and  the  other  fervice,  in  hope  of  pleafmg  and  pacifying 
him  ;  and* doing  fo  and  fo,  in  order  to  acceptance  with 
him.  Nay,  but  fays  God,  your  giving  rne,  is  vain, 
unlefs  I  give  you  {  your  giving  is  not  the  way  -of  it^ 
but  I  will  give  and  you  fticxll  take.  H^ht  legalifl  is  con- 
flanily  for  giving,  but  the  believer  is  always  for  takr 
ing:  you  miill  know,  that  here  you  have  nothing  to  give, 
but  to  take.  There  is  an  order  indeed  obferved  in  the 
covenant,  and  in  God's  giving:  theii^e  is  a  condition  of 
connexion  between  one  blefling  and  another ;  firft  the 
fpirit  of  faith  is  given,  and  then  by  faith,  the  man  takes 
Other  bIeffinjT§;  and  receives  of  Chrift's  fulnefs,  Grace 
for  grace.  Here  God  gives  all,  ^nd  faith  takes  all.  All  . 
that  is  required,  is  given ;  and  all  that  is  given,  is  giv*. 
en  freely.  Faith  itfelf  doth  but  receive  a  right ;  it  does 
not  give  one ;  it  a£ts  in  a  way  of  taking  what  God 
gives ;  it  takes  the  covenant  that  God  gives ;  it  takes 
the  ri^hteoufnG^s  of  Chrift,    \vUvcl\  v^  tE?  merltorioua 
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condition  of  the  coveni^nt,  and  fo  is  the  means  of  our 
being  accounted  righteous-  Not  one  promife  of  life,  of 
of  the  eternal  reward,  can  the  believer  lay  claim  toy 
but  in  Chrill ;  **  For  all  the  promifes  are  in  him  yea, 
and  in  him  Amen;*'  in  iiim,  in  iiim  ;  twice  over,  as  I 
faid  already ;  Why,  we  cannot  claim  any  one  promifi? 
in  our  name,  upon  performing  any  gofpel-condition, 
tliough  by  the  aids  of  grace  ;  for  then,  though  it  were 
never  (b  fmall,  it  were  of  debt  to  us :  but  our  only  claim 
b  in  him ;  that  is,  in  the  rigiu  of  our  Elder  Brother, 
Jefus  Chrift  ;  arid  thus  it  is  of  debt  to  him,  but  only  oi 
grace  to  us.  And  thus  God  is  not  a  debtor  to  us,  but  ta 
himfelf;  to  his  o\lvri  goodnefs  and  faithfulnefs,  and  to  his 
Son  Jefus  Chrift.     *  If  either  faith  or  obedience  were  a 

*  condition,  then  there  were  a  fui'periding  the  afts  of 
'  God,  upon  fome  adings  of  the  creature;  which,  fays 

*  an  eminent  divine  [Dn  Owen],  cannot  be,  without  fub- 

*  jefting  eternity  to  time,  the  firil"  caufe  to  the  fecond, 

*  the  Creator  to  the  creature.*     Again, 

(3,)  Jf  Chrift  be  the  covenant  of  the  people,  then  it 
is  a  full  covenant,  having  all  things  in  it;  it  hath  grace 
and  glory  in  it;  happinefs  and  holinefs  in  it :  peace  and 
pardon  in  it ;  yea,  Chrift,' who  is  all  in  all,  is,  in  it  ; 
for  he  is  the  all  of  it.  Who  can  tell  me  of  a  grace  of 
gracious  quality  that  does  not  fpring  out  of  this  covenant 
and  th'e  promifes  of  it?  It  takes  in  all  the  promifes  made 
to  Chrill  and  to  us.  Some  promifes  are  conftitutive  of 
the  covenant,  as'thefe  betwixt  the  Father  and  the  Son^ 
concerning  a  feed;  and  here,  Chrift, hath  fome  f^culiar 
promifes  appropriate  to  him,  which  are  not  afibrded  to 
us  in  the  fame  manner  atnd  degree.  Others  are  execu- 
tive, or  referring  to  the  execution  and  application  of  it, 
as  Heb.  x.  11,  12.  Some  are  principal,  and  concern  the 
end,  eternal  life  ;  others  lefs  principal,  aud  concern 
the  means,  whether  internal,  as  the. Spirit  and  faith;  or 
external,  as  ordinances ;  all  is  comprifed  in  the  cove»- 
nant.     Again,  - 

(4.)  .If  Chrift  be  the  covenant,  then  it  is  a  fure  cove- 
nant, '*  The  fure  mercies  of  DavidJ'  ,This  covenant  is 
fecured  by  the  oath  of  God  to  his  eternal  Son  ;  *'  Once 
have  1  i'worn  by  my  holinefs,  that  1  \\\\\  tio\.Y\ti  MuXarTi^- 
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vid.'^  He  hath  fworn^  that  the  bargain  ihall  ftand,  in- 
fomuch,  that  if  all  the  devils  in  hell  ihould  attack  the 
Weakell  believer  in  Ghrift,  or  that  ever  looked  towards 
a  covenanted  Ghrift,-  they  cannot  ruin  hira,  it  is  impof- 
iible ;  for  the  covenant,  in  which  he  is  wrapt  up;  is 
cftablilhed,  drawn  up,  atid  concluded  betwixt  tWo  un- 
ehangeable  perfons,  in  prefcnce  of  that  confentingj  un- 
changeable witnefs*  the  Holy  Giioftj  one  God4  and  of 
one  and  the  fame  will  effeiltially  with  the  Father  gind  the 
Son  ;  "  The  Lord  hath  fworn,  and  will  riot  repent^Tfaou 
art  a  prieft  for  ^veVi^*  The  parties  of  the  covenant  of  * 
grace  ^re  not  God  and  man,  but  God  arid  Ghrift ;  and 
the  believer  is  no  .otherwife  a  party,  but  in  Chrifti  *  And 
here  is  a  bottom  of  eVerlafting  confolation,  that  Ghrift 
and  he  are  within  one.  and  the  fame  Goveriant^  and  it 
Hands  as  fure  to  theni  aa  it  ftands  fall  in  him* 

In  a  word,  if  Ghrift  be  the  covenant,  then  it  is  a  glo- 
rious covenant^  a  holy  covenant,  an  everlafting  cove- 
nant ;  but  I  omit  a  great  deal  of  particulars  that  I  might 
here  mention* 

6.  Hence  we  may  infers  what  is  the  marrow  of  the 
gofpeUfeaft  in  the  facrament  of  the  fupper  ;  it  is  even 
Ghrift,  given  of  God  to  be  the  covenant  of  the  people  2 
for,  in  the  faprament ^  *  Ghrift,  and  the  benefits  of  the 

*  new  covctiant  are  reprefented^  fealed,  and  applied  to 

*  believers*'  To  take  the  facrament,  is  nothing  but  a 
mock,  if  people  do  not  in  it  facramentally^  really ^  and 
believirtgly  take  Ghrift  as  the  coVenarit  of  the  people  t 
ye^j  the  facrament  of  the  fuppef  is  the  feal  of  the  cove- 
nant, confirming^  to  the  believer,  all  the  promifei 
thereof}  ^^^  This  is  the  New-Teftamerit  in  my  blood.'* 
The  coveriant  is  fure  enough  in  itfelf  J  but  the  believer  ia 
never  too  fare  of  it,  while  he  hath  unbelief  in  him  :  and 
therefore  God  hath  condefcended  to  give  us  all  -that  wc 
could  require  of  the  moft  faithlefs  and  diflioneft  man  up- 
on the  face  of  the  earth,  that  we  may  believe  him  t '  not 
only  his  word,  and  writ,  and  oath,  but  his  feal  too; 
and  all  hath  enough  to  do  to  confirm  the  believer's 
faith :  yea,  nothing  will  confirm  and  ftrengthen  his 
faith,  but  the  fame  almighty  power  of  God  which 
wrought  it  at  firft,  even  the  power  whereby  he  raifed 
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Clmtt  from  ihe  dead;  Yet,  in  thefe  means,  he  ufes  to 
convey  his  power  for  that  end ;  and  therefore  the  be- 
lie vef  is  to  ufe  them:  I  fay ^  the  believer^  becaufe  none, 
who,  by  unbelief^  refufe  the  covenant,  are  to  mcddla 
with  the  feal  thereofj  to  profane  it ;  yea,  they  that  ufe 
the  feal,  and  refafe  the  covenant,  they  feal  their  own 
condemnation  ;  for,  being  under  the  covenant  of  works^ 
they  feal  no  other  covenant,  than  that  which  they  ara 
under ;  and  fo  they  feal  themfelves  up  under  the  bon^ 
dage  and  curfe  of  the  covenant  of  works,  which  is  the 
heavy  curfe  of  the  great  God.— But  now,  paffing  all 
other  ufes,  I  come  to  clofe  with  a  word- 

2dly,  For  Exhortation.  If  God  hath  given  Chrift  to 
be  the  covenant  of  the  people,  then  the  native  exhorta- 
tion is,  I.  That  all  the  people  take  the  covenant  that 
God  is  here  giving  them.  And,  2.  Tliat  all  who  take 
this  covenant,  take  the  feal  thereof  in  the  facrament  of 
the  fuppcr.  But,  at  the  time,  I  confine  myfclf  to  the 
firft  of  thefe. 

The  Firft  exhortation  is  to  all  the  people  that  hear 
me,  That  feeing  God  makes  offer  of  his  Chrift  to  you^ 
and  gives  him  as  a  covenant  of  the  people,  you  would 
take  this  gift  off  his  hand.  I  am  come  to  make  an  of< 
•fer  of  Chrift,  as  the  all  of  the  covenant,  to  you,  in  his 
name,  who  is  the  covenant,  and  in  his  Father's  name, 
who  gives  him  for  a  covenant  of  the  people.  If  you  go 
to  a  communion-table,  and  take  the  feal  of  the  cove- 
fiant,  before  you  take  the  covenant  itfelf,  you  will  but 
mock  God,  and  fet  a  feal  to  a  blank ;  yea,  you  will 
feal  your  covenant  with  hell,  and  trample  under  foot 
the  blood  of  the  everlafting  covenant.  And  therefore, 
I  call  you  all,  before-hand,  tp  come  and  take  the  cove- 
nant. I  know  not  how  the  call  will  be  entertained ; 
many  will^flight  it,  but  yet  we  muft  make  the  offer  in 
God's  name,  who  commands  us  to  preach  the  gofpel  to 
every  creature.  I  know  that  you  cannot,  and  will 
not  embrace  the  ojFer,  without  divine  almighty  power 
be  extended;  but  he  ufes  to  make" the  gofpel-offer  the 
channel  of  his  power  to  gain  fouls  to  himfelf.  I  know, 
inoreover,  that  as  you  are  unworthy  of  fuch  an  offer'; 
fo  yoM  would  jaind;  it  Is  not  lac  you  \vw^  Vi  ^^  -^^2^^ 
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but  the  great  and  eternal  God,  that  is  offering  his  Son 
to  you. for  a  covenant  this  clay  :  and,  as  it  well  becomes 
fuch  a  glorious  God  to  make  fuch  a  glorious  offer,  fo 
it  becomes  no  vile  linner  here  to  refufe  tlie  offer.  And 
chufe  or  refufe  you  mail  ^  there  is  no  middle:  either 
you  rauft  receive  or  rejed  ChriR  this  day,  for  he  is  of- 
fered univerfally  to  all  the  people  here  for  a  covenanti 
I  know  further/  that  it  is  one  of  the  hardejl  things  iij' 
the  world,  for  men  to  perl'uade  themfelves,  that  God  is 
in  earnefVin  offering  Ghrift  to  them,  and. giving  Chrift 
to  them  in  particular  :  and  yet  becaufe  this  is  the  very 
porch  and  avenue  of  faith,  O  plead  that  God  would  de-» 
liver  you  from  fuch  blafphemous  thoughts  as  tend  to 
give  the  lie  to  the  God  of  truth,  who  fwears  by  his  life, 
that  he  will  have  no  plcafure'in  your  death.  Men  fliall 
find  to  their  coft,  that  he  called, them  in  earneft  to  be- 
lieve, when  he  damns  them  in  earneft  for  their  unbelief  j 
for, ."  He  that  believech  nOt  fhall  be  damned*"  I  know 
further,  that  miiny  deceive  themfelves  with  a  temporary  • 
faith,  thinking  they  take  Chrift  when  there  is  no  faith 
of  divine  operation,  but  a  counterfeit  faith  of  their  own 
forging:  however,  the  covenant  muft  be  opened,  and^ 
Chrift  offered,  though  he  fhould  be  a  ftumbling-block. 
to  many,  over  which  they  fall  and  break  their  heclcs  ; 
for  the  covenant  will  draw  fome  to  it  powerfully  and 
fweetly,  to  raife  a  divine  building  on  a  divine  teftimo- 
n)>.  I  offer  then  a  whole  covenant,  a  whole  Chrift  to 
you,  in  his  Father's  name,  who  gives  him  for  a  cove* 
nant ;  will  not  you  take,  when  God  gives  ?  Ic  is  true, 
God  is  not  fpeaking  immediately  to  you  inf  this  textj 
but  to  Chrift,  faying,  ''  I  will  give  thee  for  a  covenant 
of  the  people;"  but  ftill  fo  much  the  better  for  you, 
jfeeing  it  is  on  your  behalf,  that  God,  who  cannot  lie, 
the  eternal  God,  is  fpeaking"  to  his  eternal  Son  in  your 
favours.  There  is  the  furer  ground,  and  ftronger  argu* 
ment  for  your  faith,  that  you  may  fay.  Lord,  I  take 
thee  at  thy  word,  and  it  is  not  thy  word  to  me  only  ; 
if  it  were  direfted  immediately  to  me  at  the  firft  hand, 
I  am  fuch  a  black,  fihhy  monfter  of  hell,  that  I  durft  not 
credit  it ;  but  it  is  thy  word  to  tie  fair,  fair  Immanueli 
who  13  thy  heart'5  .darltng  and  delight;  in  whom  thou  art 
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welLpleafed  :'''  and  I  think  thy  word  to  him  mud  be. a 
fure  word;  and  it  is  thy  word  to  him  ccnccrrnng  me  :  ^ 
whatever  I  be,  I  ahi  fure  thoti  wilt  r/ot  go  back  of  thy 
word  to  him  ;  and  lo,  I  take  thee  at  thy  word, 'and  up*  • 
on  thy  faithful  wor^  to  him,  w;1jO  is  the  true  and  fairh* 
ful  witnefs  :  I  agree  to  that  contr^ict,  and  put  in  my 
urime*  confentin^^  to  have  him  for  a  covenant  to  me. 
O  fure  work,  if  ihslt  be  the  way  of  it  !  as  fure  as  God 
is  faithful  and  true  to  his  eternally  beloved  Son.  Well, 
toiaii^  womanj/youfigand  old,  do  youlind  in  your  heart 
thus  to  take^  the  covenant  in  the  bulk  I  Need  I  fay  any 
Inore  for  motives  f  Gonfider, 

V  I.  What  fot  a  ftate  you  are  in,  while  yoti  dre  out  ot  » 
tliis  covenant :  you  are  under  a  covenant  of  works,  and 
fo  under  the  wrath  and  vet?geance  of  God,  under  the 
bondage  and  curfe  of  the  law  ;  yea,  you  are  in  covenant 
with  heH  and  death  by  that  contraft  :  you  have  nothing 
to  exped,  but  a  terrible  death  fliortly,  and  a  horrible  . 
hell  eternally* 

2.  Confidcf,  that  this  covenant  is  the  lafl  bargain  that 
ever  God  will  make  with  you,  or  for  you :  the  covenant 
of  works  is  broken,  and  you  are  damned  for  eX'er,  iif 
you  be  not  under  another,  for  that  bargain  is  blown  up* 
This  new  covenant  is  a  plank  after  fhipwreck  \  ihougii 
it  was  contrived  ar^d  trail  faded  before  jhe  firft  was  bro- 
ken ;  yea,  from  eternity;  yet  it  is  a^new  bargain  pro* 
pofed  to  us  after  the  old  is  gone  :  and,  if  you  refufe  this 
there  is  not  another  covjnant  to  fave  you  ;  ''  There  re^  • 
mains  no  more  fitcrifice  for  fin,  but  a  certain  fearful 
looking  for  of  judgment^  and  fiery  wrath,  that  fliall  con* 
-fume  the  adverfaries.^' 

3.  Gonfider,  that  this  covenant  is  a  bargain  made  rea- 
dy to  your  hapd:  it  is  not  a  covenant  of  your  own  mak- 
ing; it  was   nrade   befbrc  the*  world    was   made,  and 

"drawn  up  in  the  counfel  of  peace :  and  the  all  of  it  pt'e*  , 
fented  to  you  in  Chrift,  who  is  the  great  ordinance,  in^ 
ftitution,  and  appointment  of  the  Father,  for  your  relief 
and  recovery  from  fm  and  mrfery ;  *'  For  him  hath  Ood 
the  Father  fealed';"  iealed  and  authorized  him  to  be  the 
bread  of  life  to  perilhing  fouls ;  fealedand  given  him  for  a 

'  covenant  of  the  peoplp :  God  hal\x  fe^\td^  ^xv^  xsi^$^ 
Vol.  L  P  ^^-^^^ 
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ready  a  covenant  for  you  ;  and  all  that  is  required  of 
yoJv  is  only,  that  you  will  not  difcredit  God,  and 
mike  him  a  liar;  but  through"  grace^  fet  to  your  feal, 
that  God,  is  true;  receiving  his  tellimony  concerning  his 
Sen. 

4.  Gonfider,  that  you  have  a  ^^ood  claim  and  right  to 
Itliis  covenant ;  or  a  warrant  to  accept  of  it :  you  have 
a  warraat,  by  the  call  and  comnicind  of  God,  to  believe; 
*'  This  is  his  comaiandment,that  ye  believe  .on  the  name- 
of  his  Son*"  You  have  a  warrant  fealed  to  you  already 
by  your  baptii'mal  facrament ;  it  was  a  fealed  right  to 
b':;lieve  in  Chriil,  and  to  take  him  for  a  covenant;  and 
you  are  obliged  thereby  to  take  hold  of  this  covenant : 
and  if  you  will  not  fet  your  hand  to  it  this  day,  you 
pradically  renounce  your  baptifm,  and  the  devil  hath  a 
firm  hold  of  you^  You  have  a  warrant  from  the  gene- 
ral, indefinite  proraife  and  publication  of  this  covenant 
to  you:  ''The  promife  is  to  you,  and  to  your  children  ;• 
and  to  you  is  the  word  of  this  falvation  fent»  I  will  give 
him  for  a  covenant  of  the  people,  a  light  to  the  Gen- 
tiles." So  that  it  is  publifhed  and  direfted  to  you,  man ; 
"to  you  woman;  you  have  a  claim  to  take  it  for  your 
own.  It  is  a  covenant  for  you,  for  every  foul  of  you 
within  the  four  corners  of  this  houfe  ;  even  you  that  are 
thinking,  O  it  is  not  me  that  is  intended:  yes,  it. is  you. 
Away  with  unbelief,  and  let  your  heart  fay,  This  is  a 
covenant  for  me.  This  is  a  believing  with  application  : 
and  wherefore  am  I  fent  here,  but  to  tell  you  that  cove* 
nunt  is  for  you  ?  You  are  welcome  to  it^  whofoevcr 
wilL  , 

5.  Confuler  upon  what  terms  you  may  have  this  co* 
venant.  On  what  terms  ?  The  condition  of  the  cove- 
i\M\i  is  already  fulfilled;  Chrifl  hath  brought  in  an  ever^ 
lafting  righteoufnefs,  and' God  hath  accepted  it^  and  is  well- 
pleafed  with  it ;  and  on  this  account  promifes  all  other 
things  freely  :  not  a  farthing  have  you  to  pay  for  this 
'x:ovenant,.  it  is  God's  gift;  >'  I  will  give  thee  for  a  cove- 
nant." There  are  but  two  words  neceflary  to  make  up 
this  wliole  bufiriefs;  the  one  is  a  word  from  God,  fay- 
ing, "  I  will  give  him  for  a  covenant;"  the  other  is  from 

y^ou,  fajring^  I  take  him  for  a  coN^U'wvt.t.otae^    Thefirft 
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•  ik^ord  is  faid  already,  ''  I  give  ;''  and  if  you  want  faiih  to 
fay,  I  TAKE,  tliis  the  covenant  hath  in  the  bofom  of  it : 
the  Spirit  to  work  faith  is  promifed  in  it ;  for  he  that 
fays,  .''  I  give  him  for  a  covenant,  fays  alfo,  I  have  put 
my  Spirit  upon  hrm,  and  he  fhall  bring  forth  judgment 
to  the  Gentiles:"  yea,  with  the  fame  breath  that  he  is 
given  for  a  covenant;,  he  is  given,  for  a  light  to  open  the  . 
blind  eyes,  and  for  liberty  to  open  prifon-doors,  Now^  * 
faith  to  take  is, covenanted  ;  and  this  whole  covenant, 
and  all  falvation  in  it,  is  laid  to  your  hand;  all  is  given, 
when  the  covenant  is  given;  Why,  Sir,  I  think  you 
leave  nothing  to  do  at  all.  Yea^  as  much  as  you  can  do, 
land  that  is  juft  nothing.  If  you  can  believe  by  your  own 
power,  then  1  will  take  back   my    word ;    but  that  I 

.  know  you  cannot  do  :  and  I  give  yoii  as  much  to  do 
as  ray-  text  allows,  which  offers  alii  when  it  offers  Chrift 
as  a  covenant  to  you;     But  will  you  tell  me,  what  thd 

.  wo.rfe  are  you,  that  you  who  can  do  nothing,  get  no- 

.  thing  to  do;  and  that  he  who  can  do  all  things,  gets  all 
the  work  and  all  the  praife  ?  Are  yen  not  pleafed  with. 
thefe  terrns,  to  have  all  freely,  without  money,  and  with- 

.  out  price  ?.  .  . 

6.  GonfiJer;  that  the  nioft  {)an  of  the  world  rejeda 
this  covenant,  and  defpifes  this  free  gift  of  God.  Th(i 
legal,  unbelieving  heart  will  not  have  Chrill  at  that  ea- 
fy  rate  ;  the  hellifh  proud  fpirit  of  man  is  not  for  tak- 
ing a  covenant  from  God,  but  for  raakiilg  a  covenant 
with  him,  for  as  bad  as  they  are  at  keeping  of  covenants : 

.  they  cannot  believe  that  God  will  give  all  for  nothing; 
and  therefore  they  will  not  take^  without  making  fome 
bargain  of  their  own  ;  yea^   they  think,  that  this  way 

.  of  taking  Chrill  for  all,  is  ail  enemy  to  hblinefs  :  and 
becaufe  they  thus  contemn  and  reproach  this  holy  cove- 
nant of  free  grace,  which  only  can  furnifli  them  with 
holinefs,  therefore   God  hath   blafted  all  their  holinefs  ; 

:    infomuch  that  there  was  never  lefs  holinefs,  nor  more 

. .  wickednefs  in  a  Chriftian  world.  1  fay,  the  mod  part 
of  the  world  rejefts  Chrin:,  the  gifted  covenant ;  few 
in  the  world  will  have  him ;  few  in  Scotland  will  have 

•  him.  And,  ''  Is  it  nothing  to  you,  all  ye  that  pafs  by  ?'* 
Do  you  think  it  a  fraall  matter,  to  fee  l\\f&  \qot\'i.^t>\0&^\^x^ 

J>2.         '  ^^- 
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the  LorJ  of  glory,  and  interpretatively  renewing  the 
bloody  tragedy  again,  that  was  a«Sled  at  Jcrufalem  fekl* 
ly  ?'  And  wHl  ye  have  a  hand  in  the  murdtjr  alio?  The 
more  they  be -that  rcj:;dl  him,  the  more  Ihould  j-e  re- 
ceive him.  He  hath  long,  been  fet  before  you  in  a 
preached  g  )fpel,  and  you  have  \ox\^  refn-'cd  him  ;  and 
you  know  not  but  this  may  be  the  lafl  communion-offer 
that  ev'er  you  will  get  of  him  ;  ''  To-day  if  ye  will  hear 
'  his  voice,  harden  not  your  hearts.'' 

7.  G.)nrider,  that  you  cannot  pleafe  God,  nor  glorify 
him  fo  much  any  way,  as  by  taking  this  gifted  cqve- 
n  lat  out  of  his  hand.  As  Abraham  ila:]^gt:red  not  at.  the 
promife  through  unbelief,  but  was  llrong  in  the  faith, 
giving  glory' to  God;  fo  to  take  this  covenant  of  promife 
is  the  way  to  give  glory  to  God.  You  will  pleafe  him 
better  thari  ever  your  fins  difpleafed  him  ;  yea,  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  pleafe  him  another  way;  for,  "  Without  faith 
It  is  impofSble  to  pleafe  God:"  but  in  this  way  you- will 
pleafe  him,  and  content  his  heart ;  yea,  you  will  give 
more  fatisfaSlion  to  his  judice  for  all  your  fins,  than 
your  everraflin;^  damnation  would  do  ;  for,  this  is  a  co- 
venant with  him  by  his  facrifiee  ;  a  facrifice  of  a  fweet- 
fmelling  favour,  giving  infinite  fatisfa.ftion  :  for' he  that 
is  given  for  a  covenant,  is  g-ven  for  a  facrifice;  by  which 
God  is  pleafed,  and  glorified  to  the  higheft. 

8.  To -name  no  more,  confider  that  this  covenant 
can  anfwer  all  obje6tions ;  and  the  very  prbpofal  ni  the 
text  is  fuch  as  may  obviate  all,  on  whatever  g'round 
you  ftate  them.  "  I  ^ill  give  thee  for  a  covenant  of  the 
people,'  a  light  of  the  Gentiles,  to  open  blind  eyes,  and  to 
bring  out  prifoners  out  of  tlieir  prifon-houfe."  There  is 
no  room,  no  place  for  any  obje6lion  here;  for  the  tenor 
of  the  covenant  anfwers  all  difficulties.  Whatever*  be 
the  prifon-hbufe  you  are  in,  this  covenant  hot  only 
knocks  at  the  prifon-door,  but  breaks 'op^n  the  door, 
and  comes  in,  faying,  There  is  my  hand  of  power  to 
help  you  but;  will  you  take  my  help?  *' O  Ifraelthou  . 
haft  deftroved  thyfelf:  but  in  me  is  thy  help."  Will  you 
have  it  ?  Let  your  heart,  fay,  Lord,  it  is  welcome.  Are 
you  in  the  prifon  of  the  loweft'  hell  that  ever  any  was  in 
upon  earth  ?  This  covenaut  cotiv^s  Co  low  as  to  lift  you 


CHRIST  THE  PEOPLE'S  COVENANT.         aag 

up,  if  you  do  nor  reje£l  the  counfel  of  God  againft  your^ 
ieives.    Would  you  vvifli  to  b(i  free  of  all  that  deadpefs, 
hardnefs,  bllndnefs,  ftupidity,  and   enmity,  whigh  you 
reckon  make   you  unfit,  a!nd  unprepared  for  coming  to 
Chrift,  ajid  taking  this  covenant  f  Why,  this  covenant 
Js  adapted  for  curing  thefe  plagues;  and  when  you  take 
this  covenant,  you  take  it  as  a  cure  for  all  thefe  difeafes, 
which  never  can  be  cured  till  you  take  this  remedy  : 
for  to  cure  yourfelves,  and  then  come  to  this  covenant^ 
is  impoflible;  but  to  come  to  this  covenant,  and  get  the 
cure  of  all  maladies  that  afT.cl  yoL,  is  God's  in/Ututed 
means  of  falvation.     Would  you  vvifh.to  be  free  of  that 
temptation^  that  you  are  no  elecl  ?  Accept  of  this  blef- 
fed  bargain,  and  your  eled'on  is  fure.     Who  dare  fay 
that  you  are  ?l   reprobate  ?  Poor  worm  of  yefterday'a, 
datc^  will  you  fpeak  as  if  you  had  been  upon  the  privy-, 
council  of  heaven  from  all  eternity  ?  Will  you  rather 
beguile  the  devil,  by  faying.  Whatever  I  be,  th5s  cove- 
nant conftitutes  my  duty,  and  therefore  I  will   veiiture 
upon  the  covenant  at  the  call  of  God?  But,  if  I  be  not  aa 
ele£l,  I  will  not  get  grace  to  venture,  or  grace  to  belitsve. 
What  mean  you,  man,  by  grace  to  believe  ?  Is  not  grace 
to  believe  conveyed  by  fucfi  a  call  as  this?  And  therefore^^ 
if  you   flight  this  call,  you  flight  the  grace  that  would 
make  you  believe;   and  therefore,^  O  let  not  the  devil 
make  a  fool  of  you. — Would  you  w^ifli  to  be  free  of  that 
temptation,  that  youhaye  finned  the  fin  againft  the  Holy 
Ghoft, '  arid  that  there  is  no  mercy  for  you  ?  Why,  if 
you  embrace  this  offer  this  day,  you  may  be  fure  you  waa 
i;iever  guilty,  nor  ever  Ihalk    Tell  me  the  claufe  of  the 
textrthat  fecludes  you  from,  meddling  with  this  covenant ;: 
and  w^hy-will  ye  debar  yourfelves?.  What  is;  the  cafe  that, 
this  covenant  cannot  anfwer  ?  Are  there  anywhere  that 
hath  faJfe  and  unconftant  hearts,  that  break  all  bonds  ?; 
O  here  is  a  fuitable  covenant  for  you.     If  you  cannot 
keep  the  cov^nant,^  the  covenant  will  keep  you.     The 
b^ftard-cov^enants  of  your  own  making  will  not  keep 
you,  but  this  covenant  will,  Jer.  xxxii.  40.    Are  there 
any  here  that  want  through-bearing  in  the  wor^d,  and 
are.  feared  from  ftraits,  and  even  temporal  difficulties  ? 
Uere  is  a  covenant  tl>at  fays,  t'  Bread  ftiall  be  ^vve.w^l\€.e^ 
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and  thy  water  fhall  be  fure;  yea,  verily  thou  ihalt  be  fed; 
and  hi  the  day  of  famine  Ihall  be  fatisfied,"  Are  there  any 
here  that  cannot  get  rtft  among  all  the  creaiufes  ?  Here 
is  a  covenant  that  fays,  "  Come  to  me^all  ye  that  areAvca- 
ry  and  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  giye  you  rell."  Ar-e  there 
any  here,  that  think  themfelves  poor,  abjeft  creaturcrs^ 
faying,  O  I  am  but  a  burden  to  myfelf^  and  a  burden 
to.  all  that  are  about  me;  nobody  carts  for  me,  and, 
1  fear  God  cares  not  for  me  ei.her;  I  am  call  out  at  all 
hands  ?  O  here  is  a  covenant  that  fays,  ^*  He  will  gather 
together  the  outcafts  of  Ilrael."  Is  there  any  here  afraid 
of  death,  and  knows  not  how  to  get  through  that  dark 
trance!  O  here  is  a  covenant  fit  for  you,  that  fays,  **  Q 
death,  I  will  be  thy  plague  \  and  death  fliall  be  fwallowed 
up  in  vifitory.'^  Arethe^e  ^ny  here  labouring  under  defer- 
tion?  Here  is  a  covenant  that  hys^  ''  I  will  lead  the  blind 
in  a  way  they  kno\y  not.  I  will  never  leave  you,  nor  for- 
fake  you.'*  Are  ye  fqr  this  covenant  ?  Is  there  any  labour- 
ing under  temptations  ?  Here  is  a  covenant  thatfays,  *'  Tiie 
God  of  peace  will  bruife  Satan  under  your  feet  ftiort.ly ; 
and  ray  grape  fliajl  be  fufficient  for  thee."  Is  there  any 
here  labouring  under  the  power  of  fm  and  corruption  i 
Here  is  a  covenant  that  fays,  ''  I  will  put  my  Spirit  with- 
in you,  and  caufe  you  to  walk  in  my  llatutes ;  I  will  fub- 
due  your  iniquity :"  yea,  he  who  is  the  covenant  fays^ 
*'  For  ybur  fake  I  farftify  myfelf,  that  you  alfo  might  be 
fanclificd.    And  again,  The  water  that  I  faall  give  him, 
fliall  be  in  him  a  well  of  water  fpringing  up  to  eternal 
life."  Is  there  any  here  faying,  I  am  a  loll  creal:ure?  The, 
covenant  is  faying,   "  I  come  to  feek  and  to  fave  that 
which  was  loft."  Is  there  any  here  faying,  Q I  have  finned 
to  the  uttermoft  ?  This  covenant  fays, ''  He  is  abletofave 
to  the  uttermoft."  If  you  fay,  you  cannot  believe ;  the  co- 
venant  fays,  Chrift,  who  is  the  all  cf  the  covenant,  is 
tlie  Author  of  faith;  and  the  Spirit  of  faith  is  given  wheu 
the  covenant  is  given;  .all  grace  is  given  when  it  is  given. 
Are  you  content  to   take  this  covenant,  and   all  the 
grace  of  it  ?  If  you  fay,  you  cannot  repent,  the  covenant 
(ays,  "  Him   hath  God  exalted  with  his  right-hand,  to 
give  repentance."     What  is  the  cafe  that  the  covenant 

f&ijm^t  %nhxv  I  Wby^  f^y  yo^>  y^^^  ^^^  c^Wvcv'^m^  aiu 
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both  wicked  and  godly,  to  accept  of  this  covenant :  but 
does  not  God  fay  lo  the  wicked,  '*  Wnat  hall  thou  to 
do  to  take  m/  covenant  in  thy  mouth,  feeing  thou  hated 
inflructi.^n,  and  caftjil  my  law  behind  thy  back?"  Very 
true,  he  fays  h,  Pi'al.  1.  16.  :  Yea,  the  voice* of  God  in 
the  law,  fays,  Vengeance  upon  yoCi;  ajid  there  is  no 
efcaping  that  venj^cance,  but  by  hearing  and  believing 
what  the  voice  of  Jod  in  the  gofpeLcoventint  fays,  and 
by  taking  it,  not  in  your^mouth  to  abufe  it,but  in  your 
heart  to  love  and  improve  it  f  )r  your  fandlfication  as 
well  as  for  your  jullifuation,  for  making  you  holy  as 
well  as  happy.  God's  covenant  is  a  holy  covenant,  and 
it  works  out  fiu,  and  advances  holinels  in  all  that  are 
under  it.  Vv^nat !  would  you  have  me  believe"  in  Chrift 
before  my  life  be  reformed?  may  fome  fay.  Yea,  I  would 
have  you  believe  in  Ghrid,  in  order  to  reformation;  and 
taking  him  for  a  covenant,  in  order  to  our  fan£t:fication. 
Why  then,  fay  you,  I  will  take  Chrift  and  ray  lulls  both* 
J  defy  you,  man:  if  you  take  him,  you  muft  let  thefe  go 
away:  yea,  it  is  impoffible  to  take  him,  and  keep  your 
lulls  too;*  for,  whenever  the  covenant  of  grace  is  embrac- 
ed, the  covenant  with  fin  and  hell  is  abandoned.  And 
therefore,  if  any  come  to  this  covenant  to  feek  ihelter 
to  any  one  lull  under  it,  it  is  no  coming  at  all ;  it  is  no 
faith,  but  fancy  :  yea,  it  U  a  mocking  of  God,  and  his 
holy  covenant^  and  will  bring  a  curie  ujx>n  you  inftead 
of  a  bleffing.  To  come  to  this  covenant  is  to  come  to  the 
Lamb  of  God,  that  take  away  the  fins  of  the  world ; 
it  is  a  coming  to  Jefus  to  be  faved  from  fin.  But  O, 
fay  you,  I  cannot  think;  that  the  covenant  of  grace  fays 
^  good  word  to  me ;  I  have  been  making  God  to  ferve 
with  my  fins,  and  have  wearied  him  widi  mine  iniquities. 
Indeed,  the  law  and  covenant  of  works  fays,  You  are  a 
dead  man;  The  foul  that  finnethftiall  die:  but  fee  what 
the  covenantof  grace  fays,  Ifa.  xliii.  24j  25.  "I,  even  1 
am  he  that  blotteth  out  thy  tranfgreffipn  for  my  name's 
fake.*'  T'ake  this  covenant  then,  and  pardon  with  it,  as 
well  as  purifi,catioii..  O!  but  what  fays  the  covenant 
to  one  who  hath  been  negle£t;ing  prayer,  and  forgetting 
(iod  all  my  days  ?  Why,  there  is  no  word  in  the  law 
for  you  butfurj;  *' Pour  out  thy  fury  ^3i^au\l\^\^^'^^icve^^^^ 
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find  on  the  families  that  cfiU  not  on  thy  name,  The.wick' 
ed  (liall  be  turned  into  Jiell,  aud  all  the  nations  that  for^ 
get  God."  Bat  there  is  a  word  even  far  iuch  in  the  new 
coven^int;  ••  I  am  found  of  them   that  fought  me  not.'* 

0  come  and  take  the  treafare  you  was  never  feeking 
fifter  to  this  day,  and  it  will  fweetly  dt^termme  you  to. 
feek  his  face  all  the^diiys  of  your  life.,  O !  but  what  will 
t'le  covenant  fay  to  fuch  whofe  cafe  you  have  not  touch? 
ed,  arid  who  think  their  cafe  namelefs,  and  that  rainifters 

'  cannpt'find  out  a  name  for  them,  becaufe  tl?ey  are  ju/l 
bidden  afiiong  the  mift  of  the  bottornlefs  pit,  among  - 
the  fmoke  of  hell,  fo  as  they  cafinot  be  found  out  ? 
V/hy,  the  covenant  hath  a  word  to  ypu  ;  Ifa,  IxiL  12. 
*'  Thou  flialt  be  called,  Sought  otit,  a  city  not  forfa- 
Ken  ;''  there  is  a  name  for  you^  thou  flialt  l>e  called, 
^^  Sought  out."  This  covenant  is  fent  this  day  tp  feek 
you  out  from  the  bottom  of  the  dark  prifon  that  you  are 
jn,  whatever  it  be:  will  you  take  the  benefit  of  this  cOr 
venaat  ?  Are  you  for  it,  man,  woman?  Will  you  have 
a  Chrift  to  be  a  covenant  to  you  ?  Young  people,  will 
you  have  hiiti,  that  you  may  not  liye  in  the  devil's  fer- 
vice  ?  Old  people,  will  you  have  him,  that  you  may  not 
die  with  the  aevil  in  your  arms?  Drunkard,  will  you 
>have  him,  that  you  may  get  a  drink  of, the  new  wine  of 
confolation  ?  Unclean  perfon^  will  you  have  him,  to  waih 
you,  that  you  may  be  fitted  to  walk  with  him  in  white  ? 
Swearer,  will  you  have  him,  that  your  tcjigue  may  be 
iliappcd.for  a  hallelujah?  Man,  woman,  who  haft  fcven 
devil's  in  you,  will  ydu  have  him,  who  hath  the  feven 
Spirits  that  are  before  the  throne  (that  is,  the  eterniil 
Spirit,  uith  his  various  operations)  that  he  m.ay  put  the 
devil  out  of  you,  and  put  his  Spirit  within  you  ?  Who- 
foever  will,  may  havp  a  covenant  this  day,  that  will 
make  you  up  for  ever. 

Is  there  any  her^  who  defpifes  all  this  love„  favinnr, 

1  will  keep  my  lulls  and  fins  fay  you  what  you  will ;  it  is 
but  a  new  fcheme,  perhaps  out  of  your  own  head;  I  have  ' 
no  fancy  for  that  covenant  ?  Say  you  fo,  man  J  then,  as 
the  Lord  lives,  you  have  fpoken  this  againft  yonr  own 
X'.k.  I  proteft  againft  you,  in  the  iwme  of  God,  and 
ihqk^  title  diiii  off  my  feetj^iu  v»/iUx^ii  ^S^vuft  yoUyThat,' 
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on  the  nineteenth  day  of  Augufl:  1722,  at  a  communion 
at  Dunfermline,  Chrift,  aud.  in  him  all  the  covenant  of 
grace,  was  ofTered  to  you,  and  you  refufed  him  ;  and 
if  you  live  and  die  in  that  mhid,  I  fummon  you  to  an- 
fwer  for  this  rcfufal,  before  his  awful  tribunal  at  th^ 
,  great  day. 

But,^  becaufe  I  am  courting  a  bride  for  my  glorious 
mafter,   I  would  gladly  fpeak  her  fair  on  her  marriag^T^ 
day;  therefore,  O  refufe/  and  defpifcr  of  Ciirift,  will  you 
bN:5ihink  yourfclf  yet,  and  take  your  word  again  ;  rijrany 
a  flight  have  you  pirt  upon  this  ^ijlorious  Chrill:,  and  ycC     ' 
be  is  content  to  take  you.  for  all  that ;  he  is  loth  to  take 
^  denial ;  and  therefore  I  would  afic,  in  his  najne,  before 
you  give  him  a  total  refufal,  will  you  tell  nie,.  AVhere 
will  you  do  better  ?  Will  a  broken  covenant  of  works 
be  a  better  bargain  for  you?    or  Avill  the  black  co- , 
venant  with  hell,  and  with  your  lufts'ancl   idols  be  a 
better   bargain    for   you  ?    or    is  the    vain,    perifliing 
\vorld  a  beUer  bargain?  No,  no;  the  devil  himfelf  doea 
not  think  fo,  whatever  he  fuggefts  to  you. 

But  again,  before  you  give  him  a  total  denial  and.ab- 
folute  refufal,  will  you  tell  ..me,  how  you  will  do  with- 
out him  ?  Or,  if  you  make  a  (hift  while  you  live,  O 
bow  will  yon  die  without  him  ?*  and  ho\r  will  you  ftand 
in  judgment  without  him?  qnd  death  and  judgment  may 
be  ^t  hand.  There  are  many  dead,  and  away  to  eterni- 
ty fince  the  lall  communion  here ;  and  this  may  be  the 
laft  communion-invitation  that  ever  you  will  get:  if  you 
refufe  Chrift  now,  it  may  be  the  laft  offer  that  ever  you 
will  get  of  him  ;  he  hath  taken  many  refufals  ofi"  your  - 
hand  already. 

And  finally,  my  dear  friend$,  before  you  refufe  him 
wholly,  think  again  what  you  are  refufing :  Is  Chrift  a 
defpicable  perfon,  of  no  more  worth  than  to  be  flightecj 
^)y  you,  aud  trampled  under  your  feet  ?  Is  he  a  hateful 
objeft,  -whom  yet  the  tongues  of  all  the  glorious  fera-? 
pWms  are  npt  worthy  to  adore  ?  Is  the  everlafting  cove-s 
nant  a  mailer  of  moonftiine  ?  Is  the  love  of  God,  the 
blood  of  Chrift,  the  eternal  interefts  of  your  immortal 
fouls,  and  the  divine  ..glory,  all  matters  of  indiffierency 
to  you?  Js  tlie  great  Jehovau,  h\s  gi\vtv^CA\xx\^\.^\sft.v 
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covenant  of  the  people,  a  contemptible  thing?  and  is 
this  a  gift  not  worth  the  taking  ?  O  no,  no,  fay  ye  j 
•furely  it  is  a  worthy  offer*  Why  then,  by  the  awful  an-, 
thority  of  the  eternafGod,  and  by  the  blood  and  bow- 
ipls  of  his  eternal  Son,  I  adjure  you  to  take  him  and  his 
Father's  blefling;  and  all  the  blefTings  of  the  everlafting 
povenant  with  him.  O  fay  you,  I  think  I  am  gained 
and  overcome  by  this  offer  and  propofal ;  but  I  know 
not  if  it  be  a  pafTing  thought  tha.t  will  vanifh,  or  a  real 
faith  that  will  abide  the  trial;  I  fear  it  be  but  loofe  worl^ 
and  a  temporary  fiafh.  Why,  man,  the  covenant  can 
refolve  you  in  that  difBculty  ;  and  it  fays,  **  Fear  not 
for  I  am  thy  God;  I  will  ftrengthen  thee  j  I  am  thy 
falvation-''  Are  you  content  to  take  the  covenant  for 
this  end,  to  difcoyer .  the  defefts  of  your  faith,  and  ta 
work  in  you  the  faith  of  God's  eleft  ?  Can  you  fay,  that 
it  is  not  in  your  faith,  but  in  Chrift  himfelf^  that  you 
are  feeking  falvation  ;  that  you  ari?  not  building  your 
faith  upon  your  faith,  nor  your  hope  upon  your  hope^ 
but  both  your  faith  and  hope  upon  the  covenant  ? 
Can  you  fay,  that  whatever  be  wrong  about  you  and 
your  faith,  yet  you  fee  there  is  nothing  wrong  about 
Chrill  and  the  covenant,  hut  that  it  is  well-ordered  in 
all  things  and  fure,  and  fuch  as  can  right  all  that  is 
wrong  about  you  ?  Can  you  fay,  however  I  ara  in.  tha 
dark  about  my  faith,  yet  I  have  fometimes  found  odt 
my  unbelief;  and,  that  I  could  no  more  believe  than  I 
could  move  the  earth  from  its  centre  ;  but  yet  the  joy- 
ful found  of  gofpel-grace  hath  touched  ray  heart,  and 
made  me  take  up  fomuch  glory  and  excellency  in  Chrift, 
that  I  think  all  the  world  nothing  in  comparifon  of  him;, 
and  1  think  ray  hearths  defire  is,  O  to  have  him  for  ray 
Prophet,  to  take  away  the  darknefs  of  my  mind ;  as  a 
Prieft,  to  take  away  the  guilt  of  my  fins ;  and  as  a  King, 
to  take  away  the  power  of  ray  lulls  !  Gladly  would  I 
have  him,  that  thus  my  foul  may  be  bleft  in  him,  and 
his  name  may  be  glorified  in  me.  Why  then,  whatever 
you  thinjc  of  your  faith,  and  of  yourfelf,  as  theblackeft 
monfter  of  guilt  that  ever  was  out  of  hell,  yet  it  feeras 
you  have  the  faith  of  God's  ele£t» 

'        ■    ■  '■       ■  I 
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J  would  very  gladly  hope,  that  fame  fouls  in  this  afir 
fembly  are.  taken  hold  of  by  the  hand  of  grace,  and  con- 
tent to  fign  this  covenj^nt  with  their  heart:  ?ind  woe'^ 
nie  that  there  fhould  be  any  here  that  would  let  all  this 

*  love  and  grace,  and  this  good  prize  go  by  them,  an4 
they  never. have  a  heart  to  it-  But  yet  ib'me  that  have 
a  heart  ^o  figti,  may  bj  faying,  O  I  cannot  write,  I  can- 
not belieye,  I  cannot  fubfcrihe,  "though  I  think  I  could 
4o  it  with  a  thoufand  good-wills.  Say  you  fo,  man  ?  I 
will  ttU  you  good  news,  Chrifl  hath  the  book  of  the  co- 
venant  in  the  one  hand,  and  the  pen  in  his  other  hand,  / 
ready  to  fet  down  your  name,  and  to  liibfcrihe  for  you ; 
only  declare  before  witneffcs  that  you  gJsifixipt  write,  and 

.  do  you  touch  the  pen,,  faying,  Ldrd>  fef tft^jrn  my  name,  ' 
confenting  to  every  article  of*  the  coyensmt,  |ind  pleafed 
with  the  whole  frame  of  it.  Say  you  fo  ?  WelJ,  it  is 
done,  for  he  hath  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer ;  ,your  name 
is  within  the  bgnd  already.  But  if  grace'  will  help  you 
to  a  new  a£l  of  faith,  a  ftronge;r  aft,  read  over  the  co- 
yfenant  again,  and  he2\r  how  the  great  Jehovah  is  fpeak^ 
ing,  and  not  I ;  and  fpeaking  to  his  only  begotten  Son 
that  lies  in  his  bofom,  faying,  **  I  give  thee  for  a  cove- 
nant of  the  people.'*  Now,  let  faith  fay,  Lord,  I  take 
thee  at  thy  word;  I  hear  thee  fpeaking  lo  thy  beloved 
Son  concerning  me  a  poor,  dark,  blind,  and  bound  Gen- 
tile ;  wilt  thou  ever  go  back  of  thy  word  to  thy  Son  ? 
No,  in  defpite  of  the  devil,  I  think  that  is  the  furell  word 
that^ever  was  fpoken  j  it  is  to  him  thou  fpeakeft,  and  to 
me  in  him  ;  and  therefore,  behold,  I  take  thee  at  thy 
word;  black  and  ugly  as  1  am,  the  covenant  can  make  * 

,  me  fair  and  clean :  thy  grac^  hath  conquered  me,  thy 
love  hath  drawn  me,  and  I  am  pleafed  with  the  bargain; 
and  I  fee  it  is  the  beft  bargain  that  ever  was  made,  for 
advancing  thy  eternal  glory,  and  my  eternal  good;  I  fee 
it  is  all  my  falvation,  and  all  my  defire;  I  fee  it  is  well- 
ordered  in  all  things,  and  fure.  Why  then,  the  Lord 
\>e  thanked  that  it  is  a  done  bargain,  and  that  God's  gift 
is  taken  off  his  hand.  And  therefore,  haying  taken  then 
the  covenant,  never  Hand  to  take  the  feal  in  the  facra- 
ment  of  his  fuppen 
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The  SUBSTANCE  of  fome  DISCOURSES 
after  tin?  Sacrament,  on  the  fame  Subjeifl. 

•   "NJOW,  my  friends,  it  were  not  fit  I  fliould  detain 
-*-  ^   you,  by  fpeaking  to  the  feveral  forts  of  people 
here ;  I  ftiall  only, drop  a  few  words  in  the  general.     I 
think,  if  my  heart  .(}?ceive  me  not,  tlie  great  thing  J 
was  helped  to  feek,   fome   time  before   this  folemnity, 
was  not  only  affillance  to  minifters,  -and  to.myfell',  fo , 
as  to  be  carried  through  the  work,  for  I  thought  that 
would  foon  come   to  little  account;  but  I  would  have 
had  a  day  of  power  among  you  t  .at  are  the  people,  that 
the  glory  of  the   Lord  m^ght   fliine  among  you.     And 
now,   what  ihall  Tfay  ?    O!  '^  To  whom  is  the  arm  of 
the  Lord  revealed  ?'*  ,  Hath  the  right  ha,nd  of  the  Lord 
done  valiantly,  even  the  man  of  his  right-hand,  whom 
he  hath  ma<]e  ftrong  for  himfelf?  Hath  the  Lord  appear- 
ed, as  yet,  for  as  much  of  the  work  as  is  over?  Or,  (hall 
wc  exped  that  he  will  appear  in  the  work  that  is.  yet  to 
follow?  'Or,  fliall  our  prayer  jufl  only  turn  to  our  bofoni 
again  ?  I  would  afk  you,  What  welcome  entertainment 
hath  Chrift,  the  Father's  gifted  covenant,  got  among  you^ 
this  day  ?  He  hath  given  him  for  a  covenant  of  the  peo- 
ple; and  v/hoof  all  the  people  have  welcomed  the  Father's, 
gift?  I  fear  there  are  many  fools  here,  that  have  a  price 
in  their  hand,  but  no  heart  to  the  bargain.     But  to  all, 
the  defpifers  of  Ghrill^  and  all  the  refufers  of  Chrift,  ia 
Dunfermline  this  day,  in  cafe  the  Lord  may  feize  you 
with  a  word  yet  before  you  go,  I  have  a  word  to  fay  to, 
you,  whether  you  have  been  at  the  Lord's  table  or  not, 
although  the  facrament-table  be  drawn,,  yet  the  cove-  - 
nant-table  is  not  drawn,  it  15  covered  yet,  and  Chrift  is 
fct  upon  it,  and  you  are  all  welcome;  for  all  that  have 
^aten,  th^re  is  bread  enough,  and  to  fpare,  in  his  Fa- 
ther's houfe  :  Chrift,  as  the  covenant,  is  offered  to  you,^ 
man;  to  you,  woman;  to  you  that  are  before  riiej  and 
behind  me,  and  round  about  me,  in  every  corner  of 
this  place,  though  I  do  not  fee  you,  yet  God's  eye  is 
v^n  youy  and  his  wor4  is  direded  to  you:  yea,  this 
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covenant  is  diredted  and  offered  to  you,  he  is  the  peo- 
ple's covenant;  let  the  people  come,  be  who  tbey  will, 
even  the  vileft  monller  of  lin  out  of  hell ;  God's  giving 
him  in  this  gofpel,  is  your  warrant  far  taking  him:  and 
if  you  will  not  hearken  to  this  gofpcIofFer  of  Chrift  for 
a  covenant  to  you,  I  charge  you,  in  God's  name,  and 
as  you  will  anfwer  at  his  tribunal,  to  declare  before  , 
him  and  your  own  confciences,  what  ye  have  to  fay  a-  . 
gainft  him;  is  it  that  you  are  not  holy  ?  Nay,  you  Ihall 
"•  ot  have  that  to  fay,  for  to  the  unholiell  foul  here,  this 
covenant  is  offered,  for  this  end,  to  make  you  holy; 
and  never  fhall  you  be  holy,  till  you  come  and  accept  of 
it,  '  Is  it  that  you  have  not  grace* to  come?  Why,  man, 
when  this  covenant  is  offered,  Chrid  and  all  the^graces 
in  him  is  oflTered,  and  among  the  fell,  grace  to  draw 
yx)u:  and  if  you  will  not  put  away  this  grace  from  you, 
it  will  take  hold  of  you. — Is  your  objeftion  this,  I  fear 
my  unbelief,  enmity,  and  ill- will,  put  aw^  all  that 
grace  ?,  Why,  that  is  the  thing  moll  to  be  feared  ;  and 
yety  if  that  bTe  indeed  your  fear,  there  is  the  lefs  ground 
of  fear;  for  this  covenant  is  offered  to  you,  to  take  away 
yoij^r  ill-will  and  enmity.  Are  you  content  to  have  God's 
gifted  covenant  for  that  c^id  ?  Really. I  know  not  what 
good  thing  it  is  in  all  the  world  that  you  want  or  need, 
but  what  is  offered  to  you  in  this  covenant  :  for  Chrill 
is  the  all  of  the  covenant;  and  he  who  is  the  all  of  It, 
is  Ai-i-.iN  all:  and  therefore,  f  charge  you  again,  before 
you  bid  him  farewel,  to  declare  what  you  have  to  fay 
againll  him,  whom  God  is  giving  for  a  covenant:  Shall 
I  take  your  filence  for  a  cbiifeffion,  that  you  have  no- 
thing to  fay  again  ft  him  ?  Then,  by  the  glory  of  God, 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  by  the  eternal  falvation 
of  your  immortal  foula,  by  all  the  joys  of  the  redeemed, 
and  torments  of  the  damned,  I  charge  you  all,  and  ^Mtr^ 
one  of  you,  to  welcome  the  covenant  of  the  people 
that  God  is  giving,  and  that  by  your  hearty  faying, 
Even  fo,  I  take  him,  as  the  Father  offers  him  in  the  gof- 
pel, to  be  a  whole  covenant  to  me,  tp  do  all  my  work 
'  in  me,  and  for  me.  What  fay  you,  drunkard,  fwearer, 
whoremonger,  fcarlet-coloured  'finner  in  Dunfermline  \ 
What  fajjou^  conjinunicant  and  fpt^^Vjot\  \\.\a.v}^ofc^ 
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the  thing  that  keeps  you  back,   is,   O  I  am  unworthy 
to  have  him;  true,  but  unworthy  monrter  of  hell  as  y6a 
are,  if  you   think  hint  worthy  to  be  received,   I  charge 
you  again,  by  all  the  blood  that  he   fl^ed  at  Jerufalemi 
.   and  by  all  the  bowels  of  compaflijn  that   move  within    • 
him,  that  you  do  not  refyfe   him,   but  welcome  God's 
gift,  Welcome  God's  Sendj  faying,  "  Bleffcd  is  he  that 
,  ^ometh  in -the  namcof  the  Lord;'*     If,  after  all,  you  are 
faying,  Stay  a  little,  Sir^  let  me  take  it  to  advifement  for 
'  fome  days:  Noj  no,  man,  womart;  I  have  no  commifli":i 
to  allow  you  a  day^  or  an  hour's  delay;  *'  .T^o-day,  if  ye 
will  hear  his  voice^  harden  not  your  heart/."  If  you  re- 
fufe  to-day,  I  know  nbt  but  you  may  be  in  hell  to-mor^ 
jow.    What  if  the  next  hour  the  breath  fliould  go  out  of 
your  body  i  and  if  your.foul  ihould  flit  out  of  your  body 
before  it  flee  in  to  Chrift^  you  are  gone^  you  are  undone  ' 
,    for  ever:  if  God's  omnipotent  grace  and  almighty  power, 
which  only  can  make  you  willing  to  accept  of  his  offer^ 
be  not  accompanying  this  call^  he  needs  not  our  apolo- 
gy ;  he  is  the  Sovereign,  that  is  obliged  as  a  debtor  to 
none  but  himfelf,   and  his  own  pleafure,  and  his  Son's 
f ighteoufnefs ;  yet  dill  you  are  obliged  to  obey  his  call^ 
and  your  wilful  rejefiting,  is  inexcufable*  And  therefore^ 
if,  after  all,   this  gift  of  God  for  a  covenant  of  the  peo- 
ple, be  flighted  by  you,  you  not  being  content  that  God 
fliould  rent  and  tear  the  old  contrail  that  was  betwixt 
you  and  your  lufls,  but  efteeming  it  above  this  covenant, 
betwixt  God  the  giver,  and  you  the  refufer,  be  it ;  let 
him  and  you   reckon  together,  I  hope  I  am  free  of 
.  your  blood  this  day,  for  there  will  be  blood  in  the  cafe : 
.  if  you  will  not  have  the  blood  of  the  everlafting  cove- 
nant to  wafh  you,  to  juftify  you,   to  fanftify  and  fave 
you,  nor  believe  that  God  gives  it  to  you  to  be  receiv- 
ed for  that  end,  then  there  will  be  blood  for  blood  i 
"  He  that  believ.eth  not  ftiall  be  damned."     Remember 
.  what  a  free  offer  of  Ghrift  you  have  gbt  this  day  ;  you 
.  have  nothing  to  pay  for  this  covenant;  "  I  will  give  thee 
.  for  a  covenant:"  you  have  nothing  to  pay  for  a  pardon ; 
the  condition  of  the  covenant  is  fulfilled  by  Ghrill,  and  in 
it  is  a  full  payment  of  all  debt;  and  therefore,  fo  freely  . 
,  is  tJie  pardou;  and  life  offered  to  you^  that  you  cannot 
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have  it  till  you  have  nothing  to  pay  for  it.  See  how  th^ 
creditor  deals  with  thcdebitor  in  the  parable,  Luke  vii.  42. 
*^  When  they  hn^  nothing  to  pay,  he  frankly  forgave 
them  both.'*  Now,  the  legal  old-Covenant  heart  of 
many  fays,  with  the  wicked  fervant,  **  Lord,  have  pati- 
ence with  me,  and  I  will  pay  thee  all  ^"  I  will  grow  a 
better  man,  I  will  fall  a  repenting  and  reforming,  and 
then  I  hopeGod  will  pardon  mer  that  man  hath  foraething 
to  pay,  at  Icaft  he  fancies  fo,  and  therefore  he  hath  no 
forgivenefs.  Biit  when  a  poor  foul  is  brought  to  this, 
Oh !  I  have  nothing  to  pay  ;  if  I  be  the  payer  of  my  own 
debt,  it  will  never  be  paid  for  me ;  the  debt  of  fatisfafilion 
will  never  be  paid  for  me  ;  the* debt  of  obedience,  the 
debt  of  duty  ;  I  have  nothing  to  pay  my  debt,  nay,  not 
the  leaft  farthing  of  the  debt,  were  it  but  a  good  thought, 
it  can  never  be  paid  by  me :  Why  then,  that  man  ftands 
fair  for  a  full  remiflion,  according  to  this  free  covenant  j  . 
*'  When  they  had  nothing  to  pay,  he  frankly  forgave  them 
both."  Are  you  for  this  new-covenant  way  of  it,  to 
come  and  bring  nothing,  and  get  all  freely  out  of  the 
covenant,  that  belongs  to  grace  and  glory,  debt  and  duty, 
happinefs  andholinefs?  Now,  what  fliall  I  fay  to  God, 
.when  I  go  back  to  my  clofet,  where  I  was  pleading  the 
lad  week,  that  he  would  fbew  his  glory,  and  draw  fome 
of  you  to  himfelf  ?  fhall  I  go  with  a  complaint  upon  you, 
and  fay,  Lord,  they  will  not  come;  they  prefer  their 
bafe  lulls  to  the  glorious  Lord  Jefus  ;  the  drunkard  pre- 
fers his  cups  to  thee  ;  the  whoremonger  prefers  his 
whoredom  to  thee  ;  the  covetous  man  prefers  the  world 
to  thee ;  the  legalift  prefers  his  own  righteoufnefs  to 
thee  ?  Shall  we  complain  to  this  purpofe  ?  Or,  will  you 
give  occafion  to  Ghrill  to  complain  upon  you  to  his  Fa- 
ther, faying,  Father,  thou  didft  give  me  to  be  a  covenant 
of  the  people,  but  therfc  is  a  people  in  Dunfermline,  that 
care  not  for  me,  and  defpife  thy  gift;  **  They  will  not  come 
to  me  that  they  might  have  life  ?"  O !  will  not  the  Father 
frown  upon  you,  when  the  Son  complains  upon  you  ? 
And,  O  if  you  continue  of  that  mind,  he  will  frown  you 
to  hell.  But,  O  ^ay  we  hope  that  fome  at  leaft  have 
fubfcribed  their  names  to  the  covenant  this  day  ?  We 
would  go  back  to  God  with  a  fong  of  ^mfemo^A^ssv^NiJvto.^ 
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and  glorify  his  name  for  the  wonders  of  his  grace;  yea, 
^  if  I  may  fo  expreis  it,  Chrill:  would  with  a  glad  .heart 
flisw  his  Father  the  copy  of  the  covenant  that  you  have 
iigned;  and  that  was  oilered  and  dircfiled  to  you,  as  to 
the  Gentiles  ;  to  thefe  that  were  under  darknefs,  blind- 
n*efs,  and  bondage^  and  in  the  prifon  of  fin^  death,  and  ' 
vrath.  \Viil  not  the  Father  be  pleafed  whpn  the  cove- 
nant-roll is  read  over,  with  the  names  of  all  tlie  fubfcrib-. 
ers  and  aflenters  to  the  covenant,  and  your  name  among 
the  reft?,  There  is  one  that  fubfcribed  his  name  thus,  I^ 
one  of  the  people,  one  of  the  Gentiles ;  I,  one  of  the  blind 
and  bound  prifonersj  affenting  and  confenting.  Well, 
may  God  fay,  was  not. the  covenant  direfted  and  ofFer- 
ed  to  the  people  of  that  name  ?  Yes,  Father^  it  was. 
Why  thenj  let  the  name  ftand  there  Fegillrated  to  eter^ 
nity,  it  fhall  neyer'be  blotted  out  for  me;  *'  Him  that 
Cometh,  I  will  in  no  wife  caft  hittJ  out.'^  Since  they  had 
no  better  name  to  fign  withal,  than  the  name  of  finner, 
apoftate,  backflider^  criminal,  leper,  blackamoor,  flave,. 
and  hell's  drudges}  yet  affenting  and  confenting  to  this 
covenant;  this  covenant  that  they  have  fubfcribed,  fliall 
makes  their  names  better  than  that  of  fons  and  daughters. 
They  fliall  l]ave  a  name  among  the  living  in  Jerufalem; 
even  a  new  name,  and  t!!e  white  ilone,  that  no  man 
knoweth,  but  he  that  receiveth  it. 

'  Now,  as  we  have  a  commiffion  from  the  Lord  to  tell 
you,  that  you  are  welcome  to  him  ;  fo,  O  !  fliall  we 
have  a  commiflion  from  vou,  to  tell  him  that  he  is  wel- 
come to  you  ?  Since  God  the  Father  declares,  that  you 
are  welcome' to  his  Son,  faying,  •'  1  will  give  him,  for  a 
covenant  orthe  people:"  fliall  We  go  and  tell  him,  O 
God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  the  people  at 
the  facrament  at  Dunfermline,  have  taken  thee  at  thy 
word,  and  are  fayingin  their  hearts,  thy  Son  is  welcome 
to  them?  P  if  CJirill and  you  welcome  one  another  this 
day,  whether  it  be  the  firft  welcoming  to  fome  of  you, 
or  a  confirming  welcoming  to  others  ;  if  he  and  you,  I 
fay,  be  welcoriiing  one  another  this  day,  Glory,  glory 
to.  God  that  ever  this  day  dawned.  Eternity  will  be  . 
duration  little  enough  to  praife  him  for  this  day.  Glory, 
glory  to  God  for  the  three  happy  meetings ;  glory  to 
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liim  for  the  happy  meeting  betwixt  the  divine  and  hu- 
man nature  in  one  perfon,  and  that  is  the  glorious  Per- 
fou  given  to  be  a  covenant  to  you  ;  glory  to  him  for 
the  happy  meeting  betwixt  juiHce  and  mersT-y,  who  have 
kiflod  one  another,  and  faid,  We  are  both  pleafed,  and 
are  honoured  by  him,  who  is  given  for  the  covenant 
of  the  people  ;  and  glory  to  him  for  the  hapny  meeting 
betwixt  the  Saviour  and  the  finner,  b;:twi:it  the  covc- 
hant  and  the  people  :  Is  it  a  meeting  indeed  !  Hath 
the  Lord  God  of  the  Hebrews  met  with  you  in  Dun- 
fermline ?  Hath  the  covenant  taken  hoid  of  your  hearts  ?. 
O  glory  to  him,  for  it  is  a  meeting  never  to  part ;  the 
covenant  will  never  quit  its  holding  again  :  iiwd  there- 
fore, ''  As  you  have  received  Chrill,  lb  walk  you  in 
him  ;"  as  you  hiye  received  God's  gifted  covenant,  fo 
make  ufe  of  it,  and  improve  iti 

When  you  find  you  have  no  righteoufnefs,  look  to 
the  t.ovenant  to  furnifh  you  ;  ''  For  his  name  fliall  be 
called,  The  Lord  our  rigtiteousness."  When  you 
find  yoa  have  no  itrength,  look  to  the  covenant  to  fur- 
nifli  you  5  for  it  fays,  '^  My  ilrength  ihall  be  perfeft  in 
thy  weaknefs/'  When  you  find  you  have  no  life  nor  live- 
line  fs,  look  to  the  covenant  to  furnilh  you;  for  it  fays,  *'  I 
am  the  refurreftidn  and  the  life."  When  you  feel  little  of 
the  Spirit's  influences,  lock  to  the  covenant  to  furniih 
you;  for  it  fays,*'  I  will  pour  water  upon  him  that  isthirf- 
ty,  and  floods  on  the  dry  ground."  When  you  find  you 
hi\ve  much  fin  and  guilt  in  and  about  you,  look  to  the  co- 
Venanf  for  pardon;  for  it  fays,  "  I, even  I  am  he  that  blot- 
teth  out  thy  tranfgreluons  for  my  name's  fake."  •  When 
'  you  find  your  \\xf\^s  and  corruptions  to  be  powerful  and 
prevalent-,  look  to  the  covenant  for  mortification;  for  it 
lays,  **  Sin  fhall  not  have  dominion  over  you,  for  ye  are 
not  under  the  law,  but  under  grace. ^'  When  you  find  lit* 
tie  or  no  holinefs  taking  place  in  your  hearts  and  ways, 
look  to  this  holy  covenant,  and  it  will  make  you  more' ho- 
ly  than  ever  the  covenant  of  works  could  do ;  for  this  co- 
venant of  grace  does  prefent  the  law  with  a  perfc£l  holi- 
nefs j  whether  yott  take  it  as  the  law  of  works,  or  a  rule  of 
life  in  the  hand  of  a  Mediator.  As  the  law  is  a  covenant:  ^ 
of  works,  the  believer  hath,  by  vWxs  cw^t^'^wV^ 's.^^^^vV<^ 
Vol  A.'  Q^  \\^v- 
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haliaefs:  in   his  hand,   a  divine   righteoafn^^s  anfv^^ering" 
tvo  that  :  and  as  the  law  ts/d  rub  of  lifey  in  the  hand  of^ 
"ChiilU  the  bcJiiever  bath,  by  this  new  covenant,    a  per- 
ic'St  holii^efs  alio,  not  only  by  virrne  of  bis  union  to 
CLfllt  the  foiintaia  of  holj-ncfs  ;.  but  in  bis  own  perfon  ; 
he  bath  a  ptirffcuian  of  parts  here,   and  a  ptirtedion  of 
degrees- hereafter*     But  lis  to  this  perfection  of  parts  in    , 
U'Aic^  it  is-  ittwleed  nvany  times  fo  lowr  ihatt  t.:e  believer   " 
cafii  l>.'5rJ1'y  difcern  it. 

Why,  may  nie  fav,  The  thing  that  frighteifs'  nre^  is^ 
bit  I  be  a  practical  Aiicinomian,  and  a  gpfpel-bypocrite ; 
bcicaule,  though  I  think  my  heart  goes  in  to  the  ofter  of 
plirili;:;^  a  c  )vcnant,  yet  I  cannei^r  find  tbepowerful  and 
fanfti lying  virtue  of  th's  cdvcriant,  to  dellroy  my  lulls  and  * 
c©rrupiions,  ijut  iiiil  inicjuity  preVarls  againfii  me  >  and  cant 
I  take  comfort  in  the  covenant  in  that  cafe,  witbout  abuf-- 
mf7  frfea-  c^race'  to-  RcemibufiTcfo?  For  clearing  this,  I  fliall 
only  far  to  yoa>  that  if  yoa  can-  nourifh  and  cberilh  fin^ 
and  yet  take.con^fortin  tbe  covenant^  that  comfort  is  fufpi- 
ciour,-like,  and  flows  from  a  fancy,  and  not  from  the  faitb 
oF  GsXps  operation;  for,  '^  He.that  hath  this  hope-^  puri- 
fiech  himfeif,  eve^n  as  God- is  pure."^  Faith  purifies  the 
beartj  W'here-ever  it  ifs  in  e^iercife?  and  to  take  comfort 
in  or  frarfi-  the  corenartt,  and  yet  take  pleafure  in  fin,  at 
the  iLinie  tini-e,  icr  a  dre^m,  and  a  dehifion  that  the  believ^ 
c';*  ::a';nju  be  uiid.-r,  unlefs-  he  be"  in  a  fit  of  tei-r^ptation. 
IVil  as  to  fin  prevailing;  fin  m.ty  prevail  againll  a  be* 
licvcr,  and  yet  he  may  have  comfort  in'the  covenant;  as- 
Divid  had,  when  he  fays,  "  Iniquities  preVa'l-  againil 
mj;''  theV  are  againll  my  will,  againd  my  heart,  againlt- 
iViy  prayers,  agaitVil  my  inclinations;  and  he  immediately 
adJsy  ''  As  for  our  tfranfgfeffions,  thou  fhak  purge  them 
away^"  Pfal.  Ixv.  3.  But  thdu>  poor  foul,  that  fays  you 
never  found  the  f^nctifying  Vinue  of  the  covenant? 
Whv,  did  you  never  get  grace  to  wreflle  againft  fin? 
tliat  is  f(3!^1e^  virtue.  Doth  prevalency  of  fin  never  bum- 
ble you  to  the  dull  ?  that  is  fome  vinue.  Do  you  fee 
and  lament  your  own  unholinefs  ?  that  is  fome  virtue. 
Doth  the  fenfe  and  feeling  of  the  power  of  fin  never 
make  you  long  for  complete  victory  and  freedom  from 
£n  /  chat  is  foinQ  virtue*     D\d  \.\^t  i^owtt  ot  ^  Viod^  oC 
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death  never  make  you  look  upon  yourfclves  as  wretch* 
eJ.  fayin;:^,  O  wretched  p'jrfon  that  I  am!  who  fliall  de- 
liver me  from  it  ?  that  is,fome  virtue.     Did  the  preva- 
fency  o£  fm  never  force  you  to  the  blood  of  Chritl,  the 
fountain  open  lor  fin  and  for  urtclcannefs  ?  that  is  fome 
virtue.     Are  you  plad  of  any  viftory  you  got  over  your 
, corruption?  yea,  that  is  fome  virtue.     How  do*you  find 
it  with  you,  when  the  light  of  the  covenant  is  fliining 
on  your  foul?  Do  you  not  find  your  heart  rifing  againil 
fin  ?  Then  that  is  fome  virtue.    How  do  you  find  it  with 
you  between  hands,   when   iniquity   is  prevailing  ?    Do  . 
you  nor  Hnd  yourfelf  uneafy,  and  out  of  your  element^ 
ay  till  the  Lord  return  ?  That  is  fome  virme. — Do  not 
deny  the  fanftifying  virtue  of  the  covenant:  and  what  can 
be  the  reafon  of  it,  that  though  you  fign  the  covenant, 
and  go  in  to  it,  yet  you  find  fo  little  of  its  powerful 
fanaifying  virtue  ?  I  will  tell  you  one  reafon  of  your  in- 
ftability  and  inconflancy  this  way:  Tt  may  be,  when  you 
fijTjned  the  covenant,  you  put  hot  your  name  at  the  foot 
of  the  bond,  but  fet  your  name  too  far  up,   as  if  you 
were  a  party-covenanting;  you* are  to  fign  as  a  party-con- 
fenting,  but  nojt  as  a  party-contrafting :  The  covenant 
'  v^as  drawn  up,  and  figned  by  two  unchangeable  parties 
from^  eternity,  the  Father  and  the  Son  ;  and  you,  for- 
footh,  -would  have  your  name  in  the  midft  of  the  con* 
traft,   as  if  you  were  promifing  and,  contradtlng  forae- 
thing  for  your  part  conjunClly  with  him,  who  is  the  firfl: 
and  the  lafi,  and  the  all  of  the  covenant.     Remember 
you  are  but  a  poor  aflenter  at  befl ;    and  therefore  put 
your  name  lower  down  ;  for  your  work  is  Juft  to  do 
nothing,  but  to  confent   to  take  him >  to  do  all  your 
work  in  you,  and  for  you :  for,   fays  the  Lord   in  my 
context  here,  "  My  glory  will  I  not  give  to  another.^'  He 
accounts  it  the  ftanding  of  his  glory,to  perform  all  that  is 
within  the  covenant;  and  he  will  not  let  any  black  fcullion 
of  hell,   like  you  or  me,   count  our  doits  *  among  his 
gold.     The  higher  place  that  you  take  for  your  name 
in  the  covenant,  ihe  more  unconftant  are  you  ;  but  the 
lower  place,    the  more  ftable  :    Therefore,  when  you 

*  An  n net fnt  piece  ofCmnU  Scots  coppeT-com,  *m  V3\u^  Owi  V^O&Ocw  >jf^\X^ 
^pennv  {tcillno ,-  u  chstt  thut  .curreiu,  but  aoi  i<i  ug\<. 
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fign  the  covenant  anew,  put  your  name  fartlier  down, 
below  his  who  is  the  covenant  of  the  people:   let  him- 
be  the  all  of  .*the  covenant  to  you  ;  the   worker  of  all 
your  work,  and  you  but  an  on-wailcr;  for  his  glory  he 
will  not  give  to  another, 

Perhaps  fome  ni:iy  be  faying,  O  Sir,  the  thing  that 
fears  me  at  this  occafion,  is  this,  I  am  put  all  in  confa- 
lion  with  the  dilT-rcnces  that  art:  among  yoa  that  are 
miniiters  ^'.  V/nat  do  I  know,  but  the  reproach  of  a 
new  fchefne  does  jultly  belong  to  fome  of  you,  and  that 
I  may  be  in  a  delufion  ?  What  do  I  know,  but  your 
way  of  Opening  the  covenant  of  grace  may  be  fuch  as 
others  will  call  an  enemy  to  the  law,  and  to  holinefs  ? 
WhVi  what  ihall  I  fay  to  you,  poor  creature?  Let  God' 
be  true,  and  every  man  a  liar.  The  Lord  forbid  that 
we  fliould  I'peak  wickedly  for  God,  and  talk  deceitfully 
for  him.  If  chere  be  any  perfcn  here,  that  never  found 
this  dodlrine  of  grace  have  any  other  tendency  than  to 
lead  them  to  Ucentioufnefe,  I  will  pledge  my  lil-e,  that 
he  is  not  a  believer,  but  a  perfon  ignorant  of  the  my- 
ftery  of  the  gofpel.  But  what  fay  you,  believer?  can- 
not your  experience  bear  witnefs  for  God,  and  his  gra- 
cious covenant,  that  however  vile  and  unholy  you  find 
yourfelf  to  be,  yet  when  the  new-covenant  cord  of  free 
grace  is  wrapt  about  your  heart,  does  it  draw  you  to  the 
love  of  fm,  or  to  the  love  of  holinels  ?  The  more  lively 
faith  you  have  of  Chrlft's  being  your  treafure,  your 
righteoufnefs,  your  covenant,  your  all  for  debt  and  du- 
ty both,  do  you  not  find  holinefs  the  more  lovely  to  yon, 
and  his  love  conftraining  you  the  more  to  delight  in  his 
lervice  ?    Let  the  word  of  God,  and  the  experience  of 

all 

*  At  the  time  wlien  this  Sermon  was  preached  (v'lz.  Aiii^nft  19.  1722.")  the 
coiuclt  about  the  Marrow  DocVine  was  upon  the  fieW  :  FirR-occailoned  by  a 
new  iinprefri).!  of  a  book,  inthled,  ^Flie  Marrow  ot  Modem  DlvinUy,'  with  a 
recommendatory  preface,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  James  Hag,  mimllcr  of  Carnock, 
as  a  book  d:*l«gned  to  vindicate  the  docl-.ine  of  Free-Grace  ;  which  book  the 
Gfncrnl  A{Vei-»ibly  1720,  by  lieir  fifth  Act,  leverely  animadverted  uj^n,  and 
concK-nncd  levcral  precious  important  truths,  throU:>,h  the  (ides  thereof:  And 
thrur»,h  a  Re prcf.n ration  was  given  in  by  fome  minilhrs  (among  whom  ouf 
Author  was  one)  lo  the  AHlmbly  1721,  laying  open  the  dan-:^erous  confecpience 
of  the  laid  Aft,  yet  the  Airembly  1722,  by  thoir  feventh  Acl,  farlhei*  expl  lin.d, 

corrhorattd,   and  confirmed  the   faid  fifth  Act. As   this   aliair  occalioned 

a  very  con/iJerabh  dirfcrence,  both  amono  tmrnCteis  ai\d  ^jcvv^Vt  \  C^  v3ak  much 
.ffu/  fasrvc  4is  a,  key  to  this  pafla^e. 
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all  the  faints,  in  an  agreeablenefs  thereto,  decide  matters 
of  this  fort.  Bat,  O  puor  believer,  do  not  fall  out  with 
Chriil,  though  even  many  of  his  fri-.-nds  fhould  differ  with 
one  anoLlu.T;  bt  not  Humbled  in  a  day  of  reproaches  and 
off^nc^s  :  ^'  Blelfcd  are  lliey  tliat  fliall  not  be  offended 
at  Ciiriit."  Let  your  hearts  go  in  to,  the  off^r  of  Ghriil 
as  a  Govcnai:it,  to  make  you  both  holy  and  happy. 

Now,  if  you  have  got  little  this  da}%  leave  the  com^f 
plaint  upon  yourfelves,  for  God  and  liis  ordinances  are 
not  to  bl  imc;  your  iniquities  do  ftp  irate  betwixt  you  and 
your  God  ;  and  yet,  lay  not  you  have  got  noihing,  if  you 
have  got  [mH  a  crumb;  for  a  crumb  is  foniething  that 
indicates  that  there  is  yet  more  coming  in  the  Lord's 
time  and  way.  Why,  what  is  a  crumb?  11  you  arc 
made  more  humble  than  you  was,  that  is  a  crumb, 
Have  you  ^ot  more  infight  into  the  covenant?  that  is  a 
crumb.  Have  you  ^ol  more  defire  after  Chrift?  That 
is  a  crumb.  A/e  you  longing  ;n3re  to  be  free  of  fin, 
and  like  unto  Clirill ;  that  is  a  crumb:  Have  you  got 
fo  much  as  gives  you  a  Ilomach  for  another  nuirriage- 
fupper  ?  that  i3  a  crumb.  If  you  have  not  got  fo  mucli 
as  a  crumb,  believer,  it  may  be  waiting  for  you  in  a 
clofet,  *or  a  fecret  corner ;  and  in  the  mean  time,  the 
Lord  may  be  calling  you  to  rcfleft  upon  fome  old  by- 
pail  experience,  when  you  got  a  more  fenfible  hold  qf 
the  covenant  than  now  ;  and  to  live  by  faith,  and  \^ait 
at  wifdom's  door.  And  you  that  have  been  fed,  and 
fca'fted  this  day,  O  refolve,  through  grace,  henceforth, 
St  Hated  war  againft  all  Chrift's  enemies  within  you  and 
without  youi  and  do  all  you  can,  to  keep  the  ground  you 
have  gained  upon  enemies  ;  and  fit  not  down  fecure, 
otherwife  Satan  will  foon  trip  up  your  heels  ;  ly  not 
down  to  fleep  after  n;eat ;  for  God  hath  fed  you,,  to  run 
the' race  that  was  fet  before  you,  and  to.  ftrive  who  fliall 
run  fafted  in  the  way  to  heaven,  following  Chrill  the 
Forerunner.  You  are  to  foll'ow' none^  but  as  they  fol- 
low Chrift  :  the  molt  godly  miniftera  are  but  limited 
examples  ;  you  are  to  follow  them  fo  far  as  they  fol- 
low  Chrift,  but  no  further;  *'  Be  ye  followers  of  me,  faid 
Paiil,  as  I  am  of  Chrift.'*  Take  the  word  of  God  for 
your  rule^  and  go /pel- truth  for  ygut  &.^iv<i^x^^  ^."^^  ^^ 
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rather  that  there  are  many  in  this  generation,  who  wouM 
be  content  that  fonie  gofpel-truths  were  fcratched  out^ 
of  the  Bible;  biit  let  your  prayer  be,  "  Lord,  Send  forth 
thy  Jight  and  thy  truth,  that  they, may  guide  jjie."  ' 

In  a  word,  your  life  niuft  be  a  living  by  faith  upon 
the  covenant,  the  unchangeable  parties,  the  Father  an(i. 
the  Son.  Here  is  a  fure  ground  or  faith  ^  whereas  the  rea-r 
fon  of  your  ftaggering  is,  becaufe  you  put  in  yourfdf 
as  the  one  party,  who  are  but  a  changeable  creature^ 
that  alters. every" moment :  but  it. is  concluded  betwixt 
two  unchangeable  parties,  whereof  none  of  tbe^i  ever 
repents  the  bargain,  O,  fays,  the  poor  foul,  though^  I 
have  been  helped  to  confent  to  this  covenant,  and  fub- 
fcribe  it  with  all  my  heart,  yet  I  fear  I  play  the  devil, 
and  ray  heart  break  loofe  again.  Yea,  it  may  be  fo, 
but  this  covenant  fays,  I  will  draw  you  to  heaven,  if 
you  were  a  devil ;  I  will  draw  you  back  again  though  you 
were  even  in  the  very  mouth  of  hejl,_  And  I  thinks 
you  will  find  he  hath  done  fo  heretofore,  believer,  wheu 
you  thought  you  was  lb  far  down  in  the  pit,  that  the. 
Lord  would  never  return  again  to  lift  you  up ;  be  haiK 
returned,  and  furprifed  you;  and,  it  may  be,  hath.  done. 
ioj  at  this  occafion.  Qblefs  hijn,  and  ferve  bun,  and  im- 
prove his  covenant;  yea,  let  me  tell  you,  believer,  yon 
having.embraced  the  coveuijnt,  it  lies  upon  God*s  bo- 
nour^to  keep  you,  becaufe  he  Hands  engaged  to  his  Son; 
his  word  of  honour  is  pall:,  ' 

Some,  it  may  be,  are  Hill  queftioning  their  right  to^ 
believe,  their  right  to  take  Chrift,  their  right  to  fub-. 
fcribe  to  this  covenant ;.  they  Hand,-  as  it  were,  at  ilte 
back  of  the  door,  faying,  What  right  have  I  ?  Indeed, 
if  you  were  a  party  and  a6lor  in  this  ^covenant,  yoa 
might  fpeak  at  that  rate  ^  but  that  you  are  not:  you  are 
only  to  be  affenter  and  confenter.  Your  legal  heart 
dreams  always,  that  God  will  not  accept  of  you,  unlefs 
you  do  fo  and  fo:  but  know  that  God  and  Chrift  do  all 
jhere  ;  and  they,  have  -  bound  themfelves,  by  this  cove^ 
iiant  to  do  all :  and  if  you  do  any  thing,  ftay  till  yoa 
be  able  to  do  more  than  God  hath  done,  than  Chriil 
hath  done ;  and  that  will  never  be.  God  engaged,  in 
fl;is  covenant,  to  hold  Chriil'&  bavvd>  ^.ud  to  uphold,  hira 
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in  the  work  of  rederantion :  the  Father  bears  equnl  bur- 
<leii*in  the  work;  and  all  the  three  perlbns  of  the  j^lori- 
ous  Trinity  had  an  equal  wilt  to  il;  and  thcr^ifore,  fee-  • 
ing  a  Trinity  hath  done  it,  the  wark  is  <:ompletely  dor.e, 
O  what  fools  are  they  thca,  that  refufe  to  join  in  with 
this  Gbv^^nant,  Uccaufe  of  their  own  (lioM-comir.r,  s::d 
becaufe  they  cannot  do  fo  and  fo?  Vv'iiy,  you  can  do  all 
that  you  are  bjund  to  do  in  t!iis  covenant,  and  that  is 
juft  nothing -at  all;  for  Chfilt  is  the  covenaiit,  and  t!<e 
ALT^  IN  ALL  of  it.  if  cv^r  you  do  any  thing  in  God's 
light  acceptable,  k  is  the  covenant  of  grace  that  does  it 
in  you.  But  now,  as  to  your  right  to  co^iie  to  this  co- 
venant; what  riglit  would  you  have,  but  mifchief  and  mi- 
fery  to  be  a  right  on  your  part;  and  th^  offer,  call,  and 
command- of  heaven  to  be  a  right  on  (iod's  part?  There 
is  all  the  right  to  bejieve  that  I  know-.  You  wo^ild  have  h 
a  right  foimded  upon  fom£  righteoufnefs  i)f  your  own  : 
you  would  have  in  yDur  clouted  cloke  with  his  fair  robe ; 
but  God  will  have  none  of  your  blackened  righteoufnefs. 
The  right  is  now,  welcome  a  hard  heart,  te  get  fofiening 
grace  Oiit  of  this  covenswit.:  welcome,  guilty  foul,  to  get 
pardoning  grgce  out  of  this  covenant:  w^Jcome,  filthy 
fmner,  to  get  fancl'fying  grace  out  of  this  covenant : 
welcome,  chief  of  finners,  finner  above  all  finners,  weJ- 
come  to  come  and  get  falvation  otit  of  this  covenant. 
Will  you  then  objcva:,  awd  fay,  O  I  cannot  tijru  from 
fm,  and  I  mull  do  ti^at  before  I  come  J  Why,' man,  will 
you  tell  me,  who  biit  the  devil  taught  you  to  take 
Chriil's  room,  s^nd  to  take  his. work  a.'id  employment 
out  of  his  hand?  ''  His  j!amc  is  Jefiis,  becaufe  he  faves 
from  fin."  *Or  let  him  in,  and  he  'will  fpeak  for  himfelf ; 
he  will  fpeak  to  the  devil,  Stand  by,  for  I  have  broken 
your  hea^;  lie  will  fay  to  fm.  Stand  by,  for  I  have  con- 
demned you  by  thefacrifice  of  myfelf.;  V  Ke  condemned 
fin  in  the  fiefli :"  yea,  he  will  fay  to  juftice,  Let  me 
through  to  heaven,  with  all  my  ranfotned  at  nx^'  back; 
for  I  have  gir^n  you  full  faiisiadtion.  O  let  iiim  fpeak. 
for  himfelf.  Chri'tt  hath  got  t:ie  guiding  of  all  about 
the  covenant;  and  when  wc  tajcc  h'lxn,  v/e  take  holinefs^ 
with  him  ;  we  take  pcrfeft  holiuefs  in  him  for  juftifica- 
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tion  ;  and  wt  get  an  imparted  holinefs   from   him  for 
fanftificalion.     Wnat  is  the  reafon  of  your  \vant  of  ho- 
linefs ?  Bccaufe.  you  do  not/take   Chrift :  what    is  the 
reafon  that  fome   who  take  Chrift,   have   little  hblinefs 
about  them  ?  Even  becaufe  they  take  him  very  aukvvardr 
ly,  if  I  may  fo  call  it ;  they  take  him  bi^ckwardly.     If 
we  were  better  at  taking  what  God  gives,  we  would 
find. more  holinefs   fpringing  up  ;  whole   taking  of  him 
would  make  whole  hclinefs  to  you  ;  but  your  broken 
taking  of  him ,  makes   broken  holinefs.     O  !  I^*e  is  the 
Performer  of  the  covenant,  and  the  performance  iifelf; 
the  Doer  of  all  pur-  work  in  us  and  lor  us.     And  if  our 
taking  him,  and  believing   on  him   were  more  perfeft, 
our  holinefs   would  be  njcre  too  ;  for  faith  purities  the 
heart ;  a  poor  lejin  faith  makes  poor  lean  obedience  and 
fantVificaiion,  ^   O  if  you  could  get  Chrilt  once  in  your 
arms,  you  get  all  tiiat  the  Father  hath  promiled  :  but 
•  poor  foul,  the  bed  way  for  you,  when^you  find  your  own 
weaknefs  and  wickednefs,  and  fear  the  Father's  wrath^ 
is  to  take  Chrift^  as  it  were,  and  Ihut  him  into  the  Fa- 
tiicr's  arms,  and  that  will  ple^fe   him  :  when  you  get 
Chriil  in  your  arms,  you  want  no  more,  you  have. all 
ycu  need  ;  and  when  God  the  Father  gets  Chrift  in  his 
arms,  he  ivants   no  more,  he  hath   all  that  he  fecks  ; 
''  This  is  my  belovtd  Son,  in  wliom  I  am  well-pleafed.'* 
Know  this   covenant,  as  it  is  enlarged  upon,  in   the 
text  and  context. 

I.  It  is  a  covenant  for  light;  a  light  tp  the  Gentiles, 
Chrift  is  ttie  wifdonf  -and  light  of  poor  fouls,  and  teachr 
es  them  all  the  good  lefTons  that  they  learn  :  what  lef- 
fons  docs  he  inftruft  them  in  ?  V/hy,  he  tells  thern 
\v^iat  is  the  way  to  heaven,  faying,  ^'  I  am  the  way  :'* 
he  preaches  himfelf,  and  it  well  becomes  him  to  do  To.-— . 
Ke  ftiev/s  them  how  a  man  is  made  full  by  emptying 
himfelf ;  "  When  I  am  weak,  then  am  I  ftrong."  If  any 
fay,  I  will  da  m.y  part  of  the  covenant,  he  his  part;  why, 
that  is  all  VvM'ong;  if  you  make  him  not  the  all  of  the 
covenant,  you  make  him  nothing. — He  teaches  a  man 
how  to  difcern  his  voice,  "  My  flieep  hear  my  vpice,'* 
He  caufes  them  to  difcern  a  fpiritual  preaching,- a  gof-^ 
pal  pr<^:ichwg  ^  a  fpiritual  prayer,  ^  f^ltitual  exercife. 
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Some  will  tell  us,  it  is  the  great  and  learned  men  of  the 
world  that  know  preachinfy  bell  :  true,  ibme  learning  • 
may  make  them  know  how  words  are  ranged  together,; 
but  he!  who  is  the  li^ht  of  the  Gentiles,  makes  all, 
whom  he  f'avingly  enlightens,  to  know  his  voice  in  a 
preaching  ;  '^  Tiie  fpiritual  man  judgeth  all  things." — >. 
H'J  teacties  them  to  read  God's  will  out  of  a  providence; 
and  to  fee  more  of  God  in  fome  providences,  than  o- 
thers  fee  In  all  his  ordinances :  he  teaches  them  to  make 
ufe  of  the  eiyjmics  weapons  againfl  themfelves.  Why, 
fays  Satdn,  v»/ill  fu^h  a  vile  thing,  as  thou  art,  come  to 
Chrill  ?  Yea,  iays  the  foul,  becaufe  I  am  vile,  I  am  the 
jnore  fit.— rile  teaches  them  how  to  dwell  befide  the 
fountain,,  and  how  to  live  near  God;  and  the  man  that 
doth  this,  cannot  always  live  ^ipon  two  prayers  in  the 
day.  You  that  never  knew  any  more  about  prayer  than 
your  morning  and  evening  fet-times  of  prayer,  it  feems  ' 
you  was  never  taught  by  him  that  is  th^  light  of  the 
Gentiles.  O  take  him,  and  he  will  teach  you  hew, to 
cry,  Abba,  Father  ;  and  to  rejoice  and  work  righte-  . 
oufnefs,  O  when  Chrill  comes,  and  difcovers  himfelf 
to  the  foul,  with  his  robes  royal  on  him,  that  foul  is 
filled  with  joy  and  peace  in  believing. 

2.  It  is  a  covenant  for  fight ;  "  To  open  blind  eyes  : 
A  man  that  is  called  Jesus,  opened  mine  eyes,"  fays  the 
blind  man.  O  there  are  many  forts  of  blind  people,  that 
need  to  go  to  Chrift  for  opening  their  eyes  :  fome  arc 
blind  Atheifts,  who  fay  in  their  hearts,  **  There  is  no 
God ;"  they  fee  not  the  majefi:y  of  God,  they  fee  not  the 
jultice  of  God,  they  fee  not  the  grace  of  God,  etc.  O 
that  they  were  flocking  to  him  who  is  the  opener  of 
blind  eyes. — Some  are  blind  Civilians  ;  they  are  very 
civil  in  their  walk,  but  as  fai*  from  grace  as  the  former : 
they  do  not  difcern  the  things  of  Ood ;  -know  nothing 
about  cafes  of  confcience:  there  are  fome  men's  prayers 
znd  preaching  they  underiland  not,  if  they  be  fpiritual  and 
/evangelical ;  the  man  knows  not  himfelf,  but  is  pure  in 
his  own  eyes  :  his  neighbours,  it  may  be,  will  call  him 
a  good  man,  an  honeft  man,  and  be  judges  himfelf  to 
be  what  people  call  him:  and  yet  he  is  a  rebel  andtrai- 
\\gv  to  God  :  he  hath  not  much  ill  \i;^\  xr'*.^^  c^^  ^Vyaik.- 
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lenge;  but,  O  there  are  many  things  that  God  can  chaU 
knge  him  for.  God  can  fee  his  vice  in  the  thing  that' 
Jje  thinks  to  be  virtue  s^nd  innocence;  he  may  pray,. and 
is  content  and  conceited  to.  hear  himfelf  pray,  and  he 
fees  no  fault  in  his  prayers.  O  have  not  Ibch  need  of 
Chrift  to  open' their. eyes  ?-Tr-Some  are  blind  rn  the  matr 
^ers  of  religion  \  they  think  all  their  fins  are  fins  of  in, 
firmity  :  no  doubt  we  are  finners,  fay  ^ley!,  ^tnd  great 
fmners;  whqvvants  their  faults  more  than  we?  O  blind 
foals !  kqo'vV  that  Chriil  is  the  opener  of.  blind  eyes. 
T.iere  are  blind  perfons  that  know  their  bodily  cafe, 
but  not  that  of  their  fouls ;  they  obferve  bodily  provi- 
dences, but  nqt  f^Lil  providenciis:  they  know  not  down^ 
callings  nor  upnAngs  of  foul.  O  !  go  to  Chriil,  and 
Jie  will  let  you.fee.^-^So.me  are  blind  with  refpeft  to  any 
dlllind  knovvJedge  of  the  gol4')el;  they  fee  not  the  ground 
of  faitii;  they  would  build  their  faith  on  th^ir  little  piece 
of  holinefs,  ratiier  than  on  God'.s  holy  covenant,  that 
only  can  make  them  holy  :  and  hence  their  holinefs  is 
always  to  feck:  they  fee  not  how  a  man  is  juftified  in- a 
moment,  by  an  inward  right^ouinefs  complete  and  full ; 
tbey  fee  not  how  j unification  can  be  complete,  without 
fomewhat  of  their  own,  to  make  it  look  fair  in  God's 
fight.'     O  feek  into  Chrilt,  that  he  may  open  youreye.s! 

Again,  many  are  blinxl  with  refpedt  to  true  faith  ; 

they  cannot  give  a  reafon  of  their  l^ith  ;  they  have  loll 
their  text,  and  cannot  g'.ve  a  qjround  upon  w^hich  they 
believe:  it  may  be,  they  will  fay,  they  have  believt^d 
all  their  days.  O  ftranger  to  faith  .^  The  Son  of  God 
is  given  to  b£  the  opener  of  blind  eyes,  he  is  a'covenant- 
cd  Eye-falv£  fo.r  all  blind  people.     But  then, 

.3.  It  is  a  covenant  for  liberty;  to  bring  the  prifoners 
out  of  the  prifo.n-houfe.  The  Son  of  God  is  tlie  Ibofer  of 
prifoners,  by  his  covenanted  indenture  with  the  Father; 
^'  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  God  is  upon  him  ;  for  he  hath 
anointed  him:"  Why,Chrift  knows  all  the  priibn-houfes, 
and  all  the  bands;  he  was  made  like  unto  us  in  all  things, 
fin  only  excepted:  "  Such  an  High-prieft  became  us,  who 
is  holy,  harmlefs,  undefiled>,  feparate  from  fmners."  Yea, 
Chrifl:  carries  all  tl:;^  keys  of  the  prifon-houfe;  ''The  keys 
p/JjdJ  3^4  d^^th  are  in  hi§.  \\wA  \  tve.o^ens^  and  nons 
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fhuts;  and  fliuts,  and  none  opens."  The  devil,  it  may  be» 
hath  the  poor  loul  bound  hand  and  loot  in  the  priibfi  ; 
but  in  conr^^s  the  Kin;^  "of  nations,  the  ringle  of  whole 
keys  makes  all  the  devils  tremble,  and  he  orders  the 
jaylor  to  remove  his  chains;  then, ''Dumb  and  d^^iffpirit^ 
'I  charge  thee  to  come  out  of  him,"  laid  Chrill  to  the  pof- 
feil  man  in  tiie  gofpel;  lb  fays  he,  wlien  he  comes  to  loofii 
a  prilbner.  Thou  wicked,  unclean  fpirit.  I  charge  thea 
to  come  out;  thou  covetous  and  worldly  fpirit,  I  charge 
thee  to  come  out;  thou  atheiltlcal,  unbelieving  fpirit  ^ 
thou  lying  and  fwearing,  thou  drunken  and  debauched 
fpirit,  etc.  I  charge  thee  to  come  out,  let  that  foul  go 
free  ;  and,  "  If, the  Son  mc^ke  you  free,  then  are  you  free^ 
indeed."  It  may  be  the  law  hath  tHeman  in  chains;  for,^ 
by  the  law  is  the  know^ledge  and  conviction  of  fin.  The 
law  cohies  and  feeks  liis  mailer's  rent,  faying,  Pay  what  • 
thou  owell;.  and  the  Spirit  of  God  comes  along  with  the 
law,  and  convids  the  mj^n,  and  he  every  day  hears  him-, 
felf  proclaimed  over  the  crois,  as  it  were,  and  put  to 
the  king's  horn,  there  being  many  bonds  regiftrate  up- 
pn  him;  he  is  cj\rried  tp  prifon^  and  there  he  lies,  fear-. 
ing  the  wrath  of  God,  and  the  execution  of  the  curfa 
and  threatening  of^ the  holy  law.  But  behold,  the  Son  of 
God  comes,  faying,  '.'  Open  to.  me  the  gates  of  righteouf- 
reis:"  his  naipe  is,  The  LoRp  our  righteousness. 
The  law  is  exceeding  broad,  but  there  is  a  righreoufnefs 
as  broad  as  it  can  be.  Many  are  long  in  thi?  prifon,  ■ 
becaufe  they  take  a  threatening,  and  dw^ll  upon  that ; 
but  believe  the  gofpel -pro  mile,  and  take  hold  of  the 
gofpeUrighteoufpefsj  an'd  you  fliall  be  loofed-  Others.  * 
dwell'  long  in  this  prifon,  becaufe,,  if  they  take  a  pro- 
mife,  they  take  a  conditional  promife;  and  make  no,  ' 
right  ufe  of  it;  fuch  as  that,  **To  you  that  fe  r  my  name^ 
fhell  the  Sun  of  righteoi^fnefs  arife."  There  is  a  fweet 
promife,  the  Sun  ofrighteoufnefs  his  arifihg;  but  then  th^ 
condition  of  fearing  his  name,  that  cuts  off  their  fingers, 
and  hinders  them  from  applying  it,  be^caufe  they  thinU 
they  want  the  condition :  tjierefore,  man,  either  tak^ 
an  abfolute  promife,  that  hath  no  condi  ion  in  it  at  alU 
promifmg  the  condition  too  ;  or  elfe,  if  ypu  apply  thj^ 
toAC^tional  promife,   take  Chrill  for  lii^  coTdSxxcsrcs.  \si^ 
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make  up  all  to  you,  and  then  you  will  find  a  loofmg  of 
prifon-bands.  If  you  will  not  be  content  every  day  and 
every  hour  of  the  day,  to  be  in  God's  common,  in  free 
graces  common,  you  will  ly  and  rot'  in  your  prifoh, 
Many  abide  long  in  this  prifon,  becaufe  they  would  wil- 
lingly live  to  two  hjilbands,  both  Ghrift  and  the  law. 
We  cannot  live  to  Chrilt,  unlefs  we  be  dead  to  the  law, 
Gal.  ii.  X9.;^  but  the  man  would  embrace  Ghrift  for  a 
fculband,  and  yet  ftand  feeking  to  anfwer  the  demands 
of  the  law:  btjt  whenever  the  law  demands  any  thing  of 
you,  you  muil  feqd  the  law  to  Ghriil,  that  he  may  an^ 
fwer  it;  and  then  you  will  be  loofed.  Some  abide  long 
in  prifon,  becaufe  they  build  the  faith  of  God's  love 
on  the  work  of  Go  J,  and  not  on  the  truth  of  God  ; 
and  hence  it  is,  that  when  God's  work  within  thera 
languifhes,  their  faith  langui/lie's  alfo;  but/aith  will  ne- 
ver be  firm  and  ftable,  till  it  build  more  upon  the  truth 
of  the  covenant.  The  ftable  Chriftian  lives  by  bills  of 
exchange ;  but  the  weakj  unftable  foul  cp'ints  all  by 
what  he  hath  in  his  pdcket ;  by  what  he  hath  iii  hand,, 
and  not  upon  what  he  hath  upon  bond.  But  how  does- 
Chrift,  the  ■  covenant  of  the  people,  open  the  prifon- 
doors?  Why,  he  even  teaches  the  foiil  to  fay,  Let  Satan, 
fin,  juftice,  and  the  law  come  along  with  me  to' Ghrift; 
and  what  I  cannot  anfwer,  he  can;  whs^t  J  want,  he  hatli 
enough  to  fupply.  Gome,  and  lay  all  my  fins  on  my  back,^ 
that  I  may  away  to  Ghrift  with  them,  and  get  more  mer- 
cy and'grace ;  for  Ghrift  is  the  all  in  all  of  this  new 
covenant:  and  in  this  way  the  prifoner  is  loofed, 'to 
the  devil's  fliame,  and  to  Ghrift's  honour.  Stand  to  your 
liberty,  poor  foul,  and  let  your  fms  and  wants  haften, 
and  bring  you  forward  to  venture  upon  Ghrift,  that  he 
may  loofe  you.  O  that  the  day  of  the  Son  of  man  were 
come,  when  Zion  will  get  a  thoufand  atheifts  at  a  draught, 
Uhen  Ghrift  will  get  a  multitude  of  prifoners  liberate  ! 

4.  It  is  a  glorious  covenant,  contrived  wholly  for  glo- 
rifying God,  and  debafmg  felf;  therefore  it  follows,  *'^I 
am  the  Lord,  that  is  ray  name;  my  ^ry  will  I  not  give 
to  another,  normypraife  to  graven  images."  God  accounts 
it  the  ftanding  of  his  glory,  to  perform  all  that  is  in  thisL 
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covenant  and  not  to  give  any  creature  a  Ihare  of  it ! 
he  will  nut  break  his  credit,  havinor  once  engaged  hira- 
feif  in  covenant ;  and  he  will  not  ilifler  any  to  gather  .up 
the  rent  and  revenue  of  it  but  hinifeif ;  "  My  glory  v/ill 
I  not  give  to  another,"  It  (lands  on  his  glory,  his  word 
of  honour,  his  word  royal;  he  himfclf  will  do  all,  and 
no  inftrument  fliall  have  the  glory  of  it.  If  you  give  in- 
llruniems  any  of  the  glory,  it  is  the  way  to  biafi  the  in- 
ftruments  ;  and  blafted  may  they  be,  rather  than  that 
Chrill"  Ihould  want  any  of  the  glory  due  unto  bis  nanie. 
Therefore,  for  the  Lord's  fake,  if  ye  get  any  tliing  this 
day,  do  not  give  the  glory  to  any  initrument ;  for,  fays 
God,  "  I  am  the  Lord,  tliat  is  my  name,  and  my  glory 
will  I  not  give  to  another.'*  And,  for  his  glory's  fake, 
do  not  think  of  doing  any  part  of  the  work  yourfelves; 
there  (hall  none  get  any  of  iiis  glory  but  himfclf.  Means 
belong  to  you  ;  and,  in  God'^  name,  I  charge  you  to 
make  ufe  of  them ;  and  the  obligaiions  to  duties  ^ies 
upon  you;  but,  if  you  have  any  regard  for  the  glory 
oi  God,  let  God  have  the  glory  of  the  whole  perform- 
ance :  not  I,  but  grace ;  either  the  Lord  will  bring  you 
to  this,  or  he  will  bring  you  to*  nothing.  Let  it  be  your 
maxim  in  religion,  to  make  always  much  room  for  the 
free  grace  of  God  in  Chrift. 

What  fhall  I  make  of  this  you  have  been  telling  me ! 
Why,  have  your  hearts  gone  into  the  covenant  6f  free 
grace  ?  Then  I  call  you  to  a  duty,  fuch  as  you  have,.Yer. 
19.  *'  Sing  unto  the  Lord  a  new  fong,  and  hispraifea 
from  the  ends  of  the  earth."  Whence  you  may  noticev 
that  when  God  is  giving  a  full  and  free  covenant,  then  it 
is  a  fit  time  to  injoin  a  duty  ;  for  then  the  man  is  at  this, 
O !  what  (hall  I  render  to  the  Lord  ?  Nothing  advances 
boliniefs  fo  much  as  the  getting  a  full  and  free  coveiiatjt ; 
and  he  is  the  covenant,  and  the  whole  of  the  covenant: 
why  ?  beicaufe  Chrift  walks  in  the  niidft  of  the  covenant ; 
and  when  the  covenant  comes,  he  comes  ;  and  his  very 
prefence  warms  the  heart,  and  that  warmnefs  enlarges  it, 
and  then  the  man  is  at  that  with  it,  **  I  will  run  the  way 
of  thy  conmiandments,  becaufe  thou  enlarged  my  heart.*' 
Yea,  when  the  free  covenant  comes  to  a  man,  and  gets 
the  throne,  then  bolinefs  will  run  ot  coxxt^^-  ^\\^  ^^^- 
rownefs  of  your  thoughts  of  free  ^tac^  >KSi\^^i's^  ^  ^^"^^ 
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holinefs ;  for  Chrift  'will  not  fit  down  where  the  cove- 
nant gets  not  the  throne,  Wnen  the  free  covenant  comes j 
it  makes  Self  go  to  the  door,   and  bids  .pride  be  gone ;   * 

^for  holinefs  hath  a  charge  never  to  lodge  in  the  fama 
room  with  pride.  When  the  covenant  conies  in,  pride 
goes  out ;  and  when  pride  gd6s  dUt,  holinefs  comes  in ; 
for,  He  gives  grace  to  the  bumble ;  and  the  moll  fweet- 
ly  humbling  thing  in  all  the  world,  is  a  view  of  the  free 
cfivenant,  where  God  gets  all  the  glory,  and  Self  no- 
thing of  it :  nay^  when  the  covenant  comes,  it  makes 
Self  think  fhanie  of  itfelf,  and  hide  its  ,faCe  \vith  blufhes. 
In  a  word,  when  the  covenant  comes,  it  contains  in  its 
bofom  all  the  furniture  that  is  rteceffary  for  making,  a 
man  holy ;  and  alfo,  this  covenant  Ihews  to  a  man  that 
much  is  forgiven  htmj  and  when  much  is  forgiven  hirrii 
he  loves  much*  And  where  there  is  much  love,^there 
is  true  holinefs,  for  the  love  of  Chrift  conftrains*  him  ; 
therefore,  where  this  covenant  never  comes,  holinefs  , 
never  grows;  but  when  the  covenant  of  grace  in  its 
freedom  and  fulnefs  takes  place  with  a  foul,  there  ho- 
linefs flourifties.  Would  you  know  wherefore  there  is 
fo  much  wlckednefs,  and  ib  little  holinefs  in  Scotland4 
for  all  the  talking  of  holinefs,  as  if  thejree  difpenfatiori 
of  gofpel-grace  would  marr  it?  The  very  feafon  is.  Lit- 
tle of  this  covenant  is  known ;  men  keep  fall  hold  of 
their  fins,  becaufe  they  will  not  take  hold  of  this  cove- 
nant. Where  there  is  nothing  of  this  covenant,  there 
is  no  hdlinefs ;  where  little  of  this  covenant,  there  is  lit- 
tle holinefs ;  and  where  much  of  this  covenant  takes 
place,  there  if  much  holinefs. 

The  new  covenant  brings  in  the  new  fong,  ver*  lo. 
«*  Sing  unto  the  Lord  a  new  fong ;"  and  the  new  fong 
is  the  new  obedience;  and  the  new  obedience  is  the  obe- 
dience of  feith  arid  love  ;  and  that  obedience  of  faith  and 
love  is  gofpel-holinefs.  O  then,  let  the  gofpel-covenant 
have  room,  or  holinefs  will  never  thrive  and  increafe  : 
take  in  the  covenant,  and  it  will  make  you  fing;  '*  Sing 
to  the  Lord  a  new  fong  and  his  praifes  to  the  ends  of 
the  earth;  for  he  that  offereth  praife  glorifieth  Gtod  :'• 
and  the  more  you  glorify  God,  the  more  will  yourholi- 
nefs  be  like  that  of  the  redeetned  ^Vsov^^  ^wVvo^t^  tuning 

the  new  fong  in  the  new  lerui^al^m* 
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The  World's  Verdict  of  Christ* 
and  his  ^'ollgwkrs;  or,  the  truly 
Devout'  ridiculed  and  reproached  by 
the  Profane.* 

IsAiAii  viii.  18. 

S:^hold,  I  a'ld  the  children  w  horn  the  Lord  bath  given  me^  are 
for  fg7is  a^idfor  ivonders  in  fjruel ;  from  tie  Lord  of  bofti,^ 
'which  divelleth  in  'mount  Zion. 

T^HE  fubjefts  I  have  lately  difcourfed  upon,  compar-* 
^  ed^vvith  this  text^  will  hold  forth  to  us  a  fourfold 
rerdifl  concerning  Chrilt,  the  glorious  Redeemer  of  an 
elect  world,  i.  The  Father's  verdift  concerning  hini, 
faying,  "  I  have  jrtven  him  for  a  covenant  of  the  people, 
a  light  of  the  Gentiles." f  2,  The  Spirit's  verdict 
concerning  him,  witneffing  in  his  behalf;  "  Hfe  fhall  tefti- 
fy  of  me.''  3.  His  own  ferdift  of  himfelf,  faying,  **  I 
and  my  Father  are  one."  J  4.  The  world's  verdift  of 
him  and  his  followers,  "  Behold,!  and  the  children  whom 
the  Lord  hath  given, me,  ^are  for  figns  and  for  wonders  in 
IfraeL" — In  the  firlt,  the  Father  commends  him  to  us 
by  his  approbation  ;  **  I  will  give  thee  for  a  covc;iant  of 
the  people."  In  the  fecond',  the  Spirit  commends  him  to- 
us  by  his  atteftation;  **  He  fliall  teftify  of  me,"  In  the 
.third,  he  com^mends  hinflelf  to  us  by  his  jiroclamation  ;; 
*'  I  and  my  Father  are  one*"  Bat  in  tlie  fourth,  the 
world  difcommends  and  entertains  him  with  deteftation; 
•*  Behold,  I  and  the  children  whom  the  Lord  bath  given 
me,  31*6  for  fi^ns 'and  for  wonders  in  Ifrael." — Behold," 
how  the  Father's  gift  is  defp  fed,  though  he  grave  him  for 
a  covenant  of  the  people !  Behold,  how  the  Spirit's  tefti- 

mony 

*  This  fcrmon  was  delivered  by  our  Author  in  his  owa  church  at  Dunfcrmn 
line,  Doc   i6.  172J1. 

"i*  See  the  preceding  fermon.  \, 

^  77jc/e  m£>  iaiMLy ciiU  have  not  yet  appc wed  m  ^vvrix* 
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mony  is  rcjetSled,  while  he  teftifies  of  Ghnft  !  Behold, 
how  his  own  declaration  is  neglected,  flicwing  that  he 
and  his  Father  are  one  !  Behold,  how*  unworthily  this 
glorious  one  is  entertained,  by  the  generality  who  hear 
of  him  ;  even  with  prodigious  marks  of  reproach  and 
contempt  upon  him  and  all  his  children ! 

It  might  have  been  thought  that  Chrlfl  and  his 
friends  fliould  be  better  entertained,  b^''  the  people  of 
the  world,  feeing  he  is  given  of  the  Father  to  be  the 
covenant  of  the  p'ijopk  :  yet  the  moll  of  people  are  fuch 
firangers  to  their  true  interefl:-,  fuch  apoftates  from,  and 
enemies  to  Glirill,  that  his  bed  friends,  are  ready  to  meet 
with  thei  greateft  dppofition,  when  they  are  mod  employ- 
ed in  witnefling  for  him.  But  that  he  whom  the  Father 
hath  given,  for  a  covenant  of  the  people,  will  ftill  havd 
fome  friends  "amongft  the  people  to  witnefs  for  him,  is 
evident  from  that  word ;  "  He  Ihall  teftify  of  me.;  and 
ye  alfo  fhall  bear  witneis."  And  furely  they  iliall  have 
no  reafon  to  be  afhamed  of  their  teftimony  concerning 
him,  feeing  he  is  fuch  a  glorious  perfon,  that  he  arid  his 
Father  are  one,  in  efTence  :  and  yet  what  treatment  his- 
witnefling  friends  are  to  expeft,  even  in  Ifrael,  is  declar- 
ed in  this  text,  by  their  glorious  Leader ;  "  Behold^  I 
and  the  children  whom  the  Lord  hath  given  me,  are  for 
figns  and  for  wonders  in  IfraeL" 

That  you  may  not  apprehend  w*e  miftake  the  fcope  of 
the  words  ;  it  may  be  here  afked,  "  Of  whom  doih  the 
prophet  here  fpeak  i  of  himfelf,  or  of  another?"  We  an- 
swer. He  fpeaks  both  of  himfeif  and  of  another;  That 
he  fpeaks  of  himfeif,  is  evident  from  the  context,  which 
you  n>ay  view  at  your  leifure:  and  that  he  fpeaks  of  ano- 
tl}er  alfo,  is  evident  from  H^b.  ii.  13.  where  this  very 
text  is  cidbd,  and  applied  to  Chrilt ;  "  Behold,  I  and  the 
children  whom  thou  hall  given  me."  So  that  here  the 
prophet  is  the  type,  and  Christ  the  Antitype  :  there- 
fore, hence  it  is  evident,  that  in  difcourfmg  upon  this 
fubje<Sl,  I  will  not  deviate  from  the  fcope,  while  1 
apply  it  either  to  Chrift, .  or  his  fervants  and  friends  : 
and  while  I  confidcr  it  either  as  the  lariguage  of  the  pro- 
phet, the  type,  fpeaking  of  himfeif,  and  his  children, 
convened  by  his  -means  and  \n&x\xm^^\.^V\X'^  •>  ?i^d  fo 
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iriay  be  applied  to  all  the  faithful  ambaffadors  of  Chrift, 
and  their  converts  ;  or,  as  it  is  the  language  of  Christ, 
the  Antitype,  fpeaking  of  himfelf,  and  of  all  his  friends 
and  followers,  who,  of  his  owiVwill,  are  begot teh  jind 
regenerated  by  the  word  of  grace  :  ''  Behold,  I,  and  the 
children  whom  the  Lord  hath  given  me,  are  for  figns  and 
for  wonders  in  Ifraeh" 

The  fcope  of  this,  and  feveralfollowing  chapters,  is  to 
ihow  the  great  deltruclioa  that  was  fhortly  to  be  brought 
upqn  the  kingdom  of  Ifracl,  by  tlie  king  of  Alfj  ria.  Tor 
their  fins.     In  thefe  times  of  public  calamity  threatened 
and  impendent,' the  prophet  comforts  the  people  of  CJod, 
ver.  II.  with  the  fame  comfort,  wherewith  himfelf  had 
been  comforted  of CJod ;  ''  For  the  Lord  fpake  thu^  to  me, 
withallrong  hand,  and  inftrufted  me,  thatlfliouldnotwalk 
in  the  way  of  this  people."     Where  we  may  remark,  i. 
That  there  is  a  pronenefs  in  men  to  walk  in  the  way  of 
the  people  they  live  amongll,  tho'  it  be  not  a  good  w^ay : 
the  beft  of  men  are  prone  hereto.    2.  Thofe  whom  God 
loves  and  owns,  he  will  enable  them  to  fwim  againfl  the 
ftream  of  common  corruption,  tho'  they  fliould  be  called 
fingular. — ^In  thefe  times  of  dilbefs,  the  Lord  alfo  cauti- 
ons his  peopl^-,   b/  the  prophet,  againfl  a;l  finful  fears-, 
Ver.  12.  "  Say  you  not,   A  confederacy,  to  all  them  to 
whom  this  people  fliall  fay,  A  confederacy;  neither  fear 
ye  their  fear,  nor  be  afraid."  Be  not  affociate  with  iheni 
iior  afraid  of  their  confederacy:     When  the  church's 
enemies  have  fmful  confederacies  on  foot,  the   church's 
friends  (hould  watch  againft  the  fmful  fears  of  thefe  con- 
federacies.    And  efpecially,  it  concerns  us,  in  time  of 
troiible,  to  Watch  againft  all  fuch  fears  as  put  us  upon  r\ny 
indirefl  courfes  for  our  own  ffecurlty;  or  any  finful  Ihiits 
to  fhun  the  crofs. — He^next  advifes  them  to  a  religious 
fear,  ver.  13.  *'  Sanftify  the  Lord  of  hofts himfelf,  and.lec 
him  be  your  fear,  and  let  him  be  your  dread."    The  be- 
lieving fear  of  God  is  a  fpecial  prefervative  againft  the  dif- 
quiet  and  fear  of  man :  and  they  that  truly  fear  God,  ftiall 
not  need  to  fear  any  evil;  for,  He  fliall  be  for  a  fancluary 
to  them,  though  to  otheV-sJie  will  be  a  ftone  of  ftumbling, 
over  which  they  will  fall  to  ruin,  ver.  14,  15.     Tl^.ey 
who  .are  heJped  to  keep  up  the  i^zx  ol  O^^^  •a.^AV^^v:.'^ 
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down  the  fear  of  man,  ^vill  ftncl  God  to  be  their  refuge; 
while  the  wL'ked,  and  all  their  confederates,  though 
hand  join  in  hand,  Ihall  ntn  go  unpunifhed,  but  (lumWe 
aiid  fail  into  djfpair  and  ruin.— -In  ver*  16.  we  have  the 
unijteakabte  privilege  which  the  pco[>le  of  God  enjoy,  in 
-having  the  oracles  •  f  God  intruded  to  them;  the  fcrip- 
tiirj,  as  a  testimony,  to  direct  our  faith;  and  a  law, 
to  tiireft  our  praft'ce  :  it  is  God's  proclamation,  under 
the  broad  feal  of  heaven ;  it  is  the  ^^ood  thia^^  commit- 
ted to  them  that  are  diiciple^. — In  ver.  17.  we  have  th^ 
iife,  the  good  ufe  we  are  to  make  of  this  privilege:  and 
this  we  are  taught  by  the  prophet's  own  practice  and  re- 
folution;  hfc  embraced  the  law  and  the  lefiimony,  and 
had  the  comfort  of  it,  amidft  all  the  difcouragemeilts 
he  met  wirh.  What  counfel  God  had  given,  ver.  12. 
the  prophet  here  follows,  ver.  17.  *'  I  will  wart  upon  the  • 
Lord,  that  hiderh  his  face  from  the  houfe  of  Jacob,  and  I 
will  look  fof  him»"  God  was  frowning  upon  his  people; 
and  then  the  prophet  was  waitinj^  and  looking.  When 
Gjd  is  hiding  his  face,  and  threatening  to  come  in  a 
W.17  of  judgment,  even  then  his  people  fliv)uld^3  at- 
teiiJing  upjil  him,  'and  expecting  his  return,  in  a  way 
oi'  nurcy  t  and  thofe  that  wait  upon  T^>od,  by  faith  and 
p.  lyer,  may  look  for  him  wi'.h  hope  and  joy. 

B  1:  no\\',  while  the  prophet  was  takino;  this  courfe, 
It  \v.i5  jaJ^bJ  to  be  an  impradent  and  ridiculous  thing 
\\  h'un;  h3  and 'his  dlfciples,  amoa;^ft' (vhom  the  Taw 
and  tclimony  was  fealed,  were  fcolEed  and  mocked, 
contvl'mni-^i  .aid  reproa:hed  for  it ;  "  Behold,  I  jand  the 
cijildren  jwf^honi  the  Lord  hath  given  me  are  for  figns  auJ^ 
Wonders  in  liVacjl."*  Wi>ere,  for  a  iliort  divifion,  you 
may  obferve  thefe  fix  follovving  things> 

1.  Tiie  note  of  admiration  or  lamentation,  Behoi-d!* 
'  Tnc  propliet  ridmires  that  godlinefs  Ihould  be  fo  itrange  : 
or,  he  laments  the  fin  of  that  age,  that  piety  and  religi- 
on jh  yak\  be  fuch  a  (Irange  thing  among  th(3m. 

2    We  have  the  party  that  is  here  derided,  Contemn- 
ed,  and  wondered   at;   "  I  and  the  children   whom  the 
Lord  hath  given  me  :"    the  prophet  and  his  difciples, 
^linhlers  and  their  converts,  Ghrift  and  his  friends. 
J.   ObfsrvQ  the  mark  o£  re^ro^di  ^xA  ^^tv'fiLQxv  ^>3i 
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upon  them ;  they  are  figns  and  wonders  ;  they  are  look- 
ed upon  as  prodigies  and  monfters,  and  turned  to  matter 
of  fcorn  and  ridicule. 

'  4.  We  have  the  people  that  are  guilty  of  this  h»gh 
contempt;  and  this  is  the  fpecial  confideration,  fpeaking 
it  to  be  matter  of  wond.^r  and  lamentation  ;  it  is  in  11- 
iracK  If  it  had  been  ia  E::ypt,  and  among  heathens,  it 
would  not-Jiave  .been  fuch  a  ftrange  matter:  but  that 
they  Ihould  be  for  fi.jns  and  wonders,  even  in  Ifrael ;  or, 
treated  with  contempt  by  a  people  profeffing  the  true 
religion,  this  is  the  more  llrange. 

5.  We  have  the  fpring  of  this  difpenfation;  it  is  from 
the  Lord  6f  holts.  God,  by  his  providence,  hath  fo  or- 
dered it:  he  hath  a  fovereigri  hand  in  over-ruling  thefe 
things,  for  th6  trial  of  his  people,  wherein  men  have  ^ 
liiiful  hand. 

6.  We  have  the  gfound  ot  6bmfort  that  the  children 
of  God  have  under  all  thefe,  and  fuch  like  difcourage- 
ments ;  and  this  is  implied  in  the  titles  that  are  here 

'afcribed  untd  him  ;  in  that> 
.   (i.)  He  is  the  Lord  of  hofts^  who  hath  all  the  hofts 

of  heaven  and  earth  at  his  command  ;  in  fo  much,  that: 
the  reproachers   and    defpifers  of   his  people,    can  da 
them  no  harm  ;    yea,   cannot  touch  one  hair  of  their  . 
head,  aiiy  further  than  he  gives  them  liberty  and  per- 
miffion. 

(2.)  He  dwells  in  mount  Zion;  there  were  the  fymbols 
of  his  prefence,  and  the  ark  that  was  a  type  of  Ghriil ; 
fo  that  bis  dwelling  in  mount  Zion  points  out,  not  only 

,  his  prefence  with  his  people,  but  his  dwelling  upon  a  " 
throne  of  grace  and  mercy ;  as  a  God  in  Chrift  reconcil- 
ing thcs  world  to  himfelf.  He  dwelleth  in  mount  Zion, 
manifefting  himfelf  to  his  people,  ready  to  hear  their  pray- 
ers, and  receive  their  complaints  ;  ready  to  fatisfy  their 
defires,  and  fanftify  their  croffes,  and  fupport  theni 
under  their  fufferings  and  reproaches  for  his  name* 
Though  for  the  prefent  he  hide  his  face  from  the  houfe 
of  Jacob  ;  and  the  time  of  Riding,  be-  alfo  a  time  of  re- 
proach, wherein  they  fuffer  contempt  ancl  ignominy; 
yet  he  dwelleth  in  mount  Zion,  fo  as  they  know  wher« 
to  find  him;  and  recover  the  fi2h\.^otV{vax%  . 

Rz  ^^^^ 
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'    Now,   inftead  of  adducing  many  obfetvations  from 
the  words,  1  fliall  infill  mainly  upon  ^his  one, 

Obsehv.  That  as  it  hath  been,  To  it  is  flill  the  lot  of 
CbrilVand  his  friends,  whether  rainifters  or  people, 
who  bear  his  image,  to  be  held  as  monfters ;  hated, 
contemned,  reproached,  and  wondered  at :  Orthus^ 
Chrift  and  his  people  are  the  world's  wonder.  **  Be- 
hold, I  and  rhe  children  whom  the  Lord  hath  given 
me,  ard  for  figns  and  for  wonders  in  Ifrael." 
In  the  profecution  of  this  propofition,  1  would,  as  the 
Lord  may  ailid,'  ^flay  the  following  things. 

I.  Offer  fome  remarks  for  the  further  application  of 
the  text. 

II.  Adduce  fome  fcripture  palTages  for  the  confirmati- 
on of  the  doftrine. 

III.  Enquire  into  fome  of  thefe  marks  of  reproach, 
that  ufe  to  be  caft  upon  Chrill  and  his  followers. 

IV.  Affij^n  the  reafons  of  the  doftrine,  whence  it  comes 
to  pafs,  that  they  are  thus  held  as  monfiers,  and 
for  figns  and  for  wonders  in  Ifrael. 

v.  Deduce  fome  inferences  for  the  application  of  the 
whole  fubjecl. 

I.  We  propofed  to  ofier  fome  remarks  for  the  further 
explication  of  the  text:   and  there  are  thefe  fix  follow- 

.  ing  remarks  evident  in  it. 

E.c-mark  i.  *'  That  converted  perfons  are  the  children 
*'  of  Cliritl,  and  the  children  of  thefe  minifters  by  whom 
^'  they  are  converted.'*  They  are  the  childfen  of  Chrifl:, 
as  being  the  only  author  of  their  regeneration  and  adop- 

.  tion;  '*  Behold,  I  and  the  children  whom  God  hath  given 
me,"  faith  Chrift,  Heb.  ii.  13. — ^They  are  the  children  of 
minifters,  as  being  the  inftruments  of  their  regeneration 
and  new  birth;  "  My  little  children,  faith  the  apoille,  of 
whom  I  travail  in  birth,  till  Chrift  be  formed  in  you,** 
Gal.  iy.  19.  And  again,  i  .Cor.  iv.  15.  "  In  Chrill  I  . 
have  begotten  you  thro'  the  gofpel.'*  And  2  Cor.  xi.  2. 
*'  I  have  efpoufed  you  to  one  Huflrand."  Chrift  is  the 
everlafting  Fatherof  all  believers  :  and,  as  a  father  pities 
his  children,. [d  .wiU  he  pvty  \3icm\  .fox^  ot  bda  own  will. 
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begat  he  them,  by  the  word  of  truth.  Minifters  are  the 
iallruraental  fathers  of  all  thofe  to  whom  the  Lord  blef- 
fes  their  rainillry,  as  the  inllrument  of  their  regenerati- 
on. But  no  fooiier  doth  the  church,  the  wonlan  fpoken 
of,  Rev.  xii.  bring  forth  any  children  to  God,  than  the 
dragon  ftands  ready  to  devour  them,  as  foon  as  they  are 
borii.  *'  liehold,  I  and  the  children  whom  thou  hall 
given  rae»  are  for  figns  and  wonders.'' 

Remark  2.  **  That  it  is  the  power  of  God  that  con- 
**  verts  and  regenerates  any  that  are  converted  and  re- 
^*  generated  by  the  word:  "  Who  is  Paul,^who  is  Apol- 
**  los,.  but  miniilers  by  whom  ye  believed,  even  a^  the 
**  Lord  gave  to  every  man  ?"  i  Cor.  iii.  5,  6.  Minifters 
mull  look  upon  their  converts,  as  the  children  that  God 
hath  given  them  :  for,  whatever  good  they  are  inftru- 
iHental  of  to  others,  it  is  owing  to  the  free  grace  of  God; 
if  God  had  not  given  them,  they  had  never  been  able  to 
do  them  any  faving  good.  Ghrill  looks  upon  believers 
as  his  children,  which  the  Father  gave  him ;  "  I  have 
xnanifeiled  thy  name  to  the  men  whom  thou  gaveft  me 
out  of  the  world,  thine  they  were,  and  thou  gaveft  them 
me,'Vjohn  xvii.  6.  They  were  thine  by  election  from 
eternity,  and  thou  gaveft  them  me  to-  be  redeemed  by 
nly  blood,  and  regenerated  by  my  Spirit :  and  in  this 
regenerated  work,  the  Father  hath  a  fpecial  band  of 
power;  for,  '*  No  man  can  come  to  me,  faith  Chrift, 
except  the  Father  which  hath  fcnt  me  draw  him.'* 

Remark  3..  *'  That  the  beft  that  ever  was  in  the  world, 
**  doth  meet  with  the  worft  treatment  therein:  "  I,  and 
*'  the  children  whom  thou  haft  given  me,  are  forfigns  aAd 
"  wonders."  We  are  held  as  monfters,  and  prodigies, 
and  gazing' ftocks.  Who  ?  Even  Ghritt,  and  his  chiL 
dren;  minifters,  and  their  converts :  the  chief  ShephercJ^ 
and  the  faireft  of  his  flieep ;  the  under-ftiepherds,  and 
the  flower  of  their  flock.  Ghrift  and  his  friends,  both 
minifters  and  others,  are  generally  hated,  and  contemned 
by  the  wicked.    IVea, 

Remark  4.  "  That  thofe  who  profefs  religion,  and  the 
**  worfliip  of  the  true  God,  may  yet  defpife  Chrift  and 
"  his  people  :  They  are  for  figns  and  wonders;  where  } 
<<  even  in  Isj^aix:  not  in  BabyVoti  otvVv^  Wx.^^^-^  vcw 

B3  ^^\a*e.^:\ 
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«*  VrttV*  Many  that  bear  the  mine  of  Gir*  :iirss,  arc 
f.tmitz  to  Cnrift;  tr;ty  p-o:"t:f3  rel'zT^.ca,  ^-d  yet  are 
d^'p'ifer:  of  all  thv^  are  tmly  reii/iojs:  -  All  irt  cctlf- 
rie!,  ^vho  are  of  Ifrae!;''  !or,  even  I.rjjel  s'-t  ^o  be  fcacJ 
C:\\\Ctrz  of  the  God  o;  Ifrael,  and  cf  ie  I.r:t*l  cf  GocL 
Even  within  the  church  vifibie,  are  to  be  f  iri  ifpiiers 
Ci  the  church  inylfible,  and  ihe'tr  glorlcus  Hr^L 

Remark  5.  "  Txiat  t'.ie  children  of  Gzi  2rs  nci  iefpif- 
•'  ed,  conieaned,  reproacheJ,  and  woniered  a:  wiihoiiC 
**  t-.s  providence  01  God;  it  is  from  the  Lord  oi'  hoiis, 
•'  that  dwciletn  in  mount  Z:on."  *•  Is  there  evil  in  the 
ci:y,  and  the  Lord  bath  not  done  it  ?''  T^e  evil  of  af- 
flicticn,  he  ordereth  it ;  the  evil  of  Cn,  he  perciits  it, 
for  wife  ends  :  for  he  is  not  the  author  of  fin,  h;it  he  is 
\!zt  Over-ruler  of  the  wickednefs  of  men,  to  make  it 
contribjte  and  work  together,  for  glory  to  his  name, 
and  good  to  his  jx:c»ple.  Man  hath  a  wicked  hand  in 
all  the  marks  of  contempt  he  pours  upon  the  godly ; 
but  God  hath  an  holy  hand  in  ordering  the  fame,  for 
th;i  trial  of  faith  and  patience :  and  it  is  the  comfort  of 
his '  children^,  araidil  all  difcourageraent  from  without, 
that  it  is  not  without  the  wife  providence  of  God,  that 
contempt  is  poured  upon  them ;  it  is  from  the  Lord  of 
hofls;  he  hath  bidden  Shimei  curie  David.  It  is  tbeir 
comfort  alfo  that  he  is  the  Lord  of  hoils*  who  arms  what 
inllruments  he  pleafes,  to  execute  his  will;  and  tha:  he  is 
the  God  that  dwells  in  mount  Zion,  to  be  a  prefent  help, 
in  time  of  trouble,  and  to  give  prefent  comfort  in  time 
of  difcouragement :  he  is  not  far  off,  be  dwells  in  mount 
Zion. 

Reraark  6.  "  Thit  it  is  matter  of  wonder  and  lamen-. 
*'  tation,  to  all  the  children  of  God,  both  minifters  and 
*'  people,  that  the  power  of  religion,  and  true  piety, 
*'  fhould  be  fuch  a  rarity,  and  expofed  to  fuch  contempt 
^'  in  a  finful  world,  and  efpecially  in  Ifrael  \  and  yet  fa 
*'  it  is,  Ifa.  Ixvi.  5.  **  Hear  the  woi^of  tfie  Lord,  ye 
*'  that  tremble  at  his  word;  Your  breiwen  that  hate  you, 
*'  that  caft  you  out  for  my  name's  fake,  faid,  let  the  Lord 
**  be  glorified:  but  he  fhall  appear  to  your  joy,  and  they 
^'  Ihall  be  alhamed/'  Where  we  fee  it  is  no  new  things. 
for  the  Qodly  to  be  perfccultAtox  CcvxS&^xv-^m^^  even 
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in  ifrael/by  men  that  pretend  confcience,  and  a  zeal 
for  the  honour  and  glory  of  God,  and  the  good  and 
welj-'are  of  the  church;  and  who  profecute  their  haired 
ancj^delpite  with  all  the  formality  of  devoti'.^n:  Chrilldotln 
explain  this,  John  xvi.  2.  *'  They  lliiUI  put  yon  out  of 
the  fynago^ucs :  yea,  the  time  cometh,  that  U'iiofocver 
killeth  vou  vyill  think  he  dotli  God  fervice." — So  much 
Ihall  I'ii^zt  for  the  remarks  I  premifc  for  the  explicuiioa 
of  the  text.     I  co'.ne  now, 

II.  To  adduce  Tome  fcriptiire  pafTjofes  for  the  confir- 
piation  of  the  dot):rine,  namely,  'Fhat  as  it  hatb  been,  h 
it  is  ftiil  the  lo:  of  Ghrift  and  his  friends,  whether  mini- 
ilers  or  people,  who  bear  his  image,  to  be  held  as  mon^ 
fters;  hated,  condemned,  repro:i..'hed,  and  wondered  ar. 
You  may  fee  boih  Old  and'  New-Te^lanient  inlLinces  of 
it. — rin  the  Old-Tcllament,  fee  -.in  inilance  of  it  in  Dnvid, 
PiWl  Ixxi.  7.   "  I  am  as  a  wonder  unto  many."-T--See  an 
inllance  of  it  in  tlie  Old-Teft£|ment  believers  and  church, 
mentioned  Pfal.  cxxiii.  3,  4.  *^  H'^ve  jiicrcy  upo;i  us,  O 
Lord;  for  we  are  exceedingly  filled  with  contempt:  our 
foul  is  exceedingly  filled  with  the  fcorning  of  thoje  that 
jire  at  eale>  and  with  the  contempt  of  the  proud  " — S?e 
an  inflance  of  it  in  JoPaua  and  his  fellov/s,  Zech,  lii.  8.  ' 
**  Hear  now,  O  Joihua,  the  highrprielr,  thou  and  thy  fel-. 
lows,  that  fit  before  thee;  for  they  are  men  wondered  at.'' 
r — You  may. turn  over  to  the  New-Te (lament,  and  fee 
an  inllance  of  it  in  tlie  believing  Hebrews,  Hcb-  x.  33. 
**  We  were  mrjde  a  g?»2iiigrllock    both  by- reproach  and 
affliftrone" — rWe   fee  an  Jaftance  of  it  in  ail  the  primi- 
tive   Ghriflians,  Ads  xxviii,  22.    *"For  as  concerning 
this  feet,  we  know  that  every-where  it  is  fpokcn  againfi.*' 
— r And  we  fee  an  inllance  of  it  in  the  flower  of  the  flock, 
Ch^jst   himfelf,   the  Captain  of  the  hoft,    Luke  ii.  34. 
*'  Behold  this  child  is  fet.  for  the  fall  and  rifing  of  many 
in  Ifrael;  and  for  a  fign. which  Ihall  be  fpoken  againft." 
Chrill  is  the  rejeded  (lone,  Plal.  cxviii.  22.  **  Enduring 
the  contradidion  pf  finnera  againll  hinijelf,"  Hebrews 
xii.  3.. 

I  might  here  demonftrate  the  truth  of  the  dodrine,  by 
an  iQdudion  of  particulars,  fhewing  how  Chrill  and  his. 
father,  his  Spirit  andiiis  word,  his  fervants  and  people, 

R4  "^^^ 
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and  his  religion  itfelf,  hath  been  figns  and  wonders  for 
reproach, 

I.  Christ  himfelf  hath  been  fpoken  againft  and  re^ 

proached, ^They  fpake   again II  his  perlon,  as  bafc 

and  contemptible,  *^  Having  no  form  or  cgmelinefs,"  Ifa. 
liii.  23, — They  fpake  againft  his  preaching,  as  falfe,fa£ti- 
ous,  fenfelefs,  and  feditio\is,  John  yii.  12.  Lukexxii.  2, 
•  and  xvi.  14. — They  reproached  and  fpoke-  againft  his 
mirajies,^as  dene  in  confederacy  with  Beelzebub  the  prince 
of  devils,  Matth.  xii..2;4. — They  fpoke  againft  his  niOr. 
rals,  charging  hirii  with  blafphemy  againft  God,  profan- 
ation of  the  Sabbath,. as  a  wine-bibber,  a  friend  of  pubKu 
'cans  and  fmners. — ^They  fpoke  againft  his  followers,  •as 
a  company  of  ignorant  defpi.:able  people,  John  vii,  48, 
49.-^They  reproached  him, in  his  offices;  in  his  teaching 
ofHce,  when  they  challenged  him  to  prophecy  who  fniote 
.him :  in  his  faving  office,  when  they  challenged  him  tQ  • 
fave  himfelf,  as  he  had  faved  others:  in  his  ruling  office, 
when  they  challenged  hini  to  prove  himfelf  the  king  of 
the  Jews,  by  coming  down  from  the  crofs. 

It  is  long  fince  the  world  thus  fpake  againft  him,  and 
reproached  him  :  and  rliat  he  was  held  for  a  fign  arid  a 
wonder  *in  Jfrael,  and  was  fpoken  againft  even  in  IlraeU 
But  are  there  none  that  ipeak  againit  and  reproach  him 
to  this  day,  even  when,  he  is  exalted  to  the  place  of  glo- 
ry and  power?  Yea,  How  do  the  Jews  fpeak  againft  him 
IbM,  in  all  thefe,  and  many  other  refpefts?- — How  dt>  the 
Mahometans  fpeak  againft  him,  while  they  prefer  their 
bafe  impoftor  into  his  room  ? — ^Again,  how  arc  Arians 
and  Socinians  daily  fpeaking  againft  Chrift,  as  if  he  was 
a  mere  man,  though  he  thought  it  no  robbery  to  be  equal 
wiih  God  ? — How  do  Quakers  and  EnthufiAfts  fpeak 
againft  him,  as  if  he  was  a  mere  nothing,  an  empty 
name,  fetting  up,  we  know  not  what  fort  of  a  Chriil 
within  them,  inttead  of  that  Jefus  that  was  cruci^ed  at 
Jerufalem  ?,— -How  do  Atheifts  and  Deifts  fpeak  againft 
him,  as  if  he  was  a  mere  cheat;  accounting  the  religion 
he  hath  eftabliflied,  a  great  impofture  ;  and  his  gofpel 
a  jeft? — -How  do  profane  and  ignorant  perfons  fpeak  a- 
gainft  him,  ^s  if  our  Beloved  was  no  more  than  another 
beloved^  fayin^^  '*  WhalislVvy  Bdo\ed  vAore  than  ano- 
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^h'er  beloved  ?" — ^How  do  Latitudinarians  fpeak  reproach-r 
fully  againll  him,  as  if  he  was  a  miniller  of  fin? — ^How 
do  Leg^lills  fpeak  againll  him,  as  if  he  alone  was  not  the 
Lord  our  ri^hteoufncfs  ? — How  do  Papifts  fpeak  againffi 
him,  and  reproach  him  ?     They  make   him  but  a  falfe 
Chrift  by  their  doftrine.     They  fpoil  him  of  his  true 
man-hood ;  holding  that  Ghrill's   body  is  not  only  ia 
heaven,  but  really  and  lubftantially  in  all  places  wherever 
the  facrifice  of  the  mafs  is  joffcred :  thus  they  make  it 
omniprefent;  and  take  iway  the  very  nature  of  a  body* 
They  reproach  him  in,    and  rob  him  of,    his  offices. 
They  degrade  him  from  his  prophetical  office;  making 
the  Pope  the  infallible  judge  of  all  controverfies.    They 
degrade   him  from   his  prieftl'y  office,  which  confifts  in 
•fatisfa£tion  and  interceffion :  they  nullify  his  fatisfaftion, 
hy  joining  therewith  the  fatisfaftion  of  man's  works,  as 
if  his  were  im perfect  without  that :  and  they  rob  him 
of  his  interceflion,  communicating  the  fame  to  faints; 
^  yea,  they  exalt  the  virgin  Mary  far  above  Chrift,  in  this 
work;  for  they  pray  her  to  alk  the  Father,  to  command 
Ghrift,  her  Son,  by   the  authority  of  a  mother,  to  do 
thus  and  thus  for  them.     So  much  is  evident  from  the 
'  genuine  popifli  tenets,  out  of  the  Rhemilh  Teftament  ♦, 
Yea,  they   alfo  degrade  him  from  his  kingly  office,  by 
placing  the  Pope  in  his  room  and  ftead,  as  l)is  deputy, 
m  his  prefence  ;  while  they  give  power  to  the  Pope,  to 
rule  the  Catholic  church,  to  pardon  fins,  and  make  laws 
to  bind  men's  confciences  ;  Avhich  are  things  proper  to 
Chrill  alone  :  whereby  they  take  the  crown  off  Chrift's 
head,  and  fet  it  on  the  Pope's  :  for,  to  ckim  regency, 
in  the  prefence  of  the  lawful   prince,  is  to  proclaim 
rebellion   againft   the   prince;    becaufe   commHRon  of 
vice-regency  ceafes  in  the  prefence  of  him  that   ap- 
points it:  now,  Chrift  is  always  prefent  with  his  chnrcfr, 
Matth.  xxviii,  20.     And,  therefore,  the  Pope,  by  hia 
claim,  muft  needs  thruft  Chrjft  out  of  his  offices.- 

And,  alas !  what  a  lamentable  thing  is  it,  by  the  bye, 
that  this  damnable  doftrine  fpreads  fo  much  even  in  this 
ifland ;  particularly  in  the  North  of  Scotland,'  where, 
liye  underftand,  the  popifti  mafs  is  as  folemnly  celebrate, 

-^ 
*  A  ;><^pifh  tranflition  of  i\wi  "Kok. 


a6fi  THE  WORLD^s  VERDICT  OF         Serm.  VT^ 

^  we  attenJ^upon  thefe  divine  ordinances  ?  And  as  Epif- 
copacy  was  the  very  ground-work^  and  found ation-ftone, 
upon  which  Popery  was  at  firft  erected;  fo»  what  matter 
oflamentation  is  it,  that  popifh  ceremonies,  maintained 
in  the  Epifcopal  church,  are  fo* much  affect e,u;  whereby 
fucb  indignity  is  offered  to  the  appcUntments  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Ghrift,  as  if  hs  inftitutions  were  im perfect, 'defec- 
tive, and  fauhy,  wi:hout  th^ir  additional  inventions  ?  I 
do  not  think  it  worth  my  while,  here  to  meddle  with 
particular  perfons,  and  their  principles,  which  fome 
may  think  I  have  fair  before  me  :  we  ;!  ould  pity  and 
pray  for  them  who  delpitelully  ufe  us,  or  our  glorious 
Lord  and  his  ordinances;'  and  efpecially  we  fhould  pity 
and  lament  over  an  ignorant  generation,  that  are  fo  in- 
fatuatedi  as  to  defire  nothing  more,  than  to  have  thefe 
realms  intirely  fubjeft  to  a  Popilh  government,  and  Aur 
tichrillian  yok^ ;  which  neither  we  nor  our  forefathers 
were  able  to  bear:  furely,  fuch  do  not  know  and  confi- 
fider,  how  much  Popery  fpeaks  to  the  reproach  of  Chr'.f^ 
and  true  Ghriliianity. — Thefe  are  hard  fpeeches,  which 
pngodly  £nners  have  fpoken  againfl:  him,  Judj  ver.  15, 
which  is  the  fign  to  be  fpoken  againft, 

2.  AsChrill:  himfelf,  fo  his  Father  13  fpoken  againfl 
and  reproached.— rSome  denying  his  being,  though  his 
cxiftence  be  fo  neceffary,  that,  if  he  be  not,  it  is  im- 
poffible  any  thing  el fe  Ihould  be  j  yet  many-fools  fay 
in  their  heart,  what  they  dare  not  fpeak  out,  viz.  ''That 
there  is  no  God,"  Pfal.  xlv.  i.  Arid  he  that  faith  there 
is  none,   would  wifli  there  were  none;   and  if  he  could 

help   it,  there  fliould  be    none -Some  blafphemouHy 

charging  the  all-feeing  eye  wUh  blindnefs,  faying,  "The 
Lord  fliall  not  fee,"  Pfal/cxiv.  7,  Charging  the  eternal 
mind  with  forgetfulnefs,  faying,  ''  God  hath  forgotten,'* 
Pfal.x.  II.  Charging  the  omnipotent  arm  with  weaknefs^ 
faying,  "  Can  God  give  bread  in  the  wildernefs?"  Pfal. 
xxviii.  19,  20.  Charging  his  reftoral  equity  with,  injuf- 
tice,  faying,  **  Though  vv  -  fin,  we  fliall  not  furely  die." 
- — Some  fpeak  againfl  and  reproach  his  providence,  by 
quarrelling,  murmuring,  jind  complaining,  and  finding 
fault  with  the  difpofals  of  it. — Some  profane  his  name, 
making  it  a  by^word,  by  which  they  ^ive  vent  to  their 
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exorbitant  paffions,  and  fill  up  the  vacancy  of  other  idler 
V^ords.  Not  only  is  the  name  of  God  thus  abujfed  by 
thofe  who  belch  out  their  bloody  oaths,  which  would 
XJJ^l^e  the  ears  of  every  good  man  to  tingle ;  bqt  alfo^ 
hy  thqfe  who  fnention  the  name  of  God  flightly,  or  ir* 
reverently,  in  their  ordinary  converfetion;  he  is  near  to. 
their  mouth,  but  far  from  their  heart,  To  ufe  thefe 
forms  of  fpeech,  which  properly  fignify  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  God's  being;  ,as,  O  God!  O  Lord!  or  the  like: 
or  an  appeal  to  his  omnifcience,  as  God  knoweth,  the 
Lord  knoweth:  or  an  invocation  of  his  favour,  as  God 
bicfs  me!  Lord  be  mercifuf  to  me  !  I  fay,  to  qfe  thefe, 
or  the  likeexpreflions,  impertinently,  and  intending  there- 
by only  to  ej^prefs  our  wonder  and  furprife,  or  oiir  paf- 
fionate  refentment,  or  any  thing  befide  that  which  is^ 
their, proper  and  awful  figniftcation,  is  an  evidence  of  a 
vain  mind,  that  wants  a  due  regard  to  that  glorious  an4 
fearful  name  :  yet,  thus  is  the  mouth  of  the  ungodly  fet 
ftgainft  heaven,  Pfal.  Ixxxviii.  9.  Jude  r6.  May  the 
Lord,  that  hath  chofen  Jerufalem,  rebuke  them  I  Zech; 
iii.  2.    . 

3.  As  Chrift  himfelf  and  his  Father,  fo  his  SpTrit  is 
reproached.  Many  indeed  are  grofly  jgnorant  of  the 
Holy  Gholl,  like  thofe.  Ads  xix.  2.  '*  We  have  not 
fo  much  as  heard,  whether  there  be  any  Holy  Ghott." 
Others  that  hear  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  they  blafpheme  the 
Spirit  of  Chrift;  and  fo  make  fearful  approaches  to  the 
unpardonable  fin  :  while  they  reproach  his  motions,  as 
enthufiadic  fancies  ;  and  his  operations,  as  frantic  noti- 
ons ;  and  all  his  graces  ai^d  influences,^  as  drea,ms  and, 
clelufions-, 

4.  His  word  is  reproached ;  *•  But  when  the  Jews  fa\y 
the  multitudes,  they  were  filled  with  envy,  -and  fpake  a- 
gainll  thofe  things  which  were  fpoken  by  Paul,  contradift- 
ing  an4blafpheming,'*^A£ts  xiii.45.  Atheiftsfpcakagainft 
the  authority  of  the  fcriptures :  Papifts  fpeak  againft 
the  perfpicuity  of  me  fcriptures,  and  receive  unwritten 
traditions  with  the  fame  reverence  and  affeftion.  Some 
profanely  jeft  with  the  words  of  the  fcripture ;  making 
themfelves  merry  with  fcripture  language,  Jer.  vi.  iq.. 
y.X!^?  word  of  the  Lord  is  to  thema  re^to^c\\*"  Pt^ft\<g^5ift. 
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wits  relifti  no  jefts  better,  than  thbfe  which  ridicule  the 
facred»|^ord:  ds  no  cups  could  pleafe  Belfliazzer  better; 
in  his  drunken  frolicks,  than  the  facred  veffels  of  the 
temple.  Bat,  he  that  fits  in  heaven  will  laugh  at  them, 
and  bold  them  in  derifioti;  and,  in  fpite  of  impotent  ma^- 
lice,  will  magnify  the  law,  and  make  it  honourable. 

5.  His  religion  and  doflrine  is  fpoken  againft  and  re» 
proached.    The  truth  of  it,  and  of  the  gofpe.l,  are  many 
times  reproached,  ridiculed,  and  contradicted,  as  falfe 
and  groundlefs ;  even  as  the  mediation,   and  the  refur* 
.  region  of  the  dead  was  mocked  at  by  the  Athenian  phi- 
Jofopher,   *  The  laws  of  it  were  accounted  grievous  and 
unreafonable,  as  hard  fayings.   The  ordinances  of  it  de-- ' 
fpifed,  as  mean,  and  having  no  form  and  comelinefs ; 
hence  came  in  the  gaudy  ornaments  of  human  inventi- 
on, in  the  worlhip  of  God.     Sabb^^ths   and  facraments 
were  niocked  at  and  contemned.   Primitive  Chriftianity 
was  induftrioufly  calumniated,  becaufe  it  overthrew  ido- 
latry ;  for,  when  the  devil  was  filenced,  in  his  oracles, 
he  opened  his  mouth  in  lies  and  flanders :    Julian  dif:. 
charged  the  Chrillians  to  be  called  any  other  thing  than 
Galileans.     And  the  reformed  religion,  in  like  manner, 
ivas  reproached:  Where  was  your  religion,  fay  the  Pa- 
pilts,  before  Luther  and  Calvin  ?  Why,  it  was  dill  in  the 
Bible,  where  Popery  never  was:  though  it  maintains  all 
that  doftrine,   which   Clirift  and  his  apoftles  preached  ; 
yet,  the  profeffji^  and  preachers  of  it,   are  called  fchif- 
matics  and  heretics.    And  even  amongft  thefe  who  pro- 
fefs  the  reformed  religion,  how  is  the  flower  of  godlinefs 
contradi6led  and  contemned,  by  thofe  that  reft  only  in  a 
form!  They  that  are  fqrvent  in  fpirit,  ferving  the  Lord, 
mull  expeft  to  be  evil  fpoken  of,  by  fuch  as  affeft  luke- 
warmnefs,  and  indifference  in  religion  ;  and  fo, 

6.  His  fervants  and' people  are  alfo  reproached.-  The 
preachers  of  Chrift'  are^  with  a  diftinguiihing  enmity, 
every^where  fpoken  againft.  2  Cor.  xi.  16.  They 
have  been  trampled  upon  as  the  filth  of  the  world,  and 
the  offscouring  of  all  things.  Ezek.  xxxiii.  30,  31,  32* 
^  The  ftandard-bearers  have  been  moil  ftruck  at. — ^l^he 
profelTors  of  religion  alfo,  have  been  reproached,  reviled^ 
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and  perfecuted,  Matth.  v.  11,  12.  — God's  heritage 
hath  been  always  a  ipscklcd  bird;  and  his  children  for 
figns  and  wonders ;  and  tliofe  who  are  the  greatcft  blef- 
fings  of  the  age,  branded  as  traublers  of  IlVael.  And, 
indeed,  if  they  called  the  Mafler  of  the  houfe  Beelzebub, 
no  nick-name  fallened  upon  his  followers  can  feeia 
ftrange.     Bat  Uiis  leads, 

III.  To  the  third  thing,  which  was,  To  enquire  intq 
fome  of  .thefe  marks  of  reproach  and  contempt  that  ufes 
to  be  caft  upon  Chrill  and  his  friends,  in  be  world.  It 
is  a  true  faying  that  the  apolUe  haih,  with  refpeS  to  the 
children  of  God;  '*  II"  in  this  life  only  we  had  hope,  we 
are  of  all  men  the  mod  mifer^bleJ'  This:he'fpeaks  with 
reference  to  the  trials  tlaat  they  mull  lay  their  account 
w-ith,  in  the  world ;  for,  they  mud  be  the  butt  of  the 
malife  of  the  world,  and  the  fubjeft  of  the  mockery  .qf 
the  wicked.;  yea,  of  many  profcflbrs  in  Ifracl;  **  Behold^ 
I  and  the  children,  whom  the  Lord  bath  given  me,  ar^ 
for  figns  and  for  wonders  in  Ifrael.'*  There  are  thefe, 
and  the  like  following  marks  of  reproach  diat  are  caft 
upon  them. 

The  Firft  mark  .of  reproach  is,  Tliat  fometlmes  tl>ey 
are  held  for  tnpnilers  and  prodigies  of  folly  and  impu- 
dence; I  Got.  iv.  10.  *'  We  .are  fools  for  Chrift's  fake;" 
i.  e.  we^  are  thus  reckoned  in  the  judgment  0/  the  world; 
d3ecaufe.  we  prefer  afffliftiou  before  lia;  and  becaufe  wp 
?fear  God  -more  than  ru^an;  and  the  wrath  df  God  more 
fthan  the  wrath  of  a  kinrr.  The  world  reckons  it  is  a 
folly  for  men  to  choofe  atiiiftion  rather  than  fin.  Np 
.doubt,  the  three  children  were  reckoned  fools,  to  exporfe 
themfelves  to  the  king's  fiery  furnace:  -but  furely  it  wa& 
more  .wifdom  than  to  expofe  themfelves  to  God's  fiery 
furnace,  whofe  wrath  is  ;more  terrible  than  all  .the  fury 
,  of  the  kings  of  the  earth.  The  world  thinks  Mofes^s 
choice  a  folly;  what! -to  prefer  afflidions  with  the  peo- 
ple of  God,  before  all  the  pleafures  of  fin,  .and  grandeur 
of  Pharaoh's  court.! 

The  Second  niark  of  reproach  is  this.  They  are  fomet 
times,  held  for  monfters  and  .prodigies  of  wiokednefe, 
monfters  of  villaoy.    ;Ghrifl  .faivjiifeil  v^jaa  \^^XQad«>sA  (^'sw 
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the  mod  arrant  villain,  upon  the  face  of  the  earth ;  a 
man  in  compa£l  with  the  devil:  his  followers  were  ftig-  . 
.inatized  with  the  greateft  of  wickediiefs;  their  religious 
meetings  and  conventicles  for  divine  worfliip,  were  re- 
proached as  being  cloaks  for  covering  the  defign  of 
whoredom  and  uncleannefs,  Papills  have  looked  upon 
Proteltants  as  the  word  of  devils  incarnate:  and- do  not 
loofe-living  p^rfons  look  upon  thofe  that  are  ftr*n5l,  to  be 
nothing  but  bale  perfons,  a  pack  of  hypocrites,  liars, 
apd  deceivers  ?  They  put  them  in  bear-fkins,  and  then 
ba:*k  at  them,  and  worry  them.  You  will  get  a  wretch- 
ed, gracelef^,  curling,  ranting  debauchee,^  that,  in  forae 
company,  will  perfecute  a  child  of  Gcjd,  and  make  him 
as  hell,  if  you  will  believe  him;  and,  if  you  obferve 
attentively,  you  r&ay  fee  jilfl  the  deyil,  the  father  of 
Ties,  and  accufer  of  the  brethren,  fpeaking  out  of  him  ; 
and  his  tongue  to_  be  the  inftruraent  of  calumny,  while 
he  reprefents  them  as  enemies  to  the  law  and  holinefs* 
See  ASts  xviii.  13. 

'  The  Third  mark  of  reproach  is,  T^hat  they  are  fome^ 
times  held  as  monilers  of  injurioufnefs  and  hurtfulnefs: 
though  even  for  their  fakes  the  world  is  upheld,  and 
for  theicfakes  the  wicked  have  many  mercies  continued 
with  them  5  yet  they  are  many  tirae^j^^ked  upon  as 
the  troublers  of  church  and  ftate :  thuslSijah  was  the 
man  that  moft  lamented  the  fins  of  Ifrael,  and  yet  he  is 
called  the  troubler  of  Ifrael,  i  Kings  xviii.  17.  Thus 
they  are  reproached  fometimes  with  rebellion,  and  as 
enemies  to  civil  government,  having  laws  different  from 
all  people,  Efther  iii.  8.  **  And  Haman  faid  unto  the  king 
Ahafuerus,  There  is  a  certain  paople  fcattered  abroad, 
and  difperfed  among  the  people,  in  all  the  province^of  thy 
kingdom,  and  their  laws  are  diverfe  from  all  people,  nei- 
ther keep  they  the  king's  laws;  therefore  it  is  not  for  the 
king's  profit  to  fufler  them."  While  they  hold  by  the 
laws  of  King  Jefus,  in  oppofition  to  all  the  laws  of  earthly 
government,  that  feem  to  clafli  with  the  law  of  God, 
then  they  are  treated  as  lawlefs  perfons.  When  Anios 
was  reproving  the  fins  of  Ifrael,  the  priefts  of  Bethel 
complain  upon  him  to  the  government,  Amosx.  11, 13. 
Thus  were  the  Chriftians  Teoto^cYiftd.^  ^iSa  x.vii.  7. 
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^*  Thefe  are  they,  fay  the  wicked  Jews,  that  have  tiirticd 
the  world  upfule  down:"  and  thefe  all  do  contrary  to 
the  decrees  of  Cxfar,  faying,  ''  That  there  is  another 
king,  one  Jefus/'  Thus  the  builders  of  the  walls  of 
Jcrufalera  were  ticcufed  and  charged  with  rebellion 
againll  the  government^  Neh.  ii.  19.  **  They  laughed  us 
.to  fcorn,.and  defpifed  us,  faying,  What  is  this  ye  do  ? 
Will  ye  rebel  againft  the  King  ?"  '  ^ 

The  Fourth  mark  of  reproach  is  this,  They  afe  (ome^ 
times  held  as  monilers  of  pride  and  felf-conceit;  as  men 
aflPccling  Angularity ;  as  men  who  think  themfelves 
wifer  than  others,  and  as  a  fe£l  and  faftion  pref^irable  to 
Ul  others,  A£ls  xxviii.  22.  "As  for  this  fe£l,  we  know, 
that  every-where  it  is  fpoken  againft:'^  where  the  godly 
we're  reprefented  under  the  invidious  name  of  a  feft,  o'r 
a  party,  that  affefted  fingularity. — Tiie  maRers  and 
maintaincrs  of  fefts  are  looked  upon  as  enemies  to  the 
great  corporation  of  mankind:  but  there  is  not  the  leaft 
colour  to  put  this  fcandalous  charaQier  upon  the  true 
profellbrs  of  Chriftianity,  or  followers  of  Chrift :  for, 
it  eOabliflies  that  which  is  of  general  concern  to  all 
mankind. 

We  read,  indeed,  of  the  Seft  of  the  Sidducces,  who 
jufUy  deferv^i  that  charafter  ;  becaufc  they  overturned 
the  foundation  of  religion,  by  denying  a  future  ftate, 
and  the  immortality  of  the  foul:  whereas,  the  gofpe?^ 
and  true  religion,  eftablifli  thofe  principles  that  concern 
man's  everlalling  welfare. — Alfo  it  cannot  be  called  a 
fe£l,  bccauf^  it  hath  a  native  tendency  to  the  uniting  the 
children  of  men  to  the  Son  of  God,  and  to  one  ano- 
ther in  him,  by  love.  Chrift  died  to  break  down  par- 
tition-walls, and  to  flay  all  enmity  ;  and  taught  all  his 
followers,  not  only  to  love  one  another,  but  to  love 
their  enemies.  And  his  gofpel,  and  the  believers  of  it,  - 
•  are  far  from  Ueing  a  fedl,  which  is  fuppofed  to  lead  to 
divifion,  and  fow  difcord.  It  is  true,  the  preaching  of 
the  gofpel  hath  bee?n  the  occafion  of  much  contention 
in  the  world  :  and  hence  the  preachers  of  the  gofpel 
have  been  branded  as  men  of  contention,  Jer.  xv.  10. 
where  the  prophet  fays,  he  was  born  a  man  of  ftrife,  and 
8  mm  of  contention  to  the  whole  e;xr\iv\  otv^\\\dv'^^^<:svss^ 
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Chrift  fays,  he  came  not  to  fend  peace,  but  a  fword ; 
jand  to  fet  men  at  variance  one  aj^ainil  another,  Mat. 
X.  34,  35.  inti;nating,  what  occafion  of  contention  the 
gorj>el  would,  be  ;  and  wh»at  a  load  of  reproaches  might 
ithereupon  be  call  upon  its  followers,  as  if  they  were 
contentious  perfons,  and  divifiort-makers:  but  whatever 
divilion  pr  contention  it  be  the  occafion  of,  yet  it  is  no.- 
.  wife  the  cailfe  of  contention ;  for,  it  was  intended  to  be  ihe 
cure  of  it;  and  fo  far  as  gofpel  truth  and  principles  dd 
powerfully  prevail,  upon  the  hearts  of  men,  fo  far  doth 
it  make  ihem  meek  and  quiet,  and  of  a  loving  di'pofuion; 
for,  the  wifJom  that  is  fi'om  above,  is  pure  and  peace- 
able; and  the  gofpel  proclaims  peace  on  earth; — In  a 
^word,  true  gofpel-believers  are  fo  far  from  being  a  di- 
•yifive  fe£l,  that,  whereas  the  authors  of  fects  ufe  to  be 
;govemed  by  fecular  intereft,  and  to  aim  at  Wealth,  hon- 
.our,  and  grandeur;  true  religion,  inftead  of  preferring 
a  man  to  honour,  lays  him  open  to  difgrace ;  and  lays 
him  obnoxious  to  fines  and  forfeiture,  to  flames  and  fagi 
gots,  racks  and  imprifonments,  when  religion  is  perfe- 
cute  openly^  as  \vas  the  common  lot  of  the  primitive 
ChriHians,  and  of  feveral  after^ages  of  the  church;  and 
hath  been  the  lot  of  fome  in  Britain,  yea^  in  Scotland, 
.fince  the  Reformation:  apd  that  it  is  not  the  lot  of  oi>r 
day,  is  owing  to  reltraining  Providence ;  but  how  foon 
it  may  be  your  lot,  is  hard  to  tell.  However,  in  -this 
Tefpe£l,  it  is  far  from  being  a  feft  governed  by  fecular 
interelh 

We  read  Hkewife  of  the  Se£l  of  the  Pharifees  ;  and 
they  proved  themfelves  to  be  a  fe£l,  by  thirfting  after 
the  praife  of  men,  by  devouring  widows  houfes,  and  tKe 
like  :  but  fome  fworn  enemies  to  the  Ghriftian  religion, 
fuch  as  Caefar  Vaninus,  who  was.induftrious  in  fearch- 
ing  out  all  objections  ag.ainft*it,  owned  there  was  no- 
thing in  it  that  favoured  of  carnal  and  worldly  defigns. 
True  Ghriftianity  is  a  heavenly  calling,  not  under  the 
conduSl  of  flefhly  wifdom. 

But  if,  notwithftanding  of  all  this,  the  true  follbiv- 
ers  of  Ghrift  be  nicknamed  a  fe£l;  if  a  ftri£t  and  fober 
converfation ;  if  a  zealous  contending  for  the  fijith;  if  a 
diiig-eat  atteudanf  e  upou^  atid  2kd\i^t^ivsi^\.<;i\ha  ^ofpej. 
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lind  Its  truths  and  ordinances  ;  if  joining  in  religious 
focicties,  for  prayer  and  Ghriftian  conference,  and  en- 
deavouring  in  our  places,  the  fuppreffion  of  error,  im- 
morality and  profanenefs  ;  if  a  vigorous  oppofuion  to 
every  thing  that  encroaches  upop  the  prerogative  of 
Chrill,  or  tendetli  to  hurt  the  doftrine,  vvorfliip,  difcip- 
line,  and  government  of  his  houfe  ;  if  thefe,  and  the 
like',  be  called  and  counted  the  badge  of  a  fe£l,  or 
party>  let  us  not  be  moved  at  it ;  but  rather  fay  as  Da- 
vid, 2  Sam.  vi.  2  2.  "  If  this  be  to  be  vile,  \  will  be 
more  vile.*'  Let  us  not  be  deterred  from  gofpeUprinciples 
and  prafticcs,  by  the  invidious  name  of  a  feft:  it  is  better 
to  be  under  the  reproach  of  men,  for  following  of  Chrift, 
than  to  be  under  the  curfe  of  God  for  forfaking  him. 

The  f'lfth  mark  of  reproach  cad  upon  them  is,  That 
fometimes  they  are  held  as  monfters  of  error,  and  as 
fignsand  wonders  for  novelty  of  doftrine  and  deportment, 
A£ts  xvVi.  19,  20.  '^  What  new  doilrine  is  this?  For 
thou  bringeft  certain  ftrangc  things  to  our  ears  :"  and 
yet  it  was  nothing  but  the  do£lrine  of  Chrift  and  his 
jrofpel,  preached  from  the  beginning  of  the  world  in  . 
Paradife,  and  profeffed  of  thro'  the  Old  Teftament;  how- 
ever, it  was  reproached  as  a  new  fcheme,  and  a  doftrine 
fubverfive  of  the  law ;  "  This  fellow  perfuades  men  to 
worfliip  God  contrary  to  the  law,"  Ads  xviii.  13.  Chrill 
himfelf  was  obliged  to  vindicate  himfelf,from  this  charge, 
faying.  Mat.  v.  17.  "  Think  not  thatlam.come  to  deftroy 
the  law  and  the  prophets ;  I  am  not  come  to  deftroy,  but 
to  fulfil."  And  Paul  vindicated  himfelf,  Rom.  iii.  31. 
**  Do  we  make  void  the  law,  through  faith?  God  forbid! 
Nay,  we  eftablifh  the  law." 

The  Sixth  mark  of  reproach  is,  They  are  held  as  mon- 
fters of  melancholy,  dulnefs  and  ftupidity  ;  that  is  an  or- 
dinary reproach  caft  upon  religion,  as  if  it  turned  men 
dumpifh  and  fottifti,  dull  and  melancholy  :  whicH  is 
occafignedefpecially  by  the  humbled  and  dejected  circum- 
ftances  of  new  beginners  in  religion;  while  they  are  un- 
der a  fpirit  of  bondage,  and  under  a  law- work  of  con- 
viftion  and  humiliation.  But  let  poor  humbled  fouls, 
that  are  weighted  under  a  fenfe  of  fin,  and  fear  of 
wrath,  and  grievous  rcfledions  upoR  their  mif^ciittltaev 
Vol.  L  S  ^^^ 
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and  with  a  concern  about  what  will  become  of  them  ai 
death  ami  judgment,  and  through  a  long  vail  eternity  ; 
let  thtm  remev.ibery  that  it  is  better  to  bear  that  yoke, 
for  a  while,  till  the  Lord  himfelf  give  an  outgate,  though 
they  Should  be  called  niad  and  melancholy  both,  than 
to  bear  the  yoke  ot  God's  everlalUng  wrath,  which  will 
be  wreathed  about  tire  necks  of  all  del'pifers  of  God  and' 
giodlinels.— ^ometf4i>t3  this  reproach  is  occafioned  by 
the  diSerentdiipofuions  that  true  religion  works  upon  its 
followers,  .from  that  of  the  world.  True  godlinefs 
ihalkes  a  ri»an  teave  all  fenful  pleafure  and  delight,  as 
well  as  all  finfut  profit  and  gain  :  and  this  being  con- 
trary to  the  way  erf  the  world,  the  man  that  is  thua 
mortified  to  the  world,  is  prefently  cenfured  for  melan- 
choly :  whisfeas  no  pleafure  in  the  world  is  comparable 
to  the  pleafure  of  religion ;  "*  Wiidom's  ways  are  pleaf- 
antnefs."  And  religion  is  fo  far  from  being  a  melan- 
choly, mftcomfoftable  thing^that  rrothiiygfiJIs  the  religious 
rtian  with  more  grief  and  melancholy  than  this,  that  be 
is  not  religious  enough  j  and  that  he  thinks  he  hath  no 
religion*  Some  profpecl  of  eternal  happinefs,  in  ChriO 
Jefus,  freedom  from  divine  wrath,  communion  and  fcl* 
fowfhip  with  God,  and  religion^^  in  the  life  and  power  of 
k,  is  the  bed  antidote  againft  melancholy  that  I  know; 
and  the  greatell  advancer  of  fober  mirth,  and  fpiritual 
gladnefs* 

In  a  word,  manifold  are  the  marts  of  reproach  faften* 

ed  upon   true  religion,   and  its   friends.^^ Som-etimes 

they  are  reproached  as  monllers  of  ingratitude  to  the 
tvorld,  l')ecaufe  they  will  not  humour  and  pleafe  them^ 
in  the  way  of  wickednefs  ;  becaufe  they  will  ferve  them 
onl)';,  usqiTE  At)  i^RAS,  according  to  the  Latin  proverb; 
that  is  to  fay,  *^  As  far  as  is  lawful,*  and  no  farther.—* 
Sometimes  they  are  reproached  as  monllers  of  wrath 
and  fpite,  while  their  zeal  for  God  comes  under  the 
name  of  anger,  and  canker,  and  rancour.  I'he  «neek 
of  the  earth  can  bear  injuries  againft  themfelves :  but  if 
they  cannot  bear  the  injuries  that  are  done  to  the  ho- 
nour of  God  ;  if  they  cannot  bear  evil,  as  it  is  faid  t^ 
the  commendation  of  the  church  of  Ephefus,  Rev-  ii.  2. ; 
then  they  arc  ce»fuT«d  %ud  ft.\^m^\\xc4  for  hot-headed 
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Sjealots.  If  they  be  faithful  in  reproving  of  fin,  and  tefti* 
fying  againft  other  general  defeftionsi  or  particular  enor- 
tnities,  then  they  are  ready  to  meet  with  the  prophet 
Micaiah's  entertainment;  ''This  fellow  never  fpeaks  good 
of  me."— ^Sometimes  they  are  reproached  as  bunglers  and 
babblers,  Ads  x  vii.  18.  The  Athenian  philofophers,  Epi- 
cureans, and  Stoics  encountered  Paul,  and  infulted  him 
fayingi"  What  will  this  babbler  fay?*' — Sometimes  they 
are  reproached  for  the  very  grace  of  God  itfelf,  that  ap- 
Jiears  in  them;  Gal.  iv.  29.  '*  He  that  was  born  after 
the  flelh,  perfecuted  him  that  was  born  after  the  Spirit." 
So  alfo  it  is  riow  :  and  the  perfeciition  here  efpecially 
pointed  atj  was  that  of  fcorning  and  mocking,  viz.  as 
I (hmael  mocked  Ifaaci  Andj  indeed,  mocking  and  de- 
rifion,  which  arifes  from  an  hatred  and  contempt  of  our 
brother^  is  a  degree  of  murder ;  *'  But  I  fay  unto  you^ 
that  whofoever  is  angry  with  his  brother,  without  a  caufe,- 
fh^Il  be  in  danger  of  the  judgment:  and  whofoever  Ihall 
fay  to  his  brother,  Raca,  Ihall  be  in  danger  of  the  council : 
but  whofoeVer  fhall  fay^  Thou  fool,  fhall  be  in  danger  of 
bell-firej'^  Mat;  v.  22.  Here  Raca  fignifies  all  figns  and 
geilures  that  exprefs  contempt;  fuch  as,hiffing,  andflout- 
ingi  and  looking  contemptuoufly  on  our  brother*  Now, 
the  mocking  wherewith  lihmael  mocked  Ifaac,  proceed- 
ed from  the  contempt  and  hatred  of  the  grace  of  God 
in  Ifaac;  which  Paul  obferves,  when  he  fays,  that  he 
perfecuted  that  which  was  born  aftef  the  Spirit.  Thus 
Cain  hated  his  brother,  becaufe  of  the  grace  of  God  in 
him  ;  becaufe  his  deeds  were  good,  1  John  iii.  12.  A 
great  part  of  the  fufferings  of  Ghrift  flood  in  this,  that 
he  was  mocked  for  his  confidence  in  God,  Pfal.  xxii.  8. 
Mat.  xxvii.  43.  The  children  of  Bethel  mocked  Elilha, 
I.  For  his  perfon,  fayinp:,  "  Go  up  thou  bald-head;  go  up 
thou  bald-head.''  2.  For  the  grace  and  favour  of  God 
Ihared  to  Elijah  his^  matter,  faying,  Go  up,  or  afcend,  as 
Elijah  did;  go  up,  not  to  Bethel,  as  fome  remark;  but 
go  up  to  heaven:  and  this  profane  fcorning  he  curfed  in 
the  pame  of  God.  Let  this  learn  children  to  beware 
of  being  mockers  of  the  godly  :  the  curfe  of  God  light- 
ed upon  thefe  children ;  and  ihe-bears  came  forth  out 
of  the  wood,  and  tare  tp  piece?  forty -ivjo  c\x\l^x^^.  c^S. 
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them,"  2  Kings  ii.  23,  24. Now,  there  are  fome  of 

the  nl.irty  marks  of  reproach,  that  are  call  upon  religi- 
on j  and  the  followers  ol  it,  while  they  are  for  figns  and 
for  wonders  in  I  rack 

W,  The  Fourth  thhi.nc  was,  To  give  the  reafons  of  the 
doclrine,  whence  it  is,  That  Chrill  and  his  children  have 
been  and  are  thus  lor  figns  and  wonders  in  lirael :  or, 
XVhy  they  have  beeft,  and  are  thus  rtigmatifed  with  marks 
of  reproich  and  contempt.     And» 

'  1.  They  are  for  figns  and  wonders,  becaufe  they  .are 
tiot  known,  1  John  iii-  i.  ^'  The  worU  knoweth  us  not, 
becaufe  it  knew  not  htm/"  The  world  know  not  Ghrift, 
and  therefore  they  abirfed  him:  if  they  bad  known  ^ 
they  would  not  have  crucified  the  Lord  of  glory.  Ghrift 
was  defpifed  becaufe  the  world  knew  him  not,  John 
i.  ifO.  I  Cor.  ii.  8.  The  \rorId  did  not  know  the  digni- 
ty of  his  perfon,  that  he  was  the  Son  of  God  :  yea, 
whert  he  called  himfelf  the  Son  of  God,  they  called  him 
a  blafphemer,  aiid  ftaned  him*  They  did  not  know  the 
excellency  of  his  doclrine,  otherwife  they  would  never 
have  faid,  that  he  deceiveth  the  people.  They  did  not  . 
know  the  deffgn  of  his  coming,  or  that  he  was  the  Savi- 
our of  the  world,  and  was  to  die  that  they  might  live. 
They  did  not  know  him  in  tlie  power  of  his  refurredlion, 
or  the  fellowfliip  of  his  lufferings  ;  and^  therefore,  they 
reproached  liim.  The  world  doth  not  know  his  followers 
and  friends  neither :  though  the  world  may  know  them, 
with  refpedl  to  their  outward?  circumllances,  yet  the 
World  doth  not  know  the  people  of  God.  The  world  doth 
not  know  them  in  their  fpi ritual  relation  to  God,  as  being 
the  children  of  God.  The  \Vorld  doth  not  know  them 
in  their  fpirituiil  Hate  of  favour  and  friendfliip  with  God. 
The  world  doth  not  know  them  in  their  fpiritual  privi- 
leges, graces,  and  endawments.  The  world  doth  not 
know  them  in  i^efpeB:  of  their  love  to  God,and  God's  love 
to  them,  and  his  difpofition  toward  them.  The  world 
doth  not  know  them  in  their  ads  of  faith  toward  a  God 
in  Chrift,  The  world  doth  not  know  them  in  their 
fecret  duties,  and  fecret  fellowfhip  with  God:  their  life 
IS  hid  with  Chrift  in  God,     K^  m  ^Iio^.n  m<^\\!^^  ftars 
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wiU  appear  to  them  that  live  in,  that  climate  ;,  while  thpfe 
tlaat  live  in  anotlitir  c  imale,  cannot  difcern  them :  fo  will 
the. graces  of  the  goJly  appear,  like  fo  many  glillering 
^iamoncls,  to  the  fpiritual  difcerning  pf  thofe,  who  live, 
in  the  fame  fpiritual  climate.  Hut  the  world  cannot  fee 
them;  they  live  in  another  climate;  "  The  natural  man 
receiveth  not  thip  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God  :  they  are 
foolillvnefe  unto  him.'^  The  worjd  doth  not  know  them, 
in  refpeft  of  their  ufefulnefs;  how  ufcful  they  are  to  bring 
do:3^n  bleffi.ngs  pathefe  among. whom  they  live;,  and 
bow  ufeful  thiy  are,  in  holt'.ing  off  many  fad  jiidgmenis  j 
fo  ten  righteoys  men,  in  Sodom,  would  have  faved  it 
|!rom  4eil<:iJ<l:ion.  The  world  doth  not  know  them  in 
tiiqfe  refpefts  ;  they  do  not  know  ihem  becaufe  they 
are.  fpjritually  blind :  they  do  not  know  them,  becaufe 
they  do.  not  converfe  with  them ;  they  do  not  keep 
company  with  thera  ;  they  may  outwandly  trade  with 
tliera,  but  have  no  fpiritual  correfpoijdenpe  with  them* 
And,  Q  how  excellent  are  the  w.ays  of  Go4  wj^iph  ?:k>W 
teproachj  b^ut  thpfe  that  l^now  ihi^m  npt  !• 

2.  They  are  for  frgns  aad  wonders  in  the  \v/orf4»  ^* 
Oajire  they  arc  not  likg  the  world ;  th^y  are  unlike  tQ 
the  wicked.  As  men  will  wonder  at  a  p<^rfontbat  19^ not 
like  other  folk  i.'fothey  arc  for  wonders^  becaufe  they 
are  a  difftirent  fpeci^s  from.tlie  world;  yea,Jth^y  are  men 
of  another  world,  John  XV:.  1.6,  17, :.  Where  yqu  fee  the 
%vorld.hat-es. the.  people  of  God,  ii^s^ife  they  are  like 
Chrifl,  whp  was  hated  of  the  world  ;-  and  becaufe  they 
are  unlike  unto  t|i^.  wodd :-  they  are  ne.w-born  ;  and 
h?iye  another  nature  :,tl^ey  are  llrangers  here,  and  have 
their,  face  ffit  toward «  another  world.  They  are  many 
way&imlikse  the  world. — -The  world-  and  they  are  o.hjeds 
gf  di%rent  affe£iions;  the  one  is  loved,  and  the  other  is 
bateds-ofGod, — Xhey  are  ful^cfts  of  different  Lords,  viz. 
God  and  the  dc^jil  :  ajid.thefe  two  Lords  command  con- 
trary things ;«  tkey  pw'onnfe  cqntrary  rewards,  and  they 
threaten  contrary  puniflimeuts.^  The.  devil .  commands 
men  to  ferve  their  lulls;  he  promifes.  them  temppral 
pleafures,  and  he  threatens,  temporal  miferies  to  thefe 
that  will  not  ferve  him.  Now,  God's  commands,  pro- 
pifes  and  threatenings,  are  of.atiOlVi^t  ti'^\\ix^\  /^^^  ^^ 

S  "^  '^^•^ 
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there  is  vafl  odds  between  the  ope.  and  the  other,  while 
they  are  fuhje(a:s  of  different  Lords  5  the  godly  being 
brought  from  darknefs  to  light  and  frorn  the  powef  of 
Satan  unto  God;  the  wicked  being  led  captives  by  Satan, 
dt  his  pleafure;  he  rules  in  the  hearts  of  the  children  of 
difobedience :  yea,  the  god  of  this  world  blinds  their  eyes; 
&nd  fuggefts  all  manner, of  evil  unto  them,  and  fills  them 
with  prejudice  and  enmity  againft  the  faints-~But  then, 
as  they  are  objects  of  diflferent  affedlions,  and  fubjefts 
of , different  Lords,  fo  they  are  perfons  of  different  prinr 
ciples,  that  they  aft  from :  the  one  a6ts  merely  from  the 
flefh,  the  other  afts  from  the  Spirit;  contrary  fpirits  ad^ 
them  fevers^lly ;  *'  Ye  have  not  received  the  fpint  of  this 
world,  hut  the  fpirit  which  is  of  God,'*-r!rrFurther,they  are 
a  people  of  different  ends,  whether  we  ponfider  the  end 
propofed  by  them,  or  the  end  defigned  uppn  them,  A^ 
to  the  end  propofed  by  them  ;  the  godly  man  propofes 
the  glory  of  God,  as  his  great  and  ultimate  end  :  the 
wicked  man  propofes  the  fatisfaftion  of  his  own  liifts,  a^ 

.his  end.  As  to  the  end  defigned  upon  them;  the  end  of 
the  godly  man  will  be,  that  he  Ihall  enter  into  the  joy  of 
his  Lord,  to  be  for  ever  with  him:  the  end  of  the 
wicked  will  be,  that  he  fha^l  be  turned  into  hell,  to  be 
tormented  with  the  devil  and  his  angels. -r-Now,  feeing 
they  are  eyery  way  fo  unlike  to  the  world,  no  wonder 
that  they  be  for  figns  and  wonder^  in  the^ world;  for^ 
^*  What  fellowfhip  hath  righteoufnefs  with  unrighteouf- 
nefs  ?  Or,  what  concord  hath  light  with  darknefs?  What 
communion  hath  Ghrifl  with  Belial  ?  What  part  hath  he 
that  believeth  with  an  infidel  ?"  2  Cor.  vi.  14,  T5.  Now, 
becaufe  they  are  fo  unlike  the  world,  and  cannot  follow 
the  courfe  of  the  world ;  therefore  they  are  reproached 
therein  :  "  They  think  it  llrange,  that  they  run  not  with 
them,  to  the  fame  e^^cefs  of  riot ;  fpeakingevil  pfyou,''^ 
1  Pet.  iv.  4. 

3.  They  are  forligns  and  for  wonders  in  the  world,  be- 
caufe they  are  enemies  to  the  way  of  the  world.  The  wickr 
ednefs  of  the  world  is  a  vexation  to  them  ;  "  For  that 
righteous  man  Lot,  dwelling  among  them,  in  feeing,  and 
hearings  vexed  his  righteous  fonl  from  day  to  day,  with 

f&^ir  uniavvful  deeds,^'  il^etAi.^.  ^^  Kxx  >3iTv\vyS^ ^^Jixs. \^ «iti 
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abomination  to  the  jiifl ;  and  he  that  is  upright  in  the  way, 
is  an  abomination  to  the  wicked,"  Prov.  xxix.  27.  The 
godly  hate  tlieir  ways,  not  their  perfons:  we  are  obliged 
to  love  yonr  perfons,  but  to  hate  your  ibices,  Plal.  cxxxix^. 
^i,  22.  They  cannot  but  be  as  ligns  and  wonders  to  the 
wicked,  efpecially  when  they  ha^e  that  which  tliey  love, 
and  love  that  wWch  tliey  hate.  And  the  world  i«  not  be- 
Jiind  with  them,  in  their  hatred ;  lor,  as  the  godly  haia 
the  wickednefe  of  the  vi'icked,  as  far  a*  he  is  godly ;  fo 
the  wicked  hate  the  godly,  and  tl>eir  godlinefs  both  ; 
The  carnal  mind  of  them  is  enmity  againft  God  :  and 
the  heart  being  full  of  enmity,  out  of  the  abundance  o£ 
the  heart  the  mouth  fpeaketh,  and  fpeaketh  reproach*, 
fully.  The  very  root  of  all  this  oppofuiori,  is  the  en- 
mity that  is  put  between  the  feeci  of  the  wojnaa,  and  ther 
feed  of  the  ferpcnt. 

4.  They  are  for  figns  and  for  wonders  in  lifraeJ,  and 
in  the  wcr^d,  becaufe  they  reprove  the  worlds,  and  do 
what  they  can  tQ<;^^yf<?  them  leave  their  carnal  joy,  their 
parting  pleafiire^^  and  finful  d^liglits^.  of  which  they  arq^ 
fo  fond.— rT he  cliildjren,  of  Qod  are  th.e  lights  of  the  worlds 
J^hil.  ii.  15.  ''  That  ye  may  be  bl^iielefs  and  harmlefs, 
the  ions  of  God  wi  ho;it  rebuke,  iq  the  G^idftof  a.crooked 
smd  perverfefteneration.,  a^raong  whom  y^  flline  as  lights 
in  the  world."  Now^  the  natural  man  loveth  not  to  come 
.  to  this  light ;  "  Every  one  that  doth  evU,bMeth  the  light  j 
neither  com.eth  to  the  light,  left  bis  deeds  fliould  be  re^ 
proved,"  Johniii.  %o.  They  wiJ},n<?tcom<^  near  the  god* 
ly,  fo  to fpe-skj; ihey  will  not  fo  much  a^come  in  fpeaking 
^erms  with  them,  upon  a^iy  i'pirkvial  heavenly  cliicotirfe  v 
they  love  not  tot^jk  with  tliem^otherwife  their  tallj.  would 
ifeprove  theirs,,  which  is  nothing  but  the  langu'^^geof  Afli^ 
4od:.  they  love  iv>t  to.  walk  or  converfe  with  them,  otherr 
wife  their  walk  and  converfation  would'  reprove  and  con* 
demn.  theirs  J:  and  hence  they  care  for  none  of  their  change ;. 
their  company  is  but  a  burden  to  them*,;  they  are. in  bond^ 
age  when  thty  are  obliged  to  be  in  their  company  any 
time,  efpeciaily  if  they  be  very  fpiritual  Chriflians:  th|5 
inore  fpiritual  their  converfation  is,  the  more  hateful  it  ig 
to  the  carnal  man. — The  godly  are  the  fait  of  thce^rth,to 
l^eep  tbe  wprld  from  ftinking;  ihU  &ik^\.VL  fav^x\.^3cv^\jt 

S  4.  \^^>ixA.^> 
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wounds  and  fores;  and  they  cannot  endure  to.be  cro& 
fed:  hence  they  hate  them  that  rebuke  in  the  gate,  an4 
they  abhor  him  that  fpeaketh  uprightly,  Amos  v.  Jo."Re- 

?rove  a  fcorner  and  he  will  hate  thee,"  faith  Solomon, 
Vov.  ix.  8.  See  alfo  ver.  7.  *^  H^  that  reproveth  a 
fcorner,  getteth  to  himfelf  fhame :  and  he  that  rebuketh 
a  wicked  man,  getteth  to  himfelf  a  blot.'*  Men  fpeak 
againft  religion,  becaufc  it  fpeaks  againft  them,  Why 
were  the  Pharifees  fo  exafperated  againft  Chrift,  but  bcr 
caufe  he  fpake  his  parables  againft  them  ?  John  vii.  7.  He 
was  a  fign  every-where  fpoken  againft,  bfecaufe  his  doc- 
trine every- where  fpeaketh  againft  ihe  way  of  the  world:, 
and  no  wonder  then  that  all  thefe  fpeak  againft  it,  who 
hate  to  be  convinced  by  it,  and  fear  to  he  condemned 
by  it.  Why  are  faithful  minifters  fo  much  hated  in  the 
\vorld,  but  becaufe  they  fhevv  people  their  tranfgreflions, 
their  drunkennefs,  whoredom,  fwearing,  lying,  and 
Sabbath-breaking ;  their  villainy,  knavery,  and  vice  ? 
Though  none  pretend  it  is  for  that  caufe  they  hate  them» 
but,  perhaps,fay,it  isforfome  ill  thing  they  alledge  againft 
them :  for  Satan  hides  his  calumny  and  cruelty  heft  un- 
der a  cloak  of  pretence  for  religion,  But,  however,  if 
they  would  flatter  men,  and  fpeak  peace  to  them,  ta 
whom  Grod  fpeaks  no  peace,  they  might  avoid  a^  gres^t 
deal  of  reproach  and  cenfure;  hut  they  d^re  not  do  it : 
they  are  not  to  make  a  new  hw,  or  a  new  gofpel,  but 
to  preach  that  which  is  made,  Jer.  xv.  19.  There  we 
have  the  minifterial  commiflion;  "  Let  them  return  un- 
to thee,  but  return  not  thou  unto  them.'\  The  hearts 
and  lives  of  men  rauft  be  brought  to  comply  with  the 
word  of  God;  for  the  word  of  God  can  never  be  made 
to  comply  with  the  humours  and  fancies  of  men:  if  they- 
aim  at  pleafmg  men,  they  cannot  approve  themfelve^ 
the  fervants  of  Chrift  j  and  therefore  they  ^re  reproach- 
ed and  evil  fpoken  of. 

V.  The  Fifth  thing  was,  TJie  ApplicatTon  of  the  fub- 
jeft  ;  which  we  fhall  effay  in  an  ufe  of  information,  trir 
*al,  and  exhortation. 

The  Firft  ufe  then  is  of  information.  Is  it  fo,  as  has 
beeui  f^id^  yh^t  Qhriil  zxt^  Vxis  ^to^\^^  ^t^  \\^\.^dn  cour 
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tcmned,  reproached,  and  wondered  at  by  the  world  ? 
Then  hence  we  may  fee, 

1.  The  neceffity  of  the  day  of  judgment :  for,  if  the' 
world  might  be  judged  here,  the  beft  in  the  world  would 
be  run  down  with  reproach  and  condemned;  yea,  hated 
as  monllers.  But  what  a  wonder  of  divine  patience  is  it, 
that  this  glorious  One,  who  hath  fo  much  faid  againft 
him  and  his  followers,  while  he  and  his  children  are 
loaded  with  reproach,  doth  not  anfwer  all  thefe  reproach- 
es with  thunder  and  lightning  ?  Why,  it  is  a  day  of  pa-r 
tience:  but  there  is  a  clay  of  vengeance  coming,  where- 
in he  will  no  longer  keep  filence,  Jude,  ver.  14,  i^.  &c. 
This  day  God  will  not  anticipate,  for  he  knows  it  is 
poming,  Pfal.  xxxvii.  13. 

2.  Hence  fee  the  duty  of  all  that  hear  thefe  tidings  : 
the  duty  of  profeffors,  the  duty  of  profane  perfons,  and 
the  duty  of  faints.— See  the  duty  of  profellbrs,  to  bCf 
"ware  that  they  be  not  a  fcandal  to  the  wicked,  i  Tini, 
V.  14.  Your  fcandalous  converfation  may  occafion  the 
reproaches,  that  are  caft  upon  the  faints  by  the  wicked 
world:  for,  when  you  that  profefs  religion,  arc  but  vain 
and  frothy  in  your  converfation,  double  and  deceitful  in 
your  dealings,  loofe  and  Untender  in  your  walk,  you  bring 
vp  an  ill  report  upon  religion,  and  make  enemies  think 
that  religion  is  but  a  Iham,— rSee  the  duty  of  profane 
folk  :  that  they  beware  of  reproaching  and  contemning 
religion,  and  religious  people,  vpon  whatever  pretence.*^ 
And  if  none  but  faints  ihall  win  to  hefiven,  what  will  be- 
come of  them  that  look  upon  fuch  as  monfters  !  See  al. 
fo  the  duty  of  faints,  and  of  all  the  children  of  God  that 
are  reproached :  they  are  not  to  account  it  a  ftrange 
thing  though  the  world  lopk  upon  them  as  monfters ; 
yea,  fo  blind  is  the  world,  that  they  may  reckon  you  the 
very  folk  that  Ihould  be  baniftied  out  of  the  world.  Paul, 
before  his  converfion,  looked  upon  the  faints  as  worthy 
pf  death;  Afts  xxvi.  9,  10,  .11.  *^  I  verily  thought  witl^ 
myfelf,  that  I  ought  to  do  many  things  contrary  to  the 
name  of  Jefus:  which  thing  I  alfo  did  in  Jerufalem;  and 
many  of  the  faints  did  Ifbut  up  in  prifon,  having  receiv- 
ed authority  from  the  chief  priefts;  and  when  they  wer^ 
put  to  death,  I  gave  my  voice  agaiuft  them,  ifixd  1  ^\isw\$iv^ 
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ed  them  oft  in  €very  fynagogue,  and  compelled  them  to 
blafpherae ;  and  being  e^^ceedingly  nis^d  againft  them, 
I  p^^rfecated  thccri  even  untq  ftrgtnge  cities."  Think  it 
Hot  llrangc,  thgt  the  world  Ihould  cp^demn  you,  ^nd 
tontemn  you ;  you  are  contemned  and  dcfpif^d  with 
«Kxl  company,  ev^n  with  the  hell  of  company,  with 
Qirift  himfelf :  '^  Behold,,  J  and  the  children  whom  the 
Xj6rd  hath  given  me,  arc  for  figns  and  wonders.^*  I  fear,. 
to  enlarge  on  this  fubjedl  were  to  purcliafe  myfelf  more 
of  that  reproach  *. 

3.  Hence  fee  the  reafon  why  the  godly,  in  all  ages^ 
have  been  perfecutcd  and  barbaroufly  ufed  as  monflrous 
perfons,  and  religion  as  a  monflrous  opinion*  The 
Lord's  people  need  not  look  upon  it  as  a  rare  thing  ;^ 
*•  Think  it  not  ftrangc  concerning  the  fiery  trial,  which, 
is  to  try  you,  as  though  ferae  ftrangc  thing  happened 
timo  you,'*  I  Pet.  iv.  12.  We  need  not  think  it  ftrange 
if  rdigioB  itfelf  be  ridiculed;  Iesa  reltgio  is  opprobr^- 
AK  trEBTiT,  faid  Bcmard.  Here  many  things  might  be 
condcfcended  upon  for  the  illuftration  of  this  point;  but 
ha\nng  aiEgned  a  variety  of  inftances  above,  on  the  fe- 
cond  head,  concerning  Popery,  S^c.  we  fliall  fuperceda 
iny  further  enlargement. 

4.  Hence  fee  what  reafon  the  godly  hs^ve  to  b^ar  re- 
firoach  and  contradiftion  with  patience,  feeing  Chrift 
bimfelf,  apd  all  his  followers,  have  been  thus,  treated. 
Wc  are  ready  to  reprefent  any  reproach  very  hainouily, 
faying,  "  We  do  well  to  be  angr}';  it  is  not  a  thing  ta 
be  endured:''  yet,  O  how  much  doth  God  bear  with  the 
contempt  caft  upon  his  name !  How  much  doth  Chri(\ 
bear  with  the  reproach  caft  upon  his  name  I  And  ft^rely. 
this  fliould  moderate  our  refehtment  of  any  indignity 
done  to  our  name.  This  doth  not  hinder  our  taking  all 
proper  methods,  for  vindicating  our  own  reputation,^ 
and  good  name,  which  is  as  precious  ointment :  *but  only 
it  fliould  mitigate  our  refentment ;    for,    who  s^re  we 

that 

•  AKout  t!i€  tttne  when  this  fermon  was  preached,  there  were  mighty  alter- 
cations amongft  both  minifters  and  people  about  the  Marrow  Doctritti:  ;  our 
AtJthot  being  a  favoorer  of  that  do^inc,  ^ot  his  cnvn  ibarc  gf  th?  contujpete 
^obloquy  cfthefc  times. 
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thtit  we  flioilld  not  be  contradifted,  feeing  Chrifthimfelf 
endured  the  contradiftion  of  finners  againil  himfcif  ? 

5.  Hence  fee  what  a  wonder  of  divine  power  it  is,  that 
true  Ghriltianity  and  its  followers  have  been  kept  up,  ami 
jhaintained,  and  preferved  in  the  world,  notwithllanding 
of  the  univcrfal  contradiftion  and  oppofition  it  hath  met 
with.  The  plantation- of  the  gofpel- church,  at  firft,  was 
oppofed  by  all  the  powers  of  darknefs;  and  in  all  ages 
it  hath  met  with  fuch  oppofition,  that  if  it  had  not  been 
of  God,  it  had  come  to  nought ;  **  This  is  the  doing  of 
the  Lord  ;  and  it  is  marvellous  in  our  eyes,"  That  ^ 
profeflion,  fo  oppofite  to  the  carnal  thoughts,  and  fenftl- 
al  delights  of  men,  fliould  be  yet  preferved  in  the  worid, 
ift  a  wonder,  feeing  it  is  every-where  fpoken  againft,  re* 
proached,  and  reviled,  and  yet  ftrangely  viftorious,  Hot 
only  without,  but  againft  fecular  power  and  forcp,  for 
feme  ages.  Here  is  the  bufli  burning,  and  yet  not  con^ 
fumed. 

Mahomet's  delufions  could  never  prevail  in  the  worM, 
till,  getting  the  power  of  the  fword,  he  difcharged,  up- 
on pain  of  death,  fpeaking  againft  him  or  his  doftrine } 
tnd  by  fuch  b^rbstrous  rnethods  it  hath  been  fuppofted 
now,  above  thefe  thoufand  years.-^Thus  antichrift  alfa 
had  maintained  his  intereft,  by  caufing  as  many  as  wouW 
not  worfhip  the  image  of  the  beaft,  to  be  killed,  Rev.  xiiii 
15.  Thus  have  errors  and  falfe  religion  been  propagated: 
biit  flrip  them  of  thpfe  fupports,  and  they  fall  to  nothing 
of  courfef  Where  is  all  the  fplendor  of  the  heathen 
(Jeities  and  idolatries  ?  Are  not  their  oracles  filent,  their 
altars  deferted,  their  gods  faniifhed  and  periftied  frotJt 
the  earth  ?  We  may  not  only  fay,  **  Where  are  the  god« 
Of  Hamath  and  Arphad?  Where  are  the  gods  of  SephaN 
vaitn,  Hena,  and  Ivah?"  But,  where  are  the  gods  of  Ba- 
bylon and  Egypt,  Greece  and  Rome;  and  the  illuflrions 
names  of  Saturn,  Jupiter,  Juno,  and  Diana,  fee.  Where 
^re  the  gods  pf  our  Britifli  anceftors,  before  they  re- 
ceived the  light  of  the  glorious  gofpel  ?  Their  names  wtl 
written  in  the  duft.  But,  behold  !  Chrift  and  his  glo- 
tious  doftrine  ftill  flourilh,  in  fome  place  of  the  worldg^ 
to  this  day ;  though,  for  many  ages  deftitute  of  all  fc^ 
Cular  fupportj^  and  aljaulted  on  all  hands,  by  dmtv^^TA 
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implacable  enemies,  yet  ftill  it  is  upheld  bjr  its  o>yn  itv^ 
trin(ic  truth  s^nd  e^^cellence,  and  that  divine  power  that; 
^accompanied  it:  yegi,  to  the.  end  of  the  world,  the  Gap- 
tain  of  fi^lYS^tioa  wiU  ride  fqirthj  in  the  chariot  of  this 
gpfpel,  with  his  crc3^wn  upoq  his  he%d,  a^njd  bis.  bow  ii| 
fci^  hand,  conquering  an4  to  conquer. 

.  6.  Hence  fee  the  folly  and  wickednefs,  of  thofe,  that 
reproach  the.  way  of  the  Lo^d.^  who  fpea^H  ag^inft  Chrifl; 
$|nd  his.  holy  rdigioiu.  a^  n;onftrous  :  furely  we  (houlct 
lanient  their  <?afe^  becai^fe  of  the  dilhonour  Ijerehy  done 
%o  the  name  of  Qod  and  Chrift.  How  iho\\ld  it  atfefl; 
us,  th^t  the  God  that  made  the  world  (hpuld  be  fa  vili- 
fied in  the  world  1  That  Chrift,  who  fo  loved  the  vvorld^ 
ihould  be  hated  by  the  world  I  What  fhould  we  dp.\yittv. 
the  reproach  caft  upon  him  and  His  followers.,  but  as 
kiitR  Hezekig^h  did  with  RabfJ^akeh's  blajpheiixous  letter; 
^*  He  fpread  \t  before  ^he  Lord,  faying,  Now,  Lord  i 
what  wilt  thou  do  for  thy  own  name?"  and  with  thq 
pfalmift:  "QQodl  how  long  fhall  the  ad verfary  re- 
proach, ^nd  enemies  Ulafph^me  thy  uanie,  for  ever  ?'^ 
I^fal.  Ixxiv.  lo,  1 8.  2  2.  What  a  miferable  cpudition  are 
they  in,  who  thus  prefumptuouijy  reproa^ch  the  way  o^ 
the  Lord  I  ThQugh  they  may  dq  it  with  an  air  of  affur- 
ance,  as  if  there  waiS  no  hazard  j  yet,  he  that  rolls  this, 
ftone^  it  will  certainly  return  uppn  him :  Zi'on  will  be  a 
burdenfome  ftone  to  her  enemies;  and  on  whomlbever 
this  ftone  falls,  it  will  grind  them  to  powder.  How  little 
do  reproachers  confider  what  mifchief  they  do  to  the 
fouls  of  others?  Unwary  fouls  are  eafily  beguiled,  and, 
brought  over  to  entertain  rooted  prejudices  againft  that 
which  they  hear  every  where  fpokeu  agSrinft  and  re- 
proached. Few  have  confideration  and  refolution  enouglv 
to  maintain  a  good  opinion  of  that,  which  they,  who  fet 
up  for  wits,  make  it  their  bufinefs  to  ridicule  and  cry 
4own.  Many  poor  fouls  have  their  minds  quite  de- 
bauched, by  thefe  means :  and,  under  a  pretence  of  free 
thought,  a  fafliionable  converfation,  and  a  generous  dif-. 
dain  of  profeffing  Angularity,  atheiftical  and  deiftical 
principles  are  imbibed,  reftraints  of  confcience  arefhaken 
pff,  brutifli  lufts  are  indulged,  yea,  pleaded  for ;  an4 
^rioifs  gqdlinek,  and  fervent  devotipni  looked.upoii  witlj 
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contetiipt;    and  thus  the  heart   irapregnably  fortified 
againll  Chrift  and  the  gofpel. 

Again,  This  doftrine  may  be  improven  by  way  of 
trial-  People  may  try  their  Hate  by  this  doarine. 
Though  every  mark  of  reproach  be  not  a  mark  of  grace; 
for,  Jbme  may  be  jullly  fpoken  of,  and  yet  be  gracious 
perfons  ;  and  others  may  be  unjuftly  reproached,  and 
yet  be  gracelefs  perfons :  yet  there  are  fome  things  where- 
by we  may  try,  if  we  be  reproached,  whether  the  re- 
proaches caft  upon  us  meet  v^hh  fuch  reception  from  us, 
as  to  determinate  our  being  the  children  of  Chrift,  that 
Are  bearing  his  reproach  with  him.  I  may  apply  to  this 
what  the  apoftle  fays  of  challifement,  Heb.  xii.  8.  "  If 
ye  be  without  challifement,  then  are  ye  baftards,  and  not 
Ions:"  and  jet  chaftifement  of  itfelf,  as  an  afflidlion,  is 
no  mark  of  fonfhip,  if  it  be  not  fanftified:  even  fo  here, 
if  ye  be  without  reproach,  then  are  ye  baflards,  and  not 
children  ;  and  yet  reproach  ©f  itfelf  is  no  mark  of  being 
children,  if  it  be  not  accompanied  with  faving  ^^d,  and 
if  it  be  not  fandlified. 

Quest.  How  fhall  we  know  if  we  get  any  faving 
good,  out  of  reproach,  fuch  as  will  difcover  us  to  be 
children?  ^Behold,  I  and  my  children  are  for  figns  and 
wonders." 

I.  It  is  a  mark  of  one^s  getting  faving  good  out  of 
reproach,  if  he  receive  them  with  the  fame  mind  and 
fpirit,  with  which  Chrift  received  them.  How  did 
Chrift  receive  them  ?  Why,  he  received  them  as  out  of 
his  Father's  hand.  Reproach  was  a  part  of  his  bitter 
cup  }  **  Now,  fays  Chrift,  the  cup  which  my  Father  giv- 
eth  me  to  drink,  Ihall  I  not  drink  it  ?"  So,  the  child  of 
God  looks  upon  reproach,  as  coming  from  the  hand  of 
God:  though  he  fees  the  finful  hand  of  man,  yet  he  fees 
the  holy  hand  of  providence;  this  is  obferved  in  the  text: 
**  We  are  for  figns  and  wonders,  from  the  Lord  of  hofls, 
that  dwelleth  in  mount  Zion  :'*  we  fee  the  hand  of  our 
God.  Thus  David;  God  hath  bidden  Shimei  curfe  Da- 
vid.— ^Again,  Chrift  received  reproach  with  meeknefs; 
for,  "  He  was  meek  and  lowly;  when  he  was  reviled,  he 
reviled  not  again;  when  he  fuffcrcd^  he  t.Kr^^X'WLt;iT.tiX.-:» 
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yea,  h6  was  fo  far  from  reviling  ag^in,  that  he  prayed 
for  forgivenefs  to  his  reproachers,  Luke  xxiii.  46,  Soiue- 
thing  of  the  fame  fpirit  will  be  in  us,  if  reproach  do  us 
real  good.-^He  received  thera  fubmiffively ;  /^  He  com- 
bitted  himfelf  to  him  that  judgeth  righteoufly,'*  i  Pet* 
ii.  23,  So  will  we  be  fubmiflive  to  God's  providential 
afflicting  will,  and  thereby  be  more  humbled. 

2.  It  is  a  figt^of  one's  getting  faving  good  of  reproach^ 
es,  if  thereby  they  are  brought  to  examine  themfelvesi 
if  they  have  given  juft  occafiori  for  reproach  :  and  tho* 
they  find  they  have  given  i^o  juft  occafibn  before  menj 
yet  are  they  made  tp  feareh  their  own  fouls^  to  fee  and 
lament  the  fin  that  hath  provoked  God  to  alfiia  them 
with  the  fcourge  of  tongues  ;  and  thereupon  are  made 
to  pray,  with  Joby  "  Shew  me  wherefore  thou  contend- 
^ft  with  me,"  Job  x.  2*  .  And*  withal  being  thankful 
to  God,  afcribing  it  only  to  his  grace,  that  they  have 
been  kept  from  giving  any  juft  occafion  fot*  fuch  an  af* 
perfion* 

3.  It  is  a  mark  of  oile's  getting  good  of  reproach,  if 
reproac^s  have  come  while  we  were  in  a  courfe  of 
backlliding,  and  they  have  been  the  means  of  recover- 
ing us;  wlience  we  are  made  to  blefs  the  Lord  thathehath 
fent  them,  to  put  a  ftop  to  our  defeftion*  This  is  an  evi- 
dence of  our  getting  good  by  reproach^  as  David  faid 
of  aflidlion:  **  It  is  good  for  me  that  I  was  afflifted;  be- 
fore I  was  afflldled,  I  went  aftray,  but  now  I  have  kept 
thy  word,"  Pfal.  cxix.  67.  And  that  reproach  was  a 
part  of  his  afflidlion,  is  evident  from  ver*  69.  *'  Th^ 
proud  have  forged  a  lye  againft  me/* 

4.  It  is  an  evidence  of  one's  getting  good  of  reproach^ 
yhen  a  perfon  is,  in  a  fpiritual  manner,  fuitably  affected^ 
according  to  the  rife  of  the  reproach.— ^If  it  arife  from 
pur  fin,  fo  that  we  have  given  occafion  for  the. reproach^ 
lb  as  God  is  diftionoured :  if  in  that  cafe  the  foul  b€ 
more  grieved  for  the  difhonour  done  to  God,  than  for 
any  thing  relative  to. his  own  particular  interett;  this  is 
an  evidence  of  his  getting  good  thereby,  why,  the  man 
in  this  cafe  lays  his  own  honour  in  the  duft,  and  grieves 
for  the  dilhpnour  done  to  God-r— If  the  rife .  of  the  re-» 
pro^ch  he  from  our  duty,  and  thereupon  the  foul  be 
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more  confirmed  in  the  way  of  duty,  as  thofe,  Neb.  v.  8. 
"  Ought  we  not  to  wulk  in  the  fear  of  the;  Lord,  becaufe* 
of  the  reproach  of  the  brethren  J"  And  as  David,  Pfal. 
cxix.  69.  ''  The  proud  have  forged  a  lye  againll  ©e: 
but  I  will  keep  thy  precepts  with  my  whole  heart.'* 
When  a  man,  inftead  of  being  deterred  from  a  duty,  by 
reproach  call  upon  him,  is  more  confirmed,  and  m^d^ 
more  circunifjiect,  in  the  way  of  duty,  than  ever. — ^If  the 
reproach  hath  ril'en  from  our  zeal  for  the  concerns  of 
Chrift  and  his  intereit;  and  thereupon,  the  man  hathbeea 
made  to  count  it  his  glory,  *'  Elieeming  the  reproach  of 
ChriiV  greater  riches  than  the  treafures  of  Egypt:"  and  th^ 
man  is  more  grieved  for  the  afperfions  call  upon  Chrift, 
than  what  concerneth  hirofelf,  faying,  as  Plalra  Ixix,  9. 
♦'  The  xeal  of  thine  houfe  hath  eaten  me  up;  and  the  re- 
proaches of  them  that  reproach  thee,  are  fallen  upon  m€." 
Thefe  are  evidences  of  reproach  doing  good  to  a  man : 
when  thereby,  alfo,  he  is  made  to  long  for  the  day  of 
the  manifeftation  of  the  fons  of  God ;  when  our  reputati- 
on will  be  ckared  up,  and  afperfions  cad  upon  us  wipC 
away. — Thus  much  for  marks  in  order  to  trial. 

Again,  The  doftrine  may  be  applied  for  exhortatioOv 
Having  no  time  for  addreffing  myfelf  to  particular  forts 
of  peribns,  I  ilialj  ofier  thefe  following  advices,  and  drop 
them  in  the  general. 

Advice  j.  Let  all  profeffors  of  religion  take  care,  thftf 
th<ey  give  no  occafion  to  any  to  look  upon  them  and  their 
religion  too  as  monftrous.  Some  that  wear  Chrift's  li>» 
very  may  be  taxed,  as  a  fcandal  to  his  family,  By  thtiif 
lying,  cheating,  drjankenn.efs,  whoredom,  and  ether 
vices :  tho'  it  is  unjuft  and  unfair  to  reproach  religion,  bc^ 
caufe  fome  who  profefs  it  expofe  thecpfelves  to  reprodcb^. 
yet,  it  is  no  doubt  a  grievous  fm  in  thofe  who  giv-^  -any 
occafion  to  do  fo,  i  Tim.  v.  14.  We  fliould  priy  ^itfc 
David,  ^'  Leiid  me  in  a  plain  path,  becaufe  of  mm^  eoe^ 
mies ;"  in  the  Hebrew  it  i$,  beoapTie  of  mine  ob$;ej^v^r»p 
Our  enemies  are  pur  obfervcfs ;  and  though  np  iiaAit 
pradice  is  confident  with  religion,  yet  en^ini^  ^ijl 
think,  and  fay  fo,  if  tbcy  fiijid  v-s  m^ng  it  confiA^SHit 
with  the  profeilion  of  religion. 
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Advice  2.  If  the  world  be  fet  upon  fpeaking  reproach- 
fully of  religion^  let  us  be  the  more  engaged  to  fpeak 
favourably  of  it;  Every  believer  fhould  be  both  a  witnefs 
and  an  advocate  for  his  religion,  and  for  the  truths 
When  you  hear  how  God's  name  is  abufedj  his  peo- 
ple reproached,  his  truth  corttradifted,  have  you  never 
a  word  to  fay  for  him?  Whoever  is  afhamed  of  hint 
tiowj  of  him  will  he  be  aftiamed  when  he  comes  in  the 
glory  of  his  Father.  If  we  hear  our  deareft  friends  in 
the  world  flanderedj  we  will  be  ready  to  appear  for  their 
vindication  I  and  have  we  norcfentment  of  the  contumely 
and  contempt  caft  upon  God,  and  Ghrift,  and  the  fcrip^ 
turcs  of  truth?  If  we  fear  we  are  not  able  to  fpeak  foi* 
the  truth,  as  we  ought,  we  may  take  encouragement 
from  that  promife,  **  It  fliall  be  given  you  in  the  fame 
hour,  what  ye  fhall  fpeak."  Out  of  the  mouth  of  babe^ 
and  fucklings  he  can  ordain  ftrength  ;  and  fd  ftill  the 
adverfary  and  avenger. 

Advice  3*  Reckon  the  godly  to  be  the  excellent  ones  of 
the  earth,  however  contemptible  and  hateful  the  world 
judge  them  to  be.  The  righteous  is  more  excellent  than 
his  neighbour,  however  reproached;  and  it  is  the  wick- 
ed that  are  the  monfters.  Let  none  thitik  the  Worfe  of 
the  way  of  religion  and  godlinefs }  neither  be  frighted 
from  walking  in  that  way,  becaufe  of  the  contempt 
poured  upon  it.— Gonfider  who  the  reproachers  are ; 
generally  men  of  debauched  confciehces,  and  profligate 
lives  :  if  you  choofe  fuch  for  your  leaders^  then  the 
blind  leads  the  blind,  and  both  will  fall  into  the  ditch. — 
Gonfider  how  trifling  their  reproaches  are  :  they  that 
fpeak  againfl.  religion,  they  make  lies  their  refuge,  and 
under  falfhood  they  hide  themfelves*  Gonfider  how  much 
is  to  be  faid  in  favours  of  the  good  old  way,  whoever  they 
be  that  reproach  it:  "  Wifdom's  ways  are  pleafantnefs, 
and  all  her  paths  peace."  All  the  wealth  and  pleafure  of 
the  world  is  not  worth  an  hour's  communion  with  God 
in  Ghrift,  in  the  way  of  believing  the  gofpcrl,  and  em- 
bracing the  truth.— Gonfider,  that  however  the  godly- 
may  be  run  down,  they  Ihall  be  raifed  up ;  for  the  re- 
proaching of  .them  is  the  reproaching  of  Ghrift  and  his 
religion :  though  none  pretend  it  is  religion  they.reproach. 
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but  only  fuch  and  fuch  profefibrs  of  religion ;  yet  Chrift 
reckons  himfe.f  concerned  in  the  quarrel.  If  his  people 
be  perfecut^d  with  tdngues  or  hands,  it  is  a  perfecutioa 
ofGhriR?  **  SauU  Saul;  why  perfecuteft  thou  me?'* 
And  furely  Ghrill  will  be  too  hard  for  hift  enemies  :  he 
will  concern  himfelf  in  the  caufe  of  his  friend*  and  chil* 
dren ;  and  therefore^  he  aiid  his  people,  and  his  caufe 
and  truths,  will  fuccefsfully  prevail,  and  have  the  afcen* 
dant,  ere  all  be  done^  let  the  wofld  do  and  fay  what  they 
will. 

Advice  4>  Beware  of  reproaching  your  nei^bour  in 
any  cafe,  left  yoii  come  to  be  amongft  the  reproachen 
of  Chrift  and  hU  children!  *'  3peak  not  evil  One  of  ano* 
ther,*'  faith  the  apoftle. 

(i.)  God  difcharges  this  praiaicej  "  ThoU  flialt  not 
raife  a  falfe  repof  t :  put  not  thine  hand  with  the  wicked  tc^ 
be  an  unrighteous  witnefs^  Exod.  xxiii.  u  Thou  fhalt  not 
RAISE  a  falfe  report;''  it  may  be  rendered,  *Thou  ihalt 
not  RFXEiVR  a  fal!'e  report  i^  and  it  faysj.that  railing,  ot 
receiving,  of  falfe  reports,  afe  ecjually  difcharged. 

(^.)  God  obfcrves  this  bad  carriage,  iti  a  fpecial  man- 
Her  J  "  I  have  heard  the  reproach  of  Moab,  ^hd  the  revil* 
ing.  of  the  children  of  Ammon,  how  they  baVe  feproachji 
ed  itly  people,*'  Zcph.  ii.  d« 

(3.)  God  threatens  fuch  aft  afe  Chargeable  with  this' 
impiety,  in  the  fame  place  J  "  As  1  liVe,  faith  the  God 
of  I'rael,  Moab  fhall  be  as  Sodom^  and  AttiiUoi)  as  Goo- 
mortah  J  this  Ihall  tliey  have  for  their  pride,  becaufa 
they  have  reproached  and  magnified  themfellres  againft 
the  people  ot  the  Lord  of  hofts,  Zeph»  ii*  9,  10.  What 
ihall  be  given  to  thee  ?  or  what  (hall  be  done  to  thee>  thou 
falfe  totigue?  Sharp  arrows  of  the  mighty,  with  coals  of 
juniper,"  Pfal*  cxx.  3,  44 

(4.)  The  fcripture  ihews  this  to  be  the  ordinary  prac* 
tice  of  the  wicked,  and  of  the  dcvil*s  children*  Chrift 
fays  to  his  repr'oachers*  "  Ye  afe  of  youl*  father  the  de* 
vil,  for  his  works  ye  do,"  John  Viii*  44* 

.(5.)  Yea,  revilers  are  put  among  the  nutiiber  of  fuch 
as  fhall  be  excommunicate  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord; 
«'  Know  ye  not  that  the  unrighteous  fhall  not  inherit  the 
kingdom  of  GOd:  be  fiot  deceived,  neither  fornvc^toxv 

V0L.L  T  ^« 
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nor  idolaters,  nor  adulterers, — nor  revilers, — Ihall. in- 
herit the  kingdom  of  God,"  2  Cor.  vi.  9,  10. 
•  (6.)  Bonds  of  humanity  (liould  oblige  us  to  take  care 
of  reproaching  one  another;  the  bonds  of  mutual  obli- 
gation, fraternity,  neighboQrhood,  and.  brotherhood : 
the  breaking  of  thefe  bonds  was  what  inibHtered  the 
reproach  of  David;  Pfah  Iv.  12,  13,- 14.  "  It  was-  not 
an  enemy  that  reproached  me,  elfe  J  had  borne  it,  Sec,; 
but  it  was  thou,  a  man,  mine  equal,  my  -guide,  and 
mine  a9quaintance  :  we  took  fweet  counfel  together, 
and  went  to  the  houfe  of  God  in  company." 

In  ord^^r  to  fhun  this  great  evil,  ^obferve  your  heart ; 
for  that  is  the  fountain  from  which  falfe  witneffes,  and 
all  blafphemies  proceed,  Matth.  xv.  16. — Seek  to  have 
the  heart  freighted  with  love  to  God  and  man :  Love 
thinketh  no  evil,  and  fpeaketh  as  little. — Beware  of  giving 
credit  too  haftily  to  any  ill  report,  concerning  your  neigh- 
bour: it  is  God's  command,  as  I  inflanced  already,  **•  Re- 
ceive not  a  falfe  report.'" — If  you  would  not  be  a  re- 
proacher,  beware  of  idlenefs ;  that  is  the  root  of  much  re- 
proach: *'  They  learn  to  be  idle,  wandering  about  from 
hOufe  to  houfe:  and  not  only  idle,  but  tattlers  alfo,  and 
bufy  bodies,  fpeaking  things  which  they  ought  not," 
I  Tim.  V.  13.  If  you  would  not  be  a  reproacher,  beware 
of  pride  and  felf-love;  this  flirs  up  to  reproachful  lang- 
uage; fuch  was  that  of  Sanballet,  Neh.iv.  2,3,4.  *' What 
do  thefe  feeble  Jews  ?  Will  they  fortify  them  (elves  ?.  Will 
tliey  facrifice?  Will  they  make  an  end' in  a  day?  Will 
they  revive  the  ftones  out  of  the  heaps  of  the  rubWlh 
which  are  burnt?  Now,Tobiah  the  Ammonite  was  by  him, 
and  he  faid,  Even  that  which  they  build,  if  a  fox  go  up, 
he  fliall  even  break  down  their  ftone-wall.  Hear,  O.out 
God,  for  we  are  defpifed:  and  turn  their  reproach  upon 
their  own  head,  and  give  them  for  a  prey  in  the  land  of 
captivity."  As  of  pride  cometh  contention,  fo  of  pride 
Cometh  reproach ;  while  a  man  cannot  endure  that  others 
fliould  be  above  him. — If  you  would  not  be  a  reproached, 
bewareof  being  a  neglefter  of  prayer;  if  we  be  reproached 
we  are  not  to  reproach  again,  but  to  make  the  reproach 
caft  upon  us  to  be  an  errand  to  God,  thatvour  fpirits  be 
not  exa/perate;  this  was  iVv^  mt\ivod\iv^t.  Nehemiah  took. 
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chap.  iv.  4.  And  David,  PfaL  Iv.  16.  after  he  had  con- 
fidered  Ahitophel's  reproaches;  "  But  as  for  me,  faith  he, 
i  will  call  upon  God.  "—In  a  word,  if  you  would  be  no  re* 
proacher,  beware  of  hypocrify,  and  hunting  after  the 
pra'ifes  ot  men,  like  the  Pharifees:  fuch  will  be  carelefs 
how  much  their  neighbour  be  reproached,  providing  they 
be  applauded :  th^y  take  all  meafures  and  methods  for 
raifing  up  their  own  namtt,  upon  the  ruins  of  the  reputa- 
tion of  their  neighbour.  .But  if  any,  under  a  cloak  of 
religion,  or  pretence  of  (triclnefs,  fludy  to  make  others 
contemptible,  and  thcmfclves*  famous,  they  take  but  a 
method  to  make  their  own  name  to  llink:  ''  They  fay. 
Stand  by,  for  I  am  holier. than  thou ;  thefe  are  a  fmoke  in 
my  nole,  a  fire  that  burnetii  all  the  day,"  Ifa.  Ixv.  5.     ' 

Advice  5.  To  thofe  that  are  reproached  foi*  Chriit,  that 
they  would  bear  reproach  for  him:  it  is  the  exprefs  com- 
mand of  God,  Hob.  xiii.  13.   "  Let  us  go  forth  to  him^ 
without  the  c.imp,  bearing  nis  reproach."     Ifa.  li.  7,  8^ 
*'  Fear  not  the  reproach  ofm^n;  neither  be  afraid  cf  their 
,  revilings:  for  the  moth  flaall  eat  them  up  like  a  garment, 
.and  the  worm  ihall  eat  them  like  wool."  Chriil  bore  many 
a  reproach  for  us;  and  fnall  we  not  bear  a  reproach  for 
him?  "  If  they  called  the  mafter  of  the  houfe  Beelzebub, 
how  much  more  fliall  they  call  them  of  his  houlhold  ?" 
Saints,  in  all  ages,  have  been  inured  to  this  crofs:  *'  For 
thy  fake  have  I  borne  reproach,"  Pfal.  Ixix.  7.  The  Old- 
Teltament  faints  mentioned  Heb.  xi*  had  the  trial  of  cruel 
mockings.    But  there  is  a  bleffing  even  in  this, part  of  the 
crofs :   "  Bleffed  are  ye  when  men  fliall  revile  you,  and 
perfecute  you,  and  fhall  fay  all  manner  of  evil  againft  you 
falfely,  for  my  name's  fake,"  Mat th.  xv.  11.  And  iPet, 
iv.  14. "  If  ye  be  reproached  for  the  natpeofChrift,  happy- 
are  ye;  for  the  Spirit  of  glory  and  of  God  refteth  upon 
you."  Yea,  it  tends  to  the  glory  of  God;  for  it  follows, 
**  On  their  part  he  is  evil  fpoken  of,  but  on  your  part  he 
is  glorified,''  There  is  a  day  comipg,  wherein  fuch  as  bear 
reproach  for  Ghriftt  fliall  be  openly  vindicated  and  owned 
by  him:  *'  Whosoever  fliall  confefs  me  before  men,  hinx 
will  I  confefs  before  ray  Father  which  is  in  heaven :"  that    , 
is,  whatever  affronts  tiiey  meet  with  From  men,  for  owning 
of  my  goipel;  there  is  a  day  coming  \vUtt^valm\V^'sj;^\Jc5 
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vindicate  them  from  fuch  malicious  reproaches.  Rc- 
proachers  at  that  day  will  be  obliged  to  account  for  all 
their  hard  fpeeches,  i  Pet.  iv.  3,  4.  Jude  ver.  14,  15. 
Reproaches  for  Ghrift  betokens  a  good  condition ; 
"  Bleffed  are  ye  when  men  (hall  hate  you,  and  when  they 
Ihall  feparzrte  you  from  their  company,  and  lliall reproach 
you,  and  call  out  your  name  as  evil,  for  the  Son  of  man's 
fake.  Rejoice  ye  in  thatday,  and  leap  for  joy :  for  behold, 
your  reward  is  great  in  heaven;  for  in  the  like  manner 
did  their  fathers  unto  the  prophets,"  Luke  vi.  22,  23. 
Whereas  it  is  no  good  fign.when  all  men  fpeak  well  of 
us ;  ''  Wo  unto  you  when  all  men  fhall  fpeak  well  of  you : 
for  fo  did  their  fathers  to  the  falfe  prophets,''  ver.  26. 
The  people  of  God  are,  for  the  moll  part,  in  a  more  live- 
ly exercife  of  grace,  when  under  reproach,  than  at  other 
tirties;  **  I  take  pleafure  in  infirmities,  reproaches,  per- 
fecutions,  and  diftrefles,  forChrifl's  fake;  for  when  I  am 
weak,  then  am  I  ftrong,"  1  Cor.  xii.  10.  We  are  pil- 
'  grims  here,  in  a  llrange  land,  in  our  enemies  land,  and 
are  not  to  ftay  ;  therefore  we  (hould  bear  reproach  for 
Chrift:  "  Let  us  bear  his  reproach ;  for  here  we  have 
no  continuing  city,  but  we  feek  one  to  come,''Heb.  xiii. 
13,  14.  Chrift  hath  forewarned  U5  of  reproaches  for  his 
name  ;  *'  Remember  the  word  that  I  faid  to  you,  The 
fervant'is  not  greater  than  his  Lord;  if  they  have  per- 
fe'cuted  me;  they  will  alfo  perfecute  you,"  John  xv.  20. 
Upon  thefe  confiderations,  we  Ihould  bear  reproach  for 
Chrift  when  called  thereto. 

Quest.   What  help,  in  order  to  bear  reproach  for 
Chrift,  will  you  offer  us  ? 

Answ.  a  man  that  would  bear  reproach  for  Chrift, 
muft  be  a  Chrifti^n  indeed,  a  believer  indeed :  other- 
wife  he  will  never  bear  his  reproach  aright.  It  is  he 
and  the  children  whom  the  Lord  hath  given  him,  that 
are.figns  and  wonders  :  if  you  be  not  amongft  his  chil- 
dren, you  cannot  be  a  zealous  fufferer  for  him. — Yea, 
a  man  that  would  bear  reproach  for  Chrift,  needs  to  be, 
not  only  a  believer,  but  a  ftrong  believer,  having  much 
Chriftian  courage,  that  he  may  bear  an  hifs,  as  well  as 
a  hymn  ;  I  mean,  a  hifs  of  reproach  and  difdain,  as  well 
as  a  hymn  of  applaufe  and  comm^ud^xlou;  to  bear  this, 
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requires  the  armour  of  patience  and  fpiritual  courage, 
for  marching  through  the  world's  contempt  and  hazard, 
being  looked  upon  as  a  monller,  and  made  the  fcorn  of 
fools:  and  all  this  requires  the  (Irength  of  faith;  ** Look- 
ing unto  Jefus,  the  author  and  finiflier  of  faiths  who  for 
the  joy  that  was  fet  before  him,  endured  the  crofs,  defpi- 
fed  the  (harae,  and  is  fet  down  at  the  right-hand  of  the 
throfieof  God,"iieb.xii.2.  And,  in  the  following  words, 
we  are  called  to  confider  him  who  endured  fuch  contra- 
diction of  finners  againft  himfelf,  left  we  be  wearied  arid 
faint  in  our  minds;  for  we  have  not  yet  refifted  unto 
blood,  ftriving  againft  Cm— --It  requires  much  zeal  for 
God. and  love  to  him-  Alas!  who  can  fay,  "  The  zeal 
of  thine  houfi?  hath  eaten  me  up?" — It  requires  a  good 
caufe,  and  a  good  confcience;  if  a  man  be  firmly  per- 
fuaded  of  the  goodnefs  of  the  caufe,  it  will  help  him  to 
bear  reproach ;  while  h«  doth  not  fuffer  as  an  evil  doer, 
though  he  be  reproached  as  fuch;  and  a  good  confcience 
is  an  encouraging  thing  in  this  warfare;  alfo,  having  a 
good  confcience,  that  whereas  they  fpeak  evil  of  you,  as 
pi  evil  doers,  they  may  be  afliamed  that  falfly  accufe 
your  good  converfation  in  Ghrift,  i  Pet.  iii.  16.  iv.  15. 
^^-rr-In  a  word,  it  ^quires  conftant  dependance  upon  the 
Captain  of  falyatlon,  who  was  made  perfeft  through 
fufferings. 

Finally,  Let  us  all  confider  and  remember,  that  the 
caufe  of  Ghrift  will  be  a  prevailing  caufa  in  the  ilTuc, 
however  it  be  reproached  in  the  world.  There  is  a  fchifm, 
a  rent,  and  divifion  in  the  world,  Sirs,  ever  fincc  the  fall 
of  Adam  j  a  battle  between  tlie  feed  of  the  woman  and  the 
feed  of  the  ferpent;  between  Michael  and  his  angels,  and 
the  dragon  and  bis  angels:  but  Michael  and  his  angels^ 
Ghrift  and  his  children  will  carry  the  dayj  and  contra- 
dicted truths  will  be  effeftually  cleared  and  vindicated  ; 
if  never  fully  here,  yet  the  c^ay  of  the  Lord  will  be  the 
valley  of  decifion,  when  the  great  caufe  of  true  religion 
will  be  decided^  and  the  ferpent's  head  broken  fo,  as  h^ 
ihall  never  hifs  nor  fpit  his  venom  any  more.. 

It  is  now  a  day  of  reproach,  a  day  to  be  lamented, 
for  the  bitter  calumny  that  takes  place  therein  :  yea,  I 
m^y  call  heaven  and  earth  to  witnefs,  whether  ever  ^oC 

T3  -    ^^\ 
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pel  preachers  and  profcflbrs  fufFered  a  hotter  perfecution 
of  the  tongue,  than  in  this  apellate  age,  wherein,  if 
fome  niinillers  fall  foul  upon  the  fins  and  errors  of  the 
times,  the  very  naming  thereof  is  enough  to  offend, 
though  yet  the  nation  be  finking  under  the  weight  there- 
of. Never  was  a  gofpel  miriillry  inore  contemptible 
th^n  in  our  day:  Satan  hath  ufed  many  inilruments, 
and  moft  of  them  have  had  their  effedt,  to  bring  the  dif-'* 
penfers  of  gofpel-orclinances  into  contempt:  and  it  is  ftilj 
more  lamentable,  that  many  have  had  a  finful  hand  in 
bringing  their,  own  minillry  under  a  reproach,  and 
laying  fl:iirabling- blocks  in  the  way  of  the  fuccefs  of 
the  gofpel,  and  marring  the  edification  of  fouls,  by  fad 
compliances  with  the  public  dcfedlions  of  the  day,  an4 
errors  of  the  age. 

It  is  a  day  whereih  the  gofpel  of  Ghrifl:  is  contemned. 
The  time  h^s  been,  when  fome  have  thought  it  worth 
croifing  the  feas  to  enjoy  the  everlafting  gofpel :  but 
now,  that  it  is  become  fo  plenty  and  cheap,  many  are 
loth  to  crofs  the  llreets  to  hear  it  upon  a  week-day, 
imlefs  they  have  "feme  other  errand,  perhaps  to  compli- 
ment  a  neighbour  v/ith  their  prefcnce,  ^t  a  baptifm  or 
a  marriage.  How  much  are  we  fouring  upon  the  gof- 
pel, and  loathing  the  honey-comb  ! 

It  is  alio  a  day  wherein  fome  of  the  friends' of  Chrift 
are  openly  bantered,  and  lamjx)oned,  and  gazed  upon 
as  figns  and  wonders;  and  wherein  many  facred  truths 
are  publicly  defamed  and  ridiculed;  and  heart-enemies 
to  revealed  religion,  and  to  the  gofpel  in  its  purity,  in 
the  mean  time,  taking  occafion  utterly  to  run  down  the 
gofpel.  What  am  I  faying!  In  the  name  of  the  great 
God,  I  defy  all  the  powers  of  earth  and  hell  to  run  it 
down  :  they  may  fooner  run  down  the  flowing  tide,  or 
the  fun  rifing  in  his  ftrength,  than  run  down  the  leaft  of 
the  diftates  of  eternal  truth  ;  "  Not  one  jot  or  title 
thereof  Ihall  fall  tq  the  ground.''  Dagon  fliall  fall  be- 
fore the  ark ;  and  the  rod  of  Aaron  Ihall  fwallow  up 
the  rods  of  the  magicians. 

It  is  likewife  a  day  wherein  providence  is  (haking  both 

church  and  ftate;    and  particularly  the  ark  muft  needs 

JfhakCj  when  they  who  carry  Vl  w^  &mk«.;ax.v»i^^  axes 

^  "    ' >^?^. 
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and  hammers,  and  many  are  knocking  at  all  the  four 
corners  of  it  at  once,  namely,  the  doArine,  worfllip,  dif- 
cipline,  and  government,  to  ?:et  it  broken  to  pieces,  while, 
open  enemies,  (viz.  curfed  Popery  and  abjured  Prelacy) 
are  making  inroads  upon  all  corners  of  the  land,  in  Ihe 
public  view  of  the  church:  fhe,  in  the  mean  time,  un- 
thoughtful  of  her  danger,  feems  to  be  doing  nothing, 
but,  by  inteiline  broils,  cutting  off  her  right-hand  with 
her  left. 

In  a  word,  it  is  a  day  wherein  that  word  feems  to  be 
made  out,  that  there  fliall  be  fcoffers,  walking  after  their 
owtf  iufts  c*  drunkards,  whoremongers,  atheill^,  blafplicl 
mers,  debauchees,  and  profane  fcoffers  of  the  age,  now 
have  their  jday:  it  is  now  their  hour,,  and  the  power  of 
darknefs.  This  is  matter  of  lamentation,  and  deep  la- 
mentation. But,  however,  God  will  have  his  day  ere 
long;  and  it  will  be  a  glorious  day  when  Chrift  will  ap- 
pear, in  all  the  glory  and  grandeur  of  the  upper  world, 
to  the  everlafting  terror  and  confhfion  of  all  his  adver- 
faries,  and  to  the  eternal  joy  and  honour  of  all  his  friends, 
who,  though  now  they  are  for  figns  and  woijders,  by 
way  ofjreproach,  will  then  be  for  figns  and  wonders  by 
way  of  renown  ;  when  Chrift  will  prefent  them  hjame- 
lefs  unto  his  Father,  laying,.  "  Behold,  1  and  the  chil- 
''  dren  whom  thou  haft  given  me,  who,  as  they  have  fufr 
*'  fered  with  me  in  my  reproach  in  time,  mutt  now  reiga 
*'  with  me  in  my  glory  through  eternity,'* 

O  Sirs,  let  us  feek,  above  all  things,  to  be  on  Chrlft's 
fide,  on  the  fide  of  truth  now,  and  on  the  right-hand 
road  to  heaven,  whatever  rubs  we.  may  meet  with  by 
the  way,  fo  as  we  may  come  to  be  on  the  right-hand  of 
the  throne,  in  the  day  of  Uie  manifeftation  of  the  fons  of 
God. 

JVlay  the  Lord  blefs  what  hath  been  faid  ;  and  to  .his 
uame  be  praife. 

T4 
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The  Vanity  of  Earthly  Things  and 
Worldly  EnjoymenU. 


ir  vanity, 

'T'Bfi  word3  of  a  king  arc  cpromonly  reckoned  wry 
A  witty  :  the  words  of  a  wife  kingt  fpcaldng  by  ex- 
perience, deferves  fpecial  confideratior  i  and  fnuch  n^prf 
the  words  of  a  wife  kingj  fpeakipg  by  divine  inrpiration, 
defervc  the  greatcft  regard,  attention,  and  credit:  all 
thefe  do  here  concur.  The  words  of  oyir  tejLt  are  thf 
yrords  of  Solomon,  king  of  Ifrael ;  the  words  of  the  wi- 
feft  of  mere  men  j  the  words  of  one  who  fpoke  from  bi3 
own  experience }  and,  moreQver,i  who  fpoke  by  the  in- 
rpiration  pf  Godt 

The  fum  pf  th?  dUcourfe  Hands  in  thefe  two  p?^rticu» 
lars.  I.  That  the  chief  good,  and  chief  happinefs  of  th^ 
Tons  of  men,  is  ppt  to  be  had  in  the  creature,  or  in  any 
worldly  thing.  And,  2.  That  it  is  only  tp  be  found  in 
God  in  Ghrift,  apd  in  ihe  true  knowledge  of  hjm,  and' 
gofpel-conforraity  of  heart  and  life  unto  him;  which  he  ex* 
prefleth  by  fearing  God  and  keeping  his  commandments; 
which  prefuppofes  a  gofpel-ftate  of  union  tp  Chrift  by 
Faith,  and  communion  with  him  in  his  merit,  for  th^ 
juftification  of  our  perfons ;  and  of  his  Spirit,  for  the 
jfan£lification  pf  pur  hearts  and  lives. 

The  firft  verfe  gives  us  an  account  of  the  penman  of 
this  book.  Where  we  have  a  threefold  defcription  of 
him ;  froni  his  prefeut  office,  kis  pedigree,  ^nd  his  royal 
digpity, 

^•He 

f  ThJis  Sermon  was  prc^loLcd  9kXlS^iooB&»2S^  V^s^kft  ^*\>V 
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1.  He  is  called  the  Preacher;,  and  commentators  ob* 
ierve,  that  it  dkies  from  a  word  that  fignifies  to  *  gather;'* 
iniim^tifig)  that  iiow  he  was  a  penitent  foul,  gathered 
in  from  his  wanderings,  gathered  home  to  his  duty,  and 
come  at  length  to  himfelf ;  and  that  now  be  was  a  preach* 
ing  foul,  gathering  in  ftraying  fouls  to  God :  feeing  hn 
himfelf  was  reduced,  here  was  his  penitential  fermon, 
Kis  recantation  fermon ;  wherein,  from  the  bottom  ot 
his  foul,  he  fadly  laments  his  own  folly,  in  promviing 
himfelf  fatisfa^ion,  in  the  things  of  this  world,  and  in 
the  forbidden  pleafures  of  fenfe  :  which  now  he  finds 
more  bitter  than  death.  And  hence  two  things  Ihould 
be  learned, 

(i.)  We  fliould  be  pcrfuaded  here  of  Solomon's  re* 
pentance  after  bis  fall.  Thofe  who  think  he  fell  totally 
end  finally,  are  not  only  refuted  by  this,  but  by  all  the 
arguments  which  prove  the  perfeverancc  of  the  faints, 
which  are  many  and  impregnable :  and  alfo  by  other  ar» 
Ijuments,  which  concern  Solomon  himfelf,  viz.  the  nai^e 
that  he  gets,  Jedidiah,  2  Sam.  xii.  25.  which  fignifies^ 
**  Beloved  of  the  Lord.'*  Now,  whom  God  loves,  he 
loves  to  the  end.  And  more  efpecially  the  teftimony  of 
Chrift,  that  all  the  prophets  are  in  heaven,  Luke  xiii.  28* 
Now,  Solomon  was  a  prophet,  feeing  the  whole  fcrip- 
tures  were  penned  by  no  others  than  prophets  and  apo» 
files,  2  Pet.  i.  19,  2Q.  Eph,  ii.  20. 

(2.)  We  fhould  hence  learn  to  accept  of  this  book 
with  the  greater  regard.  The  fun  never  fhines  more 
glorioufly,  than  when  it  breaks  out  of  fome  dark  cloud ; 
flor  yet  the  graces  of  God's  Spirit,  than  when  broken 
forth  out  of  the  clouds  of  fins  and  temptations,  into  re* 
pentance.  And  thus  it  was  with  David  alfo,  Pfalm  li. 

2.  The  penm?in  of  this  book  here  is  called.  The  Soe 
of  David,  Xnd  his  calling  himfelf  the  Son  of  Davids 
teaches  us,  That  he  looked  upon  it  as  his  great  honour^ 
sxbt  only  that  he  was  the  fon  of  a  Prince,  but  the  foil 
of  fo  good  a  man,  a  man  after  God's  own  heart ;  and 
that  he  looked  upon  it  as  a  great  aggravation  of  bis  &n^ 
that  he  had  fuch  a  father,  who  had  given  him  fuch  good 
Vacation,  and  put  up  many  prayers  for  hioi. — Ag^^iflt 
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his  calling  hirafelf  the  fon  of  David,  faith,  that  he  lopked 
upon  this  as.an  encouragement  to  his  #pentance,  and 
a  ground  of  his  hope  of  merQy,  feeing  though'  David 
fell  into  fin,  by  which  he  fhould  have  been  warned  not 
to  fin,  yet  David  repented;  and  therein  he  took  example 
from  him,  and  found  mercy  as  he  did. — .^Bat  there  is 
more  here.  His  calling  himfelf  the  fon  of  David,"  inti- 
mates his.  faith,  that  as  he  was  the  fon  of  the  p^omife; 
be  was  the  fon  of  David,  concerning  whom  God  had  faid, 
that  though  he  would  punifli  his  iniquities  with  the 
rod,,  yet  he  would  aot  break  his  covenant  with  him, 
Pial^lxxxix..  32,  33,  34,  It  was  comfortable  to  Solomon, 
that  he  was  the  fon  of  David,  both  for  the  fake  of  th§ 
covenant  and  the  promife  made  to  David  and  his  feed 
after  hira,  2  Chron.  vii.  17,1-8. — In  a  word,  he  calk 
himfelf  the  fon  of  David,  to  procure  the  more  reverence, 
that  he  was  a  prophet,  the  fon  of  a  prophet;  and  it  ihould 
procure  the  more  reverend  acceptance  of  the  dodlrine 
of  this  book,  for  the  penman's  fake:  for,  though  it  is 
little  matter  what  the  pen  be,  whether  it.be  the  pen  of 
a  goofc,  or  a  fwan,  or  a  raven ;  yet  when  God  makes 
ufe  of  fuch  an  inftrument,  fo  richly  adorned,  it  chal- 
lenges from  us.  the  more  due  refpe^. 

3.  The  penman  of  this  book  is  here  called,  ^^  King  oi 
Ifrael.'*  This  intimates,  that  his  fin  was  greatly  aggra- 
vated, feeing  God  had  raifcd  him  to  a  throne,  and  yet 
he  had  fo  ill  requited  him  :  his  dignity  alfo,  in  being 
king  of  Jerufalem,  the  holy  city,  where  Qod's  temple 
was,  made  the  ill  example  of  his  fin,  and  th^  influence 
it  would  have  upon  others,  the  more  dangerous.  It 
intimates  alfo,  that  being  fuch  a  one  as  king  in  Jerufa- 
lem, what  he  preached  and  wrote,  was  to  be  the  more 
regarded ;  for,  "  Where  the  \yord  of  a  king  is,  there  is 
power."  He  thought  it  no  difparagement  to  him,  though 
he  was  a  king,  to  be  a  preacher.  If  men  of  honour 
would  lay  out  themfelves  to  do  good,  what  a  vaft  deal 
of  good  might  they  do!  Solomon  looked  as  great  in  the 
pulpit,  preaching  the  vanity  of  the  w^orld;  as  in  his 
throne  of  ivory,  ruling  the  people. 

Here  we  may  learn,  that  God  ufes  inllruments  of  ap 
forts  in  penning  the  fcriplutc^  \  Km^s^  as  David  and 


Serm.  Vn.    AND  WORLDLY  ENJOYMENTS.       299 

Solomon;  fome  Herdfmen,  as  Amos;  and  Priefts,  a9 
Jeremiah;  FHhermen,  as  fome  of  the  apollles:  this  hp 
did,  that  all  forts  might  meet  with  llile  and  phrafe  of 
fpeech  fuitable  for  them. — rWe  may  learn,  that  it  is  no 
difgrace  to  any  man,  or  any  man's  children,  to  be  preach- 
ers: Solomon  and  David,  both  kings  and  both  pro- 
phets, are  of  the  number;  Solomon  iludying  to  teach 
the  people  knowledge,  Eocl.  xii.9, 10.  The  Angels,  high- 
er than  the  higheti:  man,  are  all  minillring  Ipirits, 
Heb,  i.  14.  Yea,  Christ,  the  Prince  of  the  kings  of 
the  earthy  was  the  ^rcat  New-Teliament  Preacher.— 
Thus  you  have  the  Penman  defcribed  in  the  title  of  the 
book;  *'  The  worJs  of  the  Preacher,  the  fon  of  David, 
king  of  lirael." 

The  i'econd  verfe  lays  before  us  the  general  doflrine 
of  the  book;  ''  Vanity  ot  vanities,  faith  the  Preacher; 
vanity  of  vanities,  all  is  vanity."  Where,  more  parti- 
cularly, we  have,  i.  The  Judgment  paft  upon  all  earthly- 
things.     2.  Tne  Perfon  paffing  this  judgment. 

ift,  To  begin  with  the  lall  of  thefe  ;  we  have  ..the 
Perlbn  that  palles  this  judgment,  that  all  is  vanity;  it  is 
faid  to  be  the  Preacher,  I  told  you  already  what  was 
the  meaning  of  the  word,  viz.  one  that  is  gathered  by 
grace  to  God,  who  had  learned,  by  his  experience,  the 
vanity  of  all  things  in  time  ;  and  was  convinced,  that 
there  was  no  real  advantage  in  purfuing  after  thefe 
things.  Who  is  it  that  thus  fpeaks  lightly  of  the  world? 
Indeed,  it  was  one  who  was  a  very  competent  judge,  as 
much  as  ever  any  man  was.  Many  fpeak  contemptibly 
of  the  world,  either  becaufe  they  are  hermits,  and 
know  it  not ;  or  beggars,  and  have  it  not :  But  Solo- 
mon  knew  it,  and  had  enough  of  it  too;  and  he  fpoke  of 
it  as  one  having  authority,  not  only  as  a  king,  but  as 
a  prophet  and  preacher ;  he  fpoke  in  God's  name,  be- 
ing divinely  infpired.  And,  es  fome  think,  one  main 
thing  he  defigned,  was,  to  Ihew  that  the  everlafling 
throne  and  kingdom,  which  God  had  been  lately  pro- 
mifing  to  David  and  his  feed,  (for  Chrift  was  alfo  the 
fon  of  David)  niuft  be  of  another  world:  for  all  things 
in  this  world  are  fubjeft  to  vanity  ;  and  therefore  have 
|iQt  In  them  fu|Ecient  to  aufwcr  the  c:j;i.t\v^ot  \L?k^^x^- 
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niife.  If  Solomon  found  all  things  to  be  vanity ;  then 
the  kingdom  of  the  Mefiiah  muft  come,  in  which  only 
we  can  inherit  fubftance*  And,  indeed,  the  very  end 
and  defign  of  our  preaching  to  you,  concerning  the  va<> 
nity  of  the  world,  is  to  recommend  Chriil  to  you  ;  fee. 
ing,  though  you  fliould  inherit  all  things  your  heart  can 
defire  in  time,  you  do  but  inherit  pafling  Ihadows  and 
vanity :  but  in  Chrift  you  will  inherit  everlafting  and 
fubftantial  goodnefs,  faith  the  Preacher,  Pro  v.  vii.  2x. 

Solomon  fet  the  feal  of  his  teftimony  to  the  vanity  of 
«11  earthly  things,  afcer  the  trial  of  them :  they  that 
have  had  the  inoft  trial  of  earthly  comforts,'  are  moft 
ready  to  avouch,  and  moft  able  to  preach  the  vanity  of 
them.  Experience  is  a  divine  teftimony,  as  being  taken 
from  the  works  of  Grod,  in  the  event  of  things  coming 
to  pafs  by  providence:  and  experience  is  of  great  au» 
thority  with  men,  as  being  an  argument  more  feniible^ 
mnd  lefs  fubjeft  to  ignorance  and  error. — —And  henc« 
we  may  fee  the  great  difference  between  earthjy  and 
heavenly  things  ;  for  earthly  things  feem  good,  till  men 
get  a  trial  of  them,  and  then  they  are  found  vain,  aU 
together  vain  ;  but  heavenly  things  feem  vain,  till  men. 
get  a  trial  of  them,  and  then,  upon  a  fufBcient  trial, 
they  are  found  to  be  excellent. 

•^  All  is  vanity,  faith  the  Preacher."  There  is  one 
that  draws  a  very  ftrange  inference  from  this  word,  viz. 
that  reading  is  preaching ;  becaufe  Solomon  calls  his 
book,  though  read,  the  Preacher.  But  in  anfwer  to 
this,  Solomon  doth  not  call  his  book,  but  himself,  the 
Preacher. — And  again,  one  might  rather  infer  from  this, 
that  writing  is  preaching;  and  that  one  may  deliver  his 
fermon  by  writing.  But  that  reading  is  preaching,  doth 
not  follow  from  this.  Why,  in  writing,  a  minifter 
0iay  and  doth  make  ufe  of  fpiritual  gifts,  rcquifite  in  i 
prophet  or  preacher,  to  the  exercife  of  his  minifterial 
jifts.;  but  not  fo  in  reading,  which  even  a  fchool-boy 
may  perform,  that  never  attained  any  fpiritual  gift  at 
all.— Thus  much  concerning  the  perfon  paffmg  this 
judgment. 

adly.  We  have  the  judgment  paft  upon  all  earthly 

things^ 
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things,  vanity;  **  Vanity  of  vanities,  vanity  of  vanitiesi 
all  is  vanity.'*  Where  obferve  three  things,  i.  The  fubt- 
jeft  of  the  determination ;  or  the  thing  he  paffes  his 
judgment  upon,  in  the  particle  all.  2.  The  determi- 
nation  itfelf,  or  the  judgment  he  paffes  upon  them,  it  is 
vanity.  3.  The  aggravation  of,  or  emphatic  manner 
wherein  he  paffes  his  judgment ;  **  Vanity  of  vanities, 
vanity  of  vanities,  all  is  vanity." 

1.  The  fubjeft,  or  the  thing  he  paffes  his  judgment 
on,  namely,  all  ;  viz.  all  that  is  in  the  world:  all  the 
pleafures,  all  the  profits,  all  the  honours,  all  the  pre- 
ferm6nts,  all  the  lufts  of  the  world;  all  things  under  the 
fun  that  a  man  can  fet  his  heart  upon  ;  all  worldly  em- 
ploymentsand  enjoyments;  all  things  befides  God,  and 
confidered  as  abftradl  from  him. 

2.  The  judgment  he  paffes  upon  all  thefe  is,  vanity. 
The  things  of  the  world  are  either  to  be  confidered  in 
themfelves,  as  the  creatures  of  God,  and  fo  they  cannot 
be  called  all  vanity  ;  becaufe  they  were  all  very  good, 
ftiewing  forth  his  power  and  glory :  but  confider  them 
with  refpeft  to  men,  and  his  expedling  fatisfaaion  in 
them,  and  thus  they  are  vanity ;  they  will  difappoint 
them  who  feek  happinefs  in  them ;  they  are  vain  ;  and 
not  only  fo,  but, 

3.  Obferve  the  aggravation  of  this  judgment,  or  the 
emphatic  manner  of  the  preacher's  e'xpreffion  of  this 
matter ;  they  are  not  only  vain,  but  vanity  in  the  ab- 
ftraft ;  and  not  only  fo,  but  vanity  over  and  over  again, 
three  feveral  times  repeated  :  As  if  he  had  faid.  They 
are  vanity,  vanity,  vanity :  and  not  only  fo,  but  tte 
fountain  of  vanity;  and  therefore  called,  "  Vanity  of  va- 
nities;" and  again,  "Vanity  of  vanities:'*  intimating,  the 
vainell  vanities  ;  vanity  in  the  higheft  degree,  nothing 
but  vanity  ;  fuch  a  vanity  as  is  the  caufe  of  a  grcat,desS 
of  vanity :  And  again,  not  only  this,  but  the  redoub- 
ling of  the  expreffion,  intimating  the  certainty  of  the 
thing,  and  with  what  a  ftrong  conviftvon  the  preacher 
fpoke,  what  a  deep  fenfe  ht  had  of  this  vanity  of  all 
things.  So  that  his  judgment  is  here  exaggerated, 
I.  By  expreffmg  it  in  the  concret,  Vanity.  2.  By  cat 
ling  it^  **  Vanity  of  vanities*'     "j.  "B*^  xv^^a^^xw^'wx^xfu 
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doubling  this  fentence,"  Vanity  of  vanities,  vanity  of  tra^ 
nities.'*  4.  By  tripling  the  dofitrine  which  he  intended  to 
iriake  good, ''Vanity  of  vanities,  faith  the  preacher;  vanity 
of  vanities,  all  is  vanity."  The  truth  of  which  doflrine 
he  proved  at-  large,  by  many  cogent  arguments,  in  the 
fequel  of  his  fermon  in  this  book. 

The  doftrinal  propofition  we  intend  to  illuflrate  from 
thefe  words,  thus  explainedj  fliall  be  the  following, 

Observ.  That  all  earthly  enjoyments,  and  worldly 
things,  are  vain  and  empty. 

And  in  fpeaking  to  Solomon's  text  here,  viz.  The 
emptinefs  and  vanity  of  the  world,  we  would  incline, 
through  divine  favour,  to  do  the  following  things, 

I.  Confider  what  it  is  in  the  world  that  is  fo  vain  and 
empty. 

II.  Enquire  what  is  Imported  in  its  being  vain,  and 
vanity  itfelf;  and  in  the  phrafe,  "  Vanity  of  vani- 
ties, vanity  of  vanities." 

III.  Offer  fome  Arguments  to  prove  the  truth  of  the 
doftrine,  viz.  that  all  is  vain  and  empty* 

^  IV.  Give  the  Reafons  of  it,  why  it  is  fo. 
V.  Deduce  fome   Inferences  for  the  application,   to 
ihew  what  improvement  we  ought  to  make  of  this 
doftrine. 

I.  We  return  to  the  firfl;  thing  propofed,  To  confider 
what  it  is  in  the  world  tha't  is  fo  vain  and  empty.  Here, 
for  preventing  all  miftakes,  and  obviating  every  wrong 
turn  of  thought,  in  the  progrefs  of  this  difcourfe,  I  would 
have  you  remember,  that  I  fpeak  not  of  the  things  of 
the  world,  abfolutely  confidered  in  themfelves ;  for  thus 
many  things  in  the  world  are  good  and  ufeful,  in  many 
refpefts,  when  ufed  according  to  God's  allowance:  but 
I  confider  the  world  here,  and  the  thirtgs  of  it,  as  wholly 
vanity,  in  the  following  refpefts. 

I.  When  feparate  from  God ;  without  God  the  good 
things  of  the  world  are  not  feen  as  coming  from  him, 
nor  iiuproven  for  leading  to  bittV",  but  efteemed  in  them- 
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felves  above  God,  fo  as  men  are  lovers  thereof  more 
than  lovers  of  God.     And  fo, 

-  -2.  When  it  is  made  a  man's  happinefs,  or  any  part  of 
his  happinefs  ;  and  fo  he  jnakes  it  his  end,  his  fatisfuc- 
tion,  his  reft,  his  God  :  for  thus  many  make  the  world 
their  god,  their  belly  their  god. 

*  3.  When  oppofing  or  hindering  the  fervice  of  God : 
when  it  fteals-  away  the  heart  from  duty;  and  ileals 
away  the  heart  from  ordinances,  and  fo  obftrufts  th« 
fervice  of  God. 

4.  When  it  furthers  and  promotes  fin,  and  is  made 
the  fuel  for  feeding  and  maintaining  corrupt  lulls  and 
afFeftions :  when  it  is  but  the  food  of  pride  and  ambi- 
tion, the  food  of  covetoufnefs  and  carnality,  the  food  of 
fenfuality  and  lafcivioufnefs,  or  the  like.  Why,  in  fuch 
refpefts  as  thefe,  the  world,  and  things  in  it,  ought  to 
be  looked  upon  as  bafe  and  contemptible  vanity :  and  to 
be  defpifed,  oppofed,  and  mortified. 

Biit  now,  if  the  quellion  be  alked.  What  is  it  in  the 
world  that  is  vain  and  empty  ?  Why,  faith  the  Preacher, 
"  All  is  vanity."  This  word  comprehends  more  than 
we  can  tell ;  for  we  will  not  get  through  all  that  is  in- 
cluded in  it.  We  lliall  name  a  few  of  thefe  things  ia 
the  world  that  are  but  vanity. 

I.  All  the  profits  and  riches  of  the  world  are  vanity; 
^  He  that  loveth  filver,  fhall  not  be  fatisfied  with  filver; 
lior  he  that  loveth  abundance,  with  increafe :  this  is  alfo 
tanity.  When  goods  increafe,  they  are  increafed  that 
eat  them :  and  no  good  is  to  the  owners  thereof,  faving 
the  beholding  of  them  with  their  eyes?"  Eccl.  v.  10,  ii,  v 
Let  a  man  find  as  much  riches  as  ever  Solomon  found, 
he  cannot  find  happinefs  therein.  Where  is  it  that  fatis- 
fying  riches  are  to  be  had  ?  No  where  but  in  Chrift : 
*'  Riches  and  honour?  are  with  me;  yea,  durable  riches 
and  righteoufnefs,"  Prov.  viii.  18.  All  the  riches  of 
grace  and  glory  are  to  be  found  in  Chrift.  .         .      *      . 

•  2.  All  the  pleafures  and  delights  of  the  world  are  vani- 
ty; "I  faid  in  my  heart.  Go  to  now,  I  will  prove  thee 
with  mirth,  therefore  enjoy  pleafure:  and  behold  this  alfo 
is  vanity.  I  faid  of  laughter.  It  is  mad :  and  of  mirth. 
What  doth  it?''  Eccl.  ii.  i,  2.     See  how  hie  euuta-ir^.te^\  . 
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in  this  chapter,  manifold  fenfual  pleafures;  and  the  ups* 
(hot  of  all  is  ftill,  *  All  is  vanity.'  No  true  pleafure  Ihall 
We  ever  find  but  iti  Chrift;  "  Wifdora's  ways  are  pleat 
antnefs;  and  all  her  paths  are  peace^'*  Prov.  iii.  17. 

2.  All  the  honours  aiid  grandeurs  of  the  World  are  va* 
nity;  "  I  made  me  great  works,  I  builded  me  houfes,  i 
planted  me  vineyard,  1  made  me  gardens  and  orchards, 
and  I  planted  trees  in  them  of  all  kinds  of  fruits^  i  mad4 
me  pools  of  water,  to  water  therewith  the  wood  that  bring- 
eth  forth  trees.— •!  gathered  me  all  filver  and  gold,  and 
the  peculiar  treafUre  of  kin^,  and  of  provinces:  I  gat 
me  men-fingers  and  women-fingers,  and  the  delights  of  thai 
fons  of  meh,  as  mufical  indfuments  and  that  of  all  fort^;^ 
So  I  was  great,  and  increafcd  more  than  all  the  men  that 
were  before  me  in  Jerufalen) ;  my  wifdonl  alfo  remained 
with  me.  And  whatfoever  mine  eyes  defired*  Ikept  'not 
from  them;  I  withheld  not  my  heart  from  any  joy, for  mf 
heart  rejoiced  in  all  my  labour,  and  this  was  my  portion  ol 
all  my  labour,.'*  EccL  ii,  •5,— 10.  Well,  what  was  the 
upihot  of  all  this  worldly  grandeur  ?  Why,  it  was  all 
vanity,  ver.  11.  "1  looked  upon  all  the  works  that  my 
hands  had  wrought  $  and,  behold!  all  was  vanity  and 
vexation  of  fpirit,**  Waere  is  true  honour  to  be  dad?  It 
is  only  in  Chrifl;  ^'  Riches  and  honours  are  with  him.** 
They  who  get  in  to  Giirill,  they  become  king$  and  priefts 
unto  their  God;  and  this  is  the  honour  of  all  the  faims^ 

4.  AJl  the  wifdon)  and  policy  of  the  world  is  vanity,  j 
yea,  even  the  moral  endowments  of  the  mind,  and  the 
knowledge  of  arts  and  fciences.  So  long  as  a  man  is 
deftitute  of  fpir'tual  wifdom,  let  him  have  the  knowledge 
of  all  that  is  knowable  in  time ;  let  him  have  the  ut-» 
moft  (kill  of  mathematics,  philofophy,  aflrology,  aftronou 
my;  "  AJl  is  vanity/*  Solomon  laboured  to  acquire 
wifdom,  and  aftually  attained  a  vafl  deal  of  it;^  and  we 
kave  his  verdifit  of  the  whcfle  matter:  ''  I  gave  my  heart 
to  feek.and  fearch  out  by  wifdom,  concerning  all  thingg 
that  are  done  under  heaven ;  I  have  feen  all  the  works  that 
r*re  under  the  fun:  and,  behold!  all  is  vanity  and  vexatioa 
of  fpirit,— -And  I  gave  my  heart  to  know  wifdom;  I  per*  • 
ceived  that  this  alfo  is  vexation  of  fpirit :  for  in  much 
wiidom  is  much  gidef  i  and  he  that  increafeth  kaawledgi^ 
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increafeth  forrow,''  Ecxl.  i.  13,  14.  .17,  18.  •  Where  will 
m  man  get  true  svildom  ?  Wuy,  it  is  in  Chrift;  he  only 
can  make  you  wife  unto  falvation,  becaufe  he  is  made 
of  God  unto  us  wifdom,  i  Cor,  i.  30.  *'  In  him  are  hid 
all  the  trcafurvis  of  wifdom  and  knowledp^e,"  Col.  ii.  3. 
Solomon  had  no  fmall  (hare  of  wifdom^  being  indeed  the 
wifefl  of  all  men  ;  but  he  gives  this  for  the  motto  of  all 
worldly  wildom.  Vanity.  Well  then,  **  Let  not  the 
wife  man  glory  in  his  wifdom,"  Jen  ix.  23. 

5»  All  the  ftrength  and  power  of  the  world  is  vanity  { 
"  Let  not  the  ftrong  man  glory  in  his  ftrength."  Let 
not  either  kings  or  fubjefts  glory  in  their  llrength,  in 
the  ftrength  of  their  armies  or  allies*  What  fays  Solo* 
mon  of  this?  '*  The  race  is  not  to  the  fwift>  nor  the 
battle  to  the  ftrong,"  Eccl.  ix.  11.  Where  is  that  to 
be  had  that  deferves  the  name  of  ftrength?  It  is  only  in 
Chrift;  **  Be  ftrong  in  the  Lord,  and  in  the  power  of 
his  might,  Eph.  vi.  10.  I  can  do  all  things  through 
Chrift  ftrengthening  me.  He  is  the  ftrength  of  Ifracl : 
and  his  name  is  a  ftrong  tower  to  which  the  righteous 
run  and  are  fafe,"  Prov.  xviii.  10. 

6.  All  the  beauty  and  bravery  of  the  world  is  vanity; 
Beauty  is  vain,  faith  Solomon,  Prov.  xxxi.  30.  *'  When 
God  with  rebukes  doth  correft  man  for  his  iniquity,  he 
maketh  his  beauty  to  confume  as  a  moth  :  furely  every 
man  is  vanity,"  Pfal.  xxxix.  11.  Solomon  was  famous 
for  the  beauty  and  bravery  of  his  court,  and  the  fplen* 
dour  of  his  government;  but  he  faw  all  to  be  vanity:  and 
Chrift  preferred  even  the  beauty  of  a  pile  of  grafs  to 
his;  for  he  faith  of  the  HUies  of  the  field,  that  Solomoa 
and  all  his  glory  is  not  like  one  of  thefe,  Luke  xii.  27; 
Such,  indeed,  is  the  fading  beauty  of  men,  fo  much 
thought  of  by  many,  that  it  is  but  Ikin-deep,  and  fades 
like  a  flower.  If  you  would  be  a  true,  fpiritual,  and 
durable  beauty,  it  is  to  be  had  in  Chrift,  whofe  Spirit  and 
grace  makes  a  man  beautiful,  and  all  glorious  within, 
Pfal.  xlv.  13.  "  Thou  waft  beautiful  through  my  come- 
linefs  put  upon  thee,"  Ezek*  xvi.  14. 

7.  All  the  righteoufnefs  and  feigned  fajfe  religion  of  the 
world  is  vanity.  Thet«  is  much  unrighteous  righteouf- 
nefs in  the  world,  mudi%peligious  religion*  much  ^race- 
hfs  grace,  and  iaithlefs^Taith;  " 'E.xct^X  ^joNiX*  xv^xs,- 

Vol.  I.  V.  ^^^^A 
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oufnefs  exdeed  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  Scribes  and  Pha- 
rifees,  (faith  Ghrill)  ye  can  in  no  wife  enter  .into  the 
kingdom  of  God,  Mat,  v.  20.  Neitlier  circumcifion  nor 
Dncircumcifion  availeth  any  thing,  but  faith  that  worketh 
by  love,  Gal.  v.  6.  And  again,  Neither  circumcifion  nor 
uncircumcifion  availeth  any  thing,  but  a  new  creature, 
Gal.  vi.  15.  For,  Except  a  man  be  born  again,  he  can- 
not enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God,"  John  iii.  3.  The 
natural  religion  that  the  world  hath,  is  but  vanity.  If 
the  righteoufnefs  even  of  the  godly,  be  but  filthy  rags, 
and  cannot  avail  him  for  juflification  ;  what  account  fliall 
be  made  of  the  righteoufnefs  of  thofc  who  are  yet  out  of 
Chrilt,  and  are  nothing  but  mere  moralifts,  forraalifts, 
and  hypocrites  ?  If  you  would  have  righteoufnefs,  you 
mull  have  it  in  and  from  Ghrift ;  be  is  the  Lord  our 
righteoufnefs,  and  made  of  God  to  us  wifdora,  righte- 
oufnefs, and  fanftification.  He  has  to  give  you  both 
an  imputed  righteoufnefs,  for  juftifying  you  ;  and  an  im- 
parted righteoufnefs,  for  fanftifying  you. 

8.  All  the  favour  and  friendfhip  of  the  world  is  vanity; 
*'  Favour  is  deceitful,"  Prov.  xxxi.  30.  They  who  put 
confidence  in  the  favour  and  friendfhip  of  men,  they 
will  find  themfelves  deceived  :  therefore,  faith  the  pro- 
phet Micah,' "  Trurt  ye  not  in  a  friend;  put  ye  no  confi- 
dence in  a  guide:  the  bed  of  them  is  as  a  brier:  the  moft 
upright  is  fliarper  than  a.  thorn  hedQ;e,"  Mic.  vii.  4»  5. 
Where  will  you  get  a  true  friend?  Q  feek  to  have  Ghrill 
to  be  your  friend  :  He  is  a  friend  that  fticketh  clofer  than 
a  brother.  His  friendlhip  doth  not  vary  like  thofe 
friends  that  love  you  to-day,  and  hate  you  to-morrow. 

9.  All  the  falhions  and  cuftoms  of  the  world  are  vani- 
ty ;  they  whirl  about  like  the  wind,  as  Solomon  fpeaks, 
Eccl.  i.  6. ;  and  the  vain  eye  is  never  facisfied  with  feeing 
them,  ver.  8.  There  are  many  vain  fafhions  of  bodily 
geftures,  vain  fafhions  of  apparel,  Vain  artifices  of  the 
world ;  whereof,  and  of  all  other  worldly  vices,  the 
apoftle  faith,  "  Be  not  conformed  to  this  world ;  but  be  ye 
transformed  by  the  renewing  of  your  minds,"  Rom.xii.2. 
The  befl  fafhion  and  conformity  that  ever  a  foul  fludied, 
IS  conformity  to  the  Son  of  God  :  this  ftudy  would  be 
an  evidence  of  election  from  eternity ;  "  Whom  he  did 
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foreknow,  them  he  did  prcdeftinate  to  be  confofmed  to 
the  image  of  his  Son,"  Rom-  viii.  29.  Whereas  all 
other  faihionsi  and  fond  lludying  of  conformity  to  the 
World,  is  but  a  mark  of  vanity. 

10.  All  the  great  and  mean  men  of  the  world  are  vani- 
ty: this  Solomon  ihews  in  this  book,  when  he  is  proving 
that  all  is  vaniiy.     And  his  father  David  faith  exprefly, 
*'  Surely  men  of  low  degree  are  vanity;  and  men  of  high 
decree  are  a  lye;    to  be  laid  in  the  balance,  they  are  al- 
together   lighter  than  vanity,"  Pfal.  Ixii.  9.     Here  the 
prince  in  his  robes,  and  the  peafant  in  his  rags,  are  both 
declared  to  be  vanity.     *'  Surely  every  man  in  his  bell 
eflate,  is  altogether  vanity,"  P.'al.  xxxix.  11.     What  is 
ui^n  to  be  accounted  of?  A  piece  of  rotten  duft.    In  wif* 
dom  they  are  vain;  '*  The  Lord  knoweth  the  thoughts  of 
the  wife,  that  they  are  vain,"  i  Cor;  iii.  20.     In  poVver 
they  are  vn'in  ;  therefore  faith  the  Lord,  *'  Curled  is  the 
Bian  that  trulleth   in  man^   and  maketh  flefh   his  arm/' 
Jer.  xvi.  5.     In  comfort  they  are  vain;  "  They  comfort 
in  vain,"  Zech.  x.  2.     Let  us   never  expeft  in   man, 
what  is  not  to  be  had  in  him:  it  is  only  in  the  God-man, 
Jefus  Chrid,  that  we  ought  to  place  our  confidence,  and 
expect   oar  comfort:   *'  The   true   circumcifion  rejoice 
only  in  Chriil  JefuSj  and  have  no  confidence  in  the  flefli,'* 
Phil.  iii.  3. 

In  a  word,  all  thefc  things'  together  are  but  vainity; 
iatisfa£lion  is  not  to  be  had  therein:  ''  I  have  feen  all 
the  works  that  are  under  the  fun;  and  behold  !  all  is 
vanity,"  Eccl.  iv.  4.  The  apolUe  gives  a  fum  of  all  the 
the  things  in  the  world,  and  writes  vanity  upon  them  ; 
*'  All  that  is  in  the  worldj  the  lulls  of  the  flelh,  the  lufts 
©f  the  eycj  and  the  pride  of  life,  is  not  of  the  Father,  but 
is  of  the  world;  and  the  world  pafleth  away^  and  the  lufts 
thereof,"  i  Johii  ii.  16,  17.    All  thefe  things  are  vanity, 

IL  The  fccond  thing  propofed  was.  To  enquire  what 
is  imported  in  its  being  called  vain  ;  nay,  vanity  itfelf : 
*'  All  is  vanity.'*  And  to  enquire  into  the<mphafis  of 
the  phi*afe,  *'  Vanity  of  vanities,  vanity  of  vanities." 

Ill,  As  to  the  firft  of  thefe,  viz.  what  is  imported  in 
its  being  called  Vanity;   ''  All  is  vanity."    Ix. voxs^^tX's.^ 
SLmong  others  thcfc  eight  foUowmg  xKvu'g^i*  ■ 
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1.  Vanitt  here  imports  the  utiprofitablenefs  of  all 
things;  "  What  profit  hath  a  man  thereof?*'  Eccl  i.  3. 
And  to  this  purpole,  faith  Chrift,  ''  AVhat  (hall  it  profit 
a  man,  though  he  had  the  whole  world,  if  he  lofe  his 
own  foul?''  Matth.  xvi.  26.  Treafures  of  wickednefs 
profiteth  nothing.  The  world  is  an  ufelefs  thing  to  the 
ibul;  it  cannot  fave  the  foul  from  hell :  The  redemption 
of  the  foul  is  precious,  and  ceafeth  forever,  for  any  thing 
that  either  the  world,  or  the  things  of  the  world  can  do 
for  its  recovery,  Pfal.  xlix.  8.  As  to  the  world,  it  can- 
not  d.iliver  a  man  from  the  fentence  tliat  fhall  pafs  at 
the  great  day;  it  will  rather  aggravate  the  mifery. 

2.  All  is  vanity;  the  word  imports  emptinefs:  Vain; 
that  is,  void  of  fubftance,  worth,  and  fufficiency.  Thus 
the  words  of  Rablhakeh  are  faid  to  be  vain  words,  Ifa, 
xxxi.  5. ;  that  is,  empty,  having  nothing  but  wind  in 
•them :  even  fo  the  world  is  vain,  i.  e.  empty ;  it  promifes 
great  things,  but  performeth  nothing  r  like  the  god  of 
this  world,  .that  faid  to  Chrift,  **  All  thefe  things  will 
I  give  thee,  if  thou  wilt  fall  down  and  worfhip  me," 
Matth*  iv.  9.  The  world  promifes  much,  and  boafts 
much :  but  yet  can  give  nothing,  and  do  nothing, 

3.  All  is  vanity;  the  word  imports  hurtfulnefs,  while 
they  make  the  heart  more  and  more  vain ;  and  draw 
the  affeftions  away  from  God,  and  heavenly  things. 
They  are  hurtful;  like  a  man  lying  down  to  reft  upon 
a  bed  of  thorns  and  briars  :  he  fliall  never  find  the  refi 
there  that  he  would  be  at. 

4.  All  is  vanity;  the  word  imports  unfatisfaftorinefs; 
Eccl.  i.  8.  *'  The  eye  is  not  fatisfied  with  feeing,  nor  the 
ear  with  hearing."  As  there  is  no  true  profit,  fo  no  true 
comfort  therein,  abftr aft  from  God.  It. is  but  a  vain 
comfort  that  men  have  in  that  which  is  but  vanity. 

5.  All  is  vanity;  the  word  imports  falfliood  and  lying; 
Pfal.  iv.  2.  '*  O  ye  fons  of  men,  how  long  will  ye  love 
vanity,  and  follow  after  leafing?"  And  hence  the  things 
of  the  world  are  called  lyitig  vanities :  **  They  that  ob- 
ferve  lying*vanities,  forfake  their  own  mercy,"  Jonah 
ii.  8.  The  world  feeras  to  be  fomething ;.  but  it  is  a 
lye  :  it  is  not  what  it  appears  to  be. 

6.  AJl  is  vanity ;  iho  vjotd  vtvi^orls  fruftration  and 
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difappointrn'ent ;  James  i.  26.  "  If  any  man  feem  to  be 
religious,  and  bridlcth  not  his  tongue,  that  man's  religion 
is  vain;"  that  is,  he  will  be  difappoinied;  he  deceiveth 
himfelf.     Thus  the  world  is  a  cheat  and  a  deceiver, 

7.  All  is  vanity;  the  word  imports  folly;  Job  xi,  iz. 
*'  Vain  man  would  be  wife,  though  he  be  born  like  the 
wild.afs's  colt."  AH  is  vanity,  ail  is  folly.  "  Pie  that 
followeth  vain  perfons,  is  void  of  underftanding." 

8.  All  is  vanity;  it  imports  frailly  and  inconfillency  ; 
vanifliing  away  as  fmoke:  "  The  world  pafleth  away, 
and  the  lulls  thereof,  i  John  ii.  17.  All  flefli  is  grafs; 
and  all  the  goodnefs  thereof  as  a  flower  of  the  field  ;  th? 
grafs  withereth.and  the  flower  fadeth;  furely  the  people 
is  grafs,"  Ifa,  xK  6, — 9. 

2dly,  We  propofed  next  to  enquire  into  the  emphafis 
of  the  phrafe,  ''  Vanity  of  vanities,  vanity  of  vanities." 
Why,  this  phrafe,  and  the  repetition  of  it,  imports  tiiefe 
fix  things. 

I.  The  exceflivenefs  of.  the  vanity  of  thefe  worldly 
tilings.  Vanity  implies,  that  they  are  not  only  vain,  but 
exceedingly  vain;  as  vain  as  vanity  itfelf.  ''  Vanity 
of  vanities,"  is,  in  th^  Hebrew,  a  fuperlative  form  of 
fpeech,  to  fat  forth  the  higheft  vanity ;  as  the  ''  Song  of 
fongs;"  i.  e,  the  mod  excellent  fongj  the  '' King  of 
kings;"  i.  e.  the  moft  excellent  king.  So  "  Vanity  of 
vanity;"  i.  e.  the  greateft  vanity. 

2.  It  imports  the  multitude  and  variety  of  vanities  that 
are  heaped  up  in  earthly  things;  as  Sampfon  fpeaks 
in  another  caie,  *'  Heaps  upon  heaps,"  Judges  xv.  i6.. 
There  are  vanities  upon  vanities  ;^  one  heap  upon  the  top, 
of  another. 

3.  Tt  imports  the  flrangenefs.  of  thefe  vanities;  he 
fpeaks  by  way  of  admiration,  to  Ihew  the  wonderful  and 
ftrange  vanity  of  thefe  things  ;  O  vanity  of  vanities  ! 
He  breaketh  forth  into  this  exclamation. 

4.  It  importeth  the  inexprefliblenefs  of  it ;  it  cannot 
be  uttered  with  words  :  and  therefore  the  fame  words 
rauft  be  uttered  again  and  again;  to  fliew  what  we  can- 
not fufRciently  comprehend,  or  exprefs,  the  vanity  of 
things  below. 

5.  It  imports  the  fertility  of  thefe  vanities  o£  tlva  >^<:i\\i.\ 
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one  vanity  begets  another:  one  piece  of  vanity  brings 
on  another ;  therefore  called,  "  Vanity  of  vanities  :** 
fuch  vanity  as  is  the  caufe  of  other  vanities. 

6.  It  imports  the  certainty  of  the  vanity  of  worldly 
things,  and  what  impreffion.  it  flioqld  have  upon  us, 
when  vanity  is  five  tirnes  repeated  in  this  one  fhort  text: 
thefe  repeated  llrokcs  fhould  make  impreffion  upon  us^ 
to  afFe£t  us  with  tl^e  periainty  of  the  thing.  Surely  dl\ 
is  vanity. 

III.  We  proceed  to  the  third  thing  propofed,  viz.  To 
offer  fome  arguments  to  prove  that  all  is  vain  and  empty ; 
or  to  prove,  the  vanity  and  emptinefs  of  the  world. 

I.  The  world  is  treacherous  \  it  betrays  both  the  hopea 
and  the  fquls  of  men  at  once.  How  big  is  man  with  ex- 
pj^clations  of  remote  diftant  enjoyments  !     Like  a  man 
looking  at  a  piflure,  or  llatue,  at  a  dillance ;  but  com- 
ing near  to  it,  and  taking  a  clofe  view,  he  fees  it  but  a 
cheat,   a  dead  lifelefs  thing :    fo,   when  a  man   comes 
to  the  enjoyment  of  the  world,   he  falls  infinitely  fhort 
of  his  expefitations.     Like  children  that  think  the  cloud 
is  juft  touching  fvich  a  hill,  and  if  they  were  at  it,  they 
would  be  juft  in  the  cloud;    and  when  they  go   therej 
they  find  the  cloqd  removed  away  to  another  hill.  Yea, 
the  world  betrays  the  fovil,  as  well  as  the  hopes ;  it  be- 
trays  a  man's  foul  to  ruin  :   like  fweet  poifon,  that  goe$ 
down  pleafantly,  but  kills  prefently.     The  filken  cords 
of  the  world  have  taken  away  a  prifoner ;  and  they  have 
proven  their  fetters,  which  they  could  never  break  again. 
As  Judas  faid  of  our  blefled  Lord,  "  Whomfoeyer  I  kifs, 
take  him,  hold  him  faft:"  So  the  world  being  the  devil's 
agent,   fays,  *^  Whbmfoever  I  kifs   and   embrace,   and 
•*  embraceth  me  mutually,   and  fetteth  his  heart   upon 
*'  me ;  take  him,  hold  him  faft."  So  the  creature  betrays 
the  foul  as  well  as  the  hope  of  the  man. 

2.  The  world  is  vanity,  becaufe  it  is  vexatious;  for, 
*'  All  is  vanity  and  vexation  of  fpirit,"  Eccl.  i.  14.  You 
cannot  grafp  the  thorn  of  this  world  but  you  muft  be 
hurt. — The  world  is  vexation  in  the  purchafe  of  it..  A 
:fiian  fpends  night  and  day  for  a  conqueft  :  he  fits  up 
}qte  an4  ^'^^^^  ^^^^V  *»  ^^^  J^}?  iuycntion  upon  the  rack, 
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how  to  conquer  fuch  a  fortune,  how  to  make  fuch  a  pur- 
chafe. — The  world  is  vexation  in  the  poffeflion  of  it : 
when  a  man  hath  it^  what  cares,  what  fears,  what  fo- 
llcitude  about  the  keeping  of  it !  He  knows  not  how  to 
fecure  it.  If  but  a  tyle  or  Hate  falls  off  his  houfe,  he 
thinks  the  whole  fabric  will  be  down  next.  If  he  takes 
but  a  penny  out  of  a  large  fum,  he  thinks  it  will  melt 
and  diminilh  away  to  nothing.  He  is  vext  in  keeping 
it. — 'And  again,  the  world  is  vexation  in  the  lofs  of  it. 
WJien  the  man  lofes  it,  he  cries,  "  Alas!  they  have 
**•  taken  away  my  gods,  and  what  have  I  more  ?**  My 
*•'  hope  is  gone,  my  all  is  gone,  my  portion  is  gone.'^ 

3.  The  vanity  and  eniptlnefs  of  the  world  appears  in 
this,  that  a  little  crofs  will  imbitter  all  the  pleafures  and 
enjoyments  of  time.    Solomon  faith,  '*  That  the  dead  fly 
makes  all  the  box  of  the  apothecary's  ointment  to  flink," 
Eccl.  x.  X.     So  the  whole  box  of  the  world's  greateft 
enjoyments,  one  fraall  crofs,  fuch  as  a  tooth-ach,  a  touch 
of  the  (lone,  of  the  cholic  or  gout,  will  imbitter  all,  and 
make  all  to  (link.     We  have  an  eminent  inflance  of  this 
in  Haman,  Either  v.  11.  13.     If  any  man  in  the  world 
might  have  promifed  himfelf  fatisfa£tion  from  the  world, 
Haman  now  might  have  done  it:    he  was  raifed  fronx. 
a  low  degree  to  the  highell  pinacle  and  dignity  of  a 
fubjedl;  b.eing  the  chief  minifter  of  flate  to  one  of  the 
greateft  kings  on  earth.     If  a  man  he  born  to  a  great 
cftate,  it   turns,  as  it  were,  natural  to  him ;   it  never 
increafes,  never  elevates  him:  .but   promotion  from  a 
low  ellate  to  an  high,  doth  enhance   the   value  of  the 
eftate,  and  gives  a  relijh  ta  the.  enjoyment,  if  we  may 
fpeak  fo.     Well,   Haman  had  all*  riches;    he  had.  a  -nu- 
merous family,  plenty  of  children  ;^   he  wa§  the  gr^^ateft 
favourite  of  the  king,  and  reckoned  himfelf  a  favourite 
of  the  queen  alfo;  and  yet^  *'  All  this  avails  me  nothing,"- 
faith  he:  Why?  what  is  the  bufmefs,  man?  What  hath 
poifonedyour  box  of  ointment?  There. is  a  wretched  Jew, 
faith  he,  an  ill-natured,  ill-mannered  fellow,  that  will  not 
give  me  a  hat,  when  I  go  in  to  the  court,  and  come  out 
again.    And'  that  marred  all  his  happinefs,  becauf;^  a  poor 
man  would  not  yield  him  obeifance.    A  Uttle  crofs  will 
imbitter  the  cjreateft  eniavments* 

.  "^  ^  u  4  ^•^^'^ 
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4*  The  world's  emptinefs  and  vanity  appears  in  tbis^ 
that  it  is  fo  changeable,  and  of  fuch  a  fliort  duration. 
It  is  compared  in  fcripture  to  the  motion  of  an  eagle; 
"  Riches  take  wings,  they  fly  away  as  an  eagle  toward 
heaven,"  Prov.  xxiii.  5.  When  they  fly  away,  they  will 
not  fly  like  a  tame  bird,  to  return  to  you  again;  they 
go  away  like  an  eagle  out  of  fight.  Many  a  man  thinks, 
by  his  good  rights  and  fecurity,  by  his  heritable  bonds, 
and  the  like,  he  will  clip  the  wings  of  the  world,  that  it 
ihall  not  fly  away  from  him  :  but  for  all  that,  it  will 
take  the  wings  of  the  morning,  whofe  wings  cannot  be 
dipt.  The  world  is  compared  to  the  moon,  Rev,  xii.  i. 
v^iich  is  foraetimes  full,  and  fliining  brightly ;  but  in* 
ftantly  it  changes  again.  Men  are  ready  to  fay,  in  a 
worldly  fenfe,  as  Dayid  in  a  fpiritual,  "  My  mountain 
ftandeth  ftrong;"  and,- behold!  inftead  of  health  we  have 
ficknefs;  inflead  of  reputation,  we  have  difgrace;  inftead 
of  eafe  we  will  have  pain;  inflead  of  riches^  we  hava 
poverty, 

5.  The  vanity  and  emptinefs  of  the  world  appears 
in  this,  that  it  will  never  be  of  fervice  to  you  in  a  day 
of  need.  Are  you  in  ficknefs  ?  All  the  riches  of  the 
world  will  not  heal  you  ;  it  will  not  cure  you  of  a  gout 
or  a  gravel :  make  an  experiment  of  it,  lay  your  head 
on  a  pillow  of  gold,  fee  if  that  will  make  you  fletp  found. 
Nay,  all  the  enjoyments  of  time  will  not  eafe  you  of  the 
pain  of  a  cholic.  And  then,  in  the  day  of  death,  when 
death  fays,  "  I  am  coming;  I  am  at  the  door;  the  tri- 
♦*  bunal  is  fi?cing  to  judge  you  :"  what  will  the  world 
avail  you!  Nay,  it  cannot  fecure  you  from  the  wrath 
of  God,  from  a  h^ll,  from  a  tribunal, 

IV.  The  fourth  thing  prppofed  in  the  general  method, 
was,  To  give  fome  reafons  of  the  vanity  and  emptinefs 
of  the  world,  and  unfatisfaSkorinefs  thereof.     Why, 

I,  God  alone  is  the  centre  of  a  man's  foul ;  Chrift 
alone  is  th^  txread  of  life,  the  folid  food  of  the  foul, 
God  is  the  centra  of  the  inteUcflual  world,  the  centre 
of  fpirits;  and  no  reft  fliall  fpirits,  fouls,  have  till  they 
centre  in  him;  and  the  foul  that  never  centres  in  him» 
jhall  never  find  reft  to  eternity.  Every  body  hath  ita 
Qcatrc;    the  ilone  goes  dQL>Nxo«^t^>  ^.^^  \Jsx^  ^^^  ^^^^^ 
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upward*  Every  body  is,  as  it  were,  in  ^motioni  or 
hath  a  tendency  to  motion,  if  obdacles  were  out  of 
the  way,  till  it  comes  to  its  centre  :  now,  God  alone 
bwing  the  centre  of  the  foul,  the  creature  cap  never 
give  rell  to  the  foul ;  the  foul  is  ftill  in  difquiet,  till 
it  come  to  a  God  in  Chrrft,  which  is  the  true  reft ; 
**  Return  to  thy  reft,  O  my  foul,"  Pfal,  cxvi.  7,  The 
covetous  man,  if  he  has  riches,  will  fay,  *'  Return  to 
thy  reft,  O  my  foul :  Soul,  thou  haft  goods  laid  up  for 
many  years."  But  he  was  miftaken  of  his  centre;  for 
he  had  no  reft  at  all:  he  was  diftnherited  that  night,  and 
fent  out  of  the  world.  No  quarters  for  the  foul  in  the 
creature  J  there  is  no  fuitablenefs  to  the  foul  in  the  area* 
ture.  Why  ?  The  foul  is  a  fpirit ;  the  creature  is  a  body : 
the  foul  hath  vaft  infinite  defires;  the  creature  is  finite: 
the  foul  is  eternal  and  immortal;  the  creature  is  but  oT 
yefterday,  and  perilheth  to-morrow :  and  fo  there  is  no 
fuitablenefs  between  the  foul  and  the  creature.  It  is 
Only  between  Cod  and  the  foul  that  there  is  a  fuitable« 
nefs)  and  therefore  the  creature  is  empty  and  vain,  and 
cannot  fatisfy  the  vaft  and  immenfe  defires  of  the  im* 
zDortal  fouL     But  then, 

2.  There  is  the  curfe  upon  the  creature,  a  manifold 
curfe ;  a  curfe  by  Adam's  fall,  a  curfe  after  Cain's 
murder,  a  curfe  after  the  deluge,  a  curfe  upon  every 
enjoyment  of  every  wicked  man :  He  is  curfed  in  his 
balket  and  his  ftore;  curfed  in  his  children,  curfed  in 
his  table,  curfed  in  all  his  comforts.  How  then  ean 
the  Creature,  and  worldly  things,  be  any  other  than 
vanity  and  emptinefs  to  Us,  feeing  the  curfe  is  lying 
upon  them  fmce  the  fall !  Gen.  iii.  17* 

3.  All  is  vanity,  becaufe  of  the  end  for  which  God 
made  them;  they  were  made  for  us,  not  we  for  them. 
The  Lord  never  defigned  the  things  of  the  world  for 
the  ufe  that  men  would  turn  them  to,  namely,  to  be  % 
god,  a  portion,  a  happinefs  to  them :  and  therefore  they 
Ihall  never  find  an  happinefs  in  them.     And  To, 

4.  Becaufe  they  feek  happinefs  in  the  creature,  there- 
fore they  (hall  never  find  it  in  the 'creature:  becaufe 
they*  put  confidence  in  it,  therefore  God  will  Waft  that 
confidence;  **  The  Lord  hath  rcjcfited  th^  co^nMikwl^v^ 
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thou  fhalt  not  profper  in  them,"  Jer.  ii.  37.  Since  the 
fall,  man's  corruption  makes  him  promife  more  from 
the  creature,  truft  more  to  it,  and  delight  more  in  it 
than  before :  the  virtue  pf  the  creature  is  on  the  weaning 
and  decaying  hand,  yet  man's  expeftation  from  it  is  on 
the  waxing  and  growing  hand.  How  then  can  there  be 
any  thing  but  diiappointment  and  emptinefs  ? 

5.  No  wonder  then  that  it  is  vain,  empty,  and  unfa- 
tisfaftory,  feeing  the  world  is  the  grisat  occafion  of  fin, 
and  the  fewel  of  luft,  Many  corruptions  are  ftarved  till 
the  world  minifter  to  their  fupport :  and  it  is  the  root  of 
manifold  fins;  '^  The  love  of  money,  [the  love  of  the 
world,]  is  the  root  of  all  evil."  It  is  the  root  of  damn- 
able uegledl  of  the  gofpel;  One  went  to  his  farm,  ano- 
ther to  his  merchandife,  and  made  light  of  the  gofpel- 
cfFer,  Matth.  xxii.  5.  It  is  the  root  of  heart- wandering 
from  the  Lord,  and  enmity  againfl:  God;  "  The  carnal 
mind  is  enmity  againft  God.  Jf  any  man  love  the  world, 
the  love  of  the  Father  is  not  in  him."  It  is  the  root  of 
unfruitfulnefs  under  the  means  of  grace :  The  thorns  of 
this  world  choke  the  good  feed  of  the  word.  It  is  the 
root  of  woful  apoflacy  from  the  Lord;  '*  Demas  hath 
forfaken  me,  having  loved  this  prefent  world," 

V.  The  lad  thing  propofed  in  the  method,  was  thet 
application  of  the  fubject;    which  we  fhall   effay  in  an 

•  ufe  of  information,  reproof,   lanientatipn,  examination, 
and  trial :  and  in  the  whole  lludy  all  brevity. 

Ufe  I.  The  firll  ufe  that  we  make  of  the  doftrine 
then,  is  for  information.  Is  it  fo.  That  all  earthly 
things,  and  worldly  enjoyments,  arc  vain  and  empty  ,^ 
Then  we  may  hence  fee, 

I.  The  folly  of  mankind,  in  placing  their  happinefs 
where  it  never  was.  Men  would  have  happinefs,  but 
the  general  error  is,  they  imagine  the  creature  can  give 
it ;  and  therefore  they  purfue  pleafure,  and  court  ho- 
nours, and  hoard  up  riches,  thinking  their  happinefs  lies 
there:  but  they  are  feeking  the  living  among  the  dead; 
they  are  feeking  hot  water  among  cold  ice,  who  feek 
happinefs  among  the  creatures.  Alas!  what  a  woful 
exchange  do  they  make,  who.  fell  their  fouls  to  commit 

Ha,  for  any  earthly  benefit,  v^\\vc\v  v^  Wvn^.xv\\n\  \^tss5sx 
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ii.  8.  "  They  who  obferve  lying  vanities,  forfake  their 
own  mercy."  Temptations  from  earthly  things  may 
draw  on  fin  like  cart-ropes ;  but  they  are  cart-ropes  of 
vanity,  Ifa.  Vt  8, 

2.  See  what  a  great  change  fin  hath  made  in  the 
world ;  it  doth,  as  it  were,  blaft  the  virtue  and  beauty 
of  the  creature.  The  time  was,  before  fin  entered,  when 
God  law  all  the  creatures  to  be  very  good,  Gen,  i.  31. 
Now,  after  fin  hath  blown  upon  them,  he  looks  upon 
them  again  ;  and,  lo  !  all  is  vanity.  Such  a  change 
will  fin  make  in  us,  and  in  our  counfels  and  courfes, 
if  it  be  not  removed  by  the  blood  of  Chrift, 

3.  See  what  little  reafon  they  have  to  envy  the  wick- 
ed of  their  portion:  they  have  all  their  portion  in  this 
world,  Pfal.  xvii.  14.  What  a  portion  mull  it  be,  when 
it  is  but  a  fowing  of  vanity,  and  a  reaping  lies!  **  All  is 
vanity  and  vexation  of  fpirit."  Why  fliould  a  godly 
Tiian  grudge  when  he  fees  the  profperity  of  the  wicked, 
feeing  it  is  all  their  portion  ?  A  godly  man  may  have 
a  portion  in  the  world ;  but  he  never  hath  this  world 
for  a  portion;  no:  The  lines  are  fallen  to  him  in  more 
pleafant  places ;  he  hath  a  goodly  heritage :  The  Lord 
is  the  portion  of  his  foul. 

4.  See  that  the  godly  are  no  lofers,  though  they  fhould 
lofe  all  things  in  the  world  for  Chrift's  fake.  What 
makes  them  venture  the  lofs  of  all  for  the  caufe  and  in* 
tereft  of  Chrift?  Why,  they  know  Chrifl:  to  be  all,  and 
the  world  nothing  but  vanity.  They  may  eafily  forfake 
all  things,  and  follow  Chrift;  for  they  lofe  but  vanity, 
and  reap  folid  comfort,  folid  happinefs.  We  fee  this* 
abundantly  clear  from  Mark  x.  29,  30.  *'  Jefus  faid, 
There  is  no  man  that  hath  left  houfe  or  brethren,  or  fiflers, 
or  father,  or  mother,  or  wife,  or  children,  or  lands,  for  my 
fake  and  the  gofpePs,  but  he  fliall  receive  an  hundred  fold 
now  in  this  time,  houfes,  and  brethren,  and  fifters,  and 
mothers,  and  children,  and  lands,  with  perfecutibns ;  and 
in  the  world  to  come  eternal  life.*'  This  feems  to  be 
a  contradidtion :  but  though  they  lofe  their  houfes  and 
lands,Scc.  yet  they  Ihall  reap  them  equivolently;  yea,  what 
is  more  than  the  equi volent ;  they  reap  true  comfort  here, 
and  true  happinefs  hereafter :  fo  that  their  ligjit  aflLlSioxv^ 
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work  for  them  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight 
of  glory. 

Ufe  2.  The  next  ufe  that  we  make  of  the  doftrine, 
is  for  Reproof.  Since  all  things  here  are  but  vanity, 
this  do£lrine  reproves  thefe  that  fet  their  hearts  upon 
vanity,  upon  the  world,  fo  as  to  forget  God,  and  Chrift, 
and  religion,  and  their  fouls:  O  my  dear  friends.  What 
will  it  profit  a  man,  though  he  gain  the  whole  world, 
if  he  lofe  his  Own  foul  ?  All  is  but  wind  and  vanity, 
that  the  world  can  afford.  What  will  become  of  the 
worldling  in  the  day  of  death,  when  they  muft  part  with 
thefe  things  ?  What  a  miferable  parting  muft  it  be,  if 
you  have  no  other  thing  for  your  happinefs!  I  mean  not 
to  perfuade  men  to  a  voluntary  poverty;  fo  the  church 
of  Rome  make  fome  of  her  votaries  fwear  to  be  beggars 
all  their  life-time ;  and  they  have  gone,  and  abftrafted 
from  all  fecular  affairs,  under  pretence  of  employing 
therafelves  wholly  in  devotion :  and  yet  many  of  them 
are  fo  ignorant,  that  they  know  nothing  at  all  of  religi- 
on.  I  have  read  of  one  who  lived  always  in  a  moun- 
tain, and  was  appointed  to  fpeijd  his  whole  time  in  re- 
ligion :  and  he  told  that  he  cried  to  God,  and  faid  hia 
Pater-Nofter  all  the  day,  over  and  over,  and  over  again, 
to  the  Virgin  Mary:  juft  a  horrible  blunder  in  religion, 
a  damnable  dtrlufion,  that  no  man,  in  his  wits,  could  be 
guilty  of.  They  think,  that  by  turning  to  a  folitary 
defart,  and  abftradl  life,  they  may  overcome  the  world : 
but  as  Luther  faith  well  concerning  it,  "  A  monk  in 
**  his  elofet  fays,  he  thinks  he  is  crucified  to  the  world, 
**  and  the  world  to  him  ;  but,  alas !  poor  wretch, 
"  he  is  crucified  to  Chrift,  and  Chrift  is  a  ftranger 
«  to  him." 

But,  Sirs,  the  thing  that  we  are  reproving  is,  that 
the  world  gets  fo  much  of  your  heart,  and  God  fo  little. 
The  creature  ftiould  have  but  a  fmall  portion  of  your 
affeftions,  if  it  be  not  the  creature,  but  God,  that  is 
your  portion.  But,  alas  !  many  are  like  .  the  great 
man,  that,  being  alked  if  ever  he  faw  an  eclipfe  of  the 
fun,  faid,  "  He  had  fo  much  adoe  upon  earth,  he  never 
had  time  to  look  up  to  heaven.'*     Juft  fo  may  it  be  faid 
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of  multitudes  in  the  world,  they- are  fo  much  takeij  up 
with  the  things  of  time,  the  vain  and  periihing  things 
of  the  world,  they  never  get  time  to  look  up  unto,  and 
call  upon  God.     Therefore  we  have  reafon  to  bewail 

the  matter. 

Ufe  3.  Let  our  next  ufe  then  be  for  Lamentation^ 
that  notwithftanding  of  the  vanity  of  the.  world,  yet 
many  difcover  themfelves  to  be  wholly  deftitute  of  re* 
ligion,  by  their  inordinate  defire  after  the  world.  For 
clearing  this,  I  would  ihew  you,  i.  What  fort  of  a  de* 
fire  the  wicked  have  after  the  world.  2.  Prove  and 
make  it  evident,  that  their  defires  are  after  thefe  vanities. 
3.  Shew  whence  it  is.  4.  Point  out  the  evil  of  it. 
And  in  all  thefe  we  will  fee  much  ground  of  lamenta* 
tion. 

[i.]  What  fort  of  a  defire  is  it  that  the  wicked  have 
after  the  world.  Here  we  ihall  condefcend  on  a  four* 
fold  defire  they  difcover  'themfelves  to  have  after  the 
world. 

1.  It  is  an  original  defire;  they  are  born  with  a  world 
in  their  heart :  any  thing, in  the  world  is  better  to  them 
than  God,  or  Chrift.  Had  we  continued  in  our  origi* 
nal,  primitive  integrity,  the  firil  words  of  the  infant 
would  have  been,  the  praifes  of  God;  the 'fir  ft  breath* 
ings  would  have  been  after  communion  with  God:  but. 
now  they  are  after  the  world,  and  earthly  things,  which 
gratify  the  outward  fenfes. 

2.  It  is  univerfal,  after  any  thing  that  is  in  the  world; 
*'  Who  will  Ihew  us  any  good  ?"  The  beggar,  who 
wants  grace,  before  he  make  God  his  portion,  he  will 
rather  make  his  ftaff  or  his  meal-pock  his  portion; 
as  well  as  the  king  his  crown,  or  kingdom:  "  Who  will 
fliew  us  any  good?"  any  good  whatfoever,  Pfal.  iv*  6.  . 

3.  It  is  a  ftrong  and  violent  defire  they  have  after 
the  world:  notwithftanding  all  the  experience  they  havs© 
of  the  emptinefs  and  vanity  of  the  world ;  yet  they  papt 
after  the  duft  of  the  earth.  If  a  man  was  panting  for 
breath,  he  would  pant  after  the  free  air  :  but  to  pant 
after  the  duft,  that  flops  the  breath,  that  is  very 
ftrange  I 
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4.  It  is  a  growing  defire  that  the  wicked  have  after  • 
the  world:  the  more  they  drink,  the  more  their  third 
increafes.  O,  faith  the  man,  if  I  had  a  hundred  pounds- 
a-year^  I  would  live  on  it.  Well,  perhaps  he  gets  it. 
Is  he  no^y  pleafed  and  fatisfied  ?  No.  O,  if  I  had  a  ihbu- 
fand  pounds  a-year,  I  could  be  content.  Well,  perhaps 
he  gets  It.  Is  he  content?  No.  He  would  have  a 
million.  Well,  if  he  gets  that,  is  he  fatisfied?  No,  by 
no  means.  I  would  have  a  kingdom^  a  crown.  Well, 
if  he  gets  that,  is  he  content  ?  No;  I  muft  be  the  fon 
of  Jupiter ;  I  muft  be  a  little  god,  and  an  univerfal 
monarch.  Well,  is  Alexander  the  Greatj  content  with 
the  whole  world  under  his  command  ?   No,    O  if  there 

were  more  worlds  for  me  to  conquer! There  is  the 

nature  of  tl\e  defire  that  the  wicked  have  after    the 
•world. 

[2.]  The  fecond  thing  on  this  ufe  was,  To  prove  and 
make  it  evident,  that  the  defire  of  the  wicked  is  after 
the  world.  This  will  appear  evident,  if  we  cdnfidef 
thefe  four  things. 

1.  It  is  clear  from  this,  that  they  make  the  world 
their  portion;  they  are  content  with  it,  they  feek  nothing 
elfe:  "  Preferve  me,  O  Lord,  from  the  man  that  hath 
his  portion  in  this  life,  whofe  belly  thou  fiUeft  with  thy 
hid  treafures,"  Pfalm  xvii.  14. 

2.  It  is  clear  from  this,  that  they  prefer  the  world  to 
all  the  duties  of  religion,  and  ordinances  of  divine  wor- 
ihip:  if  Chrift  and  the  world  come  in  competition,  they 
choofe  the  world  and  let  Chrift  go.  Public  ordinances, 
family  worfliip,  fecret  and  focial  prayer,  all  muft  ftand 
by,  that  the  world  may  get  room.  The  gofpel  is  flight- 
ed: Why?  .  They  choole  their  farms  and  merchandife^ 
and  their  hearts  are  wedded  to  thefe;  they  \^  ill  not  be 
efpoufed  to  the  Son  of  God. 

3.  That  the  wicked  defire  the  world  is  clear,  if  wc 
confider  the  unwearied  pains  and  diligence  they  are  at 
about  the  world.  O  what  toil  and  travel!  What  racking 
of  thought,  late  and  early,  will  they  have  about  the 
world!  What  joy  will  they  have  about  a  good  worldly 
bargain!  More  joy  than  ever  they  had  in  hearing,  pray* 
jbg,  reading,  or  any  religious  duty ;  they  have  gladnefs 
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.when  their  corn  and  wine  increafeth.  What  forrow, 
what  tormenting  grief  are  they  haunted  with,  when  they 
lofe  the  world!  Then  they  fay,  With  Micah,  "  They 
have  taken  away  my  gods,  and  what  have  I  more  ?*' 
They  think  nothing  of  God,  or  Chrift,  or  heaven,  if 
they  want  the  world. 

4.  It  appears  from  this,  they  will  not  fiand  to  commit 
the  greateft  fin,  to  make  a  purchafe.  If  they  can  any 
way  in  the  world  purchafe  an  ellate,  or  a  fum  of  mo- 
ney, even  with  the  lofs  of  their  foul,  they  think  they 
have  made  a  good  bargain.  Judas  thought  he  had  made 
a  good  bargain,  when  he  had  fold  the  Prince  of  life  for 
thirty  pieces  of  filver.  "  Demas  hath  forfaken  me^ 
having  loved  this  prefent  world." 

[3.]  We  propofed  next  to  enquire,  whence  is  it, 
that  wicked,  carnal  perfons  have  fuch  a  dcfire  after  the 
world. 

1.  Man  hath  no  felf-fufEciency ;  he  cannot,  in  the 
enjoyment  of  himfelf,  be  happy  :  hence  he  reckons 
himfelf  miferable  to  be  alone.  Ariflotle  faid,  "  A  man 
*'  that  could  live  alone,  was  either  a  God,  or  an  idiot." 
Now,  man  feeks  to  be  happy  in  the  enjoyment  of 
fomething  befides  himfelf:  but  he  miffes  the  true 
mark,  and  fo  feeks  it  in  the  world,  where  it  cannot  be 
found. 

2.  God,  who  only  can  fatisfy  the  foul,  is  out  of  fight:* 
he  is  to  them  an  unknown  God  ;  "  The  world  by  wif- 
dom  knew  not  God.''  They  are  deftroycd  for  lack  of 
knowledge,  faving  knowledge. 

3.  The  world  is  at  hand,  and  a  well-garniflied  world; 
this  little  ball,  full  of  wind,  and  vanity,  blown  up -in  the 
air,  it  fparkles  and  fliines  with  a  lullre  and  beauty,  in 
their  eye  ;  and  they  are,  like  children,  mightily  taken 
with  it.' 

4.  Becaufe  of  the  vanity  of  the  heart.  There  is  a 
world  within  them,  anfwering  the  world  without  them: 
the  lull  of  the  eye  within,  anfwering  the  riches  of 
the  world  without ;  the  luft  of  the  flelh  within,  an- 
fwering the  fordid  pleafures  of  the  world  without ;  the 
pride  of  life,  anfwering  to  the  honours  and  grandeur  of 
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the  world.  ;;And  thus  the  world  within  them  draws  out 
the  defire  after  the  world  without  them* 

[4  ]  We  would  next  fhew  the  evil  of  this,  to  havt 
the  defire  running  only  out  after  the  world.     Why, 

1.  It  is  idolatry ;  hence  Covetoufnefs  is  called  idolatry^ 
and  ranked,  by  the  apollle,  amongft  the  other  things 
which  are  to  be  mortified,  Col.  iii.  5.  Many  worlhip 
gold  in  the  coin,  that  will  not  worfliip  it  in  the  image: 
«*  They  fay  to  fine  gold,  Thou  art  my  confidence,'* 

2.  It  is  facrilege.  The  heart  and  afieflions  of  a  man* 
are  like  the  royal  mines  that  are  annexed  to  the  crown* 
The  heart  of  a*  man,  his  love  and  delight,  ihould  be 
devoted  to  God,  and  confecrated  to  him.  Why  hach 
God  given  him  fuch  vaft  defires?  Was  it  to  throw  them 
out  upon  the  world?  No  furely. 

3.  It  is  monftrous  folly  to  let  the  foul  run  out  upon 
the  world:  ''  Be  aflonilhed,  O  heavens!''  Why?  what 
is  the  matter?  "  My  people  have  committed  two  great 
evils;  they  have  forfaken  me,  the  fountain  of  living  wa* 
ters,  and  hewed  out  to  themfelve^  ciftems,  broken  cit 
terns,  that  can  hold  no  water,*'  Jer.  ii.  12,  i3.  It  is  the 
height  of  folly  to  conclude,  that  there  is  more  excellency 
in  the  llream,  than  in  the  fountain;  in  the  creature, 
than  in  the  Creator. 

4.  It  is  a  degrading  of  the  foul.  If  you  faw  an  angel 
licking  the  dung-hill,  would  you  not  fay,  that  is  not 
food  for  fuch  a  glorious  creature  ?  It  is  far  below  it. 
Our  fouls  are  the  younger  brethren  of  angels,  if  we 

"^  may  be  allowed  the  exprelTion.  Who  can  tell  the  dif- 
ference exaftly  between  the  nature  of  angels  and  the 
fouls  of  men  ?  Now,  for  that  heaven-6orn  foul  to  lick 
the  duft  of  the  curfed  ferpent ;  what  a  degrading  of  it 
is  this!— Is  not  all  this  then  matter  of  lamentation,  that 
Chrift  is  defpifed,  and  the  world  embraced  ? 

Ufe  4.  The  next  ufe  that  we  make  of  the  do6lrine, 
may  be  for  examination.  Try  then  whether  you  be 
weaned  from  the  vain  world,  yea  or  not. 

I.  Are  you  content  and  fatisfied  with  a  little  of  the 
World^s  good  ?  And  can  you  bear  nmch  of  the  world's 
evil  ?  Have  you  got  a  difcovery  of  Chrift,  even  fuch  as 
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tJarkens  all  the  glory  and  excellency  of  the  world;  ancl 
been  brought  to  confider,  that  you  have  a  bettef  porti* 
on  than  the  vanity  of  time?  Can  you  confider/that  the 
Htrir  of  all  things^  the  Son  of  Gocl,  had  no  place  to  lay 
his  held,  had  not  a  penny  in  his  purlc  ?  Women  came 
and  liiini^le^rcd  unto  him 5  a  filh  came  and  gave  him  as 
much  as  paid  his  tribute  to  Cscfar.  Are  you  deaf  to 
the  reproaches  of  the  world,  fo  as  the  lofs  of  its  ap- 
plaufe  doth  not  break  your 'heart  ?  Are  you  deaf  to  the 
profits  and  honours  of  the  world,  fo  as  the  want  of  them 
doth  not  aiflid  you  I 

2.  If  you  be  weaned  from  the  Vanity  of  the  world,  * 
then  you  wi!l  bear  the  want  of  the  world  with  profound 
fubniiflion.  If  Godj  in  providence,  takes  your  houlefi, 
your  lands,  your  children,  your  riches,  your  loving 
friends  and  dear  relatives)  you  will  lay  your  hand  on 
your  mouihi  and  your  mouth  in  the  dull,  andjudify 
Cod;  "  In  all  this  Job  finned  not.'*  You  will  fee  your 
all  in  God  and  Chrill;  **  My  God  liveth,  he  is  tnine 
inheritance:"  for  you  cannot  be  difinherited,  if  God  be 
alive.  Whereas  the  wicked  faith,  in  this  cafe,  "  Thejr 
have  taken  away  my  godsj  and  what  have  I  more  r  * 
Their  all  is  gone;  •  . 

3.  If  weaned  froni  the  wdrld,  your  aiFe^ions  will  hot 
ebb  and  flow  with  the  world.  There  arefome  fountains 
that  have  immediate  communication  with  the  fea:  when- 
ever .the  fea  flows,  they  flow;  when  the  fea  ebbsj  they 
ebb  and  dry  up.  If  it  be  thus  with  you,  when  the 
candle  of  providence  fliifles  upon  your  tabernacle,  thea 
you  rejoice  at  it,  and  dance  to  it;  and  when  it  is  remov- 
ed^ then  you  roar,  and  weep,  and  pay  a  tribute  of  tears*: 
this  is  a  token  ^you  are  not  weaned  frLTi  the  world;  Aias 
for  the  believer,  when  the  world  goes  out,  the  Lord 
comes  in  its  rooni,  and  makes  him  joyful  and  cheary*: 
and  this  has  fuch  an  effeft  upon  him,  that  he  would  ber 
content  to  lofe  a  wife,  a  child,  a  worldly  comfort 
every  day,  upon  condition  he  got  God  in  the  room  of 
them. 

4.  If  you  be  weaned  from  the  worlds  you  will  know 
what  it  is  to  carry -your  clofet- frame  to  your  worldly  af- 
fairs with  you.     There  are  feme  people  who  hav^  vcior^ 

V0L.L  X  ^^ 
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t>r  G(")d  upon  thj^ir  fpirit,  more  fel low fliip  with  heavetl 
in  their  'fliop,  felling  their  wares,  or  when  they  are 
abov4t  lecular  work,  than  others  have  in  their  clofet  up- 
■oti  llieir  knees:  moi*e*  of  God  fitting  at  their  trade, 
than  others  in  the  houle  of  God,  hearing  a  good  ferraon. 
Some  will  have  more  intercourfe  with  Heaven,  at  their 
own  table,  than  ever  the  worldling  had  at  a  communion 
table.  .Tliey  carry  a  heavenly  frame  to  their  worldly 
snd  earthly  employment.  As  for  others,  they  bring 
the  world  ttill  along  with  them  ;  ^they  bring  it  to  the 
church,  as  well  as  to  the  market;  they  are  glued  to  it. 

Ufe  5.  We  fhall  improve  the  dodfine'  ip  an  ufe  df 
Exhortation.  If  all  be  vanity,  then,  O  feek  to  have 
your  hearts  difengaged  from  all  things  in  the  world  ;  be 
•perfuaded  to  forfake  lying  Vanities,  Jonah  ii.  8.  If  it  be 
ent.iuired,  What  is  it  to  forfake  the  world  ?  We  might 
give  both  a  negative  and  a  poiitive  reply  to  this.— 
Negatively,  It  is  not  to  go  out  of  the  world.  It  is  not 
to  forfake  perfonal  fociety ;  though  a  vitious  fociety 
muft  be  forfaken.  It  is  not  to  vow  a  voluntary  poverty, 
with  the  Papifts.  It  is  not  to  be  idle  and  improvident* 
But,  pofitively,  we  are  to  forfake  it  in  the  four  following 
refpefts. 

1.  In  refpefl  of  the  immoderate  ufe  of  the  enjoyment 
K)f  the  world,  i  Cor.  vii.  29,  30,  31.  We  are  to  ufe  it 
as  ftewards,  that  are  to  give  an  account. 

2.  In  refpeft  of  fervice.  Be  not  fervants  or  flaves 
to  it ;  for  you  cannot  both  ferve  God  and  mammon. 

3.  Ill  refpeiSl  of  confidence;  truft  not  to  it.  Although 
you  have  worldly  advantages,  make  them  not  your  ftaff, 
your  flay,  your  choice  jewels. 

4.  In  refpecl  of  adiierence  ;  be  not  glued  to  the 
world.  Let  not  the  world  he  like  the  fkin  on  the  hand, 
that  will  not  eafily  come  off;  but  like  the  glove  on 
your  hand,  or  the  hat  on  your  head,  that  you  can  eafily 
part  with. 

Try  your  repentance  by  this  doftrine,  which  was  the 
evidence  of  Solomon's  repentance.  Such  as  fee  nothing 
but  glory  and  goodnefs,  in  thefe ^outward  things,  Satan 

bath 
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hath  bewitched  them,  Matth.  iv.  8. ;  but  fuch  as 
fee  the  extreme  vanity  of  them^  have  repealed  with 
Solomons 

We  fliall  now  coiidlude  the  fuhjefib,  by  lajritig  tiefoft 
you  the  following  remedies  againll  a  worldly  difpofi* 
tion.  Cdnfldcr,  tor  this  end,  the  fix  following  pai** 
ticularsi 

1.  Thefe  vanities  will  riot  yield  you  pleafure  in  thft 
time  of  the  grcatull  trouble  ;  they  cannot  eal"e  yOu  of 
the  leaft  paiui  When  you  make  a  gafh  in  your  coti* 
fcience,  and  wound  your  fpirit,  and  fo  expofe  yourfclves 
to  the  wrath  of  God^  what  will  the  things  of  the  world 
avail  you  ?  Wiio  loved  the  world  better  than  Judas  did  ? 
But  when  God  burnt  his  fingers  with  it,  if  we  may  be 
allowed  the  exprcffion,  then  he  threw  it  away  with  a 
fury.  What  will  become  of  you  at  deaths  man?  Will 
it  be  any  comfort  to  you,  that  yoii  die  in  a  well-hung 
room  ?  or  that  your  chamber- floor  is  laid  with  filver  ? 
or  that  you  die  poflelLd  of  fuch  a  large  ettate^  or  ample 
fortune?  Will  riot  the  man  then  cry  out^  **  O  if  I  had 
**  but  fpent  fonie  of  this  time  in  fectiring  an  intereft  in. 
^*  Ciii-ift,  that  I  have  bellowed  ih  hunting  after  the  world, 
*•  that  eail  now  (land  me  in  ft  o  fie  ad  1'*^       . 

2.  Seek  a  law- work ;  fbmething  of  il  1?  abfqlutely 
tiecefl'ary  to  fliake  the  wdrld  out  ofits  pUce:  '^He  will 
fhake  heaven  and  earthy"  Heb;  xii.  i6,  reople  will  neVer 
leave  the  World  till  God  fhake  it  out  of  their  hejftrt* 

3.  Be  converfant  with  yoiir  owri  fenfible  cxperierice 
of  the  wprldi     Have  yoU  never  found  the  vsinity  atid 
emptinefs  of  it  ?     Nay^  hath   it  never  beeri  a  fting  and 
gall  to  your  poor  foul,  that  th^  wdrld  hath  got  all  ^6\xt     ' 
time,  thought,  and  care? 

4.  fie  perfuaded,  that  God  in  Chfift  is  the  only  gbod* 
Seek  the  difcovery  of  the'^lo'^y  ^f  G^d  in  Chrift.  Per*- 
foris  rriay  harangue  never  fo  long  about  the  world's 
emptinefs  and  vanity;  but  they  will  never  part  with  it 
till  they  get  fomething  bettef  ifl  the  room  of  it.  Some- 
thing the  riian  nluft  have  to  fet  his  heart  upon  i  There* 
forcj  till  the  urifearchabie  riches  of  Chrift  be  difcovered  , 
to  the  fOul^  fo  as  jpur  fours  deflre  rati  oui  ^&At  \\v^^ 
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the  hulks  of  the  world  will  be  your  portion.  People 
may  think  it  is  their  principle,  that  the  world  is  but 
vanity;  yet  ftill  they  are  taken  up  with  the  vanity  there- 
of, till  they  fee  the  glory  of  God.  The  Lord  is  a  full 
and  fufficient  good :  he  is  a  proportionable  good,  fuit- 
ing  the  foul:  he  is'an.everlaiting  good,  fuiting  the  im- 
mortal fouL 

5.  Believe  the  providence  of  God  :  he  that  made  the 
liv'orld  by  creation,  doth  ftill  preferve  it  by  providence, 
allotting  every  man  his  portion  ;  and  by  making  every 
man's  condition, 'in  the  world,  beft  for  him:  '*  Your 
heavenly  Father  taketh  care  of  you,"  faith  Chrift. 

6.  O  beware  of  valuing  yourfelves  for  what  you  have 
of  the  world:  I  affure  you,  in  God's  name,  it^  will  be 
one  of  your  ch^Uanges  when  death  comes,  or  fome  time 
a-day  or  other,  Oh!  I  neglefted  my  poor  foul !  Like 
the  woman  that  left  her  child  in  the  flame;  many 'leave 
their  foul  thus,  to  be  confumed  in  the  flame  of  divine 
wrath.  Seek  to  have  Chrift  for  your  everlafting  portion. 
Many  fay,  "  Who  will  fhew  us  any  good  ?"  But  fay 
you,  "  Lord,  lift  thou  upon  me  the  light  of  thy  counte- 
nance; then  ftiall.Ihave  more  gladnefs  than  they,  when 
their  corn  and  wine  abounds."  Never  reft  till  you 
come  to  that,  "  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee  ?" 
And  then  you  will  be  able  to  fay  alfo,  ''  When  heart, 
and  flefti,  and  all  fail,  the  Lord  is  the  ftrength  of  my 
heart,  and  my  portion  for  iever." 

7.  Take  up  Luther's  refolution,  that  you  will  not  be 
put  off  with  this  world  for  a  portion.  If  God,  for  holy 
ends,  fee  fit  to  imbitter  worldly  felicity  to  you,  pray 
for  weaning  influences,  improve  weaning  difpenfations; 
and  weaning  words,  weaning  rods^  and  weaning  ordi- 
xjances. 
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Self-Conceit  incident  to  a  Multitude 
of  Rrofeflbrs;  or,  the  imaginary  pure 
Generation  found  not  wallied  from 
their  Pollution  *. 

P  R  O  V.    XXX.    12. 

JTbere  is  a  generation  that  are  pure  in  their  own  eyeSy  and  yet 
is  not  wajhedfrom  their  Jiltbinefs. 

THE  fiibjefls  I  lately  treated,  as  formerly  obfervedf, 
hold  out  to  us,  I.  The  Father's  exhibition  of 
Chrift,  faying,  <^  I  have  given  thee  for  z  covenant  of 
the  people,"  2.  The  Spirit's  operation  upon  the  hearts 
oT  the  people,  in  order  to  his  being  kndwn  and  believed 
in;  <'  He  (hall  teftify  of  me,"  3^  The  Son's  declaration' 
ofhispwn  excellency,  as  being  God  equal  with  the 
Father  ;  «*  I  and  my  Father  are  one."  And  fo  Father, 
Son,  and  Holy  Ghofl:  concur  in  their  commendation  of 
him  to  us.  Rut»  4.  We  treated  a  little  of  the  world's 
difapprobation  of  this  glorious  One,  and  th^ir  harfli  en- 
tertainment of  him  J  "  Behold,  I  and  the  children  whom 
the  I^ord  hath  given  me,  are  for  figns  and  for  wonders 
in  Ifrael  J."  And  now,  '5.  This  text  may  be  looked  upon 
as  the  ground  and  reafon,  why  there  are  fo  many^  even  ia. 
Ifrael,  that  entertain  Ghrifl;  and  his  followers  with  marks: 
of  reproach,  and  look  upon  them  as  figns  and  wonders; 
Why?  "  There  is  a  generation  that  are  pure  in  their  own 
eyes;^  and  yet  are  not  waflied  from  their  filthinefs."— ^ 

Thei^ 

•  This  fubjedl  ^yas  harsclled  in  Teveral  difcoiirfcs  ;  but  we  are  uncertain  "when 
or  where  delivered  :  though  it  is  more  ilian  prol)able,  they  were  preached  in  his 
own  church  at  Dunfermline,  fomctinie  la  the  year  1723.  TiiC  plzvyc  ihty  hs-vc 
jji  his  nofes  fecms  to  determine  it. 

tSeeScrm.M.  J  Sec  Seim.  VI. 
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Their  felf-cpnceit  makes  them  value  themfelves,  to  th^ 
undervaluing  and  contemning  of  others:  thougji  yet, 
while  they  fuppofe  themfelyps  to  be  pure,  their  impurity 
remains. 

We  may  obferve-  two  fprts  of  perfons  in  the  vifible 
cburch. 

1.  Some  truly  exercifed  perfons,  who,  looking  more 
to  their  fpots  and  weaknefTes,  than  to  their  graces  and 
privileges;,  are  ready  to  conclude  themfelves  to  be  by* 
pocrites  and  diffemt^lefs  with  Gpd.  *^hpre  are  a  few 
of  thefe. 

2.  There  are  thof^  whp  have  nothing  but  a  profefTiou 
qf  religion,  being  firangers  to  the  power  of  it;  yet  en- 
tertain an  high  opinion  of  themfelves:  who,  looking 
more  to  their  leeming  righteoufnefs,  than  to  their  real 
caf^Bs;  more  to  thpir  gift?  than  to  their  fpots,  conceive 
themfelves  to  be,  what  they  really  are  not.  They  have 
an  high,  cp.nceit,  a  towering  imagination,  and  raifed 
ppinion  of  tli^mf^lyes;  and  there  is  a  multitude  of  fuch: 
*'  Thpre  is  ^  generation  th^t  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes, 
and  yet  ^re  not  washed  from,  their  filthinefs,'* 

.  This  chapter  contains,  i.  Agur's  confeffion  of  faith. 
.2.  His  pr^yer^  and  the  parts  of  it,  3.  Jlis  fix^fold  qua- 
ternary;  th^t  is,  his  coupling  of  four  things  together, 
and  making  ?^  com parifop  among  them;  as  you  may 
Tee  them  divided  in  the  contenis  of  the  chapter,  upot; 
fpme  of  your  Bibles. — .The  firft  four  is  a  fourfold  gene- 
ration of  finners  that  are  moft  deteilable  to  God:  though 
this  be  not  exprefled,  yet  it  i^  clearly  implied;  and  ypu 
■will  find  a  parallel  where  it  U  exprtffed,  Prov.  vi.  16, 
Now,  of  the  four  generations  he  here  fpeaks  of,  the. 
fecond  is  im  our  text :  •'  A  generation  that  are  pure  ii:\ 
their  own  eyes,  yet  are  not  wafhed  from  their  filthinefs.'* 
The  fcope  vvhereof  is  to  ihew.  That  it  is  a  fault  incicient 
to  vaft  multitudes,  to  have  an  high  opinion  of  themfelves, 
while  yet  they  are  naught;  to  think  themfelves  pure^ 
while  yet  they  are  impure:  they  take  external  reforma- 
tion for  true  converfion;  outfide-holinefs,  for  inward 
ian6lificatipn;  and  common  grace  for  faving. 

In  the.  text  thefe  perfons  are  defcribed  two  ways; 
l^Qih  Tiegatively  and  pofidvQly* 
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I.  Negatively,  from  what  they  are  not  In  reality; 
they  are  not  wafhed  from  th^ir  filthinefs:  where,  as  the 
defilement  of  fm  is  exprefled  by  the  word  filthinefs,  fig- 
nifying  excrement,  *  and  denoting  the  pollution  and  de*  * 
filement  of  fin ;  ib  the  neceflity  of  purity  is  fiippofed  ; 
they  are  not  waihed ;  they  were  never  cleanled  in  the 
fountain  opened  for  fin  and  for  uncleannefs;  they  never 
wafhed  their  robes,  and  made  them  white  in  the  blooJ  of 
the  Lamb  ;  their  hearts  and  natures  remain  polluted^ 
and  under  the  power  of  corruption^ 

i.  They  are  delcribed  pofitively,  from  what  they  are 
in  their  own  opinion;  they  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes;' 
they  have  a  fpiritual  pride.  For  it  is  of  this,  I  think, 
the  text  chiefly  means  :-  becaufe  carnal  pride  is  fpoken 
of,  ver.  13,-  Tliey  have  an  high  opinion  of  them lelves. 
And  they  are  fet  forth  by  their  number ;.  There  is  a  ge- 
neration of  fuch.  This  wor4  ia.  fom^time^  taken  for  the 
fucceffion  of  one  age  to  another^  Sometimes  it  import*. 
a  multitude  ;  and  in  this  fenjfe  I  diiefly  take  it;  "  There 
is  a  multitude  of  people  that  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes, 
yet  are  not  waihed  from  their  filthinefs.'** 

The  farther  explication  I  refer  tothe  profecution  of 
thefe:  three-  dodlrines,     i;.  That  fin  is  an  impure  thing, 
of  a  polluting  and  defiling  nature,.    2.  That  purity  is  an 
excellent  thing;,  and  of  abfalute  neceflity  tadenominate  a 
true  fai:nt.'**    Whatever  we  think  of  ourfelves,^  If  we  be  - 
not  wafhen  fron;  this  defilement,  wq  are  naught,     j. 
That  felf-conceit  is  incident  to  a  multitude- of  profefTors. 
Many  who  are  mofl  impure,  do  yet  look  on  themfelyes 
as  pure,^  and.  labour  under  a  fad  and  wofujlfdelufipn;   a 
grofs  and  damnable  miftake,  about  the  ftate  of  their- im- 
mortal fouls  ;  they  have  a  good  heart,  they  think ;-  and: 
yet,  alas  !  it  is  the  word  part  about  them*.  *-'  Ther^  is  a. 
.generation  that  are  pare  in  their  own  eyesj.  and, yet; are, 
»ot  wafhed  from  their  filthinefs,"-    The  two-  former- 
doftrines  are  clearly  implied,  the  laft  is  plainly  exprefled 
and  is  what  I  mainly  defigned  in  fixing  on  the  text:  but 
J  ftiall  touch  at  the  two  other  alfo.    I  begin  with  the  fiirft 
of  thefe,^  and  would  fpeak  a  little  to  it  at  the  time. 

X  4  DocT*' 
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DocT.  !•  Th^t-  fin  is  a  pollution  and  defilement, 

.  'f  he  method  we  propofe  for  handling  this  fqhjt(S, 
through  divine  aid,  mail  be  the  following, 

I.  We  would  confider  what  the  fcripture  faith  about 
the  pollution  of  fin.   ■ 

II.  We  would  compare  the  pollution  of  fm  with  the- 
guilt  of  fin,  for  clearing  the  difference  between,  the 
one  and  the  other ;  and  for  evidencing  the  greatnefs 
of  this  defilement. 

jll.  Speak  of  the  nature  and  quaFuies  of  this  pollution. 

IV.  We  would  fhew  whence  this  pollution  comes, 
and  how  it  is  derived  into  the  world. 

V.  Make  application  of  the  whole  fubjpft. 

I.  The  Firft  thing  propofed  w^s,  To  confider  what 
tbe  fcripture  faith  about  the. pollution  of  fin.  Indeed. the 
fcripture  compares|  it  to  all  the  greatefl  deformities  ima- 
ginable. Sonietimes  it  is  compared  to  the  blood  and  poU 
lution  of  a  new-born  infant,  Ezek,  xvi.  4,  5,  6.  Some- 
times to  a  dead  body,  or  a  rotten  carcafe,  hanging  upon 
a-man,  Rom.  vii.  24^.  "  0  wretched  man  that  J  am  ! 
who  fliall  deliver  me  from  this  body  of  f^n  and  death  r" 
Sometimes  to  a'ftinking  exhalation  of  a  green  open  grave, 
suid  the  rottennefs  of  the  land  of  darknefa,  Rom.  iii.  13. 
Spmetimes  to  the  poifon  of  afps,  or  ferpents,  Rom.  iii.  13. 
Sometimes  to  the  yomitof  a  dog,  and  the  puddle  of  f wine,. 
2:  Pet.  ii.  2  2,  Sometimes  to  a  canker,  or  gangren, 
2.. Tim.  ii*  17.  Sometimes  to  the  dung  of  filthy  crea- 
tures, Phil.  iii.  8.;  or  human  dung:  we-  read  of  the: 
diing  of  mens;  facrifices  caR  in  their  faces.  Sometimes 
to  the  plague  and  pefl:ilence,  to  a  putrifying  fqre,  lia.  i.  6. 

-But,  not  to'  name  any  more  ;  furely  if  fin  had  not 

been  fuch  a  pollution  and  abomination,  the  Spirit  pf 
Gpd  would  not  have  made  ufe  of  fo  many  terras^  to  lay 
before  us  the  odious  nature  of  it :  yet  none;  of  thefe. 
things,  to  fpeak  properly,  are  pollutions  in  themfelves, 
being  part  of  the  ornament  of  the  creation,  though. 
tJ^ey  be  poifoa  to  man,  or  difagreeable  to  our  fenfes  : 
'     '  '  ''  '  '  .'    '■  \)Ut 
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but  fia  is  ugly  in.  it&lf:^  and  in  the  eye  of  God  aad  holy 

aiigels;^ 

IL  l^hQ  fecond  thing  was^  To  compare-  the  podliitioa 
of  fin,  and  tlie  guilt  of  fiii  together. 

1.  The  pollutioa  of  fin  hath  a  reference  to  ttie  com*- 
mand  and  precept :  the  guilt  of  fin  hath  a  reference  to 
the  threatening  and  execution,  God  injoins  us  to  do  fo 
andfo;  we  do  it  not :  or  he  forbids  us  to  do^.  and  we  da 
it:  here  is  the  llain,  blot  and  polli^tiqn  of  fm ;  being 
a  deformity  of  foul,  and  contrariety  to  the  law  of  God* 
Tiie  pollution  of  fin  hath  a  relation  to  the  command; 
the  guilt  of  fm  looks  to  the  fan^Stion  :  whoever  |ins  {Biall 
die,  (hall  be  puniflied ;  guilt  looks  to  that, 

2,  The  pollution  of -fin  looks  more  direfltly  totbeho- 
linefs  of  Go  J  ;  the  guilt  of  fm  hath  a  relation  totha 
juftice  of  God.  Tiie  pollution  of  fm  is  the  direft  op- 
pofite  to  that  purity  that  is  in  him;  it  is  a  direfil  contra- 
riety to*  his  holinefs  :  but  guilt  looks  to  the  jufiice  of 
God,,  which  chains  the  moral  evil  and  the  penal  evil 
together. 

3:.  Though  guilt  of  itfelf,  properly  fpeaking,.  cannot 
be  faid  to  be  a  good  thing,  it  being  evil  to  the  rebel  and: 
criminal ;  yet  it  is  a  good  thing  that  fin  fliould  be 
punifhed  with  fuiFering,  and  mifery  and  hell :  it  is  the 
emanation  of  God's  julHce  and  fandtion  of  his  law,  and 
obligation  upon  the  rebel,  to  give  God  as  much  gloryr 
by  his  fuiFering,  as  he  robbed  him  of  by  his  fin.  This^ 
guilt  in  a  manner  brings  all  into  order  again.  The  polr 
lution  of  fin  breaks  the  order  of  the  univerfe  :  that  mo- 
ral  dependence,  that  the  intelledlual  reafonable  world 
had  upon  their  Maker,  is  broken  by  the  pollution-,  ok 
iia :  but  gqilt,  by  punilhment,  brings  all  into  order 
again ;.  \yhilie  either  the  guilty  man  fuffers  in  his  own 
perfon,  which,  alas  !  he  can  never  fully  do  ;-or  his  gnilt 
is.  transferred  urpon  a  Surety. 

4.  The.  pollution:  of  fin  is  infeparablcfrora  it.     Tho** 
fin  be  pardoned,  it  is  ftill  pollcilion  :   but  guilt  maybe" 
feparate  from  fln^     There  may  be  fin  without  guilt  in 
two  rfifpeSs.     (1.)  When  God  gives  a  law,  asd  adds: 
no  fanftion  with  it :  as  the  greateft  of  our  divines,  aflfert^ 
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*  That  a  law  may  be  without  a  fanaion.'  (2.)  When 
pardon  conies  and  takea  away  the  guilt.  I  fay,  fin  may 
be  where  there  is  not  guilt :  as  in  the  cafe  of  the  par-? 
doned  0nner,  who  is  no  more  liable  to  the  punifhment 
due  to  fin.  And  guilt  may  be  where  there  is  no  fin,  aa 
in  the  cafe  of  Chrift,  who  bad  no  fin  of  his  own,  yet,  as 
Surety,  was  liable  to  the  punifliraent  of  all  the  fins  of  an 
eleft  world.  But  though,  I  fay,  guilt  is  feparable  from 
fin,  yet  the  pollution  of  fin  is  infeparable  from  fin  ;  the 
very  nature  of  fin  muft  be  deftroy^d,  ere  i^  can  ceafe  to 
be  a  poUutipA* 

III.  The  third  thin.g^  was.  To  fpeak  of  the  nature  and^ 
qualities  of  this  pollution.  As  to  the  nature  of  this  poL-. 
Jution,  there  are  two  words  I  would  fay  concerning  it^ 
There  is  in  it  a.privation,  or  want  of  that  beauty,  which 
the  foul  had,  when  the  image  of  God  was  upon  it :  it 
is  a  want  of  conformity  to  the  holinefs  and  beauty  of 
God*s  nature  and  la w^  There  is  alfo  in  it  a  pofitive 
foulnefs  and  defilednefe  of  mind  and  coafcience  j  an  in- 
troducing of  the  image  of  the  devil ;  yea,  a  deformity 
of  foul,  body^  and  converfation.  But  this  will  further 
appear  from  the  properties  of  this  pollution ;  and  there-, 
fore,  as  to  the  qualities  of  it, 

1.  It  is  a  natural  pollution;  "  Who  can  bring  a  cleaa. 
thing  out  of  an  unclean  \  no  not  pne.  Whatfoever  is  born, 
of  the  flefti  is  fleih.**  Adam,  after  his  apoftacy,  begat 
a  child  after  his  own  likenefs  :  had  he  flood,  he  would, 
have  had  children  after  God?s  image ;  but  having  fallen,, 
he  begat  a  fon  after  his  own  image.  This  is  natural :: 
"  In  fin  was  I  conceived  (fays  David);  and.  i^,  iipbiquity 
did  my  mother  bring  me  forth,"  ffalm  li,  5.. 

2.  It  is  a  deep  and  indelible  pollution;  it  is  of  a  crim-. 
fon  hue,  Ifa.  i.  18.  It  is  like  the  black,nqfs.  of  the  Ethio- 
pian, and  the  fpots  of  the  leopard ;-  much  nitre  ^d  foap. 
cannot  purge  it  away,  Jer.  ii.  za.  The  deluge  q^  water- 
did  not  wafti  it  away  from  the  earth  :  the  fire  that  came- 
down  upon  Sodom  did  not  burn  it  out.  The  fire  of 
hell  to  eternity  will  not  take  away  the  ftain  of  fin  out 
of  the  fouls  that  fliall  be  there.  It  is  deep;  nothing  but 
fjje  blood  of  God  can  walU  it  away. 
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3.  It  is  univerfal ;  it  hath  invaded  all  the  faculties  of 
the  Ibul,  and  fet  up  its  trophies  of  viftory  in  all  the 
powers  thereof,  Ti)e  qnderltanding  is  polluted  with  ig- 
norance, darkncfs,  error,  enmity,  and  prejudice  :  in  the 
w'lUj  there  is.  a  contrariety  to  God's  will,  a  rebellion,  a 
contempt ;  in  the  memory,  a  forgetting  of  God  ;  all  his 
favours  to  us  are  written  like  chi^iraclers  in  the  fand;  the 
confcienc^  itlelf,  God's  deputy,  is  defiled;  *'  To  the  pure 
all  things  are  pure  ;  but  to  the  impure  and  unqlean,  even 
t'oe  very  mmd  and  coplcience  is  defiled."  This  witnefs 
is  bribed  to  favour  the  rell  of  the  polhited  faculties. 
Soul  and  body  are  contaminated  ;  w^e  read  of  the  filthi- 
pefs  of  the  fltrfli  and  I'pirit,  2  Cor.  vii.  i* 

4.  It  is  a  diffufive  and  infeftious  pollution  ;  a  fpread- 
ing  gangrene.  All  the  children  of  men  ar^  overfpread 
with  it,  and  defiled.  The  whole  man  is  over-run.  Jt 
fpreadeth  itfelf  to  our  beil  duties  :  all  our  afts  of  obe- 
dience  are  thereby  rendered  like  filthy  rags;  like  a  men- 
llrous  clgath.  It  infe(^s  others  that  ^re  near  the  polluted 
finner.  It  is  hard  to  be  in  the  company  of  a  man  that 
hath  the  plague,  and  not  to  be  infected  :  Even  fo,  it  is 
one  of  the  hardeil  things  in  the  world  to  be  witnefs  to  fin, 
and  companions  to  wicked  finners,  and  not  be  infefted  : 
''  Can  a  man  take  fire  in  his  bofom,.and  not  be  burnt ?•• 
Yea,  it  infefts  the  very  timber  and  ftones  of  the  houfe 
where  the  m^n  lies ;  hence  they  are  faid  to  cry  out 
againil  him.  Yea,  it  infefts  the  very  ground  on  which 
he  treads.  Yea,  the  whole  creation  groans  and  travails 
in  pain,  becaufe  of  the  fins  of  men. 

5.  It  is  a  growing  and  increafing  pollution :  "  He  that 
is  filthy,  let  him  be  filthy  ftill ;"  that  is,  more  filthy. 
Rev.  X3^ii,  i;,  ^^  Evil  men  and  fcducers  wax  worfe  ancj 
v/orfe,"  2  Tim.  iii.  13.  Sin,  once  given  place  to,  makes 
gradual  and  fuccefsful  advances  upon  the  finner. 

6.  It  is  a  mortal  pollution,  a  deadly  pollution :  *•  I  faid 
unto  thee,  when  thou  wall  in  thy  blood.  Live :  yea,  I  faid 
unto  thee,  wiien  thou  wafl:  in  thy  blood,  Live.'*  The 
doubjing  of  the  expreflion,  fliews  the  deadly  nature  of 
tjie  pollution;  "  In  the  day  when  thou  waft  born,  thy  na- 
vel  was  not  cut,  neither  w^aft  thou  waflied  in  water  to  fup^ 
pie  thee;  thpu  waft  not  falted  at  all,  nor  fwaddled  at  alU 
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JTo  eye  pitied  thee,'  to  do  any  of  thefe  offices  unta  thee» 
to  have  corapaffion  upon  thee ;  but  thou  waft  caft  out 
into  the  open  field,  to  the  loathing  of  thy  perfon  in  the 
day  that  thou  waft  born.  And  when  I  pafTed  by  thee, 
wnd  faw  thee  polluted  in  thy  blood,  I  faid  unto  thee, 
when  thou  waft  in  thy  blood,  Live;  yea,  I  faid  unto  thee, 
'when  thou  waft  in  thy  blood,  Live,'*  Ezek,  xvi.  4,  5,  6* 
A  n^Wrbprn  child,  expofed  in  that  cafe,  would  fopn  'ex- 
pire. Oh !  but  fin  puts  conftifion  amongft  men;  it  puts 
fire  into  hell ;  it  puts  rottennefs  in  the  grave :  it  was 
only  he  that  went  to  the  grave  without  fin,  that  rofe 
WHhout  corruption  :  yea,  fin  put  wrath  in  the  heart  of 
God  againft  man.  It  is  a  mortal,  deadly,  deftru£tive 
poUutipn.-^Many  other  difmal  qualities  of  it  might  be 
affigned  ;  but  I  proceed, 

IV.  To  the  fourth  thing  propofedj '  which  was,  ta 
fliew  how  this  pollution  is  conveyed  into  the  world,  and 
from  one -to  another.  This  is  a  great  myftery,  and  w^ 
muft  be  modeft  on  it.  Let  us  only  confider  then  Ihortly^ 
thefe  two  things  about  it. 

1.  That  Adam,  once  being  polluted  himfelf,  he  cannot 
but  beget  a  polhued  child  :  hence  we  read.  Gen.  v.  3. 
that  he  begat  a  fon  in  his  own  likenefs,  after  his  image. 
An  Ethiopian  begets  an  Ethiopian  ;  and  a  blackamoor 
begets  a  blackamoor:  ''  That  which  is  bom  after  the 
flefti  is  flefti."  John  iii.  6. 

2.  Confider,  when  God  makes  the  foul  of  a  man  of 
Adam's  race,  he  looks  upon  him  as  a  branch  and  piece 
of  the  old  Ad^m;  of  the  old  rebel  and  apoftate,  to  which 
he  gave  original  beauty,  and  made  it  like  himfelf,  the 
glorious  work  of  his  hand  :  but  it  foon  deformed  itfelf. 
Now,  when  he  makes  the  faculties',  the  mind,  the  will, 
he  goes  no  further  in  making  them  :  he  does  not  con- 
creat  the  original  beauty  he  once  gave  to  man;  he  is  un- 
der no  obligation  to  reftore  what  they  threw  away.  In- 
deed, the  eleft  foul,  in  the  day  of  converfion,  gets  all 
reftored  to  advantage,  by  the  Lord  Jefus  Ghrift;  "  Then 
be  reftores  that  which  he  took  not  away,''  Pfal.  Ixix.  4. 
As  he  reftores  the  favour  of  God  in  juftification  ^  fo  the 
image  of  God  in  fanftification;  not  till  then. 
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V.  The  fifth  thing  propofed^as  the  application  of  thb 
fubjefl. ;  which  we  fhall  effay  briefly  in  feveral  ufes: 

ill,  By  way  of  information.  If  fin  be  fuch  a  polluti- 
on and  defilement,  then  hence  fee, 

1.  Why  fin  keeps  men  out  of  heaven.  Sin  ilands  di- 
reaiy  oppofite  to  the  reftitude  of  God's  holy  nature;  it  is 
that  abominable  thing  which,  he  hates  :  and  it  is  a  pofi- 
tive  law  of  the  God  of  heaven,  that  nothing  that  defileth 
can  enter  into  the  heavenly  Jerufalem.  And  therefore 
fin,  confidered  in  its  own  nature,  as  exceeding  finful, 
excludes  from  the  prefence  of  God. 

2.  See  what  matter  of  humiliation,  before  God,  we 
have :  we  fliould  ly  down  in  our  fliame,  and  our  confufi- 
on  cover  us,  crying  out,  Unclean,  unclean;  bumbled  ta 
the  duft..  .  Alas  !  what  an  unreafonable  thing  is  pride  ! 
To  fee  a  proud  finner  is  as  ridiculous  a  thing,  as  to  fee 
a  man  vain,  with  a  contagious  difl;emper,  boafting  of 
bodily  comelinefs.  * 

3.  See  hence  the  dreadful  infatuation  of  the  moR  of 
the  children  of  men,  that  are  in  love  with  fin,  for  as 
filthy  as  it  is  :  yea,  the  doleful  ftate  of  all  men  by  na- 
ture. It  is  a  vile  ftate ;  a  ftate  of  pollution  :  it  is  a  ftate 
of  feparation  firom  God  ;  a  ftate  of  enmity  to  God,  the 
chief  good  ;  and  mad  love  to  fin,  the  chief  evil  and  pol- 
lution. Whence  is  it  that  the  world  are  in  love  with 
dung  and  filth  ?  Surely  it  proceeds  from  blindnefs  of 
mind :  men*  do  not  fee  the  evil  of  fin.  It  proceeds  from 
unbeli^,  the  power  of  unbelief ;  men  do  not  credit  the 
account  given  of  it  in  the  word.  It  proceeds  alfo  from 
the  fair  and  pleafant  vamifti  that  the  devil  puts  upon 
fin. 

3.  Hence  fee  the  miferable  condition  of  thefe  who  arc 
under  the  total  power  of  fin,  and  never  had  the  pollution 
of  it  waftied  away  :  why,  it  renders  you  abominable  in 
the  fight  of  God,  who  is  of  purer  eyes  tha«  to  behold 
evil:  abominable  in  the  fight  of  all  good  men,  *'  In  whofe 
eyes  a  vile  perfon  is  contemned,"  Pfal.  xv.  4. :  in  the 
fight  of  good  angels  ;  they  cannot  but  loath  iniquity,  be- 
ing fuch  fpotlefs  and  holy  creatures  :  yea,  abominable 
in  your  own  eyes  ;  if  ever  God  open  them,  you  will 
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loath  yourfclf  and  ybur  fin,  as  tnuch  as  ever  you  loive^ 
it- 

5.  See  what  need  we  haVe  to  Hand  at  a  diftahce  from 
fin.  Sin  has  brought  the  grcatcll  delblation  upon  nati- 
ons and  kingdoms;  i-uined  the  mod  famous  ana  floufilhi 
ing  churches;  brought  deftrudtion  upbti  the  greateft 
and  moll  opulent  cities  ;  Vanqaiflied  and  overcome  the 
greateft  men;  and  turned  the  mdft  fertile  land  into 
barrenriefs;  Therefore,  w6  have  much  need  to  ftand 
at  a  diftance  from  it,  feeing  it  has  brought  fuch  devalla- 
tion  on  the  earth. 

6.  Hence  fee  the  fighteouPnefs  of  God  in  punifliing  fin. 
How  juft  arid  righteous  is  he  in  punilhing  it,  whether 
here  of*  through  eternity?  Damnation  itfelf  is  a  moft 
holy,  pure,  and  righteous  afilioh;  The  pUnilhment  is 
not  above  the  fault;  Thou  that  by  fin  doft  trample  upoii 
God,  how  juft  is  it  that  he  ftiould  trample  upon  thee  i 
Sin  is  an  infinite!  evil,  obje£lively  confldered ;  and  there- 
fore atl  infinite  eVil  miifl  tolloW;  How  unfeafonable  then 
are  mens  colllplaitlts  of  the  puftifhment  of  their  fins  iti 
time?  Complain  tlot   againft  the  Lord,   for  any  thing 

.  that  can  come  upon  youl  it  is  the  ^unilhment  of  your 
fin;  accept  of  it:  "  Why  ftiould  a  living  man  complain  ?" 
So  long  as  it  is  below  damnation,  it  is  far  below  your  dei 
fert:  'He  hath  puniflied  uslefsthan  bur  iniquities deferve.' 

7.  Hence  fee  the  excellency  of  hoHnef^  J  Iffinbemoft 
vile,  holinefs  is  moft  lovely;  Sin  is  our  deformity,  ho- 
linefs  is  out  beauty  :  fin  i§  a  ftiame,  liolinefs  is  a  glory. 

8.  See  the  impoflibility  of  iatisfyitig  God  by  ourfelves; 
and  the  ilecelRty  of  flying  to  the  blood  of  Chrift.  How 
impoflible  is  it  for  you  to  fatisfy  God  by  your  own  du- 
ties, reformation,  and  righteoufnefs  ?  Can  this  repair 
the  wrongs  done  to  God,  while  we  have  caft  the  dung 
of  fin  upon  all  the  perfections  of  God  ?  We  have,  as 
it  were,  trampled  God  under  our  feet,  and  trodden  un- 
der foot  the  Son  of  God,  Heb.  x.  29.  This  is  worfe" 
than  that  all  the  world  ftiould  burn  in  hell.  _Can  we 
then  make  reparation  or  fatisfadlion  by  our  duties  ?  or  be 
juftified  by  our  works,  while  our  works  tberafelves  are 
full  of  fin,  and  fo  full  of  pollution  ?  No,  no.  See  then 
the  ahfolutc  neceflity  of  flyms  to  the  blood  of  Chrift : 


This  is  the  only  fatiduaTy  and  city  of  refuge  for  guilty- 
finners  ;  the  only  purgatory  and  layer  for  filthy  fmners 
to  be  cleanfed  in  :  "  The  blood  of  Chrift  [and  that  only^ 
cleanfeth  from  all  fin.'* 

The  next  Ufe  that  we  make  of  the  do£irine,  is  of 
Examination.  From  this  we  may  try,  if  ever  we  got 
a  right  fight,  a  faving  fight  of  fin,  fo  as  to  fee  it  iti  its 
polluting  and  defiling  nature.  There  is  a  law-fight  of 
fin  that  ufhers  in  a  gofpel  faving  fight.  Law-work  ifi 
Jiecefl*ary ;  I  do  not  fpeak  of  the  degrees :  but  the  bank- 
rupt wilh  not  run  to  the  furety,  till  he  fee  himfelf  a 
dyvour,  quite  infolvent.  The  polluted  foul  will  not  fly 
to  the  fountain  till  he  fee  himfelf  polluted  and  defiled. 

But  poflTibly  it  may  be  alked.  How  fhall  a  perfon 
know,  if,  after  fome  law-work  of  this  fort,  he  hath  got 
a  gofpel  faving  fight  of  the  pollution  of  fin  ? 

We  fliall  anfwer  to  this  only  in  thefe  two  particulars 
following. 

-  I.  If  fo,  then  you  have  feen  it  in  the  gofpel-glafs, 
and  that  is  a  crucified  Ghrift :  "  They  fhall  look  upon 
him  whom  they  have  pierced,  and  fliall  mourn:"  that  is, 
on  a  crucified  Chrifl:.  Chrift  on  the  crofs,  is  a  glafs 
wherein  we  fee  the  finfulnefs  of  fin  moretjian  any- where 
elfe.  Here  God's  hatred  againft  fin  appears  moft  clearly ; 
and  at  the  fame  time  his  love  to  the  finner,  in  giving 
his  Son  to  the  death  for  his  fin:  and  this  love  melts  the 
heart,  and  breaks  and  diflblves  it  more  than  all  the 
terrors  of  the  law  or  flames  of  hell  could  do. 

2.  If  fo,  then  the  fight  hath  wrought  a  gofpel-effefl:, 
fuch  as  that  upon  Job,  chap.  xlii.  5,  6.  "  Now  mine  eye 
feeth  thee;  wherefore  I  abhor  myfelf,  and  repent  in  duft 
and  aflies."  This  fight  hath  made  you  look  upon  yourfelf 
with  abhorrence;  and  made  you  difpleafcd  with  your- 
felf, and  even  to  loath  yourfelf  before  God;  and  loath 
your  fin,  and  fee  yourfelf  more  filthy  than  the  moft 
loathfome  creature  on  earth;  yea,  than  the  blackeft  de» 
vil  in  hell:  And  you  will  alfo  find  fome  difpofition,  un- 
der a  fenfc  of  daily  defilement,  to  make  a  daily  improve- 
ment of  the  fountain  of  the  blood  of  Chrift,  for  cleanf- 
ing.    When  any  pollution  is  contrafted^  you  villi  ^xv^'^ 
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find  yourfelf  uneafy,  till  you  get  a  new  dip  ki  the  fotfii- 
tain.  If  it  be  thus  with  youj  I  think  the  Lord  haA 
1>egun  to  cleanfe  you  from  your  pollution.  But,  alasl 
the  moft  part  who  hear  me,  ly  fiink  ng  in  the  filti^ 
mire  of  the  pollution  of  fin. 

Therefore,  in  the  nl*xt  place,  pcfm?t  rtie  tb  apply  lift 
dofilrine  in  an  ufe  of  Exhortiation.    Let  me  exhort  yoti, 

I.  To  fee  and  be  convinced  of  your  iad,  finfuU  and 
polluted  Hate  and  cQndition,  Alas !  what  is  your  natural 
&aMy  man^  wonian  ?  You  that  are  unregenerate,  you 
are  lyin^  in  the  mire,  and  loving  to  wallow  like  fwine  m 
it.  A  Iheep  may  run  into  the  mire,  but  cannot  reft  ther« 
till  it  get  out :  but  the  fwine  love  to  ly  in  it^  to  wallow 
in  it,  and  feek  no  better  place  to  ftay  in.  '*  Tfa^  whole 
world  lieth  ill  wlokednfefs,''  i  John  v.  19.  Thfey  ly  in  it 
like  a  veffel  in  the  dab,  that  muft  needs  be  full;  They 
are  full  of  fin  j  never  emptying,  but  always  filling;  /ea^ 
when  the  man  thinketh  he  is  emptying  of  fin,  when  hfe 
tiiinketh  he  is  repenting  and  reforming,  theti  he  is  fill- 
ing with  it,  and  caffying  a  fulnefs  of  it. about  with  himi 
in  fo  much  that  he  is  dropping  ofi"  that  fulnefs  of  fin 
wherever  he  goes*  You  will  fay^  that  beggar  is  fo  full 
of  vermin,  th^t  he  is  dropping  his  vermin  wherever 
he  goes  -  So,  many  people  difcover  their  fulnefs  of 
finful  pollutions,  by  dropping  this  vermin  wherever 
they  gOi  if  they  come  into  good  company,  they  are 
dropping  their  vermin  there  :  if  they  come  into  bad 
company,  they  are  difFufin^  their  pernicious  pollutions 
there.  Why,  they  are  fo  full  of  pollution,  fo  full  of  fin, 
that  fometimes  it  drops  out  of  their  eyes  in  proud  looks, 
or  wanton  glances;  fometimes  it  drops  out  of  their  lipSj 
in  vain  difcourfe,  or  profane  language,  fuch  as,  fwearing, 
lying,  flandering  and  idle  words;  and  drops  out  of  their 
whole  behaviour  and  deportment.  Alas!  what  a  miferable 
cafe  and  condition  are  they  in  ?  Their  heart  is  the  foutce 
of  all  corruption;  a  nefl:  of  vermin  that  was  never  berried, 
-a  fty  that  was  never  cleanfed;  and  out  of  that  recep- 
tacle creeps  a  multitude  of  noxious  vermin  every  day, 
and  every  hour  of  the  day ;  for,  out  of  the  heart  pro- 
tfwdbth  all  the  wickednefe  ot  Vhs  b.tart  and  Ufe :  '*  Out  of 
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the  heart  proceedeth  evil  thoughts,  murders,  adulteries, 
fornications,  thefts,  fallc  witnefles,  blafphemies;  thefe  are 
the  tilings  that  defile  a  man,"  Mat.  xv.  19,  20.  Oh!  fee 
and  lament  your  fad  Hate;  and  know,  if  ever  you  dwell 
with  a  holy  Ood,  you  mud  be  wafhed,  Plal.  xxvi.  3,  4. 
If  vour  fikhinefs  remain,  the  fihhy  devil  and  you  mull 
lodge  together  in  hell  for  ever.  Therefore, 
.  2.  O  feek  to  be  wafiied:  "  Wafli  ye,  make  ye  clean/' 
Ifa.  i.  i6i  Tliis  was  an  exhortation  to  the  church  of  the 
Jews,  when  very  corrupt  and  degenerate.  In  which  ex- 
hortatiorl,  there  is  foniethlng  fuppofed,  namely,  that  the 
church  was  greatly  defiled.  Indeed,  the  church  of  God 
Is  fometinies  black  like  a  Paojan  nation  ;  yen,  blacker 
by  reafon  of  fin  againll  clearer  light,  greater  love,ftronger 
Vows,  and  contempt  -of  an  offered  Chrifh  Againj  in  thia 
exhortation  there  is  fonlething  expreffcd,  even  their  in« 
curabent  duty;  "  Walh  yS,  make  ye  clean*''  It  is  aNevv- 
Tefiament  duty  imder  anOld-Teftament  phi^afe;  But  who 
Can  cleanfe  his  heart?  Indeed,  when  God  cotnmands  ns 
to  make  a  clean  heart,  the  defigrt  is,  that  we  may  turn 
the  precept  into  a  prayer,  and  iay^  ''  Lqrd,  create  in  me 
a  clean  heart ;  wafh  me,  and  I  fliall  be  clean."  Thia 
feems  td  be  the  native  view,  and  plain  import  of  \he  text; 
"  Wafh  your  hands,  ye  f;nners ;  purify  your  hearts,  ye 
double-minded,"  faith  the  Lord,  by  the  apoftle  James. 
O  what  filthy  hands  are  there  amongft  us?  arid  miich 
more  filthy  hearts!  Heart-unbelief,  heart-hardnefs,  heart* 
enmity,  heart-ftupidity,  heart-hypocrify^. heart -atheifm, 
heart-deadnefs  and  indifpofitioh,  heart-wandisring  and 
wickednefs,  and  innumerable  fuch  plagues,  difcovcr  the 
'pollution  of  the  heart.     Do  you  nbt  need  walhing? 

There  is  a  fdurfold  water  that  God  makes  life  of  for 
this  end  ;  and  ybu  fhould  improve  thefe  waters. 

(i.)  The  water  of  affli£tion ;  *'  By  this  fliall  the  irii* 
quity  of  Jacob  be  purged.  It  was  good  for  me  that  I 
tvas  affli£led."  This  water,  indeed,  waflies  not  of  itfelf^ 
but  only  as  a  mean  in  God's  hand^  when  he  bleffes  it ; 
this  water,  wafhes  fubferviently,  as  the  faw  hath  a  fob- 
ferviency  to  ciit  the  timber,  when  in  the  workman's 
hand;  Therefore,  improve  di^penfations  of  providence; 
arid  cry,.  "  Lord,  let  not  this  affli£lion  ^afa  v<vd\Ci\\^ 
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*'  fome  efficacy  upon  my  foul,  to  wafli  and  cleanfe  me 
••  from  my  fin/' 
(2.)  The  water  of  the  word,  the  waters  of  the  fanftu- 
'ary;  thefe  are  healing,  medicinal,  and  clean'fing  waters: 
*'  Now  are  ye  clean^  thro'  the  word  that  I  have  fpoken 
•unto  you.  .  Sanftify  them  through  thy  truth,  thy  word  is 
truth."     This  water  waflies  inflruracintally;  not  By  an 
intrinfic  virtue  of  its  own,  but  by  the  power  of  God  ac- 
companying it.     Therefore,   when  you  hear  the  word, 
cry  for  power  to  attend  it  for  wafliing  you.     The  word 
diibovers  the  fpot  of  fin,   James  i.  23,  24.     The  word 
propofes  the  rule  of  holinel's,  and  the  molt  noble  pattern 
of  purity;  *'  Wherewith  fliali  a  young  man  cleanfe  his 
way  ?  By  taking  heed  thereto,  according  to  thy  word,'* 
Piali  cxix.  9.     The  word  hid  in  the  heart,  is  like  a  fir^, 
to  burn  and  confunie  the  drofs  of  fin.     The  word  holds 
forth  the  grace  of  God,  and  the  love  of  Cbrift-,  which 
conilrains  to  purity;  "Having  thefe  promifes,  dearly 
beloved,  let  us  cleanfe  curfelves  from  all  filthinefs." 
-    (3.)  The  water  of  the  Spirit's  faving  influences  ;  this 
Water  wafhes  efficiently.     It  is  only  through  the  Spirit^ 
that  we  mortify  the  deeds  of  the  body.     O  Sirs,  employ 
the  Holy  Gholl  to  wafh,  to  cleanfe,  to  purify,  regener- 
ate, and  fanctify  you :  we  are  faid  to  be  walhed,  juftified 
and  fanftified  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  by  the 
Spirit  of  our  God.    It  is  the  work  of  the  Spirit  to  cleanfe 
and  purify;    it  is    his  function,   it  is  his  office,   and  he 
loves  to  be  employed. 

(4.)  Tiiere  is  the  crimfon  water  of  the  Redeem- 
er's blood ;  and  this  water  wafhes  meritorioufly  :  this 
is  the  fountain  opened  to  the  houfe  of  David,  and  in-' 
habitants  bf  Jerufalem,  for  fin  and  for  uncleannefs, 
Zech.  xiii.  i'.  The  blood  of  the  Lamb  is  a  foun- 
tain; it  is  not  a  rivulet,  but  a  fountain,  gufiiing  out 
with  freedom ;  it  is  not  a  fountain  fealed,  but  a  foun- 
tain open ;  every  man,  everyVoman  is 'welcome  to  wafh 
and  purify  themfelves  at  it;  welcome  to  bathe  in  it,  till 
they  be  whiter  than  the  fnow :  It  is  open,  not  only  to  the 
houfe  of  David,  the  royal  family;  but  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Jerufalem  ;  to  the  pooreft  and  meanefl:  of  the  vifible 
church.     This  is  the  tWer  that  makes  glad,  becaufe  it 
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hiakes  clean,  the  city  of  God.  O  Sirs,  run  to  this  blood 
of  the  Lamb;  waih  there  every  day.  There  is  an  origi- 
nal waftliiig-in  the-day  of  converfion;  this  is  the  initial 
waftiing  that  many  heaYing  me  fland  in  need  of:  O  but 
you  Hand  in  need  to  be  plunged  well  then,  in  a  day  of 
power,  that  the  filthy  nature  may  be  waflied  and  chang- 
ed. There  is  alfo  a  progreilive  daily-wafliing,  from  the 
daily-pollutions  that  are  contradled ;  and  this  wafliing 
the  godly  themfelves  daily  need  :  though  they  need  not 
to  be  regenerated  again,  or  a  new  regeneration  of  their 
nature;  yet  they  heed  always  a  new  converfion  and 
wafhing  of  their  heart  and  way  :  hence  Chrift  faith  to 
Peter,  John  xiii.  16.  "  lie  that  is  waflied,  needeth  not 
favc  to  wafh  his  feet."  Sins  contradled,  by  daily-un- 
watchfulnefs,  put  the  people  of  God  under  a  neceflity  of 
daily-wafliing,  though  not  a  w-afliing  of  the  whole  per- 
fon;  for  that  is  done  in  regeneration,,  wherein  the  Hate 
is  changed :  ''  He  that  is  waflaed,  needeth  not  fiive  to 
wafli  his  feet;"  the  feet  of  his  afieftions,  the  feet  of 
his  converfution,  the  Heps  of  his  daily  walk.'  But  there 
are  multitudes  that  were  never  waflied  at  all;  they  mull 
wafli  head,  and  heart,  and  all ;  their  nature  and  Hate 
need  wafliing,  as  well  as  their  heart  and  life.. 

In  a  word,  employ  the  Lord  jefus  to  do  all  the  work, 
who  faid  in  that  context,  *'  If  I  wafli  thee  not,  thou  haft 
no  part  in  me."  Know  you  cannot  wafli  yourfelves  by 
any  of  thefe  means,  unlefs  he  put  to  his  hand,  and  do 
the  whole  work  :  put  your  polluted  fouls  itito  his  hand^ 
faying,  'vLord,  wafti  me ;  apply  thy  cleanfing  blood  by 
*'  the  power  of  the  eternal  Spirits" 
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SERMON    IX. 

P  R  O  \r.    XXX.    12. 

^ere  is  a  generation  that  are  pure  in  their  o^n  eyes^  and  yet 
is  not  Huajhedfrom  their  Jiltbinefs. 

[The  Second  Sermon  6n  this  Text.] 


IT  contributes  much  to  fet  forth  the  excellency  of  the 
fcripture,  as  being  indeed  the  word  of  the  infinitely 
wife  God,  that  it  points  out  the  lively  picture  of  people, 
in  :M  times,  and*  ages,  and  generations ;  infomuch 
that  the  fcriptural  account  of  people  are  never  out  of 
'date*  It  were  well  if  the  world  were  mended,  fmce  the 
Spirit  of  God  dictated  this  fentence,  fo  many  thoufand 
years  ago:  nay,  but  I  think  it  is  as  applicable  to  the  pre- 
sent generation,  as  if  it  had  never  concerned  any  oth^r. 
Try  it  when  you  wil),  Sirs,  either  with  refpedl  to  your- 
felves  or  the  generality  of  people  round  about  you,  and 
you  will  find  it  to  be  the  very  image  and  pidure  of  the 
day.  As  face  anfwering  face  in  a  glafs;  fo,  in  the 
looking  glafs  of  this  text,  you  may  fee  your  own  face, 
man,  woman ;  and  the  face  of  a  multitude  in  our  day. 
Was  there  ever  more  filthinefs  and  impurity  of  tjiought, 
word,  and  aftion  ;  of  heart,  fpeech,  and  behaviour.; 
and  yet  in  what  a  proud,  felf-conceited,  felf-jullifying 
deltifion  and  dream  are  many  into;  as  if  they  were  pure, 
good,  .  civil,  fober,  honeft,  and  righteous  enough. 
Well  may  it  be  faid,  *'  There  is  a  generation  that  are 
pure  in  their  own  eyes;  and  yet  is  not  waflied  from  their 
filthinefs." 

Having,  in  the  preceding  difcourfe,  opened  up  and 
applied  the  firft  doftrinal  obfervation  we  laid  down 
from  the  words,  w^  (hall .  now  proceed  to  the  fecond 
dodrine. 

ObS£R» 
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Obser.  IL  That  purity  is  an  excellent  thing,  and  of 
abfolute  neccffity  to  denominate  a  true  faint,  a  true 
Chriflian. 

In  the  handling  of  this  propofition,  we  propofe,  thro* 
divine  aid,  to  obferve  the  following  method  and  order, 

I.  Touch  a  little  at  the  nature  of  this  purity, 

II.  Mention  fome  of  the  qualiiics  of  it. 

III.  Enquire  into  the  neccffity  thereof. 

IV.  Point  out  the  excellency  of  this  purity. 

V.  Make  application  of  the  fubjeft. 

I.  We  fliall  return  to  the  firil  of  thefe,  viz.  To  touch 
Z  little  at  the  nature  of  this  parity.  And  what  we  in- 
tend  to  offer  upon  this  head,  may  be  comprifed  in  thefe 
two«things.  I.  The  removal  of  the  filthinefs.  2.  The 
conferring  of  cleannefs. 

ift,  Tais  purity  lies  in  the  removal  of  the  filthinefa 
that  the  text  fpeaks  of.  The  man  that  is  puranis  walli- 
ed  from  his  filthinefs  in  the  blood  of  Chrift.  And  there 
is  a  threefold  filthinefs  that  is  waflied  away. 

I.  The  filthinefs  of  our  nature.  We  are  naturally  un- 
clean and  defiled  ;  for.  That  which  is  born  of  the  flefli  is 
flefh,.John  iii.  6.  And,  who  can  bring  a  clean  thing  out 
of  an  unclean?  Now  it  is  tbo  purifying  grace  of  God  in 
Chriftj  that  only  can  remove  this  defilement  of  our  na-' 
ture;  '*  Such  were  fome  of  you;  but  ye  are  waihed,  but 
ye  are  fs^udified,  but  yeare  juftified,  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord  Jefus,  and  by  the  Spirit  of  our  God,"  1  Cor.  vi.  11^ 
He  faveth  by  the  wallxing  of  regeneration^  and  renewing 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  Tit.  iii.  3^^,  4,  5..  Now,  how  far 
original  pollution  is  removed,  inthofc  whom  the  Lord 
purifies,  .we  need  not  difpute :.  it  is  certain-^  the  foul  is. 
made  fair\and  beautiful  in  the  fight  of  God;;  though  the 
fin  that  doth  defile,  remain;,  yet  its  habitual  defilement 
is  taken  aWay,  when  the  perfon  is  purified.^ 
.  2.  The  filthinefs  of  our  perfon,  in  a£lual  tranrgreffi- 
on,  is  taken  away  in  this,  work  of  fanftification  and  pu- 
rification. There  is  a  defilement  attending  every  adual 
fin:  Now,  it  is  the  blood  of  Chrift  that  cleanfeth  from 
^l  ftn,.     Befides  the  defilement  of  the  nature,  which  he 

Y  j;"  .         V^S5^ 
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purges,  Tit.  i.  15.  he  takes  away  the  defilement  of  our 
perfons,  by  actual  follies;  for,  *'  By  one  offering  he  per^ 
fedled  for  ever  them  that  are  fanftified,"  Hcb.  x,  14. 

3.  The  filthinefs  and  defilement  of  our  duties  is  alfo 
taken  away,  in  this  work  of  purification.  There  is  2^ 
defilement  arifes  from  our  duties ;  unbelief  and  forma- 
lity drop  in  into  our  befl  duties  ;  we  may  be  afharaed 
pf  our  choiceft  performances.  God  hath  promifed, 
concerning  the  good  works  of  the  faints,  that  their 
works  fhall  follow  them,  Rev.  xiv.  13.  Truly,  if  they 
were  to  be  meafured  by  the  rule,  as  they  come  from  us» 
it  might  be  well  for  the  faints,  that  they  might  he  burir 
ed  for  ever  :  but  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  as  their  Highr 
prieit,  bears  the  inicjiiities,  the  guilt,  and  provocation 
which,  in  ftri£t  and  fevere  jultice,  doth  attend  them, 
Expd.  xxviii.  38.  He  bears  the  iniquities  of  our  rtoly 
things ;  and  not  only  fo,  but  wafhes  away  all  filth  and 
defilement ;  and  add§  fweet  incenfe,  that  they  may  be 
accepted*  Whatever  is  of  the  Spirit,  of  himfelf,  of 
grace,  that  remains  :  but  whatever  is  of  flefli,  felf,  and 
unbelief,  that  is  hay  and  ftubble,  and  that  he  confumes 
and  takes  away  :  inlbmuch,  that  the  good  works  of  the 
believer .  fhall  meet  him  one  day  with  fuch  changed 
countenance,  that  he  Ihall  not  know  them  ;  that  which 
feemed  black,  deformed,  and  defiled,  fhall  appear  beau- 
tiful and  glorious  ;  they  fliall  not  be  afraid  of  them,  but 
rejoice  to  lee  them  follow  them. 

This  cleanfing  of  the  man's  nature,  perfan,  and  du- 
ties, from'all  defilement,  is  owing  to  the  death  of  Ghrifl 
meritorioufly,  to  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  efficient- 
ly :  he  is  that  pure  water  wherewith  we  are  fprinkled 
from  all  our  fins;  that  Spirit  of  judgment  and  burning, 
that  takes  away  the  fihh  of  the  daughters  of  Zion,  ancj' 
purges  the  blood  of  Jerufalem  from  the  midit  of  her, 
Ifa.  vi.  4.     But  then, 

2dly,  This  purity  lies  not  only  in  the  removal  of  this 
:{ilthinefs  and  defilement ;  but  in  the  conferring  of  clean- 
nefs.     And  this  is  alfo  in  a  threefold  gradation. 

I.  When  God  purifies  a  perfon,  he  gives  the  Spirit 

of  purity  and  holinefs  to  dwell  in  the  man  ;  our  renew-. 

ipg  is  of  the  Holy  Glaoft.^  \^Uo  \^  (bed  on  us  abundantly 
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through  Ghrift,  Tit.  ill.  6.  The  principal  thing  in  fane* 
tification  and  purification  *  is  the  indn^elling  of  the  puri- 
fying Spirit ;  and  our  following  after  the  guidance 
thereof.  Tlie  Spirit  is  the  well  within,  the  fountain  of 
purity :  ''  I  will  put  my  Spirit  within  you  ;  and  caufe  yoii 
to  walk  in  my  ftatutes,"  Ezek.  xxxvi.  26.  No  pure 
and  holy  (lep,  till  once  this  pure  and  holy  Spirit  be  put 
within  men., 

2.  He  gives  habitual  grace;  the  principle  of  grace 
oppofue  to  the  principle  of  fm  that  is  in  our  nature ; 
this  is  that  incorruptible  feed  that  dwells  in  the  man  whonr 
the  Lord  purifies.  This  grace,  according  to  the  diftinS: 
faculties  of  the  foul  where  it  is,  or  the  dilliud  objedl 
about  which  it  is  exercifed,  receives  various  names  and 
appellations,  though  all  be  but  one  new  principle  of  life: 
in  the  underftanding  it  is  light ;  in  the  will,  it  is  obe- 
dience; in  the  affections,  it  is  love;  and  in  all,  it  is 
feith:  but  dill  one  and  the  fame  habit  of  g»ace. 

3.  He  gives  actual  influences,  for  the  performance  o£ 
every   fpiritual  duty;    for,  though   a  man  be  purified 
in  both  tlie  former  refpefts,  by  having,  the  Spirit  dwel- 
ling  in  him,  and  a  principle  and  habit  of  grace  infufed  ; 
yet,  even  to  fuch  as  have  both  thefe,   Ghrill  faith,   that 
without  him  they  can  do  nothing ;  that  is,  without  lie w" 
influences   of  grace,    new  fupplies,    and  motions,  and: 
operations  of  the  Spirit.     They  cannot  live  and  fpend 
upon  the  old  flock ;   for  every  new  adl  they  muft  have 
a  new  inflaeace  ;  and  the  Spirit  that  dvvells  in  the  man,* 
muft  work  in  him.     Aiid  as  he  hath  implanted  grace, 

.fo  He  mull  draw  forth  grace  into.exercife;  and  work  in- 
us  both  to  will  and  to  do,  Phil.  ii.  13. — »Thus  you  have 
fomewhat    of  the    nature   of  this    purity;    it   confills  ,  . 
in  the  removal  of  ^Ithinefs,  and  conferring  of. cleanv 
nefs,.  . 

n.  As  to  the  q^ualities  of  this  purity,  Ifliall  exprefs; . 
them  both  negatively  and  poficively  at^nce.  •  And,       j   . 

1 J  It  is  not  a  natural,  but  a  fupernaturiland  fpirituab 
purity^  The  power  of  naturaLconfcietiae,,.may;taigage 
a  man  tado  many  things,  as  Herod,  wiiile  yet  he  is  a 
ilunger  to  gofpel-purity,  which  is  fupernatural ;  for  it 

Y  4,  '  \^ 
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is  from  above  ;  the  man  that  is  purified,  is  born  of  the 
Spirit,  and  born  from  above;  fie  is  God's  workmanfliip, 
created  in  Chrift  Jefus,  unto  good  works.  It  is  the  Spi- 
rit of  God  that  garnilhes  the  foul  with  thcfe  fpiritual 
embroideries ;  they  are  fruits  of  the  Spirit.  Thefe  that 
are  no  purer  than  when  they  were  bom,  or  than  they 
are  by  nature,  have  no  purity  at  ^il\  they  are  not  waihr 
ed  from  their  filthinefs. 

1,  It  is  not  an  hypocritical,  but  a  real  unfeigned  purity. 
Many  hypocrites  there  are,  that  draw  near  to  God  with 
their  mouth,  and  honour  him  with  the  lip;  but  their  hearts 
are  far  removed  from  him.  Their  hearts  are  not  right 
with  God.  The  faint  is  faid  to  have  his  heart  found  in 
God's  ftatutes  ;  and  tp  have  truth  in  the  inward  parts  \ 
and  a  fpirit  without -guile,  in  oppofuion  both  to  grofs  and 
clofs  h}  pocrify.  The  grofs  hypocrite  is  one  that  knows 
he  is  juggling  with  God  and  religion;  furely  there  is  no 
purity  tliere.  The  clofe  hypocrite  is  dcceiyin^  himfelfj^ 
imd  is  not  aware  of  it- 

But  here  a  queftion  inay  arife,  May  one  be  a  hypocrite 
and  not  know  it  ? 

To  which  we  may  reply,  No  doubt  of  it ;  for  many 
are  playing  the  hypocrite,  when  they  think  they  are  ve- 
ry devout  perfons;  their  hearts  are  divided;  not  upr 
right,  but  complex  :  and  they  have  a  complex  portion; 
God  and  the  creature  make  up  a  portion  to  thern. 
The  hypocrite  gives  God  a  part  of  his  heart,  and  the 
creature  a  part  of  his  heart;  he  gives  heaven  and  duties 
a  part  of  his  heart  and  time  \  and  he  gives  hell  and 
idols  another  part  of  his  heart  and  time.  The  worfl:ip 
of  God,  that  gratifies  his  confcience  ;  the  way  of  fin, 
that  gratifies  his  afFeftions ;  and  betv.een  the  two  he  is^ 
pleafcd.  God  alone  doth  not  faiisfy  him  ;  the  creature 
alone  doth  not  fatisfy  him  ;  but  he  runs  between  the 
two.  But  the  cloven  foot  is  a  mark  of  the  devil ;  the 
heart  is  divided.  But  the  pure,  the  upright  man,  is 
one  who  dares  not  regard  iniquity  in  his  h^drt,  and  wha 
takes  a  God  in  Chrift  alope  for  all  his  portion  and  hap- 
pinefs ;  that  fatisfies  all  the  vatt  defires  of  his  foul ;  and, 
^*.  To  whom  ihall  I  go?  faith  be,  Thou  haft  tke  words 
:^  '  of 
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pf  eternal  life.'*     God  is  the  centre  of  the  fouPs  reft ; 
^*  Return  to  thy  reft,  O  my  foul,"  Pfal.  cxvi.  7. 

3.  It  is  not  a  fpeculative,  but  an  operative  purity. 
Some  have  all  their  religion  in  their  head,  but  nothing 
in  their  heart  and  life:  all  the  Itnowledge  they  are 
mafter.of  hath  no  influence  upon  the  fanftificatipn  of 
either.  Many  people  are  like  rickety  children,  their 
heads  are  fwelled,  but  their  backs  are  narrow  apd  con- 
traded;  fo  they  have  heads  full  of  light,  but  ihey  are 
prapty  of  piety  and  purity;  "  They  profefs  that  they 
know  God^  but  in  works  they  deny  him."  Indeed,  if 
they  had  a  true  knowledge  of  God,  it  would  lead  to 
true  fandlity ;  but  they  are  the  liker  the  devil,  who  hath 
much  knowledge,  but  no  purity.  People  may  be  like 
the  toad,  who  hath  a  precious  ftone  in  his  head,  but  his 
b^lly  is  full  of  poifon  :  they  may  have  a  head  full  of 
notional  knowledge ;  but  they  have  an  heart  full  of  un- 
ftiortified  enmit3\ 

4.  It  is  not  a  common,  but  a  fpecial  purity.  People 
liiay  have  common  influences  of  the  Spirit  of  God ;  not 
only  may  their  underftandings  be  much  enlightened, 
like  thofc,  Heb.  vi.  4.;  but  their  will  may  be  renewed, 
toward  many  good  purpofes  and  refolutions,  like  Agrip- 
pa,  almoft  perfuaded  to  he  faints:  their  affcftions  may 
be  feveral  ways  touched.  There  aire  common  gifts 
and  graces  of  the  Spirit,  that  may  both  warm  the  af* 
fe£|:ion,  and  fmooth  the  converfation ;  while  yet  the 
heart  is  not  wafhed  from  its  fiithinefs,  in  the  manner 
that  I  have  defcribed. 

5.  It  is  not  a  fuperftitioqs,  but  a  fcriptural  and  regular 
purity;  Many  worfhip  God  vainly,  while  they  worlhip 
fiim  fuperflitioufly ;  in  a  manner  not  required  in  his 
word:  fuch  are  all  thefe  forms  of  worfliip,  and  of  divine 
fervice,  in  thofe  churches  that  are  over-run  with  human 
inventions,  and  unfcriptural  ceremonies:  "  In  vain  do 
they  worlhip  me;  teaching  for  doftrines  t!he  command- 
ments of  men.^'  The  word  of  God  is  the  ftandard  of 
true  piety  and  purity:  *'  As  many  as  walk  according  to 
this  rule,  peace  be  on  them,"  faith  the  apoftle,  "  and  on 
the  Ifrael  of  God.  To  the  law. and  to  the  teftimony; 
il  they  foeak  not  according  to  this,  it  is  becaufe  there  ia 
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no  light  in  them."  No  man  can  do  any  thing  in  faith^ 
unlefs  he  can  fay,  "  So  it  is  written;'*  or  hath  a  ^'  Thus 
faith  the  Lord,"  to  warrant  it:  and  whatsoever  is  not 
thus  of  faith,  is  fin.  This  purity  is  fcriptural,  both- with' 
refpefl  to  the  law  and  the  gofpel ;  the  law  is  the  rule  of 
purity,  and  the  gofpel*  is'the  inllrument,  even  the  word 
of  grace:  '^  Now  are  ye  clean,  through  the  word  that  I 
have  fpoken  unto  you,  Sanftify  theni  through  thy  truth, 
thy  word  is  truth," 

6.  It  is  not  a  partial,  but  an  extenfive,  univerfal 
purity.  It  is  not  a  part  of.  the  man,  that  is  waihed  froru 
filthinefs,  but  the  whole  man;  the  whole  man  is  renewed 
after  the  image  of  God.  "  If  any  man  he  in  Ghrill,  he  is 

.  a  new  creature;  old  things  are  pad  away;  behold,  all 
things  are  become  new.**  There  is  a  new  ftate,  a  new 
difpofition:  there  is  a  new  light  in  the  under ftanding ;  the 
light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God :  a  new  liberty 
in  the  will ;  being  made  willing  in  the  day  of  God's  power ; 
a  new  order  in  the  affections;  they  being  fet  upon  things 
above:  a  new  peace  in  the  confcience ;  apeace  that  paffeth 
all  natural  underflanding:  a  new  lultre  in  the  whole  con- 
verfation;  it  being  a  conyerfation  becoming  the  gofpel: 
a  new  trade  of  communion  with  God,  and  intercourfe  with 
heaven :  a  new  war  againft  the  devil,  the  world,  arid  the 
flefli:  ''  All  things  are  become  new."  Think  not  you 
are  holy  enough;  when  free  from  the  outward  pollutions, 
of  the  world.  New  defines  and  new  delights  muft  be  In- 
laid and  implanted  in -the  foul:  new  faith,  in  oppofilion 
to  the  old  dead  faith ;  new  hope,  in  oppofition-  to  the 
old  natural  hope ;  new  repentance,  in  oppofition  to  the 
old-covenant  repentance  ;  a  new  obedience,  in  oppofuipix 
to  the  old-covcnant  obedience.     And  fo, 

7.  It  is  not  a  legal,  but  an  evangelical  purity.  Legal- 
purity  is  built  upon  the  ground  of  perfonal  righteoufnefs 
and  inherent  ftrength,  like  Adam's  in  a  ftate  of  inno- 
cency  ;  but  evangelical  purity  is  built  upon  the  ground 
of  Chrift's  righteoufnefs  and  ftrength,  Ifa.  xlv.  24.  The 
man  that  is  evangelically  purified,  faith,  "  Surely  in  the 
Lord  only  have  I  righteoufnefs  and  ftrength."  Gofpel-. 
purity  a6ls  upon  the  divine  ftrength  of  Ghrift,  for  being 
to  itfelf;  and  for  all  its  afliftance  :   and  it  ads  upon  th^ 

^iivinoi 
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divine  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  for  acceptation  to  itfelf, 
and  for  all  its  acceptance. — Legal-parity  a£ts  by  com* 
puHion  and  conftraint,  from  fear  of  hell,  and  the  like  : 
but  gofpeUpurity  afls  freely,  and  from  love,  *  Legal- 
purity  levels  at  felf,  and  the  magnifying  thereof:  gofpel- 
purity  levels  at  fiee-grace,  and  the  praife  and  glory 
thereof. — Legal-purity  is  mercenary,  expelling  God  will 
make  out  his  part,  becaufe  the  pure  creature  thinks  he 
has  done  his  endeavour,  to  perform  his  condition  on  hh 
part;  and  fo  imagines  he  has  a  right  founded  upon  his 
purity  and  holinefs :  but  gofpel-puriiy  is  humble,  an4 
takes  all  things  freely;  not  in  a  conditional  way,  but  in 
an  abfolute  manner,  with  rel'pcA  to  him;  and  expcdling- 
all  things  promifed  in  the  covenant,  only  upon  th^ 
condition  performed  by  Chrill,  his  obedience  to  the 
death. 

8.  It  Is  not  an  evanifliing,  but  a  permanent  purity; 
All  the  religion  that  many  have  is  evanilhing  and  fuper- 
ficial;  it  comes  and  goes  like  a  flafli  of  lightening.  True 
purity  is  permanent  and  conflant;  it  continues  and  grows; 
for,  "  He  that  hath  clean  hands  fliall  wax  flronger  and 
flronger."  The  righteous  holdeth  on  his  way,  like  a 
vefTel  failing  toward  fuch  a  port,,  though  it  meet  with 
many  blafts  to  drive  it  hither  and  thither,  and  fometimes 
very  far  back ;  yet  it  goes  on  again,  and  makes  out  the 
harbour  defigned :  fo,  though  the  believer  may  meet  wiih 
blails  of  temptation  and  corruption,  that  may  fet  him  far 
back;  yet  he  holds  on  his  way.  A  God  in  Cbrift  is  the 
centre  of  reft,  to  which  he  moves;  yea,  he  hath  taken  up 
his  reft  in  him,  and  there  he  refolves  to  ftay  for  ever : 
he  hath  cliofen  a  God  in  Chrift  for  l.is  portion,  and  he  is 
determined  to  abide  by  his  choice;  "  Whom  have  I  in 
heaven  but  thee  ?  And  there  is  none  in  all  the  earth  that 
I  defire  befides  thee,"  Pfal.  Ixxiii.  25.  As  if  he  had  faid^ 
I  have  been  ranging  and  ranf^cking  heaven,  and  looking- 
to  all  the  angels  there ;  I  have  been  traverfing  earth, 
and  viewing  all  the  children  of  men  ;  but  there  is  none 
worthy  of  my  choice  but  thee  alone;  "  Whom  have  I  in 
heaven  but  thee?  And  there  is  none  in  all  the  earth  that  I 
defire  befides  thee."  Here  is  a  charaderiftic  and  diftin- 
guifhing  quality  of  a  pure  and  upright  man.     A  hypo- 
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crite  can  go  to  a  preaching  and  a  prayer;  but  he  can 
never  fay,  Now,  I  could  live  and  die  in  this  work;  no, 
no:  the  .man  niuft  be  back  to  the  world  again,  back  to 
his  idols  again :  there  is  fomething  in  the  earith  that  is 
more  his  portion  than  God;  fo  his  religion  is  yanifhing. 
But, 

III,  It  is  proper, now  to  fpeak  a  word  of  the  neceflity 
of  this  purity.  Here  I  would  effay  two  things  :— - 
J.  Shew  that  it  is  neceffary,  2.  Enquiry  for  what  it  is 
neceffary* 

I  ft,  We  are  to  fliew  that  purity  iq  neceffar)^,  This 
will  appear  clear,  if  you  confider  thefe  things  follow- 
ing- 

1.  That  purity  is  neceffary,  will  appear  from  all  the 
typical  works  under  the  law;  the  legal  walhings  and 
purifyings.  What  meant  the  great  fea  of  brafs  that  was 
appointed  for  the  high  priefts  to  wafli  in,  before  they 
made  their  addreffes  to  the  throne,  before  they  compaf? 
fed  the  allar?  What  needed  all  the  walhings  of  the 
people  and  of  the  facrifices  ?  Certainly,  if  we  look  not 
to  the  fpirituality  of  it,  but  only  to  the  letter,  they  feem 
a  piece  of  pageantry,  unworthy  of  the  divine  Spirit  to. 
Concern  himfelf  in  thefe  outward  wafliings:  but  having 
a  further  view,  they  point  at  a  gofpel,  fpiritual  waflung 
and  purification. 

2.  The  neceflity  of  it  is  evident  from  the  facramental 
wafhing  in  the  New  Teftament.  What  means  the  facra- 
ment  of  baptifm  ?  Doth  it  not  fpeak  forth  the  neceflity 
of  our  wafhing  ?  Who  no  fooner  enter  on  the  threfliolJ 
of  life,  than  there  is  the  laver  of  regeneration  prefentect 
for  wafhing  and  purification, 

3.  The  neceflity  of  it  is  evident  from  all  the  com- 
mands of  the  law.  Every  command  hath  a  voice  >  and 
,the  general  voice  and  cry  of  all  is,  '*  Wafti  ye,  make 
ye  clean,"  Ifa.  i.  16.  *^  The  end  of  the  commandment 
is  love,  out  of  a  pure  heart,''  i  Tim.  i.  5. 

4.  The  neceflity  of  it  is  evident  fronj  the  promifes  of 
the  gofpel.  The  great  promife  of  the  new  covenant  is, 
*'  I  will  fprinkle  them  with  clean  water,  and  they  fhall 
be  clean;  from  all  your  filthinefs,  and  from  all  your 
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idols  I  will  cleanfe  you/'  Ezek.  xxxvi.  25.  Thefe  pro- 
mifes  were  needlefs,  if  purity  was  not  neceffary :  and  we 
ought  to  make  ufe  of  thefe  promifes,  and  plead  them, 

5.  In  a  word,  It  was  the  end  of  Chrill's  coming  into 
the  world,  that  he  might  redeem  from  all  iniquity,  and 
purify  unto  himfelf  a  peculiar  people. — It  was  the  defiga 
of  his  abode  in  it,  that  he  might  leave  us  an  example, 
fet  before  us  a. pattern  of  holinefs,  that  we  might  follow 
his  (leps,  and  be  holy  as  he  is  holy. — It  was  the  inten* 
tion  of  his  death,  and  the  Ihedding  of  his  blood;  for  he 
fufFered  without  the  gate,  that  he  might  fandify  the  peo- 
ple, and  that  his  blood  might  be  a  laver  for  walhing 
away  all  their  filthinefs  and  impurity,  and  a  fountain  for 
walhing  away  all  fm  and  uncleanneis,  becaufe  his  blood 
cleanfes  from  all  fin. — Ghrift  prayed  for  this  bleffing  to 
us;  "  Sanftify  them  through  the  truth," — He  fent  the 
Spirit  for  this  end,  that  he  might  convince  of  fin,  caufe 
us  to  walk  in  his  ftatutes,  and  apply  his  blood  for.  puri- 
fying our  confciences  from  dead  works.- — Thus  we  fee 
that  purity  is  neceffary. 

2dly,  We  proceed  now  to  confider,  for  what  it  is 
neceffary.  Araongll  others  it  is  neceffary  for  thefe 
things  following. 

1.  It  is  neceffary  to  evidence  our  juflificatlon  and 
pardon.  Why,  if  you  be  not  purified,  you  are  not  par- 
doned; for,  the  pardoned  man  is  a  purified  man.  Whca 
God  reveals  the  guilt  of  fm,  he  deilroys,  in  fome  raea- 
fure,  the  ftrength  of  fin;  Rom.  viii.  i.  **  There  is  no 
condemnation  to  them  that  are  inChriflJefus;''  i.  e.  They 
are  juflified.  Well,  how  do  they  evidence  that  ?  They 
walk  not  after  the  flefli,  but  after  the  Spirit. 

2.  It  is  neceffary  to  clear  up  our  evidences  for  Heaven* 
—It  is  neceffary  to  clear  your  adoption;  *'  Touch  not  the 
unclean  thing,  faith  the  Lord;  and  I  will  receive  you.  I  will 
be  a  Father  to  you,  and  you  fliall  be  my  fons  and  daugh- 
ters," 2 Cor.  vi.  17,  r8.  The  meaning  is,  in  a  word;  thig 
purity  ihall  be  an  evidenccof  my  paternal  relation  to  you; 
and  hereby  your  adoption  into  my  family  will  be  cleared 
up;  for,  if  you  be  of  God's  family,  you  will,  thro' grace, 
ftudy  purity.— pit  is  neceffary  to  your  union  with  him;  I  do 
not  mean  that  the  foul  muft  firil  be  purified)  before  it  be 
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utiited  to  Chrift;  as  if  none  were  to  come  to  Chrift, 
till  they  firll  make  themfelves  pure  :  nay,  that  is  crofs 
to  the  very  fcope  of  the  gofpelj  which  calls  polluted 
fiiiners  to  come  to  him,  that  they  may  be  waflied  by  him. 
But  I  fay,  it  is  necefTary  to  union,  in  regard  that,  in 
uniting  a  foul  to  himfelf,  he  purifies  that  foul ;  and 
there  cannot  be  an  uiiion  between  Chrift  and  the  foul 
otherwife;  *'  Of  him  ar^  ye  in  ChrJft  Jefus,  who  of  God 
is  made  to  us  fanfilificatiotij''  i  Cor.  i.  3d.  If  Chrift 
come  intd  the  foulj  he  comes  in  fandlifying  and  purifying 
the  foul ;  for  he  cannot  unite  with  impurity;  light  can- 
not unite  with  darknefs,  neither  life  match  with  death; 
Can  Heaven  mingle  with  hell,  or  flefli  with  fpirit?  No; 
•there  is  no  union,  but  in  this  purifying  Spirit  to  come  in. 
It  is  neceflary  to  our  cotlimunion  with  God.  As  I  faid 
of  union,  fo  I  fay  of  communion  }  when  God  vouch- 
fafes  to  bring  a  perfon  to  communion  with  himfelf,  he 
purifies  that  perfon;  for,  what  communion  hath  light 
•^ith  darknefs  ?  And  the  liiore  that  a  perfon  is  purified^ 
the  more  communion  with  God ;  **  If  a  man  love  me, 
and  keep  my  words,  illy  Father  will  love  him ;  and  we 
will  come  unto  him,  and  take  up  our  abode  with  him," 
John  xiv.  23.  And,  "  He  that  hath  my  commandments, 
and  keepeth  them,  he  it  is  that  Ibveth  me;  and  he  that 
loveth  me,  ftiall  be  loved  of  my  Father,  and  I  will  love 
bim,  and  will  manifeft  myfelf  to  him,*'  John  xiv.  21. 

3.  It  is  neceflary  to  the  acceptablenefs  of  our  fervices 
unto  God,  As  in  juttification  the  believer  is  made  ac- 
cepted; fo  in  fan£lification  he  is  made  acceptable.  I  di- 
flinguifti  between  acceptance  and  acceptablenefs:  We  are 
accepted  only  in  the  beloved;  but  thofe  that  are  loved  of 
him,  and  accepted,  they  are  alfo  made  lovely  and  accept- 
able. Juftification  and  pardon  makes  a  man  loved  arrd 
accepted;  but  fanftification  and  purity  maketh  him  love- 
ly and  acceptable.  The  greateft  performances,  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  moft  exprefs  commands,  are  loft;  they  are 
unacceptable  and  abominable,  in  the  fight  of  God,  with^ 
out  purity  ;Ifa.lxvi.  3.  '^  He  that  killeth  an  ox,  as  if  he 
flew  a  man ;  he  that  facrificeth  a  lamb,  as  if  he  cut  oflF 
a  dog's  neck ;  he  that  ofFereth  an  oblation,  as  if  he  offered 
fwines  blood  J  he  that  burneth  incenfe,  asifheblefiedan 

idol; 
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idol ;  yea,  they  have  chofen  their  own  ways,  and  their 
foul  delighteth  in  their  abominations."  All  duties,  all 
adlions;  natural  aftions,  civil  aftions,  religious  aftions^ 
they  are  all  abominable  to  hwn,  without  this  purity. 

4.  It  is  neceflary  to  accefs  to  God  ;  *'  I  will  wafli 
mine  hands  in  innocence,  and  fo  will  compafs  thine  altar, 
Pfal.  xxvi.  6.  Who  fliall  afcend  into  the  hill  of  the  Lord  ? 
Who  (liall  Hand  in  his  holy  place?  He  that  hath  clean 
hands  and  a  pure  heart,''  &.c,  PfaL  xxiv.  3,4.  It  is  ne- 
ceffary  to  accefs;  not  as  the  ground  of  accefs  to  God; 
but  as  the  qualification  of  the  perfon  that  fliall  have  ac- 
cefs. The  legal  dream  of  the  natural  biafs  of  the  heart, 
makes  it  neceflary  ftill  to  diftinguifli  matters,  well  upon 
this  fubjeft.  The  only  ground  of  accefs  is  the  blood  of 
Chrift;  "  In  whom  we  have  boldnefs.and  accefs,  with 
confidence,  by  the  faith  of  him,"  Eph.  iii.  12.  Purity 
itfelf,  in  whatever  meafure  communicated  to  us,  is  not 
the  foundation  of  our  accefs  to  God ;  but  it  is  the  qua- 
lification of  the  fubjedt;  or  perfon,  that  hath  accefs;  he 
is  a  perfon  who,  being  privileged  with  accefs  by  the 
blood  of  Chrift,  is  alfo  waflied  and  purified  by  that  fame 
blood ;  and  this  is  the  chara6ler  of  the  man  that  fliall 
afcend  to  the  hill  of  the  Lord,  and  ftand  in  his  holy  place, 
being  thus  put  in  a  capacity  fo  to  do.  Indeed,  the  be- 
liever comes  always  in  the  fenfe  of  impurity,  and  to  be 
cleanfed;  and  this  very  thing  is  fome  purity. 

IV.  The  fourth  general  head  we  propofed,  was.  To 
touch  at  the  excellency  of  this  purity.  We  fliall  en- 
deavour to  point  out  the  excellency  thereof  in  the  ten 
following  particulars.     • 

I.  The  excellency  of  it  appears,  in  that  it  aflimulates 
unto  God  ;  It  is  a  refemblance  of  God,  who  is  perfect 
purity ;  •  and  purity  is  one  of  the  moft  noble  paf  ts  of  bis 
image.  Every  creature  hath  fome  refemblance  of  God; 
the  very  inanimate  creatures  refemble  him,  in  refpeft 
of  being;  and  living  creatures  refemble  him,  in  fome- 
thing  of  life ;  nay,  the  very  devils  refemble  him,  in 
fomething  of  knowledge.  But  for  the  refemblance  of 
the  moral  perfeftion,  his  holinefs  and  purity,  this  is 
what  devils  and  men,  by  their  fin  and  fall,  are  oppo- 
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fite  and  antipodes  to  :    bttt  it  is  the  honour  of  all  iHd 
faints,  to  hive  fome   refemblance   of  God,   even   id 

holinefs. 

2.  It  cannot  but  be  excelletitj  for  It  retrieves  our 
original  innocence,  partly  here,  and  fully  hereafter. 
When  mart  dropt  out  of  God's  creating  haiid,   he   was 

'  like  the  piflure  of  God,  in  a  cloud  :  O  he  was  lovely  ! 
te  was  an  abfolute  beauty,  without  any  deformity  ! 
But,  alas!  he  quickly  was  perverted,  and  his  beau- 
ty defaced.  Now^  this  purity  retrieves  our  original 
beauty; 

3.  The  gxceliericy  of  it  cannot  but  appiear  in  this^ 
that  it  is  the  defign  of  the  whole  Trinity,  in  all  their 
great  adtioils.— ^It  is  the  defi^n  of  God,  the  Father,  ia 
ele£ting  a  fet  of  people,  that  they  might  be  holy;  '*  He 
hath  chofen  us  iri  him,  that  we  fliould  be  holy^**  Eph; 
i.  4. — It  was  the  defign  of  Ghrift,  in  dying,  that-  he  might 
purify  to  hirafelf  a  fJeculiar  people,  zealous  of  good 
works.  Tit.  ii.  14*  It  was  liot  merely  to  pardon^  but 
to  purify:  pardon  dnly  keeps  us  from  hell;  but  purity 
makes  us  like  God  hinifelf,  and  fit  for  heaven.— It  is 
the  defign  of  the  Holy  Gholl  to  purify:  and  why  is  he 
called  the  Holy  Ghoft  ?  Not  only  becaufe  he  is  effenti- 
ally  holy  ;  for,  indeed,  the  Father  and  the  Son  are  the 
fame  holy  Spirit  with  him;  but  becaufe  of  his  function 
and  operation,  by  the  divine  oeconomy  ;  it  beirig  his 
work  to  make  a  holy  world,  a  pure  world; 

4.  It  is  excellent,  in  regard  it  is  a  diftinguilhing 
character  of  the  Ghriflian  religiori,  from  all  others. 
What  is  Mahometanifm,  but  a  mixture  of  dillra£led 
fancies,  and  erroneous  pollutions  ?  The  J^agan  religion 
is  nothing  but  a  pollution  ;  their  gods  are  brought  in 
^s  murderers  and  liars.  Piety  and  purity  is  the  difling- 
Viifhing  charadler  of  the  Ghriflian  religion,  ;ind  the  great 
defign  of  it ;  "  Let  every,  one  that  nameth  tile  name 
of  Ghrift,  depart  from  iniquity,"-  2  Tim.  ii.  19.  Their 
name  fhpuld  be,  "  Holinefs  to  the  Lord.'^ 

5.  It  is  excellent,  in  regard  it  is  the  beauty  of  tho 
rational  creature.  We  are  called  to  worfhip  him  in  thd 
beauty  of  holinefs,  Pfal.  xxix.  2.  This  is  a  beauty  that 
makes  a  man  out-Ihiue  the  fun  in  fplendon     Impurity 

is 
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is  the  greateft  deformity.  I  have  read  of  an  old  uroman^ 
who,  feeing  her  deformity  in  a  glafs,  did  run  mad.  O 
Sirs!  if  God  ftrould  (how  us  bur  deformity,  in  the  glafs 
of  the  law^  it  wiere  enough  to  make  us  i*un  diftrafted, 
if  there  was  no  difcoveryof  a  fountain,  for  puriii^atioa 
»nd  waftiingi 

6.  It  is  e^tceUetit,  in  regard  that  it  is  the  real  glory 
and  honour  of  a  man  that  hath  it;  and  it  is  fin  that  is 
a  man's  Ihame  and  difhonour*  Naaman  was  general  of 
the  kihg^s  aniiy>  a  man  of  great  favour  with  his  prince, 
fii  man  of  great  honour  and  refpeft,  a  mighty  man  of 
Valour:  but  he  \yas  a  leper;  this,  '  But  he  was  a  leper/ 
Was  a  cloud  upon  all  his  glory,  and  a  nail  upon  all  his 
honour.  So  to  fay.  There  is  a  wife  man,  but  he  is 
unholy}  there  is  a  gfeat  man,  but  he  is  unholy;  there 
is  a  good-riatufed  man^  a  learned  man,  but  he  is  a  (Irang- 
cr  to  gofpel-purity ;  this  is  a  cloud  of  darknefs  upon  all 
his  other  excellencies V  Whereas  purity  and  piety,  ill 
A  gofpeUfenfe,  is  the  real  glory  and  honour  of  a  man  : 
"  Righteoufnefs  exalts  a  nation,'*  faith  Solortloii  5  *>  but' 
fin  is  a  reproach  to  any  people,"  Prov.  xiv.  14.  Purity 
exalts  a  man,  exalts  a  people^  God's  holinefs  is  his 
glory,  Deut.  xxvi*  18^,  19.  and  much  more  muft  it  be  fo 
to  man.  Yea,  it  is  not  only  an  honour  to  the  man  him* 
felf,  that  is  endued  with  it }  but  it  makes  the  man  art 
honpur  to  thofe  that  are  concerned  in  him^  The  purity 
and  piety  of  the  father,  is  an  ornament  to  the  child: 
when  it  can  be  faid,  There  is  the  child  of  a  godly  man; 
it  is  the  child's  honour'  and  the  purity  and  piety  of  the 
Child  is  alfo  an  brnament  and  honour  id  the  parents 
So  was  Abraham  to  If^ac,  and  Ifaac  to  Abraham, 
Solomon  calls  a  good  and  virtuous  wife,  a  crown  tohef 
hufcandj  and  fo  is  a  godly  hulband  a  Crown  of  honour 
tb  the  wife.  ,-Such  perfons  are  a  crown  and  honour  to 
th^iamilics  where  they  refide;  yea,  to  the  place  where 
they  are  born  i^nd  bred:  "  Of  Zion  it  (hall  be  faid,  This 
jlian  and  that  man  was  born  there,"  PfaL  Ixxxvii.  5. 

y.  It  is  ejtcellent,  in  rcfpedi  of  its  gainfulnefs,  or  the 
advantages  accruing  to  it*  True  riches  are  to  be  had 
this  way :  **  Godlinefs  is  great  gain^^  iTim.  vi.  6.  "  It  isf 
j>rofitable  in  all  things^  having  the  promife  Qf  the  life  tJtvax 

V0J..L  ^  1^^ 
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now  is,  and  of  that  which  is  to  come,"  chap.  iv.  8.    It 
hath  the   proiTiife-  of  all   things  annexed  to  it :    not  as 
a  proniife  of  life  that  was  ttiade  to  works  and  doing,  in 
the  covenant  of  works;  beware  of  that  thought;  for  now, 
in  the  ccvenant  of  g^race,  all  the  promii'es  are  thus  an- 
nexed  only  to  Chrill,   and   his   obedience  to  the  death, 
his  perfeci  righteoufnefs,   and   totne  brliever  only,   in 
and  throuj2;h  him,  and   tliroii^^h   this  obedience  of  his. 
The  annexiiig  of  the  promife  lo  our  workij  and  obedienccy 
as  in  themiilves  confiJered,  as  it  is  to  turn  the  covenant 
of  grace  into  a  covenant  of  works;  lo,   it  is  like  to  be 
the  ruining  error  of  many   in  our  day,  and  even  of  taU 
csdars   in  our  Lebanon,   that  are   like  to  fall  into  the 
horrible  pit  of  an  old-covenant  religion,  notwithiianding 
0f  a  new-covenant- profeifion:  but  the  promife  is  annexed 
lo  godlinefs.  thus,   viz.    as  it  is  an  evidence  of  union  to 
Chrift,  and  participation  of  his  righteournefs,  in  whom^ 
and  through  which  righteoufrtefs,  "  All  the  proraifes  are 
Yea  and  Amen.'*     And  now,  what  gain,  wiiat  profit  is 
here  ?     It  hath  thus  the  promife  of  all  things,  temporal 
and  etern-^l,  Prov.  xxih  4.  Profit  i3  a  bait  that  all  bite  at; 
it  is  the  great  god  of  the  world,  that  competes  with  the- 
true  (iod,  for  a  place  in  the  heart  and  affcftions  of  men, 
in  oppofition  to  the  firft   and  great  command,   "  Thou 
fiialt  have  no  other  god  before  me."    But  here  Is  profit,  ' 
infinitely  beyond  the  world:   it  is  prefent  gain;  it  is  the 
befl,  the  true  gain. 

8.  It  is  excellent,  in  regard  of  its  pleafantnefs;  here  ts 
pl^afure,  as  well  as  honour  and  profit;  which  three  are 
ufually  called  the  world's  trinity.  What  pleafure  is 
there  to  l>e  had  in  the  way  of  purity  ?  Why,  '•  Wifdom's 
ways  are  pleafantnefs,  and  all  her  paths  are  peace,"Prov. 
iii.  17.  This  made  Dwid  chute  rather  to  be  a  door- 
keeper in  the  hoale  of  God,  than  to  dwell  in  the  tents 
of  wickednefs;  and  to  vaiue  a  day  in  his  courts  better 
than  a  thoufand  ellcwhere,  Pfal.  Ixxxiv.  10.  It  is  true, 
many  never  tailed  the  fweetnefs  that  is  in  God's  way; 
and  hence  they  weary  of  means  and  ordinances :  but  they 
that  tafle  the  fame,  they  find  that  the  work  of  righteouf- 
ne^s  is  peace;  and  the  effedtof  righteovirnefs,quietnefs  and 
sITarance  for  ever,  Ifa»  xxxii,  17.    And  it  is  not  only 
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jileafant  16  all  that  know  it,  but  hath  fuch  a  perfume 
and  luvour,  that  it  is  moft  pleafant  and  delightful  to  all 
that  come  near  iti  We  have  a  bright  example  of  thig 
in  the  primitive  Ghriftlans,  Afts  ii.  46,  47.  "  And  the/ 
coniinaed  daily  with  one  accord  in  the  temple;  and 
breaking  bread  from  houfe  to  houfe,  ,did  eat  their  bread 
With  gladnefs  iand  fmglenefs  of  hearty  pralfing  God,  and 
having  favour  with  all  the  peoplei"  What  was  it  that 
recommended  them  to  the  favour  of  all  the  people  ?  It 
was  the  cxercife  of  their  graces,  by  reafon  of  the  Lord's 
prefence  with  them.  A  pure  converfation  is  a  gaining 
thing;  hence  the  apoflle  fpe  ks  of  being  win  by  a  holy, 
converfation,  i  Pet,  iii.  1.  We  read  of  a  pure  virgin, 
Cicilia,  by  her  holy  deportment  at  her  martyrdom, 
that  (he  was  the  mean  of  converting  four  hundred 
to  Chrift. 

9.  It  is  excellent j  in  regard  of  its  antiquity.  Purity 
was  the  firil  fuit  that  ever  was  upon-  man's  back;  he 
being  created  after  the  image  of  Godi  Sin  is  of  a  later 
cdicioh  than  fandlity  :  it  is  but  an  upflart.  Sandity  is 
the  firft-born;  '' Afk  for  the  old  path,'*  Jer.  vii  l6» 
Many  bo  aft  of  antiquity  for  the  defence  of  their  cere- 
monies and  fuperftition:  Where  was  your  religion,  fay 
the  Paplftsj  before  Luther  and  Calvin  ?  Why,  it  was 
even  in  the  Bible,  as  well  as  among  the  churdh  vifible* 
But,  what  though  men  fhould  pretettd  tb  the  greateft 
antiquity  that  it  is  poflible  for  fmful  and  fuperftitious 
Guftoms  to' pretend  to,  let  us  hold  by  Scripture  antiquity. 
It  will  ndt  julllfy  fin,  that  it  is  as  old  as  the  devil : 
but  purity  and  holinefs  is  pf  an  older  date  than  the 
devil  himfelf ;  he  was  a  holy  angel,  before  he  was  ati 
unholy  angel. 

10.  it  is  excellent,  in  regard  that  it  is  the  excellency 
of  all  other  excellencies:  it  is  the  excellency  of  all  the 
divine  perfeftions,  that  they  are  holy.  T^he  angels  that 
knew  well  what  is  the  top  of  their  excc^Uency,  difcover 
this  in  their  threefold  repetition,  "Holy, holy,  holy,'*  Ifa. 
vi.  3.  It  is  the  excellency  of  all  accomplifhments  among 
men.  Let  a  man  have  never  fo  much  excellency, 
birth  and  breeding,  wit  and  wealth,  honour  and 
grandeur,   learning  and   literature^    \i  \5ci\&  Vii^  x^'wjx- 
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ing,  there  is  no  true  excellency  therein.  lo  a  wore!, 
**..AVithout  holinefs  no  man  ihall  fee  God,  Heb.  xii.  14, 
Blefled  are  the  pure  in  heart  :  for  they  fliall  fee  God,'* 
Matth.  V.  8.  So  much  for  a  fliort  hint  at  the  excel- 
lency of  this-  purity. 

S  E  R  M  O  N    X. 

P  R  p  \^.    XXX.    13. 

T%er€  /V  a  g^eueraiion  tbqt  are  pure  in  their  ow7i  eyeiy  and  jet 
IS  not  wajljedfrom  tbeirjihhinefs. 

[The  third  Sermon  on  this  Text.] 

TT  IS  a  fad  fentence,-  when  God  paffes  it  upon  any, 
^  "  He  that  is  filthy;  let  him  be  filthy  Hill ;  he  that  is 
nnjuft,  let  him  be  unjuft  flill,  Rev.  xii.  11.  Ephraim  is 
joined  to  his  idols,  let  hira  alone,"  Hof.  iv.  17.  O  how 
fad,  is  it,  when  .God  fay s^  concerning  fuch  a  perfon,  *'  Let 
Him  alone !'^  Miniflers  and  ordinances,  Let  him  alone; 
Word  and  Spirit,  Let  him  alone:  Let  no  word  that  is 
preached  do  him  good:  Let  no  threatening  of  the  word 
awaken  him:  Let  no  promife  of  the  word  allure  him: 
Let  no  precept  of  the  word  draw  him  :  L6t  him  continue 
hardened  againft  all  that  can  be  faid  from  the  word: 
Let  him  alone;  let  him  live  and  die  under  the  power 
and  guilt  of  fin,  under  the  wrath  and  curfe  of  God  :  he 
is  a  filthy  mai.i,  and  Ak  is  a  filthy  woman,  and  let  them 
be  filthy  Hill.  Oh!  dreadful  fentence!  And  yet  it  feems 
to  be  pafied  jig^inft  the  generality  of  people  in  our  day; 
and  yet  few  or  none  touched  with  it :  let  us  think  on  it 
in  fad  earned;  for,  as  my  text  faith,  "  There  is  a  gene- 
ration that  are  pure  in  their  pwn  eyes,  and  yet  is  not 
waflied  from  their  filthinefs." 

'   We   have  finiflied  what  we  defigned  on  the  doftrinal 
part  of  the  fecond  obfervation   we  deduced  from   the  . 
words,  by  enquiring  luio^Ja.^  iv'^Xux^^  .m^^^^  feme 
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of  the  qualities,  evincing  the  neceflky,  and  poiating  oul 
the  exceUfCQcy  of  purity.     We  now  proceed,        > 

V.  To  the  Fif  h  thing  propofed,  viz.  The  applicatk>» 
of  tlie  fabjecl.     This  we  Ihall  effay  in  feveral  lafes, 

ill.  Let  us  ni>prove  this  do^rine  for  information.  Is  it 
fo,  as  ha-s  been  laid,  That  purity  is  an.  exeellent  thing, 
and  of  abfolute  neccffity  todenominate  a  true  i'aint  f  Then^ 

I.  Hence  fee  the  diflference  between-  jiillification- and 
fanclification.  Sanftiicatiofi,  or  purity,  isneceffary  and 
excellent,  in  all  the  rer|-)ecls  that  I  have  fbrnieriy  nam- 
ed: but  yet  it  is  not  neceffary  for  jaftificatioit,  fo  as  to' 
be  tl^e  ground  thereof.  Ii  is  ivecefl'ary  tobe  the  evidence  of 
jullification;  but  not  the  ground  thereof:  the  ground  of 
juihfication  is  only  Chrill's  righteoufnefs.  Many  are  ut- 
terly bemiiied  in  this  point;  they  confound  juftiScatioft 
with  fandVification.  Though^  indeed,  they  be  as  infe- 
parable  as  head  and  body  to  a  living  man,  yet  there 
can  be  nothing  niore  different.  rThey  are  moft  diftin£t# 
(1.)  Juftificaiion  come$  from  the-raeritof  Chrift;  fanfti- 
fication  conies  from  the  Spirit  of  Chrift.  .  (2.)  Juftifi- 
cation  makes  a  relative  change,,  by  bringing  us  from 
enemies  to  friends,,  from  condemnation  to  abfolution ; 
fa-nftification  makes  a  real  change,  by  healing  our  in-^ 
ward  maladies  and  plagues.  (3.)  Juftification  gives  us 
a  title  to  heaven  J  .fanfitiftcation  gives  us  a  meetnefs  fof 
heaven.  (4.)  Jtifiification  takes  away  the  guilt  o-f  fin ; 
fanftificatioa  takes  away  the  filth,,  andpower*  ami  pollu- 
tion of  fin.  (5.)  Jullifi.cation  is  by  a  righteoufnefs 
\yithout^us  ;  fan<5lificatipn '  is  by  a  righteoufnefa  within 
us*  (6.)  In  juftifiication  there  is  the  imputation  of  Cbritt'g 
righteoufnels  and  fanQ:ifi,cation ;  but  in  fanftifi^catida 
there  is  the  implantation  of  grace,  and  fomething  lub- 
Je(9;ively  imparted;-  ncK  imputed  to  us,  but  wrougjit  ill 
us  by  the  Holy  Ghoft:.  (7.)  Jufl:ification  is  but  one  afit 
and  once  a£ted  ;  fanftification  is  a  contiuvUal  aclion,  or 
a  progfefliye.  work..  (S.)  J^ftification  is  perfeft  and 
abfolute ;  fandlification  is.  Lmperfe6t,,  and  but  begun. 
And  hence,  (9.)  Jufl:ifioatiaB'  ia  equal,,  and  alike  in  all 
believers;  no  man  is  more  jullifijed  than* another:  fanc- 
tificatian  is  uneq^ual,  in  fome  moi"e^  ^.wd.  Vci  fcssx^V^^^^ 
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according  to  the  meaftire  of  the  gift  of  Chriftr  juflifi^ 
cation  is  perfeft  the  fir  ft  moment  j  lanftification  is  never 
perfeft  till  a  raan  die.  (lo.)  In  juftification  we  are 
paflive,  and  do  nothing  ;  but  in  fanfilification  we  are 
aftive  ;  for,  being  ^£ted»  we  aft ;  being  moved*  we  move 
and  do  work,  being  fet  on  work  by  the  Spirit  of  God : 
Is  there  any  thing  more  diftind  than  thefe  two  ? 
(i I.)  Juftification  finfwers  the  law,  as  a  covenant; 
ianftification  anfwers  it  as  a  rule.  (12.)  Juftification 
makes  a  man  accepted  ;  fanfillfication  makes  a  man 
acceptable;  as  we  formerly  obferyed  on  the  third  general 
|iead  of  the  doctrine  *^  , 

2.  Hence  fee,  that  there  is  no  juftification  by  the  deeds 
pfthe  law,  Why?  becaufe,  though  this  purity  and 
conformity  to  the  law,  be  thus  neceffary  and  excellent 
for  denominating  a  faint,  and  evidencing  of  juftification; 
yet  it  is  imperfc£^  in  time,  and  fo  cannot  be  the  matter 
and  ground  of  juftification:  no  righteoufnefs,  but  a  per^ 
feft  one,  can  juftify  us  before  Qod,  Do  any  of  the  faints 
reckon  their  purity  and  piety  to  be  their  righteQufnefs 
before  God?  No,  by  no  means;  David  trembles  at  the 
thoughts  of  this ;  and  Ije  deprecates  it  with  abhorrence ; 
♦'  O  Lord,  enter  not  into  judgment  with  thy  feryant;;  for 
}n  thy  fight  ftiall  no  man  living  be  juftified,''PfaLcxliii.  2. 
Purity  may  juftify  us  before  men;  but  we  cannot  appear 
before  an  infinitely  holy  God,  without  a  perled  holinefs; 
nor  before  an  infinitely  juft  God,  without  a  complete  fatif- 
faftion;  and  thefe  are  only  to  be  had  in  Chrift.  For,  when 
our  purity  and  righteoufnefs  is  laid  in  the  balance  of 
God's  holy  law,  mene  tekel  is  written  on  it  j  it  is  found 
wanting ;  we  are  but  unprofitable  fervants  ;  and  our 
righteoufnefs  is  as  filthy  rags,  a  m^nftrous  cloath.  If 
any  poor  deluded  fvuil  be  expefting  that  God  will  juftify 
him,  and  accept  of  him,  and  Ihew  favour  to  hiipQ,  be- 
caufe he  does  as  well  as  he  can,  and  becaufe  he  perform- 
eth  this  and  the  other  good  duty,  and  hath  a  good  heart 
to  God,  meaneth  well,  and  the  like;  it  is  evident  the 

man 

♦  The  reader  may  fee  this  point  of  dodrine,  viz.  the  difference  between 
juflification  and  fan^ificatlon,  further  i!liiftrated,  Vol.  11.  and  their  difference. 
y//7y  more  coploufly  held  ftrth,  ?.nd  iWu  Kavmotiy  \)ointed  out  in  a  great  niiuiy 
mftancci,  Qo/pel  Sonnets,  *aK.i  Yl.  CW^.  iii. 'i^^x.  v ,  i. 


Serm.  X.  .OF  PURITY  OPENED.  35^ 

man  knoweth  not  himfelf,  that  he  knoweth  not  tlie  pu* 
rity  of  God's  holy  law,  and  the  inipurhy  of  his  own 
heart,  otherwife  he  would  fear  to  think  of  Handing  upon 
that  ground  before  God. 

3.  ll^jnce  fee  tlie  neceffity  of  a  law- work,  in  fome 
mealure  and  degree.  No  man  will  run  to  the  furety; 
till,  by  the  law,  he  hath  the  knowledge  of  his  being  quite 
inlblvent,  and  a  bankrupt.  What  man  will  run  to  the 
fountain  for  cleanfing,  if  lie  does  not  fee  that  he  is  defiled 
^n4  polluted.  If  purity  be  fo  neceffary,  then  a  law-workt 
di'covering  oar  impurity,  is  nectffviry  alfo;  that  know* 
ing  the  malady,   we  may  aj'^'ply  to  the  remedy*". 

4.  Hence  iee  tiie  reafon  why  God  treats  mankind  as 
he  doth,  both  with  jud^pnent  and  mercy.  Why,  the 
world  is  polluted ;  and  God  hath  a  mind  to  purify  it. 
Why  doth,  the  Lord  ih'me  upon  you  with  the  fun  of  a 
kindly  providence-?  It  is  even  to  melt  you,  that  you 
may  part  v.'itli  fin,  and  that  his  goodnefs  may  lead  you 
to  repentance.  Why  doth  he  call  you  into  a  furnace  of 
affliction?'.  It  is  to  purge  away  drofs ;  and  that  you 
may  come  forth  as  gold  tried  in  the  fice.  Why  was 
the  whole  earth  wafhed  with  a  deluge  I  Why,  it  was 
pol  uted,  and  needed  to  be  cleanfed.,  And  why  will; 
he  again  melt  it  with  fire?  BecaufQ  it  muJt  1?)^  purified 
before  it  be  a  new  earth, 

5.,  Hence  fte  the  n^ccffby  of  the  opea fountain  &r  Gxh 
and  uncleannefs.  The  blood  of  the  Lamb  is  a  foun-. 
tain:,  it  is  not  a  rivulet,,  or  a  ftream,.  th^vt  quickly  drys. 
up;  nOv.no:.  it  is  a  fountain,,  a.  uexer-'faiUag  fountain,. 
It  is  not  a  fountain  fealed  :  antienily,  in  thelVhot  coiin-. 
tries,  when  they  got  a  fountain,  they  reckoned  it  a. 
precious  treafure,  and  fealed  it ;  people  hjid  not  pro-. 
Hiifcuous  accefs  to  it.  Yea,  but  here  is  a  fountain  open ; 
every  man,  every  woman  is  welcome  to  come  and^ 
purify  themfelves  at  it,,  and  bathe  in  it,  to  walh  till  they 
be  whiter  than  the  driven  fnow.  It  is  not  only  open  for- 
the  houfe  of  David,  for  the  royal  family  ;  but  to  the- 
inhabitants  of  Jerufalem  :    it;  is.  tendered  to  the  whole 

vifible- 

•  The  nature  of  a  Law- work,  the  mcarnre  and  deirr^e  thereof,  atjd  how- 
jpucl*  of  it  is  abibku:!;'  nscliTury,  .may  be  ft^Wt  \3^  govvvvsJvuxi^^''^  v>V A\\ 
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yidbla  chi^rch.  And  it  is  open  for  fin  and  uBcleaanefs) 
for  all  pollution  whatever.  O  what  need  of  this  foun-« 
V£un  aniong  fucb  poor  polluted  finners  ! 

6.  Hence  fee  the  reafon  of  what  is  a  paradox  to  m.^ 
^y  in  the  world,  and  y^t  what  is  the  experience  of  the 
faints :  it  lets  ua  fee,  I  fay,  why  fome  folk  long  fo  pa£» 
fionately  for  death,  fometimes  ;  yea,  would  chufe  rather 
to  die  than  to  live:  why,  the  children,  of  God  knpvi^ 
tjiere  is  no  perfe6t  purification,  but  by  death;  and  that;- 
death  will  purify  them  more  than  all  the  fermons  evef 
they  heard,  than  all  the  providences  ever  they  were, 
tryfted  with,  than  all  the  prayers  they  ever  put  up^ 
^nd  all  the  tears  ever  they  {hed<  It  is  a  mad  fancy  of 
the  church  of  Rome,  and  it  was  an  ignorant  fancy  o? 
fome  miftaken  divines,  and  Greek  fathers,  that  ther^ 
i^  a  (late  of  purgation  between  thi$  and  heavei;!;  but  W9 
fee  from  the  Bible,  that  in  a  moment  the  foul,  feparaled 
ifoxxn  the  body,  19  made  pure.  The  thi^upon  the  crofs^ 
the  fame  clay  that  he  is  converted,  he  is  glorified;  *'  Thia 
day  thou  fhalt  be  with  me  in  Paradife."  O  how  will 
the  believer,  when  groaning  under  a  fenfe  of  fm,  long 
for  the  day  of  defolution,  faying,  *>  When  fhall  the  day 
break,  and  the  fhadows  flee  away,'*  wb^n  tber^  fhaU 
be  no  more  An,  no  more  pollution? 

2dly,  This  doftrine  may  be  applied  for  Lamentation, 
that  there  is  fuch  a  fcarcity  of  this  neceffary  and  excel- 
lent thing,  purity;  and  fuch  a  plenitude  of  the.  contrary 
evil,  even  of  all  manner  of  impurity.  Oh!  may  we  not 
lament  that  there  is  fuch  a  famine  of  piety  and  purity,, 
and  fuch  a  fulnefs  of  impiety  and  profanity  ?  I  might 
here  tell  you,  i.  Somewhat  of  the  evils  of  impurity, 
that  we  fhould  lan^ent  over.  2.  Some  of  th^  eviden<?e.a 
of  it. 

[1.3  We  are  to  acquaint  you  of  fome  of  the  evik 
of  impuritVf  It  is  a  lamentable  thing,  that  there  ftiCHild 
l>e  fo  littler-purity,  and  fo  much  impurity.     For, 

I.  This  impurity  mars  all  our  excellency,  We  lof^a 
our  excellency  by  fin  and  impiety.  It  takes  away  the 
peace  of  a  good  confcience,  which  fhould  be  a  continuaj 
h^il;  ^  Tft^r?  is  ^0  peac^3^f^\h  trv^  God^to  the  wicked.'  It 
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take?  away  God  from  us ;  "Your  iaiquities  haw  fepa^ 
rated  between  you  and  your  God.**  U  not  this  one  of 
the  reafOBs  why  God  is  fo  far  from  this  generation  I  It 
is  a  filthy  generation.  And  if  our  pollution  take  awajr 
God  from  us,  Ihouid  it  not  trouble  us?  Let  a  carnal  man 
lofe  that  which  he  makes  his  god,  and  fee  how  he  will 
be  troubled  for  it :  his  heart  will  even  die  within  him, 
as  Nabal's  did;  and  he  will  be  much  perpliated.  Ohi 
how  heavy  Ihould  it  be  to  us,  that  our  impurity  and  de- 
felement  doth  us  fach  a  mifchief  as  this! 

z.  It  clouds  all  our  profeflion.  Men  may  profefe  what 
they  will ;  but  if  they  remain  defiled  and  impure,  and( 
if  they  do  not  fight  againft  it,  wrellle  againfl  it,  profc& 
tgainil  it,  their  prqfeflion-is  but  a  fcreen  to  their  atbeifrg ;, 
*'  They  profefs  that  they  know  God,  but  in  works  they 
deny  him;  being  abominable  and  difobedi^nU  and  to 
every  good  work  reprobate,'*  Tit*  i.  i6. 

3«  It  brings  on  the  wrath  of  God,  if  it  be  not  removed  j 
**  God  is  angry  with  the  wicked  every  day:  if  be  tuwk 
noty  he  will  whet  his  fword,*'  Pfal.  vii.  ii,  i3.  O  Sirs^ 
if  God  begin  to  fire  againft  a  finner,  or -a  finful  and  im- 
pure people,  his  wrath  will  be  infupportable.  It- is  true, 
God  ftay$  long  before  he  come  forth  with  all  his  iadig** 
nation  againft  a  polluted  people ;  but  then  it  is  the  worfe^ 
and  there  is  the  lefe  hope  of  mercy,  when  he  begins  to» 
deftroy ;  for  then  he  will  ftrike  them  dead  with  the  next 
blow,  and  make  a  full  end.  Is  not  the  Lord  threatea- 
ing  to  do  fo  with  this  generation,  whether  wc  fee  it 
or  not  ?  When  the  cup  of  iniquity  is  full  to  the  brim, 
be  fure  that  the  cup  of  wrath  is  full  alfo ;  full  of  th^ 
vials,  of  dreadful  vengeance.  But  deaths  and  hell-,  aiKk 
wrath,  are  matters  of  jeft  and  mockery  to  a  filthy  andi 
impure  generation,  whofe  very  mind  and  confcience  atoi 
defiled ;  but  though  their  confciences  be  feared,  and 
their  fouls  .be  fleeping  in  fecurity,  yet  their  damnation 
flumbereth  not ;  for,  the  abominable  ihall  have  part  in 
the  lake,  that  burneth  with  fire  and  brimllonc,  which,  is 
the  fecond  death,  Rev.  xxi.  ft.  Oh  1  is  not  thismattcc 
of  lamentation,  that  we  are  in  fuch  danger,  by  reafoia 
9f  ^  defilement  ai^d  im]|)urity  of  the  day  we  live,  iov 
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Bu%  fay  you,  hovv  do  you  proye  the  charge?  This  leada 
to  the  next  particular,  whioh  was, 

fi.]  To  raention  iome  of  the  evidences  of  impurity  : 
they,  indeed,  are  many.  May  viol  he  that,  runs  re^d 
innumerable  grounds  oflamentation  ?  What  means  the 
abominable  whoredom,  adultery,  uncleannefs,  drunk* 
cnnefs,  and  all  manner  of  v\/ickednefs  5.  fwearing,^  lying$ 
cheating,  Healing,  fabbath-brexiking,  contempt  of  the 
word  and  ordinances,  that  take  place  J  Do  not  they 
all  manilelt,  that  the  generation  is  not  waflhed  from  their 
filthineis  ?  Is  not  profanity,  impiety,  and  immorality, 
become  open,  avowed,  and  profeffed,  and.  Ihamelei's  ?— , 
But  I  fhM  clo^e  at  the  time,  by  ofFering  only  thefe  three 
general  evidences  of  want  of  purity^  that  we  may  ie^ 
matter  of  lamentation  here* 

1,  Tlie  fird  evidence  is  in  the  impurity  of.  oor  affec^ 
lions.  Are  they  not  carnal  anJ  impure  ?  Surely  wher^ 
a  man^s  treafure  Is,  there  will  his  heart  he  alfo^  What 
are  your  morning  thoughts,  and  daily  meditations? 
Whether  are  they  converfant  about  earthly  or  heavenly 
things?  It  is  indeed  matter  of  exercife  to  a  child. of 
God,  that  he  finds  his  affedions  carnal,  and  earthly,, 
and  vain  5  but  the  impure  man  lets  the  devil,  and  tho 
world,  and  a  thoufand  lulls,  run  away  with  his  af- 
feflions  all  the  day,  and  all  the  week,  and  all  th© 
year ;  and  he  hath  never  a,  fore  and  grieved  heart  for 
it. 

2,  Another  evidence  is,  the  impurity  of  our  fpeeches,. 
which  are  the  fruits  of  tiie  afftrcllons;  for,  *'  Out  of  the- 
abundance  of  the  heart,  the  mouth  fpcaketh,  faith  Chrift  j 
and,  A  good  man,  out  of  the  good  treafure  of  the  hearty 

'  bringeth  forth  good  things ;  and  an  evil  man,  out  of  the 
evil  treafure  of  his  heart,  bringeth  forth  evil  things,^ 
Matth.  xii.  34»  35.  When  the  heart  is  full  of  any  thing,^ 
it  will  be  ready  to  utter  itfclf:  as  if  you  jog  a  full  veflel 
it  will  run  over  ;  fo  the  heart  that  is  full  of  the  world,, 
will  run  over  the  lips,  and  be  always  fpeaking  of  that  ;• 
or,  if  an  impure  man  play  the  hypocrite,  and  vent  his? 
hypocrify  in  fome  good  fpeech,  yet  he  is  out  of  his  ele^ 
ment ;  it  is  not  his  natural  dialed,  or  eafy  to  him  to 
employ  his  tongue  for  God,     It  is  tru.e^  the  godly  may 
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foretimes  have  their  tongue  tacked,  as  it  were,  to  the 

roof  of  their  mouth  ;  but  it  is  not  always  fo. 

3,  The  next  evidence  is  the  impurity  of  our  adions. 
How  do  you  a6l  towards  earthly  things,  and  heavenly 
things?  What  pains  are  you  at  about  earthly  things  ? 
And  how  little  pains  are  you  at  about  heavenly  and 
fpiritual  things  ?  Is  not  that  an  evidence  of  carnality 
and  impurity  ? — How  do  you  aft  with  reference  to  fia 
and  duty  ?  How  little  care  do  you  take  to  avoid  fm 
yourlclves,  or  reprove  it  in  others  ?  And  how  little 
care  do  you  take  to  perform  the  duties  of  religion,, 
whether  fecret  or  focial  ?  How  do  you  aft  with  regard 
to  God  and  yourfelves  ?  How  much  time  do  you  tako 
for  yourfelves  and  your  own  things  ?  And  how  little 
time  do  you  allot  for  God,  and  the  things  of  God  I 
Doth  not  tliis  evidence  your  impurity  I — How  do  you 
aft  towards  the  world  and  religion,  when  they  come  in«» 
to  competition  ?  The  world  faith.  There  is  a  bufinefa 
muft  be  done  ;  God  faith,  There  is  a  bufinefs  muft  be 
done  :  they  interfere  ;  the  one  of  them  mud  be  neglec- 
ted :  Well,  the  man  lets  God  go,  lets  religion  go,  rather 
than  his  dear  worldly  affairs.  This  difcovers  impurity. 
—How  do  you  aft  with  reference  to  the  word  ?  The 
impure  heart  doth  not  relilh  the  purity  of  the  word»  or 
the  things  that  are  of  God  :  for,  he  that  is  of  the  flefh, 
favours  the  things  of  the  flefli ;  but  he  that  is  of  the 
Spirit,  favours  the  things  of  the  Spirit.  Now,  when  you 
hear  the  word,  do  you  favour  nothing  but  earthly  and 
carnal  things  ?  Why,  the  vain  man  will  pick  out  the 
vanity  in  a  fermon  :  if  he  can  catch  at  any  word,  that 
will  feed  his  vain  mind,  he  lays  hold  upon  that :  the 
curious  man  will  notice  the  curiofity  that'  is  in  it,  and 
relifh  that ;  he  that  is  learned,  will  obferve  the  learning 
in  it,  j^nd  applaud  that :  but  he  that  is  fpiritual,  will  find 
put  thp  things  that  are  fpiritual,  is  well  pleafed  with,  and 
feeds  upon  them.  See  i  Con  ii.  6. — In  a  word,  how  da 
you  aft  withrefpeft  to  confcience  and  intereft  ?  When 
the  keeping  of  a  good  confcience  and  worldly  intereft 
come  to  be  in  competition,  by  our 'way  of  afting  then, 
we  may  know  who  is  our  m after,  God  or  the  world; 
f^r;^  till  th?n,  we  know  not  who  is  our  raalUt\  V:i>i^^Vj». 
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coofcteoce  commands  one  thing,  and  the  \roi4dl  ano^ 
ther,  fo  that  now  the  world  and  religion  go  not  hand  im 
hand,  here  \s  the  trial  of  a  pure  heart.  As  a  dog  fol- 
lows two*  men  fo  long  as  they  go  together,  and  yoa 
know  not  who  is  the  dog's  matter,  oi  them  two :  but 
let  them  come  to  a  parting  road,  and  one  go  one  way, 
snd  another  go  another  way,  then  ftiall  we  know  which 
of  them  owes  the  dog.  Why,  Sirs,  fomctimes  religioa 
MVkd  the  world  ^o  hand  in  hand ;  while  a  man  may 
hav«  the  workJ,  and  a  religious  profeflion  too  ;.  while  it 
is  fo  we  cannot  know  who  is  the  man's  mafter,  whether 
God  or  the  world  :  but  flay  till  the  man  come  to  a 
parting  road ;  Gk)d  calls  him  this  way,  and  the  world 
calls  him  that  way  :  why,  if  God  be  his  mafter,  he  foU 
lows  religion,  and  lets  the  world  go  ;  if  the  world  bo 
his  matter,  then  he  follows  the  world,  and  the  lulls 
thereof    and  lets  God,    and  confcience,    and  religion 

Oh  I  Is  it  not  very  lamentable  that  there  arefo  many 
evidences  of  want  of  purity,  that  neceffary  excellent 
tiling !  And  even  among  the  children  of  God,  O  how 
little  purity  !  Are  ihey  not  fallen. from  their  firft  love  ? 
Fallen  from  the  heaven  that  fometimes  they  have  been 
in',  to  the  very  centre  of  the  earth  ?  How  far  art  thou 
grown  earthly  minded  ?  How  doth  this  decltning  come 
upon  you  by  degrees,  or  ever  you  are  aware  I  Like 
Nebuchadnezzar's  image,  w^hofe  head  was  of  gold,  the 
arms  and  breaft  of  filver,  the  thighs  of  brafs,  the  legs 
of  iron,  and  the  feet  of  clay  ;  fo  it  is  with  many  de- 
Glining  ChriiUans  in  our  day ;  they  have  had  a  golden 
head,  and  begun  with  a  golden  age,  but  now  they  are 
come  down  to  the  clay-feet.  How  heavenly^minded 
have  you  once  been  ?  but  now,  how  earthly-minded  art 
rtiou  ?  How  pleafant  were  duties  and  ordinances  for* 
fnerly,-  perhaps  ?  But  now,  how  tedious,  wearifom^,^ 
and  irkfome  ?  How  zealous  have  you  been  for  God'a 
glory,  and  againft  all  fin  ?  But  now,  how  cold  and 
hikewarm  ? — O  finner,  fee  the  neceffity  of  more  puri* 
ftcation,  and  deliverance  from  that  confumption  of  graces 
and  decay  of  purity,  that  is  taking  place  in  you  :  and 
gxy  U)  God  to  fend  the  liol^  GKofty  whofe  offiee  and 
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fun£lion  it  is  to  fanftify,  wafti,  and  cleaafe  yoil.— **La* 
ment  the  impjrity  otthe  day,  and  your  own  impurity  ; 
find  lay  your  Ibul  at  the  fide  of  the  purifying  fouQtain^ 
and  in  the  way  of  purifying  raeaus,  looking  to  the  Lord 
to  blefs  the  means  to  you. 

There  are  t\yo  things  relating  to  this  fubjeft,  that  the 
generality  of  people  are  very  great  Grangers  to.  The 
One  is  the  fin  of  their  nature;  and  the  other  is,  the  . 
nature  of  their  fin  ;  and  yet  thefe  two  things  fliouki  be 
much  laid  to  heart  by  us  all ;  namely,  the  fin  of  our 
nature,  that  we  carry  a  dead  corpfe,  and  a  body  of  fia 
and  death  about  with  us  ;  and  the  nature  of  our  fin ; 
that  it  is  a  tranfgreffion  of,  and  difconforraity  to  the  law 
of  God.  Though  it  be  a  mifery  to  have  a  finfiil  hearty 
yet  it  is  a  mercy  to  fee  it  to  be  fo;  For,  conviflion  i$ 
the  firft  ftep  to  converfion.  And  though  there  be  ma* 
ny,  as  to  their  ftate,  vile  and  filthy  enough  to  be  dam« 
»ed ;  yet  there  are  few,  as  to  their  fenfe  and  convi^on, 
vile  and  filthy  enough  to  be  faved :  nay,  they  are  vile 
in  God's  eye  ;  and  yet  pure  in  their  own.  "  There  is  a 
generation  that  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes;  and  yet  are 
not  walhed  from  their  filthinefs.'* 

,  3dly,  The  next  ufe  we  fhall  make  of  the  do£trine,  fhall 
be  for  reproof  and  conviftion.  This  doclrine  reprovea 
all  manner  of  impurity,  impiety,  and  unholinels,  that 
Hands  oppofite  to  this  purity  and  holinefs,  whereof  I 
have  (hewed  the  neceflity  and  excellency.  It  reprover 
all  that  fiUhinefs  that  is  oppofed  to  tliis  cleauuefs.  And 
here  is  a  large  field,  a  vafl  theme  :  we  know  not  well 
where  to  begin,  or  where  to  end ;  there  are  fo  many 
pollutions^  and  fo  much  fikhinefs  of  flefli  and  fpirit  to 
be  reproved.  We  might  here  go  throiigh  all  the  ten 
commands-,  and  ihew  how  manifold  fins  and  impurities 
are  reproveable,  in  oppofition  to  every  one  of  them* 
Oh  !  that  God  himfelf  wou^d  feften  a  reproof  and  coiu 
viftion  of  fm  upon  our  hearts  and  confciences,  for  car- 
rying home  this  ufe  the  more  clofeiy,  both  upon  the 
wicked,  that  are  under  the  power,  and  upon  the  godiy, 
that  may  be  under  the  prevalency  of  fin  and^  impurity .* 
I  fhall,  oa  this  topici  i.  Produce  foni^.  Uvvid^.^^i  \xs!^^ 
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rity  and  filthinefs,  that  we  (hould  all  take  with,  and  bi 
convinced  of.  2.  Produce  fome  witneffes  for  proving 
cither  the  total  or  partial  want  of  purity  and  holinefs  j 
that  the  crime  being  proven,  we  may  take  with  it^  and 
condemn  ourfelves* 

[i.]  I  would  tell  ybU  fome  forts  and  kinds  of  irapurii 
ty  and  filtJiinefs,  that  We  fhould  all  take  with,  and  be 
convinced  ofi  There  are  efpecially  thefe  three  forts. 
I.  The  impuHty  and  fin  of  our  nr.ture.  2.  The  impu- 
rity and  filthinefs  of  our  hearts  and  thoughts.  3.  The 
impurity  and  filthinefs  of  our  life  and  pra£licej  efpecially 
living  under  the  gofpel. 

(i.)  As  for  the  pollution  of  our  nature.  TbiSj  it  is 
evident,  niany  never  thought  of,  nev^er  were  convinced 
of,  never  challenged  themfelves  for;  and  yet  it  is  a 
great  predominate  root-fin;  and  if  it  be  not  removed 
we  are  filthy  flilL  Now,  in  order  to. faften  aeon vidlion 
of  the  greatnefs  of  this  pollution  of  our  naturej  confider 
the  greatnefs  of  it  in  thefe  particiilarSi 

!•  That  wheti  the  leproiy  and  contagion  is  univerfal 
and  over-fpreadingj  then  it  muft  be  great :  but  fo  it  is 
here  ;  the  pollution,  ahd  defilement^  and  fin  of  our  na^ 
ture,  is  an  univerfal  leprofy,  it  over-fpreads  all  our  fa- 
culties ;  our  underftanding,  will,  afiedlions,  reafon, 
confcience,  memory,  and  all  are  defiled  ;  become  alto- 
gether filthy  :  we,  being  conceived  in  fin,  and  brought 
forth  in  iniquityj  are  nothing  by  nature,  but  a  body  of 
fin  and  death. 

2.  When  the  leprofy  and  contagion  is  fo  great,  in  an 
houfe,  that  nothirg  will  help  againft  it,  but  the  pulling 
down  of  the  houfe;  then  the  leprofy  muft;  be  very  great: 
but  fo  it  is  here,  the  fin  of  our  nature  is  fuch,  that  no- 
thing will  cure  it,  but  the  pulling  down  of  the  houfe4 
Some  think  to  mend  the  houfe  by  education  :  but  all 
the  lime  and  morter  of  acquired  parts  and  accomplilh- 
ments  will  not  do,  unlefs  the  rvature  be  renewed  by  re- 
generation :  and  even  after  regenerated,  this  leprofy 
breaking  out,  nothing  will  wholly  remove  it,  but  death^s 
pulling  down  the  houfe  entirely. 

3.  Confider,  that  fin  which  is  moft  unwearied,  and 
which  a  man  is  moft  unNvtaikd  va  \iv^  ^\3LtC\ut  of,  that 
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muR  needs  be  very  great :  but  fuch  is  the  fin  of  ont 
nature,  it  is  moll  unwearied,  as  the  fountain  is  unwea-» 
ri^d  in  fending  up  water.  A  man  may  be  wearied  in 
drawing  up  water  out  of  the  fountain;  but  the  fouMaia 
is  not  wearied  in  bullering  up  water:  fo,  a  man  fflay  be 
wearied  in  finful  actions  ;  but  fuiful  nature  is  never 
weary.  A  man  may  be  wearied  with  looking  to  foice 
particular  obj'rit ;  but  his  eye  is  never  wearied  readily 
with  feeing  and  lookiog ;  becaufe  it  is  natural  for  the 
eye  to  fee  i  fo,  a  man  may  be  wearied  with  fome  parti* 
cular  fin ;  but  the  natural  man  is  never  weary  with  fin* 
ning,  becaufe,  it  is  fo  natural  for  him  to  fm. 

4.  CoiifiJer,  that  this  fin  that  is  the  ground  of  all 
our  relapfes  and  returns  to  fin,  muft  needs  be  very 
great.  Now,  what  is  the  ground  of  all  our  relapfes  and 
returns  to  fin,  after  all  our  repentance  and  reformati- 
on ?  Even  our  nature,  or  the  fin  of  our  nature.  Sup* 
pofe  water  be  heated  and  warmed,  it  cools  again  ;  heat 
it  again,  and  it  cools  ag^in  ;  why  ?  Becaufe  coldnefs  is 
its  nature  :  and  fo,  why  do  men  return  again  and  again 
to  fin,  after  all  their  repentance  and  reformation?  why  J 
It  is  their  nature. 

5.  That  fin  that  is  leaft  lamented,  and  whereby  our 
other  fins  are  moft  excufed,  mufl:  be  a  great  fin.  Now,  ' 
of  all  fins,  the  fin  of  our  nature  is  leall  lamented ;  sfkd 
thereby  our  other  fins  .are  moft  excufed.  Bear  with 
me,  for  it  is  my  nature  ;  I  am  paffionate,  but  it  is  my 
nature ;  I  am  fo  and  fo  difpofed,  but  it  is  my  nature : 
men  excufe  themfelves  by  it ;  and  hence  it  is  not  lamen*  . 
te<3,  it  is  not  mourned  over, 

6.  That  pollution  that  is  mofl  predominant,  muft  be 
a  great  pollution  ;  now,  the  fin  of  the  nature  is  the  pol- 
lution that  is  moft  predominant.  Many  marks  have 
been  afligned  of  the  predominant  fin ;  and  forae  actual 
fin  may  reign  above  other  fins.  But  the  fin  of  the. na- 
ture is  the  moft  predominant  fin;  it  is  the  fin  that  reigns 
unto  death,  Rom.  v.  21. — O  then  take  home  the  con- 
viaion  of  this  fin ;  and  feek  to  have  it  broken  in  the 
po^er  of  it. 

(2.)  The  impurity  and  pollution  of  our  hearts  and 
thoughts  is  what  we  are  to  take  with,  and  b^  c<^tw\vw:ifcA. 
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of.  Alas !  Iiow  little  is  the  impurity  of  the  heart  be* 
wailed  !  Many  think  their  thougnts  are  free  :  but  be* 
fore  God  they  are  not  free  ;  but  bound  to  obedience  to 
his  law,  who  fearches  the  heart  and  tries  the  reins,  to 
give  every  man  according  to  his  ways,  and  according  to 
the  fruit  of  his  doings  ;  and  even  according  to  the  doing 
of  his  heart:  for  the  thoughts  are  the  deeds  of  the  heart: 
and  it  is,  indeed,  deceitful  above  all  tilings,  and  defper* 
ately  wicked,  Jer,  xvii.  9,  lo*  Now,  the  fin  and  pol- 
lution of  the  heart  is  great,  if  you  confider  thefe  follow- 
ing particulars^ 

!•  The  fin  that  Is  mod  incurable,  is  a  great  fin: 
but  the  fin  of  the  heart  is  a  moll  incui-able  fin.  As  a 
fecret,  hidden  wound  within  the  body,  or  a  difeafe 
within  the  bowels^  is  the  moft  incurable:  And  fuch  are 
the  fins  of  our  thoughts,  and  the  plagues  of  our  hearts* 
We  need,  therefore,  to  know  the  plague  of  our  hearts, 
and  to  be  convinced  of  it* 

2.  The  fin  that  is  a  parent  to  other  fins,  mufl:  tieeds 
be  very  great:  now,  finful  thoughts  are  the  parents  of 
finful  actions,  both  in  the  godly  and  ungodly. — In  the 
godly;  as  in  the  cafe  of  Abraham,  Gen.  xx.  11,  12.  "I 
thought  the  fear  of  God  was  not  in  this  piace;  and  there- 
fore I  faid.  She  is  my  filler,''  She  was  indeed  his  filler, 
and  he  lyed  not  in  faying  fo :  but  he  dlflembled,  and 
hid  the  truth,  ufing  an  unworthy  Ihift  for  his  preferva- 
tian.  And  where  began  this  evil,  but  in  a  finful  thought? 
**  I  THOUGHT  that  the  fear  of  God  had  not  been  in  this 
place." — In  the  ungodly,  it  is  fo  likewife,  PfaL  I.  2i» 
*^  Thou  thoughteft  that  I  was  altogether  fuch  an  one 'as 
thyf^lf.'*  The  wicked  Ileal  and  lye,  and  drink  drunk, 
and  commit  adultery,  and  deceive,  and  (lander  others.  , 
And  how  are  they  led  into  all  this,  but  by  thoughts  ? 
"  Thou  thoughteft  that  I  was  altogether  fuch  an  oae  as 
thyfelf." 

3.  By  finful  thoughts  dur  formerly  committed  fins, 
that  were  dead,  are  revived  again,  and  have  a  refur- 
reAion  by  our  bofom  ones ;  by  our  contemplating  the 
fame  with  delight.  As  the  witch  at  Endor  called  up 
Samuel  that  was  dead ;  fo,  a  delightful  thought  calls  up 
a  £aful  a^lon,  thai  was  d^^d  b^Core^    Hereby  our  fins, 
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that  were  ill  a  mariner  dead  before,  are  revived,  and 
have  a  refurrtftion. 

'  4.  By  finful  thoughts,  a  mart  may  fin  that  fin,  in  ef* 
fedl,  which  he  never  did  coninnt  in  aft;  and  fo  the  Lord 
may  punifli  him  for  it.  As  the  Lord  laid  to  David  in 
another  cafe ;  '*  Be  :aufe  it  was  in  thine  heart  to  build 
me  an  houfc,  I  will  build  thy  houfe.'*  So  faith  God- to 
a  man,  in  a  way  of  punifhment,  Becaufe  it  was  in  thine 
heart  to  do  this  evil,  though  thou  didil  it  no%  I  will  punilh 
thee  for  it.  By  the  fins  of  our  hearts  and  thoughts,  a 
mm  may  fin  that  fin,  in  effc<£l,  which  he  never  did 
cotumit  in  ad*  Chrill  reckons  the  adulterous  thought, 
adultery  ;  the  malicious  thought,  murder.  Alas  !  how 
will  the  day  of  judgment  give  other  vi'ews  of  fin  than 
now  we  have,  when  the  whorifh  thoughts  will  be  judg- 
ed  whoredom  ;  stnd  the  adulterous  intention,  adultery ; 
and  the  malicious  thoughts,  murder,  tho*  it  was  never 
adiually  committed  I 

5.  By  finful  thoughts,  a  man  doth  repent  of  his  re- 
pentance. A  man  fins,  and  afterwards  is  forrowful  for, 
and  repents  thereof;  and  then  after  his  repentance,  he 
thinks  on  his  fin  with  delight.  What  is  this  but  to  re- 
pent of  his  repentance  ?  As  by  your  repentance,  you 
are  forrowful  for  your  fin  ;  fo,  by  mufing  ,on  your  fin, 
with  delight,  your  repent  of  your  repentance  :  now,  Is 
it  not  a  great  evil  for  a  man  to  repent  that  he  repented? 

6.  That  filthy  mud,  that  cannot  be  f«arched  to  the 
bottom  ;  that  deep  myftery  of  inicjuity,  that  cannot  be 
founded,  it  is  fo  deep,  muft  be  vtry  great :  and  {q  it  is 
with  the  fin  of  the  heart;  **  It  is  deceitful  above  all 
things,  and  defperately  wicked,  who  can  know  it  ?'* 
Jar.  xvii.  9.  In  a  word^  "  Out  of  the  heart  proccedeth 
all  manner  of  evil  thoughts,  murders,  adulteries/'  8cc« 
Matth.  XV.  18,  19. 

(3.)  The  impurity  and  pollution  of  our  lives  and 
prattiges,  efpecially,*  under  the  gofpel,  is  what  we  are 
to  take  with,  and  be  convinced  of.  And  fins  under  the 
gofpel,  are  great  fins.     Why  ? 

1.  Sins  under  the  gofpel,  arc  fins  againft  the  remedy: 
and  of  all  fins,  fins  againft  the  remedy  are  the  grcateft. 
The  great  remedy  againft  fin,  is  Ujs  ^Q^^V  oixJafc  ^vv^ 

Vol.  I.  A  a  ^'^ 
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of  God;  the  good  news  of  a  crucified  Ghrill,  a  Saviour, 
whofe  name  is  Jefus,  becaufe  he  faves  his  people  from 
their  fin.  The  proniifes  are  the  remedy  alfo:  and  there- 
fore>  to  fin  under  the  gofj>el,  is  to  fin  againft  the  reme* 
dy ;  yea,  it  is  a  finning  againft  the  greateft  obligations 
of  mercy  and  grace  that  are  offered  :  and  fo,  by  our  fin- 
ning againft  thefe,  we  engage  the  very  mercy  and  grace 
of  God,  our  greateft  friends,  to  become  our  greateft 
adverfaries, 

2.  The  more  repugnancy  there  is  between  the  fin  and 
the  finner,  the  greater  is  the  fin  ;  even  as  it  is  worfe 
for  a  judge  to  be  unjaft,  than  another  man.  N  •Vy 
there  is  here  a  great  repugnancy  between  the  gofpel, 
and  the  man  that  finneth  under  the  gofpel ;  for  he  pro- 
fefles  the  contrary. 

3.  Sin  under  the  gofpel,  is  the  maft  hurtful  and 
mifchievous,  both  to  ourfelves  and  others.  To  our- 
selves :  as  poifon  that  is  taken  in  fack,  or  fomething 
that  is  warm,  is  the  moft  venomous ;  fo,  fin  unJer  the 
gofpel  is  the  deadlieft  poifon:  why?  becaufe  it  is  warmed 
with  gofpel-heat.  And  to  others  it  is  hurtful ;  becaufe 
they  are  the  more  hardened  thereby. 

4.  Sin  under  the  gofpel  is  moft  decr'tfal,  having  fpe- 
cious  pretences  and  defences  ;  and  fo  it  is  the  worfe. 
A  man  under  the  gofpel,  hath  readily  many  fliifts  for 
his  fins  ;  many  diftindlions  to  palliate  his  fin  ;  much 
knowledge  to  cover  his  fin.  And  by  this  knowledge, 
perhaps,  he  is  able  to  defend  his  fin,  by  many  diflindli- 
otts  :  as,  that  it  is  a  fin  of  infirmity ;  it  is  an  occafion 
for  grace  and  mercy  to  abound  ;  and  many  fuch  ways 
may  grace  l>e  abufed  to  the  encouraging  of  fin.  Now, 
thofe  bred  under  the  gofpel,  are  able  to  defend  theni- 
felves  by  knowledge  fetched  from  the  gofpel ;  therefore 
they  are  the  worft. 

5.  Sins  under  the  gofpel  throw  contempt  upon  the 
great  things  of  God:  even  the  glory  of  God,  the  grace 
of  God,  offered  in  the  gofpel.  And  how  great  is  that 
fin  that  caUs  contempt  upon  the  greateft  love,  the  richeft 
mercy,  the  fweeteft  offers,  and  upon  the  great  falvation! 

6.  Sin  under  the  gofpel  is  the  moft  dangerous  fin ; 
and  therefore  it.is  great*     *'  How  flxall  we  efcape,  if  we 
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neglcfl  fo  great falvation?'*  Hebi  ii.  3,  He  that  iinneth 
under  the  gofpel,  cannot  fin  at  fo  cheap  a  rate  as  others, 
though  he  fins  the  very  fame  fins  that  others  commit^ 
who  are  not  under  the  gofpel.  Why?  **  He  that  know- 
eth  his  mailer's  will,  and  doth  it  not,  fliall  be  beaten  with 
many  llripes."  O  Sirs,  be  convinced  of  thefe  fins,  and 
the  evil  of  them  :  the  fin  of  your  nattire,  the  fin  of  your  ^ 
heart,  and  the  fin  of  your  way  Under  the  gofpel  j  for  they 
are  great  fins  and  impurities. 

[2.3  I  would  produce  fonie  wittiefles,  fof  prbvhig  of 
the  great  want  of  purity,  whether  total  or  partial.  Ma*- 
ny  witnefl*es  may  be  brought  in  to  prove  the  charge. 

I.  The  firtt  witnefs  is  the  power  and  jirevalency  of  fin* 
Where  fin  is  up,  holinefs  is  down;  Are  fins  and  corrup- 
tions as  many  and  as  flrorig  with  ydu^  as  they  were  ten^ 
twenty^  or  thirty  years  ago^  notwithftanding  bi  all  the 
means  you  have  enjoyed,  and  fermons  you  have  heardj 
and  engagements  you  have  made  ?  The  power  of  fin 
doth  witnefs  and  evidence  either  the^  want  or  weaknefai 
of  purity; 

3.  The  third  witnefs  is  the  eafy  ^nd  freiquent  falling 
before  temptation  and  motions  to  fin.  When  temptatiotl 
touches^  it  takes;  No  fooner  are  you  tempted  than  yoa 
are  conquered.  Does  not  this  difcovef  the  warit  of  pu* 
rity  ;  and  that  it  is  either  wholly  wanting,  or  at  a  low- 
ebb?  Thofe  that  were  eminent  in  holinefs,  in  Scripture^ 
were  eminent  iil  refilling  temptation;  as  Jofephj  t)aniel^ 
iand  others.  AVhen  a  man  heeds  little,  or  has  no  temp- 
tation to  lead  him  to  fin^  it  witnefleth  againft  him,  that 
he  is  impure. 

4.  The  fourth  witnefs  is  feats  and  faintings  in  a  day 
t)f  adverfity  ;  "  If  thou  faint  in  the  day  of  adVeriity^  thy 
ftrength  is  fmall,"  f  roy.  xxiv.  16.  Do  you  fret  under 
afiiiflidn,  or  faint  under  adverfity?  That  is  an  evidehce 
of  the  want  of  put Ity^  and  the  weakhefs  of  gracci 

5.  The  next  witnefs  is  barrcnnefs  and  foul-leantiefs  i 
Ifa.  xxiv.  16.  *'  I  faid,  my  leanhefs,  my  leaiinefs;  wo  unto 
me  !"  Look  to  them  that  have  tiiy  grace,  arid  fee  what 
poor  and  lean  graces  they  have  :  how  little  faithj  how- 
little  love,  how  little  zeal,  how  little  repentance,  how 

A^  2  .  \\\^^ 
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little  knowledge ;  how  much  unbelief,  how  much  ig» 
jiorance,  how  much  untcndernefs  in  their  walk,  how 
much  negle£l  of  duty,  how  much  of  a  legal  fpirit  in  du- 
ty, &CC.?  how  much  laxnefs  of  principle,  and  levity  of 
fpirit ;  how  much  pride  of  duty,  how  much  pride  of 
preaching,  pride  of  praying;  how  much  apoflafy,  un- 
ftedfailnefs,  and  unconllancy  ;  the  goodnefs  of  many 
is  like  the  morning  cloud,  and  early  dew,  chat  paffeth 
away, 

6.  Another  witnefs  is  indifFerency.  The  great  indif- 
ferency  that  is  among  many  profeffed  Chriftians,  fliews 
their  want  of  purity  ;  they  are  indifferent  whom,  and 
what  they  hear  ;  indifferent  whether  they  perform  duty 
or  not;  whether  they  attend  ordinances  or  not-:  ''  Galio 
cared  for  none  of  thofe  things."  Surely,  where  there  is 
much  indifferency,  there  is  little  holinefs,  little  purity. 

7.  The  feventh  witnefs  is  grofs  immortality.  And  here, 
will  not  the  grofs  abominations  of  the  day  and  generati- 
on, and  of  the  congregation  witnefs  againft  them,  that 
they  are  not  wafhen  from  their  fihhinefs? — Is  the  drun- 
kard wafhen  from  his  drunkennefs  ?  Is  the  whoremonger 
wafhen  from  his  whoredom  ?  Is  the  adulterer  waflien' 
from  his  adulteries  ?  Is  the  malicious  man  waflien  from 
his  malice  ? — Are  not  many  become  fliamelefs  in  finning, 
when  the  Lord  is  calling  for  mourning  ?  ^'  And  in  that 
day  did  the  Lord  God  of  hods  call  to  weeping,  and  to 
mourning,  and  to  baldncfs,  and  to  girding  with  fackcloth; 
and,  behold!  joy  and  gladnefs,  flaying.oxen,  and  killing 
flieep,  eating  flefh,  and  drinking  wine;  let  us  eat  and 
drink,  for  to-morrow  we  Ihall  die,"  Ifa.  xxli.  12,  13. 
There  were  a  pack  that  made  a  jeft  of  dying,  and  made 
a  mock  of  a  future  ftate  :  "  Let  us  eat  and  drink,  for 
to-morrow  we  muft  die  ;"  if  we  muft  have  a  ibori  life, 
let  us  have  a  merry  one.  Here  is  atheifm  rampant ; 
denial  of  a  future  ftate  lying  at  the  root  of  their  brutifFi 
fenfuality. — Many  difcover  their  grofs  immorality  by 
mock-confeffion  ;  like  the  French  king  that  carried  a 
crucifix  in  his  hat,  and  when  he  had  done  any  thing  amifs 
he  would  kifs  that,  as  a  ftifficient  atonement.  Many 
who  call  themfelves  Chriftians,  when  they  have  com- 
mitted any  grofs  fm,  lYve^  eovv^d'^Sx,  \4\tJ\  ^  '  God  forgive 
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rae  ;'  returning  with  the  dog  to  the  vornit, — They  evi- 
dence their  immorality  by  their  unreproveablenels ;  as 
is  manifeft  from  their  carriage  to  them  that  admonifh 
them  :  do  thoy  count  them  their  beil  friends  ?  Nay, 
their  heart  rifes  and  rages  againll  them.  How  fiand 
they  affcdl(id  towards  the  word,  when  it  reproves  them, 
and  rubs  upon  their  lulls,  and  proffes  their  delights? 
They  count  it  enmity  and  folly. — -They  evidence  their 
grofs  immoraliiy  by  their  filthy  commuriic^tions,  and 
filthy  con verfations,  Col.  iii.  8.     2  Pet.  ii.  7. 

8.  The  eight  witnefs  is  careleffnefs  about,  and  contempt 
of  the  means  of  purity.  Doth  the  negledt  of  the  means 
of  purity  witnefs  againll  you  ?  For  example,  prayer  is  a 
mean  ;  fecret  prayer,  focial  prayer,  family  prayer,  fel- 
lo vvfliip  prayer :  do  you  live  in  the  negleft  of  thefe  ?  Yea ; 
then  doth  not  this  witnefs  your  impurity  ? — ^The  word  is 
a  mean  ;  hearing  the  word  attentively,  reading  the  word 
diligently,  hiding  the  word  in  your  heart  carefully,  like 
David;  "  Thy  word  have  I  hid  in  my  heart,  that  I  might 
not  fin  againil  thee."  Now,  wh^^t  diligent  ufe  do  you 
make  of  the  word  ?  Are  you  carelcfs  in  hearing,  efpeci- 
ally  on  week-days,  notwithftanding  of  convenient  oppor- 
tunity? Are  you  carelefs  in  reading  the  Bible  from  Sab- 
bath to  Sabbath?  Why,  tlie  very  dull  of  your  Bibles  will 
witnefs  againll  you.  I  have  read  of  one,  that  prefented 
Antipater,  the  king  of  Macedon,  with  a  book,  that  treat- 
ed of  happinefs;  he  refufed  it,  faying,'!  am  not  at  leifure/ 
Many  have  the  book  by  them ;  yea,  prefented  to  therq 
by  Ghrilt,  that  treats  of  everlalling  happinefs,  but  they 
flight  the  prefent:  '  1  am  not  at  leilure,'  fay  they.  They 
have  opportunity  of  hearing  the  word  opened  on  week- 
days, as  well  as  Sabbath-days  ;  but  they  are  not  at  lei- 
fure.  They  have  means  of  knowledge,  diets  of  catechif- 
ing,  for  clearing  the  fame  word;  but  they  are  not  at  lei-  , 
fure.  They  have  many  precious  feafons  of  grace,  feafonsi 
of  prayer,  feafons  of  duty  ;  but  they  are  not  at  leifure. ' 
They  take  leifure  to  their  own  work,  their  worldly  work^ 
yea,  for  idle  converfation  ;  but  they  have  no  leifure  for 
God's  work,  their  foul's  work,  eternal  work. 

What !  are  not  thefe  things  fo  many  witnelT^s  againft 
you,  that  you  are  injpure?     I  might  ^tod\l^^^\i^^i^^A^^" 

Aa  \  "^ 
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of  more  witneffes ;  but  by  the  mouth  of  two  or  thret 
witneffes,  every  truth  fliall  be  confirmed  ;  and  ihefe 
witnelTes  that  I  have  adduced  at  the  time,  are  fufficient 
for  proving  the  charge.  O  then,  will  you  take  with  jtlie 
reproof;  and  take  home  the  cqnviAion  of  your  impurity 
and  unholinefs  ? 

I  fliall  clofe  with  two  advices,  in  order  to  (Jeliver  you 
from  this  impurity  that  prevails. 

Advice  i.  Seek  after  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,  and  the 
things  of  Chrill.  Knowledge  of  Chrift,  in  a  faving  way 
and  manner,  will  ftrike  at  the  root  of  all  impurity:  for, 
**  Beholding  his  glory,  we  s^re  changed."  And  particu- 
larly, feek  after  the  knowledge  of  this  purity  and  iandlity, 
that  I  fpeak  of,  in  }ts  agreement  with  and  difference  from 
juRification  :  for,  the  confounding  of  thefe  two,  makes 
mmy  legal  dreams  in  the  world.  Wlierein  it  agrees 
with  juftification,  and  wherein  it  diflfci's,  I  have  had  oc- 
cafion  formerly  to  enlage  upon  *.  They  agree  thus  ; 
I.  In  their  efficient ;  the  God  that  jullifies,  is  alfo  the 
God  that  fandlifies.  2.  In  their  end  ;  they  are  both  for 
the  glory  of  God,  3.  In  their  fubjeft  ;  the  ele£l  finner 
believing:  the  man  thai  is  juilified,  is  alio  the  man  that 
is  fanftified.  4*  In  the  inftrument,  namely,  faith,  Tho' 
in  divers  refpedls  we  are  juftified  by  faiih,  and  alfo  fanc- 
tified  by  faith,  or  purified  :  yet,  in  jullification,  faith 
jjullifies  as  a  paffive  inftrument,  as  a  veffel  receiving  the 
water;  in  fanftification,  faith  fanflifies  and  purifies  as 
fin  afilive  inftrument,  as  a  root  and  a  fpring  bullering  up 
the  water. — rin  juftification,  faith  is  a  hand  receiving,  a 
receiving  hand  :  in  fan^lification,  it  is  a  workiug  hand. 
— Alfo,  juftification  is  firft,  in  order  of  nature  ;  fandlifir 
cation  is  next :  as  the  good  tree  is  before  the  good  fruit, 
r — In  juftification  a  man  is  reckoned  righteous;  in  fanc- 
tification,  he  is  made  righteous  :  in  juftification,  he  is 
declared  righteous,  by  a  judicial  fentence ;  in  fan6lifica- 
tion,  he  is  faftiioned,  and  made  righteous,  and  holy,  by 
^  fpiritual  change.-rrin  juftification,  I  have  Chrift  for 

the 

*  See  thcCc  points  fartlier  toucTied  aliove,  p.  257,  258.  and  Vol.  TI.  ;  and 
their  ciitf.:rencc  iWH  more  copioufly  held  fbrlh,  and  liielr  harmonv  pointed  out 
ill  d  ^Tc-at  m'diij  ialUaces,  m  the  CioO^d  ^owvvtis,  l?.\xt  VI.  Chap,  lii,  jLa.  i,  2, 


Serm.  X.  OF  PURITY.  OPENED-  375 

the  Lord  my  righteoufnefs ;  in  fanftification,  I  have  him 
for  the  Lord  my  ftrength.  Our  righteoufnefs  for  juRifi- 
cation  is  in  hira,  as  the  author  and  worker  of  it :  our 
llrength  for  fanftification  is  in  him,  as  the  root  and  foun- 
tain  of  it,  from  whence  it  is  communicate  to  u^. — In  juf- 
tification,  he  works  all  our  works  for -us,  and  we  do 
nothing  :  in  fandification,  he  works  all  our  work  in  us ; 
and  makes  us  do,  while  he  worketh  in  us  both  to  will 
and  to  do. 

Advice  2.  Having  thus  been  brought  by  the  knowledge 
of  Chrill  and  his  grace,  to  a  renewed  (late,  then,  purfue 
your  fpiritual  enemies  and  lulls,  and  be  daily  throwing 
llones  at  diem,  till  they  be  killed.  I  allude  to  i  Sam. 
•  xvii.  40.  where  David,  in  defeating  Goliath,  took  five 
fmooth  ftonfes  out  of  the  brook,  and  call  at  him.  In  allufi- 
on  to  this,  I  will  tell  you  of  five  ftones  that  you  fliould 
daily  cad  at  your  lufta.  (!•)  The  ftone  of  inftituted 
means,  and  appointed  ordinances.  Is  prayer  a  mean?  Is' 
the  word  a  mean?  Ufe  thefe  means  in  the  Lord's  ftrength, 
(2.)  The  ftone  of  fcriptural  arguments;  fuch  afi*Jofeph*s 
argument ;  *'  Shall  I  do  this  great  wickednefs^  and  fm 
againft  God?'*  David's  argument ;  Ihall  I  do  fo  $tnd  fo? 
*'  Then  would  I  offend  the  generation  of  the  righteous." 
(3.)  The. ftone  of  gofpel-promifes;  fuch  as  thatj  **  I  will 
fprinkle  clean  water  upon  you,  and  ye  fliall  be  clean.  I 
will  give  you  a  new  heart  and  a  new  fpirit,  &c.  Having 
thefe  promifes,  let  us  cleanfe  ourfelvesfrom  all  filthinels 
of  flefti  and  fpirit.**  Plead  the  promifes,  .and  cry  far  the 
grace  promiled.  (4.)  The  ftone  of  Chrift's  mediation 
and  prayer;  John  xvii.  15.  17.  *'  Sanctify  th^m  through 
thy  truth;  thy  wod  is  truth.  While  they  are  in  the 
world,  keep  them  from  the  evil  of  it."  Improve  the . 
interceflion  of  Ghrift,  (5.)  The  ftone  of  Chrift's  death 
and  paffion.  His  crucifixion  is  that,  in  the  virtue  where- 
of flu  is  crucifi,ed.  Improve  his  death,  and  look  for  vir- 
tue to  come  from  thence. — ."Look  to  the  Lord  for  grace 
^nd  IkjU  to  call  thefe  ftones  into  the  head  of  Goliath.. 
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SERMON    XI. 

P  R  O  V,    XXX.   12. 

TJ^ere  is  a  generation  that  are  pure  in  tbelr  o^n  eyes,  and  ypt 
is  not  'o^ajhed from  their  fiUbinefs^ 

[The  foqrth  Sermon  on  this  Text.] 

/^IVILIT.Y  is  a  very  comely  thing;  but  if  it  be 
^-^  not  attended  with  liin£lity,  it  but  gilds  a  man  overi 
and  is  not  true  gold,  A  man  may  have  civility,  an4 
ciyil  honefty,  and  yet  go  to  hell :  but  fi^nftity  and  puri- 
ty is  the  beginning  of  heaven.  The  one  is  not  above 
the  fphere  of  natiire,  the  other  is  fupcrnatural  ;  for  as 
the  earth  naturally  can  bring  forth  grafs,  but  cannot 
bring  fortTi  corq,  except  it  be  plowed  and  fovvn  ;  even 
fo,  any  man  may  naturally  be  civil,  but  he  cannot  attain 
to  any  life  of  grace,  or  true  hollnefs,  except  God  plow 
vp  the  fallpw  ground  of  the  heart,  fow  the  feed  of  grace, 
and  make  it  to  take  root  downward,  and  bring  forth 
fruit  upward.  Therefore,  trufl  not  to  common  civility 
and  fobriety,  whatever  external  comelinefs  and  excellen- 
'  cy  be  in  it ;  but  rather  be  airaid  of  it,  leR  you  miltake 
it  for  real  grace  ;  why,  becaufe  the  fober  devil  carries 
more  to  hell,  than  the  profane  devil ;  for  the  profane 
man,  being  in  a  dirty  way  to-hell,  he  is  fooner  convinced 
of  his  filthinefs  and  mifery,  and  more  readily  reclaimed: 
but  the  civil  man,  being  in  a  more  cleanly  way  to  hell, 
is  lb  conceited  with  an  opinion  that  he  has  grace  already, 

th^t  it  is  harder  to  bring  him  to  true  repentance, 

^*  There  is  a  generation  that  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes, 
and  yet  is  not  waftied  from  their  filthinefs." 

It  is  a  very  fad  and  a  very  dreadful  thing,  for  people 
to  be  dreaming,  that  they  are  going  to  heaven,  and 
fancying  that  they  are  in  very  good  terms  with  God, 
^nd  jet  are  in  the  ftraigtvl  toad  to  hdl>  having  God  for 
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their  enemy,  and  enemies  to  God  ;  '*  Enemies  in  their 
minds  by  wicked  works,"  Yea,  there  are  many  fuch, 
that  if  rainillers  deal  plainly  with  them«  and  tell  them 
that  they  are  enemies  to  God,  and  never  had  a  fpark 
of  true  love  to  him  ;  all  that  we  get  of  them  is,  '  God 

♦  forbid!    we  hope   it   is  ptherwH'e;'    or  elfe,  fay  they, 

♦  We  hope  it  will  be  other  wife,  and  God  will  have 
^  mercy  on  us;'  and  fo  ther^  is  no  more  of  it,  they 
remain  hardened  in  their  enmity,  and  yet  hardened  in 
a  vain  imagination,  that  all  is  well.  O  Sirs,  if  that  bq 
your  cafe,  will  you  let  the  word  of  God  fink  into  your 
confcience,  for  cdnvif^ion  ;  **  There  is  a  generation  that^. . 
are  pure  in  their  own  eyes;  and  yet  is  not  waftied  from 
their  filthinefs,'*     I  now  come, 

4thly,  To  another  qfe  of  the  dqdrlne,  which  fhall  be 
for  trial  and  examination.  Examine  and  try  whether 
pr  not  you  have  any  fliare  of  this  gofpel-purity ;  whether 
pr  not  you  be  wafhed  from  your  fikhinefs.  It  is  a  mat- 
ter pf  great  moment  that  you  are  called  to  enquire  into. 
God  calls  you  taexamine  yourfelves,  and  prove  your 
ownfelves:  and  feeing  purity  and  holinefs  is  the  great 
preparative  for  everlailing  happinefs,  a  miftake  in  your 
fearch  may  make  you  miferable  to  all  eternity.  I  fhall 
her^,  t,  Oflfer  fome  negative  characters,  pointing  out 
thofe  that  are  not  waflied  from  their  filthinefs,  2.  Some 
pofitive  evidences  by  which  we  may  try,  whether  or  not 
we  be  waftied  from  our  filthinefs,  and  partake  of  this 
gofpel-purity,  which  we  have  held  forih  in  the  naturci 
peceffity,  and  excellency  thereof, 

[i.]  We  are  to  offer  fome  ncguive  chara£lers,  point- 
ing out  thofe  that  are  not  wafhed  from  their  filthinefs, 
but  are  filthy  llilL  Upon  the  lad  ufe,  I  offered  feveral 
witneffes  to  he  produced  for  teilifying  the  impurity  of 
the  day  we  live  in  ;  and  (hall  not  refume  what  I  faid, 
tfut  offer  fonle  things  further,  by  which  we  may  try 
how  impure  we  are,  and  the  generation  is.  And,  though 
fome  of  the  particulars  I  am  to  mention  may  take  place, 
in  fome  meafure,  with  the  godly  that  are  wafhed,  yet 
thofe  who  are  under  the  power  of  thefe  evils,  the  un« 
mortified  power,  unlamented  and  unhepehted  domini*^ 
pn  thereof,  were  never  wafhed  fvotrv  tVmt  ^W\cl^S.^\  ^^ 
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text  fays,  "  There  is  a  generation  that  is  not  wafhed 
from  their  filthinefs  ;^'  though  yet  they  are  pure  in  their 
own  eyes,  and  felf-conceited,  which  is  the  particular  fin 
that  I  referve  to  be  fpoken  to  in  the  third  and  laft  doc- 
trine  :  and  therefore  fliall  not  infill  upon  it  here.  But, 
you  fee,  befides  this,  all  other  fins  and  abominations, 
and  impurities  are  included  in  the  text ;  and  therefore 
it  gives  us  occafion  to  fpeak  of  all  manner  of  fm,  while 
it  lays,  ^'  There  is  a  generation  that  is  not  walhed  from 
their  filthinefs." 

1.  There  is  a  generation  of  Atheids,  that  neither  fear 
God  nor  regard  man;  that  fay  in  their  heart,  *'  There  is 
no  God;"  and  vainly  wifh  there  were  none.  There  is 
a  generation  of  Deiils,  which  is  but  a  fecond  edition  of 
Atheifm,  whereby  the  providence  of  God  is  denied;  and 
fo  the  God  of  providence  blafphemed :  but  befide  the 
grofs,  contrafted,  and  almoft  profeffed  atheifm  of  many, 
what  a  huge  generation  is  there,  that  was  never  purged 
from  their  natural  atheifm  !  And  though  they  would 
take  it  ill  to  be  called  Atheifts,  are  evidently  and  prac- 
tically fo,  while,  though  they  profefs  to  know  God,  yet 
in  works  they  deny  him.  Surely  thefe  are  not  purged 
from  their  filthinefs. 

2.  There  is  a  generation  of  ignorant  perfons,  that 
know  not  God,  know  not  religion,  know  not  the  prin- 
ciples  of  Chriflianity;  they  are  grcfly  and  ftupidly  ig- 
norant, notwithitanding  the  means  of  knowledge  :  they 
are  artfully  ignorant,  neglecting  the  opportunities  of 
inftruftion,  diets  of  examination,  and  other  feafons  of 
learning.  They  are  ignorant  of  Chrift,  and  the  way  of 
falvation  through  him;  ignorant  both  of  law  and  gofpel  ; 
the  covenant  of  v^orks,  and  covenant  of  grace..  Are 
thefe  wafhed  from  their  filthinefs  ?  No  ;  *'  It  is  a  peo- 
ple of  no  underdanding,"  faith  God;  "  Therefore  he  that 
made  them,  will  not  have  mercy  upon  them;  and  he  that 
formed  them,  will  fhew  them  no  favour.'*  And,  befide 
the  grofly  ignorant,  there  is  a  generation  that  hath  a 
fmattering  of  knowledge,  fome  notional  views  of  gofpel- 
myfteries  ;  but  they  never  had  the  eyes  of  their  under- 
Handings  opened;  the  God  of  this  world  having  blinded 
their  eyes:  ''  My  people  ai^  d^^to^^^^^x  V^^koC  know- 


Serm.  XI.       OF  GOSPEL  PURITY  OPENED.         379 

ledge.'*    They  are  not  wafhed  frpm  their  filtbinefs;  no,  , 
the  ignorant  perfon  is  filthy  Hill. 

3.  There  is  a  generation  of  mockers,  that  defpife  all 
things,  ferious  and  facred.  If  they  come  to  church  to 
attend  ordinances,  they  but  flight  and  defpife  thefe  ordi* 
nances  in  their  hearts.  If  they  hear  a  preaching,  they 
but  defpife  and  contemn  the  word  that  they  hear,  and 
know  not  what  it  is  to  hear  to  edification.  If  public 
prayers  be  an  offering  up,  they  but  defpife  the  fame ; 
their  eyes  are  roving,  and  they  know  not  what  it  is  to 
join  in  prayer  with  their  fouls.  If  public  pfalras  be  a- 
finging,  they  defpife  that  piece  of  worfliip,  and  can 
fit  with  their  mouths  clofe,  when  the  months  of  others 
are  opened,  to  fing  praifes  to  God.  I  have  fometimes 
ob'erved,  with  regret,  how,  while  the  congregation  wer^ 
profeffing  at  leafi,  to  praife  God  with  open  mouth,  fome 
will  fit  with  fuch  a  clofe  mouth,  as  if  they  were  openly 
profeffmg  that  they  defpifed  and  contemned  that  heavenly 
exercife.  They  that  love  not  to  join  with  a  congrega- 
tion on  earth,  to  praife  God,  how  unfit  are  they  for 
joining  with  the  heavenly  company,  whofe  exercife  is 
to  praife  him  for  ever  ?T^There  is,  I  fay,  a  generation 
of  mockers  and  defpifers  \  and  fome  that  flight  and  de-  • 
fpife  ordinances  altogether,  of  whom  God  faith,"  Behold, 
ye  defpifers!  wonder,  and  perifli!"  Surely  thefe  are 
pot  waftien  from  their  filthinefs. 

4.  There  is  a  generation  of  hypocrites  and  formalifts, 
that  furely  are  not  waftien  from  their  filthinefs,  that 
make  a  fafliion  of  reading,  and  hearing,  and  praying, 
and  praifing,  and  finging ;  and  relt  fatisfied  with  the 
external  performance  of  duty,  and  were  never  acquainted 
with  the  love,  the  power,  the  life  of  religion  ;  that  have 
a  name  to  live,  but  are  dead.  Wo  to  you  hypocrites  ! 
for  ye  make  clean  the  outfide ;  but  are  not  waftien  from 
your  internal  filthinefs;  you  are  as  whited  fepulchres, 
having  a  fair  outfide  ;  but  within  are  full  of  rottennefs 
and  putrefafilion. 

5.  There  is  a  generation  of  legalifls  and  moralifts  : 
they  go  about  to  eftablifha  righteoufnefs  of  their  own,  and 
will  not  fubmit  to  the  righteoufnefs  of  God.  They  are 
your  pretenders  to  works, and  holiud^^^xvi^xv^Vws'cSs^'^Sw^^ 
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but  difcover  their  want  thereof,  by  their  eftfangenient 
from,  and  ignorance  of  the  righteoufnefs  of  Ghriil.  They 
feek  heaven  in  a  legal  way;  they  feek  to  enter  in,  but 
they  ftiall  not  be  able,  Luke  xiii.  ^4.  They  feek  falvati* 
on,  but  they  feek  it  not  by  faith;  but,  as  it  were,  by  the 
works  of  the  law.  They  pretend  refpeft  to  the  law,  and 
yet  affront  it  by  refufing  the  only  law-biding,  law-fulfil- 
ling righteoufnefs  of  Chrilh  They  profefs  holinefs,  and 
yet  are  not  wafhed  from  their  filthinefs;  for  they  are 
under  the  law.  For  that  word,  "  Sin  fliall  not  have 
dominion  over  you;  for  you  are  not  under  the  law,  but 
under  grace,'*  may  be  read  juft  backward,  with  refpefit 
to  them:  Sin  ftiall  have  dominion  over  them,  becaufe 
they  are  not  under  grace,  but  under  the  law. 

6.  There  is  a  generation  of  fuperflitipus  worfliippers 
and  ceremony-mongers,  who  will  worfliip  God  in  ways 
not  enjoined. in  his  word.  A  heathen  Socrates  would  fay, 
"  God  will  be  worfliipped  with  that  kind  of  worfliip 
"  which  himfelf  hath  commanded :"  and  furely,  thpfe 
that  profefs  themfelves  Chriflians  fliould  fear  and  learn. 
Now,  I  not  only  hear  mean,  all  grofs  fuperftition,  of 
whatfoever  fort,  but  all  impurity  of  worfliip.  Surely 
they  are  not  waftien  from  their  filthinefs,  who  have  no 
concern  upon  their  hearts  to  ftand  up  for  the  purity  of 
religion,  in  its  worfliip  and  ordinances,  in  oppofition  to 
all  mixtures  and  corruptions  whatfoever.  Nothing  exaf- 
perates  a  holy  God  more  than  this,  that  there  fliouId  be 
defilements  in  his  worfliip;  for  mixture  in  his  worfliip, 
not  only  cVofleS  his  command,  but  impeaches  his  wifdom, 
as  if  we  fliould  fupply  the  defefts  of  his  word,  by  our 
inventions  ;  therefore,  God  condemns  it  as  will- worfliip, 
faying, ''  Their  fear  toward  me  [or  their  worfliip  of  me], 
is  taught  by  the  precepts  of  men,"  Ifa.  xxix.  13.  Col.  ii, 
22,23.  In  a  word,  it  makes  God's  worfliip  a  vain  worfliip, 
"  In  vain  do  they  worfliip  me,  teaching  for  doftrine  the 
commandments  of  men,"  Mat.  xv.  6.  As  mixing  cop- 
per with  gold,  debafeth  the  metal,  it  cannot  pafs;  there- 
fore, God  giveth  that  awful  certification.  Rev.  xxii. 18,^9, 
*'  For  I  teftify  unto  every  man  that  heareth  the  words  of 
the  prophecy  of  this  book,  If  any  man  fliall  add  unto  thefe 
things,  God  fliall  add  unlo  Vv\mx\\<&  i^l^^vies  that  are  writ- 
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ten  in  this  book;  and  if  any  man  ftiall  take  away  from 
the  words  of  the  book  of  this  prophecy,  God  fliall  take 
away  his  part  out  of  the  book  of  life,  and  out  of  the  holy 
city,  and  from  the  things  which  are  written  in  this  book,". 

7.  There  is  a  generation  of  erroneous  perfons;  that 
err  in  heart,  and  err  in  practice,  and  err  in  principle. 
Some  have  no  principles  at  all,  but  Latitudinarianj 
they  are  any  thing  you  pleafe.  Others  are  of  abominable 
and  corrupt  principles,  fubverfive  of  the  gofpel,  and  de- 
llru£tive  to  pure  religion  and  undefiled.  It  was'an  old 
principle  long  ago,  which  is  yet  living,  "  That  the  doc- 
*'  trine  of  free-grace,  and  juftification  by  faith,  without 
*'  the  works  of  the  law,  was  an  adverfary  to  the  law  of 
"  Mofes,  and  to  holinefs,"  No  wonder  then,  that  fome 
have  this  doftrine  to  defend  againfl:  fuch  a  charge,  when 
Chrill  himfelf  had  this  ado;  «'  I  am  not  come  to  deflroy 
the  law,  but  to  fulfil  it,'*  It  is  a  day  of  error;  land  to 
fpeak  of  all  the  errors  that  are  like  to  be  imbibed  and 
drunk  in,  were  a  taflc  not  to  be  managed  in  a  paffing  word, 
but  would  take  much  time.  Pollution  in  principle,  is  a 
great  pollution ;  and  where  the  error  is  in  fundamentals, 
furely  the  perfon  is  not  wafhed  from  his  filthinefs. 

8.  There  is  a  generation  that  makes  no  manner  of 
bonds  of  ofFence;  to  offend  the  generation  of  the  righte- 
ous, is  become  a  common  and  eafy  thing  with  many- 
profelTors;  and  yet  the  Lord  fays,  **  Wo  to  the  world, 
becaufe  of  oflences  !  better  that  a  mill-ftone  were  put 
about  his  neck,  and  he  thrown-  into  the  midft  of  the  lea, 
than  to  offend  one  of  thofe  little  ones.  Offences  muft 
come;  but  wo  to  them  by  whom  they  come.''  Surely, 
thefe  that  have  no  regard  whether  they  offend,  and  lay 
ftumbling-blocks  in  peoples  way,  or  not,  they  feem  not 
to  be  wafhed  from  their  filthinefs. 

9.  There  is  a  generation  that  are  drowned  in  fecurity 
and  flupidity,  having  no  fenfe  of  fin  or  danger  :  though 
fin  be  imminent  and  danger  imminent ;  they  go  on  in- 
corrigibly, in  their  own.  evil  way  ;  and  live  fecurely 
notwithftanding  all  the  means  of  mercy,  and  motives  of 
judgment,  the  Lord  gives  for  their  recovery.  When 
the  language  of  providence,  and  the  alarms  thereof  cry, 
^  Arife,  O  flcepcr,  and  call  upon  thy  God*''   WVc\^>&«^ 
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ftormy  tempeft  threaten  the  fhipwrtck  of  the  church  alid 
ftate;  and  particularly  the  ftorm  of  divifion  and  animo- 
fity  tJireatens  the  overthrowing  the  church  vifible ;  yet 
they  fleep  on,  faying.  All  is  fafe.  **  Yet  a  little  fleep, 
a  little  flumber*  a  little  folding  of  the  hands  to  lleep.'* 
When  fecurity  is  univerfal,  furely  it  is  a  fign  we  are  not 
wafhed  from  our  filthinefsi 

lo.  There  is  a  generation  of  apoftates,  who  begin  in 
the  fpirit,  and  end  in  the  fleflij  that  begin,  like  Nebu-. 
chadneizar's  image^  with  a  head  of  gokU  but  end  with 
the  feet  of  the  imagej  that  were  feet  of  clay*  Apoftafy, 
and  backiliding,  and  defe£lion  are  no  rarity  in  our  day) 
wherein  the  love  of  many  waxeth  cold  J  and  the  church 
hath  left  her  firft  love  ;  and  many  backflide  with  a  per- 
petual backiliding;  and  are,  it  is  to  be  feared,  or  will 
be  of  thefe  who  draw  back  to  perdition*  Concerning  all 
fuch,  the  fcripture  fpeaketh  very  awfully  ;  "  The  back- 
flider  in  heart  Ihall  be  filled  with  his  own  ways^  Whofo 
putteth  his  hand  to  God's  plough^  and  looketh  back, 
is  not  fit  for  the  kingdom  of  heaVen/*  Surely  habitual 
apoftates,  who  return  with  the  dog  to  the  vomit j  and  the 
fow  that  was  wafliedj  to  the  v/allowing  in  the  mire,  are 
not  waftied  from  their  filthinefsw  A  generation  that  is 
making  defedlion  from  God,  his  work,  caufe,  and  intereft, 
are  not  Waftied* 

II*  There  is  a  generation  of  lukewarm  Laodiceans^ 
who  are  neither  cold  nor  hot,  whom  God  threatens  to 
fpew  out  of  his  mouth;  having  no  zeal  for  God,  no  pub- 
lic fpirit,  to  witnefs  faithfully  for  the  caufe  and  intereft 
of  Chrift.  Inftead  of  this,  carnal  policy,  under  the  falfe 
notion  of  prudence  and  moderation,  doth  carry  many  off 
their  feet,  while  they  follow  the  counfels  of  flefh  and 
blood,  and  condemn,  reproach,  and  difcourage  thofe 
who  take  other  meafures,  and  defire  to  be  faithful*  If 
any  zeal  for  the  declarative  glory  of  God  appear  with 
this  or  the  other  perfon,  in  a  day  of  general  lukewarm- 
nefs,  no  wonder  that  the  particular  perfon,  who  would 
make  any  appearance  againft  the  common  defedlion,  be 
fluted  for  Angularity,  as  if  they  fet  up  themfelves,  and 
would  be  reckoned  eminent  beyond  all  others  :  But  ca- 
lumny  will  never  make  zea^lcul^able^  uor  lukewarmnefa 
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juftifiable.  However,  the  neutralifing  temporizer  is  abo- 
minable to  God ;  he  who  cares  not  whether  the  ark  or 
Dagon  be  fet  up,  whether  Ghrift  or  antichrift  prevail : 
*'  He  that  is  not  with  rac,  is  againft  me,"  faith  Ghrift, 
upon  this  head,  I  have  read  of  Anaftatius  the  emperor, 
that  he  was,  by  the  hand  of  God,  fliot  to  death  with 
a  hot  thunder-bolr,  becaufe  he  was  lukewarm  in  the 
catholic  caufe,  and  not  zealous  againft  the  Arian  faftion, 
which  became  fo  univerfal,  that  it  was  faid,  The  whole 
wofld  was  turned  Arian. 

12,  There  is  a  generation  of  profane  perfons,  like 
Efau,  who,  for  one  morfel  of  meat,  fold  his  birih-right. 
Many,  for  a  little  morfel  of  worldly  good,  will  fell 
their  fouls,  and  fell  their  heavenly  inheritance.  Many, 
for  fear  of  lofing  any  little  outward  inheritance,  or  tem- 
poral advantage  in  the  world,  will  make  fliipwreck  of 
faith  and  a  good  confcience.  Many  think  they  make 
a  good  bargain  at  a  public  market,  (fuch  as  you  have 
in  view  this  week,)  though  they  cheat  their  neighbour 
with  never  fo  many  lies  and  falflioods,  in  buying  and 
felling,  if  they  may  but  gain  a  little  worldly  advantage 
upon  them.  They  will  quit  with  their  confcience, 
before  they  quit  with  a  fixpence.  Surely  thefe  are  not 
waflied  from  their  filthinefs. 

But  what  fliall  I  fay  ?  There  would  be  no  end  of 
fpeaking  to  this  purpofe. — There  is  a  generation  that 
have  no  care  of  their  own  fouls,  nor  the  fouls  of  others : 
they  are  running  faft  to  hell ;  and,  by  their  ill  example, 
drav^ring  their  children  to  hell  with  them  ;  their  friend3 
and  neighbours  to  hell  with  them. — ^There  is  a  genera- 
tion of  vile  whoremongers,  and  adulterers,  and  unclean 
perfons,  that  go  on,  without  remorfe  or  reformation ; 
and  to  whom  the  cuftom  of  the  fm  hath  worn  out  the 
confcience  of  the  guilt.  Moft  certainly  they  are  not 
waflied  from  their  filthinefs. -^There  is  a  generation  of 
drunkards  and  tipplers,  that  cannot  mortify  the  luft  of 
drunkennefs  unto  drunkennefs :  it  is  their  right  hand  and 
right  eye,  which,  becaufe  it  cannot  be  cut  olF,  or  pluck- 
ed out,  it  is  like  to  go  to  hell  with  them.  They  are 
not  waflied  from  their  filthinefs. — There  is  a  generation 
of  horrid  fwearers,  and  profaners  of  the  name  of  God^ 
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whether  by  broad  oaths,  dr  raiiichcd  oaths  j  tidt  to  InM 
upon  the  open  perjury,  by  the  abominable  life  and  abufe 
df  ftate-oaths.  O  the  perfidy  and  perjury  of  the  nation  1 
Surely  the  Lord  hath  a  controveffy  with  the  inhabitants 
of  the  land,  becaufe  there  is  no  ti'uth^  nor  knowledge  of 
God  in  the  land ;  **  By  iwearing,  and  lying,  and  killing, 
and  ft2aling,  and  committing  adultery,  they  break  out^ 
and  blood  toucheth  blood}  therefore  (hall  the  land  mourn/* 
Hof.  iv.  I,  2,  3-— *There  is  a  generation  of  liars^  who 
make  no  confcience  of  fpeaking  the  truth  to  their  neigh- 
bour :  They  are  of  their  father  the  devil,  who  is  the 
father  of  lies.  Are  they  walhed  from  their  filthinefs  ? 
No:  There  ftiall  in  no  wife  enter  into  the  new  Jerufalera 
any  thing  that  defileth,'  or  worketh  abomination,  or 
maketh  a  lie.  There  is  a- generation  of  Sabbath-break- 
ers; by  whom  (jrod's  holy  day  is  as  little  hallowed  and 
fanfitified  as  any  other  day ;  though  they  come  to  the 
church  for  the  fafliion ;  yet  they  do  not  make  confcience 
to  abftaln^from  thinking  their  own  thoughts^  fpeaking 
their  own  words,  or  doing  their  own  works  on  the  Lord's 
day  :  No;  if  it  were  not  for  the  cuftom,  they  would  not 
make  fo  much  as  any  outward  mark  of  diftinction.  Are 
they  wafhed  from  their  filthinefs  ?  No,  by  no  means. — 
There  is  a  generation  of  malicious  perlbns  and  fire^ 
brands,  living  in  the  fire  of  contention  and  difcord:  not 
living  in  love,  nor  following  peace  with  all  men  ;  but 
living  in  malice  and  envy,  hateful  and  liatin^  one  ano- 
ther ;  loving  to  have  an  ill  tale  to  tell,  and  an  evil  report 
to  make  of  one  another ;  purfuing  idle  clalhes,  and  en- 
tertaining them.  Surely  they  are  not  wafhed  from  their 
filthinefs. — ^There  is  a  generation  of  unjuft  and  injurious 
perfons,  who  think  nothing  to  build  up  their  own  worldly 
fortune  upon  the  ruin  of  their  neighbour's  eftate ;  not 
remembering,  that  which  is  won  by  theft,  robbery,  in- 
juftice,  or  oppreflion,  is  win  at  the  peril  of  their  fouls 
and  the  curfe  of  God.  Of  the  fame  nature  is  itijuftice 
in  judging  and  determining  of  caufes,  at  whatfoever 
court,  whether  civil  or  ecclefiaftic,  when  friendlhip  and 
courtefy  is  preferred  above  juftice  and  equity ;  and  wheA 
the  decifion  of  judges  goes  not  by  juftice,  but  by  fa- 
vour, or  fraud,  or  bribery.    Surely  all  fuch  are  not 
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waftied  from  their  filihinefs. — -There  is  a  generation  of 
rotten -hearted  profelFors,  that  join  in  intimate  fociety 
and  clofe  familiarity  with  ftated  jenemies  to  God  and  re- 
ligion, and  monftrous  fwearers,  profane,  loofe,  abandon- 
ed, and  malignant  perlbns  :  they  reckon  them,  perhaps,' 
to  be  good  (ellows,  and  Ihonell  neighbours,  and  have 
not  the  lead  reludance  at  intimate  fellowfliip  with 
them  ;  and,  it  may.  be,  prefer  tlieir  company  to  that  of 
the  godly  and  ferious.  They  walk  in  the  counfel  of  the 
ungodly,  they  (land  in  the  way  of  fmners,  and  fit  in  the 
way  of  the  fcorftfnl,  and  yet  would  be  called  profeffors. 
Bat  it  feems  plain  that  they  are  nojt  waihed  from  their 
filthinefs.— »-There  is  a  generation  of  prayerlefs  perfons  ; 
they  bow  not  a  knee  to  God  In  their  families,  and  per-  - 
haps  as  little  in  their  clofets.  The  prayerlefs  man  is  an 
impure  man  ;  he  is  not  wafhed  from  his  filthinefs.— 
There  is  a  generation  of  proud  and  felfifti  perfons;  if  they 
pray,  or  bring  forth  any  fruit,  they  are  but  etppty  vines 
that  bring  forth  fruit  to  themfelves.  Spiritual  pride  and 
felf  is  as  great  an  enemy  as  God  hath  :  and  even  pride 
of  duties,  pride  of  prayer,  pride  of  preaching,  pride  of 
grace,  proud  defires  of  being  applauded, .  and  thought 
better  of  than  others,  where  it  is  in  its  reign,  evidences 
the  perfon  is  not  waftie'd  from  his  filthinefs. — In  a  word, 
there  is  a  generation  of  unregenerate  perfons,  which  in- 
clude all  thie  Chrilllefs  and  gracelefs  world,  that  were 
never  convinced  or  converted,  neyer  drawn  to  Chrift  in 
a  day  of  power.  Surely  all  they  who  Were  never  born 
^gain,  of  water  and  of  the  Spirit,  whofe  operations  are 
like  water,  who  were  never  faved  by  the  wafhing  of  re- 
generation, and  the  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  they 
are  npt  waflied  from  their  filthinefs. 

[2.]  The  next  thing  propofed,  on  this  ufe  of  trial 
and  examination,  was  to  affign  fome  pofitive  evidences 
of  thofe  that  are  waflied  from  their  filthinefs  and  made 
partakers  of  gofpel  purity.  It  is  poffible  fome  may  ima- 
gine, if  all  be  excluded  that  I  have  named,  there  will 
certainly  be  few  behind  of  the  generation,  that  is  wafli- 
ed from  their  filthinefs.  Indeed,  I  own,  they  are  but 
few  ;  for  all  are  excluded,  who  are  under  the  power, 
reign,  and  dominion  of  any  of  thofe  fins  that  I  have  h^e^^ 
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iia:nin^.  But,  for  the  help  of  tlie  few,  that  they  raaf 
know  they  have  fomething  of  goipcl  pKirity,  and  that 
otiiers  m;iy  further  know  that  they  have  it  not,  and  fa* 
may  be  humbled,  3nd  cry  to  the  Lord  for  it,  I  fliall  of- 
fer but  thefe  two  means,  or  evidences,  at  the  time,  by 
which  it  may  be  tried.  Try  this  purity  then,  i.  By  the 
root  of  it.     2.  By  the  fruit  of  it. 

I  ft,  Let  this  parity  be  uied  by  the  root  and  fpring 
of  it.      And, 

1.  Tnis  gofpcl  purity  is  rooted  in  a  divorce  from  the 
law.  Tiiis  may  feem  a  paradox  to  fotfce,  that  purity, 
holinefs,  and  conformity  to  the  law,  fliould  be  rooted 
in  a  divorce  from  the  law :  Yea,  bat  it  is  a  truih  of  the 
eternal  God.  Accordingly  Paul  declares  of  bis  own  ex- 
perience. Gal.  ii.  29.  '^  I  thro'  the  law  am  dead  to  the 
law,  that  I  mi'jfht  live  unto  GoJ."  No  living  unto  God, 
in  point  of  purity  and  fanftification,  until  we  be  dead 
unto  and  divorced  from  the  law,  in  point  of  juftification. 
We  mull  renounce  it  as  a  rule  of  acceptance,  before  we 
improve  h  as  a  rule  of  obedience.  We  do  not  make  it 
a  ilandard  of  holinefs,  fo  long  as  we  make  it  a  condition 
of  life:  for,  while  we  do  fo,  we  are  under  the  law,  and 
fo  under  the  power  and  dommian  of  fin,  and  ftrangers 
to  the  grace  of  God,  which  onlv  do'.h  effl'clually  teach 
to  deny  ungodlinci!r>  and  worldiv  lulh,  and  to  live  fober- 
ly,  righteoufl/,  and  godly.  Now,  have  you  ever  been 
divorced  from  the  hw,  by  the  killing  llroke  of  convicti- 
on, and  by  the  mortifying  flroke  of  humiliation  ?  Have 
you  been  convinced  of  the  evil  of  fm-,  the  guilt  of  fin, 
the  power  of  fin  ;  of  the  rlghteoufnefs  of  God,  though 
he  ihould  deftroy  you;  and  of  the  Ipiriruality  and  extent 
of  the  law,  ll>  as  tlve  commandment  coming,  fin  hath 
revived  and  yon  died  ? 

2.  This  gofpel  purity  is  rooted  in  a  marriage  union  to 
Cihrill;  '*  Ye  are  dead  to  the  law  by  the  body  of  Chrift, 
tliat  ye  might  be  married  to  another,  even  unto  Chrift, 
thit  yc  may  bring  forth  fruit  unto  God,^'  Rom.  vi.  4. 
As  there  can  be  no  lawful  children  before  marriage;  fo, 
no  acceptable  fruit  unto  God,  uo  true  purity  before  mar- 
riage-union  to  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  without  ingraft- 
ment  into  tlus  blcff^d  vlue^  without  whom  we  can  do 
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nothing.  Now,  try  your  purity  by  this  root  of  it.  Know 
you  nothing  of  a  marriage  manifeilation  of,  and  union  ta 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrilt,  having  been  divorced  from  the 
law>  by  a  work  of  humiliation  laying  you  low  ?  Have 
ybit  got  a  difcovery  of  Ghrilt,  in  a  gracious  manifeftatioa 
of  his  glory  i  For^  beholding  his  glory,  we  are  changed 
into  the  farrte  image,  from  glory  to  glory.  Got  you  ever  a 
view  of  the  marriage  contract  ?  Did  he  never  fay  to  you, 
"  I  will  be  your  God,  ye  fhall  be  my  people?"  Did  he 
never  fay>  **  I  will  betrothe  thee  to  me  for  ever,  in  lov* 
ing-kindnefs,  in  tender  mercies^  and  infaithfulnefs;"  de- 
claring th^t  his  coveilaAt  is  your  charter,  his  righteouf- 
nefs  your  garment,  his  Spirit  your  guide,  his  fulnefs  your 
treafufe,  and  his  faithfulnefs  your  fecurity?— *Know  you 
nothing  of  the  marriage  proclamation?  Did  the  Lord  ne* 
ver  fay  to  you  fuch  a  word  as  that,  Gome  unto  me,  and 
you  fliill  find  reft  to  your  fouls,  poor,  weary  and  heavy 
laden  creature?  Did  he  never  court  you  by  the  gofpel, 
faying,  as  Rebc^kah's  friends  concerning  Abraham's  fer- 
vant,  with  relation  to  Ifaac,*  Will  you  go  with  this  man?* 
Know  you  any  thing  of  the  marriage  confent?  *'  I  will 
go  with  this  man."  Did  he  ever  make  you  willing  in  a 
day  of  his  power  ?-— Know  you  nothing  of  marriage  em- 
braces, betweeji  Ghrift  and  your  foul  ?  Hath  he  ever 
embraced  you  by  his  love,  and  raide  you  to  embrace  him 

by  faith? ^Surely  gofpel  purity  is  rooted  hefe* 

3.  This  gofpel  purity  is  rooted  in  the  inhabitation, and 
operation  of  the  Spirit  of  Ghrift;  "  I  will  put  my  Spirit 
within  you,  and  caufe  you  to  walk  in  my  ftatutes," Ezek» 
xxxvi*  27.  Try  then,  the  Spirit  is  for  accompliflling  the 
forementioned  effects.  The  Spirit  maketh  a  clear  revela* 
tion  of  the  graceof  God  in  the  gofpel.  The  Spirit  having 
coavinced  of  fin  and  unbelief,  doth  beget  faith,  even  the 
faith  of  the  word  of  grace,  the  faith  of  the  death  of  Chrift> 
the  faith  of  the  mercy  of  God  in  Ghrift,  and  the  faith  of 
the  promife  :  and  by  faith  the  believer  receives  the  Spi- 
rit; that  IS,  more  and  more  of  the  Spirit*  In  the  firft  ap- 
proach of  the  Spirit  to  the  heart,  when  he  works  faith, 
we  are  purely  paffive;  but  afterward  the  Spirit  is  receiv- 
ed: *^  Received  ye  the  Spirit  by  the  works  of  the  law,  or 
by  the  hearing  of  faith  ?"     And  now  the  Spirit  dwelktb. 
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in  the  heart,  ds  the  root  of  all  purity  and  holinefs  there; 
and  then  he  works,  and  operates,  and  influences :  this 
is;;the  iap  which  comes  from  the  root  Chrilh  The  poor 
foul  finds,  that  without  new  breathing,  new  influences  of 
the  Spirit,  there  can  be  no  good  motions,  defires,  affec* 
tions;  -this  is  the  well  of  water,  put  within  the  believer, 
Springing  up  to  everlailing  life.  Hypocrites  may  be  fed 
with  common  influences,  like  pools  from  the  clouds; 
but  believers  have  a  living  fpring  within  them,  fpringing 
up  like  a  fprihg-well  internally,  even  where  there  are  no 
external  motives  many  times. 

4.  This  gofpel-piirity  is  rooted  in  a  principle  .of  feith ; 
fo  we  read,  Adls  xv.  9.  that  their  hearts  were  purified 
by  faith  :  for  faith  doth  not  only  jullify  the  perfon,  but 
alfo  purify  the  afiedlions  and  heart  of  the  perfon  juttifi- 
.ed.  Faith  is  a  working  grace,  i  Theff.  i.  3.  In  what 
works  it  ?  It  works  thus,  even  working  out  filthy  corrup- 
tion. As  unbelief  and  infidelity  pollutes  a  man's  heart; 
and  therefore  Paul  joins  the  unbelieving  and  the  defiled 
together.  Tit,  i.  15.;  fo  alfo,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  the  ^ 
work  of  faith  to  fan£lify  the  heart:  and  therefore  as 
Paul,  in  the  former  place,  joins  unbelief  and  defilement 
together;  fo  1  Tim.  i.  5.  faith  unfeigned,  and  a  pure 
heart  are  coupled  together.  Now,  faith  purifies  by  draw- 
ing water  out  of  the  wells  of  falvation  ;  having  united 
the  perfon  to  Chrilt,  the  fountain-head,  it  draws  vital 
influences  from  all  Chrift's  perfeftions  and  attributes ; 
from  all  his  oiGces,  from  all  his  promifes,  from  all  his 
providences,  from  all  his  relations  ;  from  bis  names,  his 
righteoufnefs,  his  fulnefs,  his  purchafe,  by  its  frequent 
iaitings  through  the  help  of  the  Spirit  of  Chrifl,  which 
is  given  them,     ' 

And  particularly,  faith  improves  the  death  of  Chrift 
.for  this  purpofe.  By  his  death  he  hath  appeafed  the  wrath, 
and  fatisfied  juftice,  and  hath  obtained  the  communica- 
tion of  God's  favour,  and  all  the  fruits  of  it,  whereof 
this  of  fanftification  and  purification  is  one.  Chrift,  by 
his  death,  hath  taken  out  of  the  way  the  great  obftacle 
of  our  fan£tification,  and  that  is  our  conceiving  of  God 
as  an  enemy,  and  fo  being  under  the  fear  of  God's 
wrath ;  for  now,  that  Ctvtvft  h^Lth  died,  and  this  is  revealed 
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to  us,  this  may  beget  in  us  kindly  thoughts  of  God,  and 
deliver  us  from  our  fears  ;  and  fo  fhould  we  undcrl^and 
that  word,  ''  There  is  mercy  with  thee,  that  thou  mayefl 
be  feared."  One  would  think,  if  it  were,  There  is  wrath 
with  thee,  that  thou  mayeft  be  feared;  they  would  uhder- 
ftand  it  better.  Why,  I  tell  you,  while -people  fear  the 
Lord  and  his  wrath,  that  is  no  holinefs  :  for  devils  fear 
him  and  his  wrath  ;  yea,  they  believe  and  tremble  at  his 
wrath,  and  yet  have  no  holinefs,  no  purity.  Butj  while 
we  fear  the  Lord  and  his  goodnefs,  as  it  is,  Hof.  iii.  3. ; 
while  we  fear  him  in  a  filial  way,  from  the  faith  and  be- 
lief of  "mercy  and  goodnefs,  this  is  purity  and  holinefs. 
Now,  Chrift,  by  his  death,  hath  removed  the  great  ob- 
ftacle,  viz.  a  flavilh  fear,  and  introduced  the  greateft 
encouragement,  even  the  declaration  of  God's  greatell 
jnercy,  and  richeft  grace  to  poor  finners  :  and  faith's 
views  hereof,  doth  encourage  us  to  love  and  ferve  the 
Lord, 

In  a  word,  faith  improves,  and  embraces,  and  pleads 
the  proraife  of  fandlification ;  fuch  as,  "  L  will  fprinklc 
clean  water  upon  you,  and  you  Ihall  be  clean ;  from  all 
your  filthinefs  will  I  cleanfe  you  :  I  will  put  my  Spirit 
within  them  :  I  will  put  my  fear  in  their  heart:  I  will 
fubdue  their  iniquities :  I  will  fave  you  from  all  your 
uncleannefs:"  All  which  are  Yea  and  Amen  in  Chrift. 
n — Now,  try  your  purity  thus,  by  the  root  of  it. 

2dly,  Try  your  purity  by  the  fruits  and  eiSccls,  parts 
and  evidences  of  it;  fuch  as  thefe  foUowine**. 

1,  Gofpel  purity  makes  a  man  love  God,  becaufe  he 
is  pure.  Can  you  fay,  from  the  bottom  of  your  foul, 
that  however  impure  and  unholy  you  are,  yet  you  love 
God  becaufe  he  is  a  pure  and  holy  God ;  a  holy  God 
that  hates  fin  ?  I  look  upon  this  as  a  fweet  evidence  of 
one  that  hath  the  flamp  of  God's  holinefs  upon  his  foul; 
A  hypocrite  may  love  ood,  becaufe  he  vs  good,  merciful, 
end  the  like  :  but  can  he  love  him  becaufe  he  is- a  holy 
Grod,  that  hates  fin?  No.  Now,  is  that  the  language  of  thy 
foul,  '  Give  thanks  at  the  rernembrance  of  his  holinefs?' 

2.  Gofpel-purity  makes  a  man  love  the  people  of  God, 
becaufe  they  are  pure,  A  man  may  love  the  people  of 
God/  becaufe  of  fame  other  reafon^  ^ud  yet  Il^n:^  xv^  ^>^ 
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rity:  but  to  love  them  becaufe  of  their  purity;  and  tho 
more  pure  and  holy  they  are,  the  more  to  love  them, 
this  is  an  evidence  of  being  paiTed  from  death  to  life. 
Many  would  rather  choofe  to  he  in  a  drunken  club  and 
cabal,  than  in  the  company  of  tbofe  who  fear  God ;  they 
are  kept  under  reftraints  while  with  tb^m :  but  the  man 
that  is  wafhed  from  his  filthinefs,  "  His  delights  are  with 
the  faints,  the  excellent  ones  of  the  earthy"  Pf.  xvi.  3. 

3.  Another  fruit  and  evidence  of  gofi)el  purity  is,  it 
makes  the  man  love  the  word,  hecauie  of  its  purity ; 
♦  Thy  word  is  very  pure ;  therefore  thy  fervant  loves  it/ 
Pfal.  cxix.  14Q.  The  word  is  the  mean  and  inllruraent 
of  purity;  "  Now  are  ye  clean  through  the  word  that  I 
have  fpoken.  Sanftlfy  them  thro'  thy  truth;  thy  word  is 
truth.  Of  his  own  will  begat  he  qs  with  the  word  of 
truth.'*  Now,  to  love  ordinances,  and  to  love  the  word, 
for  this  very  reafon,  becaufe  of  its  purity,  is  evidential 
of  a  peribn's  being  purified  in  part, 

4.  Gofpcl  purity  makes  a  man  hate  fln,' becaufe  of  its 
impurity,  and  ftand  at  a  diftance  from  it,  under  that 
confideration.  He  hates  i\n  becaufe  of  its  impurityj  and 
becaufe  of  its  oppofition  to  holinefs :  and  therefore  he 
hates  every  fin;  ''  J  hate  every  falfe  way,"  Pfal«  cxix. 
104.  He  hates  fecret,  as  well  as  open  fin;  "  I  hate  vain 
thoughts,"  Pr.  cxix.  X13.  He  hates  little  fins,  as  well  as 
great,  if  any  can  be  called  little,  feeing  there  is  no  little 
God  to  fin  againft,  no  little  hell  to  punilh  fin  in.  •  Little 
fins  have  brought  on  great  puniiliments;  as  Lot's  wife 
looking  back  to  Sodom  ;  Adam's  eating  the  forbidden 
fruit;  fifty  thoufand  men  of  Bethfheniifh  flain  for  looking 
curiouHy  into  the  ark;  and  Uzzah  for  touching  it.  The 
faints  know  that  the  leall  fin  coll  Ghrift's  precious  blood  j 
?ind  therefore  dare  not  think  little  of,  or  indulge  them- 
felves  in  any  fin — Further,  Gofpel  purity  leads  a  man 
to  ftand  at  a  diftance  from  fin.  It  is  true,  the  child  of 
God  may  fall  into  fin  ;  but  his  way  of  finning  is  like  the 
wicked  man's  way  of  ferving  God.  A  wicked  man  may 
go  to  duty,  he  may  go  to  his  prayers ;  but  he  is  only 
VL  bungler  at  it;  he  has  no  habit  of  grace,  no  dexterity 
for  duty  before  God :  fo,  a  godly  man  may  commit  fin, 
^^4  try  th^t  wQrk  fovaeUmt^\  bvit;  he  ia,a  bungler  at  it. 
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he  has  loft  his  habit  and  dexterity  of  finning  through 
grace ;  and  tliercfore  it  is  faid  he  cannot  fin:  "He  that 
is  born  of  God  cannot  commit  fin." 

5.  Golpel  purity  inclines  a  man  to  make  advances  in 
religion  ?  lie  forgets  the  things  that  are  behind,  and  pref- 
feth  forward;  he  can  never  be  pure  enough:  he  goes 
from  ilrength  to  llrength;  "  The  path  of  the  juil  is  as 
the  Ihhiing  light,  thatihineth  more  and  more  unto  the 
perfect  day,  '  U  is  true,  there  are  ebbings  and  flowings 
of  grace;  the  perfon  rj^ay  be  going  fomctimes  backward, 
at  other  times  forward  ;  but  his  ordinary  courfe  is  like 
the  fun  J  it  niay  be  under  a  cloud,  and  out  of  view,  as 
if  there  wa?  no  fun  at  all  ;  but  then  it  breaks  out  from 
under  the  cloud  again,  and  always  makes  farther  advan- 
ces in  his  race.  So,  the  child  of  God  may  be  under  a 
cloud  ;  grace  may  be  under  a  cloud  and  disappear,  as  if 
it  was  no  grace  at  ail :  but  then  it  breaks  out  again  fur- 
ther advanced ;  for,  the  man  grows  in  grace,  and  in  the 
knowledge  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrill ;  hath  more  experi* 
cnce  of  the  Liord's  pity  and  favour;,  more  infight  into 
the  myft^ri^*  of  the  gofpeU 

6.  Gofpel  purity  makes  a  man  fee  and  lament  his  own 
impurity  and  unholinels  :  he  is  affljfted  with  his  want  of 
purity,  and  with  his  own  vilenefs  and  defi.lement,  faying, 
with  Job,  *'  Behold,  I  am  vilei"  and  with  Afaph,  "  So 
foolifh  was.  I,  aad  ign/^rant;"  and  with  Abraham,  **  I  am 
dull  and  afhes;"  and  with  Agar,  '*  I  am  more  brutifli 
than  any  man,  apd  have  not  the  underftanding  of  a 
man;"  and.  with  P^i^l,  **  I  am  the  chief  of  finners." 
The  man,  ia  humble  under  a  finfe  of  his  ow-n  vilenefs, 
and  of  the  plagt^es  of  his  own  heart,  Tears,  inllead  of 
gems  and  pearls,  were  the  t)rnaments  of  David's  bed, 
when  he  was  fallen  from  his  purity. 

7.  This  purity  makes  a  man  to  be  aflji^ted  even  for 
tbe  impurity  of  others :  this  was  the  c^fe  with  David ; 
*'  I  beheld  tranfgreffors,  and  wa3  grieved  :  Rivers  of 
water  run  down  mine  eyes,  becaufe  the  wicked  keep 
not  thy  law,"  Pfalm  cxix.  136*  158.  It  had  the  fame 
effe£t  upon  Jeremiah;  *'  Oh  that  my  head  wei-e  waters, 
and  mine  eyes  a  fountain  of  tears,  that  I  might  weep  day 
gmd  night  for  the  flain  of  the  daughter  of  m^  ^^^^\ft.V' 

Bb4  V^' 
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Jer.  IX.  I.  "  And  the  Lord  faid  unto  him.  Go  through 
the  midft  of  the  city,  through  the  midft  of  Jerufalem, 
and  fet  a  mark  upon  the  fore-heads  of  the  men  that  figh 
and  cry  for  all  the  abominations  that  be  done  in  the 
midft  thereof,"  Ezek.  ix.  4.  Why,  the  godly  man,  in 
Qther  men*s  fins,  fees  the  badncfs  of  his  own  heart :  and 
by  mourning  for  the  fins  of  others,  he  comes  to  be  pure, 
even  from  the  fins  of  other  men  ;  whereas  people  are 
guilty  of  other  men's  fins,  while  they  do  not  mourn  for 
them ,  but  rather  approve  of  them. 

8.  This  purity  is  evidenced  by  a  confcientious  and 
diligent  ufe  of  the  means  of  purity.  The  Lord  works 
out,  and  carries  on  this  work  of  fanftification  ;  makes 
it  go  on  by  the  means  which  he  hath  appointed  us  to 
ufe  :  and  when  we  ufe  his  appointed  rneans,  though  the 
cffeftdo  not  prefently  and  difcernibly  follow  and  appear; 
yet  we  may  conclude  that  the  work  is  going  on.  Even 
as  when  the  children  of  Ifrael  were  comparing  the  walls 
of  Jericho  feven  days,  and  feven  times  upon  the  feventh 
day ;  fome  of  them  might  poflibly  be  difpofed  to  fay, 
What  means  our  compaffing  the  walls ;  they  do  not  fall 
by  our  compaffing  them,  or  ufing  this  mean  ?  Howe- 
ver, every  compaffing  of  the  walls  was  a  bringing  down 
of  the  walls,  though  they  fell  not  till  after  the  feventh 
times  compaffing  on  the  feventh  day, .  Jofh.  vi.  Even 
fo,  the  diligent  ufe  of  means,  in  the  way  that  the  Lord 
hath  appointed,  is  our  indifpenfible  duty  :  for,  though 
it  is  not  always  Evident,  that  the  means  hath  any  fuc- 
cefs,  for  bringing  down  the  walls  and  high  towers  of  fin; 
yet  every  compaffing  of  the  walls,  at  God's  command, 
is  a  fign  the  work  is  going  on ;  and  at  laft  the  walls 
ihall  fall  flat  to  the  grounfl. 


SpR. 
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P  R  O  V.    XXX.    12, 

nere  is  a  generation  that  are  pure  in  their  own  ey^f^  and y^^ 
is  not  wajhed from  their  jiitbinej's* 

[The  fifth  Sermon  on  this  Text.] 

MANY,  hy  a  fair  profeflion,  a  falfe  convidlion,  aTi4 
a  baftard  converfion,  feem  half  way  to  heaven, 
who  yet  will  lodge  for  ever  in  hell.  He  who  fits  down  at 
half.way,  2^nd  refts  there,  will  never  come  to  the  end  of 
his  journey,  but  is  ftill  afar  off.  O  Sirs,  it  is  to  be  fear- 
ed, that  the  moft  part  of  you,  that  even  come  fo  near 
tp  Chrift,  in  approaching  to  his  houfe  and  ordinances ; 
yet  you  are  as  far  from  him,  as  light  is  from  darknefs,  or 
darknefs  from  light :  and  we  need  not  go  far  to  prove 
the  charge  ;  for,  if  you  be  not  waflied,  you  are  far  from 
God  and  Chrift;  yea,  you  have  no  part  in  him:  "  If  I 
wafh  thee  not,  thou  haft  no  part  in  me,"  faid  ourblefled 
!IL.ord  to  Peter.  If  you  be  not  waftied  from  the  guilt  of  fin 
in  jaftiflcation,  and  from  the  filth  of  fin  in  fanclification^ 
you  have  no  part  in  Chrift,  and  fo  are  far  enough  from 
him  ;  and  this  is  the  ftate,  not  of  a  few,  but  of  a  multi- 
tude; "  'phere  is  a  generation  that  are  pure  in  their  owa 
fyes;  and  yet  is  not  waftied  from  their  filthinefs.'* 

Having  i^niftied  the  dofitrinal  part  of  the  fubjcft,  dif- 
cuffed  fo  much  of  the  application,  we  are  now  profecut- 
ing  an  ufe  of  trial ;  but  in  regard  we  have  treated  th« 
negative  part  of  this  ufe  more  largely  than  the  pofitivCt 
we  ftiall  offer  fome  things  farther  upon  the  laft  of  thefe; 
not  with  a  view  fo  much  to  multiply  particular  marks, 
as  for  offering  general  rules^  by  which  you  may  exa- 
mine this  matter.  As  it  hath  already  been  tried  by  the 
root  and  by  the  fruit  qf  it ;  it  may  be  further  examined 
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by  the  parts  of  it,  by  the  perfeaion  of  it,  by  the  means, 
of  it,  and  by  the  end  of  it. 

3dly,  We  proceed  than,  in  the  third  place,  to  try 
this  gofj^el  purity  by  the  parts  of  it.  This  purity,  ho* 
linefs,  or  ianftification  is  twofold,  either  habitual  or 
aQual. 

I.  There  is  habitual  purity,  which  lies  in  the  infufN 
on  of  all  the  habits  of  grace.  And  this  habitual  holi- 
nefs  may  be  tried  by  thefe  two  fpecial  parts  of  it,  viz. 
the  illumination  of  the  mind,  and  the  renovation  of  the 
will. 

(i.)  There  is  here  the  illumination  of  the  mind  :  this 
is  a  fpecial  part  of  purity  and  fanfilificationj  "  Ye  have 
put  on  the  new  man,  which  is  renewed  in  knowledge, 
after  the  image  of  him  that  created  him/*  Col.  iii.  lo. 
The  mere  natural  man,  that  lies  in  his  natural  (late,  he 
neither  doth  nor  can  perceive  the  things  of  God,  i  Cor. 
ii.  14.  Here  then  is  purity  to  clear  the  underftanding. 
The  pure  and  fanftified  man  is  renewed  in  the  fpirit  of 
his  mind.  We  are  a  mafs  of  darknefs  by  nature;  "  We 
know  nothing  as  we  ought  to  know.'*  We  are  blind  as 
moles,  and  can  give  no  fubjeftion  of  underftanding  to 
divine  revelation ;  nor  give  a  full  affent  to  the  truths  of 
God,  having  no  fubjeilive  perfuafion  thereof:  yea,  we 
know  nothing  as  we  ought  to  know.  Though  we  may 
have  a  form  of  knowledge,  yet,  in  feeing  we  fee  not,^ 
while  we  want  the  Spirit  of  wifdom  and  revelation  in 
the  knowledge  of  God.  Sin,  entering  into  the  world,, 
hath  blindfolded  us  all:  the  devil,  having  got  the  viflory 
over  us,  doth  even  throw  glamor  over  our  eyes,  or  be-, 
guile  us  with  a  falle  deception ;  and  we  are  becon^  fools: 
folly  is  bound  up  in  the  heart  of  every  natural  man. — •. 
And  however  fome  may  feem  to  be  exempted  from  this 
character,  fuch  as  thefe  who  are  called  ftatefroen,  and 
great  wits,  and  politicians;  yet,  while  in  a  natural  ftate, 
their  wifdom  is  but  fooliflmefs  in  God*s  fight,  1  Cor.  1.  20. 
The  profound  philofopher,  and  high  pretender  to  reafon, 
is  but  a  fool  in  the  fight  of  God :  profeffing  themfelves 
to  be  wife,  they  became  fools. 

Now,  when  the  Lord  purifies  a  man,  he  takes  this 

^  poor 
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poor  man,  who  is  fo  ignorant  of  God,  even  as  blind 
as  a  mole  in  the  things  of  God,  and  as  dark  as  a  dun* 
geon,  and  makes  him  light  in  the  Lord;  the  light  of  the 
gofpel  Ihines  in  with  evidence  upon  the  man's  foul,  fo 
as  he  is  made  to  give  full  credit  to  the  truths  of  Gk)d, 
and  to  the  God  of  truth.  The  high  reafoning  that  was 
in  his  mind,  againll  the  gofpel  of  Chrift,  even  his  Vaia , 
imaginations,  whereby  he  exalted  himfelf  againft  the 
knowledge  of  Chrift,  thefe  are  brought  down  by  the 
weapons  of  the  gofpel-warfare,  the  fword  of  the  Spirit, 
in  the  hand  of  Chrift.  Thefe  reafonings  that,  be  had 
before  are  filenced  :  the  man  fees  a  glory  in  God's  per^ 
fetkions,  in  the  face  of  Jefus  Chrift,  that  he  faw  not 
before  ;  he  fees  a  beauty  in  God's  difpenfations,  which 
be  faw  not  before :  he  fees  a  majefty  in  God's  ordinan^ 
ces,  which  he  did  not  fee  before,  and  could  not  perceive; 
he  fees  a  lovelinefs  in  the  precepts  of  God ;  nothing 
whereof  could  be  percAved  before  :  he  fees  a  fweetnefs 
in  the  promifes,  which  he  thought  very  little  of  before : 
he  fees  an  excellency  in  the  faints,  whom  he  contemned 
before  '.  he  fees  a  reality  in  what  is  divinely  revealed, 
which  was  but  fancies  to  him  before  :  he  fees  alfo  a  ' 
certainty  in  a  life  to  come,  and  in  a  death  and  a  wrath 
to  come,  which  he  never  gave  full  credit  to  before :  he 
knows  now  there  is  a  God,  whom  before  he  only 
thought  he  knew,  but  was  really  ignorant  of;  he  fees 
him  to  be  a  jutt  and  holy  God,  a  good  and  gracious  God, 
a  God  in  Chrift  reconciling  the  world  to  himfelf. 

Now,  all  fanftification  and  purity  enters  in  at  this 
door  of  illumination ;  and  therefore  you  may  try  by  this: 
for  the  grand  difference  between  the  faint  and  the  hypo- 
crite, lies  in  this,  the  one  is  darknefs,  the  other  is  light 
in  the  Lord.  Let  the  hypocrite  do  what  he  will,  profefs 
what  he  will,  he  is  ftill  but  a  niafs  of  darknefs,  and 
knows  nothing  of  God.  Whereas,  let  the  faint,  the 
believer,  be  at  never  fuch  a  low  ebb,  yet  he  is  a  perfon 
whofe  eyes  God  hath  ooened:  though  fometimes,  indeed, 
he  may  be  afleep,  and  fo  not  aftually  beholding  the  light; 
yet  this  habitual  change  is  wrought,  the  eyes  of  his  un* 
derftanding  is  enlightened. 

(2.)  Another  fpecial  part  of  this  liabit\ial  ^>\xVfc^  '^i3^!S^ 
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&fi£tification,  is  the  renovation  of  the  will  and  afieflions. 
The  natural  man  is  rebellion  againftthe  will  of  God; 
his  will  by  no  means  will  ftoop  to  the  will  of  God: 
and  here  is  the  work  of  fanflification  in  the  will,  that  it 
makes  it  flexible,  bends  and  inclines  it  to  obedience 
to  God's  will;  **  He  that  is  of  God,  and  purified  by  him, 
he  heareth  God's  word;  and  ye,  therefore,  hear  thera 
not,  becaufe  ye  are  not  of  God,"  John  viii.  47,  Man's 
will  is  totally  depraved,  and  defperately  wicked:  by 
nature  it  is  inclined  to  every  thing  that  is  bad,  and 
averfe  from  every  thing  that  is  good  :  it  is  the  greateft 
enemy  that  God  hath  out  of  hell,  and  as  great  an  enemy 
as  he  hath  in  bell;  for,  every  man  that  hath  an  unre- 
newed win,  he  hath  a  devil  in  his  breaft.  The  will, 
unrenewed,  is  the  very  pifture  of  Satan ;  the  man  is  not 
fubje£t  to  the  law  of  God,  neither  indeed  can  be :  and 
whatever  he  may  pretend  of  kindncfs  to  God,  and  the 
people  of  God,  yet  he  hates  God,  and  every  thing  that 
hath  God's  image  upon  it*-r-rrHis  afFefitions  are  totally 
vitiated,  his  defires  being  toward  that  which  is  diflion^ 
Durable  to  God,  and  hurtful  to  himfelf :  his  delights 
are  placed  upon  a  thing  of  nought.  His  forrows  are 
cfpecially  becaufe  he  cannot  get  his  will ;  and  his  will 
is  neither  for  God's  glory,  nor  his  own  good.  His 
greateft  grief  is  becaufe  he  cannot  get  his  wicked  will 
gratified,  or  his  carnal  afFcftions  fatisfied. 

But  now,  when  the  Lord  purifies  the  man,  and  fanc- 
tifies  him,  he  takes  away  the  heart  of  ftone,  and  gives 
the  heart  of  flelh.  This  wicked  will,  is  called  the  heart 
of  ftone,  becaufe  it  is  inflexible,  it  will  neither  bow  nor 
bend;  you  may  fooner  break  the  man  than  bow  him: 
while  his  corrupt  will  remains,  there  is  no  pofllbility  of 
the  man's  inclining  to  that  which  isi  fpiritiially  good. 
Now,  when  the  will  is  changed,  the  faculty  remains, 
•but  the  quality  is  changed  ;  the  curfed  quality,  where- 
by it  was  wholly  ^  inclined  to  evil ;  whereby  it  w^s  fo 
inclined  to  wickednefs,  that  there  was  no  drawing  the 
man  oflFfrom  his  own  ways;  yet  God  takes  this  away 
in  fandlification,  fo  that  now,  the  man  is  inclined  to 
good,  as  before  he  was  inclined  to  evil. — The  will  is 
now  fubjed  to  the  vjlU  o£  God^  ^ad  to  the  law  of  God, 
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and  made  to  fay, "  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do  V* 
Let  my  will  be  fubmiffive  to  thine;  let  it  be  as  a  wea- 
ther-cock,  to  turn  about  with  every  blaft  of  the  breath 
of  thy  mouth ;  with  every  fignification  of  thy  will  itt  the 
word.  The  man  is  now  inclined  to  feek  the  Lord,  and 
to  ferve  him :  yea,  he  hath  a  natural  and  native  incli* 
nation  to  that  which  is  good;  and  a  native  averfion  from 
that  which  is  evil,  though  his  will  be  but  in  part  re- 
newed, and  when  he  would  do  good,  evil  is  prefent  with 
him  :  there  is  flelh  lulling  againft  the  Spirit,  yet  he  19 
really  renewed,  fo  as  if  is  the  habitual  frame  and  difpo« 
ficion  of  his  foul,  to  ferve  the  Lord  in  holinefs  and  righte- 
oufnefe  before  him  all  the  days  of  his  life.  His  afFeftiona 
are  renewed ;  he  now  is  made  to  defire  God  as  the  chief 
goodi  to  delight  in  him  as  the  only  portion ;  to  love 
him  as  his  beft  friend;  to  hate  fin  aahis  greateft  enemy  s 
to  be  forrowful  for  that  more  than  for  any  other  thing; 
to  be  angry  at  fin  in  himfelf  and  in  others;  and  to  ba 
well-pleafed  and  fatisfied  with  the  revelation  and  device 
of  falvation,  through  grace,by  the  righteoufnefsofChrift; 
and  that  Chrifi  fhould  be  made  of  God  to  him  wifdomi 
righteoufnefs,  fandlification,  and  redemption. 

And  thus  you  fee  the  parts  of  habitual  purity :  this  is 
the  habit  of  grace,  though  it  be  not  always  exercifed 
and  difcemed,  as  it  is  in  acquired  habits;  e.  g.  A  mu- 
fician  hath  the  habit  of  mufic,  or  playing  melodioufly, 
though  he  hath  not  always  the  inftrument  or  harp  in 
his  hand :  fo  it  is  in  infufed  habits  ;  a  man  hath  the 
habit  of  grace,  habitual  purity,  though  it  be  not  aU 
ways  drawn  forth  into  afitual  exercife.  And  there- 
fore, 

2.  There  is  actual  purity,  by  which  we  ought  to  try 
ourlelves.  And  this  adtual  purity  hath  thefe  two  parts^ 
viz.  a  dying  daily  to  fin,  and  a  living  daily  to  God  and 
righteoufnefs. 

( I.)  In  afilual  purity  there  is  a  dying  daily  to  fin;  aod 
that  is  called  mortification:  he  that  is  in  Chriil  hath  cru^ 
cified  the  flefh,  with  the  lufts  and  affections.  Now,  this 
dying  to  fin,  is  when  one  doth  daily  more  and  more  faUX 
out  of  conceit  with  fin  ;  when  he  is  a£tually  fighting 
againft  it,  hating  it,  and  endeavouring  the  cruclfiKloa  oC 
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it;  when  his  averllon  from  it,  is  more  flrengthcncdj  and 
his  inclination  to  it  is  more  and  more  weakened.  But 
perhaps  one  may  fay,  How  fhall  I  know  true  mortifica- 
tion ?  Why,  it  is  univerfal,  oppofmg  all  fin.;  and  it  le- 
vels at  the  very  root  thereof  in  original  fin :  '*  O  wretch- 
ed man  that  I  ahi  I  who  Ihall  deliver  me  from  the  body 
of  this  death  ?"  It  levels  even  at  fecret  fins,  as  Well  as 
open;  "  O  cleailfe  thou  me  from  fecJret  faults*  It  ftrikes 
at  beloved  fins;  it  is  a  cutting  off  the  right-hand,  and 
pluckirtg  out  the  right  eye.  It  is  alfo  evangelical^ 
flowing  from  a  principle  of  love  to  God  in  Chrift; 
and  afted  in  the  virtue,  and  by  the  faith  of  the  de^ath 
and  crucifixion  of  the  Son  of  God  :  and  hence  a  man  is 
faid  to  be  crucified  with  Ghrift,  Gal.  ii.  ao. 

(2.)  A  living  daily  tO  God,  and  to  rightebufiiefs,  is 
another  part  of  aftual  purity,  by  which  we  ought  to  try 
our  fanfility;  and  it  is  ufually  termed  vivification.  This 
way  of  living,  is  when  a  man  is  fo  far  alive  to  God,  as 
that  he  is  aftually  delighting  in  the  Lord,  and  in  his 
company  more  and  more ;  dcfiring  to  have  more  com- 
munion with  God  in  Chrift ;  and  when  the  Lord's  fervice 
becomes  ftill  more  the  man's  recreation  and  element; 
and  when  not  only  the  houfe  of  Saul  is  growing  weaker 
and  weaker,  but  the  houfe  of  David  is  growing  ftronger 
and  ftronger,  by  the  man's  growing  in  grace,  and  in  the 
knowledge  of  the  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Ghrift,  and 
living  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God. — ^Now,  in  true 
vivification,  the  man  not  only  hath  life,  but  is  lively; 
not  only  ingrafted  into  the  true  vine,  but  drawing  fap 
and  virtue  from  the  fame ;  not  only  married  to  Chrift, 
but  bringing  forth  fruit  to  him. 

Now,  thefe  are  the  parts  of  purity  and  fanfilification, 
by  which  we  fliould  examine  ourfelves :  and,  I  fear,  the 
opening  thereof  may  difcover  the  total  want  of  purity 
in  the  moft,  and  the  partial  want  of  it  in  the  beft  of  folk; 
even  the  great  want  that  believers  themfelves  labour 
under,  with  refpeft  to  thefe  things.  But,  however, 
though  believers  themfelves  may  fee  their  great  want 
hereof,  yet  they  may  be  in  cafe  to  draw  a  comfortable 
conclufion  therefrom,  and  it  may  be  this,  namely, 
*  What  I  hear  the  Taiuiller  tell  me  of  thefe  parts  of  fane- 
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tification,  I  know  I  have  fometime-a-day  underftood 
it  to  my  bleffed  experience^  and  therefore  have  good 
ground  to  expeft,  that  I  fhall  know  more  of  it,  in  the 
Lord'&  time  and  way;  for,  he  that  hath  begun  the  good 
work?  will  p^'rfeft  it ;  and  therefore  I  will  quietly  wait 
his  return.*  * 

4thly,  Let  us  not  only  thus  try  our  pur\ty  by  the  partSj 
but  alio  by  the  perfection  of  it.  I  do  not  mean  a  per- 
fcdlion  of  degrees,  which  will  not  take  place,  till  the  be- 
liever be  in  heaven ;  but  the  gofpel-perfeftion,  which 
even  takes  place  on  earth,  and  by  which  the  believer, 
in  fcripture-language,  .is  fometimes  faid  to  be  a  perfe£l 
and  upright  man.  And' this  perfeftion  of  purity,  I  think, 
,  in  general,  lies  in  this,  When  a  man  is  pure  in  God's 
fight.  This  feems  to  be  efpecially  pointed  at  in  the  text^ 
as  the  reverfe  of  that  felf-coiiceited  purity  therein  held 
forth  :  '*  There  is  a  generation  that  arc  pure  in  their 
own  eyes  ;  and  yet  is  not  walhed  from  their  filthinefs.'* 
They  are  pure  in  their  own  fight,  but  not  pure  in  the 
fight  of  God  :  intimating,  that  the  gofpel-perfeftion  of 
purity,  lies  in  a  man's  being  pure  in  God's  fight.  Of 
this  purity  the  apollle  fpeaks,  'Col.  i.  22.  where  Ghrift 
is  faid  to  prefent  his  people  holy,  and  unblameable, 
and  unreproveable  in  his  Father's  fip[ht. 

Quest.  What  is  it'to  be  pure  in  God's  fight,  fo  as  we 
may  examine  this  purity  by  the  golpel-periedlion  of  it? 

Answ.  I.  This  gofpel-perfefition  is  that  purity  iii 
God's  fight,  which  implies  internal  heart-uprightnefs, 
evidencing  itfelf  in  faith  and  love,  which  can  a£l  in 
the  fight  and  prefence  of  God,  as  being  the  prcdufl  of 
his  blefled  Spirit. 

I  call  it  a  heart-uprightnefs,  or  heart- purity,  becaufe 
the  man  that  is  thus  pure,  is  not  only  pure  outwardly, 
in  the  fight  of  man ;  but  pure  in  heart  and  fpirit,  in  the 
fight  of  God,  who  is  a  Spirit..  Many  pretend  to  ho- 
linefs,  but,  like  the  Ptiarifees,  they  make  clean  only 
the  out-fide  of  the  plater  :  but  the  truly  pious  and  holy 
foul  is  mofl  careful  to  have  the  heart  right  with  God; 
and  folicitous  how  to  be  cleanfed  from  all  filthinefs  of  the 
fpirit,  as  well  as  the  flefh.  He  indeed  finds  much  heart- 
impurity';  but  the  foul  of  him  is  grieved  at  ity  and  lv«. 
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moft  ardently  deftres  to  be  cleanfcd;  *'  Wa(h  me,  and  I 
ihall  be  clean.  Create  in  me  a  cleaii  hearti'*  He  is 
^xercifcd  about  the  heart,  crying  to  Heaven  for  more 
and  more  purity,  and  daily  flying  to  the  fountain  opened 
for  fin  and  uncleannefs.  Th^y  are  much  in  fecret,  cry- 
ing For  purity :  and^even  when  they  win  not  to  a  fecret 
chamber;  yea,  perhaps^  when  they  are  in  the  niidil  of 
company,  they  will,  now  and  then,  be  darting  up  fome 
.  fiolen  look  to  Heaven,  and  their  hearts  praying,  *'  O  for 
**  holinefs!  Ofor  conformity  totheLordlOto  have  hearts 
"  enemies  deftroyed,  and  llrong  corruptions  broken!" 

Again,  1  faid  this  purity  in  God's  fight,  evidenceth 
itfelf  in  faith  ;  it  afts  in  a  way  of  believing,  ttufling  to 
the  faithfulnefs  of  God  in  the  promife,  and  the  poweiT 
of  God  to  accomplifli  the  fame  ;  locking  for  help  no 
pther  way  but  in  and  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Ghrift;  re* 
ceiving  the  word  of  faith,  and  putting  to  the  feal  that 
God  is  true ;  cafting  the  burden  of  the  foul  upon  the 
Lord  by  faith :  alfo,  the  man  believes  as  in  the  fight 
of  God,  It  is  not  enough  to  be  called  and  accounted 
a  believer,  and  to  reckon  yourfelf  fiich^  but  to  be  a  be- 
liever in  the  fight  of  God,  is  the  main  bufinefs :  when 
the  perfon,  thro'  faith,  fees  an  excellency  -in  Ghrift, 
fo  as  to  count  all  things  but  lofs  and  dung  for  hira  : 
and  when  the  poor  foul  can  fay,  as  in  the  fight  of  God^ 
*'  Lord,  thou  knoweft  I  have,  no  other  refuge  to  run  to 
**  by  thyfelf ;  and  though  thou  Ihouldell  kill,  me,  yet 
"  will  I  trull  in  thee,  for  all  the  good  things  in  the 
*'  covenant,  which  is  all  my  falvation,  and  all  my  defire: 
•*  here  will  I  reft,  and  here  will  I  ftay  myfelf." 

Agi^in,  This  purity  in  the  fight  of  God,  evidenceth 
itfelf  in  love  ;  and  this  is  love  in  the  fight  of  Gody  when 
a  man  can  fay  before  God,  The  defire  of  my  foul  is  to 
thy  name,  even  to  the  name  of  Ghrift.  The  man  loves 
fo,  as  that  the  name  of  Ghrift  is  to  hira  ^s  ointment 
poured  forth  :  he  loves  fo,  as  to  long  for  more  fellow- 
fhip  with  God  in  Ghrift:  he  loves  fo,  as  wherever  be  fees 
the  image  of  God,  he  loves  it :  they  love  his  image 
that  Itines  in  his  precept,  in  his  promife,  in  his  peo- 
ple. They  love  the  Lord,  fo  as  to  hold  him;  and  they 
do  not  let  him  go ;  and  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  break 
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theif  hearty,  when  he  goe^  g^way,  faj^ing/  Q!  ten  thpu- 
iaiid  worlds  cannot  jf^ll  his  room  I — Many  are  the  pre- 
tenfions  of  love  t  O !  wbgrn  fhpuld  w^  love,  biit  fweet 
Ciirift  ?  will  fome  fay.  'Qixi  all  is  mere  flattery  ;  they 
care  not  whether  he  be  abfent  or  prefedt.  .  They 
pretend  Igve  to  him  ;  but  they  take  other  things  isi 
his  roon^b  They  will  fay,  "  He  hideth  his  face  ;"  buf 
withal  they  can  fay  ^lfo>  with,  the  wliOre  ip  the  Pro- 
VerbSj  "  The  hulband  is  away,  come  let  us  take  our  filjl 
of  lovesw'*  They  can  take  pleafure  in  idols  2  they  cant 
take  pleafure  in  other  things.  In  the  want  of  Chrilh 
They  are  not  like  the  blejfed  Pfalmift^  who  faid>  •'  I  rer 
^embered  Gpd,  and  was  troubled}  t  refufcd  to  he  com- 
forted.^* Nay>  but  true  love^  in  the  fight  of  God,  wilj 
inaJce  a  man  take  no  comfort,  or  fail^faOiionJn^any  thing, 
V/hil^  the  beloved  is  gone.  And  again^  it  makes  a  raaii 
have  common  friends  and  foes  yi^ith  him^  and  'it  inake^ 
his  ca^fe  their  caufe  t  yea>  it  m^kes  them  more  trou- 
bled at  any  difhoiiour  done  to  him^  than  ai)y  affront  of- 
fered to  themfelvesk  If  they  fee  Chriil  honoured,  theip 
heart  rejoices  5  and  if  othef  wife,  their  hearts  axe  forf 
^ffllded. 

Fuf ther>  I  faid  OA  this  head,  that  this  purity  a£ls  ia 
the  fight*  and  prefence  of  God  t  the  man  fets  God  before 
him,  acknovyledgiiig  him  in  all  his  ways ;  defiritig  to  do 
pothing  without  his  counfel>  and  to  do  every  thing  by 
the  direftion  and  cottduil  of  his  bleffed  Spitit^ 

Finally,  I  affirmed,  upon  this  head,  that  this  purity  aO:? 
in  the  fight  and  presence  of  GQd>  as  being  the  produft  ojf 
his  hoiy  Spirits  This  is  tfue  purity  in  God's  figlit^  that 
is  the  produdlion  of  his  holy  Spirit,  in  his  gracious  faving 
influences.  Nothing  paffes  current  in  heaven^  but  \yhat  14 
CQined  there,  and  comes  out  of  it.    The  thing  that  ypu  do 

?ourfelf,  man,  woman,  it  wants  the  king's  ftamp  upon  itt 
Vhofe  fuperfcriptionhath  it  i  It  is  but  the  produftof  youp 
,6wtt  b^eart*  But  that  only  which  is  the  friiit  of  the  Spirit 
pf  God,  is  good  and  pure  in  his  fight*  If  yoy  bring  falle 
coin  to  a  kit\g,  that  you  haye  coined  yourfelf,  or  if  it  l^ 
difcovered  that  ypu  have  done  it^  ypu  p^t  yoprfelf  ia 
hazard  pf  death  thereby  :  eycn  fo„  your  duties,  that  have 
mot  the  right  jilaiap^  an^  ^herein  ypvL  haye  not  been  ia- 
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fluenced  by  the  Spirit  and  grace  of  God,  inftcad  of  faving 
you,  they  put  you  in  hazard  of  death  and  damnation. 
2.  This  purity  in  Ood's  fight,  which   is  its  gofpel- 
.  perfection,  implies  a  man*s  having  all  the  members  of 
the  new  creature.     The  child  newborn^  if  it  hath  all 
its  members,  it  is  a  perfeft  child,  though  it  is  far  from 
.  being,  perfeft  in  all  rerpe<Sls ;  it  is  far  from  having  per- 
feft   wit,   perfcft  ftrength,    perfect  knowledge,   perfeft 
prudence,  &c. ;  but  it  is  perfeft,  in  refpedl  that  it  hath 
all  the  needful  parts  of  the  body.     So  this   gofpel-per- 
fedtion  of  purityr  is,  When  a  man  hath  all  the  habits  of 
grace;    and   when  faith>   love,   hope,  humility,   zeal, 
^nd  all  the.fruitaof  the  Spirit  are  planted  in  the  foul: 
■'■when  all  thefe  members,  which  make  up  th6  new  man, 
are  perfeft,  then  is  a  matt   pure   in  the  fight  of  God. 
A  man  may  have  a  great  deal  of  fair  otitward  fliew  be- 
fore the  world,  and  yet  have  not  one  of  thefe  members 
of  the. new  creature  at  all;    not  one  fruit  of  the  Spirit 
'planted   in  the  foul;    not  one  habit  of  grace  :    he  ads 
from  a  natural  confcience,  and  froni  a  common  convic- 
tion of  fin  and   duty;    and   though  it  be  by   common 
grace  that  he  is  enabled  to  do  any  thing,  yet  the"  ftrength 
of  nature  is  ftill  morfe  than  any  ftrength  of  grace  receiv- 
■e<T,  and  fa  it  turns  all  to  itfelf.    As  when  you  caftclean 
Svater  into  a  puddle,  it  becomes  all  puddle:  fo  here,  all 
is  turned  to  felf ;  and  the  man  a£ls  from  felf  as  his  prin- 
ciple,  and  for  felf  as  his  end.     The  believer  is  perfedt  in 
•  this  refpefl,  as  to  the  pcrfeflion  of  parts,   iii  oppofition 
to  the  unbeliever.     And  fame  believers,  in  this  refpeft, 
'arc  more  perfefl  than  others,  even  ais  to  the  perfedion 
of  parts  :    for,  though  all  believers  have  the  habit  of  all 
graces,   yet  it  may  be  fuch,  as   they  have  not  the  exer- 
cife  of  fome  graces ;  like  children  that  are  born  with  their 
,hands  and  legs  indeed,  but  they  are  lame  from  the  womb, 
.ha-^^e  not  the  exercile  of  them  ;    and  they  continue  fo 
'ftill.    This  imperfeftion  even  fome  believers  may  labour 
iinfler.     Here  is  one  that  hath  ftfong  faith,  lively  hope, 
fervent  zeal,   and   fome   good   works  that  difcovers  it: 
but  it  may  be  they  are  defedive  in  point  of  humility, 
ipieekn^fs,    fobriety,  brotherly-kindr.ers,   and    the    like. 
There  is  another,  ^petU^^a  a  gracious  perfon,  that  hath 
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much  love,  meeknefs,  fweetoefs  of  temper,  brotherly, 
kindnefs  ;  but  extremely  defeflive  in  .zeal  for  the  de- 
clarative glory  of  G:)d,  i'o  as  he  doth  tiot  Valiantly  con- 
tend for  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  faints.  But,  wheii 
one  hath  all  thefe  hiibitSj  and,  together  with  the  habit^ 
the  exercife  of  them  all,  then  that  perfdn  may  b^  faid 
to  have  an  evangelical  peifc^dlon,  and  to  be  pure  ia 
God's  fij^ht. — Let  this  be  another  rule  and  help  to  tr/ 
yourfelves  by. 

3.  This  gofpel-perfeftion  implies  a  perfoii's  having 
all  the  fpiritual  fenfes  of  the  new  creature,  and  the  lively 
cxercif::  of  them;  ''  Strong  nleat  belonge.h  to  th^m  that 
are  of  full  age^  even  thofe  who,  by  reafon  of  ufe,  have 
their  fenfes  exercifed  to  difcern  both  good  and  evil,'* 
Heb.  V.  14*  Voil  may  go  td  fome  places;  and  you  will 
fee  very  lively  pi£lures,  and  as  conlely  to  behold  as- ever 
man 'or  wonianj  vvith  an  excellent  ruddiricfs  in  their  face : 
and,  at  a  diftance,  you  would  think  they  have  life:  WcU^ 
but  they  have  no  fenfes;  and  far  lefs  have  they  any  ex- 
ercife of  ferifes  :  '*  Tiiey  have  eyes,  but  fee  hot ;  ears^ 
but  hear  not;  nofes,  but  fmell  riots"  they  have  rid  fenfe^ 
no  feeling.  Here  is  a  fad  blemifll  and  defe£t;  Thus 
rnany  idol  Chrillians  there  are^  that  are  riierely  painted 
images,  and  exaftly  drawn;  -Lodk  td  them,  sltld  compare 
them  vvith  fome  real  Chriftiansi  yon  would  think  theni 
far  fuperidr  to,  arid  beyond  them.  ^  0 !  there  is  no  com- 
parifon  between  that  poor  filly  creature,  and  this  nian^ 
who  is  fo  much  ex-tolled  for  his  witj  readings  gravity^ 
fobriety,and  the  like.  Vet  theomnifcierit  eye  of  JtrtovAH 
may  fe^  his  blemifties  and  defefits,  and  want  df  fpiritual 
fenfes,  which  he^dnly  hath  the  appearance  of  before  men; 
but  the  other  hath  in  reality  before  God:  yet  this  raan^ 
who  is  pure  in  the  fight  df  Godj  may  feem  to  be  no* 
thing  in  cdmparifdn  of  the  other,  that  cafts  fuch  a  dafh^  ' 
and  cuts  fuch  a  figure.  If  one  who  hath  many  blemifti- 
es and  defedts  in  his  body,  ft  and  befide  a  lively  well 
<lone  pifture,  what  a  bafe  creature  doth  he  appear  be- 
fide that  lively,  well-proportidned  image !  yet  notwith- 
ftanding  he  hath  that  perfeftion  of  life  and  fenfe,  which 
4he  image  wants  :  fo,  here  is  one  that  yon  would  think 
he  hath  faith,  love^  knowledge^  and  all  the  memUer^ 
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ef  the  new  creature ;  but,  alas  I  the  great    matter  is, 
the  want  of  ipiritual  life  and  fenfes. 

(i.)  Ttiey  have  not  tlieir  feeing;  they  have  »o  true 
fetih,  or  fpiritoal  difccrning  :  ''  They  have  eyes,  but  fee 
not  ;'*  they  have  eyes;  that  is,  they  Imve  an  image  oC 
foith,  a  furm  of  knowiccl;^'-*;  but,  in  feeing,  they  fee  not; 
few  they  want  the  Spirit  of  vrifdom  and  revelation  in  the 
knowleii^  of  God. 

(x.)  They  want  their  hearrng  ;  they  are  deaf  to  the 
things  of  God  :  ♦•  They  have  ears^  but  hear  not  :*'  they 
have  eafs  ;  that  is,  they  have  an  iiptaking  of  words; 
but,  in  bearings  they  hear  not.  If  you  fay  to  them. 
Did  yoa  hear?  Yea,  fays  the  man,  I  ara  not  deaf. 
Well,  (Kd  yon  underfland  ?  Yea,  perhaps  better  than 
yourfelf,  fay  they.  •  Yet  after  all,  they  do  not  hear  the 
roice  of  God  in  the  law,  fo  as  to  awaken  their  confci* 
ence ;  nor  the  voice  of  God  in  the  gofpel,  fo  as  to 
quicken  their  fouls :  they  hear  not  his  voice  in  the  rod, 
fo  as  to  humHe  them;  nor  in  his  mercies,  fo  as  to  melt 
them,  and  eitgage  them  to  himfelf. 

(3..)  They  want  their  feeling;  they  feel  not  their  fins 
that  are  ftnlcrng  them  down  to  tlie  pit.  Though,,  perhaps, 
they  are  called  nrcn  of  fcnfe  ;  yet  they  have  no  fenfe 
this  way  :  they  feel  neither  the  fin  of  their  nature,  nor 
the  plagnes:  of  their  heart :  they  have  no  feeling,  either 
of  the  guilt  of  fin,  or  the  power  of  fin.  They  do  not 
feel  iin  in  the  fad  of  it,  the  fault  of  it,  the  fchh  of  it, 
the  folly  of  it,  the  fountain  of  it,  the  fruits  of  it. 

(4.)  TIktj^  want  fmeihng;  they  find  no  fweet-fmelling 
favour  in  divine  things:  "  They  have  nofes,  but  fnieli 
not."'^  They  are  all  nofe,  as  to  other  things;  they  fraelt 
what  is  moRfor  tlieir  profit,  credit,  and  honour  :  bul 
they  never  find  the  ill  Iniell  that  is  upon  error  and  fm. 
They  can  rtay  in  the  places  where  God^s  name  is  pro- 
faned, his  truths  wounded,  and  his  people  mocked,  and 
rot  be  afF>j6ted  with  th-e  ill  fmell  thereof.  And,  on  th« 
cth^r  hand,  they  can  hear  Chrill  tendered,  grace  pro* 
claimed,  and  the  gofpel  promulgated,  and  yet  never  he 
Tavifhed  with  the  fweet  favour  thereof. 

(5.)  They  want  their  tailing ;  they  tafte  not  the  bit- 
tcrncfs  of  iln>  on  the  <;ne  hand^  fo  as  to  iee  it  to  be  aa 
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evil  and  bitter  thing ;  nor  the  fweetaefs  of  the  word  of 
grace,  on  the  other  hand,  fo  as  to  prize  it  more  tliaa 
their  neceffary  food.    * 

No\jf,  if  we  try  our  purity  by  this  rule,  it  wili  differ- 
ence fo  ue  b^iiievers  from  other  believers,  aad  all  be- 
liwV-rs  from  unbelievers. 

It  will,  in  the  firll  place,  diffjrence  forae  believer* 
from  oclier  believers :  yea,  the  moll  of  believers  may  fini 
thenifelves  djfeftive,  with  refpeft  to  this  pitfce  of  gofpel 
pertedlion,  in  purity  and  aolineli.  Here  is  a  believer, 
I  fhall  fuppvife,  that  hith  got  his  eyes  open;  but,  alas! 
l>e  hith  not  a  good  difcerning;  he"  n^ants  a  quick  un- 
derllandlng,  fo  as  to  difcern  either  between  precious, 
and  vile,  or  between  gO(xl  and  evil,  truth  a od  error;, 
yea,  he  is  readier  to  choofe  tliat  which  i^«  urrong,  tbaa 
that  which  is  right:  his  fenfes  are  vitiated  ;  he  hath  not, 
fo  'to  fpeak,  the  tafte  of  his  mouth.  Like  a  perfon  un. 
der  f6me  difeafe,  or  indifpofition,  that  calls  every  bit  of 
meat  that  he  makes  ufe  of  bitter ;  and  every  thing  he 
cats  tallelefs  :  even  fo,  fome  that  are  believers  xuay  bo 
fo  indifpofcd,  and  have  their  fenfes  vitiated^^  that  in  the 
bell  of  preacliing,  they  find  no  good ;  in  the  foundell; 
of  fermons,  they  fi'id  no  fweetnefs ;  in  thq  mod  plea* 
fant  gofpel- truths,  they  find  no  relifli,  efpecially  in  a 
day  of  contro verfy  s^bout  truth.  Tne  difcerning  of  fome 
believers  is  fo  fraUl,  that  they  know  not  truth  from 
error ;  but  halt  b^itween  two  opinions,  and,  may  be, 
fufpec^  every  word  that  is  faid,  and  walk  in  darknefs  j 
and,  perhaps,  fiJe  with  error  rather  than  with  the 
truth.  Buc  then  it  is,  that  gof|)el-perfe<a;ion  takes  place, 
when  all  the,  fpiritual  fenfes  are  prefent,'aQd  in  a  lively 
vivid  e.\erc*.fw-.  Many,  even  believers,  have  their  fenfes 
vitiated,  by  reafon  of  fpiritual  indifpoiiiion^  s^nd  want 
of  fpiritual  health,  which  weakens  every  f<jafe»  and 
every  member  and  limb  of  the  new  creature.  Some 
believers,  at  fome  times,  labour  under  a  difeafe  of  the 
confcience,  a  difeafe  of  the  un  lerllanding,  a  difeafe  of 
the  judgment,  even  about  necefiary  truth ;  lamenefs  ia 
hands,  and  feet,  arid  tongue,  fo  as  they  are  out  of  ca- 
pacity to  fpeak  for  God,  work  for  God,  and  walk  after 
Cod ;  and  this  lamenefs  and  indifpofuion  is  fometim^^ 
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obferveable  by  men ;  fo  Paul  faw  Peter  walking  with  a 
crooked  foot,  when  he  fymbolized  with  the  Jews,  an4 
diffembled,  inforauch  that  Barnabas  was  carried  away 
with  their  diffimulation ;  whereupon  he  reproved  him, 
and  withttood  him  to  the  face,  becaufe  he  faw  that  he 
walked. not  uprightly.  Gal.  ii.  ii, — -14.  But  whether 
it  be  difcernible  to  men  or  not,  yet  God  fees  and  obr 
ferves  all  the  failures,  in  point  of  gofpel-perfeclipn,  ip 
hpUnefs  and* parity.  ^ 

But,  in  the  next  place,  it  will;,nQtwithftanding,  dif- 
ference all  believers  from  unbelievers  :  for,  though  be-? 
lievers  have  their  hlemiibes,  by  fin,  yet  they  are  no| 
under  the  power  of  fin,  ^s  unbelievers  arc  :  and  though 
they  have  their  fenfes  many  times  vitiated^  yet  they  are 
not  altogether  dellitute  of  fpiritual  fenfes,  as  unbeliev- 
ers are.  The  graceiefs  man  may  have  his  natural  fenfr 
cs,  his  rational  fenfes,  and  common  fenfes  ;  but  no 
gracious  fpiritual  fenf<is.-r-The  man  hears,  but  he  is  a 
fenfelefs  hearer.  It  may  be,  indeed,  when  the  Lord  is 
much  with  the  fpeaker,  at  certain  times,  the  word  may 
have  fuch  impreffions,  that  the  natural  confcience  may 
be  roufed,  and  the  natural  aflfec:l:iQns  raifed :  but  to  have 
fpiritual  fenfes,  and  fpiritual  graces  exercifed,  that  he 
cannot  have,  being  dellitute  of  them ;  ^nd  fo,  at  beft, 
is  but  the  ^fenfelefs  hearer..  Spiritual  fleep,  and  deep 
fecurity  prevails  mightily  ;  fo,  that,  like  a  man  ,in  a 
found  fleep,  he  may  be  jogged  up  a  little,  and  fo  open 
his  eyes,  as  it  were,  a  little  ;  yet  he  is  incapable  of  dif- 
cerning  duty,  for  he  falls  over  again. — -The  man  prays; 
bat  his  prayers  are  fenfelefs  prayers  :  he  is  fepfel^fs  aa 
to  every  fpiritual  exercife. — -Tne  man  fings  in  the  fami- 
ly,  or  with  the  congregation,  by  .raifing  the  voice;  but 
be  hath  not  feufe  to  make  melody  with  his  heart  to  the 
I^ord. — :Try  your  gofpel-purity  and  perfeftion  by  thefe 
things. 

4.  This  gofpel-perfeftion  imports  a  conflant  advance- 
ruent  from  the  perfeclion  of  parts  to  the  perfeftion  of 
degrees  ;  a  preffing  towards  the  mark,  for  the  prize  of 
the  high  calling  of  God  in  Chrift  Jefas  ;  a  longing  for. a 
-  flate  of  perfection,  without  being  fatisfied  till  we  arrive 
^C  the  height  of  it*,  'Ltlu^^o  qwCq  perfection,' Heb.vi.i. 
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The  believer,  the  pure  and  holy  man,  •  he  aims  at  per- 
fe£t  light,  perfefl  knowledge  of  God,  perfe<3:  delight  in 
him;  iand  perfeft  love  to  men  ;  this  is  what  his  foiil' 
afpires  after:  and  the  Lord  reckons  this  man  according 
to  what  he  would  be  ai,  rather  than  what  l^e  is.  Kc' 
would  be  at  perteflion;  and  God  reckons  him  according' 
to  whac  he  fo  ardently  defires  after.  Legal  perfeftion 
he  hath  not,  in  hirafelf,  but  in  his  head,  Chrill,  who  is 
the  Lord  our  righteoufnefs  :  but  this  gofpel-perfedion 
he  hath  from  his  glorious  Head,  accoruing  to  the  mea- 
fure  of  the  communication  of  the  Spirit, '  mal-cing  him 
afpire  after  perfeQ:  fanctifioation.  For,  as  his  jufrifica- 
tion  is  perfeQ;  already  ;  fo  fliall  his  fan£lifi:.ation  be  per- 
fefiled  in  glory,  where  all  impurity  and  imperfedion  fhall 
be  done  away  ;  and  where  the  image  of  Chrift  {liall  he 
yifible  in  every  faint:  for.  they  fliall  be  like  him,  becaufe 
they  fliall  fee  him  as  he  is.  Now,  towards  this  gofpel- 
perfeftion  do  all  believers  natively  incline;  whereas^ 
unbelievers  have  no  fu,;h  high  aim.-t— By  thefe  things 
you  may  try  gofpeUpurity,  as  to  the  perfefticn  of  it. 

5thly,.  This  gofpel-purity  niay  be  tried  ^Ifo  by  the 
rneans  of  it.  Befides  what  I  faid  concerning  ihe  root  of 
purity,  examine  .  your  purity  likewife  by  the  means 
whereby  the  L^prdl  brings  it  about,  and  in  what  method> 
J  fliall  here  but  nanie  thefe  two  pr  three  things,  that 
may  be  grounds  for  your  trial  and  examination.  Th^ 
Lord  brings  about  this  gapt;l-purity,.  by  thefe  and  the, 
like  means* 

I.  B.y  difcoverttig  the  man*^  impurity  to  him.  Whoe- 
ver are  made  pure  in  the  eye  of  God,  are  firft  made  im- 
pure in  their  own  eyes.  The  text  fuppofes,  that  thofe 
who  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes,  are  impure  in  the  fight 
of  God  :  and  it  fays,  that  when  God  waflies  them  from 
their  fikhinefs,  they  are  not  pure  in  their  own  eyes.  ^ 
clear  convifilion  of  impurity,  of-fin,^  a.n<!  uncleannefs,,  is 
both  a  piece  of  purity,  a,nd  aifo.  a  mean  thereof*.  It  is 
a  part  of  hoUnefs.  to  have  eyes  to  fee  our  own-vilenefs 
and  wickednefs;  and  the  fight  thereof  i§  a.  mean  of  mak- 
ing the  creature  reftlcfs  and  uneafy  till  he  be  waflied. 
The  Lord,  when  he  hath  a  mind  to  purify  n  perfcn,  lets 
i^in;  fee  what  a  devil  he  is  ;  and.  what  a.  hell  of  wicked- 
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nefs,  and  what  al^lack  hoord  of  abominatioQ  is  within. 

And, 

2.  H3  doth  it,  hy  difcovering  his  grace   fU&d  wcrcy 

to  hiin.-^'lTi^  Lord  purifies  and  fanftifies  by  the  rcve. 

lation  of  his  grjjce  and  truth  ;  and,  indeed,  grace  and 

truth  comes  hy  Jefus  Ghrift  5   as  a  Prieft,  he  purchafes 

this  grace;  as  a  Prophet,  he  reveals  it;  and  as  a  King, 

be  applies  it.    And  this,  revelation  of  grace  bringa  fane- 

tification;  **  The  grace  of  God,  that  bringeth  falvation, 

hath  appeared  to  jail  men,  teaching  us,  that  denying  un. 

godlinefs  and  worldly  lulls,  we  fliould  live  foberly,  right* 

eoufly,  and  godly,  in  this  prefent  w6rld,"  Tit,  i.  n,  12. 

<<  Sanftify  them  through  thy  truth,  thy  word  is  tmth,'* 

John  xvii.  17.     In  this  revelation  of  the  grace  of  God 

in  Ghrift,  the  fountain  opened  is  feen  ;  even  the  fountain 

opened  for  fm  and  uncleannefs,  Zech,  xiii.  i.-^-*-The  mer* 

Ciful  government  of  God  in  Chrill  is  difcovered  ;    Tho 

foul  looks  on  this  King  of  Ifrael,  a^  a  merciful  Kingt 

'^^  And  Benhadad's  fervants  faid  Unto  him,  Behold,  now, 

we  have  heaird  that  the  kings  of  Ifrael  are  merciful  kingsj 

let  us,  I  pray  thee,   put  fackcloth  upon  our  loins,  and 

ropes  upon  our  heads,  and  go  out  to  the  king  bf  Ifrael, 

beradventure  he   will  fave  thy  life,'*   i  Kings  xx.  31. 

The  foul  now  counts  thefe  fubjefts  happy,  that  fland  be^ 

fore  fuch  a  King  5  *^  Happy   are   thy  men,   happy  arp 

thefe  thy  fervants,  which  ftand  continually  before  thee, 

"and  that  hear  thy   wifdoni,^'    1  Kings  x.  8.     Now  this 

foul  laments  its  bondage   to  other  lords,  Jfa.  x?:vi.  13, 

and  ardently  defires  to  be  the  fubjefts   of  this  gracious 

and  glorious  King,     And  to  thus  the  I^prd  brings  to 

this  fanflity, 

3.  He  purifies  by  reconciling  the  heart  unto  God,  frotn 
the  fenfe  of  God's  being  reconciled  to  us.  The  faith  of 
God's  love  and  goodnefs  makes  the  fbul  fubitiit,  in  a 
loving  way,  and  lay  down  the  weapons  of  defiance.  As 
a  traitor,  having  found  the  gracious  favour  of  his  prince, 
\n  pardoning  his  treason  ;  his  naughty  heart,  that  before 
'was  full  of  treachery,  is  overcome  with  this  nndeferVed 
favour;  and  his  hatred  is  turned  intolovfe;  fo  it  is  herej 
when  the  finner,  the  traitor,  cotnes  tb  perceive  the  lote 
i)f  God,  in  pardoning  fuclv  ^  travtoV  and  rebel  as  he,  his 
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of  the  love  of  God  Vefiting  itfelf  in  the  death  Of  Chrift  j 
and  fo  the  faith  of  the.  blood  of  atonement  purifiea  th9 
heart,  and  frees  it  from  the  natural  enmity, 

4.  He  purifies  by  continual  fupplies  of  grace,  and  ftrength- 
cning  the  foul  to  wage  war  againft  fin,  and  ttrengthening 
it  againft  corruption.     There  are  feveral  ways  wheret^^ 
he  llrengthens  the  foul.   I  prefuppofe,  that,  by  this  time,* 
the  man  is  in  Clirilt,   and  beiipg  in  Chrill,   llrength  and 
virtue' comes  from  the  glorious  Head;  and  that  by  thefe 
and  the  Kke  means. ■-**'Soraetime3  he  llrengthens  by  mak- 
ing the  foul  look  again  and  again  to  Ghrilt,  as  having  all 
fulnefs  of  grace^  and  a  fulnefs  to  be  communicated;  and 
as  being  enaited  of  God  for  this  end,  to  communicate 
gifts,  and  graces,  and  the  Spirit  of  grace.  Ads  v,  31.—* 
Sometimes  he  ftrengthens  the  foul,  by  helping  it  to  plead 
the  promife  of  fanftific^tion.    The  believer  fees,  that  as 
he  is  ready  to  diftribute  of  his  fulnefs,  fo  he  is  faithful  to 
accomplilh  his  promife;  and  the  promifes  of  fanftificatioa 
are  manifold.     At  thefe  breafts  the  man  fucks  bjf  feith: 
%nd  ts  the  child  is  firengtfaened  and  aourilhed  by  fuck* 
ing  the  breaft  ;  fo  the  believer,  by  the  prayer  of  faith, 
fucks  from  the  promife  of  grace,  e.  g.  the  promife  of  thfe 
Lord  pardoning  iniquity,  tranfgreflion,  and  fin ;  and  fo  dc* 
Hves  llrength^— Sometimes  he  llrengthens  by  giving  tlic 
foul  fome  joy  and  comfort,  and  fo  encouraging  it  for  giving 
battle  to  the  enemies  5  Believing,  we  rejoice  j  and  rejoicing 
we  are  ftrpng ;  for,  the  joy  of  the  Lord  is  our  Ilrength, 
The  more  heavinefs,  the  more  weaknefe ;  but  the  mofe 
joy,  the  more  ftrength,  fo  the  more  purity.---Sometimea 
he  llrengthens  by  giving  the  Spirit  of  prayer,  and  helping 
to  wreftle  with  hira  for  the  Weffing;  **  I  will  not  let  thee 
go,  till  tlM}u  blefs  me,"  faid  the  patriarch  Jacob.    Thiia 
the  Spirit  helps  our  infirmities,  and  ti^aketh  intercefiioa 
fbr  us,  with  groanings  which  cannot  be  uttered.     The 
vpfalmift  experienced  both  the  energy  of  the  Spirit,  and 
the  effeft  thereof :  **  In  the  day  that  I  cried,  thou  anfwer^. 
^ft  me,  and  (Ifengthencdft  me  with  fl.r«ngth  in  my  foul,** 
Pf.  cxxHViii.  3. —-Sometimes  he  ftrengthens,  by  {hewing 
his  ttame  and  office  :  by  ftkewing  that  his  name  is  Jcsut, 
becanfe  he  faves  his  people  from  theif  fins;  and  that  it 
fe  his  office,  hli  Workj  his  t^ufinefs^to  fave  bv  bis.  ^v«.v 
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and  fandlify  by  his  Spirit,  and  purify  by  his  blood. — In  a 
word,  Sometimes  he  ftrengthens,  and  fo  carries  on  the 
begun  work  of  purity  and  {anftification,  by  reftoringthe 
foul,  and  gra^nting  manifold  recoveries  after  falls ;  by* 
bringing  tlie  man  out  of  this  and  the  other  horrible  pit, 
into  which  he  hath  fallen  by  his  iniquity;  for,  this  work 
of  purity  is  carried  on  thro'  many  vicijQTitudes  an^  chang- 
es;  through  many  crols  winds,  and  many  a  fevers  bat- 
tle, and  fad  victory  obtained  by  enemies;  through"  many 
fears  and  faintings.     Sometimes  the  man  falls  dQwn,  and 
then  he  gets  up  again;  fometimes  he  is  plunged,   as 
it  were,  into  the  bottom  of  hell,  in  refpeft  of  the  power 
of  fin,  and  the  blacknefs  of  the  pollution,  in  which  bei 
fees  himfelf  fo  mired  as  that  he  cannot  get  out ;    ^ind.  at 
other  times  he  is  lifted  up  to  the  raountain-top»  and  his ' 
feet  fet  U}X)n  the  high  places  of  Jacob,   Sometimes  he  is 
ready  to  give  clean  over ;   at  length  hope  doth  revive 
again ;  for  the  Lord  encourages  the  man  to.  hope,    by 
fpeakihg  into  the  heart,   or  rounding  into  the  foul  fucb 
a  word  as  that,  There  is  hope  in  Ifrael  for  all  this:  of 
fuch  as  word  as  that,  "  Fear  not ;  for  the  Lord  will  not 
forfake  his  people,  for  his  great  name's  fake,  bccaufe  it 
hath  pleafed  the  Lord  to  make  them  his  people"  i  Sam, 
xii.  20.  22, — By  thefe,  and  the  like  means,  the  Lordt 
encourages  the  foul  to  return,  after  his  lowed  falls ;  and 
raifes  hira  up,   as  Peter  was  raifed  from  his  fliameful 
downfal.     The  Lord  looks  toward  the  man  with  a  tcn^ 
der,  merciful,   and  compaffionate  eye ;   and  then,  he  is. 
ftrengthened  to  lament  his  fin,  to  weep  bitterly^  to  look 
up  to  the  Lord  for  grace  and  forgivenefs, 

Now,  by  thefe,  and -the  like  means,  doth  the  Lord, 
purify  the  foul,  and  carry  on  the  work;  and  fo  here  is. 
another  large  field,  wherein  you  may  roam,  to  try  and 
examine,  whether  you  know  thefe  things  to  your  ex- 
perience, or  not ;  whether  the  Lord  be  working  them, 
in  a  faving  manner,  in  your  foul ;  if  he  hath  purified^ 
and  is  purifying  you,  by  difcovering  your  impurity^  viz. 
by  the  revelation  of  his  grace,  by  killing  your  enmity 
with  his  love,  and  by  flrengthening  your  foul,  in  the 
manner  I  liave  fliown. 

(Jtbly,  Let  us  now  e^;xmviv^  this  ^pfpel-purity  by.  thp 


Serm.  Xll.     OF  GOSPEL  PURITY  OPENED.         4H. 

end  of  it.  As  we  have  already  tried  this  point  by  tho 
root,  the  fruit,  the  parts,  the  perfection,  and  the  means. 
of  it ;  we  may  now  examine  this  gofpeUpurity  by  the 
gofpel-end  of  it.  I  (hall  not  enlarge  upon  this  here,  butr 
rather  refer  it  to  be  more  fully  fpoken  to  in  a  motive  up-, 
on  the  ufe  of  exhortation.  Only,  in  fo  many  words,  the? 
true  end  of  gofpcl-purity  and  fan£tificatioti,  is  not  ta 
pacify  confcience,  nor  to  fatisfy  juftice,  nor  to  purchafo 
heaven,  nor  to  work  out  a  righteoufnefs  for  our  juftifi^. 
cation ;  all  thefe  ends  are  legal,  and  the  propofing  of 
them  is  no  end  of  purity,  or  mark  of  holinefs  r  But  the 
true  end  of  gofpel-puriry  and  fanftification  is,  to  glorify* 
God,  to  edify  our  neighbour,  to  tcftify  our  gratitude  to 
God,  and  to  evidence  our  juftification,— 'Let  me  touch 
a  little  at  this  point. 

The  great  end,  I  fay,  of  purity  and  fanftification,  is 
not  to  be  a  ground  or  caufe  of  juillfication ;  but- to  be  a 
fruit  and  evidence  thereof.  *  The  grofs  ignorance  of  this 
point  of  doftrine,  in  the  prefeht  generation,  makes  it 
peceffary  to  inculcate  and  eltablifh  it,    . 

I .  The  great  end  of  gofpel-purity,  or  fanftification,'is not 
to  be  a  ground  or  caufe  of  jaftification.  They  who  think 
to  be  juilified,  pardoned,  accepted,  or  admitted  to  God's 
favour,  by  any  purity,  goodnefs,  righteoufnefs,  or  holi* 
nefs,  whether  done  by  them,  by  the  flrength  of  nature,  or 
wrought  in  them,  by  the  ftrength  of  grace,  they  overturn  - 
the  gofpel,  and  difqover  themfelves  to  be  llrangers  to  the 
nature  of  true  purity,  which  doth  not- work  a  righter 
oufnefs  for  jullification  ;  but  flows  from  jullification,  as 
flreams  from  a  fountain.  If  men  could  fly  to  heaven, 
by  the  wings  of  their  own  works  ;  or  get  up  there,  by 
the  ladder  of  their  own  righteoufnefs,  what  need  was 
there  that  God  fliould  fet  up  another  ladder  to  heaven 
for  VIS?  If  we  confult  Gen.  xxviii.  12.  we  will  find  that 
Jacob  gets  a  difcovery  of  a  ladder,  the  foot  whereof  did 
Itand  on  the  earth,  and  the  top  of  it  did  reach  heaven. 
Which  pointed  out  both  the  perfon  of  Chrift,  being 
God-man,  who  was  both  to  ftand  on  earth  and  reach  to 
heaven,  in  his  human  and  divine  natures  united ;  and 
alfo  the  office  of  Ghrift,  that,  as  Mediator,  was  to  recon* 
cUe  God  and  man,  b;^  tlie  facrifige  of  himfclC;  wxd.fe 
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join  heaven  and  earth  together,  the  moft  diftant  extremes, 
by  the  blood  of  his  crofs.  Heaven  is  acceffible  only 
by  afccnding  up  this  ladder,  viz.  Chhist,  the  Lord  our 
righteoufnefs.  O  Sirs,  it  is  a  great  word,  J  e  h  o  r  a  a 
our  righteoufnefs !  and  it  may  give  us  honourable 
thoughts  of  the  alone  ground  of  juftification.  The  me- 
rit and  righteoufnefs  of  Ghrift,  which  is  the  alone  ground 
of  jullification,  is  infinite  merit;  becaufe  of  the  erainency 
of  the  perfon,  being  God- man,  Jehovah  in  our  na» 
Cure,  fulfilling  the  law  by  his  olxidience  to  the  death. 
The  law  violated,  was  bat  a  creature ;  but  he  that  was 
Qiade  fubjeil  to  it,  is  the  Creator.  The  holinefs  of  the 
obeyer,  in  this  cafe,  exceeds  the  holinefs  of  the  law. 
What  a  noble  ground  of  juftification  is  here?  The  tranf* 
greffor  of  the  law  is  but  a  man ;  but  the  fatisfier  is  God* 
man,  whofe  obedience  brings  in  more  honour  to  the 
law,  than  if  men  and  angels  had  obeyed  for  ever.  Hence 
the  juftification  of  believers  is  perfe<^;  as  perfe£t  in 
time  as  ever  it  fliall  be  in  glory ;  becaufe  the  righteouf*. 
nefs  of  Chrift,  which  is  the  matter  of  our  juftification, 
is  the  fame  fur  ever :  and  perfe<5l  in  every  true  believer, 
whether  his  faith  be  weak  or  ftrong;  even  as  a  thoufand 
pound  received  by  a  palfified  hand,  is  a  thoufand  pound, 
as  well  as  a  thoufand  pound  received  by  a  healthful  hand. 
O  the  feciirity,  unchangcablenefs,  and  perfedlion  of  juf- 
'  tification!  Indeed;  the  fenfe  of  juftification  is  according 
to  the  degree  and  exercife  of  faith ;  but  the  truth  of  it  is 
according  to  the  truth  of  faith. 

Now,  this  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  and  no  purity;  no 
obedience,  no  grace,  no  holinefs  of  ours,  is  the  ground 
and  caufc  of  juftification.  And  if  you  have  gofpel  purity 
indeed,  -you  will  never,  if  you  be  in  your  right  i'cnfes, 
ipropofe  this  as  the  end  of  it^  namely,  that  you  may  be 
juftified ;  for  that  belongs  only  to  the  righteoufne'*s  of 
Chrift:  **  la  him  fliail  all  the  feedotlfrael  be  juftified,'* 
Ifa.  xlv.  25.     But, 

a.  This  purity  js  the  fruit  and  evidence  of  juftification: 

and  as  we  know  a  tree  by  its  firuit;  fo  may  we  know 

juftification  by  fanftification ;  "  Shew  me  thy  faith  by 

thy  works,'*  James  ii.  18.     We  are  to  ftiew  our  faith 

'«/  this  rightcouCnefe  of  Qhtvfi^  for  our  juHificaiion,  by 
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our  works  of  purity  and  fandUfication :  "  There  is  nqi 
condemnation  to  them  that  are  in  Chrill,"  Roin«  viii.  %f 
What  is  the  fruit  and  evidence  of  this  ?  Why,  they  walfc 
not  after  the  flcfh,  but  after  the  Spirit.  The  man  that 
is  a  good  tree,  a  juftificd  man^  will  bring  forth  goo4 
fruit.  The  good  fruit  doth  not  make  a  good  tree  ;  but 
the  good  tree  maketh  the  good  fruit :  fo,  the  fruit  of  fano . 
tification  doth  not  make  a  man  to  be  jullified ;  but  juf^ 
tification  maketh  a  man  produce  the  good  fruit  of  fano 
tification.  Herein  lies  tlie  diScrcnce  betweea  works  In 
the  new  covenant  of  grace,  and  works  in  the  old  covCf 
nant  of  works ;  or,  herein  differs  legal  and  evangelical 
purity.  In  the  legal  way,  work  is  firft :  and  then  jufti* 
ficatton  thereupon;  but  in  the  gofpel  way,  juftifioation ip 
firft ;  and  the  works  follow  thereupon.  So,  in  the  old 
and  new  Sabbath :  The  Sabl>ath  inftitirted  in  Paradifo 
was  the  feventh  day  in  order  after  Uie  fm  working  days; 
and.  was  fuited  to  man's  itate  of  innocency,  aiod  iiii 
xnoft  properly  belong  to  the  covenant  of  works,  wbkdi 
promifed  life  and  reft,  after  perfeSt  works  of  righteouf. 
iiefs  wrought  by  us;  *'  The  man  that  doth  tbefe  things, 
fhall  live  by  them,"  Ram,  x.  5. :  But  the  Ghriftian  S^ 
bath  is  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  before  our  fix  working 
days ;  and  fo  is  fitted  to  the  new  covenant,  which  proniifi- 
ledreft  to  the  confcience,  in  a  way  of  believing,  and  thi^ 
before  tl>cy  do  works  of  righteoufnefs :  but  thefe  wprkSy 
and  this  righteoufnefs,  do  necejTarily  attend  and  followr 
upon  juftification.  As  the  fame  day  that  the  watem 
went  off.  from  the  earth,  and  were  gathered  ittto  the 
fea,  the  earth  was  adorned  with  grafs,  herbs,  flowers, 
and  trees,  and  was  fruitful,  Gen.  i.  9.  u.;  fo  when  th^ 
deluge  of  wrath  -goes  off  from  the  foul,  in  juftifiicauoti, 
it  is  prelently  adorned  with  the  [^aces  of  the  Spirit,  and 
called  a  tree  of  righteoufnefs,  the  pl3n.ting  of  the  :LQr4, 
that  he  might  be  glortfied.  Wherever  a  ojaa  i-s  juftifc- 
edy  there  alfo  he  is  fatjftified  and  pi*f  ified.  If  yow  b^ 
juftified,  yoa  willlhew  it  fo,  as  it  may  be  evident  jcj^ 
yoiirfelf  and  others^  by  your  ftudy  oE  purity.  And  if 
you  be  purified,  you  will  endeavour,  through  gf^Qti, 
to  make  this  one  of  the  ends  thereof;  .and  this  wiU.he 
four  dsiign^  that  f onaaay  :S^w  lo  others^  a&d  b^  cm*^ 
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Vitiocd  yourfelf,  by  having  certain  evidence  of  your  be- 
ing juftified  :  for,  where  there  is  no  purity  at  all,  there 
is  no  evidence  at  all  of  juflification  and  pardon  ;  evert 
as  the  body  without  breath  is  a  body  without  life,  James 
ii,  2o,  Where  there  is  little  purity*  there  is  little  evi- 
dence of  juftification;  where  there  is  much  purity,  there 
will  be  the  cleafet  evidence  of  juftification.  Though 
the  Lord  can^  and  doth  fometimes  make  the  believer's 
juftification  evident  to  him,  in  other  ways  than  by  the 
evidence  of  it  in  fan£tification ;  and.  thdugh  juftifica^ 
lion  is  hot  up  and  down,  according  to  the  changes  id 
fanflification }  nay,  juftification  is  always _equal,  con- 
ftantly  the  fame,  always  perfect  in  the  believer;  like 
the  fun  in  the  firmament,  always  full,  whatever  wax- 
ings  and  weahings  there  hiay  be  in  the  moon  df  fanfti- 
ficationj  and  whatever  changes  take  place  in  it ;  and  be 
aought  to  be  afliired  of  this,  even  when  his  purity  and 
fanctificatiort  is  at  the  Idweft  ;  yea^  like  the  moon,  dif- 
jappearing  for  a  while  out  of  vieWi  Sufely,  he  is  not  to 
doubt ;  he  ought  not  to  doubt  of  his  juftification,  by 
Chrift's  fighteoufnefs  imputed^  becatife  df  the  weaning 
of  his  fanftification  by  a  righteoufnefs  imparted;  but 
where  there  is  no  imparted  grace  at  all  for  fanclification, 
tliat  a  man  can'  either  fee  in  himfelfj  or  reflect  upon^  as 
-what  he  hath  feen  fometlmesj  or  lamented  the  want  of; 
«where  there  is  nothing  of  all  this,  I  fay,  there  can  be 
no  comfortable  evidence  of.  fantlification.— ^Try  your- 
felves  then  by  thefe  things^  and  look  to  tlie  Lord  to  affift 
you  in  the  trial. 

I  fum  up  all  this  ufe  of  examtnatioii  with  thefe  quefti- 
ons.  If  you  be  wafhed  from  your  filthinefs,  lalk  you. 
Was  you  ever  fliaken  out  of  your  refuges,  of  lies,  your 
old  rotten  natural  faith  and  good  works  ?  Have  you 
^ver.been  brought  in  to  Chrift,  and  made  to  clofe  with 
him  for  wifdom,  righteoufnefs;  fanflification,  and  re- 
demption ?  Have  you.  ever  been  begotten  •  again  to_a 
•new  and  lively  hope,  through  fsrith  of  him  ?  Have  you 
■ever  known  what  it  is  to  have  Chrift  dwelling  in  your 
heart,  and  reigning  in  your  foul,  by  his  word  and  Spi- 
rit ?  Have  you  ever  known  what  it  is  to  have  faith 
working  by  love  ?    And  this  love  difcovering  itfelf  by  a 

love 
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love  and  refped  to  all  the  commandments  of  God| 
and  by  a  hatred  to  every  falfe  way  ?  If  you  can,  in  the 
fight  of  God,  anfwer  Yea  to  thefe  queftions,  then  I  can 
fay,  you  have  been  waflied  from  your  filthiriefs,  and 
made  partakers  of  gofpel-purity :  but  if  you  be  in  a  doubt 
about  it,  and  at  a  lofs.what  to  fay,  O  live  not  content- 
edly in  a  doubtful  ft  ate,  but  feck  that  the  Lord  would 
refolve  your  doubt,  and  that  you  may  find  the  matter 
refolved  to  you  by  the  Lord  himfclf.  If  you  never 
found  any  of  thefe  things,  and  are  not  an  abfolutc 
•ftranger  thereto,  O  man,  Avoman,  who  are  in  that  cafe, 
however  pure  you  are  in  your  own  eyes,  yet  you  are 
not  waftied  from  your  filth inefs;  and  while  the  filth  of 
fin  remains,  the  guilt  remains  alfo ;  and  while  the  guilt 
•remains,  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  upon  you ;  and 
therefore,  as  you  regard  the  glory  of  God,  and  your 
eternal  falvation,  fly  for  your  life  out  of  that  ftate;  take 
no  reft  there,  but  go  immediately  to  God,  and  cry  ear- 
neftly  to  him,  *  That  he  may  pity  you,,  and  purge  you, 

*  and  wafti  you,  for  his  name's  fake.'  Tell  him,  *  Lord, 

*  what  will  all  things  avail  me,  if  I  live  and  die  in  my 

*  fins,  and  perifti  forever?' — ^May  the  Lord  hirafelf  direft 
you. 

S  E  R  M  O  N    XIII. 

P  R  O  V.    XXX.   12. 

77?erc  is  a  generation  that  are  fnire  in  their  own  eyes,  and  yet 
*  is  not  n»aJhedfrom  their  Jiltbiiiefs. 

[The  Cxth  Sermon  on  this  Text.] 

np  HE  judgment  of  God  is  according  to  truth  ;  and 
'    -■"     it  is  by  the  judgment  of  God  we  ftand  or  fall:    It 

is  not  what  this  or  that  man  judgeth  us  to  be,  or  v«hat 
'•wc  ourfelves  ijnaginc  we  arc,- that  will  contribute  to  our 
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fafefty*  or  bear  us  out;  for  we xanoot  judge  rights  utt* 
Jel?  vi^e  judge  of  ourfelves  according  to  the  word  of  God; 
aud  to  judge  of  ourfelves  thus,  is  to  judge  according  as 
God  judgeth.  What  God  takes  us  to  be^  that  we  arei 
but  we  are  not  always  what  we  tak^  ourfelves  to  be. 
Sonne  take  thcrafelves  to  be  ChrilHans,  who  yet  atc  but 
Antichriftiansk  Some  take  thelnfelves  to  be  friends  to 
God,  who  yet  are  enemies ;  "  There  is  a  generation 
(hvit  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes;  and  yet  Is  not  waihefl 
from  their  filthinefs.'' 

A  genetatiou  of  finners,  that  11  v?  in  fin  impenitently, 
do  make  room  for  a  deluge  of  wrath*  One  Achaa 
trojiibles  the  whole  camp  of  Ifra^l :  ?tnd  what  wr^lh  thnp 
njay  multitudes  of  fuiners  bring  upon  a  church  and  peo* 
pU  !  The  text  fp^aks  of  a  multitude  ;  and^  perhaps, 
multitudes  of  impure  and  unfandiiied  finners  were  neye^r 
gr^9Lter  than  at  this  day  whereix^  we  live }.  and  hence  it 
i(&  a  day  of  wr^th :  for,  it  could  never  be  more  truly  faifl 
in  any  period,  than  of  our  day,**  There  is  a  generation 
that  are  pure  in  their  own  eyesj  and  yet  is  not  w^flied 
from  their  filthinefs.'* 

We  have  already  improven  this  do£trine  in  an  ufe  of 
information,  lamentation,  reproof,  and  examination  j  yic 
now  proceed  to  another  ufe  of  the  point* 

The  fifth  ufe  that  we  make  of  the  doftrine  fhall  be  for 
terror  to  all  that  are  not  wafhed  frqm  their  filthinefs ; 
but  are  filthy  ftill,  impure  Hill ;  were  never  renewed, 
never  purified,  never  lanftified:  but  remain  under  the 
power  of  fin  and  corruption ;  and  are  utter  ftfangers  to 
all  that  purity  that  hitherto  I  have  been  fpeaking  of. 
There  is  ground  of  terror  to  all  the  wicked  of  the  world, 
that  are  altogether  filthy,  and  to  believers,  who  are  part- 
ly fo,  and  do  not  watch,  but  indulge  therafelves  -muclj 
in  imparity. 

I  ft,  This  dodrine  affords  ground  of  terror  to  the 
wicked,  that  never  were  wafhed  from  theit  filthinefs, 
,byt  ane  going  pa  in  a  courfe  of  fin,  drunlvennef^,  >vhose- 
dom,  revelling,  and  all  manner  of  immoralities,  Alas, 
Sirs !  conlkier  bow  miferable  you  are^  and  are  Uke  to 
fac«    Look  to  your  fa^  .an4  si^'Hm^  gs^e  }»  life,  19  (}ej»tih, 

and 
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and  at  the  day  of  judgement;  And  O  if  the  Lord  would 
awaken  your  confcierice^  ferioufly  to  pondfer  your  dan- 
gerous fituation. 

[1.]  Look  to  and  be  perfuaded  of  itj  that  you  are 
truly  miferable  in  life.     And, 

1.  While  in  that  impure  flate^  you  are  an  utter 
ftranger  to  God ;  "  At  that  time  ye  t^-ere  without 
Ghrift,  beinjj  aliens  from  the  commonwealth  of  Ifrael, 
and  ftranger^  frortt  the  covenant  of  promife,  liaving  no 
hope,  and  without  God  in  the  world,"  Eph.  ii.  12.  You 
are  without  God,  thej  author  of  hope  ;  vVithout  Ghrill, 
the  foundaiion  of  hope;  without  the  covenant  of  promife, 
the  ground  of  hope ;  without  the  grace  of  hope:  you  are 
in  a  hopelefs  cafe,  vvhile  you  refufe  to  fly  for  refuge  to 
the  hope  fet  before  you  ;  to  Ghrift,  for  wifdom,  righte- 
oufnefs,  and  fanfiliification,   • 

2.  You  are  contrary  to  Godj  and  Odd  is  cCntrary- 
tb  you ;  your  nsitiire  is  contrary  to  God,  and' God's 
liatui-e  is  oppofite  to  you<  Your  priiiciplesj  your  prac- 
tice, your  nature,  your  aims^  your  mind,  your  affec- 
tions, are  all  oppofue  to  God,  while  you  ate  altogether 
filthy.        •  *  .  ""* 

3.  You  are  out  of  cafe  for  comhiunidtl  ^ild  felldwlhip 
with  God.  What!  communion. between  light  and  dark- 
iiefs!  Nay;, you  have  communion  and  fatniliarity  with 
the  devil:  The  ilrong  man  armed  keeps  the  houfe.  The 
whole  world  lieth  in  wickednefs^  in  time,  in  the  arms 
of  "the  wicked  one.  You  are,  as  it  were,  faft  lulled 
afleep  in  the  arms  of  the  devil.    . 

4.  You  are  a  flave  and  a  drudge  to  every  lui^.  And^ 
alas  !  what  ba'e  degeneracy,  that  now,  your  immortal 
foul  is  a  drudge  to  the  devil,  a  flave  to  luft>  a  fervantof 
fin,  and  an  affociate  with  the  wicked  ! 

5.  You  are  under  the  curfe  while  in  that  fuuatiop. 
See  what  a  number  of  dreadful  curfes  you  are  under^ 
mentioned  Deut.  x^viii. ..!«;, — -20.  **  Curfed  fhalt  thou  be 
in  the  city,  and  Curfed  fhalt  thou  be  in  the  field.  Curfed 
Ihall  be  thy  balket  and  tby  ftore.  Curfed  fliall  be  the  fruit 
of  thy  body,  and  the  fruit  of  thy  land,  the  increafe  of  thy 
kine,  and  the  flocks  of  thy  flieep.  Curfed  fhalt  thou  be 
when  thou  comeft  in,  and  curfed  flialt  thou  b€  when  tlio\i 

Vox.  I.  D  d  -     ^^^^ 
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goeft  out/*  &c.  Curfed  in  your  name,  it  fliall  rot; 
curled  in  yonrfhoure,  it  is  the  habitation  of- the  wkked; 
curfed  in  all  your  religious  performances,  for  your  pray- 
er is  an  alxjminiuion  to  the  Lord;  and  curfed  in  all  your 
civil  aelions,  for  the  very  plo\ving  of  the  wicked  is  fin. 

6,  You  are  under  all  the  difmal  eyils  that  attend  this 
impurity  ;  fu  jh  as,  to  be  abhorred  of  Ood,  a  tornaent  to 
yourfelf,  ufelcfs  in  the  world,  an  apollate  from  God,  aa 
objeil  of  wrath,  and  at  lall  excluded  from  heaven. 

(i.)  One  evil  attending  this  impure  ftate,.  is,  that  the 
nian  is  abhorred;  he  is  an  objeft  of  God*3  abhorrence,  if 
he  be  filthy  ttill;  for,  "  God  is  of  purer  eyes  tlian  to  be- 
hold ini'.'j'jity;"  and  be  cannot  behold  it  fo  as  to  take 
pleafure  in  the  finner.  Do  you  think  that  God  can  take 
pleufure  m  a  man  who  is  wallowing  in  his  fin  ?  No ; 
there  mull  be  a  covering  from  the  eyea  of  God's  holi- 
nefs  :  and  I  know  no  covering  and  man  lie  biit  one  of 
two,  either  tl^  red  fcarlet  covering  of  the  Redeemer's 
blood ;  or  the  dark  and  black  mantle  of  avenging  wrath 
to  eternity,  to  vail  it  from  the  eyes  of  the  omnifcicnt " 
and  omnipotent  God. 

(2.)  Anotlier  evil,  befide  what  hath  been  mentioned^ 
is,  that  this  impurity  is  a  torment  totlie  man.  So  mucli 
defilement,  fo  mfich  vexation  ;  and  the  more  purity,  the 
more  peace  and  inward  ferenity  ;  "  Great  peace  have 
they  that  love  thy  lav,  and  nothing  fliall  oflfend  ilieni ; 
but  no  |>e*i'Cc%  faith  my  CJod,  to  the  wicked.'* 

(5.)  There  is  this  evil  in  it  alfo;  this  impurity  makes 
a  m  ui  ufelcfs  in  the  world.  A  man  that  is  wallowing  in 
wickerlnefs,  he  is:  tire  nTOil  u'blefs  creatnre  in  the  world; 
that  which  the  plalmift  calls  altogether  filthy,  the  apoitle 
q'loling  it,  Rom.  iii.  12.  calls  it  aUop:ether  unprofitable; 
to  let  us  fee,  that  the  man  that  is  altogether  filthy  or 
defiledf  lie  is  as  ufclefs  as  a  veflfel,  the  nafiinefs  of  which 
13  fo  incorporated  witli  k,.  tliAt  it  can  never  be  ufed 
again. 

(4.J  This  defilement  nrakes  way  for  apoflacy.  The 
man  that  Isdellitute  ofgofpel  purity,  is  in  a  ftate  where- 
in he  is  capable  of  total  apoftacy.  The  true  gold  wilt 
abide  the  fire  ;  but  the  furnace  carries  olF  the  drofs- 
The  good  wheat  will  abide   the  wind ;  bat  the  wind 
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carries  away  the  chaff.  "  They  altogether  filthy  are  j 
'Tiiey  all  afiJe  are  gone.'^  What  makes  lb  inuch  defec- 
ation and  apollacy  in  our  d;iy  ?  Why,  men  abandon  their 
profeflioii,  abandon  their  principles^  grow  remifs  in  their 
pradices,  relinqaifh  their  firll  ^eal,  and  leave  their  firft 
love:  vvhy^  they  are  defiled;  they  are  not  waflied  from 
their  filthittefsi 

(5.)  This  defilement  makes  way  for  wrath  and  judg- 
ment td  be  poured  forth;  '*  Fdr  thefe  things  cometh 
the  wrath  of  God  upon  th^  children  of  difobedience,'* 
GoU  iii.  6.  Trouble  and  anguilh  tb  every  foul  of  man 
that  doth  evil;  for,  *'  The  vVrath  of  God  is  revealed  from 
heaven,  againft  all  ungodlinefs  and  linrighteoufnefs  o( 
man,"  Roiiii  i.  18.  A  day  6(  wrath,  a  day  of  calamity 
5s  threatened^  becaule  of  the  impurity  of  the  generation, 
that  are  not  waflled  from  their  filthirteft; 

(6.)  This  defilement  excludes  from  heaVetl.  No  pol- 
lution can  dwell  in  the  higher  hdufe  J  when  it  began  to 
ent^r^  the  authors  of  it  were  call  dowil  to  hell :  '*  There 
fhall  in  nowife  enter  into  it  ^ny  thing  that  defileth,  or 
that  worketh  abo  ninatibn,  or  niaketh  a  lye,"  Rev.  xxi. 
^7.     Is  not  all  this  rrtoft  terrible  \ 

[2.]  As  you  are  miferable  in  life,  fo  you  will  be  mi- 
ferable  at  death  :  then  confcience  begins  to  roar  ;•  for 
its  black  book  is  opened,  and  the  Idng  roll,  the  black 
roll  of  fins  appear  ;  and  then  the  devil,  who  lulled  you 
afleep  in  fin,  and  tempted  ydu  to  fin,  will  prefent  the 
Ireinoufnefs  thereof,  and  tempt  you  to  defpair.  Then 
3'our  friends,  relations,  comforts,  and  enjoyments  of  the 
world,  will  bid  you  an  eternal  adieu  :  and  then  no 
more  offers  of  Ghrift,  or  grace,  or  falvation.  Sin,  the 
lling  of  death,  not  being  taken  away^  death  will  be 
moll  terrible  and  dreadful*  When  the  awful  nleffenger 
approaches,  with  his  difmal  appearance,  armed  with  hi^ 
mortal  dart^  ready  in  an  inftant  to  ftrike  through  the 
miferable  creature,  with  what  aniazernent  will  the  poor 
foul  be  filled !  How  unwelcon)e  will  the  near  approach 
of  this  mighty  conqueror  be  to  the  poor  finner! 

[3.]  The  polluted  foul  will  not  only  be  miferable  at 
death,  but  alio  at  the  day  of  judgment :  for;  Ghriil  will 
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be  revealed  from  heaven,  taking  vengeance  on  them  who 
know  not  God,  and  obeyed  not  the  gofpeL  Then  the  aw- 
ful and  final  fentence  will  be  pronounced,  ''  Depart  from 
rne,  ye  curfed!"  Ait!  terrible  fcnteiice  !  "  Depart  from 
iwcP*  Depart  from  the  chief  good  and  h^ippinefs,  to  be 
naireruble  to  eternity!  In  this  fentence  is  wrapt  up  all 
niifery;  and  what  will  fruftrate  all  the  vain  expcclations 
of  the  wicked  at  that  day.  If  you  fliould  fay,  O  !.  let  us 
not  go  far  away:  Nay;  depart  from  me,  out  of  rny  fight 
and  prefence;  and  that  is  far  enough  to  them;  for  ever 
b.anlfhed  from  the  prefence  of  God,  the  prefence  oFbtifs. 
O!  if  we  muft  depart,  let  us  depart  with  a  bicffing: 
No,  depart  from  me,  ye  curfed  ;  depart  with  the  curfe 
of  God,  the  wrath  ond  vengeance  of  God  !  .  O  !  if  we 
inufi:  thufe  depart,  let  us  go  to  a  good  place :  No,  depart 
from  me,  ye  curfed,  into  fire  ;  the  place  of  torment, 
the  place  of  perdition,  the  place  of  burning.  O  i  if  it 
rauil  be  to  fire,  let  it  be  but  for  a  fhort  time/,  No,,  no; 
depart  to  everlafiing  fire,  to  dwell  there  through  an  .end- 
lefs  eternity  ;*  depart  to  everlafling  fire,  fire  that  cannot 
be  quenched;  "  Where  the  worm  dieth  not,  and  the  fire 
is  not  quenched."  O  !  if  it  mud  be  fo,  let  us  depart 
with  good  company ;  let  us  have  fomeheartiome  company 
with  us;  No,  by  no  means  ;  depart  with  the  devil  and 
his  angels.  Gh!  the  miferable  cafe  of  ihofe  who  live 
anddie  in  their  fin!  They  mud  be  fent  to  the  devour- 
ing Tophet !  to  fvvim  for  ever  in  the  river  of  .fire  and 
brimfione  ?  Ah  !  dreadftil  date  !  You  will  appear  be- 
fore the  judgment-feat  in  the  devil's  livery;  and  muft 
fliare  of  his  mifery  to  eternity.  Inconceivable  and  per- 
manent mifery  ! 

2dly,  This  dodlrine  affords  ground  of  terror  alfo  to 
believers,  who,  though  they  are  wafiied  habitually  from 
their  filthinefs,  yet  ly  under  much  aftual  pollution,  with- 
out due  application  to  the  fountain  ;  there  is.  ground  of 
terror  from  this  do£lrine  to  fuch.  Though  we  cannot 
preach  the  fame  terror  to  them,  as  to  the  \yick^d  ;  and 
cannot  fay  they  ihall  be  condemned,  or  go  to  hell,  or 
yet  become  liable -to  the  curfe  of  the  la,w  ;  yet  the  Lord 
hath  a  rod  for  the  back  of  his  children :  If  they  break 
his  Jaw,  though  Vie  patdou  xXx^vc  ^\sv^  ^"^  ^^^  ^^^7  ^^^^ 
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vengeance  on  their  inventions.  And  we  are  not  to  think 
light  of  the  rod  of  corre£tion  and  chailifement,.  vvhich 
the  Lord  miy  ufe  with  his  children,,  who  are  unwatch- 
ful ;  for  there  is  fomeching  very  terrible  therein,,  wiiat- 
ever  way  we  view  it,  either  with  rel'pe^. to  .temporal,; 
fpiritual  or  eternal  matters,  .  . 

[i.]  There  is  fomething  very  terrible  in  the  cha (life- 
meats  of  Gvxl,  with  refpecl  to  temporal  concerns.   Andy 

1.  The  rod  miy  be  upon  your  body,  in  fore  ficknefs^ 
fevers,  gouts,  grivels,  tormenting  pains;  fuch  as  thefe 
we  read  of,  Dear,  xxviii.  58,  59.  and  ver.  22.  27.  The 
Lord  may   pat  you  upon  the  rack  day  and  night,   w.:th 

.  excruciating  pains,  and  agonizing  torments.     Is  not  this 
a  dreadful  rod  ?  ,  "  . 

2.  The  rod  may  be  heavy  In  refpeft'of  your  families; 
heavy  fickri^fs  and  afili£tions  upon  your  hulband,  wife, 
and  children.  The  Lord  may  make  your  children  a 
crofs  to  you,  your  relations  a  burden  to  you,  and  your 
moll  intimate  friends  and  concerns  a  trouble  to  .you. 
He  may  take  away  the  defire  of  your  eyes  with  a  llroke, 
and  leave  you  defolate  and  deftitute.  This  is  a  fore 
trial. 

3.  The  rod  may  be  grievous  in  refpe£l  of  your  name. 
You  may  be  tryfted  with  great  reproaches,  and  be 
made  a  by-word  among  your  neighbours;  to  the  Pfalraifi: 
it  was  as  a  fword  within  his  bones,  when  he  was  re- 
proached. This  fword  n^ay  pierce  you ;  you  may  be  left 
to  fall  under  infamy  and  difgrace/  Yea,  the  Lord.may 
fo  far  leave  you,  as  to  let  you  fall  into  fcandalous  evils, 
and'become  a  reproach  to  the  Ghrillian  name.  And  is 
not  this  a  heavy  chaflifement? 

.4.  The  rod  of  correction  may  be  fore  with  refpefit  to 
public  calamities^  fuch  as  thefe  we  read  of,Ezek.  xiv.;2r. 
*'  For  thus  faith  the  Lord  God,  How  much  more  when 
I  fend  my  four  fore  judgments  uponjerufalem,  the  fword, 
and  the  famine,  and  the  noifome  beaft,  and  thepeftilcnce, 
to  cut  off  from  it  man  and  beaft  ?"  Sword,  famine, 
peftilence,  and  captivity  are  heavy  judgments.--^ What  a 
terrible  thing  is  the  fword  ?  It  may  be  bathed  jn  tlie 
blood,  and  Iheathed  in  the  bowels,  of  your  dearell  friends; 
aod,  perhaps,  in  your  own  bowels.-:^ What  a,  Cad^<:^<i>£s. 
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the  famine  ?  Hereby  tender  mothers  have  been  made  to 
eat  their  own  children ;  and  men  obliged  to  eat  their  own 
fingers, and  the  flefli  ofF  their  own  arm;  one  part  of  the 
body  to  maintain  another.— -What  a  dreadful  rod  is  the 

Stftilence  !  See  it  defcribed,  Pfal.  xci.  3. 6.  lo.  See  ^Ifo 
eut.xxviii.  59,  60,  6x. — What  a  fore  chaftifement  is 
it  to  be  led  away  into  captiviiy  ?  Thou  mayeft  be  car- 
ried away  to  a  ftrange  land;  from  father^ mother, friends, 
and  acquaintances;  where  thou  knowed  not  a  face, 
Deut.  xxviii.  48,  g^nd  to  fears  pf  lUU  greater  judgnients, 
ver.  65, — 67. 

[2.]  The  rod  of  correftion  has  fometbing  very  terribly 
in  it,  when  we  view  it  >yith  refpefit  to  fpiritual  matters. 

1.  The  Lord  .may  give  loofe  reins  to  your  lulls,  and 
let  you  be  overpowered  with  corruption,  fo  as  iniquity 
ihall  prevail^  He  may  give  you  up  to  the  lulls  of  your 
heart;  a  moft  mifchievous  and  pernicious  enen^y, 

2.  The  Lord  may  let  the  devil  loofe  upon  you;  that 
roaring  lion  to  buffet  you,  and  to  do  what  he  can  to  de-r 
vour  you.  This  was  a  correftion  which  Job,  Paul,  Peter, 
and  many  others,  were  trjded  with. 

3.  You  may  be  toffed  with  doubts  and  fears  about  fm 
and  duty;  and  neither  know  what  way  to  go,  nor  which 
courfe  to  fleer.  You  may  be  quite  wrapt  up  in  darknefs 
and  perplexity. 

4.  You  may  be  deferted  of  God,  and  left  to  go  mcurnr 
ing  without  the  fun :  and  though  you  would  give  all  the 
world  for  a  fight  of  his  face,  yet  npt  be  favoured  with  it. 
This  was  the  cafe  with  Job ;  ^'  I  go  fofvvard,  but  he  is  not 
there;  backward,  but  I  cannot  perceive  him,  &c.  Q  that 
I  knew  where  I  might  find  him  !''  Job  xxiii.  3.  8. 

5.  You  may  be  brought  under  terrors.,  as  Job  was; 
*'  The  a,rrows  of  the  Almighty  are  within  me;  the  poiton 
whereof  drinketh  up  my  very  fpirit,  Job  yi.  4*  Thine 
arrows  (lick  fall  in  me,"  Pfal,  xxxviii.  2. 

6.  You  may  be  left  to  defpair  and  todidra^lion,  thro' 
the  terrors  of  God;  ''The  terrors  of  God  do  fet  themfelves 
in  array  againfl  me,  Job  vi.  4.  While  I  fuffer  thy  terrors 
I  am  diftrafted,"  faid  Heman,  Pfal.  Ixxxviii.  15. 

[3.]  Chaftifements  are  terrible,  with  refpedl  to  the 
fpars  concerning  your  eternal  ftate.  You  may  be  brought 
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to  the  very  brink  of  defpair,  as  was  juft  now  obferved 
concerning  Heraan  :  to  be  in  doubts  and  fears  about 
your  everlalling  welfare;  your.hopt;  may  be  periflied,  in 
a  manner,  from  the  Lord,  Lam.  iii.  18.  The  Lord  may. 
carry  towards  you  like  an  enemy  and  a  ftranger :  your 
fpirit  may  be  funk,  and  your  heart  faint ;  yea,  any- 
thing but  hell,  and  the  breaking  of  the  covenant.  Yea, 
the  Lord  may  even  take  a  child  by  the  neck,  as  it  were, 
and  Ihakv  him  over  hell,  as  if  lie  was  defigning  to  throw 
him  into  the  Aiming  lake.  He  may  drop  in  hot  wrath 
into  tlie  coni'cicnce,  and  kindle  a  little  hell  within  him. 
And  iho'  all  be  but  tatherly  chaftifcment,  and  in  love, 
yet  no  views  of  love  may  the  perfon  have  ;  but  appre- 
hend  God  as  an  enemv,  being  left  to  this  unbelieving 
fear  of  his  vindictive  wrath.  God  may  break  him  with 
breach  upon  breach;  and  run  upon  him  like. an  enemy. 
Yea,  the  rod  niiy  be  heavy  in  its  nature:  the  ficknefs, 
e.  g.  may  hz  a  fore  ftcknefs ;  it  may  be  extraordinary 
in  its  kind,  fo.  th^^t  you  may  be  rqady  to  fay.  No  forrow 
like  your  farrow.  It  may  be  manifold  in  its  number; 
one  meff-nger  of  evil  tidings  after  another ;  breach  upon 
breach.  Il  may  be  grawing  in  its  degrees;  Hill  worfe 
and  worfe.  And  it  may  be  long  in  its  continuance,  per- 
haps; fo  long  as  that  yoa  may  ly  iinder  it  all  your  days. 
O  what  ground  of  holy  fear  then  hath,  even  the  child  of 
God,  if  he  be  nox  wa.tchful  ^nd.  ci^cumfped  I 

The  fixth  Uie  that  w-e  make  of  this  doflrine,  fhall  be 
for  confolation  to.  the  godly,  who  are  exercifing  them-, 
felves  to  godlinefs,  and  lludents,  aftaal  fludcnts  of  puri- 
ty; growing  andadvancir^g  in* purity..  Here  I  would  lay 
before  you,  i.  Some  marks  and  evidences  of  thofe  that 
are  growing  in  holinefa  and  purity..  2...  Point  out  Ibm^ 
grounds  of  confolation  for  fuch.. 

I  ft.  We  propofe  to  lay  before-  you  fome  marks  and 
evidences  of  advances  ixk  holia^fs,.  and  i^  man  growing 
in  purity. 

I.  Spirituality  in  the  intervals  of  duty,  as  well  as  in 
the  performance  of  duty,  is  a  true  mark  of  growth  in  ho- 
linels  :  fpirituality  between  duty,  as  well  as  in  duty. 
Jf  a  man  fliould  feem  never  fo  religious  in  duty,  if  he 
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gives  latitude  to  hirnfelf  in  the  intervals,  he  looks  not  like 
one  that  is  growing  and  advancing  in  purity.  Mofes' 
face  (hined  as  mucii  when  he  came  off  from  the  mount, 
as  when  he  was  on  the  mount, 

2.  Conflict  with  fpiritual  fins,  and  fpiritual  evils,  is 
an  evidence  hereof.  When  a  man  is  helped  to  conflidt 
againtl  heart-fmsj  which  lie  mofl:  Kd  and  remote  from 
the  eyes  of  the  world  ;  and  obtains  fome  fpiritual  viftor 
rv  and  conquell  over  tliem,  it  is  ah  evidence  of  purity. 
When  the  heart  rifes,  with  all  its  ftrength,  againlt  fpi- 
ritual pride  and  fclf,  ^nd  feli-endsj  it  evidences  fome  ad- 
vances in  holinefs. 

3.  When  a  man  is  exercifed  in  fpiritual  duties,  and 
in  internal  duties  of  religion  ;  not  only  bufied  about  ex- 
ternal duties,  but  efpecially  is  exercifed  about  thofe  and 
the  like  internal  ones,  v'iz,  Meditation,  mortification, 
felf-examination,  felf  refignatfon,  felf-lpathing,  felf-judgr 
ing,  felf-condemnation  ;  praying  in  the  Spirit,  watching 
over  the  heart,  applying  the  blood  of  Chrift,  the  death 
Chrift;  applying  the  promife  and  the  word  to  his 
own  foul:  when  it  is  thus  with  a  perfon,  it  is  an  evi- 
dence of  his  making  fome  progrefs  in  purity  and  holi- 
nefs, 

4.  When  a  man  is  carried  on  to  religious  duties  by 
fpiritual  principles,  and  internal  motives:  vfhen  a  perfon 
is  adling,  from  a  fenfe  of  divine  love,  from  a  fenfe  and  de- 
fire  after  Chrift's  fpiritual  prefcncfe,  and  from  the  fweet- 
ricfs  and  excellency  of  communion  and  fellowfhip  with  a 
God  in  Chrift. — Thefe  are  fome  evidences  of  a  perfon*s 
growing  in  puri.y  tmd  holinefs.    • 

2dly,  We  proceed  next  to  point  out  fome  grounds  of 
confolations  for  fuch  perfons. 

1.  The  more  purity  you  have,  the  more  like  God. 
And,  O  what  comfort  accrues  from  this,  to  be  like  to 
God ;  to  be  conformed  to  the  Son  of  God !  The 
more  likenefs,  the  more  love.  The  Lord  cannot  but 
delight  in  his  own  image  :  He  himfelf  is  holy ;  and 
cannot  but  delight  in  the  holinefs  and  purity  of  his 
people. 

2.  The  more  purity,  the  more  ripe  for  heaven:  you 
are  tlius  made  meet  for  the  inheritance  pi  the  faints  in 
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light ;  for  no  unclean  thing  can  enter  into  the  heavenly 
Jerufalera.  And,  O  what  conifort  ariies  from.:  this» 
that,  you  are  a  candidate  for  the  glory  of  the  new 
Jerufalera.!  ' 

3.  The  more  purity  the. more  communion  and  fellow-^ 
fliip  with  God ;  "  He  that  haih  my  commandments, 
and  keepeth  them,  he  it  is  that  lovcth  me  j  and  he  that 
loveth  me,  fliall  be  loved  of  my  Father;  and  I  will  love 
himi  and  will  manifeft  myfelf  to  him.  If  any  man  love 
me,  he  will  keep  my  words ;  and  my  Father  will  love 
him,  and  we  will  come  unto  him,  and  make  our  abode 
with  him,''  John  xiv.  21.  23."  The  godly  perfon,  by  his 
impurity,  may  greatly  mar  bis  fellowfliip  with  God;  but 
by  advancing  in  holinefs,  his  communion  is  promoted* 

4.  The  more  purity,  the  more  communication  of  good 
things  from  God  ;•  the  more  holinefs  you  are  poffeiTed  of, 
the  more  will  God  give  you:  *'  He  will  give  grace  and 
glory;  and  no  good  thing  will  he  withhold  from  diem 
that  walk  uprightly,"  Pfalm  Ixxxiv.  1 1.  When  he  gives 
this  grace  to  walk  uprightly,  he  will  be  ftill  adding  more: 
And  every  new  iaddition  of  grace,  and  communicatioa 
of  love,  will  make  thg  babe  of  grace  leap  chearfuUy.  in 
the  fQul ;  for  they  that  walk  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord, 
will  walk  in  the  comfort  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  Afts  ix.31. 

5.  The  more  purity,  the  more  will  the  truth  and  re- 
ality of  all  your  other  graces  be  notified  to  you;  particu- 
larly thefe  three  cardinal  graces.  Faith,  Love,  and  Hope, 
1  Cor.  xiii.  13.— ^ Faith,  in /its  fmcerity  is  hereby  noti- 
fied ;  for,  if  it  be  true  faith,  it  will  purify  the  heart. 
The  man  that  fays  he  believes,  and  yet  walks  on*n'a 
cpurfe  of  f^n,  it  fliows  his  faith  to  be  but  a  fancy.-*- 
Love  is,  in  its  fmcerity,  notified  hereby;  for,  true  love 
proceeds  from  4.  pure  heart :  **  The  end  of  the  cbm- 
mandment,  is  love  out  of  a  pure  heart."-— Hop^  alfo  ij5 
notified  and  made  known;  for, ''  He  that  hath  this  hope, 
purifieth  himfelf,  even  as  he  is  pure." 

6.  The  more  purity,  the  more  fenfe  of  pardon  atid 
jullification. — ^^Fhere  is  comfort,  that  your  fanftification 
doth  not  affeft  your  jullification  ;  and  that  failures  in 
purity,  doth  not  diminifh  your  jullification.  And  as  it  is 
the  property  of  fovereign  grace,-  that  it  is  neither  xnfoV- 
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cd  by  any  good  in  the  creature  ;  nor  Iiindred  by  any 
evil  in  the  creature:  fo,  it  is  the  property  of  jufUfication, 
that  neither  the  believer's  fins  makes  him  lefs  juUified; 
nor  "his  holinels  makes  him  more  jullified.  This  is  in- 
deed  the  privilege  of  all  jullified  believers :  but  the  more 

Eure  that  the  believer  is,  the  more  comfonable  fepfe 
as  he  thereof. 
Believers,  by  juftification,  (land  in  the  favour  of  God, 
upon  the  fame  ground  on  which  Chrill,  as  Mediator, 
Hands  in  his  favour;  for  you  are  accepted  in  the  Beloved, 
Chrift,  as  Mediator,  is  beloved  for  his  righteoufneis* 
fake :  '<  The  Lor<i  is  w^U-pleafed  for  his  rigbteoufnefs* 
fake/*  He  is  highly  exalted  of  God,  and  honoured  of 
him,  becaufe  he  gave  hirafelf  to  be  obedient  unto  death, 
even  the  death  of  the  crofs.  Chrift  is  beloved  and  ac- 
cepted of  Qodj  upon  this  ground ;  and  you  are  accepted 
in  him  upon  the  fame  ground.  Why  then,  if  Chrill  and 
you  ftand  upon  the  fame  bottom,  upon  the  fame  ground^ 
confider  how  fure  that  ground  is  :  furely,  there  is  no 
condemnation  to  them  that  are  in  Chrift  Jefus;  no 
liablenefs  to  condemnation.  If  any  will  affert,  tbat  the 
believer,  after  all,  may  became  liabk  to  condemnation, 
while  he  remains  in  myftical  union  with  the  Son  of 
God,  which  is  for  ever,  and  remains  favoured  of  God, 
or  accepted  upon  the  fame  ground  that  Chrift  is,  let 
them  anfwer  for  the  diihonourable  thought  that  this  im- 
ports concerning  the  Son  of  God  himfelf..  Can  the. 
ground  upon  which  Chrift  ftands,  in  the  favour  of  God, 
ever  fail?  Nay;  it  were  blafphemy  fo.  to  imagine:. 
Neither  can  the  ground  upon  which  the  believer  ftands,. 
in  the  favour  of  God,  ever  fail;  for  they  ftand  upoa, 
the  fame  ground,  namely,  the  mediatory  righteoufnefs,^ ; 
which  is  as  much  imputed  to  the  believer,  as  if  he  him- 
felf  had,  in  his  own  perfon,  fulfilled  it :  It  is  reckoned 
to  the  believer,  as  if  he  himfelf  had,  in  his  own  perfon, 
fatisfied  divine  juftice,  and  fulfilled  the  divine  law^ 
And  hence,  whatever  can  be  faid  of  the  happinefs  of 
the  faints  now  in  heaven,  in  point  of  fecurity  from- 
vindiftive  wrath ;  I  fay  not  his  holinefs,  but  his  happi- 
nefs ;  in  this  refpe£l,  the  fame  may  be  aflerted  of  the 
l^eUcver  on  earlh,  in  ^o\tvt  of  ^uftifi^calion. 
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"  Why,  then,  fay  you,  the  believer  may  do  as  he 
**  pleafeth,  and  fin  as  he  lifteth ;  for  there  is  no  fear  of 
♦*  him."  The  W9rld,  truly,  miilakes  matters,  with 
refped  to  the  true  believer.  A  carnal  heart,  never 
renewed  by  grace,  may  indeed  deliberately  argue  thus; 
**  If  I  was  fecure  as  to  that  event,  viz.  that  I  would 
*'  never  go  to  hell,  but  fhall  infallibly  be  brought  to 
^'  heaven,  then  I  would  drink,  and  debauch,  and  fin 
*'  as  I  pleafe."  Such  a  difpofition,  and  way -of  talking, 
is  very  agreeable  to  a  man  that  is  in  a  carnal,  natural 
ftate ;  but  it  is  crofs  to  the  very  nature  of  a  believer. 
And,  if  any  fay  they  are  believers,  and  yet  would  ufc 
that  doftrine  of  grace  at  this  rate  ;  why,  their  very 
fpeech  bewrays  them,  and  fays  they  are  not  believers  ; 
becaufe  no  believer,  as  a  believer,  can  fay  fo. 

But  it  may  poffibly  be  urged,  May  '  not  the  corrupt 
part  of  the  believer  fay  fo?  Yea  ;  and  if  it  do,  it  fliall 
be  deftroyed  for  fo  faying  :  for  that  which  defileth  the 
temple  of  God,  that  will  God  deftroy.  If  the  old  man 
of  corruption  thus  defile  God's  temple,  God  will  dcflroy 
that  old  man  :  he  will  deftroy  it  with  the  fire  of  his  vin- 
diftjve  wrath  and  vengeance  :  for  the  old  man  of  fin  in 
the  believer,  may  indeed  be  faid  to  be  under  the  law, 
and  (hall  be  condemned.  Though  the  believer,  as  he  is 
a  believer,  is  ever  freed  from  condemnation  5  yet  his  fin 
and  connaption  is,  and  fliall  be  condemned;  and  God 
takes  man)h  ways  to  do  that !  yet  fo  as  vindidlive  wrath 
Ihall  never  touch  the  perfdn  of  the  believer  in  Chrift. 

But  let  us  take  the  believer  at  himfclf,  and  fee  if  this 
be  confident  with  the  grain  of  the  child  of  God.  Your 
fin  is  pardoned  ;  therefore,  go  and  take  your  fill  of  fin. 
God  hath  delivered  you  from  hell ;  therefore,  go  and 
walk  in  the  way  of  hell.  God  hath  loved  you  with  an 
everlafting  love ;  therefore,  vent  your  enmity  againft 
God  to  the  qtlermoft.  He  a6ts  like  a  God  of  love  to 
you  ;  therefore,  a£l  you  like  a  devil  againft  Kim.  God 
will  honour  you  with  the  enjoyment  of  himfelf  for  ever 
in  heaven;  tjierefore,  go  your  way  and  diflionour  him  as 
you  can.  Oh !  no,  no.  Such  expreflions  would  offend  the 
'  generation  of  the  righteous,  and  of  true  believers:  it  would 
X^^kc  the  hairs  of  their  head  to  ftand,  if  we  may  be  M- 
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lotieed  the  expreffion,  and  their  bowels  to  tremble  ;  for 
the  quite  contrary  is  ingrained  in  their  new  nature :  Shall 
we  thus  requite  the  Lwd  ?     Shall  we  render  hatred  for . 
love  *. 

Tne  more  fenfe  of  juflification,  the  more  purity;  and 
the  more  purity,  the  more  fenfe  of  j unification;  add  yet 
neither  your  purity  or  fanftification,  nor  failing  therein, 
doth  influence  your  juftification,  or  aflTedl  it ;  for  it  re- 
mains ftill  perfedl,  and  invariably  the  fame.-— *So  much 
for  an  ufe  of  confolaiion  to  the  godly. 
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There  is  a  generation  that  are  pure  in  their  (ymn  eyes^  and  yet 

is  not  v)aJhedfrom  their  Jiltbinefs. 

[Tlie  fcvcnth  Sermon  on  this  Text.] 

IF  we  knew  what  a  pure  and  holy  God  we  have  to 
do  with,  our  own  impurity  would  be  hateful  to  us. 
*'  God  is  of  purer  eyes  than  that  he  can  behold  iniquity  :'* 
we  are  of  fucli  impure  eyes,  that  we  cannot  behold  his 
purity.  Yea,  tho'  our  eyes  were  purer  than  they  are  ; 
yet  God  is  fo  perfedl,  that  we  cannot  fee  his  perfefti.on; 
even  as  the  fun  is  fo  bright,  that  we  cannot  fee  the 
briglitnefs  of  it.  But  as  the  ftronger  the  eye,  the  better 
fight  will  it  get  of  the  fun ;'  fo,  the  purer  the  foul  is,  the 
more  clearly  will  it  fee  theholinefs  and  purity  of  God; 
"  Bleffed  are  the  pure,  for  they  fhall  fee  God."  0\ 
what  is  the  reafon,  that  God  is  fo  little  feen,  and  is  fo 
far  out  of  fight,  with  the  generation?  Why,  the  gener- 
ation  is  impure  and  defiled;  and  what  aggravates  the 
matter .  prodigioufly,   is,  they  do  not  know  fo  much ; 

<'  There 

•  Tlie  Reader  may  fee  tliis  point  of  dcuf^liine  copioufly  handled,  b)-  confuliing 
Vbi.  If.  Ser.  XXIII.  &c  muikd,Uivi.d^^v\v,G^%Ulfc. 
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*^  There  is  a  generation  that  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes; 
and  yet  is  not  wafhed  from  their  filthiuefs.'* 

We  have  already  made  a  very  copious  improvement 
of  this  fubjeft,  the  excellency  of  gofpel- purity;  it  only 
remains  now,  that  we  conclude  the  fubjefl,  with  a  par- 
ticular addrefs  to  the  confcience. 

The  feventh  Ufe,  therefore,  that  we  make  of  the 
doctrine,  is  for  Exhortation  and  Direction,  Is  it  fo, 
as  has  been  faid,  That  gospel-purity  is  fo  excellent  a 
thing?  Tnen  let  me  exhort  you,  in  the  words  of  the 
propaet,   '*  Wafh   you,  .make  you  clean,"   Ifa.  i.  16. 

0  lejk  to  be  wafhed  and  .purified  from  your  filthinefs. 
Seek  to  be  partakers  of  this  gofpel-purity  and  holinefs. 

1  have  already  preached  feveral  fermons  upon  this  one 
do£lrine ;  and  they  may  not  only  be  fo  many  witneffes, 
that  the  do6lrine  we  inculcate,  is  a  doftrine  according 
to  godlinefs,  tending  to  advance  hoUuefs,  and^  not  to. 
encourage  licentioufnefs,  let  reproach^rs  fay  what  they 
will ;  but  they  may  be  fo  many  witneffes  agaiaft  a  pol- 
luted generation,  that  neither  are  wafhed  from  their  filthi- 
nefs, nor  have  ^ny  defire  to  be  wafhed,  but  are  filtliy  ftill. 

Let  me  now  exhort  both  the  wicked  to  feek  after 
purity,  and  the  godly  to  feek  after  more  of  it.  As  we 
have  already  infifted  fo  long  upon  the  applicatory  part, 
I  fhall  put  both  thefe  together,  for  gaining  of  time.  And 
to  enforce  the  exhortation,  we  fhall,  i.  Adduce  fome 
Motives.     1.  Offer  fome  DiredVions. 

lit.  By  way  of  Motive  to  the  lludy  of  purity,  confider, 
that  this  gofpel-purity  eminently  tends  to  the  following 
things.  1.  The  glory  of  God.  z.  The  honour  ofChrift. 
3.  Tlie  credit  of  the  gofpel.  4,  The  good  of  both  our- 
felves  and  bth'ers. 

[1.]  This  gofpel-purity  and  hojiaefs.  eminently  tends 
to  the  glory  of  God.  And  it  cannot  fail  to  do  fo,  in  re- 
gard God  himfelf  is  holy  :  holinefs  is  an  ^ffential  qqiqiji- 
ty  of  his  nature;  impurity  is  the  very  re  verfe. thereof : 
fin  is  that  abominable  thing  which  his  foul  bates*  The 
more  impurity  that  there  is  in  the  world,  the  more  is 
God  difhonoui*ed ;  but  the  more,  purity  and  holinefs,  the 
more  is  he  glorified.   As  impurity  is  an  oigeti  dlftvoxvoMS. 
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the  flelh ;  and  thefe  two  are  contrary  the  one  to  this 
other.'* — O  therefore  ftudy  holinefs,  feek  after  gofpeU 
purity,  becaufe  it  fo  much  tends  to  the  glory  of  God. 
.  [2.]  Confider,  for  motive,  to  feck  after  this  gofpeU  * 
purity,  that  it  greatly  tends  to  the  honour  of  Chrift.— • 
Chrill's  errand  into  the  world  was  to  fave  finners  from 
their  impurity  and  (in  :  He  came  to  feek  and  fave  that 
which  was  loll ;  a!id  to  finifh  tranfgreffion,  and  make  an 
end  of  fin.  He  Died  his  precious  blood,  to  be  a  laver 
for  walking  away  all  fiUhinefs  of  the  flefh  and  fpirit ; 
for,  his  blood  cleanfeth  from  all  fin  :  and  he  fuffered 
without  the  gatCj  that  he  might  fanftify  the  people, 
Ttie  more  purity  and  holinefii  that  abounds  in  the  worlds 
the  more  doth  Ghrill  fee  of  the  travail  of  his  foul,  and 
is  fatisfied.  The  more  impurity  that  prevails,  the  more 
is. his  blood  trampled  upon;  but  the  more  purity  that 
takes  place,  the  more  is  the  virtue  and  efficacy  of  his 
blood  manifededj  and  corifequently  he  is  the  more  hon- 
oured. The  impure  perfoa  is  a  dishonour  to  Ghrift  ; 
but  the  holy  man  bears  a  refemblanoe  to  him,  and  fo 
puts  honour  upon  him. 

Further,  Tnat  gofpel-purity,  wherex^er  it  takes  place, 
tends  mightily  to  the  honour  of  Ghrrft,  will  appear  if 
we  confider  the  following  particulars. 

1.  This  gofpcl-purlty  is  jufi.  an  imitation  of  Chrift  as 
an  example;  for,  "  He  gave  us  an  example,  that  we 
ihould  follow  his  fteps."  It  is. an  anfvverittg  of  the  de- 
fijjn  of  that  copy,  patterny  and  example  which  he  fet 
before  us:  it  is  a  following  of  the  Lamb^  whitherfoever 
he  goeth;  a  cleaving  to  him  in  tribulation  and  adverfity, 
as  well  as  in  prpiperity. 

2.  liecaufe  it  flows  from  love  to  Cbrift^  and  an  high 
ePtimation  of  him.:  I  fay,  this  purity  flows  from  love  to 
bim.  And  thofe  who  love  this  purity,. however  unholy 
they  fee  themfelves  to.be,  they  love  him  the  better,  on 
account  of  the  holy  pattern  he  has  given  them ;  the 
better,  that  he  was  holy,  harmlefs,  undefiled,  and  fepa- 
rated  from  finners.  It  is  ,a  good  fign  of.  fome  gofpel- 
holinefs,  when  the  foul  can  fay,  he  loves  God,  becaufe 
he  is  a  holy  God  ;  and  loves  Chrift,  becaufe  he  is  a  holy 
Chrift.     This  purity  flows  from  an  high  eftimation  of 

ChriHj  v^hatever  iViofe  vj\xo  \vwt  \\  ^'^.'^  Viv^  \^x  ^^\^ 
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fakCi  and  for  cleaving  to  his  trurh>  caiifc,  and  way,  in 
purluit  thereof.  It  is  a  good  lign  ot*  gofpel- parity,  when 
a  man  is  lofmg  his  honour,  credit,  riches,  wealth,  and 
outward  advantages  for  Clirill,  and  yet  retains  an  high 
elleem  of  him:  fuch  a  man  is  felling  all  for  Chrill,  iht 
pf^dfl  of  great  price ;  and  efteeming  the  reproach  of  Ghrift 
greater  riches  than  all  the  treafures  of  Egypt*  He  hath 
the  glory  and  honour  of  Ghrift  in  view,  and  wants  to' 
promote  it. 

3.  This  gofpel  purity  tends  to  the  honour  of  Ghrift, 
becaufe  in  th-e  (ludy  and  purfuit  of  it,  the  foul  defires 
nothing  more  th-an  pcrfeft  conformity  to  him,  and  foil 
enjoyment  of  him*  The  breathings  of  the  foul,-  under 
the  indaences  of  this  gofpel-purity,  •  are,  *'  O  to  have 
**  that  which  is  in  part  done  away  !  O  to  be  like  unto 
'*  him  in,  humility,  patienccj  zeal,  and  unblanleable* 
**  nefs  I  O  to  be  like  him  in  holinefs,  and  to  fee  him 
*'  as  he  is  I'* 

4*  This  parity  tends  to  the  honour  of  Ghrift,  becaufe 
.  all  the  believer's  efforts,  in  profecution  of  it,  are  in  a 
dependance  on  Ghrift's  (trength:  '*  We  are  not  fufficient 
of  ourfelves,  to  think  any  thing  as  of  ourfelves;  but  our 
fufficiency  is  of  God.  When  I  am  weak,  then  am  I 
ftrong.  I  can  do  all  things,  through  Ghrill  firengthcning 
nitj.'*  And  fo  the  believer  fubfcribes,  with  heart  and 
hand,  to  the  truth  of  thefe  bleffed  words,  that  proceeded  * 
out  of  his  mouth,  John  xv.5,  **  For  without  me  ye  caa 
do  nothing."  And  to  that  precious  proraife,  2  Gon  xii.  9/ 
•'  My  grace  is  fufficient  for  thee;  for  my  ftrengrti  is 
made  perfeft  in  thy  weaknefs*" 

5.  This  purity  tends  to  Ghrtft's  honour,  becaufe  that, 
in  profecution  thereof,  and  the  duties  that  advance  it^ 
nothing  Ihort  of  Ghrift  himfelf  will  fatisfy  the  believer. 
The  man  can  diftinguifh  between  Ghrift,  in  a  duty,  and 
liberty,  or  a  frame  in  duty;  between  Ghrift,  in  prayer^ 
and  a  frame  in  prayer.  The  hypocrite,  if  he  gets  the 
frame,  there  he  refts  content,  without  any  other  Ghrift: 
but  the  believer,  though  he  loves  a  good  frame,  and 
defires  liberty  in  duty,  as  the  chariot  in  which  Ghrift  i^ 
conveyed  to  his  foul ;  yet  he  will  not  fatisfy  himfelf  with 

Vol*  I,  Ee  Akssi 
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the  ciuiriot,  if  Ghrift  be  not  therein.  **  O,  fays  he, 
"  it  is  not  a  frame  only,  but  Ghriil,  that  I  dm  feekingj 
**  an  J  Giiriii  that  1  mail  iiave  !  Give  me  'Ghrift,  or 
•'  elfe  I  die  !"  To  be  conti  nt  with  any  enjoyment^ 
teinporril,  or  I'piritual,  wilhouL  Ghrili,  is  feliiih,  and  dero- 
gaiing  from  the  glory  of  Ghrilt,  which  is  the  ultimate 
end. 

6.  This  gofpel- purity  tends  to  the  lionour  of  Ghrift, 
in  as  much  as  the  llucients  of  holinefs  wrap  up  all  their 
holy  duties  in  the  ro)yt  of  his  perlc(^t  rigiiteoLifnefs.— 
They  fee  and  are  perfuaded,  that  their  ni oil  holy  duties 
caTinot  jullify  them  before  a  holy  God  ;  and  therefore 
they  caft  all  their  tears,  pray-rs,  and  duties,  into  the 
ocean  of  Gbriit's  infinite  merit';  and  there  they  dye  theiii 
rfd  in  the  precious  blood  of  the  Lamb,  that  they  may 
fly  up  to  heaven  with  acceptance^  in  pillars  of  i'mokc, 
peMumed  with  the  fvveet  odour  of  his  facrifice  unto  the 
death. 

Marty  other  tlnngs  might  here  be  added  to  iuforce  this 
motive;  fuch  as,  the  predeftinated  conformity  of  the 
fubjefts  of  this  fandlity  to  Chrifl,  Rom,  viii.  29.;  the 
famenefs  of  mind  in  them  that  was  in  Ghrilt,  Phil.  ii.  5.; 
with  other  particulars:  but  wj  infill  not. — Let  this 
motive  have  weight  with  you  to  lludy  purity,  that  it 
tsnds  fo  much  to  the  honour  of  Glirift. 

[3.]  Goiifider,  by  way  of  motive,  that  as  purity 
greatly  tends  to  the  glory  uf  God,  and  the  honour  of 
Clirill;  fo  alfo  to  the  credit  of  the  gofpel.  Impurity 
bringft  a  reproach  on  religion:  and  an  unholy  profeflbr 
is  a  difcredit  to  the  Ghriflian  name.  Nothing  can  bring 
a  greater  reproach  upon  the  gofpel  of  Ghrill,  than  the 
immoral  lives  of  its  profeffors.  The  very  end  and  dcfign 
of  the  gofpel  is  to  promote  holinefs  and  fanctification ; 
and  when  purity  and  holinefs  does  not  take  place,  it  is 
an  evidence  the  gofpel  is  doing  little  good;  and  thefe 
who  profefs  it  a,re  a  difcredit  unto  it.  The  gofpel-revc- 
lation  of  the  grace  of  God,  was  defigned  to  teach  mea 
to  deny  ungodlinefs  and  worldly  lulls,  and  to  live  foberly, 
righteoufly,  and  godly.  And  it  ought  to  be  the  ftudy  of 
all  who  hear  it,  to  evidence,  by  iheir  holy  deportment, 
that  it  hath  come  to  themv  not  in  word  only,   but  in 

de- 


Serm.  XiV.      OF  GOSiPEL  PURITY  0PEJ*E5*        43J 

demonllration  of  the  Spirit,  and  with  power.  Hereb/ 
the  profeffors  of  the  gofpc:!  will  be  a  credit  thereto. 

Further,  That  purity  will  tend  to  the  credit  of  thd 
gofpeU  will  be  evident^  if  it  is  cohfidered,  that  thia 
evanj]jelical  purity  is,  i.  The  purity  of  fuch  as  ai'e  iii 
a  gofpel-ftate.  i.  Purity  that  flows  frorli  gdfpel-princi- 
ples.  3.  Purity  that  is  influenced  by  golpel- motived* 
4.   Purity  that  is  direcldd  to  a  gofpd-endi 

I.  "^fhis  holirlefs  and  purity  Is  for  the  cfedlt  of  th<l 
gofpel,  in  as  much  as  it  is  the  purity  of  fuch  only  as  are 
in  a  gofpel-ilatei  Forj  as  it  is  only  a  good  tree  that 
brings  forth  good  fruit;  fo,  none  but  the  true  belie verj 
that  Is  Irt  ^  good  (late,  can  bring  forth  the  fruits  of  true 
hoiinefs.  By  a  gofpsl-ltate^  I  underlland  a  fpiritual 
ftate,  a  (late  of  union  to  Ghrlft,  a  juftified  ftate^  an 
adopted  lUte,  ^  renewed  {late  :  without  this,  no  right 
fan£lity,  tio  evangelical  purity^ 

2;  It  is  purity  that  flows  from  gofpel-pntidpieSi  The 
proud  legalift's  fanftity  flows  from  legal  principles,  th^ 
principles  of  his  own  inherent  flrength,  felf-fufflcieiicy, 
and  the  like*:  but  gofpel^purity  flows  from  gofpel  priu* 
ciples.  The  believer's  holy  duties  af^  per  formed  in  the 
ftrength  of  gofpel-grac^^  proraifed  grace  t  the  ftrength 
of  Ghrifl  laid  hold  on  by  faith:  "  Having  thefe  promires* 
dearly  beloVedj  let  Us  clednfe  duf felves  from  all  fikhincfs 
of  the  fliilli  and  fpiritj**  i  Goh  vii.  1* 

3.  This  purity  is  influenced  by  gofpel- tSbtives;  The 
greateft  gofpel-nlotive  of  the  believer's  holinels,  is  the 
will  of  God  in  Ghrift^  arid  the  Idve  df  Ood  in  Ghrift.— * 
The  will  df  God  in  Chrift,  through  whom  the-  Will  oi 
God  is  conveyed,  he  being  the  channel  of  divine  autho- 
rity: whereas,  the  legali It's  mdtiVe  td  holineft^  is  the 
will  df  an  abfolute  Odd,  God  confldefed  a^  Creator^ 
dut  of  Ghrill  as  Redeemer.-^The  love  of  God  in  Chrift^' 
and  the  believer^s  love  td  a  God  Iii  Glirift,  is  alfo  the 
great  gofpel-motive  td  holiiiefs  ;  and  not  flavifll  fear  o^ 
the  threateilings,  arid  of  hellj  lior  the  rtiercenary  hopes 
of  heaven  and  happinefs,  which  are  the  motives  that 
legalifts  are  afted  by^ 

4.  This  gofpel  purity  is  direfled  td  a  gofpel-end.  The 
believer's  end  in  this  purity  is  not  toobialalvfe^va^^^^ 
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cure  pardon,  and  merit  the  enjoyment  of  God;  but  to 
evidence  his  gratitu  .'  i  to  that  God  who  hath  provided  all 
thefe  valuable  bleflings  freely  to  him.  The  end  of  this 
purity  is  not  to  fatisfy  confcience,  appeafe  wrath,  or  the 
like ;  but  to  glorify  a  God  in  Chnlt,  and  exprefs  our 
thanklulnefs  to  him  fOr  Ghrilt,  his  unfpeakabie  gift,  and 
all  fpiritual  blcffings  in  and  with  him. 

From  thefe,  and  the  like  confiderations,  it  is  evident, 
that  this  purity  is  for  the  credit  of  the  gofpeL  Let  them, 
therefore,  have  their  proper  weight  with  you,  to  excite 
you  tQ  prefs  after  holinefs,  and  to  be  aftual  Iludents  of 
^^ofpel- purity,  -  '       ,        .J 

[4  ]  In  order  to  excite  to  the  lludy  of  holinefs  and 
purity,  let  it  be  confidered,  that  it  greatly  tends  both 
to  our  own  good,  and  that  of  others. 

I.  Confider  how  much  this  purity  and  holinefs  tends 
to  your  own  good  and  advantage,  in  order  to  influence 
you  to  be  (Indents  of  it.  A  variety  of  particulars  might 
here  be  taken  notice  of;  but  we  fhall  lludy  brevity. — 
Confider,  that  the  more  of  this  evangelical  purity  you 
have,  the  more  will  God  give  to  you;  for,  '*  Tne  Lord 
will  give  grace  and  glory,  and  no  good  thing  will  he 
withhold  from  them  that  walk  uprightly,"  Pfal.  Ixxxiv.ii. 
The  more  of  this  purity,  the  more  joy  and  comfort  will 
you  have.  It  will  make  you  walk  to  heaven  comfortably. 
Li  the  path  of  holinefs  you  will  ftill  fee  more  and  more  of 
the  love  of  God ;  which  will  make  your  fouls  to  rejoice, 
and  you  to  walk  in  the  ways  of  the  Lord  wi|h  chearful- 
nefs:  For,  they  that  walk  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  walk 
in  the  comfort  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  Afts  ix.  31. — The 
more  f]rof*pel.  purity,  the  niore  intimate  acqjiiaimance  with 
God's  fecrets;  for,  "  The  fecret  of  the  Lord  is  with  them 
that  fe^r  him  ;  and  he  will  ihew  them  his  covenant,'* 
Pfal.  XXV.  14. — The  more  evangelical-purity,  the  more 
pleafure  and  delight  will  you  take  in  the  duties. of  religi- 
on, and  the  more  acceptable  will  your  fervices  be  to  God: 
*'  He  will  purify  the  fons  of  Levi ;  then  fhall  the  oflPering 
of  Judah  and  Jerufalem  be  pleafant  to  the  Lord,''  Mai. 
iii.  3,  4. — The  more  of  purity,  the  more  boldnefs  and 
courage  will  you  have  in  the  work  and  caufe  of  God; 
for,  the  righteous  Is  bold  ^.a  a.  lion*    It  will  inflame  your 
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2eal  againft  fin,  and  for  God.  It  will  inake  you  ir'^mple 
on  temptations  to  iin  ;  faying,  with  Jofeph,  ''  How  fliall 
.*'  I  do  this  great  wickednefs,  and  hn  againll  God  ?"— 
It  will  contemn  and  defpife  all  dangers,  rather  than  ftain 
your  purity  by  finful  compliances;  as  Ezra,  Nehemiah, 
Daniel,  the  three  children,  and  many  others  did.— 
In  a  word,  the  more  of  this  gofpel-purity  you  have, 
the  more  fellowfliip  with  God  here,  and  the  meeter  for 
the  enjoyment  of  him  hereafter;  for,  "  Blefild  are  the 
pure  in  heart,  and  life ;  for  they  Ihall  fee  God,"  Mat.  v.  8. 
Let  thefe  particulars  have  their  proper  influence  upon 
you,  to  prefs  you  on  to  further  and  higher  degrees  of 
this  evangelical  purity  and  holinefs. 

2.  In  order  to  excite  you  to  the  ftudy  of  purity,  con- 
fider  likewife  the  tendency  it  hath  to  the  good  and  ad^ 
Vantage  of  others.  —  Why,  the  more  gofpeKpurity,  the 
greater  ftock  you  have;  and  the  richer  of  this  gracju  yoa 
are,  the  more  will  it  tend  to  the  benefit  of  your  friends 
and  acquaintances,  and  to  your  neighbours  around  you; 
as  your  holy  work  may  induce  them  to  tlie  practice  of  it. 
The  more  holy  you  are,  and  the  richer  of  gofpel-purity, 
the  greater  influence  will  your  holinefs  have,  in  making 
the  wicked  ftand  in  awe  to  fin,  and  keeping  them  back 
from  diflionouring  God;  nay,  exciting  them  to  a  pro- 
feffion  of  religion,  and  fomcthing  of  the  praftice  of  duty. 
You  fee  what  influence  this  way  the  fanftity  of  holinefs 
of  godly  Jofhua,  and  his  co-temporary  elders,  had  upon 
the  children  of  Ifrael,  Judges  ii.  7.  And  what  influence 
Jehoiadah's  fanftity  had  upon  Joafh,  king  of  Judah, 
2  Ghron.  xxiv.2. — Nay,  further,  confider  that  eminency 
of  purity  is  fometimes  a  blefled  mean  to  recommend 
the  ways  of  God  and  religion  to  fuch  as  are  flraqgers 
thereto  :  "  For,  what  knoweft  thou,  O  wife,  whether 
thou  fhalt  fave  thy  hufband  ?  Or,  how  knowell  thou,  O 
man,  whether  thou  fhalt  fave  thy  wife?"  i  Cor.  vii.  16. 
See  I  Pet.  iii.  i,  2. — Befides,  eminency  in  gofpel-purity 
tends  to  ward  off  judgments,  or  protraft  them  from  fal- 
ling  on  perfons  and  places  where  the  godly  live:  accord- 
.  ingly  the  L4ord  declares  to  Abraham,  that  if  there  was 
found  in  Sodom  but  ten  righteous  perfons,  he  would  not 
dellroy  it  for  their  Take,  Gen.  xxxviii.  33.  Nay^tiie  a.oAa.T.- 
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pies,  already  in  a  ftate  of  grace,  that  without  him  ye  can 
do  nothing;  much  more  may  it  be  faid  of  ail  tiic  un:on- 
verted.  Be  fenfible  of  this  then,  that  you  cannot  be-r 
lieve,  you  cannot  repent,  you  cannot  pray,  you  cannot 
mortify  fin  of  yourfelves.  And  this  impotency  is  not 
only  a  mere  want  of  power,  hut  a  want  of  will :  it  ia 
acurfed  moral  impotency,  a  wilful  impotency,    '■ 

2.  Seek  regeneration.  If  you  be  not  goo4  trees,  you 
cannot  bring  forth  good  fruit :  if  you  be  not  converted, 
if  you  be  not  united  to  Chrift,  if  you  be  not  horn  again, 
if  you  have  not  the  habit  of  grace,  you  cannot  bring 
forth  good  fruit:  you  mud  be  united  to  the  Son  of  God, 
and  derive  ftrength  from  him.  The  foundation  of  gofr 
pel-purity  mull  be  laid  in  union  to  Chrift,  and  a  new 
nature;  for,  they  that  are  in  the  filefh  cannot  pleafe  God. 
It  is  true,  that  one  that  knows  himfelf  to  be  in  a  ftate  of 
nature,  is  not  to  negle£t  duty  and  means;  fuch  as,  read- 
ing, praying,  hearing  the  word  preached,  and  the  like, 
which  God  calls  all  unto  :  but  let  none  content  them- 
felves  with  thefe  performances,  without  a  new  nature ; 
for,  as  fure  as  God  lives,  this  way  of  doing,  will  never 
bring  you  to  heaven  :  *'  Except  a  man  be  born  again, 
he  cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God,'*  John  iii.  3. 
Therefore  cry,  ''  Lord,  creaie  in  me  a  clean  heart;  an4 
renew  a  right  fp'rit  within  me,*'  Plalni  li.  10. 

3.  Make  and  keep  friendihip  with  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
if  you  would  attain  this  gofpel  purity  :  he  is  not  only 
called  Holy,  becaufe  of  his  effential  holinefs ;  for  thus  the 
Father  is  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  the  Son  is  the  Holy  Spirit: 
but  he  is  called  Holy  alfo  for  his  offije;  becaufe  it  is  his 
fpecial  work  to  make  people  holy.  Be  at  friendihip  with 
the  Holy  Ghoft:  do  not  quench  him;  do  riot  grieve  him; 
do  not  refift  him  ;  do  not  rebel  againft  him;  do  not 
^vi'thftand  him  in  his  motions.  Sec.  Beware,  left  by  thefe 
pr  any  fuch  means,  the  Holy  Ghoft  and  you  be  fet 
M  odds.  Q  Sirs,  fliould  you  not  live  near  him  who 
can  make  you  holy  ? 

[2.]  The  particular  direftions  1  would  cffer,  efpecial- 
ly  with  refpeft  to  the  maintaining  of  this  gofpel  purity, 
I  ftiall  fum  up  in  thef?  twp  generals :  i.  Rightly  to  ufe  the 

rule 
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rule  of  gofpel  purity •  7,*  Diligently  to  ply  the  means 
thereoi. 

Direc.  I.  In  order  to  the  maintaining  of  gofpel  purity, 
ri'^nly  ufe  the  rule  of  it.  The  rule  of  it  is  the  Laht. 
If  it  is  alked,  How  are  We  to  ufe  this  rule  ?  We  might 
reply,  You  are  to  ufe  it  fairly  and  evangelically. 

(i.)  You  are  to  ufe  tl/is  rule  fairly.  If  the  law  do  its 
proper  work  upon  you,  Sirs,  it  will  drive  you  td  the  got 
pel  as  a  remedy  ;  and  if  the  gofpel  deal  favingJy  with 
you,  it  will  lead  you  to  the  law  as  a  rule  :  but  mauy 
milpiace  this  rule,  and  do  not  ufe  it  fairly, 

J.  Some  judge  of  themfelves  by  the  half  of  the  lew, 
and  not  by  the  whole;  they  love  one  part  of  the  law,  but 
not  another ;  and  th^y  are  fure  to  look  to  that  part  of 
the  law,  that  they  think  makes  for  them,  and  overlook 
that  pjirt  that  makes  againft  them  ;  but  this  is  not  fair 
dealing ;  for  people  are  to  judge  themfelves  by  the 
whole  of  it.  It  was  the  falfe  mother  that  was  for  divid- 
ing the  child  :  fo,  the  falfe  Chriliian  is  for  dividing  the 
part  of  the  law  from  another. 

2.  Some  again  judge  themfelves  by  the  outfide  of  the 
Jaw,  and  not  the  infide  thereof ;  by  the  letter,  and  not 
by  the  fpirit  of  it.  This  was  the  error  of  the  man  who 
faidj  ^*  All  thefe  things  have  I  done  from  my  youth  up.'* 
He  did  not  confider  the  infule  and  fpirituality  of  the  law, 
otherwife  he  would  have  cried  out,  with  David,  "  I  have 
fcen  an  end  of  alKperfeftion;  but  thy  commandment  is 
exceeding  broad:"  it  reaches  the  thoughts  of  the  heart, 
as  well  as  the  aStions  of  the  life.  And  thtrefore,  ye  do 
not  ufe  it  fairly,  unlefs  you  make  ufe  of  the  infide  as 

.well  as  the  outfide  ;  both  fides  of  the  law. 

3.  Some  again  they  bring  down  this  rule  to  their  prac- 
tice, but  will,  not  bring  up  their  praftice  to  the  rule  ; 
and  thefe  do  not  ufe  the  rule  fairly  :  thus  many  make 
God's  law  to  juftify  their  corrupt  practices  and  fins. 
Ttiey,  if  we  may  be  allowed  the  exprcflion,  make  a  «Kife- 
wax  of  the  law,  and  mould  it  to  their  own  corrupt  fancy. 

4.  Ochers  again,  they  juftify  themfelves  before  they 
apply  the  rule,  but  do  not  apply  the  rule  before  they 
judify  then^fclves.  They  have  a  good  opinion  of  them- 
felves ;  they  are  determined  already  about  their  ftatex 
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before  they  come  to  the  rule ;  they  are  fettled  on  their 
lees,  and  fo  cannot  believe  a  word  that  the  law  fays 
againft  them,  becaufe  they  jullify  themfelves  before  they 
apply  the  rule.  This  is  not  a  tair  ufing  of  the  law:  let 
us  ufe  it  fairly,  ariJ  look  on  it,  not  as  many  do,  as  a 
fountain  of  jiiiUncation,  but  as  the  rule  of  adtion.  And 
this  leads  me, 

(2.)  To  the  other  particular,  viz.  to  ufe  the  rule  of 
gol'pel  purity  evan;:;elically.  It  may  pcffibly  be  afked, 
IIow  {hall  we  ufe  the  rule  evangelically?  To  this  we 
reply,  in  the  following  particulars, 

1.  If  you  would  ufe  the  law  in  a  gofpel  manner,  at- 
tempt  not  obedience  to  it  in  your  own  llrength.  Under 
the  covenant  of  works,  indeed,  we  were  to  obey  by  the 
llrength  of  inherent  grace  :  But  now  we  are  called  to 
lay  hold  on  Ghrift,  as  our  llrength ;  and  to  obey  by  the 
llrength  of  derived  grace  aflTilling  us. 

2.  If  you  would  ufe  the  law  in  a  gofpel  manner,  feek 
not  peace  by  your  obedience  and  ianfitity  ;  when  you 
have  done  all  you  can,  even  through  grace,  yon  muft 
go  out  of  your  own  obedience  to  the  obedience *of  ano- 
ther for  peace.  Bcjlievers  themfelves  are  oftentimes  tick- 
led with  their  own  performances,  even  though  they  pro-, 
fefs  to  abhor  judification  by  v/orks. 

3.  If  you  would  ufe  the  law  in  a  gofpel  manner,  let 
not  the  duty  the  law  requires,  or  the  difcovery  the  law 
makes,  hinder  you  to  embrace  the  offer  that  the  gofpel 
makes.  Tne  gofpel  offers  Chrifl  as  a  huihand;  the  law 
faith.  Thou  art  a  blick  finner,  an  unfit  match  for  fuch 
a  hufband.  The  gofpel  offer  I:,  that  you  buy  the  eye- 
falve,  white  raiment  and  tried  gold.  The  law  tells  thee^ 
thou  haft  nothing  to  buy  with.  Now,  you  ufe  the  law 
evangelically,  when  you  fay,  Black  as  I  am,  I  embrace 
the  oflPcr  of  fuch  a  huIb^nJ  ;  he  can  make  me  beautiful 
through  his  comelinefs.  Poor  as  I  am,  I  embrace  the 
offer  of  his  eye-falve.  There  is  riches  enough  in  Chrift 
for  me;  and  I  fee  he  invites  me  to  buy  without  money, 
and  without  price;  and  to  take  the  water  of  life  freely. 

4.  If  you  would  ufe  the  law  evangelically,  then  look 
not  on  the  law  as  the  fountain  of  juftification,  nor  yet  a^ 
the  fountain  of  Rreugth,  but  only  as  the  ftandard  of  duty ; 
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iLiid  therefore  you  will  ufe  it  in  a  gofpel- manner,  if  you 
make  a  conftant  joiirney  between  Gnrift  and  the  law; 
looking  to  him  for  righteoufnefs  and  llrength,  who  is  the 
fountain  of  both;  righteoufnefs,  for  your  acceptance; 
and  ilrength,  for  your  affillance,  in  eveiy  piece  of  obe- 
dience to  the  law.  Here  is  the  fhort  road  tp  glory:  the 
law  forces  the  man  to  Chrift,  to  be  Iheltered  by  him  ; 
and  Ghrill  fends  him  back  again  to  the  law  to  be  ruled 
by  it :  and  the  man, .  in  ufing  this  rule,  looks  to  Chrift 
in  the  gofpel,  for  righteoufnefs  and  ftrength.  In  a  word, 
let  the  main  flrefs  be  laid  upon  the  gofpel,  efpecially 
when  you  are  brought  to  an  extremity  ;  when  there 
feems  to  be  a  contrariety  between  the  law  and  the  gofpeU 
When  the  law  fays,  **  Thy  hope  is  perilhed  from  the 
•  Lord  ;'*  and  the  gofpel  faith,  "  There  is  hope  in  Ifrael, 
concerning  thee;"  and  (hews  the  ground  ot  hope  to  be 
in  Chrift,  as  the  Lord  our  righteoufnefs  and  ftrength: 
it  is  fafeft,  in  this  cafe,  to  hearken  moft  to  the  voice  of 
the  gofpel ;  for  there  is  a  poffibility  of  falvation  this  way, 
but  not  the  other.  Though  you  fliould  have  no  more, 
but  a  may-be  ye  fhall  be  hid;  venture  upon  the  may-bc, 
uppn  the  peradventure  which  the  gofpel  affords:  for, 
hope  is  a  duty,  but  defpair  i^  a  fin ;  the  one  honours 
God,  the  other  dilhonours  him. 

Dire£l.  z.  Our  next  direfilion  is,  diligently  to  ply 
the  means  of  this  gofpel-purity.  We  fliall  offer  a  few 
of  many  that  might  be  mentioned,  and  fo  clofe. 

J.  One  mean  is,  to  live  by  faith  on  the  Son  of  God, 
by  deriving  continual  fupplies  of  grace  and  ftrength  from 
him,  faying,  with  David,  "  I  will  go  in  the  ftrength  of  the 
Lord,  making  mention  of  thy  rigliteoufnefs,  even  of  thine 
only,"  pfal,  Ixxi.  x^t  Plead,  by  faith,  the  promife  of 
fandlification  ;  that  having  thefe  promifes,  you  may 
pleanfe  yourfelves  from  all  filthinefs  of  the  flefti  andfpirit. 

2,  Another  mean  is,  to  fet  the  l^ord  always  before 
you,  and  fet  a  watch  over  yourfelf.  This  was  David'i 
refolution  ;  "  I  faid,  I.will  take  heed  to  my  ways/' 
Security  will  betray'  you  into  the  hands,  of  enemies| 
but,  *'  Bleffed  is  the  fervant  whom  his  Lord,  v/hen  he 
cometh,  fhall  find  watching." 

3.  Another  mean  is,  to  take  care  of  difchar^ln?,  tK^ 
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fkcred  duties  that  he  calls  you  to.  The  fcripture  gives 
great  encouragemeiit  to  this  ;  **  They  that  wait  on  the 
Lord  £hall  renew  their  ftrength."  The  more  that  a  man 
minds  divine  ordinances,  in  fecret,  private,  and  public, 
in  obedience  to  God^s  command,  and  dependance  on 
God's  proroife,  the  more  llrength  fliall  he  receive  to  con- 
quer  bis  fpiritual  enemies,  and  difcharge  his  fptritual 
work.  God  could  preferve  your  bodies  without  food  ; 
but  he  will  not,  when  he  affords. ordinary  means  :  fo, 
Grod  could  preferve  your  fouls,  without  ordinances  ;  but 
he  will  not,  when  he  gives  opportunity  to  enjoy  them. 
Let  me  fay  to  you,  as  Jacob  to  the  patriarchs,  **  Behold, 
I  have  heard,  that  there  is  corn  in  Egypt;  get  you  down 
thither  and  buy,  that  you  may  live  and^not  die:"  So, 
behold  you  have  heard,  that  there  is  fpiritual  food  in  the 
gofpel;  our  Jofeph  has  his  granary  full  of  x:orn,  go  you 
thitlier  daily  by  facred  duties,  that  you  may  live  and  not 
die:  for,  In  him  dwelleth  all  the  fulnefsof  the  Godhead 
bodily.     And  particularly, 

4.  Another  mean  is,  Give  yourfelves  unto  prayer;  the 
praying  Chnfiian  is  readily  the  holy  Chriftian.  Pray, 
with  David,  ''  O  that  my  ways  were  direfted  to  keep 
thy  ftatutes:  Thy  Spirit  is  good,  lead  me  to  the  land  of 
uprightnefs/'  By  daily  prayer  in  fecret,  and  in  your 
families,  you  may  get  daily  incomes  for  helping  you  to 
this  gofpel  purity. 

5.  Another  mean  is,  O  fet  about  fubduing  your  pre- 
dominant fins,  through  grace;  for  fin  doth  greatly  mar 
your  fanflity.  Call  the  J'?nah  over  board ;  throw  the 
Jezebel  over  the  window  ;  and  ftone  the  Achan  to  death; 
and,  for  this  end,  call  in  the  aid  and  affiftance  of  the 
Spirit  of  God  ;  for,  *'  If  ye  through  the  Spirit  mortify 
the  deeds  of  the  body,  ye  fliall  live,'' 

6.  In  a  word,  Labour  to  live  under  a  conftant  fenfe 
of  your  own  fpiritual  wants,  and  of  the  deft-fts  of  grace 
and  holinefs  ;  and  a  fenfe  of  Chrift's  fulnefs:  the  perfua- 

•fion  hereof  will  induce  you  to  come  and  receive  out  of 
;his  fulnefs,  grace  for  grace. — If  thefe  means  of  gofpel 

purity  are  diligently  ufed,  it  is  more  than  probable  you 

fliall  be  fuccefsful  therein.' 

Now, 
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Now,  go  home  ;  and  this  evening  cry  to  the  Lord, 
that  he  would  help  you  to  reduce  the  preaching  into 
pradice.  Mind  the  good  man's  faying,  who,  coming 
from  fermon,  was  afked,  If  all  wds  done.  He  fetched  a 
deep  figh,  and  faid,  All  was  faid,  but  all  was  not  done. 
Our  preaching  is  not  prafitice,  your  hearing  is  not  prac- 
tice; thefe  are  only  certain  means  unto  gofpcl  pradt^ce. 
What  is  your  coming  to  the  church,  on  the  Lord** 
day  ?  It  is  like  fervants  coming  to  their  mailer  in  the 
iirfl;  morning  of  the  week,  and  faying,  "  Now,  tell  us 
"  what  ftiall  be  our  week's  work ;  what  ihall  we  do 
*'  this  day,  and  the  next  day,  till  the  next  week 
"  come  ?"  You  ftiould  come  thus  to  Chrill  to  get  your 
orders;  for,  if  you  reft  merely  in  the  hearing,  you  con- 
found the  means  with  the  end,  and  overturn  the  nature 
of  things. 

What  do  you  mean,  Sirs  ?  Why  ftand  you  here  all 
the  day  idle  ?  Some  of  you  have  done  nothing  for 
CJod,  nothing  for  your  ibuls,  for  the  generation,  fince 
you  came  into  the  world.  Perhaps  you  have  treafured 
up  a  curfed  conqueft  for  your  children,  for  or  your 
wife;  and  God  may  blaft  it  when  you  are  in  the  grave, 
and  may  punifh  your  children  for  your  fin;  your  child- 
ren on  earth,  and  y6u  in  hell,  at  the  fame  time,  and 
for  the  fame  fia.  What  have  you  done  for  God?  what 
have  you  done  for  the  church  of  God  ?  wliat  have  you. 
done  for  advancing  hoUnefs  in  your  place  ?  and  the  in- 
tereft  of  Chrift  in  your  llation  ?  Many  of  you  have  done 
nothing ;  fome  of  you  have  done  fomething,  b«t  it  ia 
little;  and  fome  of  you  will  neither  do  nor  let  do ;  you- 
hinder  others  in  the  way  of  religion  and  holinefs. 

O  fee  to  it,  man,  woman  !  You  are  no  friends  to 
Chrill;  nay,  you  are  enemies  to  him,  if  you  have  no«- 
thing  of  this  gofpeUpurity  that  I  have  been  fpeaki»g  ofc 
O  pray,  pray  that  the  Lord  may  blefs  to  you  what  bath 
been  faid  on  this  fubjeft,  for  direfting  you  to,  and  pro- 
moting you  in,  true  gofpel-hoHnefs  :  and  may  the  Lord- 
hear  your  requefls,  and  fulfil  your  defires  ;  and  to  kis 
great  name  be  all  the  praife. 

SERMON 
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Tbere  is  a  ^hierdthn  tkat  are  pure  in  their  o^m  eyesy  and  ytt 
is  7iot  vsaJiKaJrom  their  Jilt bincfsi 

[The  tiglitb  Scriiion  on  tliis  Text.] 

TTHE  greateft  (lep  towards  Heaven,  is  to  flap  out 

^  of  our  own  door,  and  over  our  own  threfhold ; 
to  go  wholly  but  of  ourfelves,  and  wholly  in  to  Chrift, 
Inllead  of  going  abroad,  and  out  of  ourfelves,  by  felf* 
denial,-  we  naturally,  ftay  at  home,  by  felf-conceit  and 
proud  imagination  of  our  own  excelleney :  **.  There  is  a 
generation  that  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes  ;  and  yet  is 
not  wafhed  from  their  filthinefs*'' 

It  is  idolatry  to  worfhip  an  holy  angel*  as  well  as  a 
curfed  devil.  To  make  our  virtues  our  God,  is  idola- 
try, as  well  as  to  make  our  belly  our  God :  nay,  it  ra- 
ther adds  to  the  idolatry  ;  becaufe  that  is  ufed  to  rob 
him  of  his  glory,  which  Ihould  have  brought  him  in  the 
greatell  revenue  of  glory*  If  a  man  boafts  of  his  vices 
and  fins,  he  pulls  down  the  throne  of  Gdd^  and  wor- 
fliips  a  devil:  if  a  man  boafts  of  his  virtues  and  graces, 
he  pulls  down  the  throne  of  God  v/ith  that  wherewith 
he  ihould  build  it  up;  and  worfhips  a  golden  ima^e,  a 
golden  calf:  yea,  worfliips  hirnfelf,  while  he  trufts  in  his 
own  beauty  and  purity*  '*  There  is  a  generation  that 
are  pure  in  their  own  eyes  j  and  yet  is  not  waflied  from 
their  fillhinefs." 

Having  profecuted  the  two  firft  obfervations  we  took 
notice  of  from  thefe  words,  we  now  proceed  to  the  third 
propofition  which  we  obfervedfrom  them,  namely, 

DocT.  3.  That  felf-conceit  is  incident  to  a  multitude 
of  profeflbrs. 

Many,  ;whq  are  moft  impure,  look  upon  themfelves 
as  pure ;  and  labour  under  a  fad  a  woful  delufion,  a 
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grdfs  and  cliimnable  miflake,  about  the  ftate  and  cafe  of 
liieir  im mortal  fouls. 

I'he  method  we  lay  down^  for  profecuting  this  obfer- 
vation,  through  divine  alfiilance,  Ihall  be  the  following* 

I.  To  prove  and  clear  the  truth  of  the  doftrifie. 

II.  Touch  a  little  at  the  nature  of  felf-conceit. 

III.  Enquire  into  the  grounds,  caufes^  and  fprings  of  it. 

IV.  Point  out  the  evil  of  it,   both  in  refpct\  of  the 
fintulnefs  and  danger  of  it. 

V.  D'.duce  forae  inferences  from  the  whole* 

I.  The  firft  thing  then  to  be  effayed,  is,  To  prove 
and  clear  the  truth  of  the  do£lrine,  viz.  That  felf-conceit 
is  incident  to  a  multitude  of  profeffors.  This  point  is 
evident  both  from  fcripture  and  experience. 

I.  It  is  clear  from  a  multitude  of  fcriptiirea.  Not 
only  the  words  of  the  text,  but  many  other  fcripturlBr 
paffages  confirm  it ;  fuch  as,  Ifa.  Ixv.  5.  *'  Which  fa^. 
Stand  by  thyfelf,  come  not  near,  for  I  am  holier  tham 
thou.  Chap.  Iviii.  2,  3.  They  feek  me  daily,  and  delight 
to  know  my  ways,  as  a  nation  that  did  righteoufnefs, 
and  forfook  not  the  ordinances  of  their  God  :  they  afk  of 
me  the  ordinance  of  jullice;  they  take  delight  in  ap- 
proaching to  God.  Wherefore  have  wc  failed,  and  thou 
feell  not?  wherefore  have  weafilifted  our  foul,  and  thou 
takeft  no  knowledge  ?  They  were  much  in  diity  ;  much 
more  than  the  generality  of  profeffors  in  our  day  :  but 
tlicy  had  an  high  conceit  of  themfelves  and  their  duties. 
Self  conceit  is  felf  deceit;  "For  ifa  man  think  himfcif  to 
be  fomething,  when  he  is  noching,  he  deceiveth  himfelf," 
Gal.  vi.  3.:  or,  he  that  conceiveth  of  himfelf  highly, 
deceiveth  himfelf  greatly.  *'  How  canil  thou  fay,  I  ara 
not  polluted,  I  have  not  gone  after  Baalim  ?  See  thy 
way.  in  the  valley ;  know  what  thou  haft  done,*'  &c« 
Jer.  ii.  23.  They  faid  they  were  not  polluted;  and  yet 
they  are  called  to  fee  their  way  in  the  valley.  It  is  ob- 
ferved  by  the  prophet  Hofea,  chap.  viii.  2,3.  concerning 
Ifraef,  that  they  cry,  **  My  God,  we  know  thee.;'*  and 
yet  they  caft.off  the  thing  that  is  good.  Why  are  you 
faying,  *'  My  God,  we  know  thee  ?'*  You  are  all  mit 
taken,  faith  God  ;  you  have  neither  part  ncr  p^irtion  ia 
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ma.  If  you  confult  the  parable -bf  the  ten  virgins,  Mat* 
XXV.  you  will  there  fee,  that  the  foolifli  virgins  had  an- 
high  profeflii>n,  and  very  jiii^h  preienliotis  to  religion  : 
they  entertained  an  high  opinion  of  themfelves  and  their 
lamps;  tho*  yet  they  h.id  no  oil  in  their  veffels..  Yea,  it 
is  lold  of  many,  M.tt.  vii.  22.  that  they  fliall  fay,  *'  Lord, 
Lordy  have  we  not  propliefic^d  in  thy  name,  and  in  thy 
name  ca(l  out  devils,  and  in  thy  name  done  many  won- 
derfal  works?"  To  whom  Chrift  will  fay^  **  I  never 
knew  you,  depart  from  me."  And  here  it  is  plainly 
implied,  that  they  will  cxpeft  to  be  rewarded  with  eter- 
nal blifs  for  the  fame.  We  are  cautioned  to  this  pur- 
pofe;  **  Let  no  man  deceive  hirafelf:  if  any  man  among 
you  feemeth  to  be  wife  in  this  world,  let  him  become  a 
fool,  that  he  may  be  wife,"  i  Cor,  iii.  18.  If  any  man 
think  that  he  knoweth  any  thing,  he  knoweth  nothing 
yet  as  he  ought  to  know,  chap,  viii.  2.  If  any  man  think 
bimfelf  to  be  fomething,  when  he  is  nothing,  be  deceiv- 
eth  hirafelf,"  GaL  vi.  3.  All.  which  fuppofes  that  many 
think  fomething  of  themfelves,  who  yet  are  nothing,  and 
^re  but  cheating  their  own  fouls;  and  of  all  deceit  this  is 
the  moil  terrible.— In  a  word,  we  find  a  whoje  church 
labouring  uiider  this  foul-ruining  difeafe  and  diilemper, 
namely,  the  church  of  Laodicea;  *'  Ttjou  fayll,  I  am 
rich,  and  increafed  with  g;oods,  and  have  need  of  nothing; 
and  knowell  not  that  thou  art  wretched,  and  tniferable, 
and  poor,  and  blind,  and  naked,"  Rev.  iii.  17. — Is  it  not 
plain  from  thcfe  fcriptures,  that  many  look  upon  them- 
felves to  be  pure,  who  yet  were  never  walhed  from  their 
filthlnefs  ?     But, 

'  2.  Let  us  next  compare  thefe  fcriptures  with  experi- 
ence. We  may  fee  this  dodtrine  abundantly  clear  from 
experience.  Are  we  not  exv:eeding  ready  to  ji»dge  our- 
felves  better  than  indeed  we  are  ?  And  to  magnify  our- 
felves,  our  ftates,  our  virtues,  above  what  they  are  ? 
We  aft  very  diiFerently  in  refpeft  of  our  good  things, 
from  what  we  aft  with  refpcft  to  our  evil.  As  to  our 
fins  aod  evils,  we  have  a  trick  of  extenuation,  that 
though  our  fins  be  exceeding  many,  yet  we  can,  like 
the  unjuft  fteward,  write  down  fifty  inftead  of  an  hun* 
dred.     Tb^oug^  our  fins  be  ^eat^  we  can  leiTen  them. 
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But,  on  the  contrary^  in  our  good  things  or  graces^ 
whether  real  or  fiippofcd,  we  have  a  trick  of  aggravation, 
to  make  them  greater  and  more  than  they  are ;  here 
we  write  an  hundred  for  fifty.  And  here  we  have  the 
art  of  multiplication.  It  is  with  many,  as  it  was  with 
Simon  Magus  ;  they  deceive  therafelves,  as  he  deceived 
the  people  of  Sanlaria,  Aits  viii.  9,  10.  He  made  them 
believe  that  he  was  fome  great  man;  yea,  that  he  was 
the  great  power  of  God;  whereas,  indeed,  he  was  but  a 
bafe  forcerer;  and  one  that  wTDugbt  lying  miracles  by 
the  power  of  Satan.  So,  many  conceit  therafelves  to  be 
great  mtn^  to  be  the  dear  children  of  God,  and  that  the 
power  of  Ghrift  dwelleth  in  them  ;  when,  indeed,  they 
are  nothing  but  Satan's  valTals. 

Is  it  not  evident  from  experience,  that  many  are  dream- 
ing that  matters  are  well  enough  with  them  ?  They  have 
6  good  heart,  they  think;  and  they  truft  in  God,  they 
fay;  and  hope  to  be  faved  as  well  as  others,  th^t  fcen^ 
to  be  more  Itrift. — ^Is  it  not  evident  from  experience, 
that  there  are  more  proud  profefibrs  than  poor  converts  f 
And  hence,  in  a  day  of  trial,  multitudes  of  profeflbrs 
apoftatife :  they  are  offended  at  Ghrill  and  his  crofs ;  they 
fait  oiTfrora  the  faith,  like  leaves  from  the  trees,  in  the 
time  of  harveft.  They  had  dnly  an  high  pretence  to 
devotion,  and  an  high  conceit  of  themfelves  }  but  were 
never  truly  walhed  from  their  filthinefs. 

II.  The  fecond  thing  propofed  was.  To  touch  a  little 
at  the  nature  of  this  fclf-eonceit.  Why,  iti  general, 
**  It  is  a  falfe  apprehenfion,  whereby  a  man  hath  an 
**  over-weaning  and  over-valuing  of  himfelf,  and  his 
*«  adions ;  judging  of  himfelf  more  highly  than  he 
•*  ought  to  do.'*  This  felf  conceit  may  be  confidered, 
either  as  it  takes  place  in  the  godly,  who  ra«y  apprehend 
themfelves  to  be  in  a  better  condition  than  they  are ; 
or  as  it  takes  place  in  the  wicked,  who  may  judge  them- 
felves to  be  in  a  good  condition,  whan  yet  they  are  in  a 
bad  one.  ' 

I.  It  may  be  confidered,  I  fay,  with  refptd  to  the 
godly ;  they  may  imagine  therafelves  better  than  indeed 
they  are,  when  they  tliink  their  fmoaking  flajt  isa  bla^ 

Vol.  L  F  £  wt 
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ing  flame ;  when  ihey  look  at  their  graces  through  A 
jnagniiyiriPj  gldfs^  and  think  them  great,  when  indeed 
they  are  but  fmall.  Tliey  may  look  upon  their  own 
graces,  as  parents  upon  their  own  children,  and  think 
thcra  the  Lircll  of  all  others  ;  James  and  John  feem  ta 
be  thus  aiFcdcd,  when  Chrill  lells  them,  "  Are  ye  able  to 
drink  of  my  cup,  and  to  be  baptized  with  my  baptifm?'' 
Mat.  XX.  22.  Yea,  f^y  they,  ''  We  are  able:"  While 
yet,  alas  !  they  were  fcarce  able  to  fee  Ghrift  drink  that 
cup ;  and  therefore  fl^d  away  when  it  was  coming 
near.  Thus  Peter  alfo  fccms  to  be  too  high  minded, 
about  liis  grace  and  Urength,  when  he  faid,  **  Why  can- 
not I  follow  thee  now  ?  Yea,  Though  all  men  forfake 
thee,  yet  will  not  I." 

2.  It  may  be  confide  red  with  refpeft  to  the  unregene- 
rate,  and  all  the  wicked  and  ungodly,  who  judge  them- 
•felves  to  be  in  a  good  Hate,  when  indeed  they  are  in  a 
bad  one.  And  here  this  felf-conceit  hath  efpecially  thefe 
two  parts,  or  two  things  in  it.  i.  When  men  appre- 
hend that  they  want  that  evil,  which  indeed  they  have. 
2.  When  they  imagine  they  have  that  good  which  in- 
deed they  want. 

[i.]  When  men  fuppofe  that  they  want  that  evil, 
which  indeed  they  have  ;  or  think  they  are  not  fo  bad 
as  indeed  they  are.  Thus  the  Pliarifee  talks  how  free 
lie  is  of  conmion  vices,  Luke  xviii.  ii.;  that  he  is  not 
unjuit,  nor  an  extortioner:  and  yet  our  Lord  Jefus,  who 
•could  not  be  deceived,  charges  that  whole  tribe  with 
manifold  enprmiiies,  ]\Iatth.  xiii.  4, — 39..  Luke  xi.  29, 
— 44.  andr  elfewhere ;  how  they  devoured  widows' 
houfes,  through  colour  of  long  prayers ;  by  teaching 
their  children  to  ilarve  their  own  parents,  to  offer  to  the 
altar;  which,  in  effeft,  was  jull  to  fill  their  purfe.  Here 
was  injuftice  and  extortion ;  and  yet,  becaufe  it  was 
more  covertly  carried  on,  and  not  fo  evident  as  that  of 
the  publicans  and  common  thieves;  therefore  they  blefs 
.themfelves,  as  if  they  had  been  no  extortioners,  no  un- 
juft  perfons.  Thus  many  will  free  themfelves  of  pride: 
Why  ?  Becaufe  they  do  not  exceed  in  their  apparel ; 
and  yet  they  may  be  fwelled  with  pride  and  felf- con- 
ceit;  and  difcover  it  in  many  other  refpe^.     Thus 

many 
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many  natural  men  think  themfelves  free  of  many  finS 
and  grofs  im moralities,  which  take  place  in  the  genera- 
tion; and  fo,  who  nidre  religious  tharl  they?  They 
thirik  ihcy  have  riot  fuch  and  fuch  corruptions,  becaaf<j 
they,  feel  not  the  powerful  operation  of  them  }  and  it  is 
bnly  God's  rellraining  hahd,  but  ho  renewing  grace, 
tliat  makes  it  fo ;  but  a  lioil  is  no  lefe  a  lion,  When  in 
fetters,  than  when  he  is  loofe; 

Tiiiii  fclf-conceitj  whereby  men  judge  that  they  are 
not  fio  bdd  as  they  are^  it  looks  not  only  thus  to  prefent 
circumllanees,  but  it  looks  fometimes  backward,  to  for- 
mer times,  fayirig  *v'iih  the  Pharifees,  "  If  we  had  lived 
in  the  days-  of  our  fathers,*  we.  would  not  have  murdered 
the  prophets,"  Matth.  xxiii.  30.  when  yet  their  bloody 
perfec^tion  of  Chrift,  difcovered  the  fame  fpirit  to  be  ia 
them:  Even  fo,  many  will  fay,  *'  Fy  upon  the  perfecu- 
*'  ting  high  priellsj  that  crucified  Ghrift!  Fy  upon  Ju- 
*'  das  that  betrayed  him  !  if  we  had  been  living,  we 
**  would  have  taken  Ghrift's  part  againft  the  Jews;  we 
"  would  have  taken  the  Martyrs  part  againft  their  per* 
*«  fecutorsi"  And  yet  their  fpiteful  and  malicious  mindi 
againft  *the  people  of  G^od,  whom  they  miftake,  reproach 
and  mifreprefenti  Ihews  that  they  would  have  been  as 
ready,  as  the  forwardeft,  to  execute  all  thefe  yillanies 
and  butcheries.  If  oiie  had  alked  Herod,  concerning 
the  condad  of  Ahab  and  Jezebel  towards  Eliasj  and 
what  he  would  have  dorie^  in  the  like  cafe;  no  doubt, 
he  would  have  condemned  them  j  atid  declared,  ht 
would  never  have  been  guilty  of  the  like  ;  and  yet  he 
did  the  fame  thing  to  the  new  Ellas,  [viz.  John,  the 
Baptift,]  that  came  iri  the  fpirit  and  power  of  Elias ; 
and  fo  difcovered  that  he  would  have  dotte  the  fame 
thing  to  the  old  lilias. 

Again,  Sometimes  it  looks  forward  to  future  times, 
faying,  with  Hazael^  when  the  prophet  told  him  he  would 
cruelly  rip' up  the  women  vvith  child^  and  dalK  their  chil- 
dren  againft  the  ftones^  2  Kings  Viii.  13.  **  What!  am  I 
a  dog  ?"  He  thought  better  of  himfelf  than  thit  ever  he 
fliould  break  out  into  fuch  wickediiefs.  AH  the  fons 
of  Adam  are,  in  their  vitious  qualities,  worfe  than  dogs, 
•bears,  and  tygers ;   and  there  is  no  fm  fo  odious,  to 
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which  we  are  hot  inclinable  ;  for,  original  fin  hath  in  it 
the  feed  of  all  other  fins:    hence  it  is,  that  Ghrift  adref- 
fcs   that  admoniiion,   even  to  difciples,    that  they   take 
heed  of  farfeiting  and  drunkennefs,  Luke  xxi.  24.     For 
they  had  in  them  the  co'ranion  poifon  of  nature ;  and  fa 
were  dIkioxious,    even  to  the  moft    ihameful  and   re- 
proachfiil  evils:    and   yet   many   think    thetnfelves    far 
enough  from  thefe  and  fuch  like  enormous  fins.     What! 
am  I  a  dog,  to  do  lb  and  fo!  Men  pcrfuade  themfelves, 
through  felf-conceit,   that  th^ir  nature  is  not  fo  far  ve- 
nomed,  that  it  fliould  break  forth  into  fuch  wickednefs. 
Indeed,  there  may  be  fome  fins  that  we  arc  not  fo  much 
tempted  to  as  others:  fo  Luther  fatd  of  himfelf>   *•  That 
•  he  never  was  tempted  to  covetoufnefs/     Yet  there  is 
no  fin  but  we   may  both  be  tem]>ted  to,  and,    tUrough 
temptation,  even  fall   into,   if  the  evcrlafiing  arms  da 
not  andcr-prop;  this  isfuppofed  in  that  motive  adduced, 
GaL  vi.  I.  "  Prethen,   if  any  man  be  overtaken  in  a 
fault,  ye  which  are  fpiritual,  rellore  fuch  an  one  in  the 
fpirit  of  meeknefs  ;  confiJering  thyfelf,  led  thou  alfo  be 
tempted/*     We  need  to  fufpeft-our  own  hearts,   if  we 
knew  our  nature;  however  they  may  be  tamed  l^''  edu- 
cation, civility,   good  example,  and  the  like.      As  you 
would  readily  fufpefit  a  bear,  or  wolf,    or  lion,   or  any 
fuch  like  bead,  and  be  loth  totruU  bimfelf  to  it,  though 
never  fo  well  tamed,  knowing  its  natural  voracious  dif- 
pcfition  :   even  fo,  *'  He  that  trullelh  in  his  ovvh  heart, 
rs  a  fool;  and  he  that  leaneth  to  his  own  underftanding, 
is  not  wile."     P'ear  even  thofe   frns  which   ye  leaft  fuf- 
pe6t,    and  to  which  you   find  not  yourfelv^  fo  pronely 
carried. 

[2.3  Another  part  of  felf-conccit  is,  when  they  fup- 
pofe  they  have  that  good,  which  indeed  they  want ;  and 
when  they  imagine  themfelves  in  a  good  ftate,  when  they 
are  in  a  very  bad,  miferable  one.  This  is  a  very  fad  de- 
ceit; *<  He  that  thinketh  himfelf  to  be  fometbing,  when 
he  is  nothing,  deceiveth  himfelf,"  Gal.  vi.  3.  And,  as 
was  formerly  obferved,  felf-conceit  is  felf  deceit.  Ani 
here  we  might  condefcend  on  a  variety  of  perfons  who 
thus  deceive  themfelves.  .   .-  • 

(i.)  TheTkch  wotVAlitv^d^c^vcthhimTeif,  becaufe  of 
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his  outward  profperity :  but/  though  riches  be  the  gift 
of  God,  yet  we  mull  coufider,  with  what  God  reaches, 
them;  whether  with  the  right-hand,  in  his  love,  or 
with  the  left-hand  in  his  anger.  I  have  read  of  a  king 
that  heaped  up  riches  upon  thofe  whom  he* oioll  heat- 
ed; that,  .together  with  their  riches,  he  might  crufh 
the;n  with  a  heavy  burden  of  cares.  God  puts  fome  in- 
to fat  paftures,  that  he  ..may  feed  them  tor  a  day  of 
iliughter. 

(2.)  Civilians  deceive  thenifclves,  and  think  their  (late 
good,  becaufe  they  live  honellly  without  fcandal,  faying, 
Whofe  ox  or  afs  have  I  ilojen?  Wuom  have  1  wronged? 
Bat,  what  fort  of  a  religion  is  that,  whiph  confiils  only 
in  hooelly  towards  men,  while  there  is  not  alio  devoti- 
on towards  God  f  A  negative  and  external  religion, 
without  fomething  pofitive  and  internal,  will  never  beaY  a 
perfon  out,  in  the  light  of  God:  ''  Except  your  righte- 
oufnefs  exceed  the  rightepufnefs  of  the  Scribes  and  Pha- 
rifees,  ye  cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven." 

(3.)  Libertines  deceive  tliemfelves ;  even  thefe  who 
turn  the  grace  of  Gad  irtto  wantonnefs,  and  apprehend 
their  cafe  to  be  gopd.  Why,  they  have  been  born  in 
the  church,  and  enjoy  the  privileges  thereof;  they  have 
been  vvaflied  with  holy 'Water,  and  fed  with  the  fpiritual 
manna  of  the  word  and  facraments  ;  they  cry,  *'  The. 
temple  of  the  Lord:"  we  have  gone  to  church  and  heard 
fermons;  yea,  we  believe,  fay  they;  though  yet  the 
mesons  of  fiith,  the  word,  and  powerful  miniitry  thereof,  , 
are  what  they  defpife. 

(4  )  Tne  temporary  believer  deceives  himfelf  with  a 
falfe  faith,  repentance,  and  obedience;  apprehending 
it  to  be  true  faith,  true  repentance,  true  religion  ;  nay,, 
hence  concludes  he  fliall  be  faved  ;  and  this  is  more 
dangerous  than  the  former,  becaufe  he  thinks  his  ar- 
gument is  certain,  and  agreeable  to  the  word.  And, 
indeed,  his  graces  may  be  fo  like  the  true  believer's, 
that  the  moft  difcerning  Ghriftian  cannot  diftinguifh  be- 
tween  them;  although  in  faSt  his  faith  fails  both  in  the 
knowledge  and  application  of  it.  It  fails  in  the  knowledge 
of  it,  in  that  it  is  not  grounded  and  rooted  in  the  teftimo- 
X^y  of  the  word  and  S|)irit:  and  in  experience^  iathax.  \^.v^ 
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not aheat'ng  and  warmingknol^ledge,  working  love  in  the 
heart  to  the  truth  known;  and  in  that  it  is  not  bumble  and 
abafing;,  making  him  to  loath  and  ahhor  him'elf.  Yea,  his 
faith  fails  in  the  application  of  it;  in  that  the  application  of 
it  is  not  mutual;  the  believer  takes  hold  of  Chrifl,  becaufe 
Ghrift  takes  hold  of  him.  True  faith  conflicts  with  un- 
belief;  the  believer  finds  much  ado  to  believe,  and  to 
live  by  faith.  The  hypocrite  finds  it  very  eafy  :  Satan 
doth  not  try  his  faith  ;  for  he  begat  that  prefumptuous 
fdith  in  him.  The  true  believer  believes  agajnil  fenfe  ; 
t^nd,  like  the  wonian  of  Canaan,  can  pick  comfort  out  of 
the  reproachful  name  of  a  dog;  and  with  Jonah,  even  in 
the  whalers  belly,  look  towards  Qod's  holy  temple :  can 
fee  heaven  in  the  very  extrenihy  of  raifery.  But',  in  fuch 
a  cafe,  the  temporary  believer'^  jolly  confidence  MU 
him.  And  fo  I  might  inftance  how  his  repentanqe  and 
obedience  fail  I^im.  But  6qwever^  herein' the  man  ap- 
prehends hi^  ilate  good,  while  yet  hp  i§  jn  the  gall  of 
bitterneis,  and  bond  of  iniquity. 

There  are  two  extremes  of  judging  of  ourfelvcs.  Some 
judge  their  (late  worfe  than  it  h;  as  when  the  children 
of  God  judge  themfelves  to  be  Satan's;  and  their  faith 
to  be  no  f^iith,  their  repentance  to  be  no  re[.entttnce. 
Some  again,  are  in  the  other  extreme,  and  judge  better 
of  themfelves  than  they  2(re,  eVen  to  be  the  children  of 
God,  when  they  are  Satan's  ;  to  have  faith,  when  it  is 
but  prefumption  ;  to  have  religion,  when  it  is  but  hy- 
pocrify.  So  men  may  be  pufted  up  with  a  conceit  of 
knowledge  ;  as  of  faith,  repentance,  love,  and  other 
graces:  and  furely,  of  thefe  two,  the  la!l  is  mod  dan- 
gerous, as  well  as  the  mofi:  common  deceit  and  error. 
It  is  better  for  a  good  man  to  think  he  hath  no  faith,  no 
religion;  than,  on  the  contrary,  for  an  ill  man  to  judge 
that  he  harh  |!hem  :  for,  to  judge  the  vMorfl  of  ourfelves, 
is  a  mean  to  awaken  us  out  of  fecurity,  and  to  ftir  us 
up  to  make  qur  calling  and  eledlion  fure  ;  but  to  judge 
we  have  grace,  when  we  have  none,  this  lulls  us  aileep, 
and  fends  us  fecurely  to  hell. 

III.  The  third  thing  propofed  v/a.-^,  To  fpeak  of  the 
grounds,  Qaufo,  ^wd  ^^\\t\^%  ^l  \!^\^  ^^Itcoticeit.     The 
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grounds  of  this  great  and  epidemical  dlftemper  are  ma- 
ny  ;  fuch  as, 

I.  Tiie  deceitful  and  dcf^^efately  wicked  temper  of  the 
heart;  for,  '*  The  heart  is  dc-eitful  above  all  things,  and 
defpcrately  wicked/'  Jer.  xvii.  9. .  As  Jacob  cheated  Efau 
out  of  his  earthly  inheritance;  fo  doih  the  hearts  of  the 
children  of  men  cheat  them  out  of  their  eternal  inheri- 
tance. There  ^T'C  many  deceitful  things  in  the  world  ; 
riches  are  deceitful,  favour  is  deceitful,  beauty  is  de- 
ceitful, enemies,  are  deceitful;  but  the  heart  is  deceit- 
fill  abov^  all  things;  yea,  above  the  devil  himfelf:  and 
this  doth  in  nothing  more  palpably  appear,  than  in 
making  people  believe  that  they  are  going  to  heaven, 
when  they  are  going  the  llraight  road  to  hell.  O  Sirs, 
do  not  truft  your  own  hearts. 

?.  Ignoi^ance  is  another  caufe  of  felf-conceit.  Many, 
through  ignorance,  cannot,  dillinguilh  between  good  and 
evil;  but  take  common  grace  for  faving  grace,  as  Saul 
took  th^.devil  for  Samuel,  .  Many  do  not  know  or  con* 
lider  what  it  is  that  brings  the  foul  to  heaven;  tliat  they 
muil  be  born  again,  and  go  thro'  the  pangs  pf  the  new 
birth,  and  the  hardlhips  of  niortification.  We  mull  not 
think  to  lie  in  Delilah's  lap  all  our  daysr  and  then  betake 
O'sirfelves  to  Abraham's  bofom  when  we  die.  Ignorj\nce  in 
fo  far  from  being  the  mother  of  devotion,  as  the  Papilla 
affirm,  that  it  is  the  mother  of  pride  and  prefumpiion, 
**  Thou  thoughteil  that  thcu  wail  rich,  and  increafed  in 
goods:  Why?  Thou  kneweft  not  tl^at  thou  art  poor, 
wretched,  miferaWe,  blinds  and  nalced,'''  Rev*  iii.  i7» 
Men  are  proud,  becauib  they  kjicw  not  their  milery  ; 
it  is  impoffible  that  a  man,,  who  truly  knovveth  his  mifery 
fliould  be  proud.  True,  the  apo^lle  faith,  "  Knowledge 
puffbih  up;''  that  is,  unfandlified  knowledge,  notional 
knovvledge;  but  true  knowledge  humbleth  ;  and  none 
more  proud  and  arrogant  than  the  brutifhly  ignorant 
man,  I  will  get  you  an  ignorant  man,  that  will  truly 
imagine. he  can  keep. the  whole  law:  '*  All  theie  things 
have  I  done  from  my  youth  up;  what  lake  I  yet?" 

3[.  Negligence  and  lloth  is  another  caufe  of  pride  and 
felf-conceit.  Many  are  at  no  pams  to  confider  where 
their  landing  (hall  be,  when  the  Ihadows  of  the  ev.erlaft- 
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ing  evening  will  be  ftretched  over  them.  Truly,  the 
whole  world  are  cither  atheiils,  or  down-right  mad; 
either  they  believe  not  that  there  is  a  heaven  and  hell, 
and  that  the  fcriptures -are  the  word  of  God,  whertby 
they  may  know  how  it  is  -between  him  and  them  ;  or, 
if  they  believe  that  there  is  a  God,  an  heaven,  and  an 
hell,  they  are  mad  and  diftrafled,  if  they  confider  not 
where  they  are  going — Spiritual  fleep  and  fecurity  is 
the  great  caufe  of  felf-conceit.  As  natural  fl^ep,  fo  fpi- 
ritual  fleep  is  full  of  dreams;  ''  It  ihall  even  be  as  when 
a  hungry  man  dreameth,  and  behold  he  eateth  j  but  he 
awakcth,  and  his  foul  is  empty  :  or  as  when  a  tbirlly 
man  dreameth>  and  behold  he  drinketh.;  but  he  awak- 
eth,  and  behold  he  is  faint,  and  his  foul  hath  appetite," 
Ifa.  xxix.  8.  A  man  may  dream  of  riches,  and  trcafures, 
and  crowns,  ^nd  kingdoms  conferred  of  him,  but  he 
awakcih,  and  no  fuch  matter,  thpugh  he  truly  thought 
in  his  dream,  that  he  was  poffeffed  of  ail.  So,  in  fpirit- 
ual  fleep,  people  may  have  firange  dreams  ;  they  may 
dream  of  heaven,  and  that  they  have  faith,  and  repentance, 
and  Chrift,  and  falvation,  and  a  crown  of  glory  ;  when, 
alas  !  all  is  but  a  dream ;  and  the  man  awakes,  either  in 
time  or  at  the  day  of  judgment,  and  finds  himfelf  de- 
ceived  ;  and  the  fweeter  the  dream,  the  fader  the  difap- 
pointment.  For,  as  in  natural  dreams,  it  is  better,  when 
they  are  falfe,  to  dream  of  fearful  things  than  of  joyful; 
as  for  inllance,  it  is  better  for  a  king  to  dream  that  he 
is  a  beggar,  than  for  a  beggar  to  dream  that  be  is  a 
king;  for  the  king,  when  he  awakens,  his  grief  is  gone, 
and  his  joy  is  redoubled,  feeing  the  vanity  of  his  dream; 
but  the  beggar,  when  he  awakes,  his  joy  is  gone»  and 
his  grief  redoubled,  in  regard  of  the  falfe  joy  of  his 
dream.  So  it  is  in  fpiritual  matters  ;  it  is  fafer  to  be 
in  fome  fears  about  our  ftate,  than  to  be  filled  with 
prefumptuous  hopes.  Chrifl  tells  us,  that  few  fliall  be 
laved ;  but  if  all  were  faved,  that  dream  they  fliall  be 
fo,  furely  there  would  be  few  that  fliould  be  damned ; 
but,  '^  Narrow  is  the  way  that  leads  to  life,  and  few  there 
be  that  find  it.'* 

4.  Another  caufe  of  felf-conceit  is  Satan,  who  hath 
^  great  hand  herein.    This  v^  ouc  of  the  great  wiles  of 
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this  cuaning  fophiller.  He  takes  all  methods  to  deceive  ' 
people:  be  perl'uades  them  that  their  (late  is  better ^thaa 
it  is;  and  makes  them  look  upon  themielves  as  really 
good  enough,  and  fafe  enough:  The  god  of  tliis  worLd 
hath  blinded  the  eyes  of  them  that  believe  not,  Whik} 
the  (Irong  man  armed  keeps  the  houfe,  the  goods  are  at 
cafe.  And  we  are  not  ignorant  of  his  device*;  he  hath 
great  fkill  in  deceiving  fouls.  He  deceived  cur  firll 
parents  when  finlefs ;  how  eafily  mull  he  deceive  us, 
who  are  finful  and  ignorant  ?  He  deceived  them,  by 
making  them  think  they  fhpuld  be  as  gods,  to  know  good 
and  evil;  and  he  deceives  us,  by  making  us  think,  that 
we  are  gods,  knowing  all  that  we  need  to  know ;  and  fp^ 
lifting  them  up  in  pride,  they  are  pure  in  their  own  cyeS| 
though  remaining  in  their  impurity, 

5.  Another  caufe  of  felf-conceit  is  judging  the  good^^ 
nefs  or  badnefs  of  our  ftate  by  falfe  rules.  Many  form 
very  erroneous  opinions  and  miilakes  of  a  good  con« 
dition ;  and  they  frequently  millake  a  bad  Hate  for  a 
good  one,  by  reafon  of  the  falfe  rules  by  which  they 
judge  themfelves, — Sometimes  they  judge  themfclves 
by  the  opinion  that  others  have  of  them :  they  are  held  ia 
reputation  by  others  in  the  world,  who  know  them,  for 
perfons  of  wifdom,  knowledge,  prudence,  difcretion,  &c.; 
and  accordingly  form  fuch  fentimeqts  of  tliemfelves.-— 
Sometimes  they  judge  themfjslves  by  their  affeaions» 
whether  of  hatred  or  love:  it  may  be  they  hate  fome 
of  the  evils  of  the  day,  and  fome  of  the  fins  of  the 
times;  and  flicw  fome  zeal  againit  thefe  :  but  Judas 
may  preach  againft  the  Pharifees,  and  preach  up  Chrift, 
and  yet  be  a  traitor.  It  may  be,  they  have  a  love  to 
the  godly;  but  not  becaufe  they  are  godly,  and  for  the 
bolinefs  and  purity  they  perceive  about  them.-.-Some- 
•  times  they  judge  by  the  falfe  rule  of  an  erring  confciettcc: 
and  many  apprehend  that  matters  are  right  witfe  them» 
becaufe  of  ftorms  and  calms  in  the  confcience:  but 
people  may  have  ftorms  in  the  confcience,  like  Judas  a  - 
and  calms  in  the  confcience,  like  the  peace  of  juftifica- 
tion;  and  yet  it  is  but  carnal  fecurity,  faying,  "  We  Ihall 
have  peace,  though  we  walk  after  the  imagination  of  our 
own  evil  hearts.^'  Sometimes  they  judge  by  the  falfe  rule 
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of  the  audience  of  their  prayers,  God  may  hear  th« 
prayer  of  people,  with  reiped  to  fome  bleffings  that  they 
need;  and  yet  give  leanriefs  to  their  foul.— ^Sometimes 
perfons  judge  by  the  taU'e  rul^s  of  the  law>  mifunder- 
ftood  :  as  when  they  judge  either  by  a  part  of  the  law, 
or  judge  by  the  putfide  of  ihp  }aw,  and  not  the  infide 
and  fpirituality  of  it.  Indeed,  the  application  of  the 
law^  is  one  great  caufe  of  felfrconceit:  fo  it  was  with 
Paul ;  "  I  was  alive  without  the  law  once ;  but  when  the 
commandment  came,rm  revived,  and  I  died,"Rom.vii.9, 
Sometimes  perfons  judge  themfelves  by  the  falfe  rules  of 
the  gofpel,  millaken  j  fuch  as  that  word,  **  If  there  be 
a  willing  mind,  it  is  accepted  j"  which  belongs*  pnly  to 
believers,  that  are  accepted  in  the  Beloved. 

6,  Another  caufe  of  felf-conceit,  is  felf-righteoufnefsj 
Rom.  X.  3.  "  Being  ignorant  of  God's  righteoufnefs, 
End  going  about  to  eftablifh  their  own  righteoufnefs, 
they  have  not  fubmitted'*  theirover-proud  conceit  of  their 
own  righteoufnefs :  it  flows  from  their  being  poffeffed  with 
a  legal  righteoufnefs  of  their  own;  and  this  makes  thcni 
fo  proud  and  felfifli,  that  they  will  have  nothing  ada 
with  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  God-naan. — rSome  have 
a  righteoufnefs  of  difpofition;  a  good  natural  temper  that 
they  lean  to,  and  deceive  themfelves  with. — ?Some  have 
a  righteoufnefs  of  education  :  they  have  been  brought 
up  at  the  feet  of  Gamaliel,  and  have  had  a  good  ex- 
ample; and  tliis  hath  had  much  influence  upon  them, 
to  reftrain  them  from  many  evils;  and  this  deceives 
them. — Some  have  a  righteoufnefs  of  profeflion,-as  Paul; 
one  of  the  (Iriftell  Pharifees,  of  the  ftrideft  fide;  one 
that  fides  himfelf  with  thofe  who  make  the  moft  fplendid 
profeffion. — Some  have  a  righteoufnefs  of  intention : 
they  have  good  refolutions;  ''  All  that  the  Lord  hath 
commanded,  we  will  co." — ^Some  have  a  righteoufnefs  of 
reputation:  they  are  of  good  repute  among  others,  and 
held  in  high  elleem  amongft  thofe  of  diftlnguiflied  abili- 
ties,— ^Some  have  the  righteoufnefs  of  reformation :  they 
do  many  things,  aricS  reform  in  many  particulars,  and 
keep  themfelves  from  many  of  the  grofler  and  more  open 
violations  of  God's  holy  law. — ^Some  have  the  righte- 
oufnefs  of  common  ^^uvX.M'aX  o^^t-^xvyasx  cottimon  enligh- 
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tenings  and  tailings  of  the  heavenly  gift,  Heb.  vi.  5,  6.} 
a  common  work  of  the  Spirit  upon  the  underflanding, 
will,  affcftions,  .confcience,  and  converfation. — In  a 
word,  Tome  have  a  ns^tural  ri^^jhteoufnefs,  a  eradle-faithj 
they  nevcf  did  any  thing  amifs, — Some  have  a  negative 
righteoufnefs;  they  are  not  as  other  men.  They  are- 
not  guilty  of  ihis  and  the  other  grofs  violation  of  God's 
holy  law.— Some  have  a  pcfuive  righteoufnefs;  they 
read,  and  pray,  and  fall,  and  give  alms,  and  attend 
upon  ordinances. — Some  have  a  comparative  righteouf- 
nels;  they  imagine  they  are  better  than  others:  ^Vl  am 
holier  than  thou," — Y^a,  fome  have  a  fuperlalive  rightc- 
pulnefs  ;  they  fay  and  do  their  beft.  And  I  know  not 
how  many  kinds  of  righteoufnefs  mip^ht  be  mentioned.—- 
Some  have  an  aftive  righteoufnefs;  they  do  what  they 
can:  nay,  they  do  many  things. — Some  have  a  pafEve 
righteoufnefs;  they  have  fuffl-red  loflls  and  croffes  for 

a  good  caiife,  and  the  fake  of  religion. Upon  thefe, 

and  the  like,  many  profeff.TS  build  : .  and  hence  theiy 
conceive  highly  of  themfelves,  and  are  pure  in  their 
owti  eyes  J  and  yet,  aft^r  all,  are  not  wafhed  from  their 
filthincfs. 

IV.  The  fourth  general  head  of  the  method  was, 
to  fpeak  of  the  evil  of  this  fin  of  felf  conceit.  We  may 
view  this,  i.  More  generally.    2.  More  particularly. 

I  ft,  We  may  view  the  evil  of  fell-conceit  more  gene- 
rally. Where  felf-conceit  is,  in  its  power,  it  is  an  evi- 
dence and  plain  indication  of  being  a  ftran;;er  to  religion, 
and  of  being  a  grofs  hj  pocrite:  for,  he  that  lifteth  up  h»8 
heart,  is  not  upright:  Hab.  ii.  4.  '*  His  fpul  that  is  lifted 
up  in  him,  is  not  upright,"  He  that  hath  a  conceit  of 
bis  own  purity  and  attainments,  is  btit  a  diffembler, 
is  not  what  he  pretends  to  be. 

2dly,  L(jt  us  take  a  more  particular  view  of  the  eViI 
of  felf-conceit.  The  evil  of  it  will  appear  in  thefe  fix 
refpefts  :  i.  In  refi')ea  of  ourfelves.  2.  In  refpefl  of 
others.  3.  In  refpeftof  Chrifl:.  4.  In  refpeftof  graces. 
5.  In  refpeft  of  duty.     6.  In  rcfpeft  of  danger. 

I.  The  evil  of  felf-conceit  will  appear  in  refpeft  of 
gurfelves.     Where  felf-conceit  is  ia  ^  ^^tfoxv^  ^ksRx^Kv 
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pride;  and,  you  know,  **  God  rdifteth  the  proud,  but 
he  giveth  grace  to  the  humble/'  Where  feU- conceit  is, 
there  is  carnal  fecurity  ;  and,  "  Droufmefs  Ihall  clothe 
a  man  with  rags."  Where  it  is,  there  is  contempt  of 
means:  Self-conceit  produces  either  a  defpifing  of  the 
ineansi  or  a  not  ufing  of  the  means  that  God  hath  ap- 
pointed* The  man  being  felf-fufficient,  he  is,  in  Tome 
manner,  above  means :  the  means  of  grace,  the  means 
of  knowledge  are  undervalued. 

a.  The  evil  of  fclf-conceit  will  appear,  if  we  take 
a  view  of  it,  with  refpecl  to  others.  The  evil  of  it  is 
facbi  that  it  produceth  either  a  contempt  of  others; 
**  Bleflbd  be  God,  I  am  not  like  this  man  ;"  he  under- 
values them,  and  looks  down  upon  them,  aa  below  him: 
or,  it  produceth  uncharitablenefs,  if  not  contempt.  None 
fo  uncharitable  as  the  man  that  hath  a  conceit  of  himfelf. 
I  think  the  apoftle  Paul  feems  to  hint  at  this.  Gal.  vi.3, 
compared  with  the  firft  verfe :  (j.  d.  I  know  none  will 
ftand  in  oppofition  to  this  duty  of  charitable  carriage 
towards  their  neighbour,  but  tbofe  that  are  puffed  up 
with  an  high  conceit  of  themfelves, 

3.  The  evil  of  this  felf-conceit  will  appear  in  refpeft 
of  Chrift.  Such  people  contemn  him  ;  and  they  delpile 
his  fulnefs,  righteoufnefs,  and  blood. -^ They  defpife 
bis  fulnefs  for  tlieir  fupply:  why,  they  are  full  of  them- 
felves;  they  are  rich  and  increafed  with  goods,  and  ftand 
in  need  of  nothing.  They  come  rich,  and  go  empty 
away.— ^They  defpife  his  righteoufnefs  for  their  jufiifica- 
tion:  while  they  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes,  they  con- 
tent  thcmfelves  with  a  righteoufnefs  fpun  out  of  their 
own  bowels,  out  of  their  own  duties, — They  defpife  his 
blood,  his  Spirit,  his  grace,  for  their  fan(3:ification!  why, 
a  perfon  that  thinks  himfelf  already  pure,  will  not  make 
application  to  the  fountain  where  unclean  fouls  are 
made  clean. 

.4.  The  evil  of  felf-conceit  will  appear,  if  we  view  it 
in  refpeft  of  graces.  The  evil  of  it  is  fuch,  that  it  ftands 
in  oppofition  to  every  grace;  particularly  to  that  mother- 
grace.  Humility:  "  God  giveth  grace  to  the  humble;  but 
he  refifteth  the  proud.''  Humility  is  fuch  a  grace,  that, 
without  it,  a  man  Qaunot  be  giChriflian,   Now,  this  pride 
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is  oppofcd  to  humility  and  felf-dettial,  which  Chrift  en* 
joins  on  all  bis  difciples:  it  is  oppofed  to  that  felf-loadw 
ing  diat  he  requires.  The  felfilh  man  will  not  be  covers 
ed  with  the  vail  of  blufhing:  No;  he  feldom  takes  a 
look  of  his  failings.  He  looks  more  on  his  beau^  than 
his  defilement.  He  will  not  cry  out  with  A^r,  in  th^ 
context,  "  I  am  more  brutilh  than  any  man;  I  have  not 
the  underftanding  of  a  man."  The  motto  of  the  humbly 
man  is,  "  I  abhor  myfelf,  and  repent  induftand  aflies." 
The  motto  of  the  felfconceited  man  is,  "  God,  I  thank 
thee,  I  am  not  like  other  men."  He  looks  op  any  thing 
of  attainment  through  a  magnifying  glafsj  but  upon  his 
fins  in  a  diminifhing  one. 

5.  The  evil  of  felf-conceit  is  great  in  refpeS  oi'duties^ 
The  evil  of  it  will  appear  very  great,  if  we  coafider  thd 
following  particiilars,  among  fcveral  others.— For  it 
produceth  rafhnefs  in  adventuring  upon  duty;  even  Ch« 
mod  folemn  duty:  becaufe,  being  pure  in  their  cnvneyes, 
they  Hand  upon  no  duty ;  while  the  poor,  humble  and 
felf-abafed  creature  is  afraid  leR  he  mifmanage  his  work* 
It  produceth  a  fuperficial  performance  of  duty  :  though 
they  think  very  much  of  their  duties,  yet  they  perform 
them  but  overly  ;  for  they  imagine  any  fort  of  fervico 
for  them  is  enough.  And  yet  it  produceth  a  kind  of 
meritorious  opinion  of  their  duties:  "  Wherefore  hai^ 
we  faded,  and  thou  feeft  not  ?  Wherefore  have  we  at 
Aided  our  foul,  and  thou  talked  no  knowledge  ?**  Ifa. 
Iviii.  3,  4.  As  if  God  had  been  faulty,  in  not  .taking 
notice  of  their  performances.  —  We  might  mention 
a  variety  of  other  things  to  the  fame  purpoie. 

6.  The  evil  of  felf-conceit  will  appear  in  refpefit  of 
danger.  The  evil  of  it  is  exceeding  great.  Why  fo  ? 
Here  is  great  deceit ;  for,  **  He  that  thihketh  himfelf 
to  be  fomething,  when  he  is  nothing,  deceiveth  himfelf" 
Gal.  vi.  3.  Ajid  this  is  the  word  of  all  deceit.  To  de- 
ceive another,  is  certainly  a  great  fault;  but  to  deceive 
ourfelves,  what  a  terrible  evil  is  it!  -For  a  man  to  kill  and 
dedroy  another,  is  a  fad  thing;  but  to  kill  and  deftroy 
himfetf,  is  yet  more  dreadful! — ^Tbe  felf-conoeited  perfon 
imagines  he  can  perform  any  'duty  ;  th^  .be  can  read, 
pray,  coaiciunicate^  lielicTei^  xepeitf  :    but  lie  deceUr^;^ 
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himfelf.-i-To  be  deceived  about  earthly  things  is  ill ; 
but  to  be  deceived  and  cheated  out  of  our  inimortal  foulsi 
ftlas!  that  is  vvorft  of  alL-^When  afcir-conceited  perfon 
hears  the  ihreiteilirtg,  or  the  promife,  he  niifapplies  all: 
that  threatening  is  not  to  him,  he  thinks.;    and  yet  that 
is  his  portion:   that  promife  is  to  him,   he  imagines; 
and  yet  he  hath  no  part  in  that  matter. — Again,  as  fuch 
people  are  never  Ukely  to  get  good  of  ordinances;  (o^ 
they  are  not  qafily  convinced  of  their  riiiltake  :    and  no 
wonder;  for  we  are  told,   Jer.  vii,  5.  **  l^hey  hold  faft 
deceit,*'  when  we  fay  all  we  poflibly  can  fay  to  them; 
They  will   ftill  declarej  that  they  have  a  good  heart 
towards  God,  and  that  they  have  a  great  Jove  to  Chrift; 
though  yet  they  never  faw  their  ill  heait,  nor  their 
ftrong- enmity:  *'  They  hold  faft  deceit.''    Self- conceited 
perfons  will  come   under  a  fad  difappointment  in  the 
iffue;  for,  •*  Fearfulndfs  (hall  furprife  the  hyp6crite  in 
Zion.    Who  among  us  iliall  dwell  with  devouring  fire? 
Who  can  abide  with  cverlafting  burning  ?"     Why  will 
tliey  be  furprifed  with  fear  and  terror  ?    What  is  the 
matter?  Why,  they  had  a  good  hope  of  heaven;   and  fo, 
the  higher   their  hope,  the   more  diftnal  their  fall  and 
difappointment.     Oh!  how  faiahy  ride  triuhiphaiitly  to 
hell    in  a  chariot    of  foul-deftroying   delufion !     They 
imagine  they  are  right  enough,  and  that  all  is  well; 
'while  it  is  quite  othcrwife  with  them* 

SERMON    XVI. 
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Tierc  is  a  generation  that  are  pure  in  their  o^n  eyeSy  and  yet 
is  not  'vjajhed from  tbtir  Jiltbinefs. 

[The  ninth  Sermon  en  this  Text.] 

THIS  tex-t  affigns  two  or  three  differences  between 
the  godly  and  th(e  wicked,  i.  They  differ  from  each 
i^ther  in  their  number  \  th^re  is  a  geceraiion.of  wicked 
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nien  and  hypocrites^  a  raultitude  of  them:  whereas  the 
godly  are  but  a  little  flok,  an  handful,  a  retnaant^  a  few.* 
2.  Th.y  differ  from  each  other  in  their  judgment ;  pafj 
ticularly  in  their  judgment  about  themfclves^  Wicked 
men  and  hypocrites  are  proud,  and  pure  in  their  own 
eyes ;  whereas  the  godly  are  humble,  and  vile  in  thei^ 
own  eyes,  3.  They  differ  from  each  other  in  tlieir  real 
qualities.  The  wicked  and  hypocritical  generation  are 
really  vile  and  polluted,  never  walhen  from  their  filthi- 
nefs;  whereas  the  godly  are  purified  in  part,  apd  cleanfed 
from  their  filthinefs;  at  lea{i,it  is  their  exercife  to  get  their 
defilement  daily  waflied  away  with  the  blood  of  Chrift. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  as  felf-abafement  and  purity  go 
together;  (for,  they  that  are  impure  and  vile  in  their 
own  eyes,  are  a  people  wafhed  from  their  filthinefs;) 
fo,  on  the  other  hand,  felf-conceit  and  impurity  go  to-* 
gether;  for,  the  generation  that  are  pure  in  their  own 
eyes,  are  not  waflied  from  their  filthinefs.  The  former 
Jook  upon  themfelves  as  impure,  and  yet  are  pure; 
the  latter  judge  themfelves  pure,  but  are  impure. 

The  dodrinal  part  of  the  fubjefl;  having  been  finilhed 
jn  the  preceding  difcourfe,  it  remains  now  that  we  make 
fome  practical  improvement  of  the  point. 

V.  The  fifth  thing  we  propofed  in  the  method,  was 
the  application  of  the  doClrine  ;  which  we  fhall  effay  in 
feveral  ufes. 

The  firft  ufe  that  we  make,  ftiall  be  of  Information. 
If  it  be  fo,  as  has  been  aflirmed,  That  felf-conceit  is 
incident  to  a  multitude  of  profeffors,  then  we  may  infer 
the  following  things. 

I.  Hence  fee  the  degeneracy  of  our  nature,  by  reafon 
of  the  fall.  Alas !  how  corrupt  is  our  nature  now  I 
The  devil  made  our  firft  parents  fancy,  that  they  fhould 
be  as  gods ;  and  now  he  makes  men  dream  that  they  are 
as  gods;  for,  this  felf-conceit  is  a  deifying  of  ourfelves. 
Self  is  the  god  that  we  adore  naturally.  Iiiftead  of  law- 
ful felf-love,  unlawful  felf-conceit  takes  place.  There 
is  a  lawful  felf-love  injoined;"Thou.  fhaU  love  thy  neighs 
bour  as  thyfelf;"  where,you  fee,it  it  our  duty  to  Jove  our- 

fdvesi 
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Celves;  rtd  then  our  neighbour  as  oorfelve«i  -  Ami  if 
the  gcnefauoh  had  a  fight  and  lawful  love  to  thcmfelvcs, 
either  foul  or  body ;  they  would  not  deftroy  their  bodies 
by  intemperance  and  inlobriety,  and  ruin  their  fouls  by 
wilful  fia  and  impenitency  :  but,  inftead  of  lawful  felt 
love»  finful  felf-love  takes  the  throne.  Selfcconceit  and 
feltad miration,  felf-will  and  felf-f£|tisfa(3:ion  prevail. 

a.  See  what  is  the  great  tendency  of  true  gofpel- 
Jprcaching;  namely,  to  difcover  and  dinlinifli  all  felf- 
purity  aod  felf-righteoufnefs,  that  Ghrift  alone  may  be 
exalted :  yea,  the  defign  Of  it  is  to  leveh  and  dafti  down 
all  that  felf- conceited  purity,  whereby  people  are^pure 
in  their  ov«^n  eyes,  that  it  may  advance  gofpel-purity, 
by  which  we  may  be  pure  in  God's  fight*  Some  make 
a  vaft  noife  about  preaching  up  good  works,  and  <rf 
their  being  friends  to  holinefs  and  the  law ;  while  yet  the 
tendency  of  their  doftrine.  may  be  only  to  make  people 
pure  and  holy  in  their  own  eyes,  and  in  the  eyes  of 
men :  but  that  which  a  gofpel-mhiitler  efpeclally  aims  at, 
is,  to  get  people  pure  in  the  fight  of  God.  He  cannot 
fatisfy  himfelf  merely  in  preaching  up  good  works,  and 
charity,  piety,  devotion,  mercy,  tendernefs,  honefty, 
civility,  morality, &c.  which  is  very  commendable;  and 
would  to  God  there  were  more  of  thefe;  but  he  goes 
farther,  and  labours  principally  to  get  the  foundation  of 
true  holinefs  laid  in  the  heart,  felf-purity  mortified,  the 
principles  re£lified,  and  Ghrift  formed  in  the  heart:  other- 
wife,  they  build,  without  laying  a  foundation.  It  may 
be  obferved,  with  regret,  there  never  were  lefs  ^morality 
amona:(l  psrfons  of  all  ranks,  than  fince  fo  many  minifters 
laid  afiJe  evangelical  preaching,  and  made  the  inculcat- 
ing moral  duties  their  principal  theme.  And  many  who 
extol  moral  virtues,  are  themfelves  the  moft  immoral 
perfons^  The  Pharifecs  fet  up  for  great  friends  to  the 
law,  when  Ghrift  appeared  on  the  ftage ;  and  they  flouted 
at  him,  as  if  he  had  been  an  enemy  to  good  works,  when 
he  wis  telling  them  that  they  were  but  hypocrites: 
*•  Think  they  (faith  he),  that  I  am  come  to  deftroy  the 
law?  Nay,  Except  your  righteoufnefs  exceed  the  righte- 
oufnefs  of  the  Scribes  and  Pharifecs,  ye  cannot  enter  into 
the  kingdom  of  God%'^     Why,  they  were  pure  in  their 
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own  eyes  ;  they  verily  imagined  they  were  friends  to  ho* 
linels :  yet  they  m  ide  clean  but  the  outfide,  and  were  not 
internally  walhed  from  their  filthinefs.  The  dodlrine  of 
the  Piiarifees  was  much  about  walliings,  and  legal  pu- 
rifijation:  Yea,  faith  Ghrift;  but  I  tell  you,  you  mud 
be  pure  in  heart,  ocherwife  you  cannot  fee  God.  Why, 
fay  the  Pharifees,  you  muft  do  good  works,  and  bring 
forlh  good  fruits  :  Yea,  faith  Gliriil;  but  make  the  tree 
good,  otherwife  the  fruit  cannot  be  good.  The  princi- 
ples muft  be  changed,  the  nature  renewed,  and  the  foul 
implanted  into  Ghrill ;  then,  and  not  till  then,  can  any 
do  what  is  fpiritually  good.  Till  there  be  both  a  fpiri* 
tual  habit  ol'  grace,  wrought  by  the  efficacious  power  of 
the  Spirit  of  God  ;  and  a  fpiritual  communication  of 
heavenly  influences,  to  excite  that  habit  into  exercife, 
there  can  be  no  pure  a£t,  no  holy  work  acceptable  to 
God:  and  whatever  doftrine  doth  not  aim  at  this,  it 
comes  fo  far  Ihort  of  preffing  holinefs,  that  it  may  indeed 
make  hypocrites ;  but  can  never  diredl  people  how  to 
go  one  ttep  beyond  hypocrify  and  felf-conceit :  for, 
without  this  radical  change,  a  man  may  well  be  pure  itt 
his  own  eyes,  and  in  the  eyes  of  others;  but  is  not  pur* 
in  God's  eyes,  nor  wafhen  from  his  filthinefs* 

3.  Hence  fee  the  difference  that  there  is  between  be* 
lievers  and  hypocrites*  The  hypocrite  doth  the  fam^ 
a(^ion  externally  that  the  found  believer  doth  ;  he  may 
pray  and  praife,  and  read,  and  hear,  and  what  not* 
What  doth  the  bell  believer  that  I  do  not  ?  faith  the 
hypocrite.  What  can  they  do  but  I  will  do  ?  Yea,  he 
may  exceed  the  believer  in  the  multitude  of  duties. 
But,  behold !  all  the  while  he  is  a  mafs  of  impurity  and 
pollution  ;  and  only  pure  in  his  own  eyes.  He  may  in- 
deed affect  holinefs,  and  feem  to  be  one  that  is  freed  of 
felf-conceit;  but  yet  felf  is  ftill  his  principle,  and  felf 
ftill  his  end.  Whereas  the  t*ue  believer,  as  fuch,  hath 
no  felf*conceit,  but  what  is  his  burden  ;  no  felf- motive, 
but  what  is  his  grief;  no  felf-ends  or  aims,  but  what 
are  his  exercife  either  fooner  or  later.  And,  in  a  word, 
there  is  as  great  a  difference!  between  the  moll  refined 
hypocrite,  and  the  pooreft  believer,  as  ther^  is  between 
a  painted  image,  acd  a  living  man  ;  yea-,  ss  there  U-b^t- 
Vox,  L  G£  v^^«^ 
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tween  an  angel  of  light,  and  a  devil  transforming  hloi- 

fcif  thereunto* 

4.  Henje  fee  ground  to.  lament  this  common  diftem- 
per  and  epidemic  plague  of  lelf-conceit,  ttiat  hath  fei^ 
the  generality  of  profellbrs,  whereby  they  are  pare  in 
their  own  eyes.  There  are  few  or  none  that  we  come  to 
cli^fe  convcrfe  with,  but  they  would  fain  make  us  believe, 
that  they  are  as  clean  and  pure  as  can  poffibly  be.  Say 
they,  *  We  are  all  finners  ;  and  who  can  fay  otherwife, 

*  but  they  hvLVi-  lin  about  them  ?    But  God   be  thanked, 

*  I  am  not  guilt/  of  fucu  and  fuch  a  grofs  wickednefs; 

*  you  mui't  not  iiave  fuch  ill  thoughts  of  me:  I  was  never 
^  a  liar,  nor  a  cheat,  or  a  murderer:  I  have  always  had 

*  a  liking  to  the  bell  way ;  I  have  a  good  heart,  and  do 
^  good  duties;  and  wherein  I  fail,  I  hope  I  will  be  better.' 
Alasl  Sirs,  profanity  kills  its  thoufands  ;  but  delufion 
kills  its  tea  thoufands:  and  this  delufion  kills  its  twenty 
thoufands,  while  they  fancy  themfelves  to  be  right,  and 
in  a  good  condition,  and  yet  are  in  the  gall  of  bitternels 
and  bond  of  iniquity. — What  is  the  ban  and  difpofition  of 
the  generation  ?  Even  a  fettled  contentednefs  in  their 
finful  Itate;  a  prefumptuous  confidence  that  natural  men 
have  of  their  good  condition.  Every  man  is  fo  full  of 
felf-love,  that  he  is  loth  to  pafs  a  fentence  againlt  his 
own  foul ;  loth  to  become  a  judge  and  felf-condemner, 
and  fo  an  executioner  of  all  his  vain  hope  and  falfe  con- 
fidences, that  he  hath  l>een  building  upon. — If  people 
were  once  come  to  fee  their  finful  ilate,  fo  as  to  cry  out, 
Oh!  I  am  unclean,  unclean!  and  to  fee  their  miferable 
Hat.,  fo  a:i  to  cry  out,  Alas!  I  am  undone,  undone!  there 
would  be  more  hope  in  Ifrael  coiicerning  them:  but  while 
they  are  content  with  their  prefent  condition,  there  is 
no  hope  of  their  feeking  out  for  another. — Or,  if  any 
happen  to  fee  fomet'-in^  of  their  fmfulnefs  and  mifery; 
yet,  how  doth  their  lelNconceit  lead  them  irillantly  to 
expect  help  and  fupply  from  their  own  fufHciency :  for  this 
Arminianifm  is  natural  to  us  all.  We  hope,  that  either 
by  our  natural  ability,  common  graces,  or  beautiful 
periormances,  we  may  help  burfelves  out  of  the  horrible 
pit;  not  knowing  that  we  have  dellroyed  ourfelves,  and 
that  in  Chrift  only  doth  our  help  lie  :  and  therefore  we 

will 
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^ill  fcramble  for  our  comfort,  and  try  the  utmoft  of  our 
ftrcingth,  rather  than  be  obliged  ta  hini  to  help  us;  and 
confcqaently  when  chebody  or  conrciehce  is  brought  to 
trouble,  men  are  fo  ready  to  refolve,  and  apt  to  promife 
and  profeis  amendment,  faying,  *  O,  I  will  be  a  renewed 
^  niiin  ;  you  will  fee  that  I  vyill  take  up  myfelf,  and  re* 
*  forni  all  that  has  been  amifs.'  But,  behold  !  when  their, 
fear  and  horror  is  over,  all  comes  to  nothing;  they  either 
fall  back  into  the  fame,  or  greater  abominations;  or  elfe 
waJle  away  into  a  weaHfdnie  formality  and  hypocrify. 

5.  H:;nce  \Ve  may  fee  niaiter  of  conifort  to  all  whom 
the  Lord  hath  humbled  and  fepdrated  thus  from  a  ge- 
neration of  lelf-conceited  fmners,  who  are  pure  in  their 
own  eyes;  It  is  ground  of  conifort,  if  the  Lord  has  killed 
your  prldej  and  made  you  vile  in  your  own  eyes :  for, 
*^  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  the  high  and  lofty  One,  that  in- 
habiteth  eternity^  whofe  tiarae  is  holy  ;  I  dwell  in  the 
high  and  holy  place,  with  hini  alfd  that  is  of  d  humble 
and  contrite  fpirit,  to  revive  the  fpiirit  of  the  humble,  and 
to  revive  the  fpirit  of  the  contrite;  bhes,^'  Ifa.  Ivii.  15; 
Yea,  *'  To  this  man  will  1  look,  (faith  the  Lord;)  eveii 
to  him  that  is  poor,  and  of  a  contrite  fpirit,  and  trem- 
bleth  at  my  word,"  chap.  Ixvi.  2.  Hath  the  Lord 
brought  you  to  the  valley  ojf  humiliation  ?  It  is  ground 
of  comfort ;  becaufe  he  has  given  this  valley  of  Achor 
for  a  door  of  hope; 

6.  Hence  we  xr\^y  fee  matter  of  terror  to  thofe  that 
are  ftill  filled  with,  felf-cdnceit,  and  are  pure  in  their 
own  eyes ;  fo  ftuflTid  with  pride,,  and  puffed  up  with 
the  wind  of  felf-confiderice,  fuppofing  themfelves  to  b6 
good,  aiid  horieft,  and  upright^  that  the  ^^oM  of  con- 
viction makes  no  inipreflion,  but  falls  upon  their  hard 
hearts,  as  water  upon  a  rock,  that  cannot  enter,  nor 
prevail,  rior  profit  at  all.  May  ndt  this  doftrine  dafli 
the  hopes,  and  fink  the  hearts,  of  all  haughty  and  hard- 
hearted finners?  If  your  hearts  Were  never  humbled^ 
God  never  dwelt  there;  dwell  you  where  you  will,  God 
doth  not  dwell  with  you  ;  for^  though  he  has  re(pe£t  to 
the  lowly,  yet  he  knoweth  the  proud  afar  off;  yea,  refiftd 
the  proud.  Vou  niay  be  pure  in  your  own  eyes;  and 
draw  the  eyes  of  others  after  you;  but  God  will  not 
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come  near  yoQ,  nor  cad  his  eye  towards  you,  but  with 
abhorrence.  Hear  and  fear,  then,  you  that  are  flout- 
hearted,  and  far  from  righteoufnefs;  whole  confciences 
can  atteft,  that  the  day  never  yet  dawned,  where  you 
found  not  your  fins. a  pleafure  .to  you.  You  are  fo  far 
from  being  humbled  or  troubled  for  'your  fins,  that  it 
is  your  only  trouble  that  you  cannot  commit  them  with 
content,  and  without  controul :  and  you  are  only 
troubled  with  admonitions,  counfels,  commands,  threat- 
nings,  fcriptures,  and  fermons  that  crofs  you.— -Know 
for  certain,  if  you  be  never  humbled,  and  broken  for 
your  abominations,  you  muft  burn  for  them  one  day. 
Your  proud  hearts  were  never  abafed  and  laid  tn  the 
dull;  and  if  they  remain  fo,  the  Lord  will  ruin  both  you 
tvA  them.— -There  are  a  few  in  the  world,  whofe  hearts 
fail  them,  under  the  weight  of  their  abominations ;  and 
who  lie  low  in  the  dull  for  their  fins  :  but  you,  being 
pure  in  your  own  eyes,  and  never  humbled  for  your  heart 
and  life-abominations,  dertde  and  fcorn  thefe  humbled 
and  broken  ones,  and  look  down  upon  them,  with  a 
fiipercilious  eye,  as  filly  and  defpicable  men :  But  yet 
a  little  while,  and  you  fhall  fee  them  exalted  to  glory, 
and  faved  for  ever ;  when  fuch  felf-conceited,  proud, 
end  prefumptuous  wretches,  as  you  are,  fhall  be  turned 
into  helll     O  Sirs,  "  Be  not  high-minded,  but  fear.*' 

The  Second  Ufe  that  we  make  of  the  doQirine,  is  for 
I)ehortation  and  Caution,  i.  To  the  wicked.  2.  To 
the  godly.     3.  To  all  in  general. 

I.  To  the  wicked  and  ungodly.  Is  this  felf-conceit  fo 
incident  to  a  multitude  of  profeffors  ?  O  Sirs,  do  not  draw 
this  inference  from  it,  as  if  there  were  no  real  Chriflians 
in  the  world,  becaufe  many  pretend  to  be  fo,  who  yet 
are  not  fo.  Nay,  God  hath  his  own  remnant  in  the 
world ;  his  Nathaniels,  who  are  Ifraelites  indeed,  in 
whorn  there  is  no  guile,  no  allowed  or  unlawful  guile. 
Tn  the  church-vifible  there  is  a  heap  of  chaff;  but  there 
is  fome  wheat  among  the  chaff.  In  Zion  there  -  is  a 
heap  of  (lones ;  but  there  are  fome- diamonds  among 
the  flones.  Though  many  fatisfy  themfelves  w^ith  a 
form  of  godlineCsj  vjlltvout  hAvin^the  power  thereof:  yet 
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there  are  fome  to  whooj  the  gofpel  hath  come, not  in  word 
only,  but  in  power ;  and  that  underftand  the  power  of 
godliners. 

2.  To  the  godly  there  is  this  Caution*  Do  not  think 
that  you  ought  not  to  profcfs  religion,  becaufe  fo  many 
proieflbrs  du  deceive  thcmfclves  ;  and  profefs  very  fo- 
lemnly,  who  yet  gire  impure  indeed-  The  poffeffion  of 
Glirill  in  the  heart,  is  the  principal  thing ;  but  the  con- 
felfion  of  Ghriit  .vith  the  moiith,  is  alfo  duty:  "  With  the 
heart,  man  believeth  unto  righteoufnefs;  and  with  the 
mouth  confefliMi  is  made  unto  falvation,"  Rom.  x.  10. 
Give  not  over  your  prol'efli  ni  of  ihe  name  of  Chrift;.  al- 
though many  have  but  a  name  to  live,  and  are  dead;  but 
endeavour,  through  grace,  to  prove  your  profcflion  before 
the  world,  by  your  pra£lice  before  God  and  Ghrifl,  by 
the  principle  of  faith,  in  love  to  and  zeal  for  a  God  in 
Chrift,  moving  you  thereunto. 

a.  To  all  in  general.  The  Caution  and  Dehortation 
we  tender  is,  Seeing  this  abominable  evil  doth  fo  much 
prevail  and  abound,  and  that  piany  pretend  to  call  them; 
lelves  by  the  God  of  Ilrael,  and  take  great. titles  to  thcra- 
felves  In  the  church  of  Chrift,  and  are  pure  in  their 
own  eyes,  who  yet  are  nought  in  reality;  O  then,  Sirs, 
♦^  Be  not  high-minded,  but  fear.''  What  reafon  have 
we  to  fear,  left  we  be  amongft  the  number  of  felf-con- 
ceited  perfous,  and  felf-deceivers  ?  For,  if  we  furvey 
our  hearts,  we  will  find  what  a  high  conceit  of  ourfelves 
we  have  entertained.  Beware  of  this  fin  j  for  it  is  a 
dangerous  evil,  as  I  have  already  flaewn  on  the  dofilrinal 
part,  and  might  here  refume,  were  it  not  for  gaining  of 
time. 

The  Third  Ufe  of  the  fubjea,  is  for  Reproof,  This 
doftrine  reaches  a  reproof  to  all  that  are  pure  in  their 
own  eyes,  and  filled  with  felf-conceit, 

I,  Some  have  an  high  conceit  of  their  own  perfon. 
They  are  proud,  perhaps,  of  a  white  Ikin,  amiable  fea- 
tares,  and  a  handfome  Ihape  ;  little  remembering  what 
a  few  days  ficknefs  will  produce,  and  that  all  will  moul- 
(Jqc  lAtQ  duft  in  the  iffue.     They  that  are  proud  of  their 

G  g  3^  ^<cdiJc^ 
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bodily  excellencies,  or  yet  of  their  foul  accompliflimentai 
do  not  duly  ponder,  that  their  body  is  but  2^  piece  of 
clay,  and  their  foul  a  piece  of  hell,  by  nature. 

2.  Some  have  a  high  conceit  of  their  prffcfnons  and 
attainments;  piifFed  up  hecaufe  they  have  an  opulency 
pf  worldly  things,  and  fonie  natural  and  acquired  abili- 
ties ;  not  knowing  that  tl^ey  are  without  life,  without 
light,  without  holinefs  \  yea,  without  Goc|i  and  without 
hope  in  the  world ;  really  poor^  miferable,  wretched, 
blind,  and  naked,  Eph.  ii.  12.  Rev,  iii,  17.  Surely  the 
bell  of  lis  want  more  than  we  have. 

3.  Some  have  a  higri  conceit  of  their  performances; 
vhile  yet  they  do  little  or  nothing  for  God,  or  for  the 
generation ;  nothing  for  their  qwn  fouls  ;  nothing  for 
tiieir  families  ;  i^othing  for  the  fpiritual  good  of  the 
neighbourhood  that  -are  about  them.  They  have  the 
leaves  of  a  profeffion,  the  floqrilh  of  refolutions,  and 
the  appearance  qf  fruit  j  but  it  never  ripens  to  a  fpiritur 
ally  good  work. 

4.  Some  haye  a  high  conceit  of  thtlr  own  power  and 
ability  ;  they  think  they  can  repent,  they  can  bel-eve, 
they  can  pray,  they  can  meditate,  they  can  mortify  fin 
when  they  pleafe:  they  think  they  can  communicate  as 
well  as  the  bell ;  they  can  love  God  and  their  neighbour; 
while  yet  they  are  wholly  wiihout  (Iren^th,  and  can  do 
^lothin^;  yea,  are  not  fuffident  of  themielves,  to  think 
any  thing  as  of  themfelves. 

c.  Some  have  a  hi^^h  conceit  of  their  own  fiiflTeriTTTs, 
^s  well  as  doings.  Some  will  fpeak  very  boalHngly  of 
their  fufferings  that  they  have  undergone,  and  what  perfe- 
cutions  they  have  endured  for  religion,  and  a  good  caufe ; 
and,  perhaps,  think  more  of  thefe  than  they  do  of  ChrilVs 
fufferings  for  them;  but  they  are  not  of  PauPsdifpofuion; 
*'  God  forbid,  (faith  he,)  that  I  (hould  glory,  fave  in  the 
profs  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chriil^"  Gal.  vi.  14. 

Many  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes;  and,  why  ?  Becaufe 
they  judge  amifs  concerning  themfelves. 

(i.)  Some  judge  themfelves  pure,  becaufe  of  their 
profeffion,  their  eminent  profeffion  ;  who  yet  may  be 
purkii  with  the  barren  fig-tree.  Such  a  fandy  foundati- 
on many  buUd  upo\"\^  xVi^X\\\«i"v  x.*;^^^  -^  ^x^i^^^-^  ^^  reli- 
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gion  for  true  Chriftianity.  What !  fay  they  ;  miniders 
talk  of  converfion,  regeneration,  the  new  birth,  and 
we  koow'not  what  unintelligible  things  :  but,  God  be 
thanked,  we  are  not  Papills,  neither  are  we  Atheifts, 
nor  Infidels,  without  the  church ;  we  are  within  the 
very  bofom  of  the  church,  and  even  enjoy  the  privileges 
of  the  church.  Alas!"  Sirs;  millake  not  your  own  (ha- 
dow  for  St  bridge,  and  fo,  venturing  thereupon,  drown 
yourfelves  for  ever, 

(2.)  Some  judge  themfelves  pure,  becaufe  of  rheir 
gifts.  One  may  have  the  gift  of  prattling,  and  be  able 
to  fpeak  well  of  religion,  and  recommend  religious 
things  ;  and  think,  who  but  he.  Another  may  have 
the  gift  of  prayer^  while  he  is  a  ftranger  to  the  grace- 
of  it ;  yet  he  may  fuppoJe  the  gift  to  be  fufficient ;  and 
being  thys  eminent  above  many  others,  he  may  think  he 
is  well  enough.  But  gifts  and  graces  are  not  the  fame : 
•  many 'have  gone  down  to  the  pit  of  hell,  with  their  gr-eat 
gifts,  and  with  all- their  wifdom  and  learning,  that  they 
valued  themfelves  fa  much  upon^ 

(3.)  Some  judge  themfelves  pur^,  becaufe  of  their 
common  graces,  which  th^  miftake  for  faving  graces. 
There  is  many  times  fuch  a  refemblance  betweea  com- 
mon and  faving  grace,  that  they  take  counterfeit  coin 
for  true,  becaufe  of  its  likenefs  to  it.  As  Saul  took  the 
devil  for  Samuel,  becaufe  of  his  mantle;  fo  many  take 
a  common  work  of  the  Spirit,,  for  the  true  faving  work,, 
becaufe  of  its  good  appearance. -^In  the  underftanding^ 
there  may  be  a  common  illumination,  as  weil  as  a  faving 
one,  Heb.  vi.  4. ;.  though  there  is  a  vail  difference  be- 
tween the  twor  For  the  common  illumination  doth  only  . 
.  adofn  a^nd  beautify  the-  foul ;  but  the  faving.  doth  irradi^ 
ate,  enlighten,  and.wa^m  the  foul..  The  one  is  infbrm-, 
ing,  the  other  is  transforming:  the  one  is  barren,  the 
other  fruitful.— r-In  the  confcience,  there  may  be  common 
convifkions  an(iqualnxs,aawell  asthdfe  that  iffue  in  faving 
converfion.  Some  may  have  had  fuch  a  work  upon  their 
hearts,  as  that  the  relating  of  it  may  procure  them  ample 
teftimony  among  minifters  and  Ghrillians:  and  no  doubt 
but  the  difciples  would  have  given,^agood  teftimony  of  Ju- 
4as,  before  he  was  difcovered;  tho'^Chrift  gave  iiiniuowe. 
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But  what  though  we  had  a  teftimonial  written,  with  zn 
ample  regommendatipn  from  men  pr  aogels  ;  if  Ghritt's 
hand  be  i^ot  at  it,  God  will  rejefl  it ;  and  tjie  blefled  I 
Redeemer  of  finners  will  fey,  I  never  figned  it.— In  the 
afflftions,  there  may  he  common  defires  and  delights,  aj 
well  as  fpecial ;  th^re  may  be  falle  joy^  and  forrovvs, 
like  the  joy  of  the  itonyrground  hearers  ;  and  like  the 
forrbws  of  Efau  for  lof^ng  the  birth-right. — Yea,  in  the 
will,  there  may  be  a  common  change,  as  well  as  a  fav- 
ing  one :  Men  may  take  on  good  relolutions,  and  ftarts 
of  devotion,  as  if  they  would  take  heaven  by  violence ; 
and  yet  the  will  never  renewed,  or  niade  willing  in  the 
day  of  God's  power.--. — Q  then,  Sirs,  let  us  la^c  heed 
that  we  be  not  deceived  in  this  matter. 

(4.)  Some  judge  themfelves  pure,  bec^ufe  they  have 
efcaped  the  pollutions  of  the  world.     They  have,  it  may 
be,    forfaken  foipe  fins,   that  only  time,    and  circura- 
(lances  changing,  have  tired   them  out  of,     They  may 
ipagine,  that  their  abftaining  from  the  grofs  evils  of  tlie 
generation  is  true  fanftity.     But  there  is  a  two  t  fold 
fanflifijation;  one  of  the  flefli,   s^nd  anpther  qf  the  fpi- 
tit:  I  take  the  former  to  be  an  at>ftaining  from  grofs  and 
fcandalous  fins,  like  thofe  fpoken  of,  2  Pet,  ii.  20-  They 
may  come  this  length,  and  yet  be  ilrangers  to  purity,  or 
true  fandlity  of  heart  or  life.     But  there  is  a  fanclificati- 
on  of  fpirit,   when  God  gives  the  'promifed  new  heart 
and   new  fpirit.     Now,   many  take   the  former   for  the 
latter  :   they  ta^ke  reftraining  grace  for  renewing  grace. 
God  reftrains  Pagans,  yea,  devils  alfo,  from   doing  9 
thoufand  ill  turns,  that  they  would  otherwife  do,     What 
is  the  motive  that  makes  them  abftain  from  thefe  fins  J 
Is  it  the  love  of  God  ?  or  the  fear  of  God  ?     Nay,  take 
away  public  {h^me  and  reproach,  they  would  go  for- 
ward to  all  manner  of  wickednefs  :    and    yet    becaufe 
they  are  outwardly  pure,  they  are  re^dy  tp  conclude 
themfelves  innocent.     But  man,  what  though  you  had 
not  a  tongue  ?  yet  you  can  curfe  God  in  your  heart. 
What  though  you  had  not  eyes  ?  ye;  you  can  conamit 
adultery  in  your  hea.rt. 

(5.)  Some  judge  themfelves  pure,  becaufe  they  fide 
with  th?  ftridcft  ?^tw^  \iV^  VwX\  au  Hebrew  of  the 
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Hebrew?:  But  it  is  not  fiding  with  the  truth,  though 
that  be  commendable;  but  being  fanftified  by  the  truths 
that  will  do  the  bufinefs.  Judas  was  a  fon  of  perdition, 
though  he  joined  with  the  truth  for  a  while. 

(6.)  In  a  word,  many  judge  tbemlelves  pure,  becaufc 
they  have  no  difquiet  or  dillurbance  in  their  confciences; 
whereas  it  may  be  but  the  devil  that  is  keeping  all  hif 
goods  in  peace :  *'  While  the  ftrong  man  armed  keepetlj 
the  houfe,  his  goods  are  jn  peace,"  Luke  xi.  xj.  When 
the  confcience  once  becomes  feared,  or  Ibpited,  it  ceafet 
to  be  God*s  faithful  deputy  i  J^nd  then  there  is  nothing 
but  aa  intire  calp. 

The  Fourth  TJfe  that  we  make  of  the  doctrine,  is  for 
Trial  and  Examination.  Well,  Sirs,  O  put  yourfelves 
to  the  trial,  left  you  go  down  to  the  grave  with  a  lie  in 
your  right-hand.  When  God  is  faying,  "  There  is  a 
generation  pure  in  their  pwn  eyes,  yet  not  waftied  from 
their  ftlthinefs  ;'*  a  generation  of  felf- conceited  people, 
th^t  are  but  deceiving  themfelves;  it  Ihould  put  us  tp 
fay,  "  Matter,  is  it  I  ?"  And  if  we  fhould  fulpeft  our* 
felves,  were  it  faid,  "  One  of  you  ihall  betray  me;'* 
one  of  you  fhall  deceive  yourfelf:  bow  much  more, 
when  it  is  faid,  a  whole  generation  is  thus  fet  to  deceive 
themfelves  about  eternal  falvation.  Try  if  ever  you 
have  been  humbled  for,  and  delivered  from  this  felt^ 
conceit.   You  may  examine  it  by  thefe  things  following* 

I.  Try  it  by  the  end  you  propofe  in  doing  any  goo4 
adion,  or  going  about  any  good  duty.  The  proud  felt 
conceited  man  is  always  vain-glorious :  '*  How  can  you 
believe,  that  feek  glory  one  of  another?"  faith  Chrift,  John 
V.  44.  The  man  that  feeks  his  own  praife  and  applaufe : 
thus  Jehu,  as  you  mayfee,2Kings  x.  15,16. "  Is  iby  heart 
right  as  mine?"  faith  he  tojehonadab.  Whereas  the  hum^r 
ble  man  hath  always  a  better  conceit  of  another  perfon^s 
hcdxt  than  of  his  own,  being  always  fufpicious  of  himfelf; 
and  fo  wpuld  rather  fay,  when  he  meets  with  one  like  Je-< 
honJidabjO!  is  my  heart  right  and  upright  as  his  is.  Again, 
faysjehu  to  Jehona.dab,  'Come,fee  my  zeal  for  tl^c  Lord:' 
yea,  but  true  zeal  defires  not  to  be  feen  of  any,  but  him 
wl^o  feeth  in  fecret*    If  our  lamp  will  riot.  bur\i^HiWcwCiN^ 
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the  oil  of  mens  praife,  it  is  a  fign  that  felf-conceit  hath 
the  predominant.  I  read  of  one,  who,  when  in  a  mo» 
n^ry,  faded  whole  days  together  with  eafe;  but  in  the 
defart  he  could  not  hold*  out  till  noon,  but  his  belly 
would  crave  prefently  ;  when  he  demanded  the  reafon 
of  this,  he  had  the  following  anfwer  given,  That  in  the 
nionaftry,  the  praire  of  man  was  inftead  of  meat  to  him; 
he  fed  there  upon  it :  which  fuftenance  failing  him,  in 
Jhe  defart,  his  falling  ftrength  failed  alfo. 

2,  Try  it,  not  only  by  the  end  you  propofe,  in  doing 
good  aftions  ;  vi?.  the  glory  of  God,  not  daring  to  feek 
yourfelf,  if  truly  humbled  ;  but  examine  it  alfo  by  the 
manner  of  doing  the  duty  ;  not  daring  to  truft  yourfelf, 
biit  afFefted  with  a  fenfe  of  your  own  infirmity,  ,refting 
wholly  upon  the  power  of  God,  to  be  perfected  in  your 
weaknefs.  Self-conceit  will  venture  upon  any  duty 
without  fear,  faying,  with  Peter,  *«  Though  all  men  for- 
Take  thee,  yet  will  not  I.'*  But  humility  will  venture 
\ipon  nothing,  without  looking  for  the  promifed  fupply, 
faying,  with  Paul,  '*  Not  that  we  are  fufficient  of  our. 
"felves,  to  think  any  thing  as  of  o.urf(?lyes ;  but  our  fufii- 
ciency  is  of  God,"  2  Cor.  iii.  5^ 

'  3.  Examine  it  by  the  ilTue  of  your  religious  duties  i 
or  your  deportment  aft^r  the  doing  thereof.  Self-con- 
ceit will  take  the  praife  of  the  duty  done,  faying,  with 
Nebuchadnezzar,  Dan.  iv,.  30.  "  Is  not  this  great  Baby- 
lon that  I  have  built  ?'*  But  humility  fends  it  back  to 
the  Lord,  fayin;:::,  with  David, "Not  unto  us,  not  unto  us; 
but  to  thy  name  be  the  glory,"  Plal.  cv.  i. 

But,  perhaps,  it  may  be  afked,  Where  will  you  find  a 
man  on  earth,  that  is  not  tainted  with  this  pride  and  felf? 

To  this  it  might  be  replied ;  thoughts  of  pride  and 
vain-glory  may  rufh  into  the  heart  of  an  humbled  faint;, 
yea,  but  they  reft  in  the  heart  of  a  hypocrite.  Again, 
if  the  faint  fees  himfelf,  in  the  doing  of  any  thing,  proud; 
then  he  is  twice  as  humble  afterward,  becaufe  he  was 
not  humble.  There  may  be  fome  kind  of  humility  in 
an  hypocrite,  and  fome  remains  of  pride  in  a  faint :  but 
here  is  the  difference;  the  hypocrite's  humility  makes 
him  proud ;  whereas  the  faint's  pride  makes  him  hum- 
blc.     The  hypocrite's  ViMiaOc-ctY  *^^  ^^^nn^4.  \;\\k  ^ridd. 
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and  the  faint's  pride  is  followed  with  humiliation.  The 
hypocrite  is  proud,  becaufe  he  is  humble ;  but  the  faint 
is  humble  on  account  of  his  pride.  Thus  Hezekiah'a 
heart  was  lifted  up  ;  but  it  is  faid  of  him,  iChron.  xxxii, 
26.  that  he  humbled  himfelf  for  the  pride  of  his  heart. 
}n  a  true  believer,  there  is  either  the  fore-humility, 
help".ng  him  to  do  the  duty  right;  or  the  after-humility, 
exercifing  him  for  doing  the  duly  wrong,  which  is  the 
rioft  fevere  of  the  two.  *'  He  hath  either,  as  one  faith, 
^'  the  diref^ing  humility,  for  the  right  nianner;  or  the 
f'  correcting  humility,  for  the  erroneous  manner  of 
f'  doing."  If  we  can  fellow  the  fway  of  our  own  pride; 
and  vain-glorious  afFeftions,  without  all  refpefit  to  God's 
glory,  and  yet  never  be  truly  humbled  afterwards,  this 
is  evident  hypocrify,  and  an  unconteflible  proof  that  we 
have  not  the  lealt  grain  of  fincerity.  And,  indeed, 
gofpel-fincerity  is  many  times  more  bumbled  for  fuch 
mixtures  of  defilement  in  duty  than  for  fome  aftions 
fimply  evil  in  themfelves. 

4.  Try  this  point  by  your  feverity  a^ainR  fin  in  your- 
felves.  An  hypocr*ite  cannot  endure  fin  in  others  ;  no, 
not  fo  much  as  a  mote  in  his  brother's  eye ;  though  yet 
he  can  endure  a  beam  in  his  own."  A  true  believer  is 
r^ady  to  throw  the  firll  ftone  at  himfelf;  he  will  be  ready 
to  fay  more  againft  himfelf,  than  any  other  can  fay  againft  , 
him  :  he  cannot  wink  at  fins  in  himfelf,  nor  in  his  neareft 
and  deareft  relation.  As  he  loves  good  in  his  greateft 
enemy ;  fo  he  hates  fin  in  his  neareft  friend. 

5.  Examine  it  by  your  rejoicing  at  the  graces,  and 
grieving  at  the  fins  of  others,  *as  well  as  your  own.  The 
man  that  is  pure  in  his  own  eyes,  and  felfifh,  if  he  can 
grieve  for  his  own  fins,  he  is  nbt  careful  to  grieve  for 
the  fin  of  others:  this  is  fufpicious,  as  if  he  grieved  not 
for  God's  caufe,«cr  for  the  diflionours  his  own  fins  hath 
done  to  him;  for,  were  he  truly  afFe£led  for  the  offence 
he  himfelf  hath  done  to  God,  then  would  he  grieve  alfo, 
that  the  fins  of  others,  difhonour  God,  and  ftain  his  glo- 
ry :  but  he  is  grieved  for  his  own  fake,  for  fear  of  fome 
evil  procured  to  himfelf  by  his  fin  ;  which  argues  felf- 

'  jove,  rather  than  love  to  God. — Again,  the  man  that  is 
pure  in  his  own  eyes,  and'fe\&ftv,  \l  \ifc  x^^Jv^^^^n.^^ 
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own  graces,  yet  not  in  the  graces  of  others;  or  when  he 
fees  the  glory  of  God  fet  forth  by  others,  when  he  hath 
no  hand  in  it  hinifelf :  he  is  like  the  men  of  Ephraim, 
faying  to  Jephthah,  **  Wherefore  paffedll  thou  over  to 
fight  againll  the  childi^n  of  Amnion,  and  didft  not  call 
us  ?*'  Judges  xii.  i.  But  the  humble  foul,  in  whom  felf 
is  broken,  can  rejoice,  and  give  praife  and  thanks,  to 
bear  or  fee  that  God  is  glorified,  though  he  himfelf  was 
npt  the  inflrnment  thereof.  This  appears  to  be  the 
frame  of  Paul,  Phil.  i.  8.  Though  fome  preached  Chrift 
put  of  envy  and  vainrglory;  yet,  for  the  matter,  found, 
though  for  the  manner  unfuitable;  what  was  that  to  Paul, 
;hat  Chrift  was  truly  preached  ?  '*  Therein,  f^^ys  he,  I  do 
rejoice  ;  yea,  and  will  rejoice.'* 

Examine  ycurfelves  by  thefe  things :  judge  and  try 
yourfelves,  that  you  may  not  live  in  the  dark,  and  ft  ill 
remain  uncertain  whether  you  are  in  a  ftatQ  of  nature 
or  griice. 

The  Fifth  Ufe  that  we  make  of  the  do£lrine,  fhall  be 
for  E^chortation..  O  Sirs,  feek  that  the  Lord  would 
(Jeliver  you  from  felf-conceit,  and  proud  thoughts  of 
yourfelves*  Here  we  might  addrefs  three  different  kinds 
of  perfons.^--^We  might  exhort  the  proud,  to  receive  a 
word  of  terror:  but  having  drcpt  a  word  of  this  nature, 
on  the  fixth  inference  on  the  ufe  of  information,  we  (hall 
pot  here  infift  farther  upon  it.-r^We  might  alfo  fpeak  a 
word  to  the  humble,  and  advife  them. to  receive  a  word  of 
comfort:  but  having  likevvife  infified  a  little  on  this,  on 
the  fifth  inference,  on  the  above  ufe  of  information,  we 
ihall  refer  to  what  was  there  offered.-^ We  might  addrefs 
curfelves  to  all  in  general ;  but  as  we  offered  foraething 
of  this  nature  on  the  third  particular  on  the  fecond  ufe, 
viz.  of  caution,  we  (hall  pafs  this  by  at  the  time  alfo. 

It  is  the  eafieft  thing  in  the  world  for  a  man  to  flat-. 
ter  himfelf,  and  dream  that  he  is  rich,  and  increafed  in 
goods,  and  ftands  in  need  of  nothing  ;  and  to  think  the 
beft  of  himfelf:  but  yet  nothing  is  more  dangerous.  It  is 
dangeroqs  to  be  flattered  by  another ;  "  Aman  that  flatter- 
cth  his  neighbour,  fpreadeth  a  net  for  his  feet,"  Prov.  xxix, 
K. :  but,  yet,  il  la  mot^  ^^x^??''^^^^^^^  xa  ft^txer  oarfelves  > 


SERM.XVt      SELF-CONCEIT  DISSECTED.  4yf 

for  felf- flattery  fpreads  a  net  fot  ont  Ibuls:  and  matiy 
foals  are  caught  at  lall  in  this  net.  It  is  a  great  eVil  fof 
a  man  to  deceive  another;  but  much  fnofe  for  a  maft 
to  deceive  himfelf :  even  lb,  it  is  a  terrible  thing  fof  d 
man  to  kill  another  j  yet  it  is  ftill  mofe  dreadful  for  one 
to  kill  and  deftroy  himfelf.  But  the  evil  and  daiiger  of  if, 
I  opened  before. 

Let  us  take  heed  then,  and  be  jealous  attd  fufpiclous 
of  ourfelves,  efpecially  when  we  find  good  conceits  of 
ourfelves  arife  in  our  hearts.  And  that  we  may  not  b& 
felf-conceited,  and  pure  in  our  own  eyes,  let  us  take 
thefe  following  direftions,  by  way  of  antidote,  with 
which  I  conclude  the  fubje£^. 

Quest.  How  may  a  man  avoid  this  felf-codceit,  of 
judging  of  himfelf  better  than  indeed  he  is  ? 

Answ.  The  firft  antidote  againft  felf-conceit,  i«,  "  To 
"  look  well  to  ourfelves,  and  our  foul  faces,  in  the  glaft 
"  of  the  holy  law."  Many  may  vainly  imagine  tlieif 
faces  fair  and  clean,  till  they  come  to  look  in  a  glafs ; 
and  they  no  fooner  look  therein,  but  they  fee  many  fpots 
and  defilements  which  before  they  thought  not  of.  So 
let  us  do  here  :  let  us  examine  ourfelves  by  the  law; 
examine  what,  and  how  much  the  law  rehires;  and 
how  far  Ibort  we  come  of  that  purity,  grace,  atld  hdi- 
nefs  that  is  there  required;  and  then  you  will  find  little 
caufe  of  falling  in  love  with  your  Ethiopian  face,  or  dote 
upon  yourfelves,  when  you  fee  that  you  are  fo  ugly  and 
deformed.;  a  fight  of  your  deformity  would  keep  yoa 
froni  felf-conceit.  When,  in  the  glafs  of  the  law,  yoa 
fee  your  own  defiled  and  deformed  vifage  and  mOnftrous 
Ihape,  you  will  find  little  caufe- to  be  enamoured  with 
your  own  beauty.  Men  are  piire  in  their  o«^n  eyes, 
becaufe  they  do  not  make  ufe  of  this  looking-glalS. 
When  the  conimandment  caitie,  and  Paul  faw  himfelf 
in  this  glafs,  then  fin  revived,  and  he  died  to  all  conceit 
of  his  own  purity.  When  you  vie  vr  your felf  in  this  glafs, 
it  will  make  you  fay  the  quite  contrary  to  the  yoting 
man  in  the  gofpel,  None  of  all  thefe  things  have  1  ke|A 
from  my  youth. 

The  fecond  antidote  agaiiift  felf-conceit,  Is,  "  To  take 
♦*  a  look  of  Ghrift^'s  fair  face  in  the  gldEfs  of  the  gofpef.*^ 
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This  would  be  a  mighty  prefervative:  "  Beholding  as  in 
a  glafs  the  glory  of  God,  we  are  chailgieid,''  2  Cor.  iii.  18. 
When  Job  faw  this  fight,  then  he  cries  out,  "  Behold, 
1  am  vile;  now,  I  abhoi*e  rtiyfelf,  and  repent  in  duft  and 
aflies,'*  A  fight  of  Chriil's  matchlefs  beauty  would  make 
us  loath  our  deformity,  A  Tight  of  his  perfedl  righte- 
bufnefs,  in  its  glory,  would  make  us  fee  and  be  hum- 
bled for  our  own  guiliinefs  and  fia.^— ^If.a  foul  faced 
perfon,  who  thiilks  himfelf  handfdme  enough,  fet  himfelf 
with  a  very  beautiful  perfon,  to  look  into  a  glafs  toge- 
ther, the  beautiful  face,  which  he  fees  befide  his  own, 
will  make  him  think  very  little  of  himfelf,  when  com- 
pared with  the  othef*  O!  how  infinitely  more,  if,  with 
one  eye,  we  look  at  oiir  own  deformed  picture,  and  wufi 
the  other  at  the  infinite  perfection  of  beauty  that  is  in 
Ghrift !  we  cannot  but  abhore  ourfelves.  Never  any 
man  faw  Chrift's  beauty^  but  he  looked  ujx)h  himfelf  as 
a  monfter,  and  fank^  into  nothing  in  his  own  conceit. 
O  then,  Sirs^  feek  a  fight  of  the  glory  of  Ghrift. 

The  Third  antidote  againft  felf-coriceit^  is,  '*  To  com- 
"  pard  ouffelves  with  thofe  that  are  before  us,  and  not 
''  behind  usi'*  A  blockhead  is  but  a  blockhead  ftill, 
though  he  hath  more  learning  fiill -than  a  plowman : 
though,  perhapsj  comparing  himfelf  with  a  clown,  he 
thinks  himfelf  to  be  a  learned  nian  ;  but  compare  him 
with  a  learned  maUj  and  then,  notwithfianding  his  high 
bpin'on  of  himfelf,  he  will  appear  but  half  an  idiot.  So 
It  is  herei  the  c,ivil  honed  man,  when  he  compares  him- 
felf with  the  fwinifti  drunkard,  the  foul  adulterer,  the 
prodigious  fwearer,  he  begins,  in  a  maimer,  poor  man, 
to  faint  himfelf,  as  if  he  was  the  only  man  that  fliould 
be  faved.  And  thus  the  proud,  conceited  Pharifee  raifes 
himfelf  on  his  tip-toes,  by  comparing  hitilfelf  with  the 
Publican  ;  "  God,  I  thank  thee,  that  I  am  not  as  other 
men;  nor  as  this  Publican:''  fo  faith  the  civil  man;  I  am 
not  fuch  a  drunkard,  fuch  a  fwearer,  as  fuch  a  man  is: 
and  fo,  bccaufe  they  are  not  fo  bad  as  others  that  arc 
worfe,  hence  they  conceive  themfelves  to  be  wonder- 
fully good.  But  now,  the  way  to  meafure  yourfelves, 
is,  not  to  look  backward,  but  to  look  forward  :  not  to 
confider  how  much  you  are. behind  drunkards  and  fw^ear- 

erss 
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ers;  but  to  look  forward,  and  fee  how  far  fhort  you  are 
of  them  who  are  truly  zealous  and  religious,  truly  godly 
and  gracious.  Compare  yourfelves  with  them ;  have 
you  that  meafure  of  knowledge,  faith,  experience, 
rnortification,  zeal,  and  obedience,  which  they  have  ? 
Are  you  as  confcientious  in  fecret  devotion,  and  other 
parts  of  religion  ?  Alas  !  how  far  fliort  do  you  pome 
of  them !  And  yet  the  bed  of  them  are  far  fliort  of  what 
they  {hould  be  :  and  if  you  be  fliort  of  them,  who  are 
but  fliort-comers  themfelves ;  how  far  fliort  do  yoi^ 
come  !  What  grounds  have  you  to  think  well  of  your- 
felves, who  are  beyond  a  drunkard,  w.hen,  in  the  mean 
time,  you  are  far  fliort  of  a  good  Chriftian  ?  Therefore, 
to  keep  down  this  fpiritual  pride,  look  not  at  Publicans, 
but  gracious  perfons.  And  if  you  find  yourfelves  like 
to  fwell  with  this  conceit,* "  I  am  not  as  this  Publican;'* 
then,  on  the  other  hand,  humble  yourfelves  with  this 
meditation,  *'  I  am  not  as  this  gracious  perfon." 

But  fome  will  think,  that  even  gracious  perfons.  have 
their  blcmiflies ;  and  fo  they  compare  themfelves,  and 
their,  fins,  with  the  grofs  fins  of  Lot,  Noah,  David, 
Peter,  and  other  godly  men  ;  and  fo  ftiU  they  conceive 
a  good  opinion  of  themfelves,  and  think  s^U  is  well. 
But  you  would  confider,  that  the  falls  of  the  godly  did 
ferve  for  their  own  humility,  and  for  our  warning. 
God  knoweth  how' to  chaftife  his  own  who  offend,  giv- 
ing, repentance  unto  life  and  falvation  :  but  he  will  juft* 
ly  condemn  thofe  who  wittingly  flumble  at;  their  falls, 
and  wilfully  ly  in  their  fins,  being  fallen.  We  are  not 
to  follow  the  bell  of  men  in  all  their  aftions.  As  the 
cloud  that  guided  the  Ifraelites,  had  two  fides,  the  one 
bright  and  ftiining,  the  other  black  and  dark ;  fuch  is 
the  cloud  of  the  examples  of  godly  men :  thofe  that  will 
be  direfted  by  the  light  fide  thereof,  fliall,  with  the 
children  of  Ifrael,  pafs  fafely  toward  the  heavenly  Ca- 
naan :  but  thofe  that  will  follow  the  dark  fide  of  it, 
fliall  perifli,  with  the  Egyptians,  in  the  Red-fea  oif 
deftruftion. 

The  Fourth  antidote  againft  fclf-conceit,  is,"  To  think 
**  upon  that  exa£t  and  ftri6t  judgment  and  eftimate,  that 
*'  muft  be  taken  of  you  at  the  great  day  of  judgment.'* 
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Then  muft  you  be  judged,  not  by  what  you  judg^  youf- 
felvcs  to  be,  but  by  what  you  are  indeed.  Meditate 
With  yourfelves;  **  Now,  I  am  pure  in  mine  own  eyes; 
"  I  think  1  may  be  content  with  the  puflty  I  have : 
**  but  am  1  now,  and  will  I  then  be  pure  in  God's  fightj 
"  whofe  eyes  are  as  a  flame  of  fire,  to  penetrate  through 
"  and  try  all  the  moll  retired  wickednefs,  and  hidden 
*•  drofs  and  corruption  which  lies  in  my  heart  and  nature, 
"  thoughts  and  afFeftions,  as  well  as  in  my  life  and  ac* 
**  tions  ?'*  Will  you  be  able  to  ftand  that  exqulfite  trial 
of  the  impartial  Judge  ?  No,  by  no  means*  The  faith 
and  meditation  of-this  would  mortify  the  elevated  conceit 
yoa  have  of  yourfelves*  Remember  you  muft  come  to 
judgment. 

In  a  word,  if  you  would  not  die  of  this  difeafe,  then 
truft  not  your  own  judgment  in  your  own  cafe.  He  that 
would  be  wife,  ift  the  fcripture-fenfe,  muft  become  a  fool, 
that  he  may  be  wife,  i  Clor.  iii.  iS*  He  muft  deny  hiin» 
felf,  and  not  lean  to  his  own  underftanding,  Prov^  iii.  5. 
There  is  pride  of  underftanding  that  takes  place,  both  in 
humbled  finners,  who  dare  not  come  to  Ghrift;  and  in 
hardened  finners,  who  will  not  come  to  Ghrift* 

There  is  a  pride  of  underftanding,  I  fay,  and  a  pride 
of  wifdom,  that  takes  place  in  humbled  finners,  who  dare 
not  come  to  Ghrift  ?  Why  do  they  not  come  to  Chrill? 
Truly  they  judge  themfelves  fo  vile,  that  they  think 
they  ftiould  not  come :  what  pride  is  here  ?  O !  if  I  was 
pare,  then  I  would  come !  What  is  the  language  of  this? 
If  I  were  pure  and  holy,  then,  you  think,  Ghrift  would 
love  me.  Indeed^  it  were  well,  poor  humbled  foul,  if 
there  be-«ny  fuch  here;  it  were  well  if  you  were  pure 
and  holy  :  but  to  imagine  that  he  will  riot  fave  you,  be- 
caufe  you  have  no  goodnefs,  or  worth  in  you,  to  induce 
him  to  love  you,  is  an  evidence  of  the  greateft  pride : 
is  it  not  pride,  that  you  would  be  at  fomething  in  your- 
self, for  which  Ghrift  ftiould  caft  his  love  upon  you  ? 
But  know,  that  Ghrift  will  fave  you,  not  becaufe  you  are 
good  ;  but  that  he  may  make  you  good  :  not  becaufe 
you  are  pure;  but  that  he  may  make  you  pure.  And 
therefore,  if  the  fenfe  of  your  impurity  keep  you  back 
from  coming  to  him,  it  is  but  ftinking  pride.    Though, 
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perhaps,  you  did  not  think  it  was  pride  ;  yet  It  is  fo  : 
for  though  you  be  vile  in  your  own  eyes;  yet,  the  thing 
you  would  be  at,  in  this  matter^  is,  you  would  be  pure 
in  your  own  eyes;  and  then  you  think  you  would  be  pure 
iii  his  eyes  too.  Come  to  Ghrift,  though  you  have  no- 
thing of  your  own  to  bring  with  you  to  him  ;  for,  you 
luuft  Gorae  to  him  empty,  and  ftript  of  all  your  own 
proper  good ;  that  you  may  get  all  in  him,  and  from 
him* 

V Again,  There  is  a  pfide  of  undjerftanding  and  oplnioflj 
that  takes  place  in  hardened  finners,  who  will  not  come 
to  Ghrift,  They  truft  their  own  judgment  in  their  own 
cafe:  they  are  both  judge  and  party;  and  their  judgment 
is  not  according  to  truth  :  for  they  judge  themfelves  not 
to  be  fo  bad  as  they  are*  Yea^  they  are  pure  in  their 
own  eyes;  and  therefore  they  will' not  come  to  Ghrift, 
to  be  purified,  juftified,  or  fandlified;  and  fo,  no  wonder 
that  they  are  not  waftied  from  their  filthinefs* 

Therefore,  I  fay,  do  not  truft  your  own  judgment, 
in  your  own  cafe*  Let  the  Word  of  God  judge  you  : 
and  judge  yourfelves,  not  by  your  own  underltandingj 
but  by  that  word  of  God  that  will  judge  you  at  the  laft 
day, — ^Examine  yourfelves  by  the  word  ;  fclf-examina* 
tion  would  bring  down  your  felf-conceit*  And  pray 
that  God  would  fearch  and  try  you,  faying,  with  the 
pfalmift,  Plalm  cxxxix-  23,  24.  *'  Search  me>  O  God^ 
and  know  my  heart ;  try  me,  and  know  my  reins  :  and 
fee  if  there  be  any  wicked  way  in  me,  and  lead  me  in 
the  way  everlafting*'^ 
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SERMON    XVir. 

NoN- Conformity  to  the  World  in- 
joined;  or,  the  Evil  and  Danger  of 
Symbolizing  with  the  Wicked, 
opened.* 

R  o  n.  xli.  2. 

Se  not  confonned  to  this  'world,^^ 

TT  IS  the  charafter  of  the  children  of  God,  that  they 
*■■  have  received  not  the  fpirit  of  the  world,  but  the  Spi- 
rit which  is  of  God,  i  Gor.  ii.  12.  They  "are  not  of  the 
world,  even  as  Chrill  is  not  of  the  world.  But  it  is  the 
chara£ler  of  the  wicke'd,  that  they  are  the  men  of  the 
\vorld,  who  have  their  portion  in  this  life,  Pfal.  xvii.  14, 
C'.onformity  to  Chrift  is  the  prrea:  inark  and  charadler  of 
faints;  ''  Whom  he  did  Foreknow,  them  he  did  predef- 
tinate  to  be  conformed  to  the  imapre  of  his  Son/'  Rom. 
\'iii.  20.  But  conformity  to  the  world  is  the  great  cha- 
railcrillic  of  x\theifls  and  wicked  perfons:  and  therefore 
the  ajxrille  here  dUFiiades  all  the  children  of  God  from 
fuch  conformity;  '*  Be  not  conformed  to  this  world." 

The  apodle  having  at  large  treated  the  fundamental 
doftrines  of  Chriilianity,  in  the  preceding  chapters, 
he  comes  now  in  this  to  prefs  home,  upon  the  con- 
fciencc,  the  principal  duties  thereof.  True  religion  is 
not  onJy  defigned  to  inform  the  judgment ;  bat  alfo  to 

transform 

*  TTiIs  Sermon  was  preacTied  by  our  Aufrtor,  in  his  own  church  at  Dunferm- 
iine.  in  the  year  1723.  And  from  x\\c  brg'tinlng  of  the  Sermon  itfelf.  as  well 
hg  fiom  the  place  it  has  in  the  note-book,  we  Icaiii,  that  it  was  delivered  !»• 
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transform  the  heart,  and  reform  tlje  life.  But  the  foiin* 
dation  of  Gliriftian  pradice  muft  be  laid  in  Chriftian 
knowledge:  and  hence  the  apollle,  having  difcoiirfed,  at 
large,  of  j unification  by  faith,  thro'  the  imputed  righte- 
oufnefs  of  Ghriilj  and  of  the  riches  of  free  grace  j  carnal 
wifdom  might  be  apt  to  infer,  Therefore  we  may  live  a3 
"we  lilt)  and  \valk  in  the  way  of  our  own  heart:  No,  that 
doth  not  follow ;  the  faith  that  jullifiesis  a  faith  that  work- 
eth  by  love;  having  underflanding  how  to  receive  Ghrift 
Jefus  the  Lord,  we  come  to  uilderiland  how  to  walk  in 
him.  Hence  this  chapter  is  joined  to  the  foregoing  dif- 
ecwirfe  by  the  word  therefore;  "  1  befeech  you^  therr- 
roRc,  brefhren:''  intimating^  that  the  prafilical  applica- 
tion of  dofitrinal  truths  is  the  life  of  preaching. 

The  firil  verfe  of  the  chapter  is  a  general  dir^edllon ; 
and  that  urged  with  the  ftrongeft  motives  arid  arguments 
And  in  the  moft  afFcctionate  and  pathetic  manner:  "  I  be- 
feech you,  brethren,  by  the  mercies  of  God,  that  you  pre-* 
fent  your  bodies  a  living  facrifice,  holy  and  acceptable 
to  God,  which  is  your  reafo.nable  fervice."  It  might  be 
ufeful  to  oflfcr  fome  explication  hereof;  but  it  is  not  what 
I  propofe  at  the  time ;  and  therefore  I  go  forward; 

The  apollle  proceeds  to  give  more  particular  directi- 
ons :  and  that  which  th6  text  bears  is  fet  dowii  borh  ne- 
gatively arid  poritively.  The  pofitire  direftiotl  is  laft  fet 
dbwn,  tho'firll  in  the  bfder  of  nature  arid  opei*ation,  be^ 
fore  the  former;  ''  Be  ye  transformed  by  the  renewing 
of  your  mind,  that  ye  nlay  proVe  [^or  underftaiid]  what 
is  that  good,  and  acceptable,  and  perfeft  will  of  God.'* 
Concerriing  this  renovation  of  liiind,  I  propofe  not  at  pre* 
fent  to  treat ;  efpecially  as  it  is  much  the  fame,  in  other 
wordsj  with  that  holinefs  and  purity,  or  being  walhed 
from  our  filthinefs,  which  1  infifted  fo  rriuch  upon  from 
the  laft  text  of  fcripture  we  profecuted  in  your  hearing*. 
Kow.the  negative  direiSiion  is,  "  Be  not  conformed  to  this 
world."  By  World  here,  we  are  to.  underftand  the  men 
of  the  worlds  the  wicked  of  the  world,  the  lufts  of  the 
world,  the  way  and  courfe  of  the  worlds  &c.  And  by 
Hot   CONFORMING  thcreto,    we  are  to  underftand,  out 

H  h  2  not 

*  *  f  Allttding  to  the  preceding  Scrnwn$,  firota  Peat ,  lauL  w 
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iK)t  fafliioning  ourfelves  according  to  the  \X'or!d,  All  the 
difciples  and  followers  of  Clirili  muR  be  Non-conformifts 
to  this  world,  or  unlike  the  wicked  .  therein.  And  for 
the  further  expli  ation  of  this  text,  I  Ihall  profecute  thij 
do6trinal  propofiiion, 

-  OflsERv.  That  the  people  of  God  mull  not  be  like  the 
world,  or  the  wicked  tiierein  :  They  mull  not  bi 
conformed  to  the  wicked  world. 

Tiie  method  wc  propofe  to  obferve,  for  illuflrating 
this  obtervation,  through  fupernatural  aid,  fliaU  be  \kt 
following, 

I.  Prove  and  clear  the  truth  of  the  doftrine. 

IL  Enquire  what  it  is  in  the  world  we  are  not  to  be 

conformed  to- 
IIL  Point  out  what  this  difconforraity  to  the  worid 
imports. 

IV.  Give  the  reafons  why  we  are  not  to  be  conform* 
ed  to  the  world. 

V.  Make  application  of  the  whole  fubje£t. 

Now,  as  I  fuppofe,  this  fubj'-dl  is  not  unfeafonablej 
fo,  I  think,  it  is  not  unfuitable  to  the  laft  we  infiiled  up 
on  from  Prov.  xxx.  12. 

IL:>vinK  of  late,  i.  Spoken  of  the  Fathp.r's  exhibiti- 
on of  Chrifl,  fayinnr,  -^  I  will  ^wq  thee  tor  a  covenant 
of  the  people."  2.  Of  the  Spirit's  operation,  in  order 
to  his  being  known;  ^'  He  Ihall  tedify  of  me.''  3.  Of 
the  Son's  declaration  of  his  own  excellency,  faying,  ''  I 
and  my  Father  are  one."  4.  Of  the  world's  difappro- 
bation  of  this  glorious  perfon,  and  the  harfli  treatment 
he  got  among  them;  ''  Behold,  I  and  the  children  which 
the  Lord  has  given  nie,  are  for  ligns  and  wonders  in  If- 
fael."  5.  Of  the  reason  why  io  many,  even  in  Ifrael, 
pour  contempt  thus  upon  Chrifl  and  his  followers;  why, 
•'  There  is  a  generation  that  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes, 
and  yet  is  not  waflied  from  their  filthinefs."  Here  is 
the  fett  of  the  world.  We  now  come,  6.  To  enquire 
what  is  our  duty  in  a  fuitablenefs  to  thi^,  even  not  to  be 
conformed  to  lUVs  >NQTld*. 


TO  THE  WOllLD  INJOINED.        4«5 

L  Tlie  firll  thing  propofed,  qn  the  general  methodt 
was,  To  prove  and  clear  the  truth  of  the  dodrine,  viz. 
Tnat  the  people  of  God  raafl  not  be  like  thp  wicked 
world,  or  conformed  thereto.  We  Ihall  prove  tliis  both 
by  fcripture  precepts  and  precedents. 

ift,  Tuere  are  i'criprure  precepts,  both  iqthe  Old  and 
New  Tcdament,  to  evince  the  truth  hereof;  and  I 
would  have  you  to  confuk  them  carefully  in  your  Bible, 
and  tliere  fee  what  is  the  mind  of  God  to  yoa  in  this 
matter. 

1.  Tiiere  are  Old-Teftament  precepts  that  injoia  this 
duty;  fucii  as  thefe,  and  the  like:  ''  Thou  flaak  not  foU 
low  a  multitude  to  do  evil,"  Exod.  xxiii.  2.  "  Enter 
not  into  the  path  of  the  wicked ;  and  go  not  in  the  way 
of  evil  men  ;  avoid  them,  pafs  not  by  them,  turn  fromi 
them,  and  pafs  away,'*  Prov.  iv.  14,  15.  See  alfo, 
Lev.  xviii.  24.  2,y.  Deuc.  xii.  30.,  31,  32.  Pfal.  i.  i. 
Prov.  i.  10,  II.  14,  I  J,  16. 

2.  There  are  likewife  New-Teftaoient  precepts  inforc^ 
ing  the  duty,  fu3h  as  thefe  following;  "  And  with  many 
other  words  did  he  tellify  and  exhort,  faying,  Save  your- 
felvea  from  this  untoward  generation,  A£ts  ii.  40.    This 

1  fay  therefore,  and  teftify  in  the  Lord,  that  ye  hence* 
forth  walk  not  as  other  Gentiles  walk,  in  the  vanity  of 
their  raind; — .Be  not  partakers  with  them,  Eph.  iv.  17* " 
V.  7.  Keep  yourfelves  linfpotted  from  the  world," 
James  i.  27.  See  alfo,  Mat.  v.  46.  vi.  31,  33.  Luke 
xii,   29,  30.     2  Cor.  VI.  x^y  16.     I   TheiT.  v.  5,— '3. 

2  Pet.  iii.  17. 

2dly,  The**e  are  fcripture  precedents  to  influence  us 
not  to  be  conformed  to  the  wicked  world,  J  fhall  in- 
tiance  in  the  following  perfons.  (i.)  In  Noah;  Gen. 
vii.  I.  '*  And  the  Lord  faid  unto  Noah,  Come  thou  and 
all  thy  houfe  into  the  ark ;  for  thee  have  I  feeu  righte^ 
Dus  before  me  in  this  generation."  {%,)  In  Lot;  a  PeU 
ii.  7,  8.  *^  And  delivered  righteous  Lot,  vexed  with  the 
filthy  converfation  of  the  wicked ;  for  that  righteous  raau 
dwelling  am6ng  them,  in  feeing  and  hearing,  vexed  his 
righteous  foul,  from  day  to  day,  with  their  fiaful  deeds." 
(/$•)  i^  Joihua;  chap.  xxiv.  14.  "  And  if  it  feem  evil 
unto  you  to  ferve  the  Lord,  choofe  you  this  dsty  whotn 
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you  will  ferve,  whether  the  gods  which  your  fathen 
ferved,  that  were  on  the  other  fide  of  the  flood,  or  the 
gods  of  the  Amorites,  in  whofe  land  ye  dwell ;  but  as 
for  me,  and  my  houfe,  we  will  ferve  the  Lord.*'  (4.)  In 
Nehemiah;  chap.  v.  15.  '^  But  the  former  governors  that 
had  been  before  me,  were  chargeable  unto  the  people, 
and  had  taken  of  them  bread  and  wine,  belide  forty  ihc- 
kels  of  filver;  yea,  even  their  fervants  bare  rule  over 
the  people :  but  fo  did  not  I,  becaufe  of  the  fear  of  God." 
(5.)  In  David;  Pfal.  xxvi,  4,  5.  *'  1  have  not  fat  with 
vain  perfons;  neither  will  I  go  in  with  diffemblers ;  I 
Jiave  hated  the  congregation  of  evil  doers  ;  and  will  not 
fit  with  the  wicked," 

The  Lord  would  have  his  children  to  aft  flat  contrary 
to  the  world,  an4  not  be  like  other  men.  That  part  of 
the  Pharifee's  prayer,  Luke  xviii,  11.  wherein  he  thanks 
God,  that  he  was  not  like  other  men,  was  not  amif§  for 
the  fubdance  of  it,  if  it  had  not  come  from  a  vain-glo, 
rious,  proud,  aod  lying  Ipirit ;  for  he  thought  that  he 
\vas  better  than  others,  whereas  he  was  worfe  than  all 
others  to  whom  he  preferred  himfelf:  but  yet  every  one 
fhould  labour  to  be  that  truly,  for  which  he  gave  thanks 
falfly ;  even  not  to  be  like  others.  Others  negleft  prayer, 
whether  fecret,  family,  or  fecial :  others  negledt  Chrift, 
and  defpife  his  word  and  inftitutions  ?  yea,  many  others, 
they  drink,  and  fwear,  and  whore,  and  cheat,  and  de- 
fraud, and  opprefs,  and  lye,  and  break  the  Sabbath,  and 
give  way  to  all  manner  of  impieties  and  immoralities. 
Kither  they  are  not  fubjedl  to  his  law,  and  fp  walk  in  all 
manner  of  wickednefs ;  or  they  are  not  fubjeft  to  his  gof- 
pel,  and  fo  will  not  fuhmit  themfelves  to  his  righteouf- 
refs,  to  be  faved  by  grace  thro'  Jefus  Chriil.  Therefore 
we  mufl  not  be  like  others.  Others  are  without ;  and 
without  are  dogs.  And,  indeed,  we  find  others,  and 
without,  are  equivolent  terms  in  fcripture,  Mark  iv.  11. 
<^  To  you  it  is  given  to  know  the  myfteries  of  the  king* 
(lorn ;  but  to  them  that  are  without,  all  is  in  parables." 
And  compared  with  Luke  viii.  10.  **  To  you  it  is 
given  to  know  the  mytteries  of  the  kingdom ;  but  to 
pthers  in  parables. '^  Mark  hath  it.  To  them  that  are 
\y}tj}OUt;  an4  Luk^  Vv^llvlt:^  To  others.     Others  then. 
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I  fay,  are  without,  and  belong  not  to  God.  It  is  dan- 
gerous, therefore,  being  with  others;  for  they  are- with* 
.out,  and  ihall  be  without;  it  is  better  to  fc^  within  alone» 
tlian  without  with  other*.  —  So  much  for  clearing  and 
confirming  the  truth  of  the  doctrine.  We  muft  not  b€j. 
like  the  world, 

II.  The  fecond  general  head  was.  To  enquire  what, 
it  is  in  t!ie  world  that  we  are  not  to  be  conformed  to. 
In  fliort  then,  we  mull  not  be  conformed  to  the  things. 
-  Qf  the  world,  the  falhions,  worfhip,  principles,  nor  trade, 
ot'the  world. 

1.  We  mull  not  be  conformed  to  the  things  of  tbo 
world;  for  they  are  mutable,  and  the  falhion  of  them 
pafli:th  away.  What  are  the  things  of  the  world  that 
we  muft  not  l;)e  conformed  to  ?  The  apoftle  gives  us  a 
fum  of  thefe  things ;  '^  AH  that  is  in  the  world,  the  lulls. 
>of  the  flefh,.  the  lufts  of  the  eye,  and  the  pride  of  life,  is 
not  of  the  Father,  but  is  of  the  world ;  and  the  world 
pafleth  away,  and  the  lulls  thereof,"  i  John  ii.  1.6,  17. 
We  are  fa  far  to  avoid  being  conformed  to  the  finful 
things  of  the  world,  that»  iaour  feveral  places  and  ilati- 
ons,  we  ought  to  witnefs  5^gainft  theni;  nay,  even  in  the. 
indifferent  things,  of  the  worldx  which  9^re  not  in  them-, 
felves  finful,  we  mull  fo  far  not  conform  ourfelycs  to  the 
Hiamier  oj  the  world  therein,  as  not  to  a£l  by  the  world'a 
dictates,  as  our  rule  ;  nor  to  aim  at  the  world's  favour, 
as  our  end.  True  Chriftianity  confift.s.  ruu.ch  in  a  fober 
fingularity.— ^Here  we  might  lliew  a  variety  of  things  ia 
the  world  that  we  ought  not  to  be  conformed  unto,,  or 
thirft  afeer;  fuch  as  the  profits,.,  the  honours,  preferments^ 
pleafures,  and  applaufe  of  the  world ;  but  we  infill  not.,    . 

2.  We  muft  not  be  conformed  to  the  f^fliipjis^  and 
cuftoms  of  the  world  j:  Not  faihioning  ourfelveSr  according 
to  the  former  lu,fts,  as  the  apoftlePeter  fpeaks,  iPet.  i.14. 
There  is  a  novelty  af  difjx)fition  prevails,  that  makes 
multitudes  fall  in  with  every  n,evv,.  vain  fafliion.  There 
are  vain  falhions.  of  geftu^e,,  ways,  of  carrying,  that  dif*» 
cover  nothing  but  levity,  and,  exprefly  condemned  in 
fcripture,  Ifa.  iii.  i6.  There  are  vain  falhions  of  ap- 
parel, inconfiftent  with,   and  unfuitable  to  the  rules  of 
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modefty,  that  many  affeft ;  contrary  to  the  word  of  God, 
Ifa.  iii.  18, — 23.  I  Tim.  ii.  9.  1  Pet.  iii.  3.  This  is 
the  epidemical  difcafe  of  both  iexes:  and  even  too  much 
affeflcd  by  thofe  who  ought  to  be  exemplary  to  others, 
of  modefty  and  fobriety.  There  are  vain  and  foolifli 
culloms,  even  in  matters  of  religion  ;  and  many  are  fond 
of  what  is  fafhionable,  though  it  be  never  fuch  an  ill 
fafhion.     Hence, 

3.  We  muft  not  be  conformed  to  the  worfliip  of  the 
world  ;  for  the  world  worlhip  they  know  not  what ;  they 
worfliip  an  unknown  God :  they  worfhip  God  in  a  carnal, 
hypocritical,  and  fupedUtious  way,  Bat  we  are  to  wor- 
lhip him  in  fpirit,  and  in  truth;  and  in  the  way  and  man- 
ner that  he  hath  appointed  in  his  word,  that  we  may 
not  be  puzzled  with  that  queftion,  "  Who  hath  required 
thefe  things  at  your  hand  ?'*  but  may  have  it  to  fay,  **  He 
"  by  whofe  authority  I  do  thefe  things,  is  neither  pope, 
•*  nor  prelate,  nor  civil  potentate;  but  there  is  niy  war- 
*'  rant  in  the  word  of  God."     Hence, 

4.  We  muft  not  be  conformed  to  the  traditions  and 
rudiments  of  the  world;  <"  Beware,  left  any  man  fpoil  you 
through  philofophy,  and  vain  deceit,  after  the  invention 
of  men,  after  the  rudiments  of  the  world,  and  not  after 
Chrift,"  Col.  ii.  8.  See  alio,  ver.  20,  21,  22,  where  God 
teacheth  us  our  freedom  from  all  aboliflicd  ceremonies, 
and  ritual  obfervances;  and  that  fubjedlion  to  ordinances 
of  human  invention  and  appointment,  in  the  worihip  of 
God,  is  highly  blameable,  and  contrary  to  the  freedom 
and  liberty  of  the  gofpel ;  and  an  invi^ling  the  authority 
of  Chrirt,  the  Head  of  t!ie  church  ;  on  which  account 
we  are  exhorted  to  ftand  faft  in  the  liberty  wherewith 
Clirift  hath  made  us  free;  and  not  to  be  entangled  again 
into  the  yoke  of  bondage.  But  I  muft  here  pafs  many 
things,  which  would  natively  fall  in,  for  want  of  time. 

5.  We  muft  not  be  conformpd  to  the  principles  of  the 
world.  There  are  many  doftrinal  principles  that  we  are 
ifiot  to  be  conformed  to,  which  would  lead  to  a  large 
^eld  to  fpeak  of  ^:  but  to  confine  myfelf  to  this  point, 

namely, 

*  The  Render,  if  he  pleafes,  may  fee  Come  of  thefe  Doi^rlnal  Principle^, 
hy  confuhino  Vol.  Ul.  S^icccv.  idf.XVLll.  uader  ihe  ufe  of  Reproof;  aud 
\qI  U.  p.  iii,  i 1 3. 
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namely.  What  are  the  principles  of  the  unregenerate 
world  ?  Why,  they  are  even  naturally  of  devilifli  and 
hellifti  principles.  By  nature  we  are  all  Arminians, 
Pelagians,  Socinians,  yea,  and  Atheifts,  without  God 
in  the  world  ;  and  therefore  fufpeft  the  principle  that  is 
moft  natural,  and  that  is  raoft  eai'y  for  you  to  fall  in  with. 
Every  principle  that  favours  corrupt  and  depraved  reafon 
is  fufpicioiis;  for  the  gofpel  is  a  myftery  that  vitiated 
nature  cannot  fathom. — 'There  are  political  principles 
that  the  world  is  filled  with.  Many,  for  example,  are 
of  that  principle,  That  it  is  better  to  fin  than  to  fuffer ; 
better  to  make  fuch  and  fuch  compliances,  than  expofc 
ourfelves  to  the  fury  of  men,  or  the  lofs  of  fome  worldly 
fubftance :  better  an  uneafy  confcience,  than  an  empty 
purfe.  Many  are  of  that  principle,  better  a  bird  in  band 
than  two  in  the  bufh,  as  we  uie  to  fpeak :  better  a  pa- 

.  lace  in  Paris,  a  portion  in  this  world,  which  we  fee  and 
have  among  our  hands,  than  a  palace  in  Paradife  :  and 
hence  many  fay,"  Who  will  fhew  us  any  good  ?''  and  few, 
♦'  Lord,  lift  upon  us  the  light  of  thy  countenance,"  PfaU 
iv.  6.  We  muft  not  be  conformed  to  the  world  herein. 

6.  We  muft  not  be  conformed  to  the  pra£lice,  courfe, 
and  way  of  the  world:  "  Wherein  in  time  pafi  ye  walked 
according  to  the  courfe  of  this  world,  according  to  the 
prince  of  the  power  of  the  air,  the  fpirit  that  worketh  ia 
the  children  of  difobedience,''  Eph.  ii.  2.  God  would 
have  his  people  crofs  the  world  in  their  life  and  converfa* 
tion.  Ttiis  was  pointea  out  by  his  forbidding  Ifrael  to-eat 
and  touch  fome  things,  which  other  nations  did  eat  and 
touch;  and  his  allowing  them  to  eat  what  other  nations 

-  did  not.  For  example;  the  Egyptians  did  cat,  for  the 
moft  part,  filh,  and  fome  few  kinds  ojf  birds:  but  of  the 
flefti  of  beafts  they  ate  no  other  but  only  fwines  flefti; 
and  this  one  kind  of  flefh  is  di redly  forbidden  the  Jews, 
Lev.  xi.  7,  8.  By  this  was  pointed  out,  that  God  would 
have  a  kind  of  contrariety  between  the  world,  and  fuch 
as  make  a  profeffion  of  his  name;  and  that  his  childreu 
muft  be  as  far  from  the  manners  of  the  world  as  may  be. 
The  way  of  the  world  is  downward;  he  wilj  have  hia 
people  to  walk  upward:  the  courfe  of  this  world  is  hell- 
WSird;  he  will  have  his  people's  courfe  to  be  heaven- 
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uard:  the  world  walk  in  the  broad  way;  he  will  have 
his  people  walk  in  the  narrow  way. 

In  a  word,  we  are  not  to  be  conformed  to  the  world 

in   their   thoughts,    words,    aftions,    defires,  delights, 

love,  joys,  affections,  or  paffions.     But   on  all    tiiefe 

we   cannot   inliil    at   the   time ;    and    mult  therciore 
proceed I 

IIL  To  the  third  thing  propofed,  which  was.  To  Ihew 
what  this  difconformity  to  the  world  imports.  Not  to 
multiply  particulars,  it  fairly  imjx)rts  the  four  following 
things. 

1.  It  imports  more  than  a  contrariety  to  the  world. 
What  is  laid  of  the  flelh,  may  beTaid  of  tlie  world, 
with  refpeft  to  the  believer.  As  the  fleih  lufteth  againtt 
the  Spirit,  and  the  Spirit  againll  the  flefli ;  and  theie  two. 
are  contrary  one  to  another:  lb,  the  worlcl fights  againft 
the  believer,  and^he  believer  fights  againft  the  world;  and 
thefe  two  are  contrary  one  to  the  other :  and  this  is  the 
viftory  whereby  he  overcometh  the  world,  even  his  faith. 

2.  This  difconformity  to  the  world  imports  adefpifing- 
of  the  world.  ,  They  that  are  not  conformed  to  the  world, 
are  not  in  love  with  the  world ;  they  are  not  taken  up 
with  the  gaudy  v.mities  tliereof.  They  that  are  faints. 
indeed,  have  got  a  fight  that  makes  the  world  appear 
nothing.  The  natural  fun  fliines  upon  this  world,  and 
enlightens  it  :  but  the  fun  of  ri^hteoufnefs,  when  he 
Ihines  upon  the  foul,  darkens  this  earth,  and  all  the 
excellencies  thereof,  and  m:ikes  them  all  appear  but 
lofs  and  dung,  for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of 
Chrift.  Hence  the  believer  doth  not  admire  the  world  :- 
it  is  not  filver  and  gold  that  he  calls  true  riches ;  it  is. 
not  worldly  advancement  that  he  calls  honour;  it  is  not 
carnal  delight  that  he  reckons  pleafure  and  happinefs ;, 
it  is  not  human  learning  that  he  eileems  folid  wifdoni: 
he  can  be  rich,  honourable,  happy,  and  all  v/ithout 
them;  and  all  in  Chrill.  He  values  worldly  and  earthly 
things  no  more  than  a  pifture  drawn  in  the  fand,  which 
the  leaft  wave  will  vvafli  away. 

3.  This  difconformity  to  the  world  imports  a  forfak- 
ing  of  the  world; "-'  For^ev^Ko  dutve  own  ijeople,  and  thy 
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fathcr's  houfe  ;  fo  ftiall  the  King  greatly  defire  thy 
beauty,"  Pfal.  xlv.  lo,  ii.  The  child  of  God  is  made 
to  forlake  the  world,  and  to  come  up  from  this  world 
leaning  on  the  Beloved  :  this  feems  to  be  the  import  of 
that  call  to  the  church,  Song  iv.  8,  *'  Come  wiih  mo 
from  Lebanon  :  look  from  the  top  of  Am  ana,  from  the 
top  of  Shenir  and  Hermon  :  from  the  lions  dens,  and 
the  mountains  of  leopards."  We  profefs  to  renounce 
the  devil,  the  world,  and  the  flefh;  to  forfake  the  world, 
and  follow  Ghrift.  Now,  this  forfaking  of  the  world, 
viewed  negatively,  it  is  not  to  go  out  of  the  world  by 
a  hafty  death,  that  were  double  iniquity  ;  nor  is  it  to 
vow  a  voluntaf y  poverty,  as  the  Papiils  do  ;  nor  is  it  to 
be  idle  and  improvident  about  the  things  of  the  world  : 
but,  affirmatively,  to  forfake  the  world,  is  to  do  it  in 
point  of  ufe:  to  ufe  this  world  as  if  we  ufed  it  not;  that  is, 
moderately  :  to  forfake  it  in  point  of  fervice;  we  are  not 
to  be  flaves  to  it;  for,  we  cannot  ferve  God  and  Mam-r 
mon  :  to  forfake  it  in  point  of  confidence  ;  we  are  not 
to  truft  in,  or  depend  upon  outward  enjoyments  :  and 
we  are  to  forfake  it  in  point  of  adherence,  fo  as  not  to 
be  glewed  to  it ;  it  Ihould  not  be  like  the  hair  upon  the 
head,  or  Ikin  of  the  hand,  which  cannot  be  pulled  off 
without  pain:  but  like  a  hat  on  the  head,  or  a  glovon 
the  hand,  that  we  can  take  off  when  we  pleafe :  we  muft 
keep  a  loofe  grip  of  it.     And, 

4.  This  difconformity  to  the  world  imports,  an  aftual 
crucifying  of  the  world ; "  God  forbid,  that  I  Ihould  glory^ 
faith  the  apoftle,  fave  in  the  crofs  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Ghrift ; 
by  whom  the  world  is  crucified  unto  me,  and  I  unto  the 
world."  The  world  cares  not  for  me,  and  I  care  not  for 
the  world  ;  the  world  is  dead  to  me,  and  I  am  dead  to 
the  world,     But  J  infift  not,  and  therefore  proceed, 

IV.  To  the  fourth  thing,  which  was.  To  enquire 
why,  or  for  what  reafons,  the  people  of  God  muft  not 
be  conformed  to  .the  world.  Why,  in  general,  becaufe 
they  are  of  another  world  :  they  are  fubjefts  of  another 
kingdom  ;  they  are  people  of  another  ftate  ;  they  are 
perfons  of  another  principle;  they  are  recipients  of  ano- 
ther fpirit  I  they  are  diredted  by  another  rule;  atid  tKe^ 
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are  aiming  at  another  world,  than  the  reft  cf  the  world: 
but  concerning  thefe,  and  other  things  of  this  nature, 
wc  will  have  occafion  to  fpeak  upon  more  fully  after- 
wards. We  fhall  only,  in  the  meantinie,  oblerve,  that 
there  are  two  great  contending  parties,  that  powerfully 
draw  all  men  after  them;  namely,  God  and  the  world; 
and  tliere  is  an  irreconcilable  enmity  between  them  : 
thofe  who  are  on  God's  fide,  are  againft  the  world ; 
and  thofe  that  are  on  the  world's  fide,  are  aga'inft  God : 
and  therefore,  it  is  The  duty  of  all  the  followers  of  Chritt, 
not  to  take  the  world's  part  againfthim;  and  con fe- 
quently,  not  to  be  conformed  to  the  world.  When  the 
three  children,  Dan.  iii.  i2.  refufed  to  fall  down  and 
wor(hip  Nebuchadnezzar's  image,  he  was  full  of  fury, 
and  the  form  of  his  vifage  was  changed  againft  them, 
ver.  19.  It  is  fo  with  the  men  of  this  world ;  if  the 
flrieiKis  of  Chrift  will  not  bow  down  and  wor (hip  this 
golden  image,  and  join  in  with  the  vanities  and  follies 
thereof,  why  then  the  worldlings  run  mad  at  them.  It 
is  true,  the  world  would  agree  with  the  godly,  if  they 
would  bow  down  to  ihem  :  but  that  they  cannot  do, 
they  dare  not  do;  becaufe  tlie  Lord  forbids  it:  '*  Be  not 
conformed  to  the  world/* 

Now  the  reafous  of  the  doftrine  may  be  claffed  under 
thefe  four  heads.  The  children  of  God  rauft  not  be 
conformed  to  this  world,  i.  In  refpeft  of  God.  2.  In 
refpeftofthe  world.  3.  In  refpecl  of  their  brethren. 
And,  4.  In  refi-Xfd  of  themfeh^es. 

ift.  In  refpe(ll  of  God;  there  are  many  reafons  might 
be  given,  why  the  people  cf  God  are  not  to  be  con- 
formed to  the  world.     For, 

I.  By  being  conformed  to  the  world,  you  tempt  God, 
and  lead  yourfelves  into  temptation  :  if  any  of  God's 
people  entertain  unneceffary.  communion  with  the  wick- 
ed of  the  world,  like-Peter  in  the  high-prieft's  hall,  they 
tetupt  God,  to  let  them  fall  into  mifchief,  contrary  to 
his  CKprefs  command,  *'  Thou  flialt  not  tempt  the  Lord 
thy  God.'*  They  run  upon  a  dangerous  precipice, 
where,  if  God  take  away  his  hand,  tliey  may  fall  and 
break  all  their  bones.  , 

3.  By  being  coufotcitd  to  t.l\e  worlds  they  fo  far  for-. 
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take  God,  and  fo  forfake  their  own  mercies,  acd  run 
into  idolatry  :  hence  covetoufncfs  is  called  idolatry;  for 
it  is  making  the  world  our  God.  Whatettr  We  love 
moll,  and  fervc  moft,  and  depend  upon  mott,  that  we 
make  our  God  ;  and  fo  do  we,  when  we  love,  ferve,  and 
depc^nd  upon  the  world  fo  as  to  juftle  God  out  of  doors; 
But,  why  do  we  dote  upon  the  creature,  cr  upon  the 
world  ?  For,  whatever  the  world  hath  of  good,  it  hath 
it  from  God.  Your  food,  raiment,  comforts,  and  con* 
veniencies  in  the  world,  as  they  are  any  way  good  to  you< 
it  is  from  God:  and  therefore,  if  you  forfake  God,  aiid 
follow  the  world,  from  a  defire  after  thefe  things,  you 
forfake  the  full  fountain,  and  follow  the  fading  ftreamsj 
you  depart  even  from  the  true  good,  that  is  in  the  world 
itfelf,  while  you  go  to  the  world  for  it.  **  My  people  have 
committed  two  great  evils;  they  have  forfaken  me,  the 
fountain  of  living  waters ;  and  hewed  them  out  ci(lemS| 
broken  cifterns,  that  can  hold  no  water,"  Jer*  ii.  13. 

3.  God  and  the  world  are  at  odds ;  there  is  a  dif* 
agreement  between  God  and  the  world,  lietwecn  Chrld 
and  the  world:  all  the  time  that  Ghrift  was  in  the  world, 
it  mocked,  reviled,  oppofed,  and  perfccuted  him,  aad 
at  laft  killed  him  ;  and  Chrift,  by  his  life  and  death, 
did  fight  againft  the  world,  and  overcome  it :  and  he 
hath. put  enmity  between  his  people  and  the  world.  All 
the  prophets,  and  apolHes,  and  faints,  in  all  ages,  have 
been  at  hot  war  with  the  world,  and  contended  with  all 
the  wicked  in  it ;  '*  They  that  forfake  the  law,  praife 
the  wicked;  batfuch  as  keepthe  Jaw, contend  with  thera," 
Prov.  xxviii.  4.  They  have  been  men  of  contention  in  the  ^ 
world:  Why?  the  world  is  in  arms  againft  their  God; 
therefore  the  Lord  hath  fworn  that  he  will  have  war  with 
it,  aswith  Attialek,  unto  all  generations;  and  with  all  who 
Ihall  join  it;  yea,  or  ftand  neutral:  jhey  are  curfed,  be- 
caiiTe  they  rife  not  up  to  the  help  of  the  Lord  againft  the 
mighty.  Judges  v.  23.  Chriil  hath  given  encouragement 
to  his  people,  that  they  fhill  be  more  than  conquerors, 
through  him  who  hath  overcome  the  world. 

4.  The  love  of  Ocxl,  and  the  love  of  the  world,  are 
contrary  \  "  He  that  lovcth  the  world,  the  love  of  the 
I^atlier  id  not  m  hiaa."  G^'^work  is,  todraw  our  affeflti- 
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ons  from  the  world ;  the  world's  work  is,  to  draw  our 
afFeftions  from  God :  and :  both  God  and  the  world  feek 
the  whole  man.  If  a  man  defire  to  be  reHgiouSj  God 
mull  have  his  whole  heart :  and  he  throughu  grace  mull 
give  it,  and  make  a  continual  trade  of  religion  i  if  a 
man  defire  to  be  richj  the  world  will  oblige  him  to  rife 
early,  and  fit  up  late,  and  eat  the  bread  of  carefulncfs ; 
yea,  arid  employ  his  head  and  hearty  and  all  about  the 
worldi  And  therefore  God  and  the  world  cannot  be 
ferved  by  one  and  the  fame  man*  Yea^  the  love  of  the 
world  leads  to  the  hatred  of  God,:  bccaufe  there  is  a 
contrary  nature  between  God  and  the  wOrld  ;  the  Lord 
is  pure>  the  world  is  polluted ;  the  Lord  is  good,  the 
world  is  evil  t  the  Lord  hates  the  world,  though  not  as 
his  creature,  but  as  it  is  our  Lord's  rival j  ufurping  his 
room  in  our  hearts* 

2dly,  In  rcfpeft  of  the  Urorld  itfelfj  mariy  reafons  may 
be  given,  why  the  people  of  God  are  not  to  be  conform- 
ed to  it.  And  here  if  we  view  the  men  of  this  world, 
the  god  of  this  worlds  and  the  whole  complex  frame  of 
it,  we  will  fee  grounds  and  reafons  why  we  ought  not 
to  be  conformed  thereto. 

I.  The  men  of  this  world  is  a  feafon,  why  the  people 
of  God  lliould  not  be  conformed  to  jchis  world,  or  to 
the  praftice  of  the  men  that  are  in  it*  Why  ?  it  hardens 
the  wicked  in  their  wickednefsj  when  they  fee  profeflbrs 
of  religion,  and  thofe  that  have  tlie  reputation  of  godly 
perfons,  join  with  them,  or  too  familiarly  converfe  with 
them  :  and  fo  this  their  Conformity  to  the  world,  is 
hurtful  to  the  wicked  of  the  world ;  they  will  applaud 
themfelves  in  their  wicked  courfes,  when  fuch  as  are 
applauded  for  godly  perfons  do  affociate  with  them. 
Thus,  after  Saul  had  fpared  Agag,  Samuel  refufed  to 
return  with  him;  "  And  Samuel  faid  unto  Saul,  I  will  not 
return  with  thee;  for  thou  haft  rejefted  the  word  of  the 
Lord,  and  the  Lord  hath  rejefted  thee  from  being  king 
over  Ifrael,"  iSam.  xv.  26.  So  (hould  the  godly  fay  to  the 
wicked,  Ye  have  rejefted  the  word  of  the  Lord;  there- 
fore I  will  not  return  with  you,  I  will  not  join  with  you. 
If  you  join  with  the  vitious,  you  do  vice  too  much  ho- 
noun   If  you  join  with  the  fitmer,  you  give  fm  too  much 
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encouragement.  And  therefore,  it  is  foraetimes  the 
greatctt  a£t  of  love  towards  wicked  men,  to  deny  thera 
our  countenance,  and  withdraw  from  their  fociety;  yea, 
to  refufe  to  keep  company  with  them,  may  fometimes 
be  a  means  to  reform  them* 

2.  The  god  of  this  world  is  another  reafon  why  the! 
people  of  God  ought  not  to  be  conformed  to  it.  The 
god  of  this  world  is  the  devil ;  and  to  be  conformed  to 
this  world,  is  conformity  to  the  devil;  and  to  love  the 
world,  is  to  wcrfliip  the  devil ;  therefore,  as  covetouf- 
nefs  is  called  idolatry  ;  fo  the  devil  tempted  Ghrift  to 
worfliip  him,  by  offering  the  world  to  him,  Mat.  iv.  9, 
This  world  is  the  devil's  walk  where  he  goes  to  and  fro; 
yea,  goes  about  as  a  roaring  lion,  fepking  whom  he  may 
devour;  and  like  a  crooked  ferpent,  whom  he  may  de- 
ceive: and  when  we  are  upon  the  devil's  ground,  among 
the  wicked  of  the  world,  joining  in  fellowlhip  with  the 
wicked,  in  their  unfruitful,  wqrks  of  darknefs,  it  is  oae 
to  a  thoufand,  if  Satan  do  not  cheat  us  through  his  fub* 
tilty ;  and,  by  little  and  little,  captivate  us.  As  thieves 
ufually  fir-ft  put  in  a  little  one  at  the  window  to  open 
the  door  to  all  the  reft;  fo  Satan  prefents  us  an  apple,  a 
wedge  of  gold  to  the  eye;  or  a  whifpering  tale,  a  pollut- 
ing word,  or  fufpicion  to  the  ear;  thefe  are  the  doors  of 
the  houfe;  and  thefe  little  thieves  will  open  the  door,  and 
Jet  in  adultery,  whoredom,  theft,  malice,,  murder.  Sec. 
Satan's  requeft  feems  mannerly  and  modeft  at  firft.  As 
Semiramis  defired  of  Ninus  only  to  reign  one  day,  and 
that  day  to  ^o  what  flie  plea  fed,  what  floe  liHed  ;  which 
being  granted,  behold  in  that  day  flie  cut  off  his  head : 
even  fo,  the  devil,  the  god  of  this  world,  will  defire 
only  to  reign  a  day,  or  to  have  you  dedicate  a  day  to 
him  and  to  the  world,  and  the  vanities,  and  follies,  and 
vices  thereof;  but,  behold,  in  that  very  day  he  may  cut 
off  your  head,  cut  off  your  foul,  by. drawing  away  your 
heart  and  affections  from  God. 

3.  The  whole,  complex  frame  of  this  world,  and  things 
thereof,  affords  a  complex  reafon  why  w6  are  not  to  be 
conformed  to  this  world.  Why,  the  whole  world  lieth 
in  wickednefs:  for,  All  that  is  in  the  world,  the  lufts  of 
the  flefli,  the  luIUof  the  eye,  and  the  pride  oi  life,  are 
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nothing  but  the  trafli  and  trumpery  of  hell. — in  a  word^ 
the  world  is  but  a  contemptible  thing;  .Chrift  poured 
contempt  upon  it,  and  difgraced  it,  when  he  faid,  "  My 
kingdom  is  not  of  this  world.  It  is  nothing  to  be  con- 
temned and  difgraced  by  the  world;  nay,  fometiraes  it  is 
a  man's  glory  to  be  fo;  but  Ghrill's  difelleeming  and 
defpifing  a  thing,  rubs  a  real  infamy  upon  it :  and  why 
then  fhould  we  be  conformed  to  it  ?— ^The  world  is  a 
vanifhing  thing,  the  clock  of  time  is  alraoft  run  out;  and, 
in  a  little,  it  will  be  winded  up  in  eternity.  If  a  man  had 
a  tack  of  a  houfe,  of  a  farm,  but  for  two  or  three  days, 
and  fliould  fall  a-building  and  planting,  would  he  not  be 
judged  very  foolifli :  fo,  when  we  have  fuch  a  ftiort  and 
uncertain  time  here,  and  death  calls  us  prefently  off  the 
ftage,  to  third  immoderately  after  the  world's  pleafures, 

firofits,  honours^  and  vanities,  is  it  not  extreme  folly  ?  • 
t  is  doomed  to  deftruftion ;  and  will  be  all  in  a  flame 
and  red  low  ere  loAg.-*-The  world  is  but  a  vain  thing: 
*•  Man  in  his  bell  ellate  is  altogether  vanity,"  even  in 
his  mod  profperous  ftate*  Profperity,  in  Scripture,  is 
compared  to  a  candle;  and  many  have  burnt  their  wings 
about  this  candle^  This  world  cheats  all  that  dotes 
upon  it ;  it  promifes  pleafure^  but  cannot  perform;  for 
no  folid  fatisfaftion  can  be  found  in  it.  The  world's 
votaries  are  but  a  pack  of  cheated  fools  :  '*  Wherefore 
do  they  fpCnd  their  money  for  that  which  is  not  bread; 
and  their  labour  for  that  which  fatisfieth  not  ?'*  When 
the  world  fpeaks  you  fair,  believe  it  not;  for  there  are 
feven  abominations  in  its  heart;  its  greateft  glory  is  but 
a  fading  fliadow. — The  world  is  a'hurtful  thing;  and  we 
little  need  to  be  conformed  to  it ;  the  cuftoms  of  it  choke 
the  feed  of  the  word,  that  it  cannot  grow.  The  things 
of  this  world  is  the  falfe  deception  the  devil  cafts  over 
our  eyes,  that  we  do  not  fee  the  glory  ef  the  Lord ; 
"  The  god  of  this  world-  hath  blinded  the  eyes  of  them 
that  believe  not ;"  it  is  the  bait  that  draws  fo  many  fiih 
into  the  devil's  net,  whereby  he  bewitches  them,  and 
allures  them  into  the  pit  of  ruin. 

3dly,  In  refpedl  of  their  brethren;  there  are  many 
reafons  alfo,  why  they  are  not  to  be  conformed  to  the 
world,  left  their  brethrea  in  Chrift  be  either  grieved  or 
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offended;  for  your  conformity  to  the  world  and  joining 
with  the  wicked,  is  both  grieving  to'  the  Ilrong,  and 
off^nfive  to  the  weak  believer. 

r.  It  is  grieving  to  the  Rodly ;  arid,  is  it  nothing  to 
you  to  grieve  the  gend^ation  of  the  righteous?  The  fm 
of  the  wicked  is  a  grief  to  the  godly;  and,  how  unna- 
tural is  it  for  any  of  God's  children,  to  add  to  their  grief, 
by  joining  ilTue  with  the  Wicked!  It  is  faid  of  Lot,  that 
his  righteous  foul  was  vexed  from  day  to  day,  with  the 
unlawful  deeds  of  the  wicked;  but  for  fuch  to  be  vexe  'j 
not  only  with  the  ungodlinefs  of  finners,  but  with  the 
tintendernefs  of  faints  alfo,  is  an  additional  vexation ; 
and  grief  upon  the  back  of  grief. 

'  2.  It  is  ofFenfr/e  to  the  weak  believer;  it  lays  a  ftumb- 
ling-block  in  his  way,  over  which  he  is  ready  to. fall; 
feither  by  difcouraging  him  in  the  way  of  duty^  or  en- 
couraging and  leading  him  into  fm,  or  any  other  way 
leading  hiiii  into  foirie  fnare,  with  refpedl  to  his  own  foul: 
*^  When  ye  fm  fo  againft  the  brethren,  and  wound  their 
Weak  confciences,  ye  flri  againft  Ghrift,"  iGor.  viii.  12. 

4t[ily,  In  refped  ofthemfelves:  and  that,  i.  BecauTe 
of  thfeit  <iircumllances<  2*  Their  fafety  requires,  that 
they  be  riot  conformed  to  the  world;  - 

[i.]  Becaufe  of  their  circiiraftances.  They  are  quite 
inother  circumftarices  than  the  r^ft  of  the  world.  Why, 

1.  They  are  pedple  of  another  world  than  this  ;  an3 
therefore  are  not  to  be  conformed  to  this  wdrld  ;  they 
are  not  of  the  world,  evdri  as  Ghrift  is  ndl  of  tiie  world; 
They  are  of  another. kingdom;  for,  Ghrifi's  kingdom  is 
not  of  this  world.  They  are  of  another  cduntfy  ;  for^ 
they  defire  a  better  country,  that  is,  an  heavenly;  They 
are  of  another  city;  even  the  city  that  hath  foundations, 
whofe  builder  and  maker  is  God.  They  are  of  another 
world;  for,  GJod  bath  chofen  them  out  of  the  world. 

2.  They  muft  not  Be  conformed  to  this  world,  be* 
caufe  they  are  perfons  of  ^another  ftate  than  this  world. 
The  world  is  in  a  ftate  of  condemnation;  but  they  are  itl 
a  ftate  of  juftificatidn;  therefore  they  arc  to  walk  like 
thofe  that  are  in  favour  with  God.  They  are  in  a  ftate 
of  adoption;  therefore  to  be  followers  of  God,  as  dear 
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children.  Tliey  are  in  a  ftate  of  grace;  they  are  the 
children  of  the  light  and  of  the  day ;  therefore  they  are 
not  to  fleep  as  others  do. 

3.  They  mull  not  be  conformed  to  the  world,  be- 
caiufe  they  arc  acted  by  another  principle  than  the  reffof 
the  world. — Tiiey  have  a  principle  of  faith;  and  this  faith 
worketh  by  love:  while  t:ie  world  licth  in  unbelief;  and 
this  their  nnl>erref  worketh  by  enmity. — U'hey  have  a 
principle  of  love:  and  the  love  of  Chrill  confirains  them 
to  ferve  tlie  LorJ;  while  the  enmity  of  the  world  cop- 
ftrains  them  to  diflionoar  God.^ — Tliey  have  a  principle 
of  holy  fear;  while  the  world  hath  no  fear  of  God  before 
their  eyes. 

4.  They  mud  not  be  conformed  to  the  world,  becaufe 
they  are  directed  by  another  rule  than  the  reft  ^of  the 
world.  The  rule  that  the  world  walks  by,  is  their  own 
will,  their  own  corrupt  wicked  will;  and  iicnce  they  fay 
with  the  people  of  old,  We  are  lords,  and  jve  will  not 
h:we  this  man  to  reign  over  us:  but  the  rule  by  which 
the  children  of  God  do  walk,  is  the  word  and  will  of 
God;  and  this  is  the  will  of  God,  even  our  fanctification. 

5.  They  mull  not  be  conformed  to  the  world,  becaufe 
they  aim  at  another  end  than  the  rell  of  the  world ;  whe- 
ther we  confhicr  the  end  propounded  by  them,  or  the 
end  deli^^ned  upon  them, — The  end  propounded  by  them. 
A\^hv5  the  hil  end,  and  chief  end  of  the  world  is  felf : 
to  live  to  them!e|ves:  but  the  great  and  chi^-f  end  of  the 
godly,  is  to  live  unto  Goi>:  the  principal  end  they  pro- 
fefs,  is  God's  glory,  and  Chriii's  honour.  And  thofe 
who  differ  fo  far  in  their  end,  good  reafon  they  differ  in 
their  way. — -A*]:ain,  as  to  the  end  defigned  upon  them  ; 
why,  the  world  will  come  to  a  difmal  iiTuc  ;  for,  the 
wicked  will  be  turned  into  hell,  and  tormented  with  the 
devil  at}d  his  angels;  but  the  godly,  being  chofen  out  of 
the  world,  will  Ihortly  enter  into  the  joy  of  their  Lord. 
And  feeing  their  ends  are  fo  different,  furely  they  cannot 
both  walk  in  the  fame  road.  If  one  goes  eaft,  another 
weft,  furely  they  cannot  walk  the  fame  way, 

6.  They  ttiull  not  be  conformed  to  the  world,  be- 
caufe they  are  objects  of  another  love  than  the  reft  of 
Jthc  world ;  they  are  loved  with  an  everlafting  love,  and 

iQ 


TO    THE    WORLD   INJOINED.         499 

fo  drawn  with  loving-kindnefs ;  and  being  drawn  with 
the  cords  of  love,  they  are  to  run  the  way  of  God's  com- 
mandments, while  others  run  in  the  broad  way  to  deftruc* 
tion:  the  world  is  the  6bjed  of  God's  hatred;  "  Jacob 
have  I  loved,  and  Efau  have  I  hated,"  Rom.  ix.  13. 

7.  They  mud  not  be  conformed  to  the  world,  be* 
caufe  they  are  fervants  of  another  mailer,  thaa  the  reft 
of  the  world.  The  world  ferves  the  devil,  and  ferves 
their  lulls,  and  ferves  other  gods;  but  every  believer  is  a 
Joflma  in  this;  "  As  for  me,  and  my  houfe,  we  will  ferve 
the  Lord."  Now,  a  man  cannot  ferve  twa  mafters ; 
and  the  believer  cannot  ferve  both  God  and  Mammon  ; 
Chrill  and  the  worlds 

8.  They  mail  not  be  conformed  to  the  world,  bccaufe 
they  are  partakers  of  another  Spirit  than  the  world : 
**  They  have  not  received  the  fpirit  of  this  worlds  but 
the  Spirit  which  is  of  God.'*  The  world  is  led  by  an 
ill  fpirit  to  the  land  of  darknefs ;  whereas  they  are  led 
by  the  good  Spirit  to  the  land  of  uprightnefs. — The 
world  is  led  by  a  poor,  pitiful,  low,  and  mean  fpirit ; 
whereby  they  are  eafily  put  off  with  trifles,  and  fatisfied 
with  iliadows  and  vanities  :  but  the  godly  are  led  by  a 
noble,  high,  and  heavenly  fpirit ;  whereby  they  afpire 
after  divine  and  celeftial  things. — 'The  world  is  led  by  a 
blind,  ignofant,  fooliih  fpirit  J  whereby  they  are  rpad 
upon  their  idols  :  the  children  of  God  are  led  by  a  Spi- 
rit of  wifdom,  knowledge,  and  underflanding  *,  where* 
by  they  are  wife  unto  falvation*— — And  thus  the  cir* 
camllances  of  the  people  of  God  yield  all  the  rcafbn  ia 
tiie  world,  why  they  ought  not  to  b^  conformed  to  tfeis 
world. 

[2.]  Theif  fafety  requires  it  alfo,  that  they  be  not 
conformed  to  the  world  :  (i»)  The  fafety  of  their  names, 
that  are  in  danger  to  be  difgraced.  (2.)  The  fafety  of 
their  confciences,  that  are  in  danger  to  be  defied.  (3.) 
The  fafety  of  their  graces,  that  are  in  hazard  of  being 
marred.  Afld,  (4.)  The  fafety  of  their  perfons,  that 
are  in  danger  to  be  punifhed  by  their  conformity  to  the 
vv^orld. 

I.  The  fafety  of  their  names  require,  that  they  be  not 
conformed  to  this  world ;  for  their  nanxes  are  in  danger 
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of  beinr  difgraced,  by  fuch  a  conformity.  -  Becaufe  when 
they  become  like  unto  the  wicked,  and  conformed  to 
the  world,  they  give  occafion  of  their  being  fufpefted 
of  the  world,  and  lb  (hame  and  difgrace  their  own  narae 
and  their  father's  name;  "  He  that  is  a  companion  of 
riotous  men,  ihameth  his  father,"  Prov.  xxvi.i.  7.  So 
the  believer  fliames  his  heavenly  Father  by  conformity 
to  the  world  ;  for,  what  agreement  is  there  between  God 
end  the  world?  He  (hameth  his  earthly  father  alfo,  whe-. 
ther  he  be  a  gracekis  or  a  gracious  man:  if  he  be  a 
gracelcfs  man,  he  Ihameth  him,  by  giving  occafion  to 
fay,  he  is  Wkc  him ;  Like  father  like  fon  :  If  he  be  a  gra- 
cious mm,  he  fliameth  h:m,  by  being  fo  unlike  unto  him. 
But  he  efpecially  Ihameth  himfelf;  for,  vihereas  a  good 
name  is  as  precious  ointment;  fo  his  conformity  to  the 
world,  in  any  meafure,  is  the  dead  fly  that  caufes  the 
ointment  of  the  apothecary  to  fend  forth  a  {linking  favour, 
Keel.  X*  I.     They  lofe  their  credit  and  efleem. 

2.  The  fafety  of  their  confcicnces  require  that  they  be 
not  conformed  to  the  world  ;  becaufe,  by  conformity  to 
the  world,  their  confciences  are  in  danger  of  being  de- 
filed, and  their  fouls. to  be  depraved;  for  the  fin  and  way 
of  the  world  is  ofan  infeftious  nature:  can  a  man  touch 
pitcli,  and  not  be  defiled?  "  Can  a  man  take  fire  in  his 
bofcyn,  and  his  cloaths  not  be  burnt?  Can  he  go  upon  hot 
coals,  and  his  feet  not  be  burnt?"  faith  Solomon.  We 
r»re  told  of  the  Jews,  Pfal.  cvi.  35.  that  when  they  were 
nj..  r]ed  amon'j^  the  heathen, they  learned  their  works, and 
ferved  their  idol:?,  which  was  a  fnare  to  them.  The  fineft 
looking-glaffes  will  gather  duft  and  defilement  ;  even  fo 
m.iy  ihc  children  of  God  themfelves  gather  dull  and  de- 
filement, by  mingling  with  the  world;  for  fin  is  a  plague 
and  infection.  And  the  haunting  of  ffnful  company  will 
defile  a  faint ;  Jofeph,  in  Pharaoh's  court,  learned  to 
fwear  by  the  life  of  Pharaoh;  Peter,  in  the  high-priefl's 
hall,  fwears  and  denies  his  Matter;  the  Ifraelites,  being 
ufed  to  the  Egyptian  furnaces,  framed. an  idol.  They 
that  ly  down  with  dogs,  Ihall  rife  up  with  fleas ;  they 
that  dwell  in  the  kitchen,  will  fmell  of  the  fmoke. 

3.  The  fafety  even  of  their  graces,  that  are  in  danger 
to  be  marred  zxA  ^^^katv^d,  rec\uirc  that  they  be  not 
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confornied  to  the  world.  There  is  not  fuch  a  gracious 
perfon  on  earth,  but  if  he  cad  himfelf,  by  untenderneis 
and  unwatchfuliiefs  into  the  conipriuyof  a  carnal  world, 
he  will  find  their  convcrfalion  abalc  the  edge  of  his  zeal 
and  cool  the  fervoar  of  liis  devotion  ;  yea,  enervate, 
debilitate,  and  weaken  every  grace  ;  and,  by  little  and 
little,  transform  him  10  their  ra.inner,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  till  fovereign  grace  reform  him  again:  "  Wnen  ini* 
quity  abounds,  the  love  of  many  waxeth  cold.*'  This 
new-planted  colony  of  grace  in  the  heart,  is  in  great  dan- 
ger when  oppofeJ,  not  only  by  the  native,  (I  mean,  our 
corruption,)  but  alio  by  the  auxiliary  help  and  aid  of 
the  corruption  of  others. 

4.  Tne  fafety  of  their  perfons  require  that  they  be  not 
conformed  to  the  world:  for  they  who -are  conformed 
to  the  wicked  world,  arc  in  danger  of  being  puniflied 
therewith.  Though  all  that  afe  in  Chrift  are  freed  from 
condemnation,  and  eternal  wrath  ;  yet  they  are  not 
freed  from  affllfl'on  and  temporal  judgments,  efpeciaU 
Jy  if  they  Ih all  affjciate  with  tiie  wicked.  If  Lot  had 
not  come  out  of  Sodom,  at  the  command  of,  God,  he 
had  perilhed  in  the  flames  :  If  Noah  had  not  made  the 
diXki  at  God's  command,  he  had  periflied  in  the  flood 
with  the  world.  And  hence  the  command  of  God  to  us 
is,  ^'  Come  out  of  her,  my  people,  that  ye  be  not  partak- 
ers of  her  fms,  and  that  ye  receive  not  of  her  plagues,'' 
Rev.  xviii.  4*  ^'  A  companion  of  fools  fhall  be  deftroy-. 
ed,"Prov^  xiii.  20.  And  again,  '^  Come  out  from  among 
them,  and  be  ye  feparate,  faith  the  Lord;  and  toush  not 
the  unokan  thing,  and  I  will  receive  you^"  z  Cor.  vi^i;. 
^'  Shouldll:  thou  help  the  ungodly,  and  love  them  that 
bate  the  Lord  I  therefore  is  wra,th,  upon,  th^e  from  before 
the  Lord,"  z  Chron.  xix.  2. 

Thus  you  fee  many  reafons,  why  the  people  of  God 
mull  not  be  conformed  to  this  world  ;  and  that  in  re* 
fpefil  of  themfelves:  their  circamftances  and  their  fafety 
every  way  reqnire  it.. 

V.  The  fifth  thing  propofed,  in  the  method,  was, 
To  make  application  of  the  fubjt:£t ;  v/hich  wc  fhall  cf. 
fay  in  an  ufe  of  information,  reproof,  c^camination^  and 
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exhortation,  inforced  with  feme  motives ;  and  then  con- 
elude  the  fubjeft  with  ferae  direftlons. 

Ule  1.  Let  us  improve  the  doftrine  in  an  ufe  of  in- 
formation.  If  then  matters  be  fo,  as  you  have  been  hear- 
ing,  That  the  people  of  God  mult  not  be  conformed  to 
the  wicked  world,  we  may  hence  learn, 

1.  What  are  the  rules  by  which  our  converfation  in  the 
tvorld  is  to  be  fquared,  and  how  our  converfation  with 
the  world  is  to  be  cautioned.  This  non-conformity  to 
the  world  doth  not  exclude  all  converfation  whatfoever 
with  the  world  :  for,  in  feveral  cafes,  we  may  lawfully 
convcrfe  with  them. 

QaEsT.  In  what  cases  may  the  godly  converfe  with 
the  world? 

Answ.  (i.)  In  cafe  of  neccflity;  when  we  are  com- 
pelled and  obliged  to  live  amongft  them.  This  was 
David's  cafe  in  Kedar;  '^  Wo  is  me  that  I  dwell  in  Me* 
fech,  that  I  dwell  in  the  tents  of  Kedar;"  Pfal.  cxx.  5. 
So  it  was  with  the  church  of  Pergamus;  ^*  I  know  where 
thou  dwelleft,  even  where  Satan's  feat  is,"  Rev,  ii.  13, 
Where  God  hath  a  chapel,  Satan  hath  a  throne, 

(2.)  In  cafe  of  policy,  traffic,  trade  and  raerchandife: 
in  this  refpeft  we  cannot  live  without  the  wicked  of  the 
world.  It  is  lawful  to  have  commerce  with  them;  pro- 
vided always  we  mingle  not  with  their  vices, 

(3.)  In  cafe  of  courtefy  and  civility,  A5  this  non-con- 
formity to  the  world  doth  not  exclude  lawful  traffic ;  fa 
neither  doth  it  exclude,  or  impeach  civil  courtefy.  It  is 
not  only  lawful,  but  laudable  to  do  any  courteous  of* 
fices  towards  them  that  are  without,  wherebty  tp  gain 
them. 

(4.)  In  cafe  of  chanty;  hence  we  are  called  to  do  g*od 
to  all,  but  efpecially  to  the  houfliold  of  faith,  Tho'  the 
houfhold  of  faith,  in  poverty,  be  the  fpecial  obje£ls  of 
charity;  yet,  we  are  not  to  exclude  others:  *^  Do  good 
to  all." 

(5.)  In  cafe  of  piety;  and  thus  it  is  lawful  to  converfe 
\vith  the  wicked  as  far  as,  by  gentle  and  fcafonable  re- 
proofs, we  may^  through  grace,  be  ufeful  to  reclaim 
them*     We  are  to  walk  wifely  towards  thefe  that  are 

W'itih 
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Without;  to  vifit  them  in  their  diftrefs,  when  they  are  in 
affliction ;  and  to  do  all  the  good  we  can  to  their  iouls. 

(6.)  In  cafe  of  affinity.  This  non-conformity  to  the 
world  doth  not  take  away  natural  aifeftion  ;  neither 
will  it  extend  to  a  reparation  between  hulband  and  wife, 
for  the  fake  of  religion :  it  is  lawful  for  the  believing 
wife  to  converfe  with  the  carnal  hufband,  as  Abigail 
with  Nabil:  nay,  for  religion*s  fake,  fuch  are  called  to 
convcrfe  together;  "  What  knoweft  thou,  O  wife,  whe- 
ther thou  flialt  fave  thy  hufband?  or,  what  knoweft  thou, 
Oman, whether  thou  flialt  fave  thy  wifc?"iGor.vii.i4.i6. 

In  all  thefe,  and  the  like  cafes,  converfe  with  the 
wicked  of  the  world  is  lawful.  But  the  meaning  of 
non-conformity  with  them  is,  we  muft  not  chufc  them 
for  our  daily  companions,  delight  in  their  difcourfe,  or 
frequent  their  haunts;  "  Now,  I  have  written  unto  you, 
not  to  keep  company ;  if  any  man  that  is  called  a  brother 
be  a  fornicator,  or  covetous,  or  an  idolater,  or  a  railer, 
or  a  drunkard,  or  an  extortioner,  with  fuch  a  one  no 
not  to  eat,"  1.  Gor.  v.  n.  We  are  not  to  afFc£l  their 
fociety,  nor  to  favour  their  wickednefs  ;  but  keep  our- 
felves  unfpocted  from  the  world,  James  i.  27. 

Tiius  we  fee,  I  fay,  the  rule  by  which  our  conver- 
fation  in  the  world  Ihould  be  fquared,  In  things  which 
are  abfolutely  moral  indeed,  all  rules  of  art  lliould  be 
affirmative  :  but  in  this  point,  a  man  may  give  a  nega- 
tive rule,  which  may  be  fafe  and  good.  Do  not  as  the 
world  doth  :  do  quite  contrary  to  them.  It  i§  a  good 
rule  to  live  by^  to  mark  the  courfes  of  worldly  men,  and 
to  do  the  quite  contrary.  Worldly  men  give  themfelves 
to  covetoufnefs,  to  worldly  pleafure,  worldly  lulls,  world- 
ly afF;i£lions  :  now,  it  is  a  good  rule  of  walk,  to  obferve 
what  they  do,  and  to  do  the  quite  contrary ^t 

2.  Hence  we  may  fee,  if  it  be  the  property  of  a  true 
Chriftian,  not  to  be  conformed  to  the  world,  how  few 
true  Ghrillians  there  are  in  the  world.  There  are  many 
profelTors  indeed,  but  few  godly  perfons:  why?  becaule 
they  are  like  the  world  ;  they  live  as  others  in  the  world 
do;  they  live  as  atheifts  and  infidels.  Look  to  your- 
felf,  man,  woman;  do  you  not  even  the  fame  things 
that  the  reft  of  the  profane  world  do  ?   Do  yea  hot  live 

1*14  ^^^-^ 
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after  the  fame  courfe,  and  at  the  fame  rate  ?  They  re- 
ftrain  prayer  before  God,  both  in  fecret,  and  in  their 
faoiiiics:  they  i^egleft  the  word;  tjiey  regard  it  not, 
they  obey  it  not ;  they  fwell  againil  it,  they  fnarl  at  it: 
they  break  and  profane  the  Sabbath;  they  omit  the  pro- 
per duties  of' it,  and  do  thofe  things  wliich  are  in  thera- 
ielves  unlawful  on  that  day  ;  th^y  are  malicious  j  they 
are  deceitful  in  their  dealings  :  they  live  contentedly 
without  Chrill ;  though  they  be  poor,  they  live  content- 
pdly  without  the  tried  gold  of  his  grace  ;  though  they 
be  blind,  they  live  fatisfied  without  the  eycrfalve  of  his 
Spirit;  though  they  be  naked,  they  live  peaceably  with- 
out the  white  raiment  of  his  righteoufnel's.  Now,  what 
is  your  life  ?  What  contrariety  is  there  between  you 
and  the  world  ?  Do  you  npt  live  the  yery  fame  way  ? 
O  then,  you  are  conformed  to  this  world  with  tjie  reft; 
and,  how  few  are  otherwife  !  Therefore  there  are  but 
few  faints  indeed ;  becaufe  the  moil  part  are  con- 
formed to  the  world,  and  taken  up  with  the  vanities  of 
it.  " 

I  unJcirftand  there  is  to  be  a  remarkable  meeting  here 
this  week ;  an  idle,  vain  rendevous  ;  I  know  not  upon 
what  pretence:  but  I  fear  the  motto  of  it  be,  Vanity  and 
Folly;  if  not  Wickcdnefs  and' Debauchery  in  the  ill'ue  : 
and  in  cafe  that  prove  the  iffue  of  it,  I  mull  exoner  my- 
f;:iif  on  tl'.e  head.  True  ;  fome  may  he  thinking,  it  is 
better  that  tlie  minifter  hold  his  peace  ;  for,  fay  what  he 
willr  the  company  will  but  laugh  at  it,  when  tbey  are 
conveened  :  But  I  do  not  value  that ;  I  mull  anfwer  to 
Ood  for  what  I  fay,  and  you  mull  aniwer  for  what  you 
hear  and  do  at  his  tribunal ;  and  fee  who  will  laugh 
there. 

I  have  only  a  few  queftions  to  propofe  to  all  that  de- 
fi.^n  to  countenance  that  convention  oF  idlenefs  and  foil/, 
I.  Will  it  be  no  conformity  to  the  world,  and  foftermg 
of  its  vanity  and  idlenefs,  to  give  countenance  thereto  ? 
7,*  Will  it  be  with  a  view  to  glorify  God,  or  edify  any 
poor  immortal  foul,  that  this  meeting  fliall  gather  toge- 
ther? 3.  Will  it  be  of  fuch  a  nature,  that  any,  who 
countenance  it,  dare  go  to  God  and  pray  for  a  bleffing 
upon  it  ?     4.  \YUl  it  hz  of  fuch  a  nature,  and  fl\all  not 
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counteraft,  and  contradid  the  call  of  providence,  at 
this  day,  which  calls  us  rather  to  mourning  and  weep- 
ing, than  to  joy  and  gladnefs?  5.  Will  it  be  a  meeting 
of  God's  approbation,  and  fuch  as  they  fliall  be  able  to 
account  for,  at  his  awful  iribunal,  without  fear  or  {hame  ? 
6.  Will  it  be  fuch  a  meeting,  as  that  your  countenanc- 
ing it,  will  give  ground  of  joyful  reflctlion,  when  your 
eye-ftrings  are  breaking,  and  your  fouls,  flying  out  of 
your  bodies  into  eternity  ?    •  ^ 

If  thefe  quellions  can  be  anfwered  in  the  pofitive,  and 
that  it  be  indeed  a  meeting  of  this  nature,  then  I  havsk 
no  quarrel  with  it ;  but  if  otherwife,  and  that  none  of 
thefe  things  can  be  faid  of  it,  then  I  protell  againft  it» 
in  God's  great  name;  and  take  inilruments,  in  th^  handa 
of  your  confciences,  that  I  do  fo.  And  I  would  ear* 
neltly  exhort  all,  that  defire  to  be  followers  of  Chrift, 
that  they  would  beware  ofc  it,  as  they  woqld  not  oflFend 
God,  nor  grieve  the  generation  of  the  righteous,  and 
be  guilty  of  conformity  to  the  world:  for,  before  ever 
it  come,  it  hath  no  favour  of  Heaven  about  it ;  and,  \ 
fear,  the  intereft  of  hell  be  advanced,  and  the  vanity  of 
the  mind  promoted  by  it. 

Why,  fay  you,  it  is  hut  defigned  for  a  little  diverfioa 
i^nd  recreation.  Indeed,  it  is  eafy  for  perfons,  to  put 
a  fair  face  upon  a  foul  defign  ;  but  I  fear  the  promifcu* 
ous  dancing  and  revelling  that  I  hear  is  defigned,  toge- 
ther with  the  drinking  a,nd  caroufmg  that  may  take 
place,  will  difcover  that  the  god  of  this  world  will  be 
the  great  m^fter-conveener,  and  the  lulls  of  the  world 
will  be  the  great  diverfion  ;  even  the  lulls  of  the  flelh, 
the  lulls  of  the  eye,  and  the  pride  of  life, 

A  meeting  for  prayer  and  humiliation  would  he  more 
fuitable  for  the  fad  ftate  of  the  fouls  of  many  of  thbfa 
who  have  fuch  defigns  in  view :  for,  it  is  to  be  feared, 
fome  will  give  countenance  to  that  vanity,  by  whom  jhe 
ordinances  of  Chrift  have  been  little  countenanced  thefe 
^twelve  months;  and  fome  who  will  find  more  pleafure 
in  fuch  merry  caballing,  than  ever  they  found  iu  God'3 
fanftuary  all  their  days^  which  fays,  that  they  have  mora 
need  that  God  fet  them  to  their  knees,  to  depricate  the 
Yengeance  that  is  hanging  over  their  gUiliy  heads,  jthan 
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that  the  devil  fet  them  on  their  feet,  to  dance  away 
merrily  to  hell  *. 

J.  Hence  fee,  that  it  is  no  wonder  that  religious  per- 
fons  be  cried  down  for  nicenefs  and  fingularlty.  Indeed, 
religion  mud  be  crofs,  and  contrary  to  the  world.  If 
this  be  fingiilariry,  not  to  walk  as  tbofe  do.  that  make 
no  confcience  of  duty,  but  mock  and  jefi  at  better  things 
than  they  will  imitate,  then  we  mull  be  fmgular:  If  ihis 
be  to  be  vile,  as  David  faid  in  another  cafe^  then  we 
fliall  be  more  vile,  Why>  fay  you,  Ihall  we  cxpofe 
ourfelves  to  be  traduced  as  proud,  precife,  and  fingul^ir 
perfons,  who  think  none  fo  good  as  ourfelves  ?  Why, 
Sirs,  it  is  better  that  the  world  fpeak  ill  of  us  without 
caufe,  than  thai  Cjod  fliould  be  angry  at  us,  and  proceed 
againft  us  on  juft  reafon, 

4.  Hence  we  may  fee,  what  a  weak  argument  it  is» 
that  is  only  drawn  from  multiftidesand  univerfality,  Moft 
men  do  fo  and  fo  ;  yea,  all  nzcn  do  fo  and  fo;  and  why 
(hall  not  we  follow  their  example  ?  But  the  apoftlc's 
ar^wment  is  quite  of  another  nature,  Eph.  iv.  17.  20* 
•'  Iteftify,  in  the  Lord,  that  henceforth  ye  walk  not  as 
other  Gentiles  walk,  in  the  vanity  of  their  .mind,  &c.; 
but  ye  have  not  fo  learned  Chrifl.*^  See  i  Thef.  iv.  5. 
where  we  are  told,  that  it  is  but  a  poor,  vain^  weak 
argument  for  one  to  urge.  Others  do  fo  and  fo  ;  and 
therefore  why  not  I  ?  Why,  Paul's  argument  is  quite 
the  reverfe;  **  Let  us  not  fleep  as  others  do:"  let  us  not 
drink  and  tipple  as  others  do;  *'  but  let  us  watch  and  be 
fober,"  I  Thef.  v.  6.  Non-conformity  to  the  world  faith> 
on  the  contr.iryto  this  carnal  reafoning,'*Let  usnotflcep> 
•'  as  others  do;  let  us  not  fwear,  as  others  do;  let  us  not 
•*  profane  the  Sabbath,  as  others  do;  let  us  not  gommit 
•*  uncleannefs,  as  others  do;  let  us  not  lye,  as  others  do; 

let 

*  Thcfe  notes  liax^e  a  /elation  to  a  remarkable  Ball  in  Diin^ermline,  in 
"wliich  much  promifciunis  dancing,  levity,  and  w.intonnefs,  took  pljce. — If 
there  was,  at  ihai  time,  fo  much  oc  ai'son  for  our  Author  to  inveigh  To  revcrcly 
a<;ainft  Aich.  promircuous  aflcmbllng  and  caUilling,  drinking  aad  revelling; 
how  much  more  reafon  now,  in  th'He  days  ot*  profanity  and  piodipaliry,  when 
thcfc  prafiices  are  become  fo  univerfal  amono  all  ranks,  and  carried  to  greaicr 
extremes,  cfpecially  in  populous  citier.  and  places  of  public  refort,  to  the  diu 
honour  of  God,  the  difcrcdit  of  reli;^on,  the  confnmption  of  prec'-ous  time, 
the  wafting  of  the  fubllaiice,  follilv\^  tKc  vwuiy  ^^  ^bc  iraad,  and  ibe  ruin  of 
the  (bul  in  the  ilVue. 
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**  let  us  not  fteal  and  cheat,  as  others  do;  let  us  not  live 
*'  in  the  oraiflion  of  religious  duties  and  ordinances,  as 
**  others  do  ;  let  us  not  live  without  God  and  Chrift, 
**  and  in  the  ncglcft  of  eternity,  as  others  do,"  It  is 
a  weak  argument  for  one  to  fay,  '*  Lord  help  us,  if  all 
*'  others  be  in  the  wrong  but  you;  if  all  thofe  that  have 
*'  authority,  numbers,  and  multitude  on  their  fide  be 
**  in  the  wroilg,  and  you  only  right/'  This  way  of 
reafoning  crofles  the  very  fcope  of  the  text,  *'  Be  not 
conformed  to  this  world:''  which  fuppofes  that  the  world 
is  all  wrong,  and  that  very  few  in  it  are  right ;  even 
a  few  that  are  not  of  the  world. 

S*  Hence  fee,  that  the  wicked  world  need  not  quarrel 
with  the  faints  for  refraining  their  company ;  why,  God 
encourages  them  to  do  fo;  yea,  commands  them  to  do  fo: 
♦*  Now,  we  command  you,  brethren,  in  the  name  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  that  ye  withdraw  from  every  brother 
that  walketh  diforderly,''  aTheff.  iii.  6,  Why,  Ihould 
we  efteem  them  as  dogs,  and  trample  upon  them?  No; 
we  are  to  withdraw  from  them,  in  pity  to  their  fouls: 
we  are  to  mourn  for  their  fins ;  to  pray  for  their  con- 
verfion  j  to  ufe  all  proper  means  to  reduce  them  to  their 
duty ;  and  to  exercife  all  manner  of  hofpitality  and  civi- 
lity towards  them :  but,  in  the  meantime,  to  withdraw 
from  intimate  fociety  and  fellowfliip  with  them;  faying, 
as  Jacob  faid  to  Simeon  and  Levi,  **  O  my  foul,  come 
not  thou  into  their  fecret ;  and  unto  their  affembly,  mine 
*  honour,  be  not  thou  united,''  Gen.  xlix.  6.  For  God 
hath  commanded  us  not  to  be  conformed  to  them. — 
Where^  by  the  bye,  we  fee  alfo  how  low  an  efteem  the 
Lord  hath  of  the  wicked  world  ;  he  will  not  allow  his 
faints  to  keep  company  with  them, 

6.  Hence  fee  the  vanity  of  all  thofe  fhifts  and  excufes 
whereby  people  cover  their  conformity  to  the  world. 
But  to  fpeak  of  thefe  fhifts,  will  fall  more  natively  in 
upon  the  following  ufe:  only  I  would  obferve  here,  that 
many  indulge  themfelves  in  entertaining  fellowlhip  with 
the  unfruitful  works  of  darknefs,  and  communion  with 
the  wicked,  and  conformity  to  them,  and  yet  never 
think  it  is  ill  done  ;  they  have  never  the  leaft  check  or 
challenge  for  it ;  while  they  do  not  fee  their  own  guilt 
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iu  affociating  with  the  wicked,  nor  can  they  charge 
themfelves  with  the  fault  of  their  affociates.  Many  wil- 
fully delight  in  fuch  company,  whom  they  know  hath 
BO  relifh  for  religion ;  whofe  difcourfe  is  not  feafoned 
with  fait ;  and  whofe  ill  breath  difcover  that  their  lungs 
are  infected;  being deprj^ved  in  their  morals,  dangerous 
in  their  communication,  fcandalous  in  their  lives,  erro- 
lieous  in  their  principle^,  and  wear  their  faults  upon 
their  foreheads,  fo  as  to  be  pointed  at,  by  common 
cbfervation,  as  notorious  and  flagitious,  and  defpifera 
of  CJod,  his  word,  his  people,  and  his  ordinances,  Pfal.i^i, 

Ufe  2.  Again,  the  do£lrine  may  be  improven  for  re- 
proof to  all  that  are  conformed  to  the  world;  and  particu- 
larly to  all  that,  having  a  profeflion  of  religion,  and  yet 
keep  company  with  the  loofe  and  wicked  of  the  world, 
Botwithftanding  the  call  of  God,  Eph.  v,  |i.  ^*  Have  na 
fellowfhipwith  the  unfruitful  works  of  darknefs,,but  rather 
yeprove  them,"  Not  with  (landing  thedanger  that  is  in  fuch 
feUowihip:  the  danger  of  infedion;  for,  as  he  that  walk- 
eth  with  the  wife,  fliall  be  wife ;  fo,  he  that  walketh  with 
fools,  will  learn  of  them  their  folly;  the  danger  of  pu< 
niihment  and  fuffering;  for,  the  companions  of  fools  Ihall 
be  deftroyed :  and  the  danger  of  fcandal ;  fo  Jehofaphat's 
joining  in  affinity  with  Ahab»  did  eclipfe  his  honour, 
and  became  fcandalous  ;''Shouldfl:  thou  help  the  ungodly, 
and  love  them  that  hate  the  Lord?  therefore  is  wrath  vipon 
thee  from  before  the  Lord,"  2  Chron,  xix.  z. — How  doth 
this  doftrine  condemn  all  fuch  asprofcfsthe  name  of  God,, 
and  yet  fay,  as  the  liraelites  to  Samuel,  "  Nay,  but  we 
will  be  like  other  nations,*'  1  Sam.  viii.  20.  Tell  many 
a  man,  You  mufl:  not  do  fo  and  fo,  for  thus  do  Turks 
and  Tartars,  and  the  barbarous  nations  of  the  world  ; 
you  muft  not  join  in  affinity  with  the  people  of  thefe 
abominations;  you  muft  not  walk  in  vanity  and  idle- 
nefs ;  you  muft  walk  honeftly  as  in  the  day,  not  in  rioting 
and  drunkennefs,  not  in  chambering  and  wantonnefs;for 
thus  much  the  fecure  people  of  the  world  do:  urge  them 
with  this  argument,  and  what  will  they  fay?  Why,  this 
Is  to  be  too  ftriiSt  and  precife;  this  is  to  be  contrary  to 
all  the  world*,  and  lla\^  \^  lo  be  tubular:  yea,  this  is 
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but  a  proud,  hypocritical  fuperftition  of  ourfelves,  from 
all  the  reft  of  mankind.  Alas !  what  carnal  reafoning  is 
this  againft  the  clear  command  of  God  ?  "  Be  not  con- 
formed to  this  world." 

Quest.  Who  are  they  that  conform  and  u.^iion  them* 
felves  according  to  this  world  ? 

Answ.  Thofe  that  take  the  example  of  men,  and  not 

of  the  word  of  God,  for  the  rule  of  their  aftions.    The 

greateft  and  mofl  eminent  have  their  infirmities,  and  are 

.  fubjedl  to  manifold  failings.    We  are  to  be  followers  of 

none,  but  as  they  are  followers  of  Ghrill,  i  Cor.  xi.  i. 

2.  Thofe  that  make  their  anceitors  the  patron  of  theif 
religious  fervices:  **  Our  fathers  burnt  incenfe  to  the 
queen  of  heaven,  and  fo  will  we.''  Our  forefathers  were 
of  fuch  a  religion  and  perfuafion,  and  fo  will  we  be* 
We  fee  no  ground  to  differ  from  tlie  religion  of  our 
predeceflbrs. 

3.  Thofe  that  follow  a  multitude  to  do  evil;  and  walk 
in  the  broad  way  of  wnckednefs,  for  the  fake  of  company: 
but,  when  vice  becomes  general,  Angularity  becomes  a 
virtue.  When  anyerror,injudgmemor  praftice,  becomes 
univerfal,  then  fmgularity  becomes  a  neceffary  duty. 

4.  Thofe  that  rule  their  anions  by  the  will  of  tkeir 
fuperiors;  fo  Ifrael  followed  Jeroboam  :  while  yet  greats 
men  are  not  always  the  beft  men.  Thofe  are  charge- 
able with  conformity  to  the  world,  who,  to  pleafe  great 
men,  will  make  bold  with  light  and  confcience  direfting 
theai  another  way. 

5.  Thofe  who"  hing  their  faith  to  the  belt  of  human 
wifdom  and  learning;  that  follow  thofe  whom  they  thinte 
the  wifeft  men,  the  deepeft  divines,  the  moft  learned 
doftors.  It  is  the  devil's  policy  to  feduce  the  world  by 
fuch  blazing  light,  as  the  ferpent  beguiled  Eve  ;  and  tl» 
Pharifees  mifled  the  people,  faying,  "  Have  afiy  of  the 
rulers  and  Pharifees  believed  on  him  ?"  Have  any  of 
the  learned  Rabbles  fallen  in  with  that  man  ?  "  But  this 
people  who  know  not  the  law  are  accurfed." 

6.  All  that  are  chargeable  with  other  mens  fins,  by 
countenancing  them  :  whether  it  be  the  fins  of  fore- 
fathers, looking  backwards;  or  the  fins  of  pofterity, 
looking  forwards ;    or  the  fins  of  the  prefent  genera-. 
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tion  we  live  among,  looking  round  about  us.  And 
people  may  be  chargeable  many  ways  with  the  fiaa 
of  others. 

Quest.  How  is  a  perfon  chargeable  with  the  fins  of 
others  ?     :^ 

Answ.  we  are  chargeable  with  the  fins  of  others, 
more  generally  two  ways;  either  by  imitationor  interpre- 
tation: when  we  imitate  others  in  their  finful  prattices, 
or  put  too  favourable  gloffes  upon  their  vicious  courfes. 
More  particularly,  AVe  are  chargeable  with  the  fins  of 
others,  when  we  command  others  to  fin;  a$l^haraoh  com- 
manded  to  murder  the  Hebrew  children,  and  Herod  to 
kill  the  babes  of  Bethlehem,  and  Nebuchadnezzar  to 
worlhip  the  golden  image;  they  were  guilty  of  all  that 
murder  and  idolatry.— When  we  counfel  ethers  to  fin; 
fo  Balaam  did  the  children  of  IfraeL-*— When  we  confent 
to  the  fin  of  others ;  fo  Saul  confented  to  the  death  of 
Stephen.— When  we  conceal  the  fins  of  others,  and  do 
not  reveal  them,  and  reprove  the  committers  of  them, 
and  ufe  all  proper  methods  to  bring  them  to  condign 
punifliment  for  Lhem.-— When  we  conllrain  others  to  fin; 
either  by  compulfion,  provocation,  or  enticing  of  them. 
When  we  feduce  others  into  fin,  by  fly  artifices,  infnar- 
in;?  fuggellions,  and  taking  arguments;  and  fo  gain  tlieir 
afient  to  our  vicious  ways.-— -When  we  commend  and 
praife  others  for  their  fiaful  courfes,  and  applaud  them 
in  their  fiiiv — When  v/e  wifli  them  fuccefs  in  their  evil 
courfes ;  for,  *'  He  that  biddeth  them  good  fpeed,  is  a  par- 
taker of  their  evil  deeds."— When  we  do  not  correft  and 
punilh  people  for  their  fins  as  we  have  accefs,  in  our  capa- 
cities; whether  as  magiftrates,  parents,  mafters,  or  other- 
wife  related. — When  we  defend  and  juftify  fin,  and  call 
evil  good,  and  good  evil ;  and  not  to  condemn  fin,  nor 
hindCi'  the  commiflion  of  it,  when  it  is  in  our  power  to  do 
fo. — In  a  word,  when  we  give  or  take  an  ill-example  in  fin; 
or  when  we  learn  at  others,  and  others  learn  at  us  any  fin- 
ful ways.  And  finally,  when  we  rejoice  at  the  fins  of 
others,  and  take  pleafure  in  them  that  do  fo. 

In  all  thefe  cafes  we  are  chargeable  with  the  fins  of 
others,  and  fo  with  conformity  to  a  finful  world.  And, 
jiidoed,  as  1  had  occ^iion  Ulely  to  obferve  on  another 
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fubje<!l,  this  may  let  us  fee,  that  many  will  have  fins  to 
ani wer  for,  thai  they  never  dreamed  of :  not  only  their 
own  fins,  but  all  the  fins  of  other  men,  that  ever  they 
countenanced  in  this  manner,  and  never  ferioufly  re- 
proved and  mourned  over. 

It  is  poffible  one  may  fay  to  a  reprover  of  his  fins, 
**  What  have  you  to  do  with  me?  you  will  not  anfwer 
**  for  my  fins.  What  hath  the  miniller  ado  with  my  feuhs, 
*'  jny  particular  failings  ?  Why  does  he  take  njx)n  him 
**  to  rip  up  my  fores  ?'*  O  man  !  you  do  not  confider: 
We  mull  anfwer  not  only  for  our  own  fins,  but  for  all 
the  fins  that  we  countenance  and  encourage  ;  and  for 
all  the  fins  that  we  do  not  reprove,  lament  over,  and 
repent  of.  Alas!  little  do  the  wcvld  confider,  what  need 
they  have  ofChrifl  as  a  Saviour  and  Redeemer,to  ranfom 
them  from  the  guilt,  not  only  of  their  own  fins,  but  their 
guilt  of  other  mens  fins.  Little  do  the  companions  of 
drunkards,  fwearers,  fornicators,  Sabbath- breakers,  and 
fuch  like,  confider  hpw  they  ly  involved  in  the  guilt  of 
all  the  fins  of  thofe,  with  whom  they  aflbciate  themfelves, 
and  whofe  wickednefs  they  connive  at,  and  confent  unto, 
or  make  a  jeft  of. — However,  all  thefe  now  are  guilty 
of  fafliioning  themfelves  like  unto  the  world. 

But  carnal  reafon  will  produce  manifold  pleas  why 
people  (liould  be  like  their  neighbours.  And  if  any  afk, 
What  are  thefe  pleas  and  (liifts  ?  We  might  reply,  by 
condefcending  upon  the  four  following,  amongit  many 
others. 

Plea  I.  ''  I  mud  conform  myfelf,  faith  one,  to  the 
"  company  I  converfe  with,  that  I  may  not  be  reckon- 
*'  ed  raorofe,  ill-natured,  and  unfociable  ;  but  become 
"  all  things  to  all  men." 

Reply.  You  muft  know,  if  you  be  religionc  at  all, 
you  muft  not  be  neuters  in  religion:  yon  mull  be  either 
hot  or  cold;  either  wholly  for  God,  or  wholly  for  Baal. 
Where  courtefy  will  not  comply  with  religion,  and  yield 
to  it,  it  becomes  cruelty  to  the  foul.  To  comply  with 
a  courfe  of  idlenefs  and  vanity,  out  pf  a  pretence  of  good 
nature  and  fociablenefs,  is  to  bewray  the  want  of  a  new 
nature,  and  of  fweet  fellovvfliip  with  Chrift.  It  is  true, 
civil  fooiety  is  no  where  forlJidden,  unlefs  it  degenerate 
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Into  levity,  vanity,  icllcnefs,  chambering,  and  wanton- 
nefs  :  but  intimate  Ibciety  with  thofe  that  have  no  fear 
of  God,  no  fmell  of  religion,  or  of  Chrill,  in  their  words 
and  acVions,  can  never  be  juftifird,  whatever  fiiift  or  plea 
be  made  ufe  of  for  that  end; 

Plea  2,  "  Why,  faith  another^,  I  mufl:  conforni  my- 
*•  felf  to,  and  join  with  fuch  a  dt*unken  company,  fome- 
*'  times;  for  they  are  my  ciiftomers,  with  whom  I  buy 
'•  ttnd  fell,  and  on  whom  my  livelihood  d-epends  :  and, 
*'  I  hope,  it  is  not  unlawful  for  me  to  go  arid  drink 
**  with  them,". 

Reply.  Though  I  faid  before,  that  hori-confbrmity  tiS 
the  world  doth  not  exclude  traffic  and  merchandife  ;  yet 
I  iliall  add  here,  that  though  it  be  not  unlawful,  but 
tieceffaryj  on  many  accounts,  both  to  drink  and  eat  with 
moderation j  and  to  trade  and  traffic  with  honefiy  ;  yetj 
1  hope,  none  will  thence  infer,  that  it  is  lawful  either 
to  make  linneceflary  fociety  with  the  wicked,  or  drunks 
cnnefs  a  part  of  their  trade.  Your  livelihood  doth  not 
depend  upon  thefe^  but  upon  the  providence  of  God:  it 
is  his  bleffing  that  maketh  rich;  and  the  Lord 'needs  no 
finful  fliift  of  ours,  to  fupply  his  courfe  of  providence; 
As  Ghrifl  faith,  **  Which  of  you,  by  taking  thought,  cail 
add  a  culDit  to  his  fixture?"  Matih.  vi.  27.;  fo,  who  cail 
add  a  penny  to  his  eftate  by  drunkennefs,or  cotiformtty  to 
drunkards?  yea,. though  you  fnould  gain  the  whole  world, 
you  lofe  more  than  you  gain,  by  every  finful  compliance; 
for,  "  What  is  a  man  profited,  though  he  Ihall  gain  the 
whole  world,  if  he  lofe  his  foul?"  Matth*  xvi.  26-  He 
makes  a  dangerous  adventure,  that  hazards  his  precious 
foul  to  gain  the  trifles  of  a  perifhing  world. 

Plea  3.  "  Why,  faith  a  third,  may  not  I  aflociatfe 
*'  with -the  wicked,  that  L  may  reclaim  them;  for  fo 
«'  did  Ghrifl  ?"     ' 

Reply.  Chrift's  office  was  a  phyfician  to  fave  and  heal 
difeafed  fmners.  Take  heed  it  be  not  z;eal  in  you,  biit 
prefumption :  be  fufe  of  a  call.— And  again,  Chrift  could 
not  be  infefted  with  any  man^s  vice:  if  you  had  fuch  a 
prefervative,  then  yoii  migRt  go  in  peace  through  the 
midft  of  plagues. — Indeed,  the  nature  of  grace  is  to  dif- 
fuse itfelf,  aad  coramutvlcatft  ^ood  to  others ;  yet  many, 
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who  make  this  their  pretence^  to  convince  or  convert 
others,  do  not  confider  the  dcceitfulnefs  of  their  own 
hearts,  and  what  finful  by-ends  they  are  led  by,  even 
under  this  colourw  But^  indeed,  if  d  man  had  a  clear 
call  to  join  in,  for  a  while,  wiih  a  company  of  vain  per* 
fcnsj  and  to  fit  with  them,  whioh  the  Plalmift  owns  he 
fhunned^  faying*  *'  I  have  not  fat  with  vain  perfonfe;" 
i  fay,  though  a  man  had  the  cleared  call  to  join  com- 
pmy  with  fuchj  he  had  need  to  do  as  the  phyficians* 
when  they  go  into  an  infefted  place,  they  arm  them* 
felves  with  fonie  antidotes  i  fo  fliould  we  do,  if  we  go 
into  fuch  company!  we  have  need  to  be  armed  with 
faiths  and  prayer,  and  holy  refolutiofli  and  heavenly  wif* 
dom,  fuch  as  may  work  more  ftrongly  than  the  plague  of  ' 
lin  and  fubtilty  of  Satan,  which  we  are  to  encounter  with. 

Plea  4.  '*  Some  will  plead  the  violence  of  importunity : 
*^  fuch  a  company  doth  urge  and  pr^efs  me  J  and  if  I  re» 
*'  fufe  to  join  with  them,  they  will  fcorfand  fcorn  me.'* 

Reply.  If  you  can  never  fefift  a  temptation  to  fin,  you 
have  no  evidence  of  being  a  child  of  Godt  but  by  refill- 
ing fuch  aflauUs  as  thefe^  providence  gives  you  an  occafi* 
on  both  of  oppoling  fin  in  yourfelveS)  by  your  refufal  j 
and  of  deftfoying  it  in  others,  by  your  example*  If  they 
IcofF  and  fcorilj  dd  you  pity  5  and  blefs  the  Lord  that 
bath  given  you  better  counfel,  than  to  run  with  thenx 
into  the  fame  excefs  of  rioti  The  more  they  fhew  them* 
felves  to  be  fcoffera  and  fcorners  of  religion  and  grace^ 
the  more  they  are  to  be  refifled*  with  this  ilieditation^ 
**  Blefl'ed  is  the  man  that  walketh  ttot  iti  the  counfel  of 
the  ungodly,  nor  ftandeth  in  thfe  way  of  finners,  nor  fit- 
leth  in  the  feat  of  the  fcornful,*'  jpfalm  i»  ii  Make  not 
their  violent  opportunity  your  excufe ;  for>  when  they 
call  you  one  way,  and  Chrift  calls  you  another,  you 
need  not  be  at  a  lofa  to  know  what  hand  to  turn  to; 
.  They  fay,  *'  Gome  with  us,"  Prov.  i.  11.  Chrift  faitb> 
*'  Come  with  me,  Song  iv.  8*  And  whether  it  is  better 
to  obey  God  or  man,  judge  ye,'^  A£ts  iv.  1 8.  When 
they  are  faying.  Follow  us  ;  remember  that  Chrift  is 
faying,"  Follow  me:"*  and,  **  The  grace  of  God  that 
bringeth  falvation,  teacheth  us,  that  denying  ungodlinef$ 
and  worldly  lufts>  we  ftjould  live  foberly^  ri^Kt<iOMft?fs 
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and  godly,  in  this  prefent  world,''  Titus  ii,  ii,  li. — 
Bat  I  proceeJ  to  another  ufe  from  the  deflrlne. 

'  USE  3.  This  doflrine  may  be  applied  for  Trial  and 
Kxamination.  You  may  try  your  itate  by  this  doctrine, 
whether  you  be  confoi'med  to  the  world  or  nor. 

Qjr.sT.  How  (hall  I  know  whether  I  be  conformed 
to  tiie  world  or  not  ? 

Answ.  You  may  know  it  thefe  three  ways.  i.  By 
your  Rate  and  condition.  2.  By  your  frame  and  dif- 
poficion.     3.  By  your  life  and  converfation. 

[i.]  You  may  know  whether  or  not  you  be  con- 
formed to  the  world,  by  your  ftate  and  comlition.  If 
you  be  not  conformed  to  the  world,  then  your  Hate  is 
fuch  as  that  word  defcribes;  *'  They  are  not  of  the  world,- 
even  as  I  am  not  of  the  world,"  John  xvii.  16.  And  if 
it  be  ftill  enquired  l>y  any,"  How  (hall  I  know  if  my  ftate 
be  fo  changed,  that  I  am  not  of  this  world  ?  We  may 
tcply  to  this  as  follows  :  If  you  be  not  of  this  world, 
let  me  alk  you,  How  came  you  out  of  it  ?  There  are 
tliree  things  which  contribute  to  bring  a  perfon  out  of 
this  world :  fee  if  you  know  thefe.  Were  you  ever 
brought  out  of  tliis  world,  i.  By  regeneration;  2.  By 
confenr  ;     3.  By  compulfion  and  force. 

I.  .Were  you  ever  brought  out  of  this  world  by  rege- 
neration, or  the  new-birth.  If  you  be  not  of  this  world, 
then  you  are  born  agciin:  hence  we  have  that  expreiTion, 
*'  That  which  is  born  of  the  flefli,  *is  Hefh;  and  that 
which  is  born  of  the  Spirit,  is  fpirit."  If  you  have  been 
born  of  God,  then  you  are  not  of  the  world  :  if  never 
born  of  God,  then  you  are  of  the  world,  and  conformed 
to  it.  If  you  never  knew  any  other  birth  yet,  but  the 
natural  birth,  the  fmful  birth;  you  are  yet  of  this  world. 
By  generation,  we  are  of  the  world  ;  bu'\  by  regenera- 
tion, we  come  to  be  not  of  this  world.  John  i.  13."  Of 
his  own  will  begat  he  us,  with  the  word  of  truth,"  James 
i.  18.  If  you  have  been  regenerate,  God  himfelf  hath 
been  the  efficient  caufe;  you  could  never  efTeftuate  it  by 
the  power  of  nature.  The  will  of  God  hath  been  the 
impalfive  caufe;  *'  For  it  is  not  of  him  that  willeth,  nor 
of  him  that  ruutv^iVv^  Wx  ol  O^^  \!cv-?>x -Qi^weth  mercy.'* 
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The  word  of  truth  haih  been  the  inftrumental*  caufe. 
Try  then  if  cvevy  by  tiie  means  of  the  word,  the  power 
of.  God  hath  been  put  forth,  for  making  you  a  new  crea- 
ture, and  bringiag  you  to  a  new  world. 

;&.  By  confent  alfo  is  a  man  brought  out  of  this  world: 
For,  in  the  day  of  God's  power,  the  man  is  made  willing. 
to  forfake  the  world,  and  all  tlie  vanities  thereoi;  to 
forget  his  own  people,  and  his  Father's  houfe ;  to  look 
upon  this  worJd  as  not  nis  home,  and  upon  himfclf  as 
a  ilranger  and  pilgrim  in  it ;  and  rodefire  a  better  coun- 
try, that  is,  an  heavenly  :  he  is  made  to  look  for  a  city 
that  hath  foundations,  wliofe  builder  and  maker  is  God. 
Ue  is  dead  to  the  world,  and  the  world  13  dead  to  him : 
and  as  we  hury  dead  things  out  of  our  fight ;  fo  he  is 
content  to  be  rid  of  the  world,  and  the  world  is  content 
to  be  rid  of  him  :  he  cares  not  for  the  world,  and  the 
world  cares  not  for  him, 

:  3.  By  force  \  i  John  iv.  4.  "  Ye  are  of  God,  little  chil- 
dren, and  have  overcome  them ;  becaufe  greater  is  he  that 
is  in  you,  than  he  that  Is  in  the  world."  If  you  afk  then, 
How  tiiey  con^e  to  be  not  of  this  world?  It  is  even  by 
force  they  overcome  the  world:  and  that  partly  by  the 
price  of  his  blood,  who  gave  hirafelf  for  our  fins,  that  he 
might  deliver  us  from  this  prefent  evil  world;  aod  fo  we 
overcome  by  the  blood  of  the  Lainb:  partly  by  the  power 
of  his  Spirit ;  they  receive  not  the  fpirit  which  is  of  this 
world,  but  the  Spirit  whichis  of  God,  which  is  a  Spirit  of 
power,  as  well  as  of  love,  and  a  found  mindj  and  llroager 
is  the  Spirit  that  is  in  them,  than  the  fpirit  thai  is  in  the 
world.  They  overcome,  not  by  might  nor  power,  but 
by  his  Spirit,  Ipreaking  the  power  of  fm  in.  them,  and 
mortifying  the  love  of  the  world  in  them;  and  making 
them  count  all  things  but  lofs  and  dung,  for  the  excel- 
lency of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift  Jefus  our  Lord.— . 
Thus  a  man  comes  to  be  not  of  this  world:  and  fo  you 
may  try  your  non-conformity  to  the  world  by  your  llate^ 
viz.  your  being  not  of  this  world.  For,  if  you  be  not 
of  this  world,  then  you  are  not  conformed  to  it. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  if  you  be  of  this  world,  then 
you  are  conformed  to  it.  And  there  are  three  ways 
that  difcover  people  to-  be  of  this  world*. 
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(i.)  They  that  arc  of  this  world,  could  be  falisfied  to 
live  for  ever  in  this  world  ;  and  would  care  for  no  other 
heaven,  no  other  Paradife,  but  the  pleafures,  profits, 
and  honours  of  this  world.  Look  in  to  your  heart  and 
thoughts,  man :  if  you  can  be  content  with  this  world 
for  your  portion  ;  if  you  could  jpollibly  live  and  enjoy  it 
for  ever  :  if  you  could  be  fatisned  therewith,  and  defirc 
no  other  heaven,  it  is  an  evidence  you  are  of  this* 
world. 

(2.)  They  that  are  of  this  world,  look  upon  thfe  com- 
forts of  this  world  as  realities}  but  upon  the  promifesof 
God's  covenant  as  fancies.  And  hence  they  dote  upon 
the  things  of  this  world,  .  and  take  pleafure  in  themj 
but  dare  nqt  trull  God  with  bis  prpniife,  nor  take  com- 
fort therein. 

(3.)  They  that  are  ef  this  world,  they  look  upon  men 
as  happy  or  miferable,  according  to  the  things  they  enjoy 
of  this  world:  ye:^,  thpugh  they  fee  them  to  be  wicked 
men ;  yet,  if  they  enjoy  the  outward  things  of  this  world, 
they  judge  them  tp  be  happ3%  Is  it  thus  that  you  judge? 
It  is  an  evidence  that  you  are  of  this  wprld;  ^nd  confe- 
quenily  are  conformed  to  the  world, 

[2.]  Try  whether  or  not  you  be  conformed  to  the 
world  by  your  frame  and  difpofition.  If  you  be  no! 
conformed  to  the  world,  then  your  afFeftions  will  be 
habitually  fet  upon  things  that  are  above:  but  if  you  be 
conformed  to  the  world,  then  your  affections  will  be 
habitually  fet  upon  things  below ;  and  fo  you  mind 
earthly  things.  Here  I  will  offer  you  a  few  marks  of 
^  perfon  who  minds  earthly  things,  and  confequently 
%s  conformed  to  this  world. 

1.  When  a  man  looks  upon  earthly  things  as  the  moft 
beautiful  and  eminent  things,  that  is  an  evidence  that  he 
minds  earthly  things,  arid  confequently  conformed  to. 
this  world.  The  heavenly-difpofed  man  looks  upon 
Gelellial  things  to  be  the  moft  beautiful  and  eminent. 

2.  When  a  man's  greateft  thoughts  are  bulled  about 
earthly  things,  it  is  an  evidence  that  he  is  a  worldly  man. 
A  man  may  know  himfelf  better  by  his  thoughts,  than 
his  words  and  adions  :  for  the  thoughts  are  immediate- 
ly IfQU^  the  hcwl ;  ^N W  ^^  \^^^  iiaa;^  V\\.w^  Wter  what 
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the  fountain  is,  by  the  immediate  bullering  of  it  near 
the  fpring,  than  by  the  llrcams  afar  oflF;  "  For,  as  he 
thinketh  in  his  heart,  fo  is  he,'*  Prov.  xxiii.  7.  A  man 
is  as  he  thinketh  in  his  heart,  when  earthly  thoughts  are 
fweeteft.  1  fpeak  not  of  thofe  thoughts  which  a  perfon,  . 
through  weaknefs  or  temptation,  may  be  fubjeft  unto  : 
but  of  thofe  which  are  fweeteft  unto  the  foul ;  fuch  as 
are  the  habitual  delight  of  his  heart. 

3.  The  man  minds  earthly  things,  whofe  heart  cleaves 
to  the  earth.  Difcourfe  to  fuch  a  man  never  fo  much 
of  the  vanity  of  this  earth,  he  may  give  you  a  hearing; 
but  his  heart  dill  cleaves  to  the  earth  :  talk  to  him  ne- 
ver fo  much  of  the  glory  of  heaven,  and  the  happinefs  of 
the  faints;  yet  ftill  his  heart  cleaves  to  the  earth:  yea, 
he  himfelf  may  comment  and  flourifli  in  his  difcourCe, 

■  concerning  the  vanity  of  all  things  in  the  world;  and  yet 
ftill  his  heart  cleaves  to  the  earth. 

4.  The  earthly-minded  man  is  filled  with  diftrafting 
cares  about  the  things  of  this  earth.  If  he  be  difappoint- 
ed  as  to  thefe  things,  he  looks  upon  himfelf  as  undone  : 
God,  and  Ghrift,  and  the  promifes,  none  of  thenr  can 
give  him  any  contentment  or  comfort,  if  his  idols  on 
the  earth  be  removed ;  if  he  mifcarries  there,  he  is  un- 
done: "  They  have  taken  away  my  gods,  and  what  have 
I  more  ?"  His  greateft  bufinefs,  and  ftrongeft  endea- 
vours, arc  the  adequate  objeftof  his  earthly  mind;  they 
take  up  the  whole  llrength  of  his  foul. 

5.  In  a  word,  an  earthly  man  pafles  through  many 
difficulties,  about  earthly  things,  and  is  never  weary,  be- 
caufe  he  is  in  his  element ;  he  is  like  the  fifh  in  the  fea, 
A  man  is  foon  weary  of  fwimming  in  the  water,  becaufe 
it  is  not  his  element ;  but  the  filh  is  not  weary,  becaufe 
it  is  its  element.  An  earthly  man  is  quickly  weary  of 
fpiritual  duties ;  whereas  a  fpiritual  man  calls  the  Sab- 
bath his  delight.  An  earthly  man  will  not  go  through 
with  his  work,  becaufe  his  heart  and  mind  is  elfewhere. 
If  you  mind  earthly  things  at  this  rate,  as  I  have  fliewn, 
it  is  a  flirewd  evidence  of  a  worldly  frame  ;  and  this 
worldly  frame  and  difpofuion  is  an  evidence  of  confor- 
mity to  the  world. 

[3-3  You  may  know  whether  yo\i  bt  CQ>^t<;ixtcsK.i\.Ck 


